


Publisher of The Kuranda Paper 
Printer: North Queensland Newspapers 
Townsville
CIRCULATION: 3000 Cost: FREE
Address your mail as follows:
The Secretary, Kuranda Media Assn, 
PO Box 66, Kuranda Q 4881.
Phone: (07) 4093 8942
mail@kurandapaper.com
Office: Unit 1, Settlement Building,
12 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda

Conditions apply to acceptance of material. 
All articles submitted will be printed at the 
discretion of Production/Management and may 
be subject to editorial changes.

The Management Committee of The 
Kuranda Media Association Inc. do not 
accept responsibility for financial, health 
or other claims published in The Kuranda 
Paper. Factual errors in material submitted 
are the responsibility of the contributor.

The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is a 
voluntary association. To remain viable the 
association depends on the money collected 
from advertisers. Our stated objectives are to 
provide means of open communication in order 
to provide the spirit of community involvement 
and reflect the ongoing aspirations of the 
residents of the Kuranda area.

All contributions and advertising to 
Kuranda Videos at the BP Complex or as per 
postal and email address details above.

Advertisers: Artwork for smaller ads (sizes 
P, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z) may be prepared at no 
charge. Larger or more complex ads may incur a 
reasonable design fee. Contact us for details. If 
providing your own artwork, we accept formats: 
PDF, EPS (with type converted to outlines/
curves), TIFF or hi-res JPEG. Advertisements 
booked for 3 months and paid for in advance are 
eligible for a 10% discount; first-time 3-month 
advertisers for size O (quarter-page) or larger 
are eligible to have a text entry (advertorial) up 
to 200 words to accompany the first ad.
Note: The views expressed in The Kuranda Paper 
including letters to the editior are not necessarily held 
by the Management Committee of this paper.
The Management Committee of the Kuranda 
Paper and the Kuranda Media Association Inc. is:
Garth Owen – President
Helen Douglas – Vice-President
Peter North – Secretary
David Gormley – Treasurer.
All copy & comments throughout this Paper 
which are  shown as ‘editiorial’ are the 
responsibility of the Management Committee.
The Committee is assisted in the production of 
the Paper by Toni Rogers & Sue (proofreaders), 
Seren Starlight (Arts Page & Website 
maintenance), Kitty Clignett (Music Page) as 
well as numerous valued paper folders, and of 
course, our many literary contributors.

DEADLINES
Edition 244/2013

All copy 10.00am
Thursday 23rd May 2013

however, we would appreciate you 
not waiting until the deadline to send 
it. The earlier the better! Thank you.

Paper Out
Thursday 30th May 2013

Management cannot be responsible 
for any copy missing deadline.

THE KURANDA PAPER IS ONLINE
www.kurandapaper.com

Advertisement sizes and prices: (depth x width)
A 372 x 258 full page $400
C 372 x 130 1/2 page $215
D 372 x  86 1/3 page $153
H 310 x  86 $134
I  248 x 258 2/3 page $275 
L 248 x  86 $106
M 186 x 258 1/2 page $215
O 186 x 130 1/4 page $117
P 186 x  86  $ 85
Q 124 x 258 1/3 page $153
S 124 x 130 $ 85
T 124 x  86 $ 60
U  62 x 258 $ 85
V  62 x 172 $ 60
W  62 x 130 $ 46
X  62 x  86 $ 33
Y  62 x  43 $ 18
Z  31 x  86 $ 18

Colour ads: add 20% • Artwork preparation by quote.

Letters Please keep your letter to the point and under 250 words. All letters are 
subject to editing. Anonymous letters or those of doubtful origin are not published. 
Correct name, street address and phone contact are to be submitted with your 
letter. See left for postal and email addresses.

2 May 2013 THE KURANDA PAPER

Boot Camp l
I moved to Kuranda in January with my husband and two 
children ages 8 and 4. We made a life changing decision to live 
a simple life in a country town leaving behind the fear of crime 
– vandalism and violence. Words cannot begin to describe the 
anguish and devastation that has been thrown at us – telling 
us we have a Youth Boot Camp in our neighbourhood after 
the fact. Do we not have a say? Hundreds of families have 
had their freedom ripped from under them. We have become 
prisoners in our own homes. Innocent families have been 
punished for the crimes of delinquents. What are you thinking 
sending these criminals to paradise? You are rewarding bad 
behaviour. Offend again and receive an all-expenses paid 
holiday for you and your family to one of the most beautiful 
places in the world.
     Robin Smith

The Real Cost?
Barry Braes wrote a letter to The Weekend Post 30 March 
stating that the people of Kuranda “hate” the people of 
Mareeba following the de-amalgamation vote. I think the 
reality is that the people of Kuranda do not “hate” the people 
of Mareeba. It is true that most Kuranda ratepayers resented 
the fact that the Group of Concerned Mareeba Residents was 
prepared to lumber the residents of a reconstituted Mareeba 
Shire with the significant costs involved in de-amalgamation. 
That Group assured us that Bill Cummings put the cost of 
de-amalgamation at only $65 per year, and that the removal 
of the Waste Management Levy would reduce the increase to 
zero. This assessment compares with Treasury estimates of 
over $800 the first year and significant increased costs into 
the future. Note that these disparate figures were supposedly 
reached from the same information provided by the same 
source. Clearly if the Group of Concerned Residents is correct, 
Campbell Newman can dismiss the whole Queensland 
Treasury Corporation and employ Bill Cummings to take 
charge of the finances of the State. However, if we find out 
that they misled us and the QTC estimates are correct, many 
people, especially pensioners, will be in danger of losing their 
properties because they can’t pay such a significant increase in 
rates. Tenants will not escape the increases as their landlords 
will have to increase rents to recoup the increase rates.

I sincerely hope that the members of the Group of 
Concerned Mareeba Shire Residents, which appears to have 
been comprised essentially of real estate agents, developers 
and business operators, are genuine in their belief that we 
will pay nothing for the de-amalgamation. However. If they 
misled us, it seems fair to assume that they would be quite 
willing to pay any increase in rates of all the residents who 
voted against de-amalgamation. To add insult to injury, as 
the new council will be undivided, the smaller communities 
like Kuranda will have little chance of having a representative 
on the council. It will indeed be a “Mareeba Council” rather 
than a Mareeba Shire Council.  
  In the Tablelands Advertiser 15 March 2013 there is a 
photograph of members of the  Group of Concerned Mareeba 
Shire Residents celebrating their success in the vote to 
de-amalgamate. Those residents who voted against de-
amalgamation should do what I am doing and pin a copy 
of the photograph of the celebrating Group members on 
their kitchen wall. If my rates increase in line with the QTC 
predictions I will know who is responsible, and will exercise 
my right to not support any business connected with this 
group. 
     Peter Ryle

Boot Camp ll
Here we are in beautiful leafy Kuranda – retired people, nice 
little families, people who work hard and keep their home 
in this quiet paradise neat tidy and safe. So what does our 
government do? It introduces a Boot Camp for little punks 
who otherwise and in the future will be in gaol. Not the harsh 
outback where real workers have to live where they cannot 
case the house next door or run to freedom, no these criminals 
on training wheels are inflicted on us by stupid uncaring one 
term politicians who will be remembered well by us on each 
break in, each mugging and especially at the next election. 

    Hugh Crowther

Secede to Succeed
No matter which “shire” Kuranda would attach to, we’re still 
remote from the centre of power. As a village, why not secede?  
Run our own show? Teach “Local Government” in Kuranda 
High so that our future village leaders are well versed.

We could vote on having a real once-a-week market again; 
or pass a by-law to have the buses shut off their motor when 
not in motion; or pay Kuranda villagers to do the work we 
currently pay Mareeba residents for; or heat the swimming 
pool more than two months of the year, partially shade it 
for the kiddies; maybe a little more support for sports – or 
anything else we deem to be of importance to our village.

 “We’re too small to support ourselves”?  With the amount 
of our rates, plus the $800 levy they now want to place upon 
us, we’d have a good start.  Then all we have to do is raise the 
tourist levy from $1 to $5 – unless that’s not enough, then 
we’ll raise it some more. It has never been raised since its 
inception.

Skyrail, the coaches and the train may not be so happy. 
They have been dedicated to relieving the Kuranda tourists of 
a major chunk of their daily budget before they even get to our 
village. Tourists should try John’s Bus.
     Michael Gompert

Traffic Sign Curiosity
As a relative newcomer to Kuranda, perhaps one of the ‘old-
timers’ can tell me: Why does the main street (Coondoo 
Street) have Giveway signs at the corner of Thongon Street? 
Surely, the norm is for the main street to have the main right 
of thoroughfare, and these signs should be on Thongon Street. 
What’s the story?
    David Gormley

Artwork On Kuranda Range
The Bulgarian born environmental artist, Christo Javacheff 
and his partner Jeanne-Claude, who wrapped the Reichstag 
in Berlin; the Pont-Neuf bridge in Paris; the 24 mile (39km) 
long artwork called ‘Running Fence’ in Sonoma and The Gates 
in New York city’s Central Park have, it appears, commenced 
another wrapping artwork on the Kuranda Range.

The new artwork on the Range, is so far, visually 
impressive and the artists have repeatedly denied that this 
project contains any deeper meaning than its immediate 
aesthetic impact. The purpose of their art, they contend, is 
simply to create works of art or joy and beauty and to create 
new ways of seeing familiar landscapes.

To his critics Christo said, “I am an artist, and I have to 
have courage ... Do you know that I don’t have any artworks 
that exist? They all go away when they’re finished. Only the 
preparatory drawings, and collages are left, giving my works 
an almost legendary character. I think it takes much greater 
courage to create things to be gone than to create things that 
will remain.” 

How forunate we are to have the opportunity to watch this 
artwork in progress in our own backyard.

   Kuranda Art Lover
Name & address supplied but withheld at writer’s request
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MORTON STREET/ ROB VEIVERS DRIVE
KURANDA

Design plans for the proposed upgrade to the Morton 
Street and Rob Veivers Drive intersection are now 
available for public view at the Kuranda Library.
They are also available by visiting www.trc.qld.gov.au
 

Ian Church
CEO, Tablelands Regional Council

Waiting A While
I went for a walk this morning. A nice little stroll from 
Barang Street up to the Resort I thought, with the odd bit 
of up and downhill thrown in to make me puff a bit and kid 
me I am 'power walking'. Such a beautiful morning with 
a bit of mist still wafting about, along with my random 
thoughts such as autumn being the season of 'Mists & 
Mellow Fruitfulness' and all sorts of other wafty waffle as I 
walked along the path…Oh look I thought, there's a bit of a 
track looking thing happening here, vaguely remembering 
there was a track through to Jumrum Creek once…

So off I went. Shades of the path less travelled I thought. 
I’m having a bit of an adventure and this is nice – just like 
being in NZ where I was a couple of weeks ago visiting 
family and having lovely walks in that benign bush…

I negotiate the first waitawhile obstacle quite deftly 
really, and other assorted path blockers but oops this next 
one is a doozy – Huge Impediment to any semblance of 
an Easy Amble in the form of a massive prickly, spine 
studded waitawhile completely blocking my way. Hang on 
a minute I thought (wait a while?), you’ve come this far, 
you can do it!

The subsequent entanglement and extrication is a 
lengthy and very Shredding Experience which includes 
crawling, climbing, howling and a lot of swearing –but 
finally I am on the other side. But Oh No, that’s not the 
end of the obstacle course by a long shot…but there's no 
turning back now so the intrepid bush basher continues on 
until finally, exhausted, bloodied, shattered and tattered I 
am at Jumrum Creek. Nothing for it but to swim until I 
can find a bit of clear bank on the other side…

I have no idea where I am when I arrive somewhere 
(having frightened the horse) and am greeted by a 
surprised resident wondering what the wild woman from, 
well, Kuranda, is doing at her back door. She very kindly 
drives a sodden, messy stranger home. Thank you so much 
Leah from Ardmore Park!!

Next time I am inclined to take the path less travelled 
(as I have been known to) I might (just might!) remember 
that it looks quite good to start with but can become 
increasingly difficult and even dangerous – and can lead 
me into a whole lot of muddy water!

Morning walk (on the wild side) anyone?

   Susie Grace, Kuranda

Letters
continued

Fallon Road Causeway 
To Open

The long-awaited opening of the upgraded Fallon 
Road Causeway will take place on 13th May.

Tablelands Regional Council Mayor Rosa Lee 
Long said the estimated final cost of the project 
was $475,000.

“Weather has played a role in the time it has 
taken to bring this project to completion for 
the Kuranda community,” Councillor Lee Long 
said. “But the day is almost here at last. The new 
causeway will have significantly improved flood 
immunity, and is wide enough for two-lane traffic 
and, in the future, a pedestrian walkway/cycleway. 
The previous floodway was single lane and quite 
subject to flooding and with the number of people 
using the route it was no longer acceptable.”

An added benefit of opening the new causeway 
would be an expected easing of traffic congestion 
in the Kuranda CBD as the existing alternate route 
via Barron Falls Road pushes extra traffic into the 
village centre.

In reply to Jax Bergensen 
(Last edition Kuranda Paper)

The only person who completely miscalculates voting 
numbers is Jax Bergensen herself.

The official final count from the 2004 Council 
Election shows that she received a total of 3194 votes, 
1392 from the shire hall at Mareeba, only 971 from 
Kuranda, and the balance from various other booths 
throughout the Shire.

Her claim that she received 70 per cent support from 
Kuranda voters is simply not true, as are many other 
claims made by other Kuranda letter writers.

In fact the combined total of Kuranda votes for the 
two Kuranda Candidates who contested this election 
was 1556 out of a total of 2757, that is about 56 per cent.

The person with the lowest number of votes to win a 
seat was myself wih 4284 votes.

Had you in fact had the 70% Kuranda support that 
you claim, and if the Kuranda vote wasn’t split between 
yourself and Lionel Quartermaine, the other candidate, 
then you would have had no problem winning a seat on 
Council.

Sorry Jax, you were just not as popular as you 
thought you were.
   Vince Randazzo

TROPICS

PHONE WES 0448 594 874
FOR A FREE QUOTE

LAWNMOWING SERVICE
Offering highest quality service

at very competitive prices

Servicing:
KURANDA • SPEEWAH • KOAH • MAREEBA

marriage celebrant
Cheryl Tonkin

p 4093 8771

m 0407 670 954

NQCeremonies@gmail.com 

Your wedding 
designed
just for you.
Across the Tablelands
and FNQ

1217432

Chainsaws and Bulldozers
Question: Are we proud of our special and unique 
Village in the Rainforest?
Chainsaws and bulldozers will soon be heard knocking 
down precious rainforest between Morton Street 
and Veivers Street, in Kuranda. This new road will be 
bringing 3 or 4 or 5 times more traffic (cars and trucks 
etc.) into the quiet little cul-de-sac of Veivers Street, 
making it far more dangerous for primary children 
getting off the school bus and far more dangerous for all 
traffic turning right out of Veivers Street into busy Rob 
Veivers Drive (towards traffic lights).

Half a million dollars has been approved by Council 
to proceed with this costly and unnecessary project. 
There are simpler and cheaper alternatives to making 
this Morton Street/Rob Veivers Drive intersection safer 
e.g. using (a) simple road signs (like ‘NO RIGHT TURN’ 
or ‘NO LEFT TURN’) or (b) slip-lanes (merging lanes) 
or (c) speed limit along this part of Rob Veivers Dve 
reduced to 50km/hr.

All this is happening WITHOUT even consulting the 
8 ratepayer households who will be adversely affected 
in Veivers Street. Nor have those in charge had the 
decency and respect to ask all of the residents in Morton 
Street or Harriman Street their opinions, or concerns, or 
suggestions about the changes to their own intersection 
with Rob Veivers Drive. All 17 deeply concerned 
residents (from these 3 streets) who attended the 
quickly-convened meeting on Sunday, 21st April, voted 
strongly against this project. Many had not even been 
informed about it in the first place. In local Councillor 
Jenny Jensens’s Jottings she states, “Residents are 
welcome to contact me in regards to these or any other 
matters. Your opinions are welcome.” The concerned 
residents are certainly doing this, as well.

Council: for your urgent attention and your 
immediate action. Please show due diligence of concern 
and care for the majority of your local ratepayers who 
may be adversely affected. Those in charge should 
bring an immediate halt or hold to all proceedings of 
this expensive project.

Council, please come and talk to all residents!

  John Russell, Veivers Street

9
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Vicki’s 
Alterations 

and 
New Creations
Over 30 years’ experience

No Project too big 
or too small.

Reasonable
rates.

Phone
0400 791 345  or  4093 8976

2.00pm Saturday 4th May 2013
Visit

Greg McKeown’s
stunning garden at

51 Masons Road, Kuranda
The garden has often been open with Open Gardens Australia.

Please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea. 
Encourage your friends to join us. 

