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Seeking Expressions of Interest from Kuranda Businesses

A small, informal meeting of nine local business owners was held in Kuranda on Wednesday 
20 May to discuss the future of Kuranda as a visitor destination and to investigate the 
possibility of forming a united business group to lobby Local and State government, including 
for grants and other funding, to promote local business and the destination of Kuranda as a 
whole.

This new group aims be inclusive of all Kuranda businesses who wish to be involved, and 
would welcome sole traders, stall holders and certified health and well-being practitioners as 
Kuranda as a community moves forward to bring life back into the streets, shops and markets 
of our town.

Once expressions of interest are received and a database created for communication 
purposes, a meeting date will be set to form a Kuranda-based representative business group 
and vote for a new committee as required. The final group name and organisational structure 
will be set by members. 

It was acknowledged that the current economic and social challenges Kuranda businesses 
are facing require that all endeavour to come together in a cohesive, informed and respectful 
business-orientated group to give Kuranda the future it deserves. The group will provide 
support and strength, business to business, as the local economy adjusts to the effects of 
COVID-19. 

Once the group is formed and established, options for an online presence and scheduling 
of regular meetings will be explored.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: 
Expressions of interest should to be emailed to kurandabusinesseoe@gmail.com with 

details of: business name, trading name, owner’s name and contact details, ABN plus any 
other information businesses may wish to supply. 
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Some light at the 
end of the tunnel...

BUY LOCAL — SUPPORT OUR KURANDA BUSINESSES

Mother’s Day weekend in Kuranda brought much needed street life back into the village. It 
offered businesses the opportunity to open up and welcome customers following the easing 
of restrictions for non-essential shopping and public gathering. 

Some businesses are now opening with lesser hours or on fewer days than usual but are 
settling into a transition which they hope locals and visitors will support and in doing so 
help keep the doors open. Others are open by appointment, online and some even offer free 
delivery. 

The markets, at time of going to print, are opening on weekends though perhaps not every 
stall. Food stalls and cafes within the markets and in the village are now almost all open most 
days, some still only offering takeaways but some offering dine in opportunities within the 
current restrictions. 

The best way to gauge what’s on offer is to visit your favourite eatery or shop. Your 
custom will be most appreciated. Kuranda businesses for the most part have been doing it 
pretty tough. But there is a growing sense that restrictions should continue to ease and life is 
returning to not-normal but more-normal. Some businesses have remodeled, repainted and 
revived premises during downtime. Please support our local businesses whenever you can. 
We build our local economy, create and keep jobs for locals with our spending choices.

Our masthead this month is created from an image courtesy of the State Library of 
Queensland. In a tradition, which goes back to the 1830s, it has been hand-coloured, not 
through oil, ink, dye or pencil but rather digitally applied, a modern take on an old technique. 

At the time this photograph was taken, in 1892, the railway line from Cairns had reached 
Kuranda a year earlier. It was an incredible feat of engineering which took four years to 
complete. Soon all the makeshift shops and 25 of the licenced hotels along the line would 
close forever, and the township of Kuranda would become both a strategic railhead and 
a destination in its own right, as its beauty and character became known nationally, then 
internationally. The rail trip and the little town at the end of it became famous and at one 
point was known as “The Niagara Falls” of Australia, a honeymoon and health haven.

Since that time, Kuranda has experienced many challenges including the 1920 cyclone, 
which damaged every building in town, knocking several right off their stumps. There was 
the First World War, Spanish flu, The Great Depression, the Second World War (which 
brought about the construction of the Range Road), floods, more cyclones, smallpox, 
dengue and influenza outbreaks, a recession or two and then the Australian Pilots' Strike of 
1989—a national emergency was declared at that time too, and impacts were so severe many 
businesses were forced to close, including in Kuranda. Yet each time this town has come back. 
And will again. 

Although the impacts of restrictions on travel, especially international, are not something 
we can escape at this time, all that has attracted visitors for over 100 years remains. The natural 
beauty, the history and culture, the skills and talents of our community, the infrastructure 
built up over decades and all the people who live, love and work here and are determined that 
this will just be another challenge we overcome. 

