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farewell to 2020
With the end of 2020 in sight, and looking back over our shoulder, it really does feel like we
have come a long way while staying in the same place.
Overwhelmingly, we have been fortunate that we have had no coronavirus within our
community (so far), and our day to day lives have—for the most part—continued in a fairly
‘normal’ way for most of this extraordinary year. The greatest change to Kuranda, and our
region—which is so reliant on tourism—has been the closure of international and, at times,
state borders. This has been devastating for those businesses whose focus was international
visitors, and challenging regardless for almost all businesses for whom the much reduced
visitor numbers have meant taking a great financial hit.
But it takes real strength and determination to run a successful business and the Kuranda
business community has risen to meet the challenges, determined to keep the local economy
strong. In response to the closure by Council of Tourism Kuranda, the destination marketing

Above: Class of 2020 at the Pullman Reef Hotel Casino.
Absent: Graduate Jackson Hennessy. Photo: Midaviau (KDSC)
Right: Year 12 Guard of Honour. Photo: Ruth Moxon (KDSC)
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arm for Kuranda, the Kuranda Traders Association was formed.
On Thursday 10 December, Kuranda Traders will be giving locals an opportunity to enjoy
a Kuranda Twilight Trading experience (see details page 3) – many local businesses will
be open with extended hours, special offers, live music, and restaurants and cafes open for
dining. This is an open-hearted experiment to see if locals will support more creative, localfriendly events in the Village. So please do come along for a twilight stroll through YOUR
town, and support YOUR local businesses.
As we say goodbye to 2020, let’s spare a thought for our children who have managed to
get through a year of great uncertainty and challenge, change and adaptation. We especially
wanted to honour the Class of 2020 from the Kuranda District State College, who graduated
recently. And wish them a bright future, as they spread their wings. We know they will do us
proud.
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SHE-SHED SESSION UPDATE

How much news, especially local news, is slipping under the radar at the
moment? We are bombarded with all things Coronavirus and American
politics, but what about The Great Traffic Light Invasion of Kuranda?
What used to be a ten minute ‘nip’ to The Village for the paper, usually
well before 7am, is now an exercise in sheer frustration, which can take
double that time.
Remember the Good Old Days, when we could be trusted to 'turn
left anytime with care'? No more. Obviously, we have erred and lost that
responsibility too! (I say 'too', as I have lost count of everything else that
we are no longer capable of deciding for ourselves, apparently).
After sitting at the Warril Drive intersection waiting for the green
arrow to turn left, with rarely another vehicle in sight, one is obliged to
wait just up the road, for the green arrow to turn into The Village.
Coming out of The Village is the absolute doozy though – one has to
wait for the green arrow allowing one to turn left to be activated. That is
not the end of it of course, next is waiting on the usually empty highway,
for another green arrow to scuttle back into Warril Drive.
Small in the scheme of things I know, but I would lay a pound to a
penny that we are not the only ones with increased blood pressure over
this absurdity!
Julie Cohen, Kuranda

Calling together women who have expressed an interest in a SHE Shed
session at the Kuranda Men’s Shed.
Last month, Ris Douglass and I held two cafe meetings to discuss a SHEShed session. A few women from the meetings later visited the Men’s Shed
to get an overview of policies, admin and safety aspects. Now we need
to make a formal proposal to the Men’s Shed as to how the SHE-Shed
sessions could run, under the guidelines of the Men’s Shed Association.
Again, we're booking a coffee date on a Saturday and Sunday at a local
cafe, to discuss in detail our proposal to start a SHE-Shed session. We
have a few ideas developed already from canvassing some women, so hear
what's involved and add your ideas.
Come along to Azur Café (Thongon Street) on Saturday 28 November
1pm–2pm, and Mandala Café (Coondoo Street) on Sunday 29 November
1pm–2pm. If interested but can’t make either time, please email
kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com and ask to be put on the email list for
information, or call Cathy Retter on 0419 624 940 if you have further
questions.
Cathy Retter, Kuranda

CEMETERY OUTCOME WELCOMED
I am very pleased to be able to report that the Mareeba Shire Council
has purchased a property adjoining the existing Kuranda cemetery and
this will give us sufficient room to last us into the 2200s. The Kuranda
Cemetery will eventually expand onto this land, and our connections to
our ancestors, forebears, culture and history will remain acknowledged,
respected and cohesive within our community.
I do understand that this decision was difficult for the Council. An
un-budgeted expenditure of up to $1 million makes for lots of problems
and requires a lot of justification. Strategies will need to be implemented
to cover and repay that expenditure. It should be acknowledged that any
solution to the problem of the existing cemetery running out of space was
going to require significant funding by Council. However, this is the best
and most appropriate solution possible and it is most welcomed.
The Mayor, Councillors and Officers made the hard decision; the
caring decision; the morally right decision – and I commend and thank
them.
I must point out the difference in my dealings with Council this time;
the latest of many times over the past three decades. This time there was
a willingness on Council’s part to try to find acceptable and achievable
solutions and to generate reports that reflected reality and possible
outcomes. This is very different to the pre-ordained desired conclusions
no matter what the facts that I have copped in the past.
Council decided to consult with the Kuranda community and they
did – most unusual! And they read the submissions; and tabulated the
comments in a logical and coherent form and used the submissions
to guide their path. Essentially the Council was professional, caring,
motivated and not Mareeba-centric!
I also thank Gayle Hannah, Krishna Buhler, Judi Enoch and Father
Chris Wright OAM, for their efforts and support through the Kuranda
Cemetery Committee. Together, we pursued the best outcome possible
for the community, and kept each other going even when it didn’t look
achievable.
Mark Freeman, Convener
Kuranda Cemetery Committee (1998-2001 and 2019-2020)

Cover Masthead
This month’s masthead features a local species, the
stunning Golden Christmas Beetle (Anoplognathus
aureus).
Photo: Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

The Kuranda Media Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the
traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We pay
our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present.The Kuranda Media
Association is committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters
and seas and their rich contribution to society.
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3.30pm
Monday 7 December 2020
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Applications for membership to
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Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo St),
Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Kuranda Foodworks
(Thongon St), BP Service Station (Rob Veivers Dr).
KURANDA DISTRICT: Speewah Service Station, Koah Service
Station, Oak Forest Takeout.

The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed
online at kurandapaper.com, along with some back
issues. In addition you can pick up a hard copy of The
Kuranda Paper at the following outlets:

MAREEBA: Piagno’s News (Byrnes St), Mareeba Heritage
Museum & Visitor Information Centre (Byrnes St),
Mareeba News (Byrnes St)

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob

ATHERTON: Atherton IGA (Silo Shopping Centre)

TOLGA: The Humpy
SMITHFIELD: Collins Booksellers (Smithfield Shopping
Centre)

With Kuranda Twilight Trading promotion now in in full swing, the Kuranda Traders Association
(KTA) is encouraging all locals to come along and experience an extended trading day on Thursday
10 December. The trading community has come together to leave their doors open until 9pm for a
night of relaxed shopping, eating and entertainment.
The streets will hum with the sounds of buskers and entertainers at various stores around
the village, including Lunar Solarmoon performing on the Kuranda Riverboat at 4.30-5.30pm
(bookings essential) and later at Cafe Mandala 6.30–8.30pm, Yazmindi (Heritage Markets),
Rainforest Trio alternating with Tayen Henderson (in front of St Saviour's), Honey and Spice (Sprout
Cafe 5–5.35pm), Jeanette Wormald Trio (Just Gorgeous), Tasty DJ (Tonketti Trading from 5pm), Jam
Sesh (BYO instruments Riley’s Cafe & Bar at the back), Passaros do Paraiso Samba Dancers (Heritage
Markets), Back to Roots (Frogs Restaurant), Bugzy Bumble Bee and Jenny The Fairy (roving), and
face painting (Sprout Cafe).
Twilight Trading provides an opportunity for locals and visitors to 'rediscover Kuranda' and a
chance to buy some unique gifts, and share in the festive atmosphere. At the time of going to print,
over 50 businesses in the Village had committed to opening for late night shopping.
"We're really encouraged and excited to see so many businesses opening for Twilight Trading.
With COVID-19, all businesses in town have taken a real hit, and it's more important than ever to get
behind these businesses and shop local for your Christmas gifts," says Dei Gould, President of the
KTA. “Twilight Trading is being offered in response to community feedback, and if successful, we
hope to be able to offer more interesting and innovative local experiences in the future ."
There will be a variety of businesses opening on Coondoo and Therwine Streets, including The
Heritage Markets, some pop-up shops in the Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets arcade, and other
pop-ups around town. Be sure to walk around the ENTIRE village and show your support. Don't
forget to eat! There are quite a few food venues opening including some licensed and BYO options.
Come and join us to support our town and enjoy the village vibes!
SHOPS
100% Local Produce
Alley Flowers
Australian Bush Store
Australian Butterfly Sanctuary
Australis Art
B Gifted
Back to Roots Natural Living
Bush Essential
Butterfly Shop
Ceti Bath Shop
Closet Collective
Coral Coast Leather
Crystal Hair Wraps & Braiding
David Stacey Gallery
Didi La Baysse Art Studio & Gallery
Just Gorgeous
Kuranda Arts Co-op
Kuranda Candy Kitchen
Kuranda Fudge Bar
Kuranda Koala Gardens (until 4pm)
Opal Time
Rare Earth Oils
Sandra Viden Designs
Satya The Body Whisperer
Sherin’s Selections @ The Trading Post
Simply Healing

Silver Chain
Stones Down Under
Sunbird Originals
Tantrika
Terra Nova Gallery
Tropical Jewellery and Gifts
The Chilli Shop
The Footman Kuranda
The Not Just Chocolate Shop
Tonketti Trading
Tranquility Beauty and Spa
Tropical Pulse
WidiWorks (Aboriginal Art)
V People
Zaphire
FOOD/CAFÉS/BARS
Annabel’s Kuranda
Barron Falls Hotel (licensed – no evening meals)
Butterfly Shop and Café Bar
Café Mandala (BYO)
Foodworks
Frogs Restaurant (licensed)
Riley’s Café & Bar (licensed and bar snacks)
Sprout (BYO)
Thai Kai Café (BYO)
Tropical Zen

Seasons Greetings From Us To You
Thank You For Your Support
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$30

10.15AM to 3PM EVERY DAY

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA • 4093 7508

www.justgorgeous.net.au
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LOCALS ASK FOR
KURANDA SCENIC RAIL USE AT
PUBLIC TRANSPORT PRICES!
Story by Mercy Graham and Ranjini Rusch
Recently, Affordable Public Transport
Other comments within the discussion
(APT) Kuranda set up a petition managed
have suggested the solution should rest
by long-term local residents, Mercy Graham
with the Mareeba and Cairns councils, as
and Ranjini Rusch. A Facebook group
Kuranda Cairns Steam, Skyrail and QR have
was created in response to frustration
a direct interest and monopoly over tourist
around the Kuranda Scenic Rail trains
transport to Kuranda, which has long
being regularly empty, and with the idea
revealed a conflict of interest.
to propose Queensland Rail and Kuranda
The question is: shouldn’t local councils
Cairns Steam, who manage KSR, to review
be promoting all means of transport in
the provision of accessible and affordable
the interest of their residents? QR own
transport between Kuranda and Cairns for
the tracks, but are not going to promote
locals.
tourism for Kuranda unless it generates
There is awareness that Kuranda
revenue. Tourism cannot be the only reason
village has stimulated tourism revenue to
why a service is in operation. It is simply
the region, with an underlying belief that
unfair, and does not address community
now is time for local and state government
needs. There is also the notion that as
to address the social exclusion, danger
previous Minister for Fire and Emergency
to wildlife, and congestion of road traffic
Services, Craig Crawford would be aware,
by finding viable alternative solutions to
extra options of transport are beneficial to
travelling on the Kuranda Range Road. By
isolated communities, in regard to safety
re-establishing the public rail commute
and evacuation in a crisis.
between Cairns and Kuranda, and possibly
With current long-term delays of
the Tablelands region, many locals see it as
international travel, and lack of tourist
a possible solution to current problems.
economy, now more than ever, governing
Many positive comments were received
bodies should reinforce public transport to
in support of the return of public rail
keep commerce dynamic within the Cairns
transport, expressing appreciation of the
and Tablelands region. Locals supporting
Mercy Graham and Ranjini Rusch. Photo: Greg Hillman, TRACQS Kuranda Photography
possibility to travel to TAFE, University,
Locals.
schools, health appointments, employment prospects, sporting facilities, gym, leisure and
Another issue that has been ignored, is in regard to youth access and safety. Young people
cultural activities, and allow general access to the Cairns CBD. Young people could utilise need the autonomy of being able to participate in activities in the Cairns region without
the skatepark, playgrounds, lagoon, movies and other activities not available in Kuranda. It having to rely on lifts from family and friends. There has been recurring anger and criticism
would also free up the Range Road, while bringing many more local visitors to support small of the anti-social behaviour of young people in Kuranda, without the understanding that
business, both in Kuranda and Cairns.
they are limited in their ability to contribute, or have meaningful participation within the
Those signing the petition (almost 2,000 on 18/11/20) believe it is such an obvious community, due to travel distances, lack of available services and a focus on commerce in
solution to the increase of traffic on the Range. The death of cassowaries, increase of the village, rather than community. There are many Kuranda locals who believe the young
roadworks, regular road accidents and now the uncertainty of repairs to the degrading people of Kuranda have been forgotten and blamed for their behaviour, without any real
Barron River Bridge in Kuranda, reveal there is no better time than now to do a feasibility understanding of the marginalisation that has occurred. Improved transport options could
study. In conversation with Mercy Graham, Mareeba Mayor Angela Toppin agreed that there be a meaningful solution to some of these problems.
is a real traffic issue on the Range Road, and she appeared open to ideas of rail access, but
The elderly are also limited in the ability to travel and many will not drive the Range
confirmed TMR (Department of Main Roads) would be the integral decision makers. There Road, or when they do are tailgated by younger drivers, a danger to all on the road. Access to
was confirmation of a recent conversation with TMR, previous to the APT petition, but that services is necessity for a community to thrive, and the infrastructure is already there, and
was mainly in regard to cassowaries and road traffic. Mayor Toppin then said Barron River currently represents an underutilised public asset. With thoughtful review it could improve
MP Craig Crawford is usually quick to make contact on Kuranda topics, however APT is yet the lives of many people.
to receive a response from him on this matter.
APT Kuranda hope to gain support for a full feasibility study. Thanks to all who have
Comparative QR prices Babinda – Gordonvale for a 36km adult fare is $20, while Kuranda supported, signed and shared the petition. Please continue with social media coverage to
to Cairns on Kuranda Scenic Rail is 37km, and currently a $76 return single fare. Although promote the petition, before submission to the QLD Minister of Transport and Main Roads,
not the same terrain, prices should be affordable for family travel, and reflect the needs of Mark Bailey. Petition forms are available on APT Facebook group for anyone who would like
public transport. A short term proposal would be for the scenic rail to offer two local carriages to download and collect signatures. Thank you!
at public transport prices, like the previous ‘silver bullet’, and possible early morning and late
UPDATE: Mark Bailey asked QR to respond. "Locals, with I.D, can receive 20% off KSR
afternoon commutes to allow people to utilise the rail service for work, or until long term fares until 11 December 2020. No other travel options have been considered at this stage
solutions such as light rail, can be investigated.
and any changes to the timetabling and fare structures of public transport services across
The main purpose of the petition is to reignite interest in an affordable public rail network Queensland would require consideration by the Department of Transport and Main Roads."
utilising the KSR. Recognising that many prefer the convenience of driving, there is still a
Petition: www.change.org/Use_Kuranda_Scenic_Rail_for_public_transport
belief that if a service was in place it would be utilised, particularly by those who for whatever
APT Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/1712489639025541/?ref=share
reason, could not or do not want to travel the Range Road.

DRIVERS
WANTED
open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION
ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION
BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION
AUDIT

4092 1244
mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au
143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880
4
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• USE OUR CAR NOT YOURS
• WORK IN YOUR COMMUNITY
• WORK FOR YOURSELF
• EARN EXTRA $$$$
• REGULAR HOURS AVAILABLE

Need to be able
to obtain Drivers
Authority BHTX and
registered for GST
with ABN.

CONTACT
US!

info@1300rideshare.com.au or 0408 486 571
for more information

Merry Christmas

Everyone!

Thank you all for your support throughout 2020 and I look forward to helping
your real estate dreams come true in the
New Year!
SONIA POOLE
0407 028 388
sonia.poole@raywhite.com
The Kuranda Paper | December 2020 /January 2021 5
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Time to Care

We who live in Far North Queensland, most especially at a blessed altitude such
as Kuranda’s, often reflect upon family and friends in other places in the country
who struggle through extremes of weather throughout the year, which we mostly
do not experience. Often we are the most calm, and temperate, place to be. Yes,
we do have cyclones and yes torrential rain. But they largely come when we expect
them and for the rest of the time we have the climate that people pay good money
to come and escape into. But, as in many other places, we too are experiencing the
“unprecedented” in terms of weather (at least as far back as our written records go.)
In Kuranda, that is 1896 when the Kuranda Railway Station was established as an
official weather station.

Recently a local community group, through the process of making a grant
application, found that the accepted in-kind value for a volunteer starts at $30 per
hour, which makes you realise just how much that which enriches our lives comes
from volunteers, surely many thousands of dollars a year just in this community.
And while every community group could use your help, there are none such in need
as our emergency service volunteers: If you can help please contact them through
your local Fire Wardens (see contacts Page 31) or SES (call John on 0427 037 054).
If you can’t join at this moment, then please just reduce the risk we, and they, face
by caring for yourself, each other, your property, your community and the country
by being fire aware … no fires until the rains come. But that is another story.

This time last year we had not escaped the unprecedented…we endured the hottest
November on record. And nothing prepared us for the wettest December ever
recorded in Kuranda (1,124.5 mm) and that on top of flooding in March and a Wet
Season which just kept giving right into winter, leaving us at the end of December
2018 with the third highest annual rainfall ever recorded in Kuranda (3,558.6 mm).

The Kuranda Paper wishes to thank all our volunteers, our contributors, our
advertisers and our readers for your support and fellowship through 2019 – our
28th year of publication. Please take care over the “break”…we will be back with
issue #317 at the end of January 2020.

DEC/jan

GOLDEN HEART

No one who lives here, in our little green sanctuary, could have evaded the sense of
feeling fortunate as we have watched footage and heard stories of drought devastated
communities and towns without water. But then came the absolute disaster of
recent bush fires which have ravaged southern and central Queensland, New South
Wales, South Australia and Western Australian, over a million hectares burnt in
New South Wales alone. Yet again the word unprecedented arises…rainforest, old
rainforest, has burnt for the first time in living memory.

#316

We must not be complacent though. As this Paper goes to print, probably as you
read this, our local rural fire brigades, incredibly brave volunteers, are out fighting
fires all around us, saving lives, property, wildlife and wildlife habitat.
They, like all the incredible firies and other emergency personnel, go where they are
needed, so some have also been helping out elsewhere in Australia, leaving family,
home, work and businesses behind as they answer that urgent call…to care.

Golden Orb Spiderlings – Photograph by Helen Douglas
For more information on the Golden Orb Spider see Minibeast Wildlife article
on centre pages.
Our masthead this month is Wompoo Fruit-Dove feeding on Johnson’s Quandong
(Elaeocarpus johnsoni) fruit, Kuranda, November 2019.
Kindly shared by photographer Gerhard Hillman
(Naturesface Art: www.naturesface.com.au)

Fire at Dimbulah Monday 18th November, Kuranda crews in action.
Photo by Senior Firefighter Savannah Chibnall.

Image via Kuranda/Myola Rural Fire Brigade
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PAMAGIRRI EXPERIENCE
QUEENSLAND TOURISM
AWARD WIN
Rainforestation Nature Park has won the highly
contended Qantas Award for Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander Tourism for its Pamagirri Aboriginal Experience
at the Queensland Tourism Awards.
The award was received in November last year, just
hours after Premier Palaszczuk announced 2020 will be
the Queensland Year of Indigenous Tourism.
The award recognises a successful relationship
spanning over a quarter of a century between
the Woodward family (founders and owners of
Rainforestation – once the Orange Groves) and the
CaPTA Group, and the Enoch families, who are from the
Quandamooka (North Stradbroke Island) and Kaanjtju
(Lockhart River) tribes.
The two families began working together in 1993,
when founders Charles and Pip Woodward worked
alongside Donald Enoch, Brian Enoch and current
Pamagirri Manager Elder William Enoch Snr to pioneer
Rainforestation Pamagirri Aboriginal Experience with
the permission of the late Djabugay Elder Lyn Hobbler.
Consisting of the Dreamtime Walk and Pamagirri
Dance Show, this tourism experience gave local
Indigenous people a platform to share their culture,
history and stories. Over the 26 years since its inception,
Pamagirri has performed approximately 22,500 times
and welcomed about 2,900,000 visitors from every
corner of the globe. William Enoch-Tranby and Pip
Woodward accepted the award on behalf of the two
families and the whole Rainforestation team.
CaPTA Group Cultural Development Officer William
Enoch-Tranby said receiving the award was particularly
meaningful, considering the Premier’s announcement:
“This represents the collaborative partnership between
the Woodwards and my family, since 1993; it has been
a long healthy journey which will continue for years to
come.”
“I was already celebrating the announcement that
2020 would be the year of indigenous tourism, so to
take out this award was just cream on the top. It shows
the industry is very serious about moving Indigenous
Tourism to the forefront."

FEB
#317

2020 A NEW YEAR OF POTENTIAL
It does seem a bit silly to designate a beginning, or end, to
any year but perhaps it is a helpful to allow us to rekindle
enthusiasm and if necessary leave any “annus horribilis”*
behind us.
A “new” year beckons, and in the words of the late
poet Mary Oliver “what will you do with your one wild and
precious life”, this year? If you have the ability please consider
connection or re-connection with community. So many
groups and organisations are in need of new members… your
personal energy can really make a difference on a community
level.
Events over the past few months have shown us that in
times of need our strongest allies are our fellow community
members, the very people who have the power to implement
real change are either slow to act, or appear to be working in
a parallel universe to the people they are supposed to… serve.
Not all politicians of course are cut from the same cloth.
It is up to the voter to not just complain that they “don’t
connect with me” – phone numbers, emails and meetings are
all available for voters to access candidates and ask important
questions. Queensland local government elections will be
called on 22 February, with rolls closing on 3 March. In this
edition, you will find some candidates putting themselves

forward and offering connection to voters. Take them up
on that offer and be an informed voter. Make sure you are
eligible to vote (Queensland residents 18 years and over
are eligible and voting is compulsory). This year you will be
voting not just for councillors but a new mayor. Election day
is 28 March. Some candidates have given their details and
contacts in this edition and we urge you to contact them on
matters of concern.
Each year now seems to be “The Year of”. This year in
Chinese astrology, it is the Year of The Rat (most Kurandaites would say that’s every year, though we might add
native). It is meant to be a year of good luck and prosperity,
something every Kuranda business, who really do it tough
but still manage to shine, will be hoping for. Please support
your local traders and tradies.
It is also the Queensland Year of Indigenous Tourism.
Here Kuranda is in the hall of fame. From Tjapukai which
had its origin in a community play “The Odyssey You’ll Ever
See” at the Kuranda Amphitheatre in the early 1980s to the
Pamagirri Experience at Rainforestation, the Mayi Wunba
Dance Troupe (joint winners of the last Laura Dance Festival
and invited participants in the Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games opening ceremony in 2018) who perform every
weekend at the Original Kuranda Rainforest Markets, to all
the local indigenous guides who bring the Skyrail experience
alive, to all the artists, dancers, musicians, guides, volunteers
at the Kuranda Information Centre, retail employees and
street buskers who enhance the Kuranda tourism experience.
Without the living indigenous culture so generously shared
Kuranda would not be the unique experience it can be for
visitors. However, tourism is a tough and fickle game and
one of our most influential contributors, over many years,
needs our help. Concerned locals have set up a GoFundMe
campaign for the legendary Willie Brim, please check out the
story on page 15.
Finally, this year is the International Year of Plant Health.
We are so privileged to live in what David Attenborough has
described as the laboratory of the world: there are so many
plants whose valuable properties have not been explored.
Who knows… the next vital antibiotic is more than likely out
there, undiscovered. We must protect this botanic treasury
from thoughtless plunder. Every plant counts.
Whatever you do with this year, even if it is just to look
after yourself and yours, we wish you well. Don’t forget … this
is your Paper. Please use it. We wish you an “annus mirabilis”
** for 2020.
* from the Latin “horrible year”
** from the Latin “wonderful year”

Information and images courtesy of
Rainforestation Nature Park, Kuranda.

William Enoch-Tranby and Pip Woodward
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Thirty years 'on the job' and still loving it –
Memoirs of a Teacher Aide
I am a Teacher Aide at Kuranda District State College and
proud of it. I’ve worked with surgeons, musicians, dancers,
dentists, anthropologists, psychologists, film makers,
architects, builders, archaeologists, teachers and many more.
Valentine’s Day 2020 marked 30 years since I was first
employed at Kuranda State School. I’ve never been one for
celebrating these particular days on the calendar, however
I did hope at the time that the date was a good omen for a
new job. It seems like yesterday that I nervously answered
the questions of an interviewing panel, raced back to work
at Mandemoni Café and kept myself busy waitressing until
I could return to the school at 3pm to get the yay or nay.
Obviously, it was a yay and the only condition was that I wore
shoes (I suddenly realised that previously while a volunteer
helper in the classroom I hadn’t worn any shoes, whoops!).
Memories of the ‘old school’ on Arara Street still linger
and when I visit the Kuranda Library I can still see and hear,
in my mind, the activity, laughter and comradeship of the
old school and working alongside some of the most amazing
staff and community legends I’ve ever met. People like Chris
Sachlikidis, Nicola House, Gill Tynan, Kim Johnson, Aunty
Mary and Clive Dixon, to name just a few, who inspired the
students and staff to be the best and instilled in us all the
importance of access to and provision of a good education.
It was both a sad and exciting time to pack up that
school, move to Myola and see it transition into the Kuranda
District State College (KDSC) in 2008. But here I am in 2020
at KDSC—a much more confident and patient person than
that bare foot 28-year-old aspiree—now seeing past students
rocking up as parents. It’s such a thrill and pleasure to see
them all, and to witness and be a part of the educational and
personal growth of their children.
I started out as Ms Mandy, then Aunty Mandy, then Mum
Mandy and now I’m Nan Mandy and Grandma Mandy. My
love and respect to you all. It swells my heart to see both
previous and current student’s eyes light up, and I am so
happy to see you each day. That’s what keeps me going and
enthused.
I’ve assisted in the classroom, on excursions and camps,
in Learning Support, sports, swimming, canoeing on the
river, IT, Students With Difficulties and Outdoor Education.
Now I work across both campuses of the College but I am
mainly the Primary Resource Centre manager (Library,
Resources and Computer Labs) so books and computers are
my life at work most days.
I have a poster on the door “Google can give you 10,000
answers to a question – but a Librarian will give you the
correct one.”
I’m also the workplace union delegate and have been for
some time. The role of a Teacher Aide has evolved massively
over the years, most people probably still see us as cutting

milestone for

miss mandy
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local government
election day

saturday
28 march 2020

Mandy Dewey. Photos: Greg Hillman (TRACQS Kuranda Photography)
and pasting pretty things for the teacher. I am currently
reading a great book written by a union comrade Thomas
Mayor. Finding the Heart of the Nation : the journey of
the Uluru Statement towards Voice, Treaty and Truth is a
fantastic read and I encourage everyone to give it a go. As
a state representative on Enterprise Bargaining negotiating
teams and working at both state and national levels with our
union, (we were the Miscellaneous Workers [Missos], LHMU,
United Voice and now United Workers Union), the Education
Department and UWU First Nations Roundtable Advisory
group, I am proud to say I’ve been instrumental in gaining the
respect, appreciation and recognition the contemporary role
of a Teacher Aide deserves. Introducing new classification
levels, taking the FNQ voice to the southern cities, and of
course improving our working conditions to a point where

Teacher Aides are now seen as para-professionals and coeducators within a school. I’m proud of this work too, it’s not
only enriched my life but that of 14,000 Teacher Aides.
I don’t see my work as 30 years with ‘the department’, I
see it as 30 years of community service to our unique village
of Kuranda.
If I had a magic wand, I could only wish for Kuranda
District State College to continue to grow and for the students
to excel as only Kuranda kids can.
Mandy Dewey
Edit: Thank you Miss Mandy for your love and commitment
from everyone at both the old school and KDSC. And thank
you from The Kuranda Paper for agreeing to share some of
your years of memories and life lessons.