Also we hope you can join us for a coach trip to 
an unusual tropical fruit nursery and a vanilla nursery in Innisfail 

Saturday 1st June.
Further details from David or Graham or at the Club meeting.

Phone David or Graham 4093 9492 
dpsgkp@people.net.au

 You CAN stop a long fight now,
Mr Newman!

The Minister for Local Government, Community Recovery and Resilience, 
Hon David Crisafulli, has released the Regulations that will guide the 
process for the de-amalgamation of the old Mareeba Shire Council from 
the Tablelands Regional Council.

Kuranda District Residents Group spokesperson Pat Daly said “This is 
back to the future stuff. It’s almost as if the last five years never happened.”

 “The lack of divisions and a first-past-the-post voting system robs 
Kuranda of its voice in the local government structure.”

 “The Kuranda district community is disappointed that our ability to 
have a local Councillor fighting for the issues that matter to us has been 
taken away at the whim of the Minister”.

 First-past-the-post voting means that regional candidates find it 
difficult to win against the combined weight of Mareeba town candidates.

 More than 20% of the residents of the Kuranda District have now 
signed a petition seeking to remain with the Tablelands Regional Council. 
Hundreds of people are involved in some way and their efforts have already 
been extraordinary. 

“The unity of purpose of the great majority of the Kuranda community 
is remarkable. The Kuranda District Residents Group was mandated by the 
largest public meeting in Kuranda’s history to advance the best interests of 
the Kuranda community – and in particular to ensure Kuranda isn’t forced 
back into a re-formed, yet unreformed, Mareeba Shire Council. The KDRG 
will seek a meeting with the Transfer Manager at his earliest convenience 
to convey our perspective directly to him. It would be a travesty if we’re 
excluded from meaningful consultation over Kuranda’s future.

 “We call upon Premier Newman, to ensure that his Minister takes into 
account the demonstrated wishes of the Kuranda District community and 
use his powers to ensure a boundary change that reflects the recent vote.”

 “Premier Newman is a can-do Premier and I know that he can-do this!” 

Tropical Queensland
Orchid Council Conference

hosted by The North Queensland Orchid Society Cairns Inc
at the Fred Moule Pavilion, Cairns from 3-5 May, 2013

The North Queensland Orchid Society Inc was founded in 1938, and will therefore 
be celebrating its 75th birthday during the Conference.
Preliminary details of the weekend are –
•  Friday evening, 3 May: Official opening (to be attended by officials, guests and 

registered Delegates only) 
•  Saturday, 4 May: Conference open to the public from 10am to 5pm – entry $5 

adults; $3 aged pensioners showing pension card; free for under 14 year olds 
•  Sunday, 5 May: Conference open to the public from 9am to 4pm, entry fees 

as above 
•  Prior to the Saturday opening, entries of Orchids, Foliage and Floral Art will 

have been judged and awarded prizes and trophies, and will be available for 
viewing by the public on Saturday and Sunday 

•  In addition, there will be approximately 50 tables of orchids, bromeliads and 
allied plants for sale by commercial sellers 

•  Soft drinks will be available for sale 
•  Food, Bush House Tours and Guest Speakers will be available to registered 

Delegates only.

For further information contact the Conference Secretary, 
Elaine Waters, on 4045 1474

Kuranda Raw Materials and Earthmoving
47 Myola Road, Kuranda

To all our valued customers
Due to unforseen circumstances Kuranda Raw Materials has changed our phone 

number. The new phone number is

4093 7247
We apologise for any inconvenience and wish to continue working with you in all 

your raw materials and earthmoving needs. Thank you.

Ron & John Grego
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For plant sourcing, identification or general gardening questions, 
contact Alectura C/- Kuranda Paper or

email wortwoad@optusnet.com.au

MAY and slowly the fleeting beauties of high summer, the truly tropical 
forest plants are fading, preparing for their winter rest. The recent 
welcome rains hopefully will fill Tinaroo and hold off future water-

restrictions, although the Old Men of the Cape predict a coming long dry cycle.
Now is a good time to lay down mulch while the ground is moist and that perennial 

chore of weeding is a priority as seed heads form to be dispersed and colonise. 
If obtainable, animal and bird manures are excellent for the vegetable garden 

and as boost to many ornamental plantings. Manures vary greatly in their nutrients 
content according to type, feed used, age and degree of rotting, moisture content, 
inclusion of litter or bedding and may be applied either as broadcast or side dressing 
with poultry manure breaking down the fastest. Again, little and often is the best 
practice and care taken not to mound at base of plant,with most native plants 
objecting to any application of fresh manures. 

Plant of the Month: Dichorisandra 
thyrsiflora or the “Blue Ginger” is not 
a true ginger, but rather belongs to the 
large Commelinaceae or Spiderwort 
family. Presently in flower, its eye-
catching vibrant, purple/blue flowers 
are held atop ginger-like, arching stems 
clothed in dark green horizontally held 
leaves. This exotic Brazilian perennial is 
the perfect plant for moist, shady spots 
in the garden and looks particularly 
good teamed with tree ferns and palms. 
It also makes a good pot plant.

Coming from short, rhizomatous 
roots, Blue Ginger grows around 2m tall 
and 1m wide and suits any good humusy 
soil requiring adequate moisture during 
the warmer months. Application of a 
general fertilizer will quickly thicken 
growth. 

Less frequently seen and more 
difficult to obtain is Dichorisandra 
reginae, somewhat less vigorous in 
growth and height but with the same 
intense purple/blue flower spike. Rather 
more tender, each season it puts out striking new growth characterized by its 
striking silver grey, purple veined leaves maturing to green. A close examination of 
mature foliage will often show very small pin-pricks of silver distinguishing it from 
D.thyrsiflora.

Sometimes available is the still rarer Dichorisandra pendula and as the 
name suggests, bearing its flowers of a sky-blue in a hanging down pendant. 

Dear Bill, The plant is Cissus 
discolor, the Rex Begonia 
vine or Painted Cissus, a 
native of China, south and 
south-east Asia. A striking 
tendril attaching vine, easily 
grown as a basket subject or 
in the ground. Highly sought 
after in southern states for 
the beauty of its foliage, C. 
discolor has a tendency here 
to become rampant and 
already is proving a menace 
to rainforests in the Hawaiian 
Island chain so keep an 
eye open for seedlings and 
rooted runners. The plant is 
sometimes subject to various 
mildews, spider mite and 
whitefly.

Dear Peter, Lucky you and congratulation on your keen eye. That little colony of 
single leafed beauties, amidst the bamboo litter, belongs to the native ground orchid 
Nervilia discolor. Making excellent potted subjects with a good well drained humusy 
mix, all species in the family require a marked resting period with only sufficient 
moisture to prevent complete drying out of their tuber.

The accompanying picture is per kind permission of Burleigh Park Orchids. 

http://www.speciesorchids.com/index.html a specialist nursery and absolute 
treasure trove of species orchids. Definitely worth an online visit and both for 
beginner and expert a subscription to their monthly newsletter and, if in Townsville, 
a pre-arranged visit to the Promised Land of the orchid collectible. 

Dear Alice, From your description, I would suggest that the shrub is Clerodendron 
wallichii (syn. C. nutans) or the nodding Clerodendron. With its massed cascading 
pendants of whitish flowers and dark green glossy foliage, this tough shrub performs 
and flowers well in dense shade to full sun. Not too fussy about soils, like most 
Clerodendrons it is inclined to sucker, often some distance from the parent plant. 
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Arts
pagethe

You too can be an art critic. If you like what you see, then it’s good art, despite what 
anyone else might say.  Would you let a chef tell you what food you like? Enjoy the 
abundance of art that surrounds us, be it the work of nature, or the work of nature’s 
most perplexing creation, we humans.  The best we can do is take part in the act of 
creation. So just like the universe having a big bang, make something out of noth-
ing. Use your mind and your body to change the course of destiny, just pick up a 
pencil or a musical instrument and voila: something out of nothing.          ...seren.

All 

is 

Art

“I’m pretty lucky to have 
been born creative. My fa-
ther was an architect and 
amateur painter (now pro-
fessional) and my mother 
a spinner and seamstress. 
I grew up in New Zealand 
with my 6 brothers and 

sisters. For some reason my mother liked 
to collect children, so I have a sister adopt-
ed from India and a few fostered ones as 
well. The house was over 100 years old 

and a work in progress (falling to pieces) with coloured glass windows and creak-
ing floorboards, but at the end of the hallway was a huge cupboard that, if you 
put your foot on the door in the exact right 
spot and pulled the handle really hard,  
would fly open to reveal an Aladdin’s cave 
of creativity; spinning wheel,  wool, paints, 
glue, art books, cardboard, etc. My mother 
always let me get in there, even though I 
would ‘make one hell of a mess’.
I convinced my parents to let me leave 
school at 15 to do an apprenticeship as a 
car painter, but working interfered with my 
partying so I quit and went on the ‘dole’. I 
boozed and picked fruit and cleaned hous-
es until, at 17 years of age, I came 2nd in a 
Wet T-shirt competition. Enough to pay for 
my plane ticket to Australia!  In Australia 
I pumped petrol, waitressed and when I 
was old enough worked behind the bar. I 
also did year 12 as a mature age student 
and a course in art and design. I had my 
first child at 24 and it was then I started 

to paint and sell artworks. I have a 
site on Facebook called ‘janet lloyd/
foale art from the past’ and occasion-
ally people post pics of these old art 
works, which is a real thrill for me! My 
paintings have always sold well. Like 
me they are optimistic. It’s all just a 
bit of fun. Occasionally I try doing a 
normal job just to remind myself how 
bad I am at doing it, and how lucky I 
am to create art for a living.”    Janet

A forum of topics related to consciousness and what it means to be 
a consciousness embodied in a social multiverse.
Each meeting of Consciousness Connections will be led by a differ-
ent speaker. The speaker will talk for twenty five to thirty minutes 
and then open the matter for general discussion.
Please feel free to bring a drink, a plate and/or make a contribution.

Venue: Lot 35,  46 Cadagi Drive, Russet Park, Kuranda.
Date: Friday 3rd May 2013
Time: 7:00 pm

evoking connections to the environment through art
with performance poet

Helen Ramoutsaki
offering a taster of her new work - “Wet: an appetite for the tropics”

for further information call Michael on 0488 793 287

CONSCIOUSNESS CONNECTIONS

Hello Members and Friends,
The Amphitheatre’s first Members 
Night of 2013 gave us the amazingly 
talented Montgomery Bros and the 
Lawson Moon Band. If you missed 
the show, do your best to see both of 
these fantastic acts.
On Wednesday 17th April ‘Permaculture: A Rhymer’s Manual’  album 
launch was a great success, enjoyed by all.

~~~

A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
will be held on

SATURDAY 11th MAY -  4:00 pm
at the Understage

“To approve the 2012 Audit Report”
This will be followed by a General Meeting.

~~~

FUNK YEAH! Local legend DJ P. KING has been rocking North Qld 
dance floors for many years and will be bringing the funk to the Un-
derstage on Saturday 25th May 2013. Dig deep in those wardrobes, find 
your 70’s FUNKSTA, dancing shoes, and good vibrations. Get ready for 
an entertaining evening of wicked grooves and funky delights!

Members $10, Guests $15.
BECOME A MEMBER ON THE NIGHT AND ENTRY IS FREE!

KAS Membership for 2013 is now due. You can download a 
Membership Form at www.kurandaamphitheatre.org or 
collect one from the Honey House.

Amphitheatre News

Waiting for the fun to start at
 JBT 2012 at Kuranda Amphitheatre

Janet
Lloyd,
Artist

In this post-modern artistic era of brown stains and scratchy 
lines depicting the hopelessness of the human condition, it’s 
refreshing to find some art that is full of joy. Art that makes you 
smile and realize that life can be fun after all. Such is the work 
of new Kuranda artist Janet Lloyd. You can find Janet’s art and 
watch her create at her studio/stall at the Original Rainforest 
Markets. Asked about where she gets her creativity and positive 
attitude, this is what Janet had to say...

Artwork
by

Janet Lloyd
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The election for the Councillors and Mayor of the new Mareeba Shire Council have not been held yet; however, the 
proponents for de-amalgamation are already having a say on how the new council will operate.

The Tablelands Regional Draft plan will not apply to a reformed Mareeba Council, Minister Jeff Seeney had 
decided, undoubtedly influenced by Mareeba lobbyists. 

The plan required by State legislation, has taken four years, hundreds of man hours and is currently in its final 
consultation stage. The plan has had extensive community input and attempts to place a value on the regions 
natural environment, biodiversity, flora and fauna.

The allegation was made, before the vote for de-amalgamation, that the underlying motivation of the developers 
from Mareeba, who bankrolled the YES campaign, wanted free access to develop, unhindered by so called ‘green 
tape’. Mr Seeney appears to be fast tracking what the developers want.

The result of the de-amalgamation poll would indicate that Mareeba and Kuranda people think differently and, 
it could logically follow, have different values on a range of issues, including environmental protection.

Mareeba economy is predominately agriculturally based where habitat is cleared and made productive. Over 
the years little value has been placed on preserving the threatened and endangered Australian wildlife species, so 
there is little regard for the Kuranda people’s view that we should look after it. 

Already we have read in the media of the LNP Government’s intent to log in Kuranda forests so it should come 
as little surprise that they intend to facilitate the further destruction of our environment by land clearing and 
“development”, the environment on which Kuranda’s lifestyle and economy is based.

Friends of the Earth Kuranda believe that the proponents of de-amalgamation, now with the help of the 
Brisbane politicians, threaten not only to cost us lots of money but to vandalise this place we call home. 

If you have concerns of the pesticides and chemicals in the Kuranda water supply, the logging of our forests, 
the urbanisation of our town or other environmental issues, you are welcome to come along to OUR NEXT 
MEETING.

This is on Sunday 19 May at 11.30am at Fallon Road Recreation Centre on Mason Road.
Ring Pat on 4093 8509 for further details, email info@foekuranda.org or check out our website  

www.foekuranda.org and sign up for the FoE Kuranda newsletter.

Kuranda District Residents Groups’ 
Achievements

We’ve been busy since our formation at Kuranda’s packed March public meeting:

 Set up www.KurandaNewDeal.com 
  Bendigo Bank Fighting Fund set up
  Public meeting held with State and Local Govern

ment representatives present.
  2nd public meeting planned for when the Minister is 

next in FNQ – date to be advised.
  Investigations into the legality of the poll on grounds 

it could fail the “Public Benefit” test.
  Working with the TRC to define boundaries to 

include Kuranda District.
  Strategic analysis of Kuranda’s options.
  1,000 signatures via paper petition.
  Hundreds more epetition signatures..
  Ongoing lobbying of the Change Commissioner.

   Ongoing lobbying of the Premier and Minister 
Crisafulli to leave Kuranda out of the MSC through a 
simple boundary change.

  Media releases, radio and TV interviews.
  Letters to the editors of Cairns Post, Tablelander, 

Mareeba Advertiser and Mareeba Express.
 Community activism and fundraising sarted.
 Enewsletter set up.
  Investigating withholding rates and setting up a 

rates trust.
 Placards and posters designed.
  Film of local MP Michael Trout’s responses at the 

Public meeting posted on YouTube.
 Support of a pro bono Barrister.



UK dub/ska/dancehall legends Mungo’s Hi Fi will be jetting all the way 
from Glasgow to join the boss line up at this year’s Kuranda Roots 

Festival!
Joining them will be Australia’s very own King of Ska, Nicky Bomba, 

the silken melodies of the Siskin River sisters, the irascible Brisbane ska 
punk quintet Die Rude, rainforest reggae bosses of Far North Queensland 
Koahlition, Melbourne beat explorer and genre-defier Griff and the smooth 
tunes of Earth-based producer/musician SeeD.

Alongside the groove-laden island sounds 
of Bobby Alu, OKA, indigenous legends 
Zennith and Black Rising, Bumble, Lubdub, 
Andy Dub, The Rusty Datsuns and Hostile 
Takeover, and featuring a workshop program 
set to inspire an arts revolution, Kuranda 
Roots Festival is looking irresistible!

Celebrating a decade of rich culture and 
community, the Kuranda Roots organisers are 
proud to be presenting a series of Youth Arts 

Workshops. These workshops are an amazing 
opportunity for local Kuranda and outer communities 
young people to take part in training with professional 
performers: beat-boxing, vocal gymnastics, hip-hop 
performance workshops with DJ/producer Nick One 
and DKazman from Dubmarine are being offered, 
alongside ukulele, songwriting, and vocal harmony 
sessions with The Rusty Datsuns and Ragga Fusion 
dance workshops with the Australian Dancehall Queen 
Nadiah Idris!

Y o u n g 
people are 
encouraged 
to register 
for the 
w o r k s h o p s 
as they will fill up fast. To register contact Youth Arts 
Workshop Coordinator on phoebelines@gmail.com

Keep in mind if you're keen to help out at 
Australia’s most beautiful reggae/roots/world and 
soundsystem festival, then jump onto our shiny new 
website and apply. Volunteer applications are now 
open!