Just a reminder as you read this edition, which marks the end of our 28th year of 
uninterrupted publication and the start of our 29th—please be aware that the situation 
regarding the way businesses, community groups, sporting groups etc operate should be 
subject to change during June. Most especially from 12 June when the second round of 
planned easing of restrictions is due to be implemented. So please contact advertisers or 
groups directly for the latest arrangements and more information. 

Kuranda Traders Association 

Seren Starlight and Sanae at the Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets. 
Photo: Amber Moon, Kuranda Dreadlocks and Art Emporium

We hear it all the time – buy local, but how many of us actually do? At The Kuranda Paper we will feature a business each month to help 
promote their services and products. Now more than ever we need to support our local small businesses. Kuranda has many stores and 
businesses—they are all struggling. Think about buying a local product next time you need to purchase a gift. Or eat a meal in the village for 
lunch, dinner or takeaway, engage a local tradie or other service. If we all do this often, it may just save our businesses. Every little bit helps.
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LETTERS
Please keep letters to 
under 250 words. All 
letters are subject to 
editing. Anonymous 
letters or those of 
doubtful origin may not 
be published. Correct 
name, address and 
phone numbers are to 
be submitted with your 
letter.

07 4093 8942

mail@kurandapaper.com 

Shop 2, The Red House Arcade,  
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda 

PO Box 66, Kuranda Q 4881

kurandapaper.com

The Kuranda Paper

Printed by North Queensland 
Newspapers, Townsville

Circulation: 3,600 Cost: FREE

Please direct all contributions and 
advertising via email to 
mail@kurandapaper.com
Conditions apply. All articles submitted 
will be printed at the discretion of 
the Management Committee and 
Production Team and may be subject  
to editorial changes.

The Management Committee of 
The Kuranda Media Association Inc. 
(KMA) does not accept responsibility 
for financial, health or other claims 
published in The Kuranda Paper. Factual 
errors in material submitted are the 
responsibility of the contributor. 
All submissions received, including 
photographs, are deemed to be 
authorised for publication by the 
contributor.

The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is 
a not-for-profit voluntary association 
est.1991. Advertising revenue from The 
Kuranda Paper enables us to provide this 
community resource, which supports 
local community groups and projects. 
Our stated objectives are to provide 
a means of open communication in 
order to foster the spirit of community 
involvement and reflect the aspirations 
of the residents of the Kuranda area.

Note: Views expressed in The Kuranda 
Paper, including letters, do not 
necessarily reflect the views held by the 
KMA Management Committee. 

KMA Management Committee 2020 
President: Michelle Murray-Beckman 
Vice President: Nettie O’Connell 
Treasurer: Gayle Hannah 
Member's Representative: Toni Rogers 

Paper Production this edition: Nettie 
O Design (layout and design), Gayle 
Hannah, Toni Rogers, Sue MacArthur 
and Garth Owen (proofreading). Thanks 
to all our volunteers including our 
paper folders. Thanks to all contributors, 
advertisers and distributors. Tech 
support by Cairns Computer Support, 
Speewah.

July Edition 322/2020
All copy and advertisements  

due by 10am
Thursday 18 June 2020

Paper published
Thursday 25 June 2020

Management is not responsible for  
any copy missing deadline.

Advertisers

All artwork, images and logos to be 
supplied in high resolution (300dpi), 
CMYK colour mode, and in the correct 
size (see left for advertisement sizes).

Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.

In-house design services are available for 
an additional fee. 

Advertisements booked for 3 months and 
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10% 
discount. 

Advertisement sizes and rates 

[width x height in mm]

A – 262x380 (full page) $633
B – 174x380 (dominant) $435
C – 129x380 (1/2 page vertical) $341
D – 262x188 (1/2 page horiz) $341
E – 85x380 (1/3 page vertical) $242
F – 129x188 (1/4 page) $184
G – 262x124 (large strip) $242
H – 262x60 (small strip) $134
I – 129x124   $134
J – 85x188   $134
K – 85x124  $ 94
L – 85x60 (business card) $ 52

DEADLINES

Stockists of The Kuranda Paper

PLEASE NOTE THIS EDITION WE ARE ONLY SERVICING 
KURANDA AND DISTRICT and Collins Booksellers at 
Smithfield. Our usual print run is 5,100. A free copy is 
delivered to every postal box and street mail delivery in 
the Kuranda district (postcode 4881). If you don’t receive 
a copy please contact the Kuranda Post Office. 