MEET THE CANDIDATES FORUM
7.15pm Thursday 12 March 2020
Kuranda Recreation Centre,
Fallon Road, Kuranda.
Light supper after forum at 9pm.
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We are all in this together …
As this edition goes to press, it is necessary to add a disclaimer for any events advertised. The
coronavirus situation is changing constantly. If in doubt, use the supplied contacts to check
the current status of events and businesses.
One very important event which is going ahead is the council election on Saturday 28
March and voting is compulsory. You can vote locally before and on Election Day at the CWA
Hall, Kuranda. All candidates have given us their personal messages for Kuranda voters, see
pages 4 and 5.
Despite everything, our community needs to continue to function as much as possible. So,
if in doubt, call that tradesperson, commission an artist, contact businesses, order takeaways,
ask questions and see what arrangements can be made. This will be a time that challenges us
to work around obstacles, to come up with new ways of living our daily lives and to find ways
to support our family, friends and community. It can be done.
Everyone—it must be stressed—from babies to our most elderly is vulnerable, and the
virus can infect any person no matter their age or medical condition. Until a vaccine is found,
the surest way to stay well is to not come in contact with it.
'Social distancing' is the most effective way to stop the spread of the virus, for your own
benefit and that of everyone in our community. If you do not need to be out and about, don’t
be. We especially need to protect doctors, nurses, medical staff, emergency personnel who are
on the frontline … and indeed the retail staff making sure you get your supplies and services.
Care for them because they care for you.
If you MUST go out please wash your hands well with soap and water BEFORE you leave
the house and AFTER you return. If you are feeling in the least bit unwell, please stay home
and monitor your temperature. More information from the Kuranda Medical Centre appears
on page 3 of this edition.
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A message for all our young people – you are our future. You have a great role to play in
how we get through this time. We need your strength, your smarts and your help. Families
will be stretched because life will be different. Everyone will need to be kinder, more helpful
and more patient.
For those who are feeling most at risk, please know that across the community people are
thinking of you and working to support you. You may need help with getting mail or groceries
to your door, or have other needs while staying at home. Don’t feel you can’t reach out. In the
first instance contact the Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre which will remain ready to respond
to those in need.
How to stay connected? Almost everyone has a phone, so use it to support those isolated
at home, or to ask for support if needed. Social media rightly gets a mixed rap, there can be a
lot of nonsense involved. However, it is also a highly effective tool for exchanging information
in real time. See our list of helpful social media groups on our Community Information Page.
The Kuranda Paper would like to thank everyone who contributed to this edition compiled
amidst much uncertainty. In February, until we ran out of space, we had intended to run a
historical piece about the 1920 cyclone that damaged every building in Kuranda, and even
blew a few off their stumps and dumped them several blocks away. Yet, no one but historians
would even know that it had ever happened, because time heals. However, this time it is
not buildings we fear we might lose, but those we love. We must be vigilant, responsible,
hopeful and work together. And grateful for our fresh air, open spaces and the blessing that
is community.

… everyone has a part to play
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'the king' returns!
Locals and lucky visitors were overjoyed to see the return of Kuranda’s most famous dad, Elvis
the cassowary, and his chicks. Elvis is a feature of the Kuranda Riverboat experience, along with
his on again off again girlfriend Priscilla, and his succession of chicks, but had been missing for a
while. Due to the current situation Kuranda Riverboat tours are temporarily suspended but will
be back to delight as soon as possible.

Didge says
Wash your hands
and protect
your community.

Elvis and chicks. Photo: Kuranda Riverboat
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Greetings from Kuranda

may

There have been a lot of challenges over almost 29 years of putting a community newspaper
together. We have been defeated once by a cyclone and delayed once by a complete technical
implosion. However, nothing prepared us for the great yawning gap of uncertainty the
coronavirus (COVID-19) challenge has presented. Perhaps our journey from stunned mullets
to salmon swimming resolutely upstream might be familiar to those going through a similar
crisis of confidence, and existential rebooting of what we thought was our everyday life.
Our fuel to keep going is that so many people had faith … sending in articles, booking
advertisements and keeping us updated with the changes they were facing and negotiating.
Their faith grew our faith. We could do it. We did do it. We will do it.
Look through these pages and don’t think “that can’t happen”. Instead think “how can we
make it happen”. The vitally important social distancing we must keep for now, and perhaps
to a degree for months, doesn’t mean you can’t get that yard tamed, that tree lopped, that
extension built, a garden started, and maybe discover the delights of raising chickens.
Consider commissioning a special piece of art or getting that long planned upholstery job
done. We have a wealth of skills and talent and experience here among us … call your local
tradie, artist, shop, cafe. It’s more than likely that they can make things happen for you.
This tumbled up time doesn’t mean you have to do this alone—there are people with the
time, the heart and the means to help. Maybe that means getting some shopping picked up
or mail checked, or a conversation with someone other than yourself or the dog. Reach out if
you need.
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Glad you are here!

Within these pages we have sought to capture an essence of the goodwill, cooperation,
ingenuity and hope many continue to feel and share. But … there are other stories less –
heard of people without the good fortune to have support structures and savings to get them
through. Businesses under pressure. People doing it very hard and therefore at risk. Please,
if you are lucky enough to be in a good position to help those less fortunate, there has never
been a more important time to do so. Help where you can, whenever and wherever you can.
Support all our local businesses and community groups. And continue to be vigilant in social
distancing and personal hygiene – it benefits and protects us all.
Over the months ahead, at times some of us are going to be afraid of how vulnerable we
feel, and then proud of how strong we are. We are going to learn a lot about ourselves and
others. To make it work we are going to have to re-learn what it is to be 'community', sharing
knowledge and resources. But we can survive and rebuild, and with renewed community
spirit despite this unprecedented challenge, or maybe even because of it.
Love thy neighbour, be there for your community, believe in a bright future for us all. We
can do it.
Thank you for your continued support. The Kuranda Paper.

Clockwise: "Greetings from Kuranda" postcard by
Nettie O Design, Melissa Lovejoy from Oak Forest
enjoying a swing that her husband made during
isolation, Leo and Jack Dunne built a mountain bike
track in their backyard, Minna Hillmann found a
small quartz crystal from a creek during one of her
nature walks.

UNCERTAIN
TIMES
To say that at the moment the “times
they are a’changing” would be an
understatement. As we go to print we
are aware that the Queensland State
government is intending to bring about
some small easing of restrictions on local
travel, social gatherings, non-essential
shopping, sporting activities and access
to some national parks. These come into
effect from midnight 1 May.
While these changes will make small
but significant steps towards helping
with the pressures of social isolation,
and for some businesses an opportunity
to try to get back to business even in a
limited way, it needs to be stressed that
the need to keep practicing personal
hygiene, social distancing and most
importantly monitoring of personal
health (if you feel in the least bit unwell
please contact your doctor) has not
become less vital.
If you have any queries in regards
to services, opening times, delivery
options or community support we
recommend you contact the advertiser
or organisation directly to obtain current
information
NOTE: For the life of this edition, we
cannot be sure of any further changes
that might occur, so please bear that it
mind while reading. Kuranda Paper.
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Our masthead for the final Paper of 2019 featured a beautiful photograph of a magnificent Wompoo Pigeon by Gerhard Hillman (Naturesface Art). A heartshaped cluster of Golden Orb spiderlings by photographer Helen Douglas, an ominous capture of a raging bush fire at Dimbulah, by Senior Firefighter
Savannah Chibnall, underlined the need to be thankful and to be careful, as unprecedented fires raged down south. It was also a call out for residents to
consider making volunteering part of their New Year’s resolutions. A year on, and that IS STILL a really good resolution to make and pursue if you can.
The Kuranda District State College (KDSC) graduations in November were extra special for two students, Rachel Klein and Minkie Sheriff, who became
the first students to complete all 13 years of their schooling at KDSC.
Rainfall for December 2019: 97.5mm. Rainfall for January 2020: 507.5mm
Our first edition for 2020 featured the amazing artwork of David Stacey on our masthead. It captured the sense of renewal and optimism we were feeling
behind the scenes, as a new Kuranda Media Association Committee worked towards our 29th anniversary in July 2020. This was our first edition designed
by graphic designer (and newly minted KMA Vice President), Nettie O’Connell. Our thanks go to our previous layout and graphic designers, Helen Douglas
and David Gormley, who also served as Committee members going back a decade. Our ex-President, Garth Owen, having escaped at our December AGM to
pursue a long put off bucket list, sent us observations from China. Of course, at the time we had no idea of what was to come and the ensuing implications.
We continue to be grateful that he and partner, Cathy Retter, made it out OK.
2020 was designated by the Queensland Government as Queensland Year of Indigenous Tourism. We featured the Pamagirri Aboriginal Experience,
Rainforestation, and their recent win of the Qantas Award for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Tourism on the front page. We also were very pleased to
support a call out for some mobility help for local indigenous tourism icon, Willie Brim.
The first mention of the March local government elections appeared and our readers had plenty of issues to bring to the notice of candidates. Once
again, Kuranda rued the loss of our divisional representation, in the form of a Kuranda-based councillor, and hoped for more consultation and understanding
of our community by the next Council.
Sadly, we needed to devote a full page to the memories of some much loved Kuranda identities, but we also saluted their character and contributions.
Communities are made up of individuals and individuals make communities. This edition was also bumper full of all the diverse activities, projects and
services our community groups quietly work at and achieve.
Rainfall for the month: 278.5mm
Our front page featured the wonderful ‘Miss Mandy’ Dewey, marking her 30 years—and still counting—as a Teacher Aide at both the current and old
Kuranda state schools. Our masthead featured a painting of a scurrying brush-turkey by local artist Robyn King, as we introduced our new mascot ‘Didge’
the brush-turkey, designed by our graphic designer, Nettie O’Connell. Didge was named following a poll of our readers and Facebook followers. Didge was
the standout winner with over 60% of votes going to him.
More brush-turkey fun was provided by local author Ann Harth in her children’s story titled Didge. The story told of an imaginary conversation between
Didge and a couple of his feathered friends in regards to safely crossing the road. It drew inspiration from local observation of brush-turkeys using
pedestrian crossings in Kuranda.
Claude Burnside was the subject of Michelle Murray-Beckman's The View from Here column, while Seren Starlight’s Arts Page had a wonderfully
adventurous go at wrapping up the Entire History of European Art in a ... “wrap”. Across other pages, we covered sugar ants, phasmids, mangosteens, fungi,
avocado seed carving, flying foxes and tree-kangaroos, while Kuranda Conservation hit a hopeful note profiling their loyal seed collectors. Our Ngirrma
Wordsearch theme was fire and water, of which there was very little of either.
This edition was the last before the full impact of the coronavirus pandemic was felt and was pretty much COVID-19 free. Community groups were full
steam ahead with planning activities, fundraising, projects and events. Another time…
Rainfall for the month: 167.5mm

See page 4 for more election information.
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I think we, at The Kuranda Paper, are not Robinson Crusoe in saying that 2020 has been a year like no other, and one we certainly
didn’t see coming. Like swans on the water, we have done our best to glide along on top as gracefully as possible, while
paddling furiously below at times. We only had a very short moment of uncertainty about our future, before we were buoyed
by incredible support and encouragement from advertisers, contributors, volunteers and readers. We are happy to say that The
Kuranda Paper, in print and online, will continue into the foreseeable future.
Current and recent editions of The Kuranda Paper, and some past editions (older editions are being added incrementally)
are available online at www.kurandapaper.com. We wish everyone a safe, joyous and prosperous New Year. See you in 2021.

Our front page made it pretty clear that we were adjusting to uncertain times. Behind the scenes, we were assessing just how we would move forward in
terms of publication. With changes to social distancing we had to consider the feasibility of printing, transporting and distributing hard copies. With many
stockists closed, we downsized our print run from 5100 to 3600, temporarily ceasing distribution to the Tablelands. In addition, our concerns lay with the
impact on our advertisers. We were heartened when our advertisers, and contributors, were firm in their support and determination to help us to continue
to deliver print copies.
Our masthead was a creative take on COVID-safe hands, in a collage of painted hands by KDSC Year 5 student, Leo Dunne. Spirits lifted with news of
the return of Kuranda’s most famous cassowary dad, Elvis, and his three 2019 chicks, who had not been seen for a while.
Anzac Day services were cancelled, and Council facilities and services affected. A few community organisations had managed to just squeeze in
activities, including the Queensland Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers Conference hosted by Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations, but we had to put a
temporary warning sticker over our community calendar advising readers to check with activity organisers as to whether there were changes. However,
the community was also rising up to meet challenges. The Kuranda Medical Centre, Kuranda Pharmacy, Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre, FoodWorks, local
eateries and individuals were all 'pivoting' to meet community needs and concerns, before we even really knew what that term meant. And one important
event that was definitely going ahead (with precautions), was the local council election, just a couple of days after publication—one wonders what the
candidates thought the future held.
Rainfall for the month: 33mm
With the shock first reaction to the pandemic receding, businesses, groups, organisations and individuals were regrouping, reinventing and reimagining.
Although we were missing the most-necessary topping up of creeks, dams and tanks—there having been no wet season at all—there was also a sense of
relief that we had only one disaster to deal with at one time. The beautiful weather made us all grateful to call this place home. Our masthead Cadagi Trees at
Rosebud Farm, Speewah, by local photographer Steven Nowakowski, and snapshots of locals living and loving being outdoors, captured the healing power
and peace the natural world can provide.
Suzy Grinter provided, as always, a wry but affectionate view of this ‘new’ world ... “hens are the new toilet paper”, as poultry raising joined the ranks of
sourdough baking. In a neat bookend, we welcomed new contributor, Madi Sparrow with her column Fowl Times. Local author Ann Harth, whose response
to being stuck at home, was to write and share freely, children’s stories gave us the hilarious The Year The Hairdressers Closed.
We had plenty of good news stories. A profile of Ron Veivers, his family history of timbercutting in a Kuranda and Speewah of different times, and an
introduction to Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations’ new Cultural Development Officer, Dennis Hunter, reminded us that our community is full of strong,
talented people with a wealth of diverse experiences and skills. A new Council, a mix of old and new faces, was sworn in.
Michael Quinn rounded out the edition with his poem Magical Awakenings, thanks to COVID-19 Lockdown ... “Around the world streets echo to the sound
of flute, clarinet or saxophone ... musicians join with each other, reaching out in a time of contagion, from their locked-down isolation.”
Rainfall for the month: 214.5mm

December 2020 /January 2021 | The Kuranda Paper
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Some light at the
end of the tunnel...

jun

Mother’s Day weekend in Kuranda brought much needed street life back into the village. It
offered businesses the opportunity to open up and welcome customers following the easing
of restrictions for non-essential shopping and public gathering.
Some businesses are now opening with lesser hours or on fewer days than usual but are
settling into a transition which they hope locals and visitors will support and in doing so
help keep the doors open. Others are open by appointment, online and some even offer free
delivery.
The markets, at time of going to print, are opening on weekends though perhaps not every
stall. Food stalls and cafes within the markets and in the village are now almost all open most
days, some still only offering takeaways but some offering dine in opportunities within the
current restrictions.
The best way to gauge what’s on offer is to visit your favourite eatery or shop. Your
custom will be most appreciated. Kuranda businesses for the most part have been doing it
pretty tough. But there is a growing sense that restrictions should continue to ease and life is
returning to not-normal but more-normal. Some businesses have remodeled, repainted and
revived premises during downtime. Please support our local businesses whenever you can.
We build our local economy, create and keep jobs for locals with our spending choices.
Our masthead this month is created from an image courtesy of the State Library of
Queensland. In a tradition, which goes back to the 1830s, it has been hand-coloured, not
through oil, ink, dye or pencil but rather digitally applied, a modern take on an old technique.
At the time this photograph was taken, in 1892, the railway line from Cairns had reached
Kuranda a year earlier. It was an incredible feat of engineering which took four years to
complete. Soon all the makeshift shops and 25 of the licenced hotels along the line would
close forever, and the township of Kuranda would become both a strategic railhead and
a destination in its own right, as its beauty and character became known nationally, then
internationally. The rail trip and the little town at the end of it became famous and at one
point was known as “The Niagara Falls” of Australia, a honeymoon and health haven.
Since that time, Kuranda has experienced many challenges including the 1920 cyclone,
which damaged every building in town, knocking several right off their stumps. There was
the First World War, Spanish flu, The Great Depression, the Second World War (which
brought about the construction of the Range Road), floods, more cyclones, smallpox,
dengue and influenza outbreaks, a recession or two and then the Australian Pilots' Strike of
1989—a national emergency was declared at that time too, and impacts were so severe many
businesses were forced to close, including in Kuranda. Yet each time this town has come back.
And will again.
Although the impacts of restrictions on travel, especially international, are not something
we can escape at this time, all that has attracted visitors for over 100 years remains. The natural
beauty, the history and culture, the skills and talents of our community, the infrastructure
built up over decades and all the people who live, love and work here and are determined that
this will just be another challenge we overcome.
Just a reminder as you read this edition, which marks the end of our 28th year of
uninterrupted publication and the start of our 29th—please be aware that the situation
regarding the way businesses, community groups, sporting groups etc operate should be
subject to change during June. Most especially from 12 June when the second round of
planned easing of restrictions is due to be implemented. So please contact advertisers or
groups directly for the latest arrangements and more information.
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Seren Starlight and Sanae at the Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets.
Photo: Amber Moon, Kuranda Dreadlocks and Art Emporium

Kuranda Traders Association
Seeking Expressions of Interest from Kuranda Businesses
A small, informal meeting of nine local business owners was held in Kuranda on Wednesday
20 May to discuss the future of Kuranda as a visitor destination and to investigate the
possibility of forming a united business group to lobby Local and State government, including
for grants and other funding, to promote local business and the destination of Kuranda as a
whole.
This new group aims be inclusive of all Kuranda businesses who wish to be involved, and
would welcome sole traders, stall holders and certified health and well-being practitioners as
Kuranda as a community moves forward to bring life back into the streets, shops and markets
of our town.
Once expressions of interest are received and a database created for communication
purposes, a meeting date will be set to form a Kuranda-based representative business group
and vote for a new committee as required. The final group name and organisational structure
will be set by members.
It was acknowledged that the current economic and social challenges Kuranda businesses
are facing require that all endeavour to come together in a cohesive, informed and respectful
business-orientated group to give Kuranda the future it deserves. The group will provide
support and strength, business to business, as the local economy adjusts to the effects of
COVID-19.
Once the group is formed and established, options for an online presence and scheduling
of regular meetings will be explored.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED:
Expressions of interest should to be emailed to kurandabusinesseoe@gmail.com with
details of: business name, trading name, owner’s name and contact details, ABN plus any
other information businesses may wish to supply.

BUY LOCAL — SUPPORT OUR KURANDA BUSINESSES
L•

• BU Y LOCA

We hear it all the time – buy local, but how many of us actually do? At The Kuranda Paper we will feature a business each month to help
promote their services and products. Now more than ever we need to support our local small businesses. Kuranda has many stores and
businesses—they are all struggling. Think about buying a local product next time you need to purchase a gift. Or eat a meal in the village for
lunch, dinner or takeaway, engage a local tradie or other service. If we all do this often, it may just save our businesses. Every little bit helps.

POSTAGE
PAID

Th e

KURANDA
AUSTRALIA

Kuranda Paper
July 2020

Issue 322

FREE INDEPENDENT MONTHLY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1991

WWW.KURANDAPAPER.COM

Kuranda’s ICONIC Butterfly Sanctuary
emerges from hibernation
On Monday 23rd March 2020 (just like the rest of the country) the Australian Butterfly
Sanctuary in Kuranda was advised that, due to Government restrictions regarding COVID-19,
we had to shut our gates indefinitely for the first time in 32 and a half years.
Lots of other ‘firsts’ have occurred since, including hearing new phrases such as ‘flattening
the curve’, ‘social distancing’, ‘iso’ and ‘hibernation’. Now we all know what these phrases
mean, but only three months ago, they were foreign concepts. But life, and nature, goes on
and so we started our cycle of “cocooning” our charges and ourselves as we waited for those
gates to re-open.

jul

HIBERNATION (being in the chrysalis stage)
After closing to the public, the Australian Butterfly Sanctuary went into hibernation mode.
Although we couldn’t showcase our beautiful butterflies and hungry caterpillars to guests, all
our precious charges still needed to be fed and cared for.
Our breeding laboratory is home to approximately 4000 caterpillars at varying stages
of growth, and it requires two staff to spend eight hours a day feeding all of those hungry
mouths. COVID-19 or no COVID-19, it is a 365 day a year job.
It also takes two gardeners to maintain the caterpillar host food plants, those which
are on-site at the Sanctuary, and our other host food plant patches at Rainforestation and
down on the coast at the COUCH (Cairns Organisation United for Cancer Health) Centre
in Manoora. In addition, the gardeners must cut enough food plant every day to feed the 12
species of caterpillars that we currently have in the Sanctuary.
And of course we cannot forget about the butterflies in the aviary, they need a staff
member to take care of them every day, including tasks such as feeding them fresh nectar and
collecting eggs to take to the lab. Newly emerged butterflies need to be released daily so they
can feed and find a partner for mating. The circle of life goes on.
Like a lot of other normally busy-businesses, we took the opportunity in this quieter time
to undertake a 'ronavation' of the Sanctuary, with lots of cleaning and repainting of the site so
everything would look refreshed when we could re-open our gates. We also had to ensure that
the site was COVID safe in order to re-open to the public as per Government requirements.
During the hibernation stage we also found creative ways to keep in touch with humans,
including establishing Facebook Live sessions, which occurred once every three weeks. These
Live sessions enabled real time virtual interaction between our butterfly guide and expert,
Robin Cruse, who has worked here for 19 years, and our Facebook followers. Robin showed
those watching from home butterfly eggs, mating couples and answered lots of questions
from inquisitive minds in ‘iso’. This is something that we will be continuing when we reopen,
as it is a lovely way to maintain a visual, educational and fun relationship with our Facebook
followers who can’t be here in person.
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RE-OPENING (emerging out of the chrysalis)
We were so excited to re-open the gates on Saturday 13 June and receive guests once again.
There are some noticeable changes in operation, such as social distancing rules and hand
sanitiser available for everyone to use. All other mandatory COVID-safe requirements have
also been implemented. What hasn’t changed though is the magic of getting so close to our
butterflies, a tradition many locals, and not so local visitors, of all ages have cherished over
decades. For many it is, if they are lucky, the first time one of these marvels of nature briefly
alights on head or arm.
Our COVID journey has reflected the transformative part of the butterfly life cycle. We
were developing in a chrysalis for longer than usual, but we have finally emerged like a
beautiful butterfly ,with pumped up wings, ready and keen to take to the wing.
To our amazing dedicated staff at the Australian Butterfly Sanctuary, who have managed to
stay motivated and adapted to oodles of change during these unprecedented and challenging
times, thank you for everything above and beyond.
To our visitors, we look forward to seeing your faces once again and we have lots of new
and exciting things planned for locals in the near future. We are currently open 10am to
3pm Thursday to Sunday, and while bookings are recommended to avoid disappointment
(we currently do have some restrictions on numbers) we also welcome walk-ins should you
be in the village and in need of a butterfly hit. Support local, join 1500 free-flying butterflies,
visit the Breeding Laboratory and more. And we are supporting our locals by offering a 20%
discount ( please bring local ID). Please make a visit to the butterflies part of your rediscovery
of our village.
Follow us on Facebook – KurandaButterflies to find out what we are up to and learn
something new, as we constantly do, about butterflies. This is also a great resource for curious
children. You can also check out our website www.australianbutterflies.com for updated
opening days and times. Thank you for all your support, see you soon and stay COVID safe!
Mel Nikolich, Manager Australian Butterfly Sanctuary

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US
This edition marks the 29th anniversary of The Kuranda Paper, with the first edition being
printed in July 1991. On the occasion of the first anniversary in 1992, then President of the
Kuranda Media Association, the late Joan Dods wrote for the front page:

One of the earliest, and youngest,
visitors upon re-opening was Charlie.
Photo: Jodie Crane

Twenty-eight years down the track we could not say it better. Thank you to all our contributors,
our advertisers, our volunteers and our readers. Thanks to your support The Kuranda Paper,
even in these turbulent times, is still going strong and we looking forward to celebrating our
30th birthday this time next year.
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Djabugay artists weave their magic FOR
Cairns Indigenous Art Fair during August
Local Djabugay weavers will showcase traditional baskets at this year’s Cairns Indigenous
Arts Fair (CIAF) during August. The beautiful creations of Djabuganydji traditional owners,
Andy Duffin and Rhonda Brim are being presented as part of CIAF’s “Undercurrents – Cook
2020” exhibition.
Rhonda learnt from her grandmother, Wilma Walker, and now collects and uses lomandra
(dalmba in the Djabugay language) to create her dilly bag baskets. Traditionally they were
used for carrying things such as fruits, nuts and yams, as well as straining toxins from the
plants that made up the Djabugay diet. In 2008, Rhonda founded and continues to lead the
KOCA (Keeping Our Culture Alive) weavers based in Kuranda: the group established to keep
traditional basket weaving age-old techniques alive to share with future generations.
Andy started his weaving journey studying with Rhonda, and is currently an active member
of KOCA. The group also credit Girramay traditional owner, Abe Muriata, for his teaching of
bi-cornual baskets, as well as engagement with Elders from neighbouring communities and
into the Cape York Peninsula to further their knowledge.
As much of Djabugay’s ancient cultural practices (including weaving practices) were
forbidden with the settlement of their traditional lands, both artists have had to learn the
age-old weaving techniques through elders and neighbouring tribes.
The bi-cornual basket (yimbi) is unique to the rainforest tribes of Far North Queensland.
They are made of fish tail lawyer cane (bugul) with the handle made from another lawyer cane
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species (yabulum). Traditionally hung by the long handle over the forehead to sit onto the top
of the back, some were made with a smaller handle to carry by hand while gathering food.
These master weavers are both very passionate about carrying on their Djabugay
traditional heritage and preserving the basket weaving practice for future generations.
Andy currently has three bi-cornual baskets, and Rhonda has one dilly bag basket showing
at CIAF. They are joined in the exhibition by fellow KOCA artist, Sandy Scott, who has a
painting on canvas displayed.
The Undercurrents exhibition is open to the public from 12 July to 30 August at the Tanks
Arts Centre, Cairns. A virtual gallery will present their works to a wider audience from
19 August to 13 September, after CIAF’s launch of their Cultural Evolution Digital Program on
14 August 2020. Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations.
“Undercurrents addressed the imbalance of (written) colonial history versus First Peoples’
(oral) history, through a collection of paintings, works on paper, sculpture, photography,
textile installations and screen. Artists survey the impact of Cook and what he represents to
First Peoples of Queensland. Curated by Janina Harding and Hetti Perkins, with works from
art centres, local independent artists and gallery represented artists, the exhibition reveals
the Blak resilience of sovereign nations. Undercurrents is a platform for truth-telling, from
an individual, family, community or First Peoples world view.” Cairns Indigenous Art Fair.
The CIAF 2020 program of events can be viewed at www.ciaf.com.au