Otherwise a limited number of Early Bird tickets 
remain on hand but they will be gone in a blink! Be 
quick! 

Head  to http://www.rudekatrecords.com for tix and 
http://www.kurandaroots.com for more info and for 
online applications.

David Bowie: “The Next Day”  The title segues from Bowie’s finest moment: “We 
could be heroes – just for one day”. This album even uses the cover of the “Heroes” LP as a 
background – the 70’s Bowie superimposed with Bowie now – the next day.
There are two kinds of people in the world – those who are really into Bowie and those 
who think he’s vastly overrated.
This album is unquestionably for the first mob, it revisits the best of everything Bowie’s 

done. As always he alone is the source and 
inspiration for his work.
There’s some eerie post-apocalyptic landscapes 
“Heat”, “The Next Day” (The day after?) circa 
Diamond Dogs. Some soaring groove-pop “The 
Stars (are out tonight)” and “Dancing out in 
Space” where we again meet Major Tom as the 
“Boys keep swinging”.
The lyrics are sensational: “Kennedy would kill 
for the lines that you’ve written, Van Ronk says 
to Bobby: she’s the next real thing crouched in 
the half light screaming like a banshee”, indeed. 
Bobby? Zimmerman of course.
Don’t doubt it; Bowie is back. Edgy; dramatic,  

a writer; actor, singer musical genius at the top of his game. Won’t convert any of the 
second mob. But who cares? It’s glorious literate pop-rock. Elvis; David Bowie and Steven 
Hawking all share the same birthday. Makes you think…

John Grant: “Pale Green Ghosts”
Bella Union. 
Biggi Veira from Gus Gus co-producing; 
Midlakes rhythm section and Sinead 
O’Connor backing vocals. Mr Grant, formally 
from the Czars offers up these emotionally   
charged raw new songs with devastating 
effect.
Imagine Yello (stark industrial electro-pop 
with a young James Taylor up front. Folksy 
sweet vocals telling of battles with booze; 
drugs; homosexuality; H.I.V. and flirtations 
with suicide.
A bristling mix of insecurity and strength, he 
remembers “walking through the park, hand in hand, walking the dog… except we 
never had a dog, and we never walked through the park”.
The darkness of these often-witty, irresistible songs is infused with bright shards of 
colourful single-note dance grooves leaving the listener both troubled and intoxicated.
A self-lacerating triumph.

Astro Brim,  Zennith at Roots Festival 
2012, photo courtesy of Ryan Pedlow. 

KURANDA GIG GUIDE
MAY/JUNE

FRIDAY 3RD MAY
The Barron Falls Hotel

* KOAHLITION *
Live Music 8.00pm till late

Entry: $10 Adults
Courtesy Coach available

~~~

SATURDAY 4TH MAY
The Barron Falls Hotel

* KARAOKE *
~~~

FRIDAY 17TH MAY
The Barron Falls Hotel

* SAX & THE SINGLE GIRL * 
Live Music 8.00pm till late
Courtesy Coach available

~~~

SATURDAY 18TH MAY
The Barron Falls Hotel

* KARAOKE *
~~~

SATURDAY 25TH MAY
Kuranda Amphitheatre

The Understage
“FUNK YEAH” with  DJ. P. KING 

70’s Funk/Dance Night
“Come dressed in 70’s Funksta”

Doors & Bar Open 6.30pm
Entry: Members $10/Guests $15
Join as a member on the Night

and GET IN FOR FREE!
~~~

FRIDAY 14TH - 16TH JUNE
Celebrating 10 Years!

KURANDA ROOTS FESTIVAL
The Billabong, Kangaventure
Festival of Soul, Reggae &

Soundsystem Culture
* MUNGO’S HI FI * OKA *
* BOBBY ALU * ZENNITH *

* NIKKI BOMBA & THE KURANDA
ROOTS ALLSTARS * BLACK RISING

Camping available
www.kurandaroots.com

~~~
For more events information 

check with the venue

MUSIC PAGE
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Register for dance workshops
with Nadiah Idris, see below.

Mungo’s Hi Fi Sound System

The Boogies

Festival of Soul, Reggae & Soundsystem Culture

THE boogie brothers 
    cd reviews

Kuranda Roots Festival
14-16th June, at the Billabong, Kuranda.

Nikki Bomba



Nick’s Pool
Service

Your local pool 
man in Kuranda

For all your pool and spa needs
• CLEANING
• SERVICING

• REPAIRS
• MAINTENANCE

• POOL EQUIPMENT SALES
• CHEMICAL SALES

• ADVICE

Call Nick and Susan on

0414 644 230/4093 8124
allspaandpool@gmail.com

QLD SELF DEFENCE & 
TAEKWONDO ACADEMY

Q.S.D.T.A.
Leaders in Self 

Defence Training

Self Defence 
– So Easy

•  Internationally Certified 
Instructor (ITF)

•  Non-contact training 
policy

•  Traditional Tae Kwon Do
•  Practical self-defence 

training
•  Family discounts 

available
•  First lesson FREE

CWA HALL KURANDA
Tuesday & Thursday 6.30-8.00pm

FREECALL 1800 649 549 or Jeff Dieben 0437 438 196
www.queensland-selfdefence.com.au
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Open Good Friday

Just Mowed It
Garden Care and Landscaping

www.justmowedit.com.au
Rafael@justmowedit.com.au
0415 050 409

A.B.N. 31 147 741 491

 Weed control  Mulching  Trimming and hedging
 Irrigation system installation and repairs

 Lawn restoration  Landscaping (hard and soft)
 Excavation  Rubbish removal  Gutter cleaning

 General property maintenance and repairs
 Mowing/Acreage  Whipper snipper/brush cutting 

No job is too big or small and our prices are very competitive.
We can offer ongoing garden maintenance or simply a ‘once-off’ 

clean up job before an inspection or auction.

For a free quote, please give us a call today.
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BUMBLEBEE
MOTORS

To Your New 
Automotive Service Centre

Come On Into The New
Bumblebee Motors

And Bee Surprised At The Level Of Service
Available To You

Competitive Pricing On All Mechanical ServicesTyres At A Price You Can AffordWheel AlignmentsServicing Of All Makes And ModelsAdvice You Can Be Assured OfKey Cutting Service
LPG Gas Bottle Refills

Welcome

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

Delicatessen
OPENING EARLY MAY
at 1/24 Coondoo Street (The Red House)

Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Juices made to order
Sandwiches • Wraps • Fresh Made Salads

for eating in or take away
Large variety of rolls to choose from

Choose off the menu or we make something that you choose
Pizza • Pancakes • Crepes • Waffles • Smoothies • Shakes

Teas from T2 & Italian Segafredo or Skyburgy Coffee
We will be making coffee in plungers that we will bring 

to the table for you to pour as you like.

PHONE ORDERS WELCOME – 4093 8838
lewisg2@bigpond.com

K.N.C. Operated by 
KURANDA INFORMATION & SUPPORT CENTRE 

ASSOC. INC. 
6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 

PO BOX 170   KURANDA Qld  4881      
Ph: 4093 8933  Fax: 4093 8607

Email: knc@qld.chariot.net.au
ABN 62 198 192 130

Neighbourhood Centre News
Family Fun Day – April 10th: Even with rain threatening to ruin the Day – it was 
still well attended and fun had by all. A bit ‘on again, off again, on again’ – there 
were plans to postpone to the Friday, but the sun was out in the morning and the 
rain held off right till the end.

The next Family Day is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd July – a change from Wednesday 
to Tuesday to include the HACC clients and Elders. If you want to be a part of the 
day, please contact Ceri on 4093 8933. A special Thank You for everyone who 
helped out on the day.

Step Forward: Next program commences on Wednesday 8th May 2013 at 
10.30am. If you are having problems with drinking or cigarettes or other habits 
that are affecting your health, relationships or finances in a bad way, you might 
want to think about coming along to the Step Forward program at KNC.

This strictly confidential relapse prevention program is run in a small group 
format in 2 hour sessions held weekly over four weeks. Contact Marg for enquiries 
or to attend.

Furniture Exchange: If you have items in good condition to donate, please let 
us know and we will arrange pick up. Right now we know people who particularly 
need bed bases and washing machines, other furniture is always in demand. 
THANKS.

Financial Counselling: There are two counsellors who can assist with financial 
matters and help with budgeting and debt management.

KNC Opening Hours: Just a reminder that the Centre closes on Fridays at 
1.00pm and is open from 9.00-5.00 on other week days. This occurred in August 
2011 due to lack of funding from the Government. The centre is also closed on 
weekends and public holidays. 

    The Neighbourhood Centre Team

Amazing, simple home remedies:
1.  Avoid cutting yourself when slicing vegetables by getting someone else to 

hold the vegetables while you chop.
2.  Avoid arguments with the females about lifting the toilet seat by using the 

sink.
3.  For high blood pressure sufferers – simply cut yourself and bleed for a few 

minutes, thus reducing the pressure on your veins. Remember to set a timer.
4.  A mouse trap placed on top of your alarm clock will prevent you from rolling 

over and going back to sleep after you hit the snooze button.
5.  If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of laxatives; then you’ll be afraid 

to cough.
6.  You need only two tools in life - wd-40 and duct tape. If it doesn’t move and 

should, use the wd-40. If it shouldn’t move and does, use the duct tape.
7.  If you can’t fix it with a hammer, you’ve got an electrical problem.



KURANDA PHARMACY

Hilary Skimming
B.Pharm, M.P.S.

TELEPHONE:
4093 7480

Open 7 days a week for
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
and FRIENDLY SERVICE

Monday–Friday: 8.30am–5.30pm
Saturday: 9.00am–3.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am-3.00pm

Kuranda Acupuncture

Healthy Kuranda-iteThe
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Allergic To You
Approximately 38% of the population in Western nations experience allergies. Allergies can present themselves 
in a number of ways from Skin problems, Asthma, Celiac Disease, Hay Fever, Rashes and Anaphylactic Shock to 
name a few. Some reactions are typical whilst others present in unique and individual ways. 

Allergies are caused by a sensitivity to a particular allergen ie chemicals, grasses, dust, wheat. When we have 
a sensitised immune system an allergen triggers the production of an antibody (which binds to our white blood 
cells that contain histamine). Bottom line of this is that our immune system (our white blood cells) needs help. 
By boosting our immune system we reduce our sensitivity, making our bodies stronger and more equipped to 
deal with the allergen. Thus some reactions can be reduced or made non-existent. Some sensitivities can be 
seasonal, ie hayfever, and able to be addressed whilst others allergies need to be avoided completely to stop 
the reaction. Food sensitivities are becoming more common, especially to dairy and wheat.  Diary often causes 
diarrhoea or sinus issues whilst gluten is more associated with bloating and digestive pain from inflammation of 
the bowel wall. An elimination diet is one way to see how your body is reacting to different foods. To determine 
what you may be sensitive too: remove the possible allergen from the diet for three weeks and then gradually 
reintroduce it. 

Immune boosting herbs such as Echinacea, astragalus, vitamin c and zinc help to boost the immune system to 
prevent further reactions, whilst homeopathics can provide symptomatic relief. Antihistamines often suppress 
the symptoms on a short term basis. With two simple steps you can reduce the symptoms and address the root 
of the issue by boosting the immune system for long term relief. 

Sometimes it can be difficult to pinpoint what allergen we are reacting to and even harder to avoid. There are 
several tests available to help determine allergies including blood and hair analysis. Both are reliable analytical 
tools that allow you to penetrate past the symptoms, enabling you to work on the root cause of your issues. 
Identifying those everyday allergens, foods and products that are causing health issues is essential for assisting 
in relieving them. 

Hair mineral analysis: Costs $120 – with analysis of heavy metals and mineral balance. 
Blood tests: Costs for 5 foods $100, 40 foods $260 and 93 foods for $380. 
The most common food sensitivities occur with cow's milk, eggs, beans, nuts and cereals. Many of us can 

go years experiencing discomfort and different chronic conditions without even suspecting the involvement 
of the immune system or the foods which trigger them. Food sensitivity reactions may be the result of enzyme 
deficiency, histamine releasing effects, altered intestinal permeability (e.g. leaky gut) or pharmacological effects. 
Eating incompatible foods can lead to inflammation in different parts of the body, which present as 'diseases' 
or 'symptoms' ie: bloating and fluid retention, inflammatory bowel disease, irritable bowel syndrome, migraine, 
depression and mood swings, asthma, skin conditions and behavioural problems in children. 

Drop into the store or call to find out more about allergy testing and how it can help to give a complete picture 
of your current health. By simply avoiding incompatible foods/products that lead to health problems you can 
have big results, freeing up the body to deal with any other issues more effectively.

Kim Stedman, Kuranda Health & Healing, 0431 388 568

Kuranda District Residents Group

URGENT CAMPAIGN
VACANCIES

• Fundraising coordinator
• Join the fundraising team
• Community awareness stall coordinator
• Join community awareness stalls team
• Graphic designer
•  A property fronting Kennedy Highway in 

Kuranda to erect a BILLBOARD

Please contact Anne 0418 772 380



KMC – QUALITY AND INNOVATION

KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets

Ph: 4093 7118
“Professional Care in your Community”

Dr Dave Cuming dermatology, paediatrics & minor surgery
Dr Julia Watters nutrition, women’s health, paediatrics & minor surgery
Dr Helen Pedgrift general practitioner
Dr Aileen Traves  general practitioner, indigenous health
Dr Alex Lapenga  ACRRM registrar
Dr Deepa Gadhvi  general practitioner
Dr Chanelle Plumb                                           medical registrar
Extra Services:  Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, 

Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm
Kowrowa Clinics every other Wednesday am/pm

Your Guide to Indigenous Health 
at Kuranda Medical Centre

“Stay well with a Health Check”
Keep healthy and strong with a Health Check.  Health Checks are 
for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, adults and the 

elderly.
Kuranda Medical has an experienced Indigenous health worker, 

and Practice Nurses who you can yarn to.  They can help in lots of 
ways to improve your health. These checks are free to you.

Also, if you don’t have a Medicare card, come in and see us. We can 
organise one for you.

Please feel free to come in and book an appointment with me.

See you at the Centre soon, Gina Coleman
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Holiday Pet Feeding Service
Are you going away and the 
boarding kennels are full?

Would your pets be happier 
in their own home?

Let me take care of your animals, plants, mail and 
put the bin out, perhaps you just want your

gardens watered instead.
Then let me help.

Mature local woman with references & police clearance certificate.
Servicing Kuranda, Myola, Kowrowa, Speewah and Koah areas.

Phone 0407 242 190
(A.B.N. 384 113 26948)

The BIGGEST Morning Tea
in the World

QCWA Kuranda Hall
Cnr Barang & Thongon Sts

Kuranda

Wednesday 22 May 2013
9.00am–12 noon

$10 p/p
(includes Morning Tea, Refreshments)

Come along
bring a friend or two.

Enjoy our home baked goodies
and try your luck 
with our raffles

QCWA Kuranda Branch
Kuranda QCWA Branch held a successful Garage Sale on Saturday 13 April. Lots 
of goodies inside our hall – and almost as much display for sale on the lawn. We 
would like to thank everyone who participated for their support.Fundraisers can 
be a lot of work but a good financial return helps us to support local and division 
community projects, as well as aiding us to maintain and upgrade our hall.

Over the past month, our members have been catering for several events; 
attend the very popular “Macca” Australia all over concert in Cairns (what a great 

night). Our craft teacher spent a weekend at QCWA Holiday Units, Kurrimine Beach – teaching Elizabethan 
Embroidery to ladies who travelled from Mossman, Herberton, Cardwell and Malanda. Our crafters are very 
keen and prepared to travel quite a distance to learn new crafts. 

Other crafts taught were Hardanger, Australian Cross stitch on Gingham, Silk Ribbon Embroidery and 
Canvas Tapestry. Despite the constant hum of chatter emanating from each unit, quite a bit of work was done 
and all students left happy with their efforts at the end of the weekend. Another craft weekend will be held in 
November. These craft weekends are open, not just to CWA members, but to all who are interested in learning 
a new craft or even getting assistance with a difficult project. A plus is the location – just about on the beach – 
great for an early walk or swim before settling down to needle and thread.

Next event for the year: Biggest Morning Tea (fundraiser for Cancer Research) to be held on Wednesday 
22nd May. Flyers with information will be displayed around the town. We hope to have a good turn up for this 
day. 

Come and join us for a cuppa, a laugh and even learn some new craft ideas. Contact Yvonne on 4093 7016. 
For Hall Hire, Contact Sarah on 4093 7599. 

Conservation Volunteers 
Australia Launches National 

Call for Supporters 
Australia’s leading practical conservation organisation 
is launching a national call for friends to help our 
environment. 