The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed 
online at kurandapaper.com, along with some back 
issues. In addition you can pick up a hard copy of  THIS 
EDITION The Kuranda Paper at the following outlets:

Cover masthead
Our masthead this month 
is an historic image of the 
Kuranda railway entitled 
"View of the Kuranda 
Scenic Railway from the 
railway tunnel entrance, 
Queensland, ca. 1892" 
Photographer unknown. 
The image has been 
digitally coloured using 
a paint brush and colour 
overlays in Photoshop.
Photo with courtesy 
and permission of State 
Library of Queensland.

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café 
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob 
Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo St),  
Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St),  Kuranda Foodworks 
(Thongon St), BP Service Station (Rob Veivers Dr).

SPEEWAH: Speewah Service Station & Convenience 
Store
KOAH: Koah Service Station
SMITHFIELD: Collins Booksellers (Smithfield Shopping 
Centre)

COVID-19 has impacted the 
volunteering sector substantially, 
with almost two thirds of volunteers 
estimated to have stopped 
volunteering between February 

and April 2020. Researchers estimate that this reduction in volunteering 
is equivalent to 12.2 million hours per week.

Volunteering Australia CEO Adrienne Picone said, “It is important to 
recognise the role that volunteering plays in people’s lives, with the report 
showing that those who continued to volunteer had a significantly and 
substantially smaller decline in life satisfaction and psychological distress 
than those who stopped or who never volunteered in the first place. This 
suggests that maintaining volunteering activity appears to be a very 
important protective factor.

“Overall, these findings are significant in showing the impact that 

the COVID-19 situation has on volunteers. The scale of the cessation of 
volunteering reinforces the challenge ahead in reinvigorating volunteering 
in the future. The findings also emphasise the incredible power of the 
volunteer workforce and its contribution to the economic and social 
wellbeing of Australia. The nation needs these volunteers back supporting 
their communities.”

Volunteers work tirelessly to support our communities. It is important 
to say thanks for the enormous contribution they make each and every day 
and recognise their commitment. The Kuranda Paper would like to thank 
ALL the volunteers of Kuranda and district for your time and generosity 
of spirit. 

A special thank you to our own volunteers in production, proof reading, 
paper folding and local distribution of The Kuranda Paper, and those in 
management of the Kuranda Media Association. We literally couldn’t do 
it without you. 
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 Hoping To See You On Weekends

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA  •  4093 7508
www.justgorgeous.net.au
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How long have you been in business in Kuranda?
The Honey House is one of the oldest businesses in Kuranda and we are now in our 61st 

year having celebrated our 60th anniversary in 2019. I worked on a casual basis for the 
original owners, Jim and Olive Mealing, for seven years from 2000. I then managed the store 
from 2006 for Malcolm McLeod. In January 2007 I bought the business off Malcolm.

How did you come to be in Kuranda?
I was born in Sydney, but grew up in Brisbane. I came to Kuranda in 1992 to work as the 

Operations Manager for the Kuranda Rainforest Resort. I've lived here for nearly 30 years 
and wouldn't live anywhere else.

What do you enjoy about running your Kuranda business?
Without a doubt, interacting with the wide range of people from all over the world 

who walk through our doors. I love to share my knowledge of bees and honey with them, 
particularly all the amazing health benefits that our raw honey provides. 

What community endeavours are you involved in?
Over the years I've been involved with a number of groups including the Amphitheatre, 

Tourism Kuranda, but more recently the Kuranda District State College. I work with the 
Sustainability students and demonstrate beekeeping. I'm often the first point of contact for 
the community for all things bees!