Basket by
Andy Duffin.
Photo: Michael
Marzic
courtesy
CIAF

Andy Duffin at work. Photo: Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations

The hands of a master weaver, Rhonda Brim. Photo: Dan Campbell-Lloyd

The power of shared vigilance
This month we are honoured to document a community endeavour which has successfully
overcome what appeared to be an almost insurmountable challenge. In late 2013, yellow
crazy ants, were first detected in Russett Park, potentially an environmental disaster. Lessons
learnt from overseas were that Kuranda, and the Wet Tropics, could have been devastated
by this infestation if left unchecked. Yellow crazy ants can also render a property, house and
garden, creek, farm and orchard, uninhabitable within a short period of time.
This community quickly came together to form the Yellow Crazy Ants Taskforce through
Kuranda Envirocare. Now, for the first time since 2014, no new yellow crazy ants have
been detected at Russett Park. As well as having brought this infestation under control, the
Kuranda community raised funds for vital research into the ants which will be of benefit to
any other community fighting them. While eradication cannot yet be declared, it is within
reason to believe it will be. You can read the story of the fight for yellow crazy ant eradication
in Kuranda on Pages 22-23.
This great example of how community can come together and tackle even really big
challenges should give us hope in this time of coronavirus, another huge challenge. Let us
find strength in each other. Let us remain vigilant. Let us stay aware and be smart as we go
about our daily lives. It only takes one little ant …

KURANDA
Kuranda is so pretty, which is why it is a pity, that with
Covid spreading, tourists are so few.
Yet the good thing is we’re healthy, and we don’t have
to be wealthy, as our self-sustaining skills we can renew.
Kuranda has its hippies; with some handymen and chippies,
electricians, and landscapers. We are set.
There are volunteers and carers; with our Men’s Shed and repairers.
This community looks out for any threat.
Kuranda is a good place, though we know the risk we could
face, if we fail to keep our distance when we’re out.
It feels we are protected, way up here there’re none affected,
But we still need to be vigilant, no doubt!
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YOUNG KURANDA ARTISTS WIN NATIONAL
INDIGENOUS MUSIC AWARD
The Djabuganydji community of Kuranda created two short films over 14 days in June 2019—
an outcome of a unique, collaborative creative process with Desert Pea Media (DPM).
DPM artists, local Indigenous young people, community members, Elders, local health
services, school staff and other community members, as part of a major DPM initiative
called 'Break It Down - Community Conversations Around Wellbeing' – funded by North
Queensland Primary Health Network.
On Saturday 8 August, KDA Crew was awarded the 2020 National Indigenous Music
Award for Community Clip Of The Year. Their inspiring and dynamic video Djabuganydji
Bama was shared nationally during TV and online coverage of the annual awards. The video
can be viewed online on the Desert Pea Media YouTube channel – look for the KDA Crew –
'Djabuganydji Bama' video.
The overall purpose of the project was to facilitate an important, inter-generational
conversation about social and emotional wellbeing for Indigenous young people. Desert Pea
Media projects involve a dialogue-based storytelling process that encourages participants to
analyse 'the real', 'the ideal' and 'the bridge'. In simple terms this means critically thinking
about how to create positive change for yourself, for each other and for our communities.
The DPM team was deeply honoured to share, create and build connection with these
incredible, talented, resilient group of young people. Djabuganydji Bama was by produced
Desert Pea Media's in-house Music Producer Josh Nicholas (aka Hazy). Special thanks to
Melina Clarke and Kelli Craig for your hard work in making this project possible. Also to
Kuranda District State College for hosting us and all of the Kuranda community for being
proper deadly. Desert Pea Media

sep

Djabuganydji Bama ©

Photo: Desert Pea Media
CREDITS: KDA Crew are Ciolla Riley, Max Alpin, Winston Alpin, Dahskeikky Brim, Rosetta Bulow,
Charlie Collins, Drayden Lawson, Nolan Lawson, Chloe Richards, Shakactey Riley, Shyriah Williams,
Shemaiah Kendrick, Haily Dorante, Amanda Crosbie, Sheree Donahue, Porta James, Santiago
Graham, Caesar Hunter, Delta Wason, Toby Finlayson, Coedie McCarthy. Toby Finlayson (Project
Director/Co-Writer/Co-Facilitator/DOP), Coedie McCarthy (Co-Writer/Co-Facilitator), Josh Nicholas
(Music Producer/Co-Writer/Co-Facilitator), Grace Newell (Production Coordinator/Photographer),
Roy Weiland (Editor/Graphics/Grading), David Nicholas (Audio Mixing), Darren Ziesing (Audio
Mastering), Rachel Rowe (Business Manager), Belle Arnold (Projects Manager).

Welcome to Kuranda, where the beat drops in the treetops
Where we rock with green tree frogs, and the gunyarra (crocodile), them big crocs
This is Hip Hop from Kuranda, where the Barron meets the sea
Where we smell curry and campfire get ready for a big mad feed.
Culture’s in my veins, my history’s in my bloodline
This knowledge is in my brain (yep) my story’s within my songline
Keep our culture alive (brrrr) guri buga djunal (good morning) - one time
Young and bright in the street’s light and sunshine
We them deadly Bama ngungi (mob) coming up from Djabugay country Ya,
Indigenous mob, yabbas (brothers), djidgas (sisters), bunjis (brother-in-law), murris
Home of the budajjii (carpet snake) (AY) guyu (fish) (AY) bundarra (cassowary) (YAH)
Our creator Bullurru (creator spirit), dulbil (wallaby), gangla (kangaroo),
djama (snake), gunyarra (crocodile)
Bringin’ this culture, back on the track, we Djabugay - BLACK, Reggae - RAP
KDA, him again? TG, can’t get much better than that!
With my family at my side, strong love that you can’t hide, see?
You can’t deny that strength that I get with my ancestors behind me.
Bulmba bulurru (Home of the creator) Boonda bana wurru (Mountains and running water)
Budajji bundarra (Carpet snake, cassowary)
Bama ngungi Tjunburru (Our people follow your path)
We got fighting on the streets, my people dropping like leaves
Better believe this grog and ganja come from trauma and grief
What’s beneath? Where the relief?
We got too much pressure to measure
All the mob from 4 communities gotta come back together
Anxiety and depression - inside of me got me stressing
Sometimes and second guessing and fighting my self expression
Now listen to the definition, ‘What ya missin’ on this mission!’
We can lessen the stress if we learn one simple lesson (and stick together forever)
Harmony in our community unity for you and me,
education is truly key if it is truth you seek
People stream on screens but we believe in dreaming by creeks and greenery
Don’t be a scheming demon - we beamin’ peace in this scenery
Opportunity, strong community, gotta go make that change
Because you can heal yourself, you can heal yourself from that pain
That shame, you can break that chain, you gotta lift your game
You gotta grab that mic, sing your song till everybody shout your name
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SPRINGING BACK
With the arrival of October comes warmer days, blue skies and a sense that while humanity is
facing an extraordinary level of uncertainty, the natural world is just getting on with it. That
can be a great comfort, elevating our minds above depressing news and reminding us that it
is not ‘all about us’. This is a time to really immerse ourselves in the beauty and wonder of the
Great Outdoors (ours somewhat greater than others, lucky us).
Walks short or long, pedestrian or adventurous, stretch both muscles and minds, letting
the unexpected into our lives along the way. The Barron is at its best, as are local creeks.
October is also a reminder that we are about to turn the corner into the monsoon season.
November is officially the start of the cyclone season but before then comes fire season. We
can be grateful that, behind the scenes, both are being planned for, and in the case of fire, our
local fire brigades and Bulmba Rangers have been conducting cool burns for some months
now. In terms of the 2020-2021 cyclone season it is predicted to be the reverse of this year,
which had no cyclonic events that affected us. Above average monsoon and cyclone activity is
forecast. So now is the time to start planning in earnest and contact your local tradespeople
for repairs and vegetation management.
As we look towards the turn into 2021, it’s important to remember that the COVID-19
threat will be with us as we make that turn. We must not be complacent just because we have
not had outbreaks locally. That can change at any time as the state, country, and region opens

oct

10 October
Spring Recovery Day, Kuranda
Amphitheatre
18 October
Inaugural Speewah Markets
31 October
Election Day (see page 7)
31 October
Halloween Fun Night, Kuranda
Recreation Centre
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Our 29th birthday edition was all about renewal and a sense of coming out of our cocoons. The Australian Butterfly Sanctuary gave us a glimpse of what
had been happening behind lockdown, and welcomed visitors again. Our masthead was also butterfly themed, with a gorgeous Ulysses butterfly sipping
nectar from a Poinsettia, by photographer Heather Miller. “What the caterpillar calls the end, the rest of the world calls a butterfly” Lao Tzu.
We were also spreading our wings with a brand new, updated website www.kurandapaper.com and were busy loading in past editions going back 29
years. We also received permission from the family of the late Peter Hohermuth (editor, owner and contributor extraordinaire of Kuranda’s first newspaper,
The Kuranda Village News (KVN)1979-1981), to scan and upload to our website all the KVN editions. This is an ongoing project we hope to complete in early
2021. Our former webmaster, Seren Starlight, wrote a wonderful history of The Kuranda Paper online, his personal acxhievement, for this edition.
More and more businesses were opening more hours, and expressed their thanks for local support. The Kuranda Visitor Information Centre re-opened,
as did the Kuranda Men’s Shed, the Kuranda Arts Co-op extended their opening hours, the Kuranda Rangers were finally able to kick off the delayed
2020 soccer season, the Kuranda Amphitheatre was also re-opening slowly, the CWA were “out of the bubble”, and the Neighbourhood Centre was also
extending hours.
Steven Nowakowski brought us The Lost History of Governor Goodwin’s Lookout. Our featured advertiser of the month was the Ceti Bath Shop, makers
of handmade soaps in Kuranda for over 20 years. The View from Here column profiled the talented Amber Gaia Moon, of the Kuranda Dreadlocks and Art
Emporium, in the Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets.
Rainfall for the month: 72mm
The spectacular artwork of Djabugay Master Weavers, Andy Duffin and Rhonda Brim was to be showcased at the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair during August.
We could only just salute their mastery and respect for culture on our front page, and wished we could give these artworks all the honour they deserve, but
this is the limit of newsprint. Handmade is best appreciated in person.
Our masthead for the month sought to capture the blaze of glory of the Golden Penda trees—in full bloom and only planted in 2019—that turned
heads, including that of photographer Gayle Hannah.
A double page spread marked a major milestone in the Kuranda yellow crazy ants eradication program, an incredible example of what our community
can achieve when it comes together. In 2014, there were many who said eradication of yellow crazy ants in Kuranda was near impossible, yet six years later
in April 2020 a lure survey in Russett Park, the focus of the infestation, found no new yellow crazy ants. Well done Kuranda, but vigilance is still required.
Other risks must be dealt with, including electric ants and miconia weed, which we addressed in this issue as well.
Other ongoing concerns including the threat to cassowaries posed by speeding traffic on the Kuranda Range Road, the future of the Kuranda Cemetery
and the perennial nonsensical closure of the Kuranda Aquatic Centre during winter, were raised by letter writers.
Some community groups were re-opening including the Kuranda Men’s Shed, CWA and Kuranda Amphitheatre. Steven Nowakowski, acclaimed for his
landscape photography, picked the brain of local Dugg Stratford, and gave us some fascinating history of Black Mountain Road.
Rainfall for the month: 23.5mm

© Kerrie Foster, Kuranda – August 2020
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Our front page continued the story of Kuranda‘s COVID comeback. The Mother’s Day 2020 weekend in Kuranda brought back some street life, and offered
businesses the opportunity to open up, following the easing of restrictions for non-essential shopping and public gatherings.
Didge was recruited for our Support Local campaign. The formation of a Kuranda Traders Association was a sign that local businesses were coming
together to meet the challenges left by the recent deactivation of Tourism Kuranda. The need to find new ways to market Kuranda as a destination offers
challenges, but also opportunities. We continued our support for local business, with the first in what will be a regular focus on our local advertisers, with
Trish Green of the Honey House.
Our masthead was a modern take on an old technique. Graphic designer Nettie O’Connell, used digital design tools to 'hand colour' a vintage image of
the Kuranda Railway, from the State Library of Queensland, circa 1892.
The View from Here profiled Beverly Henderson, teacher to many Kuranda children, and part of the extraordinary creative team of Alan (Beverly‘s
husband), Robin and Joan Dods, who imagined, built and ran the Kuranda Tropical Ice Cream cart—which continues to this day, and is now run by Cliff
Timmins.
Local historian, Peter Ryle, gave us a glimpse into the history of tobacco growing at Koah. There is so much more local history to tell and we love to print
it. Bear that in mind contributors. Kuranda CWA reached its own significant milestone in local history, marking 83 years in Kuranda in 2020.
We had plenty of sustainability information and inspiration supplied by Seedsavers, Planting by the Moon, and Fowl Times.
Rainfall for the month: 76.5mm

up – as they must. To keep our community safe we need to keep that in mind as we go about
our near-normal life. ANYONE who feels unwell, with even the mildest of symptoms, should
immediately get tested and isolate until the results are known.
As much as we need to be aware and prepared, we can also take heart from the great
sense of renewal happening. If you haven’t taken a good long walk around the Village lately
… you should. Without a doubt, the retail landscape reflects changes caused by COVID-19,
most especially our closed international borders. But change also brings opportunity and
established businesses are re-inventing themselves, and new businesses starting up. Well
worth taking the time to familiarise yourselves with all the great options right here in your
own backyard. Especially as thoughts turn to Christmas and end of year gift buying. Each gift
you buy locally strengthens our local economy.
October 10th marks a great milestone in this crazy year- our Amphitheatre will host a
Spring Recovery event, featuring local musicians and providing an opportunity to celebrate
community and local culture. Other smaller scale events are becoming more often, regular
and well patronised. We are getting our mojo back.
All of this provides us with a firm sense that we can, if we come together as a community,
take the pieces of opportunity we can find and rebuild what we need to create a positive,
supportive and prosperous future.
The beautiful Barron River – breathtaking whether you are on it, in it or above it. This stunning
drone capture of the Kuranda Riverboat plying its way on a glassy river is the work of local
photographer Steven Nowakowski (www.stevennowakowski.com)
Masthead by artist David Stacey see page 4
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We were thrilled to be able to give a big shout out on our front page to the fabulous young performers of KDA Crew, who on Saturday 8 August were
awarded the 2020 National Indigenous Music Award for Community Clip of the Year for their video Djabuganydji Bama, which was screened nationally on
TV and online during the awards ceremony. Brilliant!
Our beautiful masthead featured detail from a painting by artist and wildlife carer, Rebecca Koller, titled Merlin's Chick. This edition was even more
‘casso-wary’ than usual—26 September 2020 being World Cassowary Day. Unfortunately, every year the threats to the cassowary population in Australia
grow. In Kuranda, the greatest threat we have is the Kuranda Range Road. Locals and local environment organisations continue to mount pressure on
the powers that be to make effective changes to safeguard these precious big birds, before it is too late. This edition marked the death of the last of Elvis'
cassowary 2019 chicks. Heart breaking.
News from community groups continued to demonstrate that things were getting back into some kind of normality. The rebirth of community markets
continued. We highlighted the weekly Koah Farmers Markets, held every Saturday morning at the Koah Hall, where you can meet the growers and makers,
and take home their beautiful fresh produce. These markets are in addition to the Koah Monthly Markets, held on the first Saturday of each month – March
to December.
While we all consider ourselves to live in paradise, in this edition Steven Nowakowski reminded us that we do in fact have 'paradise' right here, in his
article A Place Called Paradise.
Rainfall for the month: 126.5mm
This was the month when our front page was all about what was happening, instead of what wasn’t. A Spring Recovery Day at the Kuranda Amphitheatre,
the return of the Speewah Monthly Markets after a few years hiatus, a Halloween Fun Night at the Kuranda Recreation Centre. October was a month for
springing back. Didge was front page with the all important message to not just shop and employ local, but also ENJOY LOCAL.
Our front page was postcard perfect, thanks to a beautiful evocative masthead by acclaimed Kuranda artist, David Stacey, featuring a detail from his
painting Abundance 2, and a stunning aerial photograph of the Kuranda Riverboat on the Barron River by photographer Steven Nowakowski.
Thanks to Koah locals, Gillian Sachlikidis and Kerry Geck, we were able to bid a fond farewell to Nina and Serge Spigariol, Koah Residents for generations,
with affectionate words and photos.
We were counting birds, talking Smashed Avocados and Science, Blowing the Quarantine Blues, checking in on Rainforest to Runway with Leah Kelly,
watching Smoke Signals from the Kuranda/Myola Fire Brigade and Bulmba Rangers, and making Jaboticaba jam. There was One Giant Leap for the Golden
Wattle, with seeds blasting off to the International Space Station.
Minibeasts Wildlife focused on Predators with legs aplenty, centipedes might not be everybody’s favourite insect, but without a doubt we will take them
over invasive electric ants, which continue to be a problem in Kuranda and the focus of activity by the National Electric Ant Eradication Program featured
in this edition. Every local needs to be aware of the electric ants threat, especially when moving earth, buying or swapping plants.
Rainfall this month: 13.5mm
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Below: Chilling on the terraces at the Kuranda Amphitheatre
Bottom: The "One Drop Reggae Band" performing at the
Spring Recovery Day, Kuranda Amphitheatre.
Photos: Greg Hillman, TRACQS Kuranda Photography
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In many ways , you would be forgiven for thinking that we are living in a parallel universe
to most of the world, which is still struggling through the coronavirus pandemic. The sun is
shining, the natural world going about its eternal business: blooming, flowering, seeding. The
days are blue-skyed and the nights tropical. It really is picture-postcard perfect. Of course, we
must not allow ourselves to become complacent, but this is not a bad place to be as we seek to
work out life in the New-Normal.
Marking a welcome milestone in this pandemic odyssey, the Kuranda Amphitheatre was
able to hold its first COVID-Safe event on 10 October. The Spring Recovery Day lived up to its
sunny, positive name. How wonderful to see, and hear, a fantastic line up of local musicians,
in the company of friends, and on a perfect day. Well done to all involved.
Following on from this successful event, the Kuranda Amphitheatre will be holding a
NAIDOC in November event on 14 November (see page 7). This year’s NAIDOC celebrations
had to be moved from their traditional July dates to this month. As with the previous event,
tickets will be limited and COVID-Safe restrictions apply.
Planning is also underway by the Kuranda Traders Association for a good old community
street party in early December. The inaugural Kuranda Twilight Trading event is still in the
planning stages as the nuts and bolts are worked out. See page 9 for details on how you can
register your interest in being involved.
As we approach the end of the year, and if you are thinking of gift-giving, party-giving
or party-going, tackling renovations or cyclone preparations, please support our local
businesses and tradespeople. Every dollar spent locally strengthens our local economy and
our wonderful community.
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Thanks to Mamu artist, Melanie Hava, for allowing us to use a detail from her painting Kookaburra Gathering for our masthead. The Kuranda Spring
Recovery Day, held at the Kuranda Amphitheatre in October, was a joyous affair, on a perfect day. Local musicians were able to entertain again, and there
is hope for more live music events in the near future. Photographer Greg Hillman, of TRACQS Kuranda Photography, captured the mood perfectly.
The cyclone season starts in November. Some might think Kuranda has some kind of forcefield around it, protecting us, for in the main we have been
lucky. Though not so a hundred years ago, when The 1920 Cyclone at Kuranda (cyclones did not have names in those days) damaged or destroyed virtually
every building in the town, even lifting some off their stumps and ‘relocating’ them elsewhere. Local historian, Peter Ryle, brought us that story. A timely
reminder to get in touch with local tradies and tree loppers sooner rather than later.
This was the last edition before the State Government Election and, as usual, we gave each candidate equal space to speak directly to Kuranda voters.
Although voters might feel a bit jaded, often with reason, our story on the Junior Indigenous Youth Parliament and the words of the five Kuranda District
State College students who participated, should give us hope that the future is in good hands, as soon as they are ready to grasp it.
For those who celebrate the holiday season, or even just the end of the year (and WHAT a year, THIS year has been so far) we continued to encourage
shopping and employing local. Every dollar spent locally makes our local economy stronger, and provides jobs for locals.
Rainfall for the month: 30.5mm to 22 November
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book
launch
Celebrating 40 years of quality service in Kuranda 2020

Social distancing in
place. Contact details
will be requested.

Full bar plus tapas style
menu from $6
Bookings essential 4093 8952
FREE ENTRY

‘The Rock’
holds mirror to
Australia’s dark
history
@ Frogs
restaurant,
Kuranda

29 Nov – Honey Tree
6 Dec – Jeanette Wormald Trio
13 Dec – Yazmindi
20 Dec – Dave Cooke
27 Dec – Blue Reed

Cairns-based author and journalist Aaron Smith’s latest book, The Rock, looking into
Australia’s Heart of Darkness from the Edge of its wild frontier, holds up a unique
mirror to Australia and explores the failings of our nation’s character, its unresolved past and
its uncertain future, from the vantage point of its most northerly outpost, Thursday Island.
Aaron was the last editor, fearless journalist and the paperboy of Australia’s most northerly
newspaper, The Torres News, a small independent regional tabloid that, until it folded in late
2019, was the voice of a predominantly Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal readership for
63 years across some of the most remote and little understood communities in Australia.
Aaron will be holding a book launch at Frogs Restaurant in Kuranda at 5pm on Saturday
12 December, see booking details below.
Here the author talks about what inspired him to write the book:

Bookings required
Trip Advisor Certificate of
Contact Sam 0412 256 694 Excellence 2013–2020.
8 years running!

FIRE SEASON
IS HERE
BE FIRE AWARE

“I knew soon after arriving on Thursday Island in the Torres Strait in 2013, that I
wanted to write about it, but like most Australians I knew bugger all about the place,
its people, or its history.
However, I was thrown into the mix quickly and the learning curve was parabolic.
Being the barefoot editor of a newspaper, whose primary readership were Torres Strait
Islanders, gave me a unique insight into their culture,
their struggles and the politics that enveloped them.
Most Islanders don’t bother connecting with you until
you have been there longer than just another ‘two-year
tourist’, like most of the revolving door of bureaucrats
and southern corporate mercenaries.
It was two years afterward, when a community leader
shared with me that Thursday Island was known as
'The Rock'. It was that moment that the book all fell
into place – it was my eureka moment.
The nickname, 'The Rock', was a reference to the
island prison, Alcatraz, which is how many of the
‘two-year tourists’ see the place.
I saw this as a delicious allegory for our isolated
continent of Australia, with its dirty dark history, and
as the third rock from the sun, of planet Earth, in all
its elemental brutality, tenacity and the fragility of
the biosphere’s thin blue line.
It became clear to me I wanted The Rock to be a
mirror of the nation’s failings and of the planet to
see itself in totality – the good, the bad, the very
ugly.
The hardest part of writing The Rock was finishing
it—not the closing chapter, that was written long
before leaving the Torres Strait, after the paper
had folded in 2019—but the ongoing stories that
I had become emotionally invested in.
I was emailing my publisher with last minute
changes up until the day before printing, there
was always just one more detail or development of the continually
unfolding stories of the Torres Strait I wanted to share. And I still share, continuing to
freelance about the region.