Founded in 1982, Conservation Volunteers Australia 
has already involved hundreds of thousands of people 
in actively caring for the environment. The Friends of 
Conservation Volunteers program, launching nationally 
on 1st May 2013, will offer a new way for people to get 
involved and demonstrate their support for a healthy 
environment for all Australians by caring for our 
wildlife, landscapes and heritage.

Conservation Volunteers CEO, Colin Jackson OAM, 
said “We know that people lead busy lives, and we’ve 
enjoyed great support from the community over the last 
30 years. We want to take the next step now and offer the 
chance for people to get engaged in a whole lot of new 
ways with us – volunteering of course, but also joining 
in a range of social activities, fundraising, undertaking 
training and supporting opportunities that will be great 
for individuals and a real bonus for the environment.”

In Cairns the launch of the new Friends of 
Conservation Volunteers program will take place 
38 Hayward Street Mooroobool 4870 at 3.00pm on 
Wednesday 1st May. 

Dr Alice Crabtree, Regional Manager said “We are 
really hoping the people of Cairns region will support 
this exciting new initiative. We already know that the 
residents here care deeply about our environment 
as they have proved many times on our volunteer 
programs. We hope to see a great turnout for the launch 
of our Friends program, including anyone who has 
always wondered just how they can get involved in some 
social and fun volunteering whilst doing something 
useful at the same time!”

For more information, or to attend the launch/photo 
opportunities, contact: Karra Armstrong, Office phone: 
4032 0844; cairns@cva.org.au

J&R Home & Garden
HOUSE CLEANING & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

4093 9290
0437 290 849

• REASONABLE RATES
• ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY
• FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE
• REAL ESTATE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

In aid of Cancer Research



20 Coondoo Street, Kuranda • 4093 9026 
www.artskuranda.asn.net.au

Custom Framing of Prints, Original Art 
Works, Certificates, Photos and more

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FREE DELIVERY TO LOCAL AREA

12 River Street, Kowrowa
Call Jeb 4093 9681 or 0422 638 122

littlegaia@aapt.net.au
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Art is a Language and Craft is its Grammar 
Exhibition Applications Open
c.1907 Contemporary Artspace is an initiative of Cairns Regional 
Council dedicated to support and encourage local contemporary 
and experimental work and push conventional boundaries. c.1907 is 
provided free of charge to local artists and is located in Lake Street, 
Cairns. You, or your art collective, may like to be considered for the 
program.

Further information: 
Heather McGriffin, Facilities Liaison Officer,
Inner City Facilities, Cairns Regional Council 
Tel: 4044 3715 
innercityfacilities@cairns.qld.gov.au
www.facebook.com/c.1907Artspace 

Regional Arts Australia Survey Results
1,182 people who completed the survey and provided comment. 
The 2013 Survey results are an invaluable part of the 2013 National 
Consultation, and will help inform the next step. 

Here are a couple of Queensland comments from the Survey:
“The Regional Arts Fund is one of the most accessible funds for 

regional communities in Australia.” Electorate of Flynn, QLD
“...those of us who choose a healthy rural lifestyle crave the arts and 

culture so would like to see more in small communities.” Electorate of 
Kennedy. 

If you would like to see the advocacy work QLD RAA has been doing 
in Canberra during March, visit their website www.regionalarts.
com.au for more information. A copy of the brochure produced for 
the Launch is available on the publications page, at www.regionalarts.
com.au/raa1/publications.asp 

“WATERMARK”  by Sasi Victoire 
Kuranda Arts Co-op printmaker, Dr Sasi Victoire returned from a 
residency in Chiang Mai, Thailand with an exhibition of exceptional 
poignancy. Sasi’s experiences reinforce the need for awareness of 
climate change whilst highlighting the amazing resilience shown by 
people to surmount difficulties under the impact of water.

“Watermark’ opened at the Tanks Art Centre on Friday, 19th April 
and the opening was attended by a number of  Kuranda Arts Co-op 
artists and local supporters.

The exhibition continues until 12th May.

claire souter GALLERY at Kuranda
FEATURED ARTIST FOR MAY/JUNE

Susan Doherty
FLAMBOYANT KURANDA IDENTITY

SHOWS HER PAINTINGS

Gallery hours Wednesday–Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm • Settlement Building, Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda

NOW STOCKING
ARTIST SUPPLIES
(oil paints, medium, 
brushes, charcoal,

paper, canvas)
Orders can be taken.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES

Intersection Upgrade information on display 
A plan outlining works to be undertaken for the upgrade of the Rob Vievers Drive 
and Morton Street intersection is now on display at the Kuranda Library.

“This project will improve the safety of residents, tourists and other visitors – 
whether road users or pedestrians – by redesigning the intersection and closing two 
other intersections in the area,” Tablelands Regional Council Mayor Rosa Lee Long 
said.

“This project will be easily visible to road users and to ensure everyone is aware of 
what is to take place, we are making this information available before work begins. 

“The redesign is the result of extensive work by council staff and will bring this 
intersection in line with contemporary safety standards. In the course of the works a 
number of identified trees will be removed.

“We have limited vegetation loss as much as possible, and additionally I am 
advised the type of tree involved is very common in the area and this removal poses 
little to no environmental impact.

“I am also advised that there should be little to no impact in terms of resident’s 
privacy due to the topography in the area.”

Tree removal is scheduled to begin in late May, and construction works in late 
June.

Anyone interested in more information can contact Lemaki Curulala, 
project manager for the intersection upgrade on 4043 4225.
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Barry Hodson
FCPA

Certified Practising
Accountant
PO Box 139 Kuranda

Queensland 4881

Tel/Fax: (07) 4093 9770
Mobile: 0418 314 532

Email: bhodsonfcpa@internode.on.net

B & C DONNNACHIE
CONCRETING CONTRACTORS

LIC. NO.: 050953 • QBSA Act 1991

Domestic & Commercial
TABLELANDS • CAIRNS

0408 187 995
Ph/Fax: 4093 9528

6 Butler Drive,
Kuranda

  

  
   

 

Hidden Words
B O O K S H O P

NOW
OPEN

Books for the thoughtful reader
Bottom of Therwine Street, Kuranda

The Bookshop is selling new and used books on:
HISTORY • BIOGRAPHY • SCIENCE • PSYCHOLOGY • POLITICS • RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY • PHILOSOPHY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS • HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE • ARTS & CRAFTS • ANCIENT & MODERN CLASSICS
• NORTH QUEENSLAND AUTHORS • SELF-HELP • GIFT BOOKS

All welcome any weekday, from 10.00am to 4.00pm • May be open at other times or on weekends
PO Box 1010 Kuranda Qld 4881 • Tel: 4093 7120

nicholsonmandalay@msn.com • http://grahamsbahaiblog.blogspot.com

Kuranda Girl Does Us Proud
Sarah Douglass

This month we profile a remarkable young indigenous lady from 
Kuranda: Sarah Douglass. I immediately add that she no longer lives 
in Kuranda, having recently secured employment as a graduate with a 
federal department in Canberra. But she was brought up in Kuranda 
since about 15 years ago, and her parents and younger brother still live 
here, a close family. So we can justifiably claim her as our own local girl. 
And she says loud and clear that if she can succeed, then so can anyone 
else from this Village or its environs.

Her father was a descendant of the Dharug people to the west of 
Sydney. Sarah was born in Melbourne, and then came with her parents 
to Kuranda as an 8-year -old and was schooled in this area (Caravonica 
State Primary and Cairns State High). The beautiful tropical environment 
of our region left a profound mark on her, a passion which she still has 
and which has guided her in her education and progress. She regards 
herself as an environmentalist, concerned with sustainable development 
for future generations. She also has a concern for the community, and 
before leaving Kuranda she served in a number of voluntary capacities 
– gift wrapping for the Far North Queensland Hospital Foundation, 
with BatReach, Wildlife Care, Envirocare and YAPS. But her voluntary 
interests extended much further. She worked in Nepal for a while with 
her dad as a project adviser for Friends of Himalayan Children. She 
studied in China in 2008 and speaks some Chinese and French. With her 
brother she lived briefly in the UK and Ireland. She has had part time jobs in Kuranda and Cairns.

More recently she has packed a lot into her life. With two degrees in arts (BA, majoring in politics and international 
relations) and science (BSc, majoring in environmental earth science) from JCU, she is now proceeding with her Masters 
degree in development practices and sustainable development in developing countries, although this is currently on 
temporary hold while in Canberra as a graduate. She was the post graduate NAIDOC student for 2012 and the student 
ambassador for JCU. In 2012, as a result of the Global Voices program, she was sent as a national youth delegate to the Rio 
+ 20 Conference in Brazil and was chosen by the youth delegates from all over the world to address the high level Round 
Table, chaired by the Prince of Monaco, with some 30 other world and United Nations leaders. She spoke on the youth 
perspective and priorities concerning the environment and sustainable development, writing her own speech. The photo is 
of her at Rio.

Then this year she was invited to attend the Presidential inauguration ceremony of President Obama in Washington 
DC, USA, also attending the inaugural Presidential Conference with guest speakers such as Rev Jesse Jackson. The obvious 
question – did she meet the President? Unfortunately this opportunity did not present itself, but she still felt privileged and 
a sense of wonderment at the comradeship she encountered.

Now she is a graduate, employed with the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities in Canberra under Minister Tony Burke. This Graduate Program aims to equip graduates with the skills and 
knowledge needed to place them in a competitive position within the Department and the Australian Public Service, while 
having the opportunity to work in a diverse and exciting portfolio. She is involved in matters of international environmental 
relations that may result in her being a delegate for Australia in international treaty negotiations and in relations with 
developing countries. Sarah is still finding her feet and does not know yet exactly where it will lead, but she is excited about 
the prospects. 

With a very positive outlook on life at such a young age, she has several sayings that keep her going. One is: 
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths you take, but by the number of moments that take your breath 
away”, and  “Always find time, no matter how busy you are.”

Well done Sarah and very best wishes for the future!

Graham Nicholson
Hidden Words Bookshop, Kuranda Tel 4093 7120

Kuranda District 
Residents Group
SIX THINGS YOU CAN DO:
1. Email the Premier
thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au
or mail:
The Honourable Campbell 
Newman
Premier of Queensland
PO Box 15185 City East 4002

2. Email the Minister
localgovernment@ministerial.qld.
gov.au
or mail:
Hon David Crisafulli MP
Member for Mundingburra, 
Minister for Local Government
PO Box 15031 City East 4002

3. Sign & Share our 
e-petition
http://chn.ge.ZTRcbd
4. Like us on Facebook
and Share campaign news 
http://on.fb.me/17tQw0O

5. Donate to the Kuranda 
District’s Fighting Fund
Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000
Account No. 149134496

6. Talk about the campaign
with your family, friends and 
community groups. Hold a letter-
writing event at your place and/or 
community group.

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN
Would you like to help? Every 
contribution whether small or large 
is greatly appreciated.
• Call Anne on 0418 772 380
• Post on our website 
www.KurandaNewDeal.com
• Post on our Facebook page
www.Facebook/KurandaNewDeal
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Mobil
Koah Roadhouse

4093 7887

Crumbed Fish  7.00
Battered Fish  7.00

Grilled Fish  7.00
Family Hunger Busta 25.00

Chicken Gravy Roll  5.50
Hamburger  7.50

Bacon & Egg Burger  7.50
Bacon & Egg Roll  7.50
Hamburger Lot  9.00

Fish Burger  9.00
Fish Burger Lot  10.50

Steak Burger  9.00
Steak Burger Lot  10.50

Whole Large Chicken  15.99

IN STORE MONTHLY SPECIALS

Last Order Taken At 7.30pm
PRICING SUBJECT TO CHANGE

a mission im-possible
CLEANING & MAINTENANCE CO.

“Mostly Maintenance”
4093 7545 • 0419 304 652

anytime or email your enquiry:
pamela.daniels@bigpond.com

Kuranda • Tablelands • Environs

  Light Steel
 Fabrication
  Automotive
   Repairs
  Small Engine
   Repairs
  General House
    hold/Business
   Repairs
  Police Checked
  and insured
  Competitive
  Rates
  Prompt
  Service

Are You Staring At Me?

PhotoGRAPhS: AlAn hendeRSon
www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

We’ve all participated in staring competitions and some of us better at it than 
others, but there are some reptiles which can out-do us all. It’s not that they are just 
good at it or can go for long periods of time without blinking; it is simply that they 
cannot blink. Snakes, geckos and legless lizards must go through life with their eyes 
open 24 hours per day.

You would expect to have all sorts of problems with eyes that do not close; 
sore dry eyes at the very least. These reptiles have this problem sorted though. 
Their eyes are covered by a clear scale called a spectacle which prevents the eye 
drying out and protects it from damage. Snakes and legless lizards in particular 
push their way head first through spiky grasses, leaf-litter and all sorts of other 
materials which would surely poke our eyes and leave us in some discomfort. Yet 
the spectacle protects their eyes well in these circumstances, and their vision is not 
usually compromised.

The lizards have an advantage when grit or grime collects on their eyes. Both 
geckos and legless lizards have soft fleshy tongues, and use them to lick their 
spectacles clean. Snakes on the other hand, have slender forked tongues and lack 
the ability to clean their eyes on a regular basis.

Over time however, like a favourite pair of sunglasses, the spectacles of these 
reptiles begin to show some wear and tear, and like sunglasses they can be replaced. 
This happens when the snake or lizard sheds its skin. As shedding approaches it 
becomes evident in the skin of the reptile as the colour dulls off. With geckos, the 
skin often takes on a ghostly appearance, while with snakes it is known as the 
‘opaque phase’, as a milky fluid is secreted between the old layer of skin and the 
new one underneath. As their eye spectacles are part of the skin, they too change 

in appearance and become milky blue. Snakes are practically blind for several days 
during this process. This soon clears and the process of shedding takes place. For 
these reptiles with built-in spectacles the shedding begins at the nose as the animal 
rubs its head against an object in order to peel it back. Ultimately the skin ends 
up rolling off inside out, and a pristine reptile emerges with bright markings and 
spotless spectacles to look through.

Alan Henderson
Minibeast Wildlife

A gecko cannot blink, but can clean its eyes with its tongue.

A Black-headed Python with an ‘opaque’ spectacle prior to shedding its skin.

the shed skin of a northern death Adder (snake), complete with spectacles.
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Inside My Studio
Interview and Photograph by Toni Rogers

I used to pretend that I wasn’t afraid of spiders. Sometimes after finding one, and 
removing it, I still believed, however, that there were spiders waiting in my bed for me. 
So, how brave was I to walk into macro photographer Alan Henderson’s ‘resource room’ 
and stand amongst spiders, stick insects, assorted beetles, bugs, snakes and frogs. They 
were fortunately, for me, all safely and comfortably ensconced in their own labelled 
containers. I felt ‘protected’ by Alan Henderson, the recipient of Young Australian of the 
Year – Regional Development Award for the creation of Minibeast Wildlife in Victoria 
in 1998. Now living in Kuranda, Alan contributes to The Kuranda Paper each month with 
an article about a hairy or long-legged invertebrate and through his regular writing we 
are all being educated about the beauty of the many harmless creatures which have in 
the past frightened the daylights out of most of us. Alan, along with his wife Deanna, 
previously worked at Melbourne Museum from 1999 to 2010. They played key roles in the 
development of the extremely popular exhibition Bugs Alive! and were responsible for its 
ongoing operation, and the management of all living displays at the Museum.
Where is your current studio?
Anywhere, a rainforest, a garden shed, just in the garden or anywhere I might 
be with my camera. My studio equipment is portable. My resource and breeding 
room at home in Kuranda is another arm of that which Deanna and I do as part of 
Minibeast Wildlife.

Do you work alone or with others?
Alone mostly with my photography, however, my wife Deanna is a luxury to have on 
hand to ‘hold this’ or ‘watch that’ while I endeavour to photograph something before 
it moves or flies away. Deanna and I work together within our business, breeding 
invertebrates, educating school children and supplying people all over Australia 
with these amazing animals via our website.

What are the essential features your studio has to have?
Animals – particularly invertebrates, reptiles, and amphibians. They are my subjects 
and the reason I enjoy photography. I often use a white background to photograph 
them on to highlight the features which are sometimes hidden in their natural 
environment. I also utilise an array of natural materials to create sets if I’m not 
photographing animals in the wild.

Describe your work pattern – hours/days/weeks. 
My hours are all over the place and have to fit in with all the other aspects of our 
business. I photograph when there is an opportunity. If I see an interesting spider or 
an insect doing something special I’ll seize the opportunity. I often go bush looking for 
invertebrates for other aspects of what we do and I always take my camera with me.

Describe the works you do in your studio.
Photographic portrait shots of animals. My subjects must look natural in the 
photograph, they must sit naturally – I’m really fussy about capturing the natural 
behaviour. There is nothing worse than seeing a half dead subject that has been 
transported and ‘propped’ artificially for a photo shoot. All this needs patience. I 
guess I have plenty but sometimes think I could do with some more! My years of 
working with these animals enables me to recognise behavioural habits, and be able 
to predict what they are going to do. These cues may indicate that an animal is about 
to fly off or perhaps shed its skin. 