How have you found the challenge of COVID-19 and what are you doing 
differently?

Well, it's been interesting to keep a business going without a shop front! We've been 
operating from home and moved all of the stock there. It feels a little like forced long-service 
leave...but our gardens are looking great! We are utilising social media to reach our current 
and new customers, and have been offering free Friday deliveries in the area. We've always 
sold our products online and our website has been an essential tool in allowing sales for our 
customers further afield. 

I'd like to say a huge thank you to our local customers who have continued to support us 
through this time—we are eternally grateful and we wouldn't be here without you.

and Trish Green

LOCAL BUSINESS PROFILE
15 minutes with Honey House Kuranda

As part of the Kuranda revitalisation project, on 20 May, 
Council endorsed the fabrication and delivery of pedestrian 
wayfinding signage for Kuranda. Mayor Angela Toppin 
said the new signage will be a welcome addition as tourists 
gradually return to the region post COVID-19.

“The signs will provide an enhanced Village in the 
Rainforest tourist experience,” Cr Toppin said.

“Extensive consultation was carried out seeking 
submissions and comment from the Kuranda community 
with a view to implementing a signage style and design 
consistent with existing Kuranda branding.

“A final concept was presented to Council, and we look 
forward to seeing the project get underway,” Cr Toppin said.

The new directional signs will be made from durable 
powder-coated aluminium with a natural wood-grain finish 
in keeping with the aesthetic intent. The Kuranda Pedestrian 
Wayfinding Signage Project is funded through the Kuranda 
Infrastructure Program, in consultation with the Kuranda 
Infrastructure Advisory Committee (KIAC), which receives 
its funds from the Kuranda Scenic Rail and Skyrail.

WAYFINDING SIGNS

Above: Out and about at Sprout, morning coffee and company under the fig tree. 
Photo: Gayle Hannah

Left: Kuranda kids enjoying ice-creams from Cafe Kuranda, Therwine Street as 
Kuranda Village starts to reopen for business.
Photo: Carlie Irons

Photo: Nettie O'Connell
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www.discountdrugstores.com.au

Kuranda Discount Drug Store
16 Thongon Street, Kuranda, QLD, 4881

Phone: (07) 40937480
Email: Kuranda@discountdrugstores.com.au

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday
8:30am - 3:00pm

Sunday
CLOSED

Public Holiday
10:00am - 2:00pm

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Medication Management Program

Medication Packing (EasyMed)
Instore Medication Reviews
Home Medication Reviews
Blood Pressure Monitoring

Health Clinics
NDSS Access Point

Items of interest from Council’s ordinary meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2020.

TOURISM KURANDA

As part of the budget planning process, Council is reviewing all rates and charges, including 
the Special Rate that funds the destination marketing for Kuranda, the Tourism Kuranda 
(TK) Program.

Over the last 12 months, Council has received numerous requests to review the TK levy 
with a view to stopping it. As a result, Council recently consulted with affected levy payers 
and based on the feedback the levy and the subsequent marketing of Kuranda as a destination 
will cease.

Mayor Angela Toppin said the feedback received clearly indicated that two thirds of levy 
payers did not want to continue paying the levy.

“Council considered the feedback received and several options to keep Kuranda Tourism 
going, however it was evident by the results that property owners did not see the value of 
Tourism Kuranda,” Cr Toppin said.

“This is unfortunate as the marketing of Kuranda as a destination is important.
If the commercial property owners in Kuranda do not want to pay the levy, we cannot 

expect other ratepayers in the Shire to fund the promotion of Kuranda.”
Mayor Toppin said Council will use the remaining funds collected by the levy to promote 

Kuranda. “This is especially important given the impact COVID-19 is having on tourism in 
Kuranda,” Cr Toppin said.

“Council is happy to revisit this in the future if the commercial property owners in Kuranda 
change their minds and ask us to.”