See LOCAL
BRIGADE
CONTACTS on
page 35
In an
EMERGENCY
CALL 000
Photo: Baz Child
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I hope the reader stepping into the looking glass of The Rock will gain some of the
insights it gifted me over the seven years I was blessed to delve in this unique, rugged
and beautiful part of the world.”
Aaron Smith is an award-winning journalist and media consultant. His stories appear in
The Guardian, SBS, CNN, The Koori Mail and in the Australian Geographic to name a few.
Aaron has spoken at literary festivals across Australia as well as in New Zealand and the
US. His previous books, the internationally acclaimed, Shanti Bloody Shanti, and Indian
Odyssey were published in four countries, and Chasing El Dorado, a South American
adventure was published in Australia and New Zealand.
Tickets to Aaron’s book launch at Frogs Restaurant, Saturday 12 December
The Rock, looking at Australia’s Heart of Darkness from the edge of its wild frontier, are
available online at Eventbrite:
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/book-launch-of-the-rock-tickets-127151653017

The Christmas Liver
by Sarah Dobbs

Therapeutic Massage and
Ortho-Bionomy with Sheree Scott

- gentle pain-relieving techniques
- more than 15 years’ experience
- 45min session $65; 1hr $80
- anti-inflammatory Kunzea oil
- selected health fund rebates

Sheree Scott
Massage

Ph: 4093 9490 or 0421 102 722

22 Williamson Dr, Kuranda (off Masons Rd)

THAI KAI CAFE
TAKEAWAY OR DINE IN
OPENING HOURS

BYO

Wednesday to Saturday
4 –7.30pm
Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday
**Bookings required for dining**

Phone 4093 8770

The Red House, 24 Coondoo St, Kuranda

bath
shop
bath shop
handmade in Kuranda
soap, bath products,
natural skincare, essential oils,
candles, gifts & more

You may still shop by...
email cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com
tel4/25
0428643117
Shop
Coondoo St

Shop 4/25 Coondoo St
tel 0428643117 ceti.com.au
open Thu–Sun 10am–3pm
open Thurs-Sun 10am-3pm closed 25 Dec
closed 25 Dec

shop
telfacebook
0428 643Ceti
117 bath
ceti.com.au

I put this off last month to write about doing nothing. But the time has come and we need to acknowledge that the silly season
is on our doorstep again. For some very obvious reasons, this year has been tougher than most and many livers are already
groaning at the thought of another drink, another plate of food and yet more stress.
Rather than just ear bash you about drinking too much, eating too much and generally letting your hair down, I want to
explain your liver’s side of things, help you to understand your liver better and maybe, fall in love with your liver…bridge too
far? Ok, I’ll tone it down a bit!
Some trivia about the liver! It filters 2L of blood every minute. The liver performs such amazing life preserving functions
that we cannot live without one. However, we can live with just half of one and that can grow back to full size in just a few
months. I know! Incredible! It’s the only organ that can do this. One catch...the remaining liver must be healthy enough to
do this.
So how does the liver spend it’s time?
Cholesterol: The liver makes and removes cholesterol from the body. That sounds odd I know but here’s the thing—we
do need some cholesterol in the body and the liver is very capable of producing all we need. It’s found in all our cells, it’s needed
to make vitamin D and some hormones as well as bile. If our liver is not feeling the love, it isn’t removing the cholesterol from
the blood stream, which allows it to build up. That’s when your GP will start chatting about ‘risk of heart disease’.
Bile: The liver produces bile which is made of cholesterol. The bile is stored in the gallbladder and shot out at the right
moment of digestion to break down the dietary fats, allowing them to be better digested and metabolised. Not just the rubbish
fats but the good ones we get from oily fish, avocado and extra virgin olive oil too. The bile is then excreted as waste or
recycled. If our liver is distracted with us living ‘the good life’ then it can’t do this quite as well, and instead of using cholesterol
to make bile salts, it may well return them to the blood stream to deal with later. Oooopppsss...
Sugar: The liver is involved in keeping blood sugar levels level. It stores about 24 hours worth of energy in there, ready
for quick release when our levels drop, to make sure the brain gets fed. And the excess? Well, if it’s not used immediately it
shuffles that off as fats to be stored in the body, including around the liver itself.
Detoxification: This is where things get really complicated! But in short, the liver is responsible for detoxifying our
blood of environmental chemicals, drugs, alcohol, heavy metals, hormones and just about anything you can think of. Quite
a job right there! The liver is a total workhorse, but even a workhorse will struggle if you ask too much of it. A backlog of
substances for the liver to deal with can lead to you feeling fatigued, bloated and constipated. You might experience headaches
and hormonal disturbances and generally feel pretty ordinary.
Alcohol: This deserves a special mention. The liver is the primary site for ethanol metabolism. This is because its byproducts are poison to the brain, so the body assigns a very far off organ for the job. It also kills liver cells every time you ask
your lovely liver to metabolise a bevvy. As I said, the liver can regenerate—if the rest of it is healthy. As soon as the liver starts
to metabolise the ethanol, the process interferes with the metabolism of carbohydrates and you quickly go from high sugar
to low sugar leaving you craving food. And generally not a kale, cucumber and pineapple smoothie if you know what I mean.
Which takes us back to the cholesterol issue.
I know I’ve been a total killjoy this month but I hope that you understand your liver a little better. It’s not had an easy life
and it’s a very hard worker! So this silly season show your liver a little love and exercise some moderation.
The information given here is general in nature and not intended as a diagnosis nor should it be taken as such. It is in no
way intended to take the place of advice from your chosen healthcare professional or specialist. If symptoms persist, or you
have further concerns please see your chosen health care provider.
References
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3484320/
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5513682/
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2390860/
www.health.harvard.edu/heart-health/how-its-made-cholesterol-production-in-your-body

Fred and Min’s
lightning visit to
Kuranda
Former longtime residents of Kuranda, Fred Bullman and
Min O’Neill, took the brief window of open borders with
South Australia to return from their bunker on Kangaroo
Island to visit old friends in the 'Deep North' recently.
Affectionately known simply as Fred and Min, they enjoyed
a whirlwind of long lunches, sundowners, home-cooked
dinners and storytelling with old mates across town before
they returned to South Australia, now locked down again
due to COVID-19.
Fred Bullman Photo: Eve Stafford
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Crawford's Corner
It is an honour and a great privilege to continue to represent you as your local State Member
of Parliament and I will keep delivering for our region. A big thank you to all those who voted
for me and to keep the Palaszczuk Labor government leading Queensland. I will be serving
in the new cabinet as Minister for Seniors and Disability Services and will continue on as
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships.
This year has been tough on everyone because of COVID-19. I know many people have
lost their jobs or have been unable to visit family in other states or overseas amidst this
global pandemic. I certainly understand the pandemic has hit hard many small businesses in
Kuranda, given the effect it has had on tourism.
I always enjoy visiting Kuranda and catching up with the locals and small business owners
to check in on how they are going and offer my assistance where possible. I also like to spend
time meeting with environment and wildlife representatives to discuss land conservation and
cassowary protection planning. Feel free to get in touch with my office if you would like to
meet with me next time I am in Kuranda or, of course, you are always welcome to arrange a
meeting at my office.
If you missed it, I am proud to announce I have secured $100,000 as a start to deliver
a Cassowary Conservation Management Plan. Including a commitment to re-assess speed
limits in habitat areas, set up a dedicated liaison team to work with cassowary volunteer
groups to prevent vehicles strikes on the Kuranda Range, and deliver more signage and line
marking to encourage drivers to be cassowary aware.
As you may have noticed, there is currently work happening on the Barron River bridge.
This is because in October 2020 an inspection identified serious structural issues. The bridge
is safe, the lane closure is precautionary while the experts carry out their investigations.
Further action may be required depending on the outcome of the investigations –
please try to be patient during this time. For updates you can call 131 940 or visit
www.qldtraffic.qld.gov.au.
As this is the last Kuranda Paper for the year, I wish you all a safe and Merry Christmas
and all the best for 2021! There has never before been a time like this in our lives and I
hope we get through it stronger and better. I hope to see you at Kuranda Twilight Christmas
Trading on the 10 December! Please support local businesses.
As always, if I can be of assistance please do not hesitate to contact my office via email
barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au or phone 4229 0100.

Craig Crawford – Member for Barron River
Phone – (07) 4229 0100
Email – barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au
Social Media – @CraigCrawfordMP

This is one turkey
NOT destined for the
Christmas dinner
table!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM DIDGE AND
THE KURANDA PAPER
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New Site for Kuranda Cemetery
In November, the Mareeba Shire Council acquired a parcel of land located adjacent to the
existing Kuranda Cemetery, suitable to expand the current cemetery. Mayor Angela Toppin
said it was fortuitous the land became available for purchase, while Council was considering
community feedback regarding the future of the Kuranda Cemetery.
“Council was seeking feedback from the community regarding possible options for a new
Kuranda Cemetery when this site became available,” Cr Toppin said.
“We are very fortunate that this opportunity became available in very close proximity to
the current site.”
“It is a wonderful outcome for the residents in Kuranda and surrounding areas,” Cr
Toppin said.
Due to the size of the property, options exist to subdivide out sections of the property not
required for cemetery purposes and make available for sale to the public. Council will now
submit a development application for the material change of use and reconfiguration of the
property.
Mareeba Crocodile Survey Findings
A report tabled at Council meeting on 18 November confirmed, that at this point in time,
there were no saltwater crocodiles found in the Barron River from the bridge on Henry
Hannam Drive at Mareeba to the Barron Falls at Kuranda.
Mayor Angela Toppin said Council contracted Top End Crocodile Service to conduct two
surveys of local waterways following inuendo of crocodile sightings.
A survey of the Barron River conducted in August this year found small, isolated pockets
of freshwater crocodiles inhabited the targeted section of the Barron River, but concluded
that there was no evidence of saltwater crocodiles.
The survey also identified a small population of freshwater crocodiles was found in the
Barron River and the Tinaroo Creek weir. The report suggests that while it is a breeding
population, survival rates of eggs and hatchlings would be incredibly low.
An earlier survey conducted by TECS along Two Mile Creek and Lake Mitchell established
the presence of saltwater crocodiles within that waterway system. Mayor Angela Toppin said
Council would continue to advocate for the removal of the saltwater reptiles found in the
Two-Mile Creek and Lake Mitchell areas.
“It is concerning that there are saltwater crocodiles in the Two-Mile Creek and Lake
Mitchell areas and Council will continue to lobby the relevant government departments to
take appropriate action to remove these animals,” Cr Toppin said.
“They are not naturally found here and should be removed. “The State Government needs
to move quickly before the reptiles mature and start reproducing,” Cr Toppin said.
Donations to Mayor’s Christmas Appeal Open
Each year, the Mayor’s Christmas Appeal plays a vital role to support those in need across the
Mareeba Shire during the festive season. Mareeba Shire Mayor Angela Toppin is encouraging
residents to get behind the annual cause and donate to the appeal to assist local families.
“This year has been an incredibly difficult year for many,” Cr Toppin said.
“I urge residents, if they can, to please donate to the Mayor’s Christmas Appeal to help
those who need a little extra help this year."
Cash donations can be made at Mareeba Shire Council Customer Service Centres at
Mareeba and Kuranda or online via EFT.
All funds will be donated to local community groups before Christmas to assist local
families.
DONATE NOW: Donations to the Mayor’s Christmas Appeal can be made at Council’s
Service Centres in Mareeba and Kuranda. People can also send their donation by cheque to
Mayor’s Christmas Appeal, PO Box 154, Mareeba 4880. Make the cheque payable to MSC
Mayor’s Christmas Appeal. Donations will also be accepted via online direct debit.
Mayor’s Appeal Gift Fund
BSB: 084-512
Account: 74-152-3490

LOCAL BUSINESS PROFILE
JONES TILING
As part of an ongoing series profiling our local advertisers, The Kuranda Paper asked
Lindsay Jones about how his local business began and how he's found the past few months.

How long have you been in business in Kuranda?
Jones Tiling has been in Kuranda since 1994, servicing the Kuranda district, Tablelands and
Cairns.
How did you come to be in Kuranda?
I was living in Cairns when my partner Debbie went to what was known back then as the
Koah Playground for a weekend workshop. As we had recently lived on acreage in Adelaide,
and then cOme back to live in Parramatta Park, we found the suburbs challenging. We saw an
advertisement in the Cairns Post for a yurt for rent in Speewah. Debbie popped in on her way
to Koah—not having a clue where it was—and we have been here ever since.

We

How did you come to name your business and what was your vision?
I have been tiling since 1979, learning my trade on the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria
before coming to North Queensland. In the early 80s when the north was booming, I spent
a lot of time working on resorts in the Whitsundays, and in Port Douglas during the days of
Christopher Skase and The Marina Mirage.

E
LOV

What do you enjoy about
running your Kuranda
business?
I enjoy living and working
in a small community. It’s
always nice to have a job
close to home.

Ku r anda

L•

• BU Y LOCA

Lindsay with his new beaut ute. Photo: supplied

How have you found the
challenge of COVID-19
and what are you doing
differently?
This year has been busy for
me, with people perhaps
staying home more and not
travelling—it has been a
time for home renovations.

Vicki’s
Alterations
and
New Creations
WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.
Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland
Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

• Over 30 years’ experience
• No project too big
or too small
• Reasonable
rates

0400 791 345 or 4093 8976

• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

Call Tony

0432 773 351

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

Kuranda Visitor Information Centre
celebrates 20 years!

L-R: Catherine Harvey, Cr Mary Graham, Volunteer Mariè Boswarva (20 years)
and Mayor Angela Toppin. Photo: Mareeba Shire Council)

The Kuranda Visitor Information Centre has become a central hub for those visiting Kuranda.
"The Centre provides essential visitor information services for tourists exploring 'the Village
in the rainforest' and Council is very proud of the high level of customer service the staff and
volunteers maintain," Mareeba Shire Council Mayor, Angela Toppin said.
Over the past 20 years, the Kuranda Visitor Information Centre has been the recipient of
many industry awards, including a Bronze and Silver award for Visitor Information services
at the Queensland Awards.
The opening of the original Kuranda Visitor Information Centre on 22 May 2000, by then
State Minister for Tourism, Merri Rose, was a vital step in Mareeba Shire's revitalisation
programme for Kuranda Village.
Originally planned as part of the 'main street programme' and financed by the Kuranda
Tourism Infrastrucure levy, the original Kuranda Visitor Information Centre's completion
came at an exciting point for the Village. Long-term planning, consultation with the
community and marketing meant that at a time when North Queensland was experiencing
increasing competition worldwide, the Village could be united and confident in its future.
The new Visitor Information Centre was completed in August 2014 and has lifted the
service level for visitors with a Wet Tropics interpretive corner, a tour desk, live insect
displays, local art and books for sale.
Mayor Angela Toppin said the volunteers were the backbone of the Information Centre. "I
thank the enthusiastic team of volunteers who have consistently supported the Centre, with
many still active for nearly the whole time it has been open."
The 20th celebrations were attended by the Mayor, councillors, staff and volunteers
where long service badges were also awarded to volunteers.

4093 8222

info@kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
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Arts and Cultural Tourism

The ARTS and CULTURAL tourist is changing the face of tourism.
These visitors are seeking something different; they want to get behind the real destination
and find out what makes the place tick. They want to dig deeper and art and cultural
experiences are often the method they use to understand more about a place and its people.
Creative tourism has existed since tourism began, but has only recently been given its
own name.
‘Creative or arts tourism’ is defined as “learning a skill on holiday that is part of the culture
of the country or community being visited. Creative tourists develop their creative potential,
and get closer to local people, through informal participation in interactive workshops and
learning experiences that draw on the culture of their holiday destinations”.
They can be classified as ‘interactive travellers’.
These are visitors who want to see artworks being made and take home with them objects
which represent the increased understanding that has been part of their holiday. They want
to sculpt, paint, assist in a propagation nursery, plant trees, watch birds, help with animals,
find boutique bookshops, or make a bottle of wine.
They are seen as the ideal visitors. They value new experiences, especially those that involve
nature, social and cultural environments. They prefer authentic products and experiences.
They enjoy outdoor activities and are health-conscious. In Kuranda in particular, these
visitors are likely to stay in a B&B or self-contained accommodation with local character; local
art on the walls, a local person running the place, fresh local food on the table at breakfast
time and local reading material about the area.
These travellers should be able to access online the cultural activities to suit their interests.
Strange as it may seem to some of the tourism promoters, many visitors do not want to go to
the beach, visit the reef, go crocodile spotting or “shop till they drop”.
Travel consultants should be liaising with arts and cultural organisations and creating
a package of experiences ranging from hands-on weaving or painting workshops to a fully
hosted tour of the region’s art studios, wineries and restaurants, and environmental and
conservation organisations such as Envirocare, Kuranda Conservation or Mareeba Wetlands.
Kuranda indeed encapsulates much of what the interactive and arts cultural tourist is
seeking. But, unfortunately, Kuranda, and much of the Tablelands, are still advertised and
promoted by the big players as a one-day destination.
Often visitors to the Kuranda Arts Co-operative Gallery tell us that at last having found
an oasis of handmade local products, they do not have the luxury of time when they suddenly
come across something in the village of particular and personal interest. They are hurried
back onto the Skyrail, the train or their tour bus. Their timetables and deadlines must be met
and they leave the village with a disappointment.
Every business that interacts with visitors in our region should strive to offer tempting
and motivating reasons to visit Kuranda and the Atherton Tablelands and stay longer. Our
breathtaking landscape, our diverse population, from the artistic to the gourmet, experiences
delivered in a truly authentic and truly Tableland’s way will satisfy the discerning visitor …
and bring them back for more of the same.
Interactive workshops and creative experiences should be included in travel itineraries.
Bookings could be made directly with the tutors or businesses. Include, take part and enjoy
the best of Kuranda‘s and the Tableland’s creativity.
The Kuranda Arts Co-operative encourages creative opportunities aiming at nurturing
greater access and participation in the artistic and cultural expression of its community.

When the death knell sounded in Mareeba and surrounds for the tobacco industry, people
thought it would be the end of the Tablelands but it wasn’t. New crops emerged. The challenge
is to make boutique production viable and to encourage harmony between the commercial
operator and the lifestylers.
Creative people have realised that this is a great place to live, and many have settled in
rural areas nearby.
We want all our travellers to have a positive impact. By carefully choosing where to spend
a vacation budget, many overseas tourists want to support countries which are working to
maintain strong environmental, social, and in many cases, human rights. The real voyage of
discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.
Workshops are fun, informal and hands-on. The participants could enjoy spending time
with tutors, either at their homes or workplaces, while picking up a new skill and creating
their own handcrafted souvenir. They don’t want to purchase an article which bears a label
‘Made in China’. In fact, in many instances these should not be offered to our visitors. Many
of the workshops could be family friendly.
I believe Creative and Arts Tourism is a more sustainable form of tourism that can benefit
the community in which it is based, provide a new income source for arts and cultural tutors,
businesses, and inspire visitors. As tutors or businesses interact on a genuine and personal
level with visitors, a true cross-cultural understanding can take place.
Arts Tourists will be attracted by our destination’s mix of creative energy and natural
beauty. Much research is being undertaken to develop new insights into the motivations and
behaviour of visitors to cultural attractions.
In Hong Kong for instance, the Cultural Kaleidoscope program created by the Hong Kong
Tourism Board is a special opportunity to truly appreciate Hong Kong’s culture and take part
in everyday life.
In Georgia, there is an opportunity for those who wish to learn about Georgia’s cultural
heritage and traditional craft. MARVELLOUS TOURS TO GEORGIA offers the attendance
at master classes in various regions of the country. Classes with local artisans include
embroidery, kilim and rug weaving, knitting, natural dyes, felt making, folk dances and
songs, winemaking and cloisonné enamel making.
In Korea, from the moment you step into their homes, a cultural tourist will become a
traditional Korean.
Spain offers exclusive wine, food and cultural tours for travellers who are keen to discover
the sensational wines, diverse cuisine and rich culture of Spain in style and comfort.
And then there are Batik courses (and watermelon carving I have been told) in Bali.
I was pleased to read in a RACQ magazine, an advertisement for a six-day travel package
called Red Centre Adventure. Amongst the features included was a “free DOT Painting
workshop”.
Art should be in a place of energy rather than always in a silent place of contemplation in
galleries.
Art is for the living; it should be discussed, debated, shared and celebrated.
Toni Rogers • toni@cantatastudio.com

Toni Rogers is a practising artist in her Cantata Studio, Publicity Officer for the Kuranda Arts Cooperative, on the production team for The Kuranda Paper, a motivational speaker, freelance speech
writer and freelance proofreader.

Koah Automotive
• Safety Certificates on cars, trucks,
trailers and motorcycles
We Stock & Sell Batteries for:

• Airconditioning repairs and servicing

●Automotive – All Makes,
All Models & Motorcycles
●Generators
●Deep Cycle
●Solar
●Dual Battery Systems

• General mechanical repairs

Email us to book your car in
bumblebeemotors@bigpond.com

• EFI diagnostics and servicing

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept
Zip Pay

Competitive
p
all Mechanic ricing on
al Services
Tyres at a pri
ce you can a
fford
Wheel alignm
ents
Servicing of
all makes an
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Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235
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• Log book servicing

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

• LPG installation & repairs
We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
Automotive – All Makes, All Models
and Motorcycles
Generators • Deep Cycle
Solar • Dual Battery Systems

We now accept
Zip Pay

Koah Automotive

Phone 4093 7993
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881
Fax 4093 7993

Operated by
Koah Automotive

20 Coondoo Street, Kuranda • 4093 9026

www.kurandaartscoop.com
Gallery Opening Hours
Open 7 days a week from 10am–4pm from 1 December.
Closed on Christmas Day.
Kuranda Twilight Trading night
Thursday 10 December 4-8pm

Next time you go to an art gallery stand on the opposite
side of the room to look at the paintings! I think you'll soon
agree that the ones that appeal to you the most are the ones
that attract your attention and arouse your curiosity from a
distance.” Ron Clark, watercolourist, Kuranda Arts Co-op
A very warm welcome to new member Lisa Capon
A move from the dry Eucalypt forests of the Adelaide Hills
brought jewellery artist Lisa Capon to The Far North’s
tropical rainforest. Arts Co-op members welcome Lisa and
her artwork to the gallery.
Lisa’s jewellery is all handcrafted using traditional
jewellery-making tools to produce beautiful, timeless pieces.
In particular, Lisa is currently using titanium and loving it.
She says it is perfect for earrings as it is so light, but really
strong, durable and hypoallergenic.
Lisa’s personal designs reflect the effects of time and the
mechanical and chemical processes on the visual character
of metal. They trigger, in the making, precious moments in
her life: memories, emotions, love, human relationships and
relationships with place.

Far North Studio jewellery

The Management Committee and the members
of the Kuranda Arts Co-op extend thanks and
seasonal wishes to our community and supporters.
We have survived 2020 with your help.
We wish you the very best for the Festive season
and a creative 2021

The Old Barn by Ron Clark

An Effective 10 Metre View
“Some years ago, I attended a workshop given by a very
successful Australian artist who very happily shared his
secrets. His single most important piece of advice was to
always paint an effective 10 metre view. By this he meant
that what makes a painting successful, especially nowadays,
is seen by viewing it from 10 metres away. Those aesthetically
pleasing shapes that create a strong effective composition
must be clearly visible from 10 metres, no less.
In modern art, detailed subject matter is not a prerequisite for a successful painting. In fact, the average
viewer prefers to get involved with the artwork and use their
own imagination to add their own detail.
What's important for the artist to remain aware of while
working up close at the easel, is that shapes, lights and
darks, should be simplified, strengthened, moved, modified
or removed, with the prime intention of developing 'an
effective 10 metre view'. During the painting process, the
artist should walk back many times and view their progress
from a distance.

Lisa Capon sawing titanium

Glass Workshop
Kate Prynne’s first glass workshop in Kuranda will be held on
Saturday 28 November.
If you are wishing to join in on this day or attend a
future glass workshop, please contact Kate on 0400 517 949.
Beginners are most welcome.

The Focus on Kuranda
Photography Group
is a Facebook group for
photographers of all levels.
Photos featured here have
received the most 'likes' for
the previous month (at the
time of going to print).

• Custom framing available!
• New animal collection display
• Discount on selected items!
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"Morning visitor (Sugar Glider)" by Rosalie Rusch
(15 November 2020)
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Emergency Advice from Kuranda SES
From storms and floods, cyclones and bushfires, Queensland gets more than its fair share of
disasters and it’s not a case of if they occur, but when. We have put together this guide for
things you should be preparing and organising now so you and your family are ready for when
the worst happens.
Most of the following information has been taken from the Queensland Government’s
‘Get Ready Queensland’ website which can be found at www.getready.qld.gov.au. It is well
worth reading through and understanding how you fully prepare yourself and your family.
Prepare an Emergency Evacuation Plan
This isn’t just about thinking something and forgetting it, or writing it down and leaving it in
a drawer. Constantly read and learn it. Divide the tasks between all of the family members so
they all have something to do.
If you need to evacuate your home, go through the checklist below, making sure you can
answer yes to all of the following before you leave:
• Has official advice been given to evacuate? This could come from a knock at
the door (uniformed police, fire or SES), from TV and radio reports, or even social
media
• Do you know where you are evacuating to? Remember, evacuation centres will
only open when they need to and space will go to those more vulnerable members
of the community first. Ideally, you should try to go and stay with friends or family,
using an evacuation centre as a last resort.
• Do you know the preferred route for evacuation? Roads will be busy with
other traffic leaving the area. Take plenty of time and drive with care and attention
understanding that others may be panicking
• Does your vehicle have enough fuel to get to your evacuation point? It is
always worthwhile making sure your tank is full
• Have you turned off your power, gas and water to your home? Find out how
to do this now so it will be easier when you have to
• Are your pets safe and secure? You are not allowed to take pets into an
evacuation centre so make sure they have food and water, and that they can’t get out
of the house
• Have you secured and locked the house? Including windows and screen doors
• Have you got your grab-and-go evacuation kits? See further on about what
should be in here
• Final Check: Have you packed all essential medication for all household members?
• Final Check: Have you packed hard copies, or are you able to access the Cloud, to
get access to all of your important documentation (remember that phone lines may be
down for a number of days following an event)?
• Have you checked your neighbours? They may not know about the evacuation,
or are struggling to get organised themselves. Spend a few minutes making sure they
are ok and able to evacuate themselves
Packing Your Emergency Kit for Staying at Home
You may not be able
to leave your home for an
extended period of time
after a disaster strikes.
Shops may be closed and the
roads themselves may not be
passable. Ideally, you should
be preparing for 3 days of
isolation.
We have listed the
essential items you should
pack in your kit below. You
can add to it as you see
fit to make sure you have
everything you and your
family will need. Your kit
should be placed inside a
sturdy waterproof container
where every member of the
family can access it (apart
from young children).
• First Aid Kit: Make
sure it is properly
equipped, that all
contents are within
their use by dates.
Include a first aid
manual
to
help
understand how to
use it
• Water for 3 Days: Pack 10 Litres of drinking water per person at a minimum. You
will need more if you will use some for brushing teeth, washing hands, cooking, etc
• Torch: You may lose power for an extended amount of time
• Non-Perishable Food: Make a 3 day menu plan for your household, making sure
that the food you pack can’t go bad (cans are ideal as they cannot be damaged by water
or rodents)
• Can Opener: One of the more important things in the kit, but easily forgettable
• Important Documents: If you have print outs, keep these inside waterproof folders.
Try to scan them to a USB drive or upload to the Cloud as backup. These will include
your passports, driving licences, home insurance documents, etc
• Mobile Phone and Portable Charger: Keep the power pack full. Also include a
spare charging cable
• Battery Operated Radio: If you lose power and internet, tune into your local news
stations for any updates or further warnings
• Spare Batteries: Make sure you have enough spare batteries to last all 3 days and the
sizes required for all of your essential electrical items
• Essential Toiletries: Include toilet paper, toothpaste and brushes, soap, personal
hygiene products, insect repellant and sunscreen
• Hand Sanitiser and Face Masks: Ensure you have enough for each member of the
household
• Tissues and Wipes: Again, make sure you have enough for each person in the house
• Sturdy Gloves: You may have to clear debris away from the house. A pair of strong
gloves will reduce the risk of injuries. Get some for each member of the household
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The above list includes the basic items you will need within your emergency kit as a bare
minimum. You should add to it depending on your and your household’s circumstances.
Additional items you may wish to include are: rubbish bags, pet supplies, spare clothes,
tarpaulins and ropes, additional formula and nappies for infants, cooking and eating utensils,
barbecue or portable stove, spare bedding, essential medication, spare cash and changes of
clothes.
Packing Your Emergency Kit for Evacuating
Sometimes, it may not
be possible to stay at home
because it will be unsafe for
you and your family to do so.
In addition to the emergency
kit above, you should
also pack an emergency
evacuation kit for each
member of the family.
These kits are much
smaller and should be placed
inside a rucksack or duffle
bag which you can easily
grab and go. Again, make
sure every member of the
household know where these
are, and check the contents
regularly.
• First Aid Kit: Make sure it is properly equipped, that all contents are within their use
by dates. Include a first aid manual to help understand how to use it
• Drinking Water for 3 Days: Pack 10 Litres of drinking water per person at a
minimum (smaller bottles may be more ideal here, especially if you are not taking cups
with you)
• Torch: Electricity may not be available where you are going
• Non-Perishable Snacks: Take enough with you to curb hunger until you get to
where you are going
• Important Documents: You should also keep copies of the same important
documents as you do in your emergency kit above
• Mobile Phone and Portable Charger: Keep the charger full. Also include a spare
charging cable, or one you can use to charge your phone from the car
• Battery Operated Radio: If you lose power and internet, tune into your local news
station for any updates or further warnings
• Spare Batteries: Make sure you have enough spare batteries to last all 3 days and for
all of your essential electrical items
• Essential Toiletries: Include toilet paper, toothpaste and brushes, soap, personal
hygiene products, insect repellant and sunscreen
• Hand Sanitiser and Face Masks: Ensure you have enough for each member of the
household
• Tissues and Wipes: Again, make sure you have enough for each person in the house
• Sturdy Gloves: These will help prevent injury and infection if you have to clear any
debris
• Medication: Take any important medication for all family members, including
prescribed medicines, medic-alert bracelets or necklaces, dosage measures, syringes,
Epipens and batteries for hearing aids
• Infant Supplies: Baby formula (keep checking the use by dates and rotate when
necessary), nappies, wipes, etc
• Spare Clothing: The recommended items include long sleeved shirts, long pants,
hats and sturdy footwear
• Bedding: Pillows and sleeping bags for each member of the household
• Books and Games: Kids get bored easily so take enough to keep them occupied
• Valuables: Make a list beforehand of what items you would take with you as thinking
clearly under stress sometimes isn’t possible
• Spare Cash: EFTPOS will not be available during power cuts so ensure you have
enough cash with you
Remember to have the above packed and ready to go at a moment’s notice. Make sure
everybody in the house knows where the kits are and how to get to them quickly.
If you have children, why not make a game of it? See who can get their kits and be ready
at the door first? Make sure they understand how important it is that they know what they
need to do, but never make it scary. Turn it into an adventure for them, instead of giving them
nightmares or having them freeze up with fear when they need to act.
Keep Informed
It is vitally important that you keep informed about what is happening around you.
Sometimes, it won’t be possible for the police, fire or SES to knock your door with warnings
or evacuation notices. Therefore, we provide the following locations of where to keep yourself
updated:
Mareeba Shire Council Emergency Management Dashboard –
www.emergency.msc.gov.au
Cairns Disaster Dashboard – www.disaster.cairns.qld.gov.au
Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) – www.bom.gov.au – also download the app from the
App Store or Google Play
Early Warning Network – Free Weather Warnings – www.ewn.com.au
Social Media – Search for, and follow, the following accounts to be kept up to date:
Queensland Police Service
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services – QFES
Your local authority (Mareeba Shire Council, Cairns City Council, Tablelands Regional
Council, etc)
EWN Alerts – Queensland
Some other useful numbers:
Police, Fire and Ambulance – 000
Flood & Storm Emergency Assistance (SES) – 13 25 00
Poisons Information – 13 11 26
13HEALTH – 13 432 584
Ergon Energy – 13 16 20
Policelink (General Enquiries) – 13 14 44
Road Traffic & Travel Information – 13 19 40
Lifeline – 13 11 14
Marine Rescue Queensland – 1800 073 7283
Tsunami Warning – 1800 878 6264
Translating & Interpreting Service (24/7) – 13 74 68
National Relay Service – 13 67 77

A busy month for
Kuranda SES
It has been a busy month for the Kuranda SES. Our members have put in over 110 hours of
training to ensure we are all up to date in the relevant skills so we are able to react to any
event which may affect our community. We have refreshed our basic skills – knots, tarping
roofs, using ladders and working at heights, land search, casualty handling and using our
radios. We also undertook a mock reconnaissance exercise in town to see how we could react
to various events in the area.
All of those hours spent training weren’t in vain. On Monday 2 November, we were called
out to a property where a tree had fallen and blocked a driveway. We got ourselves organised
and were on site for around 9pm. Our training and confidence working with each other meant
we could chainsaw the tree, winch the larger pieces out of the way and ensure the homeowner
could get to work in the morning. We completed the task within two hours which was a good
job – we were all working ourselves the following morning.
On Saturday 24 October, we were lucky to meet a lot of our neighbours outside
FoodWorks. We’d like to take this opportunity to thank the FoodWorks team for all of their
support throughout the year, and for allowing us to set up our table outside the main door. We
were there to pass out information on how to prepare homes for the storm season. We were
extremely pleased to see so many of you already had things underway, getting all of those odd
jobs done around the house and garden, and were more than ready for the onslaught of a bad
wet season.
Remember, the SES is here to help out in times of need, but we may be required to leave
our own damaged homes, families and places of work to assist, with the priority being the
most vulnerable members of our community. We ask you to be proactive now ahead of our
wet season and ensure you clear your gutters, trim back overhanging branches and have a
plan to secure loose garden furniture and tools. These steps are proven to reduce the effects of
severe weather on your home, time well spent to protect your family and property. The more
prepared and resilient our community is, the more it will make sure we can return to a safe
state as soon as possible. More information is available by searching GET READY, including
what you should consider for your emergency and evacuation kits.
Outside of Kuranda, our members continue to work with Queensland Police Service
to assist with numerous activities in relation to COVID-19 and will continue to respond to
requests for assistance.