Why is macro photography your chosen medium?
This work allows me to enter another world. I really enjoy it. It is fascinating seeing 
into this world and being part of it and I really enjoy sharing it with others. I started 
using an old Box Brownie and a kookaburra was my first subject. By primary school 
I had Dad’s old Pentax K-1000 and I was printing black and white photographs in 
the darkroom. I remember, as an 8- or 9-year-old, lying on the ground face to face 
with a blue-tongue lizard at eye level. Not very much has changed since then, except, 
of course, my equipment.

List three things you listen to while working.
Firstly my two young daughters. Usually it’s great to hear them playing and using 
their imaginations – and fighting occasionally!  They are a constant and they are 
with me at home a lot. Then I would have to say ‘nature’ as a good percentage of my 
photography is undertaken in the field. I keep my ears open to interesting sounds – a 
buzzing or leaves rustling. I’ve encountered many an interesting subject or situation 
playing out by taking notice of those sounds. I also listen to music if I’m shooting 
indoors for any length of time.

Your favourite tool?
My soft box. (Alan ducked off and came back with a small hand-held ‘soft box’ which fitted 
onto his flash, completely  separate to his camera, a Canon 5D Mark II.) The ‘soft box’ softens 
the light and reduces the hard shadows by effectively enlarging the size of the light 
source. It’s just like light coming from a cloudy sky compared to directly from the 
smaller ‘pinpoint’ of the sun. This light provides nice soft shadows. It makes it easier 
to see the detail in areas. My macro photography is a two-handed business.

How do you identify your work? 
Over the last couple of years I have begun to brand them digitally with ‘Alan 
Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife’. I have over 20,000 digital images, but I can still 
recognise my images easily. Only a small percentage of them are online though. 

How do you sell your work?
I have my image library linked to our Minibeast Wildlife website. I have a couple of 
websites dedicated to my photography, plus a Blog and a Minibeast Wildlife Facebook 
page. I sell my images worldwide via these sites and also by people seeing them on 
other websites and wanting to use them. They are in low resolution as a security. I 
have this presence on the internet. My images are purchased for educational and 
natural history books, posters, calendars, websites and more recently phone and 
tablet apps.

Do you teach or sell from your studio?
I have also given various talks on macro photography to community groups, 

photography groups and zoo 
keepers over the years. I am 
planning to run some macro 
photography workshops in 
Kuranda this year.

Do you have any other 
paid or unpaid jobs?  
The business side of Minibeast 
Wildlife is multifaceted. It 
covers breeding both for sale 
and for live minibeasts for use 
in the film and TV industry. We 
provide educational services 
to schools and the online 
shop for selling bugs. Our 
publication ‘Bugs Alive – a 
Guide to Keeping Australian 
Invertebrates’ (ISBN 978-0-
9758370-805) published by Museum Victoria received a 2008 Whitley Award, and 
won the 2009 ARAZPA (ZAA) Publication Award. My eldest daughter Caitlin, a 
trained writer, is working with me on a new book for publication.

If you could change one thing about your studio what would that be?
I would like to have a permanent studio space, a specific area, to do ‘set up’ 
photography when I need to. At the moment I use my work station which is also 
used for writing and other things.

If you were not working with photography what would you be doing?
I cannot imagine working away from bugs, but now that you ask, perhaps I would 
get involved in music. I was in a band years ago as a drummer and we used to play 
in pubs in Victoria. We hadn’t played together for 20 years and got back together 
recently and played on the back of a truck. It was great fun. I also enjoy playing 
around with film making (shooting, editing and recording music). For a bit of fun 
we started making our own feature length film about 10 years ago with family and 
friends as cast and crew…we’ve plugged away all this time and we’re almost finished! 

Last month a film crew from the UK producing a new David Attenborough documentary 
came to Kuranda specifically to work with Alan and Minibeast Wildlife. The production 
was shot in 3D and Minibeast Wildlife provided the live invertebrates, sets and expertise 
for the Australian component of the production. They enabled the crew to get some 
amazing footage. The series will screen on TV and IMAX in the UK later this year, and will 
be screened on ABC in Australia afterwards.
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MORO
AUTO REPAIRS

Ric Moro
Phone: (07) 4092 4198

Fax: (07) 4092 4203 • A/Hrs: (07) 4093 2532
PO Box 243, Mareeba 4880

128 MASON STREET, MAREEBA

FOR ALL YOUR MECHANICAL REPAIRS TO

CARS • TRUCKS • TRAILERS
Roadworthy Certificates,

inspection and
modification
authorisation

Sommer
Painting Services

Est. 1995 • QBSA 076195

LONG LIST OF LOCAL REFERENCES

• New Homes/Repaints
• Commercial
• High-pressure Cleaning
• Airless spraying
• Roof restorations
• Sikkens Timber Finishes
• Free quotes

Ralf Sommer
107 Veivers Drive, Speewah

Phone/Fax 4093 0146
Mobile 0413 313 823

Hello from Kuranda SES
Well it has been a quiet month for SES, but the training has still 
been on in preparedness for any event. Donna and Sheila are 
currently doing their trainers course. 

Thanks to TRC and Jenny Jensen, we finally have a sign 
pointing to our shed so that people know where we are. So many 
people turn down Fallon Road and then can’t find our building, 
so now there is no excuse. Thanks again Jenny for starting the 
process.

Kuranda is finally getting a boat. Kuranda has fought long 
and hard to achieve this, as the thoughts were that we cannot 
do anything on the Barron River that rages in the wet, but after 
much talking we have finally got through that there are a lot of 
small creeks around where people may get stuck and need to 
be rescued. So after our training in flood boats in June, we will 
receive our very own flood boat.

We also would like to ask any builders or handy persons 
around the area, if they would kindly donate some roofing 
material and help us to put a roof over our new container. Please 
feel free to ring me on 0427 037 054 and discuss if you have any 
thoughts or can help in any way.

May 11th Kuranda Disaster Info Day
Centenary Park

10.00am- 1.30pm
Free Sausage Sizzle, sample bags plus more

Jumping castle for the kids
This is an information day on how Kuranda area (including 

Speewah, Mona Mona, Koah and surrounding areas) survives in 
a disaster where we are cut off and have no contact with the rest 
of the world. We need the support of the community to make 
this day a success.

 If you are stuck at home with no phone and someone is sick, 
how do you get help? 

If a fire/cyclone takes out your home what do you do?
These and many more questions will be answered on the day.
Learn what you can do in the event of a disaster happening 

in your area. 
Don’t forget you are never too old to join SES, so come along 

Tuesday nights, 7:30pm and join in the fun. 

Carolyn Day, Local Controller,
Kuranda SES

Information shared helps you be 
PREPARED!

The Official Launch of the Kuranda and District All-Hazards Disaster Plan will take 
place at our Centenary Park in Kuranda on Saturday, 11th May (Mothers’ Day weekend) from 
10.00am until 1.30pm. Please come along with family and friends. The kids will love the free 
jumping castle and soft drinks.

Free sausage sizzle stall will be manned by the SES and Rural Fire Volunteers. TRC Disaster 
Information packages and bushfire awareness handouts will be available, along with forms to 
privately register any special skill or equipment you might wish to help out with, in the event 
of a disaster. Fire appliances and emergency vehicles will also be on site.

Become aware of the plans and contacts in your particular area that you may need in the 
event of a natural or other disaster.

Yvonne Thomson,
Admin. Officer, Clohesy Rural Fire Groups
(members of the Kuranda and District
All-Hazards Disaster Plan)

Has 
Can Do Campbell 

Gone Batty?
Wildlife Queensland is simply aghast at 
the Premier’s latest attempt to gain community 
support yet again at the expense of the 
environment and our wildlife.

“The Premier is now attacking local 
authorities for lack of action on dispersing 
flying-fox camps. At least, the local authorities 
appreciate that it is a complex situation that 
requires a well considered approach”, said 
Des Boyland, spokesperson for Wildlife 
Queensland. “Furthermore some Councillors 
in certain local authorities have been listening 
to flying-fox experts and heeding wise advice. 
This latest outburst by the Premier appears 
to be triggered from a recent visit to north 
Queensland where one Council showed wisdom 
and rejected a call to disperse flying-fox camps 
without a well thought out plan.’

Biosecurity Queensland and Queensland Health provide very sound advice on how to coexist 
with flying foxes. Wildlife Queensland suggests that the Premier heeds that advice based on science 
not urban myths and for once let the experts deal with the challenge.

“It is obvious that the Premier has no appreciation of the vital significant role these much 
maligned species play in ensuring ecological processes continue. These flying-foxes, the long range 
pollinators, are partly responsible for the healthy forests the community relies on to provide fresh air 
and special places where you can enjoy and commune with nature”, stated Boyland.

“Now as if to add to the problem, not solve it, the LNP Government has initiated action to amend 
the Vegetation Management Act, the outcome of which is the possible loss of flying-fox habitat. 
When will they ever learn”, concluded Boyland.

Spectacled Flying-fox
Listed as a Vulnerable Species
PHOTOGRAPH BY HELEN DOUGLAS
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Twenty Year 5 students at Kuranda District State 
College (KDSC) will soon take to the Kuranda airwaves 
as part of a unique and innovative school based radio 
training initiative.  

This first semester Technology Key Learning Area 
is part of ongoing research to establish links between 
school based radio broadcasting and increased student 
literacy and numeracy by bringing together subject 
areas of English, Science and Maths.

Through the implementation of a number of 
teaching strategies, the students are developing 
higher order thinking skills enabling them to use 
and apply the metalanguage of science and radio 
broadcasting technology. Our Year 5 Radio Stars are 
learning advanced scientific concepts relating to wave 
mechanics by understanding the science of waves as 
an integral part of radio broadcasting. This foundation 
of applied science provides the basis for applied radio 
literacy skills of writing, reading and announcing.

“The children have excitedly embraced this unique 
learning opportunity” says KDSC Year 5 teacher, 
Tristan Henderson. “We think this is a one of a kind 
project in Australia where students as young as Year 
5 actively produce radio material. The science aspects 
of the project have really engaged the students as they 
have an immediate application for their newly acquired 
understandings. It also provides the opportunity to 
learn about the machinations of radio production and 
broadcasting and 
particularly the real 
world connectedness 
for literacy, writing, 
interviewing skills 
and oral language 
opportunities. I really 
appreciate the time 
and expertise that Dr 
Gecko (Peter McCabe) 
and his assistant Miss 
K. (Kate Gwozdz) have 
given to the students 
to make their learning 
more relevant and 
fun!” 

The project is a 
continuation of the 
88.0 Gecko FM KDSC 
School based radio 
training program 
established by Peter 
McCabe in 2004. He 
says this project is a 

fun way for students to engage with technology and 
literacy. “I think the learning process for students is 
enhanced by having an audience. It’s about engaging 
with their family, friends and community in a fun 
and professional way and shows they have advanced 
technology and literacy skills to get their messages 
across the radio airwaves of Kuranda. We hear about 
the concept of media global villages and we’ve got one 
right here in Kuranda. The radio teaching processes we 
are applying use older pedagogies in relevant ways to 
create feelings of success for the students and I want to 
thank our Year 5 radio stars for being so involved with 
their learning.”  

KDSC principal Gary Toshach says “I’m a great 
supporter of learning projects that promote increased 
literacy and numeracy. Peter has been working with 
Midaviau our senior media teacher for a number of 
years and I’m encouraged by Peter developing radio 
projects for our primary students. I know he has 
established school based radio in Croydon State School, 
Bamaga Northern Peninsula College as well as here at 
Kuranda District State College and I’m very supportive 
of his media projects here at KDSC.”
  tristanahendeson@hotmail.com

 
Below: KDSC Year 5 teacher Tristan Henderson with 
her radio stars

KSDC Year 5 Radio Stars right on 
the wavelength

Classics funded by 
Tablelands Regional 

Council 
AN internationally renowned piano and violin duo 
will perform at Mareeba following a funding decision 
by Tablelands Regional Council.

At its most recent meeting the Council considered 
an application for $5000 to support a visit by the 
duo of Ian Tedeschi and Simon Cooper, who will be 
touring outback Queensland during the Queensland 
Music Festival in July this year.

The pair will deliver a tailored master class 
workshop in Mareeba and also present a free public 
performance.

A report to Council noted the audience would 
hear a wide range of music, from classical to jazz and 
Gypsy pieces.

“This opportunity was one that Council was glad 
to support,” Mayor Rosa Lee Long said.

“We have a wonderfully rich culture on the 
Tablelands and it is something that is part of our 
tradition. The opportunity to bring international 
performers to the district, and not only have them 
perform but pass on their knowledge to local artists 
is something to be grabbed with  both hands.

“And Council was in tune with this, voting 
unanimously to approve the funding application,” 
Councillor Lee Long said.

The pair will start their tour at the Mareeba RSL 
with a performance on 19 July.
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Koah Automotive
•  LPG installation & repairs
•  Log book servicing
•  EFI diagnostics and servicing
•  General mechanical repairs
•  Airconditioning repairs and servicing
•  Safety Certif icates on cars, trucks and 

trailers
•  We are an Agent for RACQ CTP Insurance 

for unregistered vehicles

Phone 4093 7993 
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881 

Fax 4093 7993

Operated by  
Koah Automotive

You can now pay your RACQ Insurance and 
Road Service renewal at our of f ice.

Kuranda Horse and
Pony Club

Greenies
Lawn Mowing

Affordable rates
Ring for a quote

Phone: 0438 813 791
Servicing Kuranda and Mareeba

The Kuranda Paper is 
produced by a team of 

volunteers each month. 
Advertising revenue 

pays for printing, 
office expenses and 
donations/grants to 

community groups as 
approved by the KMA 

committee.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 

ADVERTISERS and assist 
the Paper to continue to 

operate. Thank you.

The months of March and April have been pretty big with the Annual Zone 18 Easter 
Camp that was held in Ravenshoe.

81 riders attended from pony clubs in North Qld the weather was fantastic and 
a great time was had by all. This year saw Team Penning being taught which is a 
team of 3 riders having to cut out a cow and get it into a pen followed by another 2 
cows.(photo is off Stevie learning team penning) Lots of fun, there was also sporting, 
cross country jumping and trail rides to name a few activities on offer. So it was a 
rewarding weekend.

We also have had the return of two Kuranda riders from the Beaudesert State 
Show Jumping and Equitation.

Kristy Lane and Jamie Hewitt-Toms returned home from State with a great 
sense of achievement and wealth of knowledge and experience. Jamie came 4th in 
showjumping and equitation.

Olivia and Jamie Hewitt-Toms made the most of travelling all the way down South 
by also going to several of the shows down there and did very well. So congratulations 
on such a big effort.

Many riders attended rally days and the focus is on dresssage and combined 
training for the next couple of months with riders travelling to Ravenshoe and Atherton 
to compete. On the 20th and 21st April we had five riders travel to Ravenshoe, Deb, 
Molly, Lexie, Ashley and Emma all did a brilliant job. For some it was their first time 
competing in Dressage and Cross Country, so Congratulations Girls.

In May the Club is holding a Dressage clinic with Marecla Aktins to help riders in 
their disciplines.

Next riding in the Anzac Parade is a highlight for many of our riders and the 
community to see their local riders proudly being there on this special day.

The Club has been busy fitting in fundraisers and many thanks for your support. 
Well done to everyone. We are all gearing up towards our next two big events:

Family fun night Buffet Pasta Dinner: 25th May 6.30pm bookings on 0447 
005 056 Get a table together, Adults $15.00 and Kids $10.00 This is to raise money 
for the Clubs Zone 18 Quest Entrants, Sophie Curtis and Kristy Lane.

Gymkhana and Horse Sports: 8th and 9th June Camping and canteen 
available. The Horse Sports is Open to Any Riders and is also a Fundraiser for the 
entrants so come along and have some fun.

Many thanks to all the families that support our Club and riders.
Next General Club meeting is 7th May, at the Speewah Tavern pm.
Happy Riding!
       – Di Curtis



Please support
the local

advertisers in
The Kuranda 

Paper.
Think Globally –

Shop Locally

The Pet Pamperer
Offering Individual Services 

for each unique situation

All in home care 
Are you going away? 

Can’t or don’t want Kennels 
Can’t walk your pets  

like you used to?

Catering for all kinds of Pets

For more infomation  
on all kinds of services

Please call  
4093 7430  

or  
0424 924 325

ALL TYPES OF PAINTING
Interior / Exterior

Commercial / Industrial
Spraying a Specialty

Local painter  FREE QUOTES   QBA 1077063

Phone Peter Jury - 0408 333 772 

Daryl's Plumbing
Maintenance

Local to Kuranda

Phone: 0417 232 567
or 4093 9151

Myola • Licenced Plumber
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Living in KurandaKuranda
Last month I wrote “now we wait for signs of rain”. Well, it did rain, and better late than never. Then I made 
the connection that signs from nature had told us so. Ants inside our homes, ants building nests higher off the 
ground to keep their families warm and dry or flying ants eerily swarming during the daytime, actually predicts 
rain.