KURANDA CAPITAL WORKS

Barron Falls Walking Trail: A new visitor experience is coming to Kuranda! The Barron 
Falls Walking Trail Project commenced last week with a Welcome to Country ceremony. 
The project was identified as part of the Kuranda Township Infrastructure Master Plan 
2010-2020 (KTIMP10-20) and is funded through levies paid by Kuranda Scenic Rail and 
Skyrail to the Queensland Government under the Kuranda Infrastructure Program (KIP). 
This program has afforded Council the opportunity to undertake numerous improvements 
and enhancements that maintain the character of Kuranda and conserve the natural 
environment while providing the necessary infrastructure to cater for the needs of increased 
visitor numbers. The Barron Falls Walking Trail comprises of two parts:

Stage 1: A link trail from the Kuranda Jungle Walk to the end of Weir Road
Stage 2: A link through Barron Gorge National Park from the end of Weir Road to the 
Barron Falls car park area.
The Trails are scheduled to be open by the end of the year, weather permitting.

Works for Queensland
On the 15 May, I joined Angela Toppin, Mayor Mareeba Shire Council, to announce the 
completion of a new look Gregory Terrace Park in Kuranda. The improvements were made 
possible with $70,000 from the Queensland Government’s hugely successful Works for 
Queensland program. The Mareeba Shire Council has received $11.24 million across the 
first three rounds of the program, which has supported 417 jobs so far. Small shovel-ready 
projects are essential right now to ensure we can keep the construction economy running.

Small Business Grants
It has been a tough year for businesses in Kuranda who rely on tourism. I recognise that 
many small businesses are hurting. As part of Queensland’s Economic Recovery Strategy, 
the Palaszczuk Government will deliver $100 million in grants and training to help support 
small business.

This week we announced the Small Business COVID-19 Adaption Grant. This grant 
will help pay for financial, legal, or other professional advice, marketing, communications 
activities and digital or technology strategy development. It can also be used to buy specialised 
digital equipment or business-specific software to help move the business online.

Apply and check eligibility: www.business.qld.gov.au

Social Distancing
As of 23 May, there was one known active case of COVID-19 in Cairns. However, the 
keyword is “known” cases. Please keep maintaining social distancing and if you feel sick 
please get tested.

Social Distancing

A meeting was held recently 
with Mareeba Shire Council 
Mayor Angela Toppin, 
MSC Cr Lenore Wyatt, 
Craig Crawford, Member 
for Barron River and 
Toni Rogers representing 
the Kuranda Arts Co-op. 
This group met in the 
children’s playground at 
Gregory Terrace Park. The 
participants were very 
conscious of the rules for 
Social Distancing.

Crawford's Corner Craig Crawford – Member for Barron River

Phone – (07) 4229 0100
Email – barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au
Social Media – @CraigCrawfordMP

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL COVID-19 RESPONSE

On 20 May, Mareeba Shire Council announced a response package following the economic 
impact Coronavirus has had on the Shire. Council has adopted a range of initiatives to help 
re-boot the local economy.

“While the full impact of COVID-19 will not be known for some time, Council has 
responded to the pandemic with an assistance package of up to $1.1 million,” Mareeba Shire 
Mayor Angela Toppin said. 

“Council recognises that due to Coronavirus and the restrictions imposed by the Federal 
and State Governments to minimise the spread, the virus has caused financial hardship for 
many residents, business owners and clubs across our Shire.

“The measures will hopefully provide short-term relief for residents, sporting clubs, 
community organisations and business owners,” Cr Toppin said.
The COVID-19 response package includes:

• Rate remission for Council approved not-for-profit community, recreation and sporting 
groups based on the level of commerciality of the group

• Rent relief for the Mareeba Leagues Club until such time restrictions are lifted and the 
Club can resume trading

• Extended payment arrangements for ratepayers
• Reduction of interest rate for overdue rates for those suffering financial hardship
• Legal action for overdue rates suspended
• Deferred repayments of existing community loans
• Food licenses extended at no charge until 30 September 2020
• Goods on footpaths permits extended at no charge until 30 September 2020
• Aged Housing rent increases deferred until September 2020
• Consideration of a possible COVID-19 rebate for general rates in forthcoming budget
• Council wage freeze

“I know that many people in the community are doing it tough and we are not out of the 
woods yet,” Cr Toppin said. 