Get ready now for Queensland’s Summer storm season
With predictions of La Niña bringing with it a wet, stormy summer with increased chances
of cyclones, Legal Aid Queensland is encouraging people living in high risk areas to get
organised before any potential disasters strike.
Legal Aid Queensland provides free legal help for people who are affected by natural
disasters.
Legal Aid Queensland’s consumer advocate, Paul Holmes, said there are several things
people can do now to lessen any post-natural disaster red-tape pain.
“Firstly, we’d suggest you check your insurance is fully paid and kept up to date – this
includes your car, home and contents insurance,” he said. “Even if you don’t think you have
anything worth insuring, the cost to replace everything is far greater than many people expect.
“We encourage everyone to have a good look at their insurance, check what you are
covered for, and whether it also covers you for extreme weather events such as severe hail
damage, cyclones, flooding or fires.
“If you’re considering transferring to cheaper insurance, make sure the cover is at least as

Photo: Some of the local SES group, Mike, Connor, Paul, John and Marc from the Kuranda
SES out meeting members of the community at Kuranda FoodWorks

We are delighted to welcome two new members to the group and one who is transferring
in from a group down south. As soon as their applications have been processed and approved,
we’ll get them straight onto the basic training and have them ready to join us on operations
as soon as their probationary periods are over.
As for the fast-approaching wet season, most of us are aware that this year will be
dominated by the La Niña weather system. This means a longer season with higher amounts
of rainfall and the likelihood of more cyclones. Rest assured, your local SES will continue
training, preparing and maintaining our equipment, to ensure we are ready whenever you
need us.
From all of us here at the Kuranda SES, we hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and
a safe and prosperous new year.
How to get in touch with us:
To request assistance call 132 500 (in emergencies where life is at risk, always call 000)
You can also download the 132 500 QSES Assistance app from iTunes or Google Play
To ask about joining us and how to become a member, contact John on 0407 144 213

good, if not better, than what you’ve currently got.”
Mr Holmes said anyone who has moved over the last year should check their insurer has
their updated address and contact details.
“When it comes to dealing with your insurer or potential insurer, no question is a silly
one – make sure you ask lots of questions if you’re unsure about anything – and keep asking
questions until you have your answer,” he said.
Mr Holmes said his final tip for people living in high risk areas is to gather all important
documents together, like passports, birth certificates and insurance policies, to ensure they
can be collected quickly and easily if they must leave in an emergency.
“Whether you’re trying to navigate insurance claims, or you’re getting your life back
together after a disaster, it can be downright painful without the right paperwork, so making
sure you have copies of all this basic information will go a long way to reducing your stress
during a potentially traumatic time.”
For free natural disaster legal information and advice call 1300 527 700 or visit
www.legalaid.qld.gov.au/Natural-disaster-legal-help.
Source: Legal Aid Queensland

Laurence Capocchi

Your local guy looking after your TV problems

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations
• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets
• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

All wit
h
friend a
l
smile! y

ALL CONCRETE WORKS

• Domestic & Commercial
• Driveways & Slabs
Servicing Kuranda, Cairns and Tableland
since 1991
FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE BRETT
Ph: 4093 9528
6 Butler Drive, Kuranda

0402 537 952

Antenna Guy
Laurence
laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com

0408 187 995
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BRINGING HOME KARATE GOLD (SILVER AND BRONZE)

youth link
news
Creating contemporary career & theatre pathways
for Kuranda’s youth

@ Youth Link Kuranda venue
FEBRUARY – 2, 9, 16, 23
MARCH – 2, 9,16, 23, 30
APRIL – 20, 27
MAY – 4 (showcase day)

fridays

tuesdays

The future is looking bright for Kuranda’s young creatives with news that a series of intensive
acting and writing workshops will be offered in the new year thanks to a partnership between
JUTE Theatre Company, Youth Link Kuranda, Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre and TRACQS.
With a focus on developing skills and career opportunities for Kuranda’s young adults, the
workshop series will be open to participants aged between 18 and 25 years of age.
According to a Kuranda Youth Link spokesperson, the talent in Kuranda’s young people
has not escaped notice.
“We have witnessed some amazing creativity through the film clips, music and art our
young people have produced from the many different workshops we have run out of Youth
Link.
“We saw a need for this talent to be recognised and the strengths of the youth to be
celebrated so when the opportunity arose to work with JUTE Theatre Company we were
quick to jump at the chance to join forces.
“As a community it is up to us to give our young people the best possible opportunities
we can by spreading the word and encouraging everyone in this 18 to 25 age bracket to get
involved. This is a wonderful opportunity for Kuranda.”
Always looking to the future and developing ways of sharing its platform and diverse skills
base, JUTE Theatre Company’s Artistic Director and CEO, Suellen Maunder said she felt the
workshops are the first in a series of steps that could lead to a bigger picture, with a long term
plan of establishing Kuranda’s own youth theatre company.
Isaac Drandic, Indigenous Director, Actor, Playwright and facilitator, will be one of the
facilitators bringing his wealth of knowledge to Kuranda’s young people.
It is anticipated that Youth Link youth workers will be working alongside Mr Drandic and
the team from JUTE Theatre Company to encourage and support the participants through
their time in the workshops.
“We are all committed to the common goal of empowering Kuranda’s youth with skills
that lead to a career in all facets of contemporary theatre from front-of-house to marketing,”
said Ms Maunder.
This program is funded by Arts Queensland through its Youth & Arts Pathways program
to upskill young people towards gaining employment.
If you are interested in participating in the Kuranda Youth Arts Program and you are aged
from 18 to 25 years old. Please apply. Places are limited.

Please contact Lara Baker at Youth Link
lara@youthlink.org.au
4093 7172
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@ venue to be confirmed
FEBRUARY – 5, 12, 19, 26
MARCH – 5, 12, 19, 26
EASTER & SCHOOL HOLS
BREAK
APRIL – 23, 30

Local karate instructors Chris and Dianne Long have returned victorious from the Queensland
Karate Championships, held in Brisbane on 14 and 15 November. Their dojo, Fudoshin
Shitory, is based in Cairns with limited numbers training at their Kuranda family home dojo
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Plans to take a sixteen-member team to the State Titles in March this year were initially
shattered with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. It didn't look good for karate but
Queensland Karate, the official government sanctioned and subsidised sporting body, forged
ahead and to their credit hosted a late event. Nine students attended from the dojo to compete
against some of the strongest dojos in the State.
Chief Instructor and dojo owner Chris Long said, "We went down with a smaller group
but had a very experienced team, there was some real talent on board. This was reflected in
our results: a total of 22 medals, 12 Gold, 5 Silver and 5 Bronze. Not bad for nine competitors.
Most of our preparation was done on our acreage property, right here in Kuranda.”
“Some of these members will go on to contest the 2021 National Titles and some may
compete overseas when that is possible again. We are an extremely well connected club
with strong affiliations interstate and in Japan. We are also the regional representatives for
Queensland Karate Association which is the doorway to National, International and Olympic
level karate. I am training about a dozen local Kuranda kids in traditional Japanese Karate, I
am keen to see one compete at State level."
Enquiries Chris Long 0437 485 600.

L-R: Mikoto, Coco and Katelyn with former Australian
Champion and Kuranda resident, Dianne Long.
Right: 10 year old Saya Jino contested four events for
two gold and two silver medals. She is almost certain to
qualify to contest the Australian Titles.
Below: The Fudoshin Shitoryu team.

Kuranda District
State College
Above: Mr Hooper reading the Year 12s a story at
the Awards Ceremony.
Top right: 2020 KDSC Awards Ceremony held at the
school on 18 November. Photos: Ruth Moxon

Prep 2021 - Give your child a great start!

SCHOOL'S OUT
in a year
we'll never forget!
Well done students, staff
and parents
As the year comes to an end, the P&C team would like to say thank you to all of the volunteers
who have given their time to help throughout the year. Whether you are the sausage sizzle
cooks, the classroom readers, the brekky boost helpers, or cupcake bakers, your efforts are
greatly appreciated.
We would also like to offer our congratulations to all of the students who have excelled
through all of the ups and downs of this year, to the teachers for all of the extra hours they put
into preparing online schooling (as well as still teaching in person to those that were there), to
all of the staff who put in the extra effort to keep the school open and safe. We have all heard
the saying "it takes a village to raise a child", and this year has been an excellent example of
how our village has come together for the benefit of the kids.
We have such an incredible group of kids in our school who are kind and smart, diverse
and varied, and have the world at their feet—and all within a community that is so very
special. As a P&C, we love that we are helping and making a difference. As parents, all we
want is to make sure our kids are getting the education and experiences they deserve. Just
because we are not a big school in the city, does not mean they deserve any less, and the P&C
committee will keep helping in any small way we can to help make this happen.
Lastly, a big congratulations to all of our graduating Year 12 students, you made it!
We wish you all the best of luck with your future goals, and thank you once again for the
commitment and effort in your education journey—and for being great role models for the
younger generations of our community.
Merry Christmas to everyone. We wish you a safe an happy Christmas holidays and look
forward to seeing you all in 2021!
Kristy Madden, KDSC P&C President

2021
Now accepting Pre
r
o
f
s
p Enrolme
nts from all area
Enrolling your child at KDSC ensures your child will receive:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Welcoming and friendly staff and students
Highly dedicated and experienced teachers
Caring relationships
High standards for learning
Enjoyable and caring learning environments
Literacy and numeracy skills for lifelong learning
Individualised monitoring for each child’s success
Australian Curriculum taught and accessed
Innovative and engaging learning programs
Teacher aides in Prep classrooms
Access to specialist programs
Foundation Learning Programs
Access to fully accredited Outside of Hours School Care services
Celebratory events throughout the year… and much more!

Innovative
inclusive
education

Please contact the school office to collect an enrolment pack and arrange an interview.
Phone : (07) 4085 5333 Email: principal@kurandadistrictsc.eq.edu.au
/KurandaDSC Web: https://kurandadistrictsc.eq.edu.au
260 Myola Road, Kuranda QLD 4881
Outside Hours School Care (OSHC): kurandaOSHC@gmail.com

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT: BOOK NOW FOR
QUEENSLAND NATIONAL PARKS
The popularity of Queensland national parks is at record levels, and anyone considering
camping during the upcoming Christmas school holidays is advised to book early to be
assured of a spot to pitch their tent.
In the three months since June, 513,000 camping nights were booked in our national
parks, an increase of 128,000 over the same time last year. Cairns Ranger Tayce Cook said
many camping areas in Cairns as well as many other areas across the state, are nearing
capacity over the Christmas/New Year holidays.
“Some of our most popular camping areas are filling up quickly so the best advice we can
give is to book now to avoid disappointment,” Ranger Cook said. “Queensland is one of the
most naturally diverse places in the world, with 1050 national parks, marine parks, state
forests and other protected areas. From lush rainforests, to sparse deserts, and everything in
between, Queensland’s protected areas are internationally renowned.”
“Family holidays are the chance to Think Outside and do something different. Camping
in our parks and forests is a bargain at $6.65 per person per night. If you enjoy sea views,
listening to the sounds of the rainforest, or gazing at the stars, camping is the way to go. The
best way to experience our beautiful landscapes and see native wildlife is to pitch a tent, roll
out a swag or pop up a trailer.”
More top ideas for summer are on the Think Outside (Queensland Outdoor Recreation
Federation) website (www.qorf.org). It has everything you need to know, need to take, and
helpful tips to have the best possible time in our parks and forests.
The Department of Environment and Science encourages all Queenslanders to check
the park alerts website before leaving home to ensure they are equipped with up-to-date
information. Visit www.parks.des.qld.gov.au/park-alerts
Source: Department of Environment and Science
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SCIENCE AND
E
R
O
M SMASHED AVOCADOS...

Talking climate change in the Wet Tropics over breakfast

Following the success of the Wet Tropics Management
Authority’s Science and Smashed Avocado event in
September, November’s serve of science over breakfast again
delivered an engaging presentation to a near full house.

What a year!
Let’s start
again in 2021

m. 0416 120 852 e. artwork@nettieodesign.com

nettieodesign.com

DINOSAURS IN
KURANDA
Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,
gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest
Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!
FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

0408 728 711

Thu–Mon
9am to 3pm

BASE D I N KUR A N DA

TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated
Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist
0408 150 734
treelopperscairns@gmail.com

treelc.com.au

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised
• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice
• No job too big or too small
Experience ranging from small trees through to
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing
and controlled tree removal.
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Dry Rain: Changing Weather Patterns and Climate
Change Impacts in the Wet Tropics was the topic of the
12 November event at Frogs Restaurant in Kuranda, which
was also live-streamed on social media. The breakfast, held
during NAIDOC week, also featured a Welcome to Country
and Djabugay language lesson from Errol Hunter.
The event featured talks from two leading scientists,
JCU’s Associate Professor Susan Laurence, and Dr Cath
Moran who is a Wet Tropics local science communicator.
Dr Cath Moran, who has considerable experience working
in climate change impact assessment and adaptation, set the
scene with a discussion on the current and potential effects
of climate change on Wet Tropics World Heritage values, as
well as highlighting some potential adaptation strategies.
Dr Laurence discussed the potential effects droughts
and extreme weather events could have on Wet Tropics
rainforests. Her drought experiment in the Daintree has
been running for six years and is currently one of the longest
running studies of its kind in tropical rainforests in the world.
The presentations were followed by a Q&A session where
the Authority’s Chair Leslie Shirreffs and the Authority’s
senior scientific officer Ellen Weber joined Dr Moran and
Dr Laurence to field questions from both the audience, and
the more than 140 strong virtual audience watching the livestream.
The Authority’s Executive Director, Scott Buchanan, said:
“The success of our breakfast events, blending online and inperson audience participation has shown us that people in
our communities want to be part of the conversation.”
“This event highlighted the impact that a warming climate
is already having on the Wet Tropics. As well as extreme
heat events stressing our flora and fauna and threatening
vital keystone species, climate change is also changing the
composition of the Wet Tropics rainforest.
The future of the Wet Tropics will be dependent on the
ability of species to adapt and our ability to manage these
risks and facilitate recovery. We all have a part to play. “
The next Science and Smashed Avocado event is planned
for next year in Cairns.

Above: Leslie Shirreffs
Left: Dr Cath Moran
Below: Dr Susan Laurence
Bottom: Traditional Owner
Errol Hunter demonstrates
Djabugay greeting with MC
Terry Carmichael

The beetles of summer

that hundreds can be found in a single tree, while an identical
adjacent tree can be empty. While on occasions these beetles
can cause damage to trees, most will usually recover. As is
repeatedly the case, the increasing severity of the impact of
the beetles on some trees is the result of human ecological
disturbance – the depletion of forests and the increase in
grasslands as Christmas beetle breeding sites.

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

Discover your natural style
Est.1991 Australian made and designed

NEW 2021
SUMMER
CATALOGUE
Out Now!

Clockwise from top left: Christmas beetle (Repsimus aeneus),
Christmas beetle (Anoplognathus aenus), Christmas beetle
(unidentified species), Christmas beetle (Calloodes grayianus)

(07) 4093 9299

Left: A trio of Christmas Beetles (Anoplognathus boisduvalii) in a
gum tree near Speewah.
Photos: Alan Henderson

www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

Shop: 11 Coondoo St. Kuranda Qld. 4881
OPEN 7 DAYS 10 am - 3.30 pm

Shop online - www.sandravidendesign.com
Free postage in Australia

05720ARJ

Summer in Australia is signified by all sorts of occurrences
in nature, but one which many people identify with is the
appearance of Christmas beetles. These stunning beetles
usually emerge in early summer, coinciding with Christmas.
They are frequently seen together in large numbers,
decorating gum trees in their own unique way.
Christmas beetles belong to the scarab family of beetles.
We have over thirty species of Christmas beetles in Australia,
with colour forms which include brown, green, blue and even
stunning gold. Many are found along the east coast, and
in some regions have become more abundant where land
clearing has provided extra grasslands for them to reproduce
in.
The life cycle of these beetles is the same basic cycle
as most beetles. In this case, eggs are laid underground in
grasslands adjacent to eucalypt trees or forests. The grubs
(larvae) feed upon grass roots and their growth is dependent
on soil temperature. Those in warmer climates may emerge a
year later, whilst those in cooler regions may spend two years
underground. The larvae are crescent-shaped with a pale,
reddish-brown head and three pairs of legs, but can be quite
difficult to distinguish from other beetle larvae.
After pupating, the adults time their emergence with
warmer conditions and are also stimulated by rainfall.
Different species will emerge at different times throughout
the summer; perhaps to avoid direct competition. Other
factors can influence the exact timing of their emergence,
such as seasonal variations in weather patterns. Most
Christmas beetles emerge from November to February, but
as we know, many appear in late December.
Christmas beetles are good flyers and can cover distances
of several kilometres. Many fly at dusk, but they are often
attracted to lights after dark and can end up buzzing around
the front porch.
Adult beetles are voracious leaf-feeders and often
congregate in groups to feed and find mates in trees. Many
species feed on eucalyptus (gum) trees but some are hosted
by various rainforest trees. Such is their tendency to cluster
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Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC)
Operated by Kuranda Information
& Support Centre Assoc. Inc.

Tales from the crypt
d
S he

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881
P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607
E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Neighbourhood Centre News December 2020
Christmas Closure Dates: KNC will be closed from 1pm Friday 18 December 2020 and
re-open 9am Monday 4 January 2021. Key crisis and contact numbers include:
Emergency 		
000		
Kids Helpline		
1800 551 800
Mensline 		
1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back		
1300 659 467
Beyond Blue		
1300 224 636
Headspace		
1800 650 890
Lifeline		
13 11 14		
DVConnect Womensline 1800 811 811
DVConnect Mensline 1800 600 636
SCAM/PHISHING ALERT: During the Pandemic, there has been an increase in scams.
These are through phone calls (cold/unsolicited calls) to mobiles and landlines, through text
messages and through emails. Often people are pretending to be from known government
departments and companies including Centrelink, the Australian Tax Office, Telstra, Optus,
Vodaphone, any of the known banks (eg Bendigo, Commonwealth Bank, ANZ, Westpac etc)
and Insurance Companies.
If you receive such calls ask for a name and return phone number and DO NOT PROVIDE
ANY DETAILS, ESPECIALLY YOUR DRIVER’S LICENCE OR PASSPORT NUMBER TO
ANYONE. If you have provided any details such as bank account details, Centrelink reference
numbers, date of birth, residential or postal address you can report this immediately to ID
Care www.idcare.org or call 1800 595 160.
ID Care suggest also to call the Australian Cyber Security Centre
www.cyber.gov.au.
Police
advice
is
report
online
to
Scam
Watch
at
www.scamwatch.gov.au/about-scamwatch/contact-us
Also, if you have provided your Centrelink and Medicare card details you will need to
contact ‘Scams and Identity Fraud’ section through the Department of Human Services
1800 941 126. If you require assistance with any of this, please call or drop into the Centre.
Service Continuity and COVID-19 Protocols Update: The Kuranda Neighbourhood
Centre remains operating on pre-COVID-19 opening hours – Monday to Thursday 9am–
5pm and Friday 9am–1pm. KNC must still comply with the COVID-19 Plan required by
government informed by QLD Health. This means we still require social distancing, hygiene
(hand sanitiser and disinfectant wipes in public areas), number limitations and contact
tracing protocols to be maintained. Please be patient with our volunteers and staff with the
COVID-19 protocols and there may be times the Centre is closed due to reduced volunteers.
While it may seem many places have relaxed these protocols, KNC is obliged to retain them
until we are told by QLD Health they can be relaxed. This is because while KNC is a privately
operated not-for-profit community based organisation, the Centre building is owned and
services funded by the QLD Government. Please do not attend the Centre if you have any
symptoms such as fever, cough, runny nose, shortness of breath or have come into contact
with someone who has COVID-19 or if you have returned from interstate hotspot or overseas
within the past 14 days.
Centre Re-paint: KNC is having a new splash of paint inside and out. While every effort is
being made to minimise disruption to services, please be patient.
Empowered Parents In Community (EPIC): This parents' group has restarted on
Wednesday mornings. COVID-19 protocols are implemented including contact tracing. The
group meets from 9am in the Nest (garage at the rear of the Centre carpark).
Grandmas' cuppa group: The grandmas have returned to the NEST. This is a casual meet
from around 10am. Please contact coordinator@kurandanc.org.au or phone 4093 8933 if
you want to know more.
Around the Table Disaster Recovery Project: Jessica Dalton has been joined by
Perfidia Masina and Verneice Snider (all working 4 hours per week) coordinating a project to
generate discussion and planning around review and planning for disasters through building
community resilience. This project runs until June 2021.
Street Pantry: The Street Pantry is located at the front of the KNC building and is open 24/7
for people to donate nonperishable food or for others to take items as needed. The Food/Meal
program has restarted. People can come to the Centre and ask for a frozen meal to be heated
up to take away.
Furniture Exchange Program: This program has started up again and we have many
people in need of household furniture and items. If you have items in good condition including
dining tables and chairs, couches, sofas, beds of all sizes including mattresses and bases, or
other items please call. We can arrange pick up usually on Tuesday mornings.

Anthony Walter Baggott
"Tony"
4 November 1949 – 20 November 2020
Tony passed away peacefully, Friday
20 November, at Cairns Hospital
surrounded by his loving family and
friends. Beloved soul mate of Fay. Much
loved father of George (deceased) and
Emily (deceased) and stepfather of
Jonathan, Henry and Helen. Adored
grandfather to Eli, Eva, Mayaan, Ilan,
Eden, Jack and Eleanor and greatly loved
by many.
A celebration of Tony's life will be held at
the Kuranda Recreation Centre on
Friday 27 November 2020 at 2pm.
All welcome, please come dressed in
bright colours.
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Christmas is creeping up and our new presents should be arriving soon. Sheddy asked Santa
for a new bandsaw, a planer/jointer and a new welder. Hopefully we’ve all been good enough
so we just don’t get a piece of the PM’s coal. Also in the new year, the Ladies ‘She Shed’ should
be starting up, so watch this space for more info.
For those newer members, our annual fees are due from 1 January 2021 and are still only
$30. This is to cover our insurance and public liability. Very little goes to the shed coffers.
So, from all of us at the Shed, a huge THANK YOU to all our supporters throughout 2020.
We hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas, a happy and safe New Year, and hopefully
2021 will be better than 2020 (surely!).
The Shed will be open all through the Christmas and New Year period, so come on down,
make some new friends (or catch up with old ones), have a look around and join us for a
cuppa on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
For those people interested in the Men’s Shed organisation you can find lots of information
and news at www.podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-shed-wireless/id1510493380 or visit
www.mensshed.org/theshedonline
Sheddy Eddy

Trading Hours
Wednesday 8.30am – 11.30am • Saturday 2pm – 5pm
Located at end of Kuranda Heights Road, past the Caravan Park in the old Council depot

Contact
Daryl Douglass (Secretary) 4093 9421
Richard Clews (President) 4093 0457

Kuranda Men’s Shed

Kuranda Carriers
Your Local Delivery Service

Cairns • Kuranda • Speewah • Koah
WHITEGOODS • FURNITURE • SOME HARDWARE
(Bunnings, OfficeWorks, Pharmacies, A-Mart, Harvey Norman etc)
We will pick up small parcels from Cairns CBD from $11
We also do removals

PHONE

0407 184 331
kurandacarriers@gmail.com.au

The nursery is NEARLY ALWAYS OPEN.
Hold off from planting out until we get some rain unless you
can water them in well at the start and keep them watered.
Even then, the weather can be too unrelentingly hot and
sunny to plant small things. That will all change when the sky
becomes overcast and it rains.