When it pours down with rain, it’s not just tourists who search for shelter or warmth. Recently a 3.8m snake 
ended up in a Kuranda kitchen. All this talk of rain got me wondering. When it’s raining heavily, what do bees 
do? They can’t go out and forage for nectar; it’s washed off with heavy rains, so they waste their energy foraging? 
Do bees only store enough emergency food to keep their family going, like we do when a Cyclone approaches?

“If the bee disappeared off the surface of the globe, then man would only have four years of life left.” – 
whoever said that, it’s a dire warning for our current world population of 7 billion people. www.worldometers.
info/world-population 

With the push towards growing your own food or buying locally, it is imperative we have a healthy bee 
population. People seem concerned when movies and documentaries about bees are screened world wide. 
Hopefully it will raise awareness of the need to preserve bee colonies.
Silence of the Bees http://tinyurl.com/bsp4kkz
Honey Bee Blues– documentary www.documentaryaustralia.com.au/films/details/538/honeybee-blues
Australia is the last refuge apparently.
Queen of the Sun - www.queenofthesun.com 
Ecological Apocalypse: Why Are All The Bees Dying?
www.prisonplanet.com/articles/april2007/100407beesdying.htm 
Things you can do to help save bees:
 1 Stop using insecticides  2 Plant Bee-friendly plants  3 Create natural habitat gardens  4 Find out more about 
bees  5 Support your local beekeepers  6 Make your own ‘Wild bee’ house  7 Become a beekeeper  8 Lobby your 
local MP  9 Sign petitions banning pesticides 10 Encourage your local authority to do more to help bees.

Many scientists and public health advocates have come to believe that a number of increasingly common 
problems that afflict children, including autism, ADHD, etc, are linked to exposures to toxic chemicals and 
pesticides. www.ewg.org/foodnews/summary/

Parents of children with autism are learning that food choices can help their sons and daughters become 
healthier and reach their full potential. In addition to traditional behavioural therapy and other pharmaceutical 
treatments, pediatricians, researchers, and nutritionists increasingly recommend that parents implement autism 
diets, autism-specific nutrition, and specialised supplementation.

Doctors now recognise that the bodies of children with autism are unique and require very specific care, 
including special enzymes for digestion, medical treatment for yeast infections and other common conditions 
found during testing, attention to digestive issues, special dietary requirements (autism diets), nutrient and fatty 
acid supplementation, behavioural therapy, and more. 

This latest Food Pyramid is designed especially for those sensitive children and adults—dealing with 
inflammation, digestive issues, immune system and detoxification challenges. http://tinyurl.com/c7hg73h

Take a look. It just may be the help you need to make the change.

        kuranda_cares@yahoo.com.au

Watch nature –  It tells you things
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Kuranda Constructions
& Building Services

All Carpentry, 
Residential & Commercial 

Renovations,
Extensions & Alterations,

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Decks & Patios,
Metal Roofing,

Maintenance & Repairs,
Insurance & Body Corporate Work

Ben: 0402 92 0135
kurandaconstruct@hotmail.com

BSA: 1146907

SERVICING ALL AREAS

JENSEN JOTTINGS
Jenny Jensen – Division 8 Councillor
TABLELANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

jenny.jensen@trc.qld.gov.au • Ph: 0417 002 046 • Council Office 1300 362 242
Residents are welcome to contact me in regards these or any other matters. 

Your opinions are always welcome.

De-amalgamation Update:
The Minister for Local Government is continuing to 
maintain his position that there will be no changes to 
boundaries until at least 2016. The majority of Kuranda 
District residents are clearly not happy with the current 
situation and I am continuing to receive concerns from 
residents from all walks of life and from different parts 
of our community. As your elected representative, I am 
happy to continue to voice your concerns. Yes, there 
are some people who do not agree and I respect your 
right to do so. However, I support what was a very clear 
message from this community on March 9th. 
Kuranda District Residents Group:
The KDRG, formed out of the March 25th Public 
Meeting, has been working extremely hard on a 
number of activities to influence both the Minister and 
the Premier to re-think their decisions and the Group is 
resolutely continuing their battle to be heard. Regular 
newsletter updates are occurring as well as Facebook 
and website traffic. If you want more information or 
want to assist in any way, please contact the KDRG. 
The Convenor is Anne Clarke and members include 
Barry Childs, Linda Snart, Pat Daly, Syd Walker, Bob 
Madden, Garth Owen, Lisa McAllister, John Robinson, 
Peter McCabe, Arch McArthur, Lionel Quartermaine 
and myself. 
Kuranda Community Precinct News:
The new KCP Advisory Committee will meet on May 
1st. Independent Chairperson is John Baskerville and 
the community reps are John Robinson, Mandy Dewey, 
Arch McArthur and Nicki Gibson. The Committee 
will begin the next stage of developing the site as a 
Community Precinct for the Kuranda District. The 
long-term plan is to create a community space for all 
the community to access and enjoy. The broad Master 
Plan is to relocate the Library to the Precinct and to 
sell the old Pre-School site to fund the development of 
the community space. The detailed planning of what 
“community space” looks like is dependent on funding, 
consensus of what is needed in this community and 
time. The lots known as Lot 1 and Lot 2 (the old Pre-
School site) are expected to be offered for sale soon. 
This is a small portion of the total site (approx 16.5%) 
and the funds will be placed in a Reserve Fund for use 
only on the development of the Community Precinct. 
Please note the Council Resolution clearly states that 
no other part of the site is being offered for sale. 

What is happening to the Fluoride Plant?:
Council has voted to remove the Kuranda Fluoride 
Plant before June. (as well as the Malanda Fluoride 
Plant). Council voted in 2012 not to commission the 
Fluoride plants across the region. 
New Aged Housing Units to be ready soon:
Four new one bedroom Aged Housing units are 
expected to be completed by July. There will be two 
new units near Foodworks and two new units in 
Harriman St. 
Kuranda Projects happening:
Projects that are already in the current TRC Budget 
are also expected to be completed by the end of this 
calendar year. These include the upgrade to the 
Amphitheatre Toilets, the construction of the toilet 
block at RosCommon and the start of construction on 
the new Visitors Centre. 
Roadworks Projects:
Council has signed off on the bitumen re-seal project 
which will see roads across the region resealed. A 
number of roads in the Kuranda District will be 
improved and the work is expected to be completed 
before Christmas. This is part of a major tender where 
Councils across the Far North have banded together 
to tender the work and as a result have gained very 
significant savings for each Council. Work on Mona 
Mona Road is expected to commence this month.
Morton Street Intersection Upgrade:
Work will commence soon on the upgrade of the 
intersection of Rob Veivers Drive and Morton Street. 
There has been extensive consultation with residents 
in the area of the intersection and the approved design 
is now on display at the Kuranda Library. The design 
ensures safety and sufficient room for safe turning by 
all types of vehicles. (further details in this edition). 
Essentially, the design will see the current entrances 
closed off and a new entrance via Veivers Street. 
Some Black Wattles will be removed as a result of 
the construction work. This intersection has been the 
subject of much planning and it is important that the 
safety improvements happen. 
Fallon Road Bridge:
Finally, it seems that the new crossing will be open 
soon. It is expected that the Jum Rum Crossing on 
Fallon Road will open on May 15th. 
“Walkway Pods” commence:
Construction on the small undercover shelters (known 

as “pods”) has begun. These structures will provide 
shelter along the walkway from the Train and Skyrail 
stations and are funded by the Kuranda Infrastructure 
Fund (contributions from Skyrail and Kuranda Scenic 
Rail). Due to the construction work, pedestrian traffic 
will be diverted for a period. If you would like further 
detail on the Infrastructure Fund (Strategic Plan, list 
of Projects until 2020 and Budget), please check the 
TRC website. 
Budget 2013/14:
Council is currently developing two Budgets for the 
2013/14 financial year (one for the continuing TRC and 
one for the new MSC). Any already approved projects 
currently funded in the 2012/13 Budget will not be 
affected and will continue. 
Draft Planning Scheme being reviewed:
The Draft Planning Scheme is “Draft” and it is not a 
final document. The concerns over the inaccuracies in 
the Overlays are clearly evident and Council is working 
on the State Government to get the State to amend 
these Overlays. Council is currently going through the 
submissions made by members of the public and the 
Scheme will reflect the amendments required. I have 
also been asked about the status of the TRC Planning 
Scheme (assuming it is adopted this year) in the 
Mareeba Shire Council. The Deputy Premier has been 
quoted as saying that the TRC Scheme will not apply, 
however to date there is no official notification of this. 
The TRC is currently working on amendments and 
anticipates that the new TRC Scheme will be adopted 
later this year. Essentially, as of Jan 1st the TRC will be 
required to handover all Policies, Local Laws, Planning 
Scheme etc etc to the new Council and it will be up to 
the new Council whether they choose to amend, change 
or revoke any of these. 
“Business as Usual”:
Please spare a thought for the staff of Council. The staff 
of the TRC are under considerable pressure to deliver 
on the de-amalgamation whilst keeping up with day 
to day services. The coming months until December 
31 will be both busy and difficult for the TRC staff as 
they go about dividing everything. As well, staff are 
facing a deal of uncertainty as all staff positions will 
be re-evaluated and new staffing structures will be 
developed. 

(Continued on Page 23)



The Kuranda Paper is produced by a team 
of volunteers and, at 20 years+ and still 
going strong, is arguably the longest-

running community-based newspaper 
in Queensland. The paper’s continuing 

existence relies on our advertising revenue. 
Readers: please contact our advertisers for 

your goods and services.
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Justice of 
the Peace

(QUALIFIED)
Please phone for 

appointment or leave a 
message, and I will get

back to you.
Telephone 4093 8780

Karen McLaren
FREE SERVICE

Our Historic Past Peter Ryle

antiques
FAIRIES AND JEWELS

2/225 Byrnes St, Mareeba • Ph: 4092 6030

OPEN:
Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-5.00pm

Saturday 9.00am-noon

Buying and Selling Old Wares
and collectibles

The construction of the Cairns to Herberton railway 
line gave the people of Cairns the chance to visit the 
treasures of the area behind the coast. For the great 
majority of people in Cairns this was their first 
opportunity to experience the attractions that were 
virtually on their own doorstep, but were previously 
difficult to access. Before the advent of the railway the 
only way for people to access the area behind Cairns 
was to tackle the range tracks by foot or by horse, both 
daunting experiences. An article in The Cairns Post 
of 12 November 1890 gives us a glimpse of how the 
building of the railway offered new opportunities for 
those on the coast to better enjoy their leisure hours. 

WITH the rails of the second section now laid to 
within a few miles of the Barron Falls, it is not 

a matter of surprise that the holiday time afforded by 
the Prince of Wales’ birthday was availed of by many 
people for a trip to Kuranda.

This township at the Middle Crossing of the Barron, 
nestling just above the famous Falls, bids fair to become 
not only the show place, but the sanitorium of the 
North. Only four miles as the crow flies from the ocean, 
and with an altitude of at least 1000 feet, no wonder the 
climate is at once invigorating and delightful, and the 
charms offered by the neighbourhood are as tempting 
to the lover of the picturesque as they are to the jaded 
searcher after health.

Do you like fishing or boating as recreations? – the 
noble Barron River offers many and varied attractions. 
If your idea of sport is centered in a breech-loader, 
game is abundant, embracing, each in their season, 
wild ducks, scrub hens, turkies, pheasants, pigeons, 
kingfisher, quail, satin bow and the bell bird.

From the experienced naturalist and botanist, down 
to the humble collector of orchids or butterflies who 
has more love for the beautiful than a knowledge of the 
scientific nomenclature of his captures, there is a wide 
field for research, and an abundance of beautiful things 
to hand, both animate and inanimate.

Forest groups of strange and stately trees, and belts 
of the dense jungle typical of tropical Queensland are 
within easy distance, and birds of rare and beautiful 
plumage still make these marvels their home.

With the marvellous attractions provided by nature 
it is not to be supposed that Kuranda will ever share 
the fate of so many townships that have merely an 
ephemeral existence during the construction of a 
railway. Running through it the Cairns-Herberton 
railway will doubtless in the course of time tap the Gulf, 
but Kuranda must remain on its own merits a thriving 
and populous health resort. The more communication 

is opened up the larger must Kuranda become, as 
it is not to be supposed that the benefits of such a 
sanitorium will be confined to the inhabitants of the 
immediate district.

In the meantime two first-class hotels, one kept 
by Mr. Remilton at Kuranda, and one by Mr. George 
Walton a little further on, are heavily taxed at holiday 
time, to meet the demands upon them, and the opening 
of the second section in March next will doubtless be 
the signal for further building operations.

Future premises may be more architecturally 
perfect, but is can be taken for granted at the present 
time that the hotels now in existence, for convenience 
and home comfort, are haad to beat.

   

The following article in The Morning Post sheds 
some light on the Kuranda area as it was in March 
1891:

THERE is no suburban  township mapped out on 
the first, second or third sections of the Cairns-

Herberton railway with a better future before it than 
Kuranda. The exigencies of railway construction have 
caused townships to spring into existence here, there 
and everywhere, but with the termination of work 
at any given place the order to march has come, and 
silence and solitude now reign where once stood the 
merry hotel and the busy camp.

Kamerunga held its own for a long time, and will 
always remain a township, but in the meantime a 
partial exodus has commenced, and the business man 
has his eye already fixed  towards Kuranda.

It is claimed for Kuranda, that being the township 
of the celebrated Barron Falls, it must remain a show 
place for tourists and pilgrims; and that owing to 
its altitude, bracing climate and manifold natural 
advantages of scenery, sport, &c, it will quickly become 
renowned as the great sanitorium of the North.

As a business centre it has its own advantages 
of settlement, timber and agriculture; sources of 
prosperity that will enlarge as the district is opened 
up. Already representations have been made to the 
Department with reference to police protection, and a 
promise has, we understand, been given that the camp 
at Kamerunga will be shifted thence at an early date.

The town is the headquarters of the Barron Farmers 
Association, and this body are energetically assuming 
all the useful functions of a Progress Association. It may 

safely be assumed that steps will be taken at an early 
date for the inauguration of a State School, and such 
other institutions as may be required; and application  
has already been made for the appointment of  resident 
Justices of the Peace.

The Barron Divisional Board, now in course of 
formation, will doubtless eventually establish its office 
at Kuranda, and under judicious management the 
Division should speedily double its population and 
revenue.

For the proposed Granite Creek-Kuranda road 
contracts are now advertised, and this important work, 
coupled with the suggested bridging of the middle 
crossing of the Barron, must assist materially to bring 
prosperity to Kuranda, and by natural sequence, to 
Cairns.

With regard to the settlers in the district they 
appear to be men of  the right stamp, and this is amply 
demonstrated  by the fact that in the main they are 
feeling undoubtedly anti-Chinese.

With the formation of the Board it is suggested to 
license the hawkers, and this is an example that might 
be copied with advantage by the Cairns Municipality. 
The farmers of the Barron are seized with the fact that 
it is utter folly to be anti-Chinese unless prepared to 
rival the aliens in cultivation and in general industry.

This they are ready to attempt, and if successful the 
white farmer of the Barron will be no mean factor in 
the permanent prosperity of Kuranda.  

Jensen Jottings (Continued from page 22
Customer Requests system: If you have a request 
for Council action, please log this, either via email to 
info@trc.qld.gov.au, or by using the link “Report a 
Problem” on the Council website, or by phone 1 300 
362 242 (this same phone number is also the after 
hours Emergency number)
Council Meetings: Council Meetings are held on the 
first and third Thursdays of each month, alternately in 
Atherton and Mareeba. (May 2nd in Mareeba and May 
16th in Atherton). Meetings are public meetings and 
anyone can attend. Requests to address Council can be 
made by contacting the Mayor’s Office 4043 4410. The 
Meeting Agenda is published on the TRC website by the 
Monday immediately prior to the Council Meeting day.
Councillor Contact Details: Ph: 0417 002 046 
(mobile is best) or 4093 8601 (all numbers have 
voicemail; please wait for the message).
Email: jennyj@trc.qld.gov.au 
Also check out Facebook www.facebook.com/
Cr.JennyJ



abn 26435200830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
  all types of electrical and marine equipment

Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps and 
hot water systems 

No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au

Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Local  *   Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658
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The life story of the Cairns Birdwing Butterfly and its happening all over 
Kuranda right now (starting from the KCons nursery)

Feral Pigs 
All seems quiet on the pig front.  We have had no reports of invasion, although we 
suspect there are still one or two still lying low.  At last report, there was a sow and 
some juveniles in the environs of the Fallon Road Sports Complex. 
If you’re troubled by feral pigs, let’s know so we can try to do something about it. 
Call Kuranda Conservation (KCons) on 4093 8834.  