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881
Phone: 4093 8834 | Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com
www.kurandaconservation.org

The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!

FROM THIS...

One important plant to get into the ground now is Lomandra.
It’s excellent for holding embankments and stopping erosion.
We have heaps of it. The Cardwell Lilies are flowering now –
what a dazzling display of brilliant white!.

** Two sturdy box trailers available
for you to borrow 4093 8834 **

THROUGH THIS...

TO THIS...
Queensland maple slab
Flindersia brayleyana
you saw the birds so we can plug up the hole.

THE 4Ss PROJECT (SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY,
SCHOOLS AND SAWMILLS)
Back in 2002, nearly every student at the Kuranda
District State College planted a tree or two on the
school grounds at the corner bounded by Myola
Road, Jarawee Road and Fairyland Road. The
purpose of the tree planting was to provide a timber
resource for the school so that students in the future
could fell the trees and mill the timber into slabs or
boards to make useful products in the workshop.

Many thanks to teacher, Ms Kylie Guy, who kicked
off this stage of the project. She was there when the
tiny seedlings were planted. Thanks, too, to Damian
Kingston for the felling and the milling.
Postscript: While the trees are growing, they are
providing habitat and food for native wildlife. As long
as the trees are not cut down all at the same time,
that environmental service can continue – forever!
THE GREAT BIG BEAUTIFUL CASSOWARY FENCE –
nearly done

For 18 years the trees have been growing into
beautiful sustainable timber and this year, a couple
of trees have been felled and milled. Now they will
go into short-term storage for drying before going
into the woodwork workshop where the timber will
be sawn, hammered, sanded and painted into useful
things.

Is there anyone left who doesn’t know about the
cassowary fence? About 30 Kuranda residents came
out last month to bang in star pickets, stretch wire
stringers along the top and bottom and then staple
hundreds of metres of shade cloth to that framework.
The only bit not finished was around the bus depot.
That is now complete.

The concept of the project was to teach
sustainability. Grow trees – cut them down. Keep on
doing that forever. What else can you think of that
keeps on giving like a tree? Over time, more and
more trees will be used in this way and more trees
can be planted. This completes the sustainability
cycle.

We are not kidding ourselves that Elvis and his chicks
will not find a gap in the trees to cross the road. We
would very much appreciate your vigilance along the
Kennedy Highway between the Barron River Bridge
and the overtaking lanes as you leave Kuranda and
report any sighting to us on 4093 8834 (leave a
message if no answer). We will want to know where

If you have an excess of native fruit falling at your
place, we would love to have it so we can ensure
Elvis and chicks are getting enough of the right sort
of food to sustain them. We have, of course, cut off
some of their territory and we need to compensate
until we can plant suitable trees on their side of the
fence.
One outstanding thing that came out of building
the fence was the magnitude of support from the
Kuranda community. It really has been overwhelming.
If you ask the question: “Who cares”? the answer is
“Just about everyone”! From all the caring people in
the community to each other: THANK YOU.
PROTECTING YOUR SPECIAL PIECE OF PARADISE
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
It is your decision and yours alone if you choose
to protect your land under a NATURE REFUGE
covenant. “Government support for improving
protection outcomes for remaining critical habitat on
freehold land is the first vital step to protecting the
bioregion for the future” says Distinguished Professor
Bill Laurance.
That means there is support for you if you choose
to take this step – and it’s a really worthwhile thing
to do. We at Kuranda Conservation can pave the
way. You can email us on kurandaconservation@
hotmail.com or call us on 4093 8834 to find out
what this is all about. Connecting up all the property
squares across the landscape is how we build wildlife
corridors. It starts with you taking this first step.

Thank you
Over 20 years experience in the concrete industry
Kuranda resident for 18 years

Contact Jax at Kuranda Conservation 4093 8834 or
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com
to purchase your cassowary stickers.

SPECIAL THANKS to Kuranda residents Patrick Dauwe and
Susan Schwass for creating the Kuranda Cassowary Fence
GoFundMe account, and to all the donors who raised $3408
towards the construction of a temporary fence to try to keep
Elvis and his remaining chicks off the Kennedy Highway, as
more permanent solutions are pursued. This money will go a
long way towards completing the fence. Thanks too to all who
have given their time and labour in support.
Jax Bergersen, Kuranda Conservation
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Thanks for the Reef and
those willing to fight for it.
In the whirlwind of modern life, it’s easy to take for granted
the priceless treasures right under our nose: the laugh of a
child, the hug of a loved one, the astounding natural world that
surrounds and sustains us.
As we emerge from a truly challenging year, now is a moment to stop
and reflect on all we have to be grateful for and all we have achieved together in
2020, to protect our local treasures, community and way of life.
Our region is blessed with an abundance of natural beauty, from lush tropical rainforests
and postcard perfect beaches, to the jewel in Queensland’s crown, the iconic Great Barrier
Reef.
Right on our doorstep, hidden just beneath the waves, is one of the most spectacular and
unique ecosystems on the planet.
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is so much more than colourful corals and cute clown
fish, it’s complexity and diversity make it one of the most important environments on earth.
Lush seagrass meadows provide homes for threatened turtles and dugongs. Ancient
mangroves act as nurseries for thousands of species. Alien-like sponge gardens and the
mysterious plunging depths of oceanic areas all comprise this awe-inspiring network of
ecosystems.
As locals, it's easy for us to become blase about this world wonder in our own backyard.
But 2020 has provided a timely reminder about just how lucky we are to have the Reef and
how dependent our region is on our greatest asset. A reminder that it’s time to both give
thanks and give back to our Reef.
Not only is the Reef the economic powerhouse of our region, vital to local industries and
essential to our economic recovery, it’s also the heart and soul of our identity, an intrinsic part
of who we are and why we call FNQ home.
This deep connection between the Reef and those who live on its shores, stretches back
over 60,000 years. We acknowledge the cultural importance of the Reef as the sea country
home to more than 70 Traditional Owner groups. A cultural significance that continues today.
As one local put it, “there simply is no Cairns and Kuranda without the Great Barrier Reef”.
As locals, the Reef is in our blood. As a community, we are willing to fight for its future.
Never has that been more clear than at the recent QLD elections. Despite sweltering
conditions, dedicated local volunteers reflected their gratitude for our Reef by braving the
heat throughout pre-poll and on election day to hand out non-partisan information about
the Reef, raising vital community awareness. Fight For Our Reef volunteers led a powerful
grass roots campaign, organising local candidate forums, election launches, letter-box drops,
meeting with MPs and candidates, all to ensure that the Reef and thousands of regional jobs
it supports stayed firmly on the political agenda.
Together, we secured the following wins from the re-elected government, which
committed to:
• Develop and implement a Climate Action Plan to drive Queensland to zero net emissions
by 2050.
• $145 million for Renewable Energy Zones.
• $500 million for more publicly owned solar, wind and storage.
• Retain crucial Reef water pollution laws.
• Invest in improving Reef water quality through $10 million for cleaning up waterways
and a $10 million for a Reef credits scheme for farmers.
• Protect threatened species by reforming Queensland’s fisheries.
We also secured bipartisan support for some of these key policies, with the Opposition
embracing Renewable Energy Zones in particular and committing to allowing state-owned
energy assets to invest in renewable energy. They also promised $8.5 million to buy back
dangerous gillnet fishing licences.
On behalf of the Australian Marine Conservation Society, we want to thank the
monumental effort of our devoted local legends, who volunteer their passion and time to help
protect the Reef.
Internationally we are seeing so many countries seriously stepping up to the Paris Climate
Agreement's goal of limiting global warming the 1.5 degrees - the crucial threshold for coral
reefs.
US President-elect Joe Biden has committed to re-enter the Paris Agreement, listing
climate action as his administration's top priority.
Japan, South Korea and the European Union have all committed to net zero emissions by
2050, China shortly after by 2060.
Momentum is building.
This is a powerful moment for us to keep pushing in Australia so that we do our fair share.
This year, all we want for Christmas is climate action and a 1.5 degree commitment to
protect the Reef.

The Kuranda Paper is a
not-for-profit publication.
Profits generated by advertising
support local community
groups and projects.

pla n t sale
BLOOMING GREAT PLANT SALE
Get in early for Christmas presents for green-fingered friends at the plant sale to be
held in the Cairns Botanic Gardens on Sunday 6 December. The Friends of the Botanic
Gardens (FOBG) along with local nurseries will be offering a wide variety of plants
suitable for gardens large and small, everything from shade lovers to those that thrive in
full sun. Plants on offer at the FOBG stall have been propagated from ones growing in
the Gardens so now is your chance to buy something you may have long admired.
The sale starts at 8am and finishes at noon. The rarest plants sell quickly, so get in
early.

Future super tree planters with Sylvia Conway, planting cassowary and
Kuranda Tree frog food tree at Cain Creek corridor

Habitat, habitat, habitat
It’s great to see the efforts of residents to ensure a safe future for our 'Kennedy Highway'
cassowary, Elvis and his new set of chicks. It’s also sobering to realise that at some stage
during the lifetime of this bird, the rainforest habitat he has available in the Wet Tropics may
well be full for himself and all his offspring, as there is a limit to the number of cassowaries a
mature rainforest can support.
Australia’s cassowary population estimate is 1,500 to 4,000 (Westcott 2014) which
indicates relative stability in the past 30 to 40 years. Solutions for the future; viable population,
protect existing rainforest from clearing, and connect fragments. And to increase numbers,
more habitat will need to be created and protected, where rainforest trees will grow.
Do you have cleared land in the Kuranda area rural residential/rural zones that you’re
wondering how to manage, besides constant mowing or weed control? Consider offering
some for re-vegetation. There could be funding available and people keen to undertake the
task. Contact us via info@envirocare.org.au

Kuranda Envirocare Workshops finally back in 2021
after COVID restrictions
Our series of four workshops—put on hold during the uncertainty of our COVID-19 year—
are back on. For those of you who already signified your interest, we now have specific or
approximate dates, and we'd like you to please reconfirm.
Workshop 1.
The What and How of Weeds: Saturday 27 February 10am–3pm
A field day on weed recognition, significance of weeds and methods of treatment, including
staff from government agencies and effective no chemical method.
Workshop 2.
Get to know your Rainforest plant families: Saturday 27 March 10am–3pm
A one day workshop on our local rainforest, basic botany and the quirks of the online
rainforest key, with a local botanist.
Workshop 3.
From Seed to Seedling – rainforest seed propagation: Saturday late April
Half day seed collection, storage, cracking dormancy and giving your seedlings the best
chance to grow. Suitable for kids as well as adults.
Workshop 4.
What’s in my backyard – tell tale signs – a Bioblitz field afternoon and evening
Saturday late May 3pm until after dark
Focus on kids, using tell tale signs and covering record keeping, apps, birds, frogs,
mammals, invertebrates.
Contact us via info@envirocare.org.au and we’ll send you a link to register.
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Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda
Monday and Thursday 9am–12 noon • Saturday 10am–12 noon
Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available
4093 8989 (nursery) • 0419 624 940 • 0478 676 122
info@envirocare.org.au • www.envirocare.org.au

Community Nursery and Landcare
Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Box trailers for hire. Members discount. All plugs catered for
Contact Hans on 0459 978 842 to book.

• Date Claimers •

Voluntary covenanting success

5 December Saturday 4pm til dark – KEC Xmas
Social – Barron River, Wha Hae causeway. All welcome.
Please bring finger food to share, BYO drinks, a hat and
chair.

The first recent private landholder application for a voluntary
covenant in this area has been approved! Despite the Kuranda
residential block being small, it contains precious mature
rainforest connected to a deep gully of other remnant forest
and has been kept clear of any non-natives over the last few
decades. The owner was very concerned that the forest would
be cut down by an unknowing, or uncaring new owner. This
had occurred several times in the street.
A voluntary covenant works like this: as property owner
and applicant you create a management plan which defines
the covenanted area and record how threats such as weeds
and feral animals should be managed. This is attached to the
property title for all future owners to see and abide by. And in
case you worry it will hinder you selling, the property under
this covenant has already sold. We will all leave this place
sometime. How will we protect the forest habitat we leave
behind? Consider a voluntary covenant, even as an interim
step while waiting for your land to be possibly valued as a
nature refuge in the future.

5, 12, 17 December 7.30–9am – Watering at various
planting sites. Meet at the KEC nursery 7.30am to carpool.
Call 0419 624 940
16–22 December – Frog monitoring fun starts after 7pm.
Check our Facebook page for dates and sites, call
0419 624 940 or email info@envirocare.org.au
Callitris intratropica – droplets hang in the sunlight

and it’s looking a lot like
Xmas.
Two year old, 200mm high,
perfect for decorating your
Xmas side table. Eventually
plant out for outdoor Xmas
decoration, not too close to
the house! Height to 25m.
Available now (decorations
not included!)

Plant of the month –
Callitris intratropica
Australian Blue Cypress 'pine'
This native “pine” timber tree (not a true pine) might be
familiar to those of you living at Koah or beyond. They are
termite resistant and tolerate a wide range of temperatures
and moisture levels. There’s also a number of therapeutic
effects attributed to the essential oil, including antimicrobial
and anti-inflammatory effects.
We’ve done a little dressing up of our plant of the month

XMAS CLOSED
24 Dec– 4 Jan. Call
0419 624 940 to
arrange access to trees
during this time.
From the Wet Tropics Management Authority’s
Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program
The Authority’s Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program
is on track to eradicate yellow crazy ants from the Wet
Tropics World Heritage Area.
The Authority recently received a $3 million funding
boost from the Commonwealth Government, matched
by the Queensland Government under a joint
commitment to continue eradication efforts.

Locals engaging locals
Last month, five Taskforce volunteers joined me in a
door-knocking exercise where we chatted with residents
on Green Forest Road and sought permission for Wet
Tropics Management Authority field officers to survey
properties for yellow crazy ants.
The door-knock was a success with 26 households visited
and 21 properties ready to be surveyed.
The purpose of the surveys is to check for yellow crazy
ants outside the known infestation area at Green Forest
Road.
I want to thank Taskforce volunteers April Apleita, Artur
Prat, Bernd Seidl, Tim Brown and Sagar Baral for a job
well done!

Taskforce volunteers from left: Sagar Baral, April Apelita
and Bernd Seidl

The Authority is currently five years into a proposed
ten-year eradication program with eradication activities.
To keep up-to-date with the eradication efforts,
please follow us on Facebook: search for ‘Wet Tropics
Management Authority – Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication
Program’.
2020 Taskforce wrap up
The impact of COVID-19 meant we did fewer Taskforce
events this year, forcing us to be creative in finding new
ways to engage the community online and through print.
After starting the year by co-hosting an Invasive Species
and Climate Change seminar with JCU’s Centre for
Tropical Environmental and Sustainability Science (TESS),
the following lockdown period shifted our focus from
events to engaging with landowners in yellow crazy ant
infestation areas. This led to the renewal of property
management plans and an interview with impacted
resident Rob Richardson, which has been published
across multiple social media platforms and our
eNewsletter, as well as in The Kuranda Paper.
The infestation at Russett Park was surveyed in April
this year by the Authority’s field officers and no yellow
crazy ants were detected for the first time since they
were initially discovered there in 2013. Further surveys
at Russett Park must continue to demonstrate the area
is free of yellow crazy ants before eradication can be
declared. Russett Park residents, the Taskforce, The
Kuranda Paper, Kuranda Envirocare and the Kuranda
community celebrated this major milestone—the
Taskforce hosted a ‘Yellow Crazy Pants’ party and
contributed a two-page story in The Kuranda Paper
highlighting the journey from detection to no detection
at Russett Park.

Our Kuranda Envirocare team wishes you a
happy, safe and restful Festive Season.
Hoping for a more certain 2021 with lots more tree
planting for wildlife and climate change resilience.
Later in the year, the Taskforce followed up with a
thorough sticky trap survey along the Barron River inside
the Russett Park infestation boundary. No yellow crazy
ants were detected.
The infestation at Green Forest Road was treated with
fipronil insecticide four times this year and will be
surveyed early next year to detect any yellow crazy ants
and define any spread. The Authority’s field officers have
been searching for yellow crazy ants in non-residential
areas adjacent to the Green Forest Road infestation and
will progress to residential areas now that the Taskforce
has engaged with residents in the survey area.
Next year, we hope the COVID-19 climate will allow
the Taskforce to continue the good work we do on the
ground searching for yellow crazy ants in the Kuranda
area. We want to engage schools and businesses, and
continue to educate the community on how to prevent
the spread of yellow crazy ants.
Lastly, I want to thank all the Taskforce volunteers,
Kuranda Envirocare and The Kuranda Paper for your
time and effort this year in helping the Yellow Crazy
Ant Community Taskforce be what it is: a communitydriven response to the invasion of the destructive yellow
crazy ant. It’s the commitment of volunteers and the
community that supports them that will determine the
success of eradication when official funding is uncertain.
Upcoming events

Ciara

Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce and Kuranda
Envirocare combined Christmas Party
When: Saturday 5 December from 3.30pm
Where: Barron River bridge off Little Road (Wha Hae),
Myola
BYO: plate of food to share, drinks, chair and swimwear

Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
envirocare.org.au/yellow-crazy-ants-taskforce
yca.ciara@gmail.com
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Easy peasy
tropical puddings
“Life's a pudding full of plums.”
W.S. Gilbert (1836–1911)

These delicious puddings are all variations on a traditional Christmas Pudding but healthier,
quicker and easier to make and lighter versions for our hot weather. And each is vegan and
gluten-free so EVERYONE is catered for. Enjoy! Queenobeans
RAWFOOD CHRISTMAS MINI PUDDINGS (vegan, gluten-free) via goodfood.com.au
Serves 8 (Use 8x5cm diameter moulds or small cups, preferably silicon ones, or you will
need to line with a little plastic wrap, or you can roll them into Christmas Bliss Balls)
INGREDIENTS:
PUDDINGS: 60g dried figs, 2 tbsp orange zest, 50g flaxseed meal, 2 tbsp dried sour cherries,
1 tsp fresh ginger grated, 100g dried apricots, 250g fresh dates pitted, 170ml almond meal,
1 tsp vanilla extract, ¼ tsp allspice, 1 tsp ground cinnamon, ¼ tsp ground nutmeg, ¼ tsp
ground ginger, ¼ cup orange juice, 1 tbsp coconut oil.
FROSTING: 100g raw organic cacao butter chopped, 100ml coconut cream, 40g good quality
maple syrup.
GARNISH: fresh berries of choice.
METHOD: Line moulds if necessary. Combine all ingredients, except for orange juice and
coconut oil, in a food processor; blend until mixture forms crumb-like consistency. Remove
and place in large mixing bowl, add orange juice and coconut oil. Knead mixture into a large
ball. Divide the pudding mix into 8 portions, pack into moulds firmly. Refrigerate for 15
minutes. Meanwhile make the frosting. Place the cacao butter in a bowl over a saucepan of
boiling water and stir until completely melted. Remove from the heat and then mix in the
coconut cream and maple syrup until well combined. Cool at room temperature to thicken the
frosting, stirring occasionally. Remove cooled puddings from moulds, peel off plastic wrap,
place puddings on a tray. Spoon frosting over puddings and refrigerate for 10 to 15 minutes
or until the frosting is firm. Decorate puddings with fresh berries and serve.
CHRISTMAS ICE CREAM PUDDING WITH CHOC SAUCE (vegan, gluten-free) via
delightfulvegans.com
Serves 12
INGREDIENTS:
ICE CREAM: ¼ cup sultanas, ¼ cup dates chopped, ¼ cup prunes chopped, 1 tsp lemon
rind, 1 tsp orange rind, ½ tsp fresh ginger grated, ½ cup shredded coconut, ½ tsp cinnamon,
½ tsp vanilla paste or vanilla extract, 2 buds of star anise, 2 tbsp Grand Marnier alcohol or
Cointreau (optional), ¼ cup rice malt syrup, ¼ cup toasted slivered almonds, 1 litre vegan
vanilla ice cream (e.g. SoGood Vanilla Bliss).
CHOC SAUCE: ½ cup vegan choc chips or vegan dark chocolate (chopped), ½ tbsp coconut
oil, a few drops of vanilla extract
METHOD:
PUDDING: add all the ingredients except for toasted slivered almonds and vegan vanilla ice
cream and mix well in a bowl. Place, covered, in refrigerator overnight or up to a few days for
the flavours to infuse. Line a 700ml pudding tin or ceramic bowl with baking paper. Let vegan
vanilla ice cream soften for 5 to 10 minutes. Place into a large bowl, add the fruit mixture
(remove the star anise buds first!) and toasted slivered almonds, and mix well. Pour into the
prepared container and freeze overnight.
CHOC SAUCE: add all the ingredients to double boiler or a heatproof bowl over a saucepan
of boiling water. Whisk until melted and smooth. To assemble – take ice cream pudding out
of freezer and invert it onto a plate, then drizzle chocolate sauce on top. Serve immediately.
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EXTRA TROPICAL CHRISTMAS BAKED PUDDING (vegan, gluten-free option) via
via morethanveggies.sg
Serves 12
INGREDIENTS:
FRUIT MIX: 200g dried mixed fruits, 100g chopped dried mango, 100g chopped dried
pineapple, 3 teabags of black tea (Assam or Darjeeling). Note: Other tropical fruit mix ideas
can include tamarind, coconut (desiccated), banana, jackfruit, lychee, and if you’re feeling
adventurous, durian.
BASE: 200g vegan butter or Nuttelex, 2 tbsp gula melaka (coconut sugar syrup), 100g
wholemeal flour (or gluten-free alternative), 100g oatmeal flour (simply pulse oatmeal in
food processor), 1 tsp baking powder, 100g soft brown sugar, 1 grated Granny Smith apple,
3 tsp five-spice powder, 1 tsp ginger powder (or 1 tbsp grated fresh ginger), 1 tsp cinnamon
powder, ½ tsp ground cardamom, ½ tsp salt, juice and zest of 1 lemon, 3 tbsp fruit mix
soaking liquid (saved after preparing fruit mix), 1 cup cooked black glutinous rice.
METHOD:
Steep the tea for 10 minutes with about 800ml of hot water in a large bowl. Add in dried
fruits and soak for 30 minutes to one hour, until they swell to a plump mass. Sieve out the
fruits and drain. KEEP ALL the soaking liquid – you will need this later! Preheat oven to
180°C. Cream butter and syrup in a large bowl, add and combine all the base ingredients and
fruit mix. Grease a large metal basin (around 1.5 litres) and line the base with baking paper.
Pour in the mixture, leave a 2.5 cm gap from the top free for rising. Cover basin with baking
paper and aluminum foil, tie tightly with a non-plastic string. Bake for 2 hours or until a
skewer comes out clean from the centre. Tip: cut the string after an hour and lift the papers
to check, then re-seal without string. When ready, remove from oven and let cool in bowl for
5 minutes before removing gently onto cooling rack. Can be kept in fridge for up to a week.
Brushing with soaking liquid (saved from soaking fruit) everyday helps develop rich flavours
(optional). To reheat, brush with soaking liquid and steam for 8-10 mins. Serve with a drizzle
of coconut milk or cream.

A Grinter's Tale

_

I’m heading into hospital tomorrow for plastic surgery and all I can think
of is that I don’t own pyjamas. That must be a good omen.
I just called a girlfriend who is down in Cairns shopping today,
and asked her to go and get her crippled friend a t-shirt nightie
thing. I have that sinking feeling she might get one that
says, “Can I go home now?” or “Mess with me and you’re
dead”, or maybe “Oh no, I left my broom at home”. She
has the power, after all. I’m just the dumb blonde with
somewhere to go and nothing to wear. It’s a big day
out for me, with even a possible sleepover!
Yesterday afternoon was spent in the austere,
soulless surroundings of Cairns Emergency
Department waiting room. It’s always a good place
to reflect on how lucky you are, but I do wish they
would get more comfortable seating. I’d hate to
have piles as well as an injury.
Eleven years ago I spent seven hours sitting in
Emergency with a similar injury, a hugely swollen
and very painful leg and the real threat of DVT
requiring me to keep it elevated. The room was
packed, so much so I thought State of Origin must be
about to begin. I admit I had only recently discovered
that State of Origin was not a TV quiz show.
I love the effect that admission usually causes.
Well, five hours in, tempted to scream ‘FIRE!’ to thin
the masses, a young man in obvious pain finally got his ‘come
hither’ call, and was about to be sucked into the Never Never
lurking beyond the swing doors. I hooked my good leg around his
chair leg almost before he was out of the seat, dragging it towards me
with gusto. Driven by desperation, it was by far the most energetic thing I
had done since injured. I felt just a little bit guilty, but after all, he was on the path to
redemption. I was still in hell.
Anyone who has had to keep a leg elevated for any length of time knows this is not the
most comfortable position you would expect it to be, especially if the open wound is on the
underside of your limb. And if your leg is under a desk, you have to be able to bend it like
Beckham because of the modesty board, or have Marfan syndrome. By 4am the following
morning, I just wanted to lie on the floor like a homeless person. I felt like a homeless person,
and thought a lot about that on that long miserable night.
Things have greatly improved, but the chairs are just as orange, just as hard and COVID-19
means that now everyone, even the elderly, the five year olds and the half dead sit staring
fixedly at their phones as if they were their personal control panel. Lift your arm up, scratch
your face, look at the door. This science fiction scene is exaggerated by all chairs facing
forward with no focal point, for example a big TV showing The Bold and The Beautiful, or
more likely a COVID health message asking you to refrain from sneezing on the fruit at Coles.
Super uncomfortable, I watched person after person called in until I was the only one
left, the reject, the bad apple, the unshowered. I felt a bit sorry for myself, as I was so
uncomfortable and sore and so very tired. Then I started thinking again about homeless
people, and conversations with a friend about the sad home life of so many kids in Cairns
for whom Christmas is just another day in a home full of grog and drugs with no love on the
tree or in a pillow case, just vomit on the floor, hungry siblings screaming, a fridge full of
emptiness, and a slap on the back of the head as a present.
Back to the present, I watched as a couple carried a screaming baby in, the mother
hysterical as she explained to the receptionist that her son had had a fall. I closed my eyes,
trying to block out the deep anguish I felt for that mum, that primeval emotion we share when
someone else’s child is hurt.