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881   Phone:  4093 8834 
Email:  kurandaconservation@hotmail.com  Website:  www.kurandaconservation.org 

 

Snakes 
This time of the year is busy for snake catchers.  Snakes seem to be 
slowing down and looking for safe, warm places to spend lots of time 
napping.  Roof spaces fit the bill perfectly.  Perfect, that is, for snakes but 
not so easy for humans. 
When going into a roof space, one often finds snake skins.  No one in the 
house below knew there were snakes only a metre or two from them so 
they weren’t bothered.  But, as soon as a live snake is spotted, it’s panic 
stations. 
Fear of snakes is an intriguing study. 
We even had a call from Walkamin.  The snake was in the laundry and he 
reported that his wife was on top of the wardrobe and wouldn’t come 
down!  While it was too far away for us to deal with, we later found out that 
the snake and the wife were ultimately returned to their proper places. 
 

 



LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Experienced in
Renovations • New Installations

Bore Pumps • 3 Phase Gear
Generator Changeover • Hot Water Systems

Phone Licensed • Ovens

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Servicing 
Kuranda – Speewah – Koah – Cairns
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Nestled on 40 acres of beautiful bushland at
Boyles Road in Kuranda,

Candlenut Steiner School
offers a unique educational experience,

from Kindy to Class Ten,
to families in Cairns, Kuranda and the Tablelands. 

Limited places are now available
in classes Kinder to Class 10

Come and visit our weekly markets
each Thursday from 2.30pm

Fresh produce, dips and healthy treats available.

For further information, or an enrolment package:  
please visit our website at 

www.candlenutsteinerschool.qld.edu.au 
or contact the office on

4093 8809
between 8.00am & 4.00pm

News and Views by Sylvia Conway,
Envirocare’s Biodiversity Fund project coordinator

JAPANESE STUDENTS -FIRST TIME EVER -TREE PLANTING
In late March, 19 Japanese students aged between 11 and 16, from a 
language school,  arrived to plant 100 trees in our Myola 4 site behind the 
nursery. The little kids managed the unfamiliar tasks in no time at all. We 
chose smaller growing edge species for planting next to the railway line, 
and the others were mixed rainforest species to attract Cassowaries and 
other native birds, butterflies and other fauna. They enjoyed an Aussie 
morning tea of damper and scones, which was a little different from their 
usual fare, we presented the students with certificates and they learnt a 
little more about the great things EnviroCare volunteers do.

VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATED
A shout out to all of our previous, current and future volunteers. We would 
not function without you. You all deserve to be acknowledged and thanked 
for your amazing hard work and efforts, so thank you and keep up the 
great work!We also had an extra volunteer recently: Yoko, who hails from 
Japan. Yoko works at home in the forestry industry and was delighted 
to learn how important 
repairing degraded local 
areas is in Kuranda.  Yoko 
worked extremely hard 
physically (see photo), 
and has  helped us over 
the last few weeks with 
site maintenance and tree 
planting, as well as acting 
as an interpreter for our 
Japanese students. 

Federal government 
Biodiversity Fund - TREE 
PLANTING UPDATE
The last few weeks has had us back at Mantaka,  planting along the river, 
following on from our community tree planting of 1650 earlier this season. 
Since planting in December the trees have already doubled in size.  I’d 
love that river loam and growth rate in my home garden!

FROG MONITORING - UPDATE
The frog monitoring training day has been held off until later in the year 
when frogs will be breeding again.   Meanwhile we’ve received some 
smart looking T-shirts and sun hats from the Mohamed bin Zayed Fund for 
the volunteers to wear. Not sure that the vollies will need the hats with the 
frog monitoring during the evenings !

Give a gift that keeps growing, through our local Grow Project        
www.envirocare.org.au                                                          info@envirocare.org.au

REMINDER-Nursery now opens 10am till noon Saturdays. 
Ring nursery 0n 4093 8989 or by appointment 4093 8393.

Box Trailer for hire, ring Garth on 4093 9926

Regular Saturday morning Tree Planting 
8:00 am, 284 Myola Rd, to catch a lift to site. Morning tea to follow 

on site or at the nursery. Ring Cathy 4093 9926 or Sylvia 
0409 647 714 or 4093 8393on for details

DATE CLAIMERS
PLANT ID COURSE

 With Dr Bruce Wannan and Bob Jago Saturday 4th May
Still spaces if you would like to join!

General meeting – Thursday 2nd May 7:15pm
Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road. 

Special focus - strategic planning discussion. All welcome.  Light supper.
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UNITING CHURCH
IN AUSTRALIA

Kuranda Faith Community
Meets Second Sunday of the month

4.30 – 5.30pm

KURANDA RECREATION CENTRE
Fallon Road • Ph: 4093 8730

Conversation as Prayer

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, ST SAVIOUR’S KURANDA
Invites you to Worship 

SUNDAY 
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist
9.30am Sunday School

5.00pm Afternoon Worship
Holy Communion (May 5)
all other Evening Prayer

TUESDAY
9.00am Holy Communion

SPECIAL SERVICES
Saturday May 4 6.00pm

Baptism, Confirmation Eucharist
Thursday May 9 Ascension Day

7.30pm Holy Communion

 

ACTIVITIES
Home Groups • Alpha • A Life Worth 

Living • Sunday School

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday

CAKES AND BOOKS
Saturday May 4, 8.30am-12.00pm

Enq Chris Wright Tel 4093 8735 • Email wrightc@iig.com.au

St Christopher’s
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Barang Street, Kuranda

Our Sunday Mass held at 6.00pm

Mass: First Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm 

Thought of the Month from the Baha’i Faith

Study Circles now available, all welcome to Book 1 every Monday evening, Book 4 every Tuesday evening, 
both at 7.00pm in Kuranda, no charge, all views respected.
Morning prayers each Tuesday at 8.00am, in the park in central Kuranda followed by coffee.
Meditations/Reflections by arrangement, please feel free to request any topic.
Ninth and Twelfth days of Ridvan celebrations, 29 April and 2 May, all welcome, ring 4093 7120/9571 for 
directions.
Declaration of the Bab, forerunner of the Baha’i Faith, in 1844, commemorated in Kuranda, all welcome, 22 
May, ring 4093 7120/9571 for directions.
Ascension of Baha’u’llah, Prophet/Founder of the Baha’i Faith and Promised One of all the Great Religions, 
in Bahji, in the Holy Land 1892, commemorated in Kuranda, 28 May, all welcome, ring 4093 7120/9571 for 
directions.
Also regular events in Cairns, Atherton, Malanda, Tolga, Mareeba and other places
All enquiries welcome. Telephone 4093 7120/9571

From the Baha’i Community of the Tablelands

A Thought for May

Need a new washing machine, fridge or other 
essential houshold goods?

NILS
The No Interest Loan Scheme provides interest-free loans for 

individuals or families on low income.
How much can you borrow?

It varies, but usually up to $1,000 and the repayment period is 
up to 2 years.

Who is eligible?
Anyone holding a Health Care Card or Pension Card.

See Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre for more details.

Kuranda Videos
BP COMPLEX, ROB VEIVERS DRIVE

Ph: (07) 4093 7664
• New releases overnight $6.60 or 2 for $11.00

• Recent releases overnight $3.30
• 5 weekly movies $11.00

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday 12.00 – 8.00pm

Saturday & Sunday 10.00am – 8.00pm
School Holidays 10.00am – 8.00pm

The Kuranda Paper is produced on the 
last Thursday of each month except 
January issue (11 editions per year), by 
the Kuranda Media Association Inc. (a 
registered not-for-profit organisation).
The Paper is produced entirely by 

volunteer labour – typesetting, design and layout, office and accounts 
administration, paper folding etc. We have to pay for printing, delivery 
and distribution, and normal office running costs such as rent, 
phone, insurance, etc. Any excess funds raised are distributed to the 
Community through grants and donations as decided by the Kuranda 
Media Association management committee.
The Paper exists only through these costs being paid for by advertisers. 
If you are a POTENTIAL ADVERTISER please see contact details and 
pricing on page 2, and experience that warm, fuzzy inner feeling 
that you have helped to keep the Paper going, and done your bit to 
indirectly assist the community! And of course, let the thousands of 
locals and visitors know about your business or service.

Words of Wisdom from my Grandmother

ELECTION RESULTS
When you rearrange the letters:
LIES – LET’S RECOUNT

Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One.    
The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His countenance hath been lifted up upon men.   It behoveth 
every man to blot out the trace of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and 
unbiased mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His glory.”
      (Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llah, p. 10)

This month we read from St Johns Gospel Chapter 14 verses 8-27
In the weeks since Easter this year millions of Christians have been reading this Gospel according to John. 

We are going back over all the things Jesus said to his disciples in the upper room before he was crucified. 
Why? Because now we know he is risen, we can hear them in a new way.

  “Philip said to him, Lord, show us the Father!’ Philip wants certainty and all of us want that from time 
to time, especially when our faith is being strained and we are no longer sure of anything. We long for that 
specific response from God that leaves no doubt.

 “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father!’ It is very important that Jesus does not say he “is” the Father; 
he says that he “is in” the Father. No further nagging is going to get us very far because at this moment we are 
at the very heart of the great Christian mystery, the mystery we call the Incarnation, the interfacing in Jesus 
Christ of humanity and divinity. We can ask our “how” questions for ever and we cannot unravel this mystery.

  ‘”The one who believes in me will also do the works that I do” All we know is that in some way when we 
look at Jesus we are looking through a window toward God. What Jesus  says to us is what God wants to say to 
us. Jesus actions are his carrying out of the will of God in the world: if our actions in any way reflect those of 
Jesus then we are carrying out the will and nature of God.

  “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.” Once again we hear 
Jesus link love to obedience. Love for 
Our Lord is never just a nice feeling. Love 
abides where there is obedience to him.

  “He [the Father] will give you another 
Advocate.” Here is a frequent theme of 
Our Lord. He was saying that his disciples’ 
relationship with him could not stop at 
this point, it was only beginning. In fact, 
the relationship would have to grow all 
their lives. Jesus says the same to each of 
us. The relationship between a Christian 
and Jesus must be constantly growing. 
Jesus speaks to his disciples and to us of 
his life being both our window to God and 
our introduction to the Holy Spirit.

 



Sunday 5th May at 4.00 pm
at the Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road

Bring a plate to share.
Subscription for 2013 is $20 per year or $5 for a one-day membership.

For more information ring Garth at 4093 9926
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Trout On Line

Michael Trout MP Member for Barron River
Phone: 4038 2800

Email: barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au

I don’t need to tell anyone that it’s been 
a huge month for Kuranda residents. 
As a local Member I have demonstrated 
my commitment to working with and for 
my Kuranda constituents, as proven in the 
fluoride issue and more recently, in respect 

of the overlays on the draft planning scheme.  However, despite 
spending considerable time in the Kuranda community prior to the 
referendum, the matter was barely raised.  I received a handful of 
emails in the office, but airing various points of view.  Consequently, 
I was bowled over by the deluge of correspondence and negativity 
leading up to and including the public meeting.  I should add 
however, that since the meeting, correspondence still addresses 
differing viewpoints.

Following the public meeting regarding the de-amalgamation 
issue, Cr. Jenny Jensen, and Annie Clark of the newly formed working 
group were given the opportunity to meet with Minister for Local 
Government, Community Recovery and Resilience, David Crisafulli, 
who has told them the two councils can put forward a submission for 
boundary changes in 2016.  I lobbied very strongly and successfully 
for the transfer manager’s committee to have representation from 
Kuranda Chamber of Commerce allowing us equal representation 
with Mareeba in the transfer process.   

I can also assure you that all correspondence I receive on the 
issue, from all sides, is copied to the Minister’s office for review. 

Quite often, initiatives of the State Government are given very little 
media coverage, but can be, to my mind, of considerable significance 
and benefit to the community, particularly initiatives which encourage 
your say on important issues.   A good example of this is the current 
Safer Streets Crime Action Plan – Youth Justice, which includes a 
questionnaire, which I strongly urge you to complete.  You can access 
this via the Department of Justice and Attorney-General’s website 
at http://www.justice.qld.gov.au or please feel free to give my 
office a call on 4038 2800 or email barron.river@parliament.
qld.gov.au, and we will send a copy to you. 

I’ve known a few fictional librarians, 
but my favorite is Norman, the title 
character of Alan Ayckbourn’s trilogy of 
plays, The Norman Conquests.  Norman 
is an assistant librarian, but frankly, 
his occupation is irrelevant. Much 
more significant are the facts that 
Norman is an unquenchable romantic 
and an inveterate troublemaker. 
The trilogy covers the events of one 
weekend, when Norman’s plans to 
whisk his wife’s sister Annie away 
for an illicit rendezvous go awry. The 
family converges, all is revealed, and 
the audience gets to watch the fun 
from three vantage points – the dining room, the living room, and the garden.  Watch 
the plays in any order, it doesn’t matter, but you won’t know the full extent of what 
Norman’s been up to until you’ve seen all three. In this version (which aired on  PBS 
and the BBC in the 70s) Ayckbourn’s witty dialogue is delivered by a wonderful cast 

including Richard Briers, Penelope 
Keith, and best of all, Tom Conti 
as Norman – endearing and 
exasperating, well-meaning but 
devious, and no doubt a heck of a lot 
of fun to have around the library.

This is a marathon effort:  three 
interconnected plays with a running 
time of nearly five hours, they must 
be seen together but are more than 
worth it. We’ll be starting right on 
4pm and have a half hour break 
between plays, letting us finish at 
10pm.

Boot Camp on Hold
KuRanda RESidEnTS are extremely happy and relieved to hear the 
boot camp residence in Gregory Terrace has been closed until further notice, 
Member for Barron River, Michael Trout said.

“I spent yesterday [Monday 22nd April] in Kuranda talking to residents, 
and I just thank God no one was hurt.”

In an interview on talkback radio on Tuesday 23rd April, the Attorney-
General said there were serious failings on behalf of the provider.

“A show cause notice will now be issued to that provider, and they have 
seven business days to convince the Attorney-General they can offer the 
security required for a boot camp operation,” Mr. Trout said.  

The Attorney-General said that during this time he would be putting his 
mind to security issues and location of the residential component of the boot 
camp, but that it was highly unlikely that it will remain in Kuranda.  
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Dale Mattsson – Backhoe Hire
EXPERIENCED OWNER OPERATOR

Servicing Kuranda & Surrounds
FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING NEEDS

Phone Dale 
0419 684 549



Our local  paper is produced by a 
team of volunteers consisting of 
typesetters, artwork designers, 

proofreaders, administrators and 
paper folders.

We are, of course, obligated to pay 
for printing and distribution costs of 

the paper, as well as normal office 
expenses.

The paper can only exist through 
the continuing support of our 

advertisers.

Please support our advertisers by 
referring to the paper’s advertisers 

first before consulting local 
directories.
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• Over 12 years of caring for the taxpayers of 
Kuranda

• Friendly personal service
• Fast Refunds

• Bookkeeping, on site or in office
• Record keeping training and advice

• Assistance with GST issues and BAS preparation
• All business structures catered for

www.kurandatax.com
Telephone 4093 7385

Fax 4093 8903
PO Box 376

9/24 Coondoo Street
(upstairs at the Red House)

Email julie@kurandatax.com

Kuranda Pool News

As the weather and the water get cooler we work the pool utilities into action to 
keep temperatures around the 28-29 degrees. Firstly as we do at home, the blankets 
come out to cover the pool at night and toward the end of this month we will fire up 
the heaters to really make those winter swims comfortable.

With our babies and learn to swim programs we are able to continue all of Term 
2 to cater to all the community needs in keeping our children safe and swimming. 
Classes are available after school for the bigger ones and three mornings for the 
under school age groups on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Baby classes 
still prove to be popular and are underway at 9.30am so the water needs to be 
comfortable for them and their mums.

We are pleased to see a number of outside school hours and community programs 
set up and functioning at the pool. Active After School Care children are here from 
3.15pm for an hour of fun and fitness. We are also engaged through Ngoonbi Sport 
and Recreation progamming to assist some of our young indigenous members of 
the community with their swimming skills. Again this program is after school and 
it so pleasing to see community groups engaging with local facilities and supporting 
each other. 

Our exercise for water classes, “Aquafitness” continue strongly after 5 years. On 
Tuesday nights, Friday and Saturday mornings, they are a great way to exercise 
without the jar of land-based exercise and the resistance achieved by pushing and 
moving water fast is great for toning up. The Friday morning class is gentler but still 
a 40min brisk workout and is on at 11.00am for maximum client comfort. Those 
sunny Autumn mornings, it’s just the shot. This Aquatonics class, supported by 
Home and Community Care, has been going since we opened almost 5 years ago 
and has always proved popular with clients and onlookers alike as we jump and 
dance around in the water. The school groups coming in for lessons think it is a 
great spectacle.

Please be aware that as we are coming to the end of the season for swimming we 
have a huge discount on lots of stock that is ready to walk out the door. All sizes of 
flippers, goggles, swimmers and general swimming apparel will be on sale at below 
cost price.

Also all swim passes and Aquafitness passes must be used by the end of the 
season as there will be no carry over to the next season and no refunds.

It seems all of the free deals done with the previous MSC and Magnapool in 
the setting up of this pool have fallen over and are not being honoured any longer. 
It is with some irony that the TRC will give back to the new MSC a pool that will 
require a new system and an upgraded feeds system. We/they now have to pay for 
a different type of salt to add to the pool because Magnapool has been sold on and 
contracts not found for the 5 year freebie deal done in 2008.

 For the last 18 months ratepayers, who pay a special levy for this pool, have 
equipment that keeps breaking down and patrons have only been able to swim here 
at all because of the heavy and dangerous manual labour that we have had to carry 
out in the absence of the automated system. TRC have budgeted to get all of this 
fixed and rolling for re-opening in September 2013 BUT they don’t actually exist 
anymore for us here in Kuranda so we are again in the lap of the gods, sorry, the new 
wave of MSC, and they would think at the moment that it’s all free!!!

Sorry to any reader outside the local Kuranda District who just went “What the” 
but us locals are feeling a bit shafted lately and will understand my feelings. Can’t 
wait for the next installment next month. Not drowning, waving ,just. 

   Gary Davis, Pool Operator, Rate Payer, Parent 

For those unfamiliar with these awards, they are named after 81-year-old Stella 
Liebeck who spilled hot coffee on herself and successfully sued the McDonald’s in 
New Mexico, where she purchased coffee. She took the lid off the coffee and put 
it between her knees while she was driving. Who would ever think one could get 
burned doing that, right? That’s right; these are awards for the most outlandish 
lawsuits and verdicts in the U.S.

7th PLACE: Kathleen Robertson of Austin, Texas was awarded $80,000 by a jury 
of her peers after breaking her ankle tripping over a toddler who was running inside 
a furniture store. The store owners were understandably surprised by the verdict, 
considering the running toddler was her own son.

6th PLACE: Carl Truman, 19, of Los Angeles, California won $74,000 plus medical 
expenses when his neighbor ran over his hand with a Honda Accord. Truman 
apparently didn’t notice there was someone at the wheel of the car when he was 
trying to steal his neighbor’s hubcaps.

5th PLACE: Terrence Dickson, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, who was leaving a house he 
had just burglarized by way of the garage. Unfortunately for Dickson, the automatic 
garage door opener malfunctioned and he could not get the garage door to open. 
Worse, he couldn’t re-enter the house because the door connecting the garage to the 
house locked when Dickson pulled it shut.

Forced to sit for eight days and survive on a case of Pepsi and a large bag of dry dog 
food, he sued the homeowner’s insurance company claiming undue mental anguish. 
Amazingly, the jury said the insurance company must pay Dickson $500,000 for his 
anguish. We should all have this kind of anguish.

4th PLACE: Jerry Williams, of Little Rock, Arkansas, garnered 4th Place in the 
Stella’s when he was awarded $14,500 plus medical expenses after being bitten on 
the butt by his next door neighbor’s beagle – even though the beagle was on a chain 
in its owner’s fenced yard.

Williams did not get as much as he asked for because the jury believed the beagle 
might have been provoked at the time of the butt bite because Williams had climbed 
over the fence into the yard and repeatedly shot the dog with a pellet gun.

3th PLACE: Amber Carson of Lancaster, Pennsylvania because a jury ordered a 
Philadelphia restaurant to pay her $113,500 after she slipped on a spilled soft drink 
and broke her tailbone.

The reason the soft drink was on the floor: Ms. Carson had thrown it at her boyfriend 
30 seconds earlier during an argument. What ever happened to people being 
responsible for their own actions?

2nd PLACE: Kara Walton, of Claymont, Delaware sued the owner of a night club in 
a nearby city because she fell from the bathroom window to the floor, knocking out 
her two front teeth.

Even though Ms. Walton was trying to sneak through the ladies room window to 
avoid paying the $3.50 cover charge, the jury said the night club had to pay her 
$12,000 – plus dental expenses.

1st PLACE: This year’s runaway First Place Stella Award winner was: Mrs. Merv 
Grazinski of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, who purchased a new 32-foot Winnebago 
motor home. On her first trip home, from an OU football game, having driven on to 
the freeway, she set the cruise control at 70 mph and calmly left the driver’s seat to 
go to the back of the Winnebago to make herself a sandwich.

Not surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, crashed and overturned. Also not 
surprisingly, Mrs. Grazinski sued Winnebago for not putting in the owners manual 
that she couldn’t actually leave the driver’s seat while the cruise control was set.

The Oklahoma jury awarded her, are you sitting down? $1,750,000 PLUS a new 
motor home. Winnebago actually changed their manuals as a result of this suit, just 
in case Mrs. Grazinski has any relatives who might also buy a motor home.

Annual Stella Awards –2013



CLASSIFIEDS
COST 25 CENTS PER WORD. UNPAID 

CLASSIFIEDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Lodge at Video Shop BP Complex.

If someone in your 
family has a drinking 
problem, you can see 

what it is doing to 
them, but can you see 

what it is doing to you?

Al-Anon
can help you!

MEETINGS IN KURANDA,
SMITHFIELD, CAIRNS

Phone Kate 4093 9668
1300 ALANON

May Stars
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Kuranda Transfer Station
Opening Times from 1 July 2012

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
8.00am to 5.00pm

Kuranda Branch Library and Council Office
4–12 Thoree Street • Phone 4093 9185

www.library.muc.qld.gov.au
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Closed
11am–6pm
11am–5pm

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11am–5pm
9am–12noon
9am–12noon

NO COUNCIL SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sewing repairs: Alterations and new designs. 
Machine and hand work. No job too small. Phone Vicki 
on 4093 8976 or 0400 791 345

Hot or Cold: Get your reverse cycle A/C installed now. 
“WE DO THE LOT”. Free quotes on all electrical and air 
conditioning needs.  Available now.  30 years exp. Lic 
72376 Phone Dave 40930773

Kuranda Roots Festival: 14, 15, 16 June 2013, The 
Billabong is seeking RSA trained bar staff and kitchen 
staff for this event. Phone Ginger 4093 7684.
Kuranda Swimming Pool: May Madness Sale. Used 
flippers child sizes 26-41 only $5.00. New - half price. 
Used pool buoys 4x small and 2x large only $5.00. Pool 
toys: Seal Flips 3m+ were $12 now $5, Little Squirts 3y+ 
were $15 now $7, Zoggy’s Seals 3y+ were $27 now $13. 
All Float Bands 1-3y and 1-6y were $9.50 now $4.50.

Kuranda Swimming Pool: May Madness Sale. VICI 
Brand Swimwear less than cost price: Womens Racer 
Sz 10 x1, Sz 12 x2, Sz 16 x1 were $69 now $25. Womens 
Tankini top Sz 12 x1 was $68 now $25. Boys Okanooeys Sz 
6 X1 was $89 now $25. Boys Racers Sz 2 x1, Sz 8 x2 were 
$26 now $10. Reef Shoes Womens Sz 6 – Mens Sz 10 all 
$5.00. Various swim caps $2 - $6.

Help Mum to feel “JUST GORGEOUS” with a huge 
selection of unique and affordable gifts. Attractive gift 
vouchers are also available and can be posted straight to 
your Mum if you can’t make it in! Ph: 4093 7508.

Kuranda Garage Sale: Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 May, 
8am-4pm. Moving! Everything must go! Combined two 
family sale. 11-12 Platpus Close, off Mason Road. See you 
there!

Kuranda Home for rent in beautiful surroundings. 
$380 wk, 12 Platypus Close. 3br, 2ba in great 
neighbourhood off Mason Road. Spacious living area, 
screened porch, master/ensuite, laundry room, and 
greenhouse. 1.8ac very private, nicely shaded with full 
landscaping, including decorative pond. Single car garage 
with paved driveway. Call John or Maya 4093 9601.

Perfecto Painting! Fast, experienced and quality house 
painting. Available now for immediate start. Kuranda 
local for 30 years. Call for a quote today. Ph: 0451 512 521.

Rob Hart
Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
Ph. (07) 4093 0218



Real Estate Sales Person
There is an opportunity for BOTH an
Experienced AND In-experienced Real Estate
sales person to work with a highly
Professional team offering full time Support,
Training and Coaching. Selling systems and
continuous training modules are available for
you to achieve exceptional results ‘‘IF‘‘ you
are focussed and have a strong desire to
succeed. To become part of this fast growing

sales force, email your resume to
gregk@professionalscairnsbeaches.com.au

Pottery ClassesPottery Classes
Learn – Relax – Create

Lessons based on individual projects in small classes – 
hand building and wheel throwing.

Beginners and experienced welcome.
Fully equipped Kuranda studio.

Mondays 9.30am–12.30pm

Information & Bookings 
Phone Mollie 4093 9063

Employment wanted: Legitimate employment, 
casual/ part-time, retail, hospitality, office, etc.   Strong 
work ethic, reliable, conscientious, well presented, 
mature, customer service oriented.
Ph Donna 4093 8509

Now we smooth things out. Iron out the wrinkles and 
get things into order and flowing.

Taurus and Gemini prevail with a collection of 
planets: Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars and Jupiter 
contained in Taurus-Gemini.

The New Moon in Taurus on 10th May comes with 
an annular Solar Eclipse. The path of the Eclipse tracks 
through Kowanyama across Cape York, Cape Melville 
and N.E. to P.N.G.

The terrestrial dynamical time (NASA speak) of 
the maximum eclipse is “total” but the Moon is too 
far from the earth to cover the whole of the Sun, so we 
see a narrow ring of light surrounding the Dark Moon. 
Nice.

Simply put, it presages 6 months of fruitfulness and 
fertility. Use it how you will… 

Just prior to the New Moon at 1.00am on the 10th, 
Venus crosses from Taurus to Gemini. The planet of 
love straddling the cusp of love. Very fruitful!

Then Mercury crosses the cusp and goes into his 
own sign, Gemini, on 16th May – opening all sorts of 
lines of communication and the Sun lights up the Love 
Cusp on 21st May.

Now they’re all in Gemini along with Jupiter who’s 
been there for a while.

Welcome to the house of fun, dance and play; plant 
seeds; make love and enjoy the pleasures of life as a 
child; innocent; trusting and playful.

Any wings spread now will pick up the wind and 
soar.

Pluto and Saturn are retrograde. So bugger them 
they’re busy digging holes to bury whatever.

Mars in Taurus rides the boundaries of the fields 
of joy ensuring that the children can play care-free. 
Dance in the light.

On 25th May: Mercury and Venus are in exact 
conjunction in Gemini at 10.00am local time. Slip her 
(or him) a note this is a magical moment for beautiful 
communication.

It also just happens to be Full Moon with a Lunar 
Eclipse (not visible ‘cause it’s daytime dude). So the 
wolves are definitely howling after sunset. Join in the 
circle and let all out.

This completes a fairly intense Eclipse season (two 
Lunars and one Solar, April-May) and leaves all our 
lives immeasurably enriched. Survival is all the reason 
we need for celebration. Let’s do it.

Hatha Yoga: Prof Japanese teacher. Intermediate+. 
Small group. Wednesday 8am; Friday 6pm. Private 
lessons to suit. Myola: 0481 153 285 after 5pm.
Massage, relaxation and remedial: Sheree Scott at 
Kuranda Acupuncture, Ph 0421 102 722 or 4093 9490. 
Health Fund rebates.

Rainfall 26/3/2013 to 22/4/2013 – 80mm



Every  Sat    Kuranda Envirocare Tree Planting, Ph 4093 9926  for details or
  check website www.envirocare.org.au 
1st Sat     Garden Group 2.00pm Ph David or Graham 4093 9492
Every Sun A.A. CWA Hall 10.30am Ph 4093 7599
  Speewah Country Market 8.00am to 2.00pm 4093 0361 
  Yoga with Aileen 10.00am Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen  
  4093 7401
1st Sun  Kuranda Film Society 4.00pm to 8.00pm, Kuranda Recreation  
  Centre Ph Margaret or Hans 4093 8393
2nd Sun United Church  Recreation Centre 4:00 pm, Krishna 4093 8730
Every Mon. Acappella Singing 7.15-8.45pm
 Kids Aerial Circus with Louise Kohn. Bookings essential at the  

Amphitheatre 3.30 pm, 0424 928 917
  Kurandacoots adult circus jam  Amphitheatre at 6.30 pm. Bring  
  any circus toys. 
  Yoga – Gentle 8.15am for 8.30 start. Energise your life with HALS  
  (Health across the Life Span) QCWA Hall, Phone Aileen 4093 7401 or  
  Sheila 4093 7617
  Kuranda Rangers Soccer: Social training 4.30-6.00pm; Night Soccer  
  (4 a side) 6.30-8.00pm. Gary 4093 7109
3rd Mon KNC Management Committee Meeting 6.00pm Rob Veivers
 Drive Ph 4093 8933
Every Tues, Al-Anon Family Groups 6.00pm 
Wed & Fri Ph Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON

Karate at CWA Hall Kuranda 6.15pm to 7.15pm for more info call
Geoff 4093 7380

 Koah Sports & Social Club 7.30pm Barbara La Baysse 4093 7026
Every Tue Tribal Bellydance at Kuranda Community Precinct.
  Ph Lisa 0409 367 967.
  Tae kwon do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
  Ph 0437 438 196
   Yoga 5.30 pm Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen 4093 7401
   8 Ball  7.00pm at Kuranda Recreation Centre
2nd Tue Tourism Kuranda meets behind St Saviour’s Church.
  Kuranda SES Training, 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.   
  Contact James Partridge 0402 119 642
2nd & 4th Tue Mareeba Toastmasters meets 7.30-9.30pm, Mareeba RSL.   
  Phone Fran 4093 7288 or Joe 4092 2089. Guests welcome.
Every Wed Lifeline Counselling at KNC (appointment necessary)
  Craft and Social Morning at QCWA hall 9.00am 

Kuranda Playgroup 9.30am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
New families please phone Lina 4093 9358.
Weekly Meditations/Reflections 7.00pm at The Hidden Words 
Bookshop, bottom of Therwine Street.
Karate at Koah Hall 6.15pm-7.15pm for more info call Geoff 
4093 7380

  Mah Jong  at KNC  1.00 to 4.00pm. All welcome
  *New* Wing Chun (Kung Fu) The Amphitheatre 6.30 to 7.30pm. 
  Ph Kurt Golden 0400 772 645  
1st Wed  Kuranda Interagency Network Meeting 2.00pm at KNC
  Kuranda and District Chamber of Commerce 4.30pm  Kuranda Hotel
2nd Wed QCWA meeting 12.30pm at Hall Ph 4093 7016 
  Kuranda and Environs Community Alliance Group –   
  10.00am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
Every Thur Rotary 6.00pm Kuranda Hotel/Motel Ph 4093 7206
 Tae kwon do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
 Ph 0437 438 196
  Kuranda Rangers Soccer: training for competition players only  
  4.00-5.30 Gary 4093 7109
 Kurandacoots Adult Circus Jam at the Amphitheatre 6.30pm
2nd Thur  Ambulance 7.30pm Ambulance  Centre, Fallon Road 

CONTRIBUTORS: PLEASE CHECK DETAILS AND ADVISE CHANGES

Permits required for ALL fires

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FIRE or other emergencies – please phone 000

SES Flood or Storm emergencies – please phone 132 500

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
Davies Creek
Koah
Kuranda
Myola
Speewah

4093 3181
4093 7006
0408 077 746
4093 7190 / 0408 151 199
4093 0211

Lloyd
Peter
Nick
Duncan
John

          Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 To: Speewah  
  Koah  
    
     
 Ex: Koah  
    
    
 Ex: Speewah
    
    

*SCHOOL DAYS ONLY              # BOOKING REQUIRED
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

Departs Bus Stop “D” Lake Street Transit Mall, City Place, Cairns
                                                       Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 Departs Kuranda        
 
       
        
 

*1510 from Smithfield to Koah Mon to Fri SCHOOL DAYS ONLY
  Departs Cairns  
           
   
       

All services except 1000 go to Speewah & Koah if required
**Mareeba

# Via Caravonica, Redlynch, Raintrees, Westcourt, TAFE, Cairns City
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

JOHN’S KURANDA BUS
“The Local Bus”

 Tel John 0418 772 953

0900

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

0900
1300

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1000

1645
#0815

#0820

#0720
1330
1530

#0720
0900
1130
1330
1530

0830
1530

**0825
1710

0825
1000
1230
1710

0930
**1615
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