The next moment, my name was called and I hobbled with crutch under
arm into the inner sanctum where all was colourful, blue curtains and
vibrant paintings, and equally colourful, happy clinicians coping
with what they would consider their own brand of ‘customer
challenges’. Aimee was a treasure, in fact they all were, but
when I mentioned I was worried about the deadline for this
column, she asked if she could star in it. So here she is,
my star. I’m here to say, if you come to meet Aimee in
Emergency, you will agree. She’s the star who put the
sunshine in my day, and for someone with a crater in
their leg, she appropriately located the correctly sized
Moonboot.
I woke this morning feeling overwhelmed by the
daunting path ahead of me, starting with first plastic
surgery tomorrow for an injury that had begun as a
small wound and developed into a monster. I think
the aliens hatched some nights ago, and I wish they
had closed the lid behind them. I hope they are not
lurking under my bedroom cupboards.
Then I thought of the fact that the lack of pyjamas
was my main concern, whereas for some undergoing
surgery on the same day as myself, their concern would
be whether they would survive the surgery, and my
whole day changed as I thought how lucky I am, was and
hopefully will continue to be. Not only that, although only
having one family member here, I am surrounded by the most
giving, generous supportive friends who have rallied around to
help me in their dozens. I am truly humbled and certainly am feeling
the Christmas spirit well before Christmas.
It’s nearly the end of a tumultuous year. I wonder how many media articles
around the world this year will start with the words ‘Well, what a year!” It’s hard to
believe it’s only eight months since our world changed, and we’re not out of it yet, especially
those in retail or tourism, or in Kuranda’s case of course, the two go together.
Kuranda town has wonderful gifts, and they’re different, beautiful, unique in some cases
and our retailers deserve a boost at this time of year. Forget online. Do you know where that
is taking us? I won’t go there in this article, that’s for another day.
Have a wonderful, safe, happy, healthy Christmas and an even better new year. Look
around and perform a random act of kindness. Involve the lonely, reduce spending on
presents and make a donation to a worthy cause, think of all your blessings, cherish family
and look forward to 2021. After all, Number 5 in numerology represents freedom, change,
adaptation, and the pursuit of new directions. We have much to look forward to if we choose
to visualise that now.

Speewah Markets

EVERY THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

7am – 12noon Speewah Tavern Carpark
ALL WELCOME
For more information contact Suzy 4093 0449
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WARNING AFTER DANGEROUS
DISEASE CONTRACTED
FROM TICK BITE

A Cairns woman who contracted a dangerous disease from a tick bite has urged her fellow
Far North Queenslanders to take proper precautions to avoid a tick feasting on them when
enjoying the great outdoors.
It comes as public hospitals across FNQ have recorded the second-highest amount of
Emergency Department presentations for tick bites in the state, for the third year in a row.
Since 1 January, there has been 38 Emergency Department presentations for contact with
a venomous tick at the Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service (CHHS), the
second-highest amount of tick bites in Queensland, for the past three years.
Statewide in 2019, there were 330 Emergency Department presentations for contact with
a venomous tick, 105 of those between October and December.
Cairns resident Maria Messmer was bitten by a tick, when camping on the Atherton
Tablelands in August. A couple of weeks later, she started developing a fever, and needed to
be hospitalised for a week in Cairns Hospital. The spread of Q Fever to humans via tick bite
is rare, with the infection usually spread via inhalation of the bacteria that causes the illness,
such as from animal waste products.
“Doctors diagnosed me with Q Fever, and the only way they figured out how I got it, and
the timing was correct, was because I had a tick bite, about two and a half weeks beforehand,”
she said.
“I remember having the tick, taking it off and thinking nothing of it, but I didn’t realise
how sick they could make humans.
“I’d never heard of Q Fever before I had it, and it was the sickest I’ve ever been. I was on
antibiotics for about two weeks after I left hospital,” Ms Messmer said. “I’m still having blood
tests to check my liver function, and heart condition.”
CHHHS Executive Director of Medical Services, Dr Don Mackie, said while a tick bite was
usually harmless; it could cause an allergic reaction or serious illness in some people, or an
illness such as Australian Tick Typhus if the bite site gets infected.
“It’s important to check for ticks on your body and clothing during and after spending
time in national parks and forested areas,” Dr Mackie said.
“You may not feel a tick until a couple of days later, so it’s really important to check
yourself. Ticks like warm areas of the body and are often found at the back of the head and
neck, groin, armpits and backs of knees.
“If you can, get someone to help you check for hard to see areas like on your back or along
your hairline – you may also need help to get any ticks out to ensure your remove the entire
tick.
Ticks should be killed before removal to reduce the chance of a life-threatening allergic
reaction and the development of mammalian meat allergy.
To remove a tick, it is recommended to first kill the tick by spraying it with a product that
contains ether (such as Wart-Off Freeze or Cold Spray) or applying permethrin cream. Wait
about 10 minutes after treatment for the tick to die, then carefully brush it off.
Once you’ve removed the tick, follow general first aid for bites and stings, and make sure
you do a careful body search for other ticks.
If you can’t remove a tick safely by yourself or if you start to feel unwell in the days
after removing a tick, consult your doctor. If you have an allergic reaction go to your local
Emergency Department.
Assistant Director-General of Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and Partnerships,
Neil Cambourn, said visitors to our national parks and forests could avoid tick bites by
following a few simple tips.
“Ticks tend to live in dry forestry areas with grassy understory, but they can also be found
in rainforest areas during very dry weather periods,” Mr Cambourn said.
Avoid ticks by wearing long-sleeved shirts, long trousers, closed in shoes and a widebrimmed hat. Wearing light coloured clothing can make it easier to see ticks and tucking long
pants into socks can help protect you.
“Applying insect repellent with diethyl-meta-toluamide (DEET) or picaridin to exposed
skin can also deter ticks,” he said.
It’s also recommended to treat clothing with a permethrin-based wash kit, which can be
obtained from outdoor recreational stores, which can prevent tick bite in tick-infested areas.
For more information on preventing and treating tick bites: www.childrens.health.qld.
gov.au/chq/our-services/queensland-poisons-information-centre/bites-stings/

ope ration
rudolph
saturday
19 december
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Fire
e
S ervic

Every year, Kuranda’s Emergency Services come together to make sure that Santa doesn’t get
lost as he travels around Kuranda visiting the children and adults of the Kuranda community.
The unexpected cacophony of sirens sure gets some hearts racing – and not just Kuranda kids
who eagerly line the streets and roads of the district, to wave to our Emergency Super-heroes,
and maybe catch a lolly or two. Every year it comes as a big surprise to newcomers to the area
– so this is your heads up. Representatives from Queensland Police Service, Queensland Fire
and Emergency Service, Rural Fire Service and SES volunteers all participate in this annual
event.
This year on Saturday 19 December, Operation Rudolph will kick off with TWO separate
routes – Kuranda and surrounds, and Speewah/Cardinia/Koah – see details below.

Kuranda and
surrounds

speewah, cardinia
and koah

Departs Kuranda Urban Fire Station
at 2pm then travels via

Departs Speewah Tavern
at 2.30pm then travels via
• Speewah Road to Stoney Creek Road

• Coondoo Street — Thongon Street
• Barron Falls Road
• Mason Road — Williamson Drive
• Warril Drive
• Gregory Terrace — Coconut Grove —
Saddle Mountain Road
• Myola Road — Oak Forest Road —
Mantaka — Kowrowa

• Stoney Creek Road to Kelly Road
• Up Kelly Road to the Possum Ridge
turnoff
• Back the same way to Speewah Road
• Ganyan Drive loop then
William Smith Drive
• Right turn into Douglas Track and
into Veivers Drive
• Veivers Drive back to the highway, then
Cardinia Boulevard
• Koah Road to the end and back
• Finishing at the Koah Hall

Source: Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service

www.discountdrugstores.com.au

Kuranda Discount Drug Store
16 Thongon Street, Kuranda, QLD, 4881
Phone: (07) 40937480
Email: Kuranda@discountdrugstores.com.au

OPENING HOURS OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday
8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday
CLOSED
Public Holiday
10:00am - 2:00pm

Medication Management Program
Medication Packing (EasyMed)
Instore Medication Reviews
Home Medication Reviews
Blood Pressure Monitoring
Health Clinics
NDSS Access Point

KURANDA MEDICAL
CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • Ph:

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery –
Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)
Dr Hal Hancock: Fridays 9.00am–4.00pm
Dr Veerendra Sinha: specialises in skin cancers and excisions –
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Agufana Pepela: all day Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (am),
outreach every second Monday
Dr Yvonne Doveren: Outreach & Indigenous Health only –
every Thursday fortnight
Dr Steve Salleras: Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Jimmy Stewart: every Friday 8.30am–5.00pm (other days as needed)
Nurse Terry: looking after our Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander patients
Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse, Asthma Care,
Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm
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4093 7118

“Professional Care in Your Community”

RANGERS

r e p o r t

That's a wrap! 2020 has certainly tested all of us, but the positive for our kids is that they
were able to participate in a sport they love—not all kids in Australia can say that! Our
Rangers had a great year on the field and they've all grown as players. Once again, it's
been a delight to see all those happy faces on the pitch.
As we wrap up the year, it's time to thank our dedicated coaches—David Lyons, Olly
Joubert, James Daley and Kristy Madden, Leona Hall-Matthews, Adric Rusch and
Michael Jennings—who have put in a lot of time and effort with the players. Thank you
also to our fabulous managers—Simone Titmarsh, Rebecca Fryer, Rebecca Hicks, and
Nettie O'Connell—who keep our families up to date with what's going on and washing
the kits each week. Without these volunteers, our club cannot function, so we thank
them for all their hard work. Thanks to Adric and Rohan Rusch for the weekly skills
clinics.
Thank you to Rochelle McCracken for arranging our trophies and having the difficult
job of finding a last minute fix for trophies that had been incorrectly engraved by the
supplier! Wayne McGinness, of Aboriginal Steel Art, came to the rescue and was able to
rectify the issue in the nick of time!
Best & Fairest: Gabbie Titmarsh (U7), Banjo Neller (U8), Emmitt
Newbury-Morseu (U9), Tao Masaki (U10), Evie Titmarsh (U11).

We wish our soccer family a very Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you at sign
on day in the new year.

VEGETARIAN and
VEGAN BURGER
with gluten free option

•
•
•
•

Proudly stocking Sweetleaf Bliss Balls
and raw desserts

7 DAYS 7.30am – 2pm

Phone orders 4093 8256
BYO

ABN 26 435 200 830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
all types of electrical and marine equipment
Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps
and hot water systems
No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au
07 4093 8256
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda
sproutkuranda@gmail.com

Experienced * Reliable * Local * Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658

Planting and harvesting garlic

step-by-step to saving your own seeds…

Garlic (allium sativum) is in the Amaryllidaceae plant family of bulbs, 'allium'
being the Roman name for garlic, and 'sativum' means cultivated in Latin. It
is believed that garlic originated in the central Asian mountainous regions of
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. It is also found wild in the Altaic
mountains of Siberia and in the southern part of the Ural Mountains, near where
the Volga River meets the Caspian Sea. Garlic was probably introduced into ancient
China by the nomadic Mongols. Early Crusaders found it already depicted on the
Egyptian pyramids, apparently part of the food supplied to keep the builders strong
and healthy. How lucky are we that it grows well in our local area too! Garlic can be
planted in guilds and syntropic systems to produce an abundance of food varieties
while building soil and protecting sensitive living soil microbiology.
When growing garlic, flat leaves emerge from the clove, and later a stalk
appears and grows to around 60cm, ending in infertile flowers. In colder weather,
the greens die back and the cloves are ready to harvest. Any remaining cloves
sprout again in the warmer months. Most garlic varieties need the lengthening of
the days to start forming cloves. True garlic is propagated vegetatively, as there are
few recordings of fertile seed. When the plant turns brown, pull it out, leave on the
soil for a few days if the weather is dry, and then cure in a shady, dry, airy place to
prevent mildew and rot.
At planting time, break the clusters into cloves and plant the larger side cloves,
one kilogram of cloves will give around 250 plants. To preserve genetic diversity,
collect and plant the side cloves from many different garlic plants.
We have some wonderful garlic growers on the Tablelands, including Lina
Brandemarte in Koah, who has grown her potent and aromatic organic garlic,
year after year for many decades now, Biodynamic farmer Adam Collins' premium
varieties at Kissimarni Farm at Kaban near Ravenshoe, and Biodynamic Will in
Koah.
Although Seedsavers don't have 'garlic seeds' in the seedbank, we can share
cloves and seedlings when we get together. Seedsavers also has lists of organically
grown, locally-grown food seeds easily available to all.
Get in touch with Seedsavers by emailing seedsavers@kurandaregion.org
and visit seedsaversfnq group page on Facebook, view videos on Kuranda TV.
Seedsavers Network website holds a wonderful array of experiential knowledge.
Protecting our local and global food heritage...and enjoying eating it too!
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www.kurandaamphitheatre.org
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

The KURANDA NAIDOC DINNER was such a lovely way to
celebrate NAIDOC Week. The venue looked amazing once
again. Now that the front sail is up in the Top Pavilion, it has
created a versatile space for different events. What a great
idea!
It was a late start for our guests, but Kuranda’s Mayi
Wunba Dancers performed our opening with their unique
style. Later in the evening the Erub Dancers performed, who
also filled us with hope for the future with Nancy’s inspiring
stories. With Willie Brim as MC, and Mark Sheppard giving
us some comic entertainment, the evening was filled with
celebration of history, achievements, culture, and importantly
moving through to future generations. An insightful night.
We can’t forget the beautiful harmonies of Willie Brim,
Aden Brim and Kapua Gutchen who performed acoustically.
And dinner! Scotty and Beatrice Sam did such an amazing
job as usual, with all the family gathering to help. What a
feast!
A big thank you to the girls, who painted for two weekends
to create the backdrop for the stage – Amaru Bonner, Tia
Sam, Isobel Oui and Cesca Oui.
The NAIDOC Team already have ideas and plans to
improve on this event for coming celebrations in the future.
Donations, Sponsors & Support of NAIDOC 2020
• Kuranda Amphitheatre Society Inc
• Ranjini Rusch – B Gifted Kuranda
• Honey House Kuranda
• The Kuranda Paper
• TRACQS – KOCA for their amazing display of weaving
and traditional craft
• Gayle Hannah for her handmade blankets for raffles
• Adric Rusch and Ian Tranby
• Bird World / Kuranda Koala Gardens
• Pacific Music
• NIAA – National Indigenous Australians Agency and
PMC
• Buluwai Indigenous Corporation
• National NAIDOC

• And of course Tim Gronwold who is always working
on site to improve and maintain the venue and Mandy
Dewey our constant Event Manager, Planner and
Advisory. Thanks to you both for your constant support
and hard physical yakka.
So much goes on behind the scenes to create an event,
with much thought, legalities, safety, policy and procedures
to adhere to, views of the community, production, visuals,
recruiting volunteers and supervising, and the practical
planning and running of an entire event, including set up
and pack up.
Our hats are taken off to those who are so communityminded that again and again they come back to help and
commit themselves through the good and the bad times. You
are resilient and strong and walk the walk. It is those of you
who are doing the hard yards that should be very proud.
You do it from the goodness of your hearts. Thank you
so much.
The end of the year is rolling in fast for the Amphitheatre
volunteers to get the venue ready for the wet season. If you
see a Working Bee notice please come along to help! It is
always needed!
It has been an interesting year looking back, and although
a quiet one performance wise, an extremely busy one behind
the scenes, especially with even more rules to follow.
The one thing the Kuranda Amphitheatre is good at
is adapting to the circumstances. Well done Management
Committee & Advisory for all our ‘think tanks’, our
brainwaves...and all the hours applying for grants, COVID-19
planning, physical work and being positive in amongst so
many issues. There were times that we thought maybe the
Amphitheatre wouldn’t make it through, but with support
from our local MP, successful COVID-19 funding and many
hours, we actually managed to put on a show for the Kuranda
community, Kuranda Spring Recovery Day and a NAIDOC
Dinner. How amazing!
Community Groups are coming back with their weekly
classes and workshops, meetings, etc.
The Amphitheatre is still under Hire/Use restrictions and
we do apologise if we have to say no. The venue bookings can
only be assessed on a ‘case by case’ basis.
The Amphitheatre will close over the mid-December to
January period, as most of us will either be away or taking a
much needed break.

Above: Erub Island Dancers with Nancy Baker (right) who teaches
traditional TSI Dance. Her group in the blue and the Kuranda
girls in red who are our future. Photo:Beatrice Sam
Below: Mayi Wunba Dancers with Aiden and Willie Brim.
Photo: Regina Coleman

Below: Dinner set up. Photo: Nicky Gibson
Bottom: Panoscape of the Top Pavilion. Photo: Kez Walker

The Kuranda Amphitheatre Society Inc
wishes Kuranda a
very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year
See you in 2021

SPEEWAH TAVERN SUPPORTING WORTHY CAUSES
Proceeds of meat tray raffles at the SPEEWAH TAVERN continue to raise funds for worthy causes, including the RSL and
more recently B.A.C.A (Bikers Against Child Abuse). The raffles have proved very popular and other worthy causes will always
be considered. Keep an eye out on local community Facebook groups for information about band nights at the SPEEWAH
TAVERN, where these charitable raffles are held.
ABOUT B.A.C.A
Support for children who are victims of abuse can come from the most unexpected places, at least in some people’s
eyes. B.A.C.A, a worldwide body of Bikers, strives to create a safer environment for abused children. The aim is to empower
children to not feel afraid of the world in which they live. Its members work collaboratively with existing local and state
government bodies working to protect children.
B.A.C.A Australia has a Tablelands Chapter in North Queensland, working to bring the organisation’s vision to life.
B.A.C.A relies purely on donations from its members and the public, receiving NO funding from any level of Government or
their agencies. For further information, www.australia.bacaworld.org/australia/fnq
Information and image supplied by Speewah Tavern.

LOCAL KURANDA
PLUMBER & GASFITTER
Servicing all areas of
• Kuranda • Speewah • Koah • Mareeba

FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES

Joe Gundrum 0438 587 753
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Don’t give the (UNWANTED) gift
of electric ants this
festive season!

Plants that you have grown and nurtured in your own garden can be a very special gift for
relatives or friends. But when it comes to giving or exchanging plants it is really important
that you don’t also give the unwanted gift of electric ants.
Electric ants are tiny, just 1–1.5 mm long, so are hard to spot. They don’t make visible
nests, instead they just set up home in suitable spots – a favourite being in or under plant
pots. Electric ants are great hitch-hikers, getting a free ride in things like pots as well as plant
cuttings, mulch, soil, baled hay and straw and garden waste as we go about our daily activities.
Over 70% of new infestations in the area have been caused by human assisted movement
of electric ants.
Be on the lookout – don’t risk moving electric ants
The team at the National Electric Ant Eradication Program are asking everyone to be
on the lookout for electric ants and make a special effort to reduce the risk of spreading this
invasive pest around our region.
Electric ants are present in the Kuranda, Koah and Speewah area and pose a serious
threat to our precious environment and our outdoor way of life, as well as impacting on our
agriculture and tourism industries.
They may be small but they pack a painful, venomous sting and can displace other native
ant species resulting in reduced overall biodiversity. Electric ants also actively tend and
protect sap-sucking insects such as whitefly, scale and aphids to feed on the honeydew they
produce. This reduces plant vigour and increases the risk of disease and dieback as well as
reducing crop yields.
Simple things you can do to reduce the risk of spreading electric ants
Quarantine new plants
Always place newly acquired plants in a quarantine area to reduce the risk of any unwanted
pests getting into your garden. Check the plant and pot for suspicious ants and call 13 25 23 or
visit daf.qld.gov.au/anthunt to report them.
Be aware of current electric ant infestations and restricted zones
You can find out the location of current electric ant infestations by visiting daf.qld.gov.
au/electricantmap. Simply type in an address to check if you are living in or near current
restricted zones – areas where electric ants have been found and where movement controls
apply to stop their spread.
Do the right thing
Never move plants, soil, vegetation or other high-risk materials from within a restricted
zone to other areas, unless taking them directly to an approved waste facility that accepts
electric ant carriers. Both Kuranda Transfer Station and Mareeba Transfer Station are
approved facilities.
If you do need to move electric ant carriers to another area you must first obtain a permit
from Biosecurity Queensland – these are free and can be applied for online or by calling
13 25 23.
Take away any doubt - book your free yard check
Take the worry out of exchanging pots and plants by booking your free yard check. Our
experienced field team will carry out a thorough survey of your property, including outdoor
pot plants. You do not need to be present and it takes just an hour.

STATE OF THE CLIMATE 2020
SHOWS CONTINUED WARMING AND INCREASE IN
EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS
Continued warming of Australia’s climate, an increase in extreme fire weather and length of
the fire season, declining rainfall in the southeast and southwest of the continent, and rising
sea levels are some of the key trends detailed in the latest State of the Climate report, released
on 13 November by the Bureau of Meteorology and CSIRO.
Drawing on the latest climate observations, analyses and projections, the biennial report
provides a comprehensive and scientifically rigorous analysis of Australia's changing climate,
today and into the future.
“Our science clearly shows that, due to increasing greenhouse gases, such as carbon
dioxide, in the atmosphere, Australia’s climate is continuing to warm, and the frequency
of extreme events such as bushfires, droughts, and marine heatwaves is growing,” CSIRO’s
Climate Science Centre Director, Dr Jaci Brown said.
The Bureau of Meteorology’s Manager of Climate Environmental Prediction Services,
Dr Karl Braganza, said the report found the warming trend in Australia was contributing to
increases in extreme fire weather and the length of the fire season.
"There has been a significant increase in the frequency of dangerous fire weather days
across Australia, particularly during spring and summer, leading to an earlier start to the
southern fire season,” Dr Braganza said. “Climate change is influencing these trends through
its impact on temperature, rainfall, and relative humidity, and the resulting change to the fuel
moisture content.”
Australia’s changing rainfall pattern was another key observation documented in the
report, with contrasting trends being observed across the north and south of Australia.
"In the southwest and southeast of Australia we are seeing drier conditions, particularly
in the cool season months of April to October,” Dr Braganza said.
“These trends are projected to lead to more time spent in drought in the coming decades."
In contrast, rainfall has increased across most of northern Australia since the 1970s.
While highly variable from year to year, there have been more ‘wetter than average’ years in
recent decades."
The oceans around Australia are also being affected by climate change, leading to
significant impacts on marine ecosystems. Surface waters are acidifying, and the frequency,
intensity and duration of marine heatwaves have increased.
“To build a sustainable, resilient and productive future for Australia, governments,
industries and communities need robust climate information,” Dr Brown said. “This report
presents a synthesis of our most up-to-date understanding of the changing nature of
Australia’s climate, providing a sound base for economic, environmental and social decisionmaking now and into the future.”
State of the Climate 2020 is the sixth report in a series published biennially by the Bureau
of Meteorology and CSIRO, which together play an integral role in monitoring, measuring
and reporting on weather and climate. The State of the Climate 2020 report can be found on
the CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology websites.
Key observations:
• The warming trend outlined in previous State of the Climate reports is continuing.
• Australia's climate has warmed on average by 1.44 (± 0.24) degrees since 1910, leading
to an increase in the frequency of extreme heat events.
• Oceans around Australia are acidifying, and have warmed by around one degree since
1910, contributing to longer and more frequent marine heatwaves.
• The rate of sea level rise varies around Australia’s coastlines, but overall, sea levels are
rising in line with global trends.
• There has been an increase in extreme fire weather, and in the length of the fire season,
across large parts of the country since the 1950s, especially in southern Australia.
• Rainfall between April and October has declined across parts of southern Australia.
• Rainfall has increased across parts of northern Australia since the 1970s.
• Fewer tropical cyclones for the future, but a greater proportion projected to be of high
intensity, with large variations from year to year.
• Global carbon dioxide (CO2) concentrations in the atmosphere reached 410 parts per
million (ppm) in 2019 and the CO2-equivalent of all greenhouse gas reached 508 ppm.
The rate of CO2 accumulation in the atmosphere has increased with every passing
decade since atmospheric measurements began.
• Emissions from fossil fuels are the main contributor to the observed growth in
atmospheric CO2. Around 85 per cent of global CO2 emissions in the decade from 2009
to 2018 were from fossil fuel sources.
Source: CSIRO

Call us now on 13 25 23 or visit daf.qld.gov.au/anthunt to book your free yard check.
Working together to help stop the spread
Working together by always being on the lookout for electric ants, reporting suspicious
ants and following the steps to stop accidental spread supports the goal of successfully
eradicating this pest from Far North Queensland.
Call 13 25 23 or visit daf.qld.gov.au/anthunt and click on Electric ants to find out more
about electric ants, potential carriers, movement controls and permits or to book a free yard
check.

House/Shed Pads, Land/Site Clearing
Rock Retaining Walls
Driveway/Roadway Excavation
Top: At just 1-1.5mm long, electric ants are
hard to spot
Left: The venomous sting of an electric ant can
be very painful
Above: Electric ants living in plant pots can be
accidentally moved to new locations
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KURANDA BRANCH

20 Thongon Street
Email: qcwakurandabranch1@gmail.com
Booking Agent: Sandra McCorry 0447 737 415

e ndi ng th e yea r o n a hi g h n o te
The Kuranda Branch of the QCWA is dedicated to community and this month we highlight our craft activities, Kuranda
Ambulance fundraising, and a CWA and Royal Flying Doctor Service collaboration in a new book Darn a Good Yarn.
2021 Planning Meeting
We will be holding a Planning Meeting for 2021, at 10am on 20 January 2021. All members of the community are
welcome to attend and provide input.
Consider becoming a CWA Member, so you too can join in with CWA initiatives around the region. Contact our Secretary,
Colleen Blunt, to enquire about membership 0448 434 186.
Craft Morning
At our regular Wednesday Craft Morning (every third Wednesday of the month), we celebrated the 83rd birthday of CWA
in Kuranda, and our end of year get together. Carol Jeanes, our President, shared Christmas cards she made at the recent Far
Northern Division Craft event, held at the Kurrimine Beach CWA Units. Next meeting February.
Cent Sale
Kuranda Ambulance Cent Sale fundraiser, at the Kuranda CWA Hall, 1-3pm Saturday 28 November. ALL WELCOME
FOR A BIT OF LUCK AND A CUPPA. What is a cent sale? From Wiki "Australian, a fundraising event similar to a raffle."
Darn a Good Yarn
The RFDS and CWA have worked shoulder-to-shoulder for more than 9 decades to
improve life for those in country Australia. Both iconic and well-loved institutions are very
much part of the communities served, and from this view a call was put out a few years ago
for stories, memories, prose and yarns of the bush. The resulting book will raise money for
the ongoing missions of the RFDS and CWA.
This is unique content that has never been published before. It's a real page-turner,
with short and easily digestible bites of life in the Aussie bush. Booktopia is publisher and
distributor. Proceeds go to both the RFDS and the CWA.
Darn a Good Yarn can be purchased from www.flyingdoctor.org.au/darn-good-yarn

Christmas Greetings and thanks to all who contributed
to the Kuranda CWA in any way during 2020, and
under testing circumstances, including hall hirers,
tradesfolk, community support groups,
group participants and members.

Book Debut of
"Keep Shining Bright"
in Kuranda
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• BEST S E L L E R S •
Collins Booksellers Smithfield
BEST SELLERS FOR NOVEMBER 2020

Author Timena Rhodes-Scott with her debut
children’s book Keep Shining Bright.

Emerging Cairns author Timena Rhodes-Scott chose Kuranda
to debut her book, Keep Shining Bright. Timena read her
inspirational book to groups of children at Rainforestation
Pamagirri Nature Park.
The book is dedicated to the Kuku Yalangi children of
Far North Queensland. Timena was born on Thursday Island
and returned as a teacher on Dauan and Mer Island primary
schools. It has been 17 years since Timena first wrote her
manuscript. Issues raised by the COVID-19 pandemic this
year proved the catalyst to spur her on to publish, Keep
Shining Bright, as it addresses self-worth and issues of
belonging.
“The pandemic made me realise we have to live in the
moment. It is never too late to follow our dreams and shine
brightly,” she says. “The heart-felt message of this book
whispers to the inner child of each reader and listener that
they are valuable and they belong.”
Timena was keen to self-illustrate her stories but found
30
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1

The Sentinel by Lee Child

2

The Deep End (#15 Diary of a Wimpy Kid)
by Jeff Kenney

3

The Two Lost Mountains by Matthew Reilly

4

The 130-Storey Treehouse
by Andy Griffiths/Terry Denton

5

Banks by Grantlee Kieza

6

Breaker Morant by Peter Fitzsimons

7

The Dressmaker's Secret by Rosalie Ham

8

Bluey: Verandah Santa by Bluey

9

All Our Shimmering Skies by Trent Dalton

10

A Life on Our Planet by David Attenborough

illustrator Szucher Agnes had the enchanting art to bring the
stories to life.
“Everyone has their own unique talents and working
together achieves something better than trying to do it
alone,” she says.
You can buy a signed, limited edition of the book at the
Kuranda Information Centre, Daintree Discovery Centre or
Mossman Gorge Centre. They are also available at Collins
Booksellers in Smithfield Shopping Centre and Cairns Books
Shop in Cairns Central. All books are signed by the author.
You can follow Timena at TRS Blossom Books on FB or her
author website www.TRSBlossombooks.com
Timena’s second book, You Belong Here Too, will be
published in 2021.

Astrology
The Stars in DECEMBER
and january
by
Rob hart

Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

There is a very strong Aquarian influence during
December and January. Even to the point of
astrology telling us that this is now the Age of
Aquarius. A huge époque-shift.
On the solstice this year, 21 to 22 December,
there is a grand conjunction of Jupiter and
Saturn at one degree Aquarius – almost a "Star of
Bethlehem" kind of event. So, what great Aquarian
avatar is being birthed this solstice? The Aquarian
ideals of evolutionary, innovative, humanitarian
and individual cooperation, technological and
scientific advancement and recognition of our
place in the galactic community are very much in
focus.
There is also a total solar eclipse on
15 December: Sun and Moon aligned on the tail
of the Scorpion, with galactic centre and an Ariesactivated Mars joining in - real grunt! End of the
Piscean waffle and the beginning of a much more
pragmatic/compassionate view of our future as
one tribe.
The Sun and Mercury also move into Aquarius
during January. Quite a gathering, very positive
future-orientated. We can all join in on this
Aquarian wave with a respect for individuality and
“we are one“combining in ways yet to be revealed.
The festive season promises to be a pig-out,
with a rising Taurus moon and a very convivial
Venus in Sagittarius: welcome visitors, loaded
tables and fridges and some very busy/happy
supermarkets and liquor stores. Get in early. And
with Uranus conjunct that Taurus moon: "expect
the unexpected". A celebration for the ages in fact.
As the Sun enters Aquarius on 20 January,
Mars forms an exact conjunction with Uranus,
stationary in Taurus. That’s got volatility, danger
and explosive reactions written all over it, but
they are square to Jupiter in Aquarius so things
are settled in an acceptable way with wisdom
and benevolence. Touch and go for a while there
though.
The new moon on 13 January, Sun and Moon
align exactly with Pluto in Capricorn. Now
there’s a settling of old scores and "changing of
the guard", a fire-burst and an establishing of
new foundations. We will certainly be sensing
the inevitability of transformation now as we go
through a once-in- 2,500 year shift. Aren’t we the
lucky ones?
The symbol for the birth of 2021 is: “pheasants
displaying their brilliant colours on a private
estate”, a nice image. May your 2021 be a year of
beautiful changes.
Blessings

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

ST SAVIOUR’S
KURANDA
Worship at St Saviour’s Church is in accordance
with St Saviour’s COVID-19 plan.
SUNDAY
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist
5pm Evening Prayer
TUESDAY
9am Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES
Sunday 20 December
6.00pm Carol Service
CHRISTMAS EVE – Thursday 24 December
7.30pm Carols by Candlelight
Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY – Friday 25 December
8.30am Christmas Family Communion
Due to COVID restrictions, persons wanting to
attend the Carol Service or Carols by Candlelight
will need to register by 18 & 23 December
respectively. Please phone or email.
POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Saturday

Enquiries to Chris Wright
Phone: 4093 8735
Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

St Saviour's Thought for Christmas
This Christmas will be unlike any Christmas we have ever
experienced, family will be unable to gather safely, relatives
will feel unsafe about travelling and for many it will a very
quiet solitary time. In our part of the world, we seem to have
escaped the ravages of the pandemic, the countless deaths
and overflowing hospitals but we have seen many businesses
go under and jobs lost in the Travel and Tourism sector
which for many is the heart of Kuranda. I recently met a mate
of mine who I had not seen for months only to be told it was
his first shift back at work for eight months.
Often Christmas family events are loud and lively – but
we often think of the Christmas story as being the opposite of
a loud and lively event. ‘Oh, little town of Bethlehem how still
we see thee lie’, we sing. Many imagine that first Christmas
to be deadly quiet, in the hidden away town of Bethlehem;
a stable in a cave in the dead of the night, nobody around.
But, when you read the Gospel stories, they are busy with
people. In St Luke’s Gospel, it’s not just Mary and Joseph
in the stable, there are also the shepherds, perhaps with
their sheep, and who knows how many others. In Matthew’s
Gospel we have the scene a little later with indeterminate
number of wise men, again, who knows how many; perhaps
with their advisers, perhaps with their camels. It’s a really
busy story; it’s packed with people.
It always makes me think of those wonderful crib scenes
that you sometimes see in churches in Italy or Spain or
France and some nearer to us. They don’t just show the
Biblical characters in the nativity scene, they show the whole
community. It’s wonderful because it’s everyone gathered
together around the crib. Those scenes are not just good fun,
they also tell us something important about the Christmas
story. They show us that right from the very beginning of His
life Jesus was connecting people together; Jesus was forming
a family in His name.
That really helps us to understand who Jesus is and
what He came to do. For Christians, Christmas is incredibly
important because of who Jesus is: not just another baby, not
just another human being worthy of a celebration. No, Jesus
is perfectly, totally human and also perfectly, totally divine.
In Him humanity and divinity meet and are connected, and
because of that Jesus can join together our human life, with
God’s divine life, because He is both human and divine,

connects us with the Father and as He connects us with the
Father he connects us also with one another.
So a really good thing to think about over this Christmas
period is, who am I connected to and who do I need to be
re-connected to? We can think about that with regard to
the people in our lives. This Christmas is being celebrated
at the end of quite a divisive state election campaign, and
the hostile election in USA which has bitterly divided many
communities in the United States. At the same time, we are
all human; we make mistakes; we fall out with the people we
love; we ignore our neighbour; we turn a blind eye to those
who are different from us. Christmas then is a great time to
connect up anew with some of those people.
So who will you re-connect with this Christmas? It might
be members of your family that you have not seen for a long
time, it might be people who live next door to you, it might be
just people who are different from you. Will you connect with
families far away using Zoom? Or will you give then a ring on
the phone? As Jesus connects us together at Christmas, so
it’s a great time for us to think how can we be re-connected?
More challengingly, we need to think also at this time,
how can we be re-connected with God Himself? As we gaze
into the crib and see that baby in a manger, we are not just
looking at a human being, we are looking at God Himself. As
we gaze upon God, we can see just how precious, just how
loved we are. In Jesus, God has come to share our human life
so that we can share His divine life forever; that’s how much
he loves us. When we discover that love, we also discover a
perfect joy. So, I hope however you find yourselves that you
have a wonderful, joy-filled Christmas as you re-connect
with God and re-connect with your family’s neighbours and
friends.

News from St Saviour’s
On Sunday 20 December, Carol Service at 6pm. On
Christmas Eve, there will be Carols by Candlelight with
Holy Communion at 7.30pm. Christmas Day family service
at 8.30am. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, persons wanting
to attend the Carol Service and the Carols by Candlelight
Service will need to register.

Words of wisdom
from my
Grandmother...
Does anyone know
which page of the
bible explains
how to turn water
into wine?
Asking for a friend.
20 Barang Street, Kuranda
Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm
(first Wednesday of each month)
P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH
First Baha’is in Australia
“On 29 February 1952 Clara Dunn was among a contingent
of seven individuals appointed by Shoghi Effendi [the
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith] as Hands of the Cause of God
[disciples]. Well over eighty and growing increasingly frail,
she gathered her strength to fulfill her far-reaching spiritual
and administrative responsibilities. In 1953, at the start of the
Ten Year Plan, Shoghi Effendi directed her to travel among

the Bahá’í communities in New Zealand and in Australia,
where she settled for a time in Newcastle. In October 1953
she attended an intercontinental conference in New Delhi.
In April 1954 Shoghi Effendi named her Trustee for the
Continental Fund for Australasia...”
(Baha’i Encyclopedia Project.)

Meditations/Reflections, Morning Prayers and Study Circles and other face to face Baha’i meetings.
Our weekly prayers are at 8 am every Thursday morning in lower Therwine Street Kuranda followed by coffee
Study circles are now happening in Kuranda, open to all interested, no cost.
Other functions are occurring in Kuranda.Functions in Mareeba as well as elsewhere on the Tablelands are open
for all those interested.

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common
ngirrma, language.
The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes.
Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level
that pushed the people back inland and created the present
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their
stories to the present day.
The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home,
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of
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the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and
the weather.
Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic
inheritance.
Michael Quinn

				

BAYU
BIDA
BINA
BIRRWA
BULNGAN
DJAA
DJAAMALIM
DJAANGUNDA
DJAANGURRU
DJADAM
DJALBAY
DJALGUDJALGU
DJUU
DJIDJU
DJILI
DJIMURRU
DJIRRI
DUMU
GADJA
GADJIRRAGA
GAYAM

GIMALA
GULMBU
GUNDJILBAY
GURRAGURRA
GURRINA
GURRUMBUN
GUU
GUYBALAM
GUYNGGAY
MUNUMBA
NYIRRAWU
WANGUL
WARABA
WARRDJAN
WAYBARRA
WILGARR
WURUU
WUYIN
YIMBI
YIRRMBA

WORD MEANINGS
)"#*
BAYU:
shelter of lawyer cane, tee-tree bark, blady grass,
)'/"grass. Nyurra bayu balga! Build a bayu!
kangaroo
)'("
BIDA:
a bark tray, a bark canoe
)'..!"

BINA: ear/ears. Bina ngunda Bina Gari! Listen Bina
)*%($"(
Gari!
Bina gari means no ears/deaf.

/1""

BIRRWA: conception place, after-birth. Spirits of babies
/1""2"%'2
come
from certain places in the bulmba. After death the
/1""($*(/"
spirit
goes back there.

/1""($*..*
BULNGAN:
earth, the ground, soil

/1"/"2
DJAA:
where. Djaa nyurra galing? Where are you
/1"%)"#
going?

/1"%$*/1"%$*
DJAAMALIM:
where from. Nyurra djaa-malim
/1**
garra-ymu?
Where have you come from?
/1'/1*
DJAANGUNDA:
when. Djaa-ngunda nyurra galing?
/1'%'
When
are you going?
/1'2*..* where to. Nyurra djaa-ngurru
DJAANGURRU:
/1'..'
galing?
Where are you going to?
/*2*native banana. Ngawu djadam bugang. I’m
DJADAM:
$"/1"
eating
a banana.
$"/1'.."$"

$"#"2
DJALBAY:
long nose bandicoot

$'2"%"
$*%2)*
DJUU: who. Nyurran guwal djuu? What(who) is your
$*(/1'%)"#
name? Bama ask who your name is , not what is your name.
$*.."$*.."
DJIDJU: Herbert River cherry
$*..'("
DJILI: eye/eyes. Nyurran djili gurilanggan. Your
$*..*2)*(
eyes are beautiful.
$**
DJIMURRU: large, wet season shelter
$*#)"%"2
DJIRRI:$*#($$"#
how. Djirri nyurra? How are you?
DUMU:2*(*2)"
chest GADJA ghost of man/white man
GADJIRRAGA:
Taipan. Gadjirraga wunang gundii!
(#'.."!*
Taipan lying
there!
!"($*%
GAYAM:
stinging tree. Gayam-unggu nganya
!".")"
gandany.
Stinging tree burnt me!
!"../1"(
GIMALA:
firesticks
!"#)".."
!'%$"..
GULMBU:
hair. Nyurran gulmbu guban-gubandji.
You have!*.**
gray/white hair.
GUNDJILBAY:
!*#'( Death adder. Gari djanan gundii!
#'2)'
#'..2)"
DJALGUDJALGU: meeting place of spirits, heaven.

DJABUGAY

A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words
Vowel Sounds
/a/
is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words
“some, “come” e.g. bama (person)
/a:/
is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but
longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/
is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.
bina
(ear)
/i;/
the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like
the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:
(again)
/u/
is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English
word
“book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/
the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel
sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.
djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/
The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced
simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/
is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan
(moon)
/rr/
a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of
the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly)
/r/
as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car
e.g. biri (fire)
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/ny/
/ng/
/n.g/
the
/ngg/
/ay/
Stress

is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/
pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run
two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”
e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye”
e.g. Djabugay

When saying Djabugay words which syllables
should we stress?
In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g.
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet
snake).
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g.
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

Gundjilbay wunang gundii! Don’t stand there! Death
adder lying there!
GURRAGURRA: ancestors
GURRINA: echidna. Gurrina djulal minya-wu.
Echidna digging for minya (meat food).
GURRUMBUN: Red-bellied black snake. Gurrumbundu djalbay bugang. Red-bellied black snake eating a
bandicoot.
GUU: nose. Nyurran guu birrmbirri. Your nose is
snotty.
GUYBALAM: Burdekin plum. Guybalam gurii bugaynggu. Plum is good for eating.
GUYNGGAY: ghost of a woman/white woman
MUNUMBA: sour plum, Davisonia.
NYII: what. Nyii gulu? What’s this? Gudji murrgan.
That’s a blue quondong.
NYIRRAWU: what for. Magayin! Get up! Nyirraawu? What for? Wugu-wu. For work.
WANGUL: valley. Wuruu djunggang wan.gul-nda.
River running in the valley.
WARABA: creek. Ngawu galing waraba-la. I’m going
to the creek.
WARRDJAN: raft. Nganydji galing warrdjan-da.
We are going on the raft.
WAYBARRA: meeting place of spirits at the end of the
galaxy
WILGARR: green tree snake
WURUU: river. Nganydji galing wuruu-la. We are
going to the river.
WUYIN: creek grass. When in flower it is time for fishing.
YIMBI: bi-cornual lawyer cane basket
YIRRMBA: fishing spear.

MERRY XMAS EVERYONE
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR FANTASTIC SUPPORT.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR LOYALTY.

Specialists in Tree Health and
Surgery, Pruning, Site
Clearing, Wood Chipping
and Stump Removal

Speewah Markets

EVERY THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Join us very third Sunday of the month
7am – 12noon
Speewah Tavern Carpark
ALL WELCOME
For more information contact
Suzy 4093 0449

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
Air-con Cleaning – filters
and coils, data and phone
outlets, Solar System checks
and panel cleans including
rooftop hot water, general
maintenance. Kuranda local,
phone Peter 0473 020 701
Bowen Therapy &
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply
Healing 0402 804 591,
www.simplyhealing.net.au
Phone for an appointment to
start on the path of healing.
Civil Celebrant – Cheryl
Tonkin. 0407 670 954
Expert clothing
alterations, new garments
and upholstery. No job too
big or small. Over 30 years’
experience. Call Vicki
0400 791 345 or 4093 8976.
Food for Health consult
or free 15-minute health chat
with Sarah Isaacs, online

all your Earthworx needs,
“Call us for a ForDrive
Refurbishment, Site
Clearing, Retainer Walls, Dams
FREE QUOTE”
& much more

COMMUNITY MARKETS
NO KOAH MARKETS JAN & FEB
KOAH MONTHLY MARKETS
1st Saturday of the month – last 2020
market 5 December. Back in March.
8am till noon
• Live Music
• Koah Hall fundraiser Breakkie BBQ
••• Stall spaces available •••
Contact Nicky 0488
961 660 or via Koah
Monthly Markets
Facebook page

naturopath. Find out what food
is best for you. Call
4085 0054 or book online
naturalhealthfocus.com.au
Just Gorgeous wishes you all
the best for the holidays. Thank
you for your support in these
difficult times and wish you all
the very best for 2021.
Kuranda Arts Co-operative
Open 7 days a week 10am–4pm
from 1 December. Closed on
Christmas Day. 20 Coondoo
Street, 4093 9026.
Kuranda Community
Kindergarten has limited
vacancies for 2021, free kindy
available for eligible children.
Phone 4093 8087, email
kcka@westnet.com.au or visit
us at 3 Barron Falls Road to
secure placement.
Linen and cotton dresses,
tops, pants to suit all shapes

and sizes at Just Gorgeous 16
Coondoo Street Kuranda
Massage, relaxation and
therapeutic using essential
oils, with Ortho-Bionomy for
gentle pain-release and body
re-alignment. Contact Sheree
Scott 0421 102 722. Just 4km
from village centre.
Mobile resistance training
at your home. Qualified
experienced personal trainer.
Strengthen bones, muscles
and balance. Shape and tone.
Rehabilitation. Suitable for all
ages. Kiah 0427 094 144
NBN Fibre, Fixed Wireless
and Satellite Internet.
Call local, Speewah based,
NBN experts for fast reliable
NBN with local Aussie based
Support! Call Thomas
07 4222 1111.
Online Pilates Prefer to

Koah Farmers Market is finished
for 2020 due to the end of the
growing season.
Stay tuned for start up in March 2021
NOTE: This is not the Koah Monthly Market

Please contact Sylvia for further details
0409 647 714

exercise from the comfort of
your own home? Kuranda
Pilates Thursday 10.45am
online through Zoom. Includes
free intro lesson for new
clients. Davini 0414 994 123.
Pristine Reef Fish delivered
to your door, KurandaCairns-Mareeba. Whole or
fresh filleted. Kuranda-based.
Like us on Facebook to keep
updated. Licence 4546. Call
Richard 0407 908 375.
Professional knife
sharpening. Heritage
Markets every Saturday call
4093 8382 or 0409 558 027
Resume: In Speewah, Cairns
longest-running resume
writing business — over thirty
years’ experience. Resumes,
Employment Applications, web
text, all forms of copy writing,
editing and proofreading.

Word Factory (Suzy Grinter)
Phone 4093 0449
Tennis anyone? New
players welcome to join our
friendly social tennis group.
Wednesdays and Sundays 5pm
at KRC. Call Gidi 0448 480
200, or just turn up and play.
Yoga in Myola Classes will
restart in February 2021, for
details contact Pat, phone or
text 0499 162 550
30 WORDS MAXIMUM
For sale, lost/found and outdated
entries will be deleted after one
month. Repeat advertisements
will be deleted at the discretion
of the paper. Existing Kuranda
Paper advertisers and community
groups will be prioritised for
repeats depending on available
space. Submit classifieds via
email mail@kurandapaper.com
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YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE
Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

DEFIBRILLATORS

WATER AND SEPTIC

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005
Kuranda Fish Farm 4093 0147

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

SNAKE REMOVAL
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.
Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.
Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs)

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688

LAUNDROMAT
BP Service Station complex
Open 24/7

Tree Roo Rescue
and

Conservation Centre Ltd

We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates,
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.
Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.
Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com
Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au
Visit us on

RECYCLE

ROAD REPORTS

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street

Council EMERGENCY
number for local roads
1300 308 461
Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway
Report an Incident
13 19 40 (24/7)

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs)
volunteer to serve the public
by signing documents that need a
qualified witness.

Justices of the Peace
Robin Anscomb – 0409 046 932
Karen McLaren – 4093 8780 Please phone for an appointment

Join your local SES
HELPFUL FACEBOOK GROUPS
KURANDA RANGE UPDATES (21,000 + members)
On the spot traffic reports, in real time, for the Kuranda Range Road.
KURANDA NOTICE BOARD GROUP (6,000 + members)
Information sharing, discussion, advertising. Open group.
ALL THINGS KURANDA (1,000 + members)
Discussion group for Kuranda district residents only. Some restrictions on sale of items.
SPEEWAH AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS GROUP (1,000 + members)
Information sharing and support. Helpful for real time info on weather, power outages,
community events etc. Some restrictions on listing items for sale (check group rules)
SPEEWAH RESIDENTS (500 + members)
As above but no restrictions on listing items for sale.
KOAH COMMUNITY (1,000 + members)
A group for Koah Community to advise, ask questions, barter, lost/found animals, hazards
etc in Koah area.

HELP GROUPS
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Training every week
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details

0407 144 213

RAINFALL
November 2020
(to 22 November)
30.5mm

Annual total to
22 November: 1543.5mm
Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Emergency Contacts

Community Services

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY
KURANDA LIBRARY and
COUNCIL OFFICE
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: not open
(No Council business on Saturday
or after 4.30pm weekdays)
Kuranda Community Precinct
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

KURANDA TRANSFER
STATION
OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays &
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance		

000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES)

132 500

Ergon Energy –
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies		

131 670

Mareeba Shire Council				

1300 308 461

Poisons Information				

131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information

134 325

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
First Officer Kuranda
Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah
Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda		
Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah
John Thomson 0488 988 481
Davies Creek		
4093 3181
Koah			
4232 5468
Atherton Tablelands
Myola			
4093 7190 to Cairns
Speewah		
0488 988 481
Saturday, Sunday

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880
1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au Route 850
msc.qld.gov.au
Departs Atherton

Monday to Friday

Permits required for ALL fires

and Pub Holidays

6.00am

9.15am

1.00pm

8.00am

1.30pm

Departs Mareeba

6.30am

9.45am

1.30pm

8.30am

2.00pm

Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time Departs Speewah
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information
Departs Kuranda
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds,
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also
Departs rainforest
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe Arrives Cairns
natural disasters and weather events.

6.50am

10.05am

1.50pm

8.50am

2.20pm

*7.15am

10.25am

2.10pm

9.10am

2.40pm

-

10.30am

2.15pm

-

2.45pm

8.50am

11.15am

3.00pm

10.00am

3.30pm

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au
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JOHN'S KURANDA BUS

John 0418
772 Street
953 Mareeba
Byrnes
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Phone: 3036 2070 during office hour

Monday

HIRE FEES
• 1-2hrs $10 • Half day $30 • Full day $60
• Full day and evening
(24 hour block) $110
• $200 refundable bond for one-off
events (if space is left as you found it)

@

@

JUMRUM BAR OPEN
TUESDAY 6.30 PM
Thank you to the Kuranda community for getting behind our first COVID-safe function
for Halloween. “Getting the gang back together” was an evening full of enjoyment with
great fun and music, bubble clouds and terrific costumes. Merry Christmas to you all.

What's On
at Koah Hall
EVERY MONDAY
PILATES with Jaide 5.45-6.45pm
0488 229 700.
EVERY THURSDAY
YOGA evening classes with Tanya
5.30-7pm

www.koahhall.com
koah.hall@gmail.com
Koah Hall
Christmas spirit. Bookings essential,
tickets limited. See Koah Hall website or
Facebook page for details.

DECEMBER KOAH
MARKETS
1st Saturday of the month

THURSDAY 10 December
Mankind Project MEN'S GROUP 7pm.
Open to all men.
Contact Simon 0459 755 553

8am till noon
Saturday 5 December
Come along and help
make it a cracker!

EVERY FRIDAY (during school term)
SALTY CAPTAINS Fish and Chips –
5–8pm (not 25 December or 1 January)
Tonia 0417 606 241

AG M
EIGHT BALL – Tuesday Team Comp
kuranda8ball@gmail.com
KURANDA RANGERS – Training
Thursday 4.30-5.30pm (Mar–Oct)
Adric 0408 096 694
PILATES – Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
5.45pm, Wednesday 9.30am,
Thursday 9am & 5.45pm, Saturday
8.15am
Jaide 0488 229 700 and Davini 0414 994 123
TAI CHI – Monday 6pm Les 4093 8276
WING CHUN KUNG FU –
Wednesday 7.30pm Grant 0414 966 823

NOT I C E

Kuranda 8 Ball
AGM, Break Up & Presentation
12 noon
Saturday 5th December

Licensed venue and commercial kitchen
available for functions, seminars and
activities. Janet 0405 092 957
Proud to be the home of:

YOGA IN THE RAINFOREST –
Wednesday 5.30pm and Sunday
10.30am. Aileen 0419 726 955

• Live Music by
Blue Reid
• Delicious Koah Hall
fundraiser Breakkie BBQ

SATURDAY 28 November
Jingle and Mingle Members Only
Christmas Party. Old and new members
welcome.
Entertainment by Dream BIG! Circus
School, and Fire and Circus show by
Guinness World Record Holder Aerial
Manx, with music by the wonderful Bec
Drollinger. Food, bar, community and

••• Stall spaces available •••
Contact Nicky 0488 961 660
or via Koah Monthly Markets
Facebook page.

**NO MONTHLY MARKET JAN/FEB – BACK IN MARCH!**
DREAM STATE CIRCUS CLASSES
Dream BIG! and Circus Love! Various classes, workshops and trainers,
weekdays during the school term. Bookings essential. Contact Sophie
0409 333 404. Info on www.dreamstatecircus.com workshops page.
Mondays – Adult Circus LOVE! 10.30am–12.30pm
Little Cyclone Circus Class 3.45pm for 6 months to 6 years.
Tuesdays – Dream BIG! Circus 3.45–5pm Age 7 to 9 Show Class 5–6.30pm
by invite only. Prepare to turn your skills into a show ready piece.
Wednesdays – Dream BIG! Circus 3.45–5pm All ages. Junior Aerial Trapeze
and Silks 5–6.30pm Age 8 and up.
Thursdays – Aerial Trapeze and Silks 3.45–5.15pm Age 12 and up.
Little Cyclone Circus Class 3.45pm for 6 months to 6 years.

Check Facebook for more details.

Every Second Monday

Financial Counselling (from UCC) Kuranda
Neighbourhood Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Every Tuesday

Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community
Precinct
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
KMVactive/Bootcamp 6.15–7pm Bartley Park, Kuranda
Kirstin 0497 479 606

Second Tuesday

community
calendar
For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or
the Koah Hall please see details in their columns
above.

Every Monday

Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm
Kuranda Community Precinct
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 4093 7401
Yoga with Katelyn CWA Hall 5:30-6:30pm 0428 865 636

Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054
Emergency Relief Help from Mareeba Community
Support Centre at Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre by
appointment 4093 8933

Every Wednesday

Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm
Kuranda Community Precinct
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. Daryl 4093 9421
or Richard 4093 0457

Third Wednesday

Craft and Social Morning 9am Kuranda QCWA Hall.
Carol 4093 7187 or Sandra 0447 737 415

Every Thursday

Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community
Precinct

Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood
Centre by appointment 4093 8933
Kuranda Rangers soccer training 4.30–5.30pm.
Adric 0408 096 694

Every Friday

Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm
Kuranda Community Precinct.
KMVactive/Bootcamp 6.15–7pm Bartley Park, Kuranda
Kirstin 0497 479 606

Every SaturDAY

Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for
details or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 2–5pm. Call Daryl 4093 9421 or
Richard 4093 0457
Koah Farmers Market – 9–10.30am
Contact Sal 0421 710 474

Third Saturday

Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701

Every Sunday

Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30am 1300 222 222

third Sunday

Speewah Markets 7am–12noon. Speewah Tavern
carpark. Suzy 4093 0449
Contributors please advise of any changes via email
mail@kurandapaper.com