“Council is limited to the level of financial assistance it can offer; however, we are making 
allowances wherever possible to ease the financial burden on ratepayers.”

Further considerations will be made as part of the 2020–21 budget.

Photos: Barron River Electorate Office
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The Kuranda Amphitheatre is an iconic venue and in 2021 is coming up to its 40th anniversary 
since its incorporation. The Amphitheatre looks forward to making next year a great one. 

The venue is hanging in there, in hope that we get a concert booking in 2021. Let’s cross our 
fingers!

For the next little while: 

Although the Amphitheatre is not open as such for functions or hire, the grounds, repairs and 
maintenance still need doing. With that in mind, some volunteers and Committee are still 
going into the venue to work with kids in tow. 

There is gardening, mulching, mowing, cleaning, paths and more still happening. We are 
keeping very busy. If you would like to help please get in contact! If you are great with 
carpentry repairs we would love to hear from you.

We would like to thank TRACQS for their continued support and especially Adric Rusch, Ian 
Tranby and other supervisors who are continuing with some projects within the venue. It is 
great to see the venue still active.

Membership fees for 2020 can still be paid. If you would like to email us, we can 
send you a membership form and you can pay online. 

It is still very important that memberships stay current for the status of the Amphitheatre to 
remain. The KAS Management Committee hopes you can help with this. These membership 
monies do help to keep up with bills that still keep coming in regardless of whether the 
Amphitheatre is open or not.

As we are unable to have General Meetings at this stage, the Committee will continue to make 
any decisions necessary to maintain ongoing business. 

www.kurandaamphitheatre.org 
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

Every Wednesday 4–6pm  
Pre-order & Pick up only 

by Beatrice Sam and Liza Dewey
food service

Contact Liza & Beatrice 
on 0477 776 607

Weekly menu on 
Amphitheatre  

Facebook page.

Take Home & Heat

Above: Daniel Sam and Scotty Sam. Scotty is our 'Main Man' in the gardens at the moment keeping 
the grounds under control.
Below: Our Treasurer Beatrice Sam, Nasoni, Daniel, Tia and Amaru Bonner. The kids have been 
regular helpers at the Amphitheatre throughout this time...in training and learning all about the 
Amph—and making mess.
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The view from here... by Michelle Murray-Beckman

Vibrant communities depend on the dedication and effort of those members 
who are active within them and although Kuranda has a population 
of only 4,633 we are fortunate that there are many residents who 
contribute to making Kuranda the very special place that we all 
call home.

Beverly Henderson has a rich history of activity in 
Kuranda and she has worn a number of hats since moving 
here in 1974. She is an energetic ideas woman. We meet 
for afternoon tea at her house in Myola where the 
rainforest has regenerated and tall trees and palms 
drip with the late rain that we have been having 
recently.

Beverly begins her story as we cut the still 
warm tea cake and pour our tea. She was born in 
New Zealand and like many adventurous young 
Antipodeans left the southern hemisphere to 
explore the world. She spent three or four years in 
London and Madrid and ended up in Sydney where 
she met her artist husband Allan, who was teaching 
at his own Art School.

Beverly, Allan and their two daughters later made 
the move north to Yorkeys Knob, Cairns in 1965. After 
a brief time in Port Douglas where Allan held workshops 
in adult education and Beverly ran a kindergarten, 
the family moved back to Yorkeys Knob and she took a 
position at Saint Augustine’s teaching English, History and 
Bookkeeping – a subject that was as new to Beverly as it was to 
the students! 

Testament to Beverly’s commitment to deliver quality learning 
outcomes, she taught herself the next day’s lesson the night before and as a 
result, every student in her Year 10 class passed their exams with flying colours. 

Beverly spent seven years teaching at Saint Augustine’s and during that time she and Allan 
built their first home at the Knob. They bought their land for £100. At that time, the roads 
were all sand and there were no services. Beverly recalls that when the water was connected 
it came from Stoney Creek and was just lovely. 

During their time living at the Knob, Beverly and Allan started a weekend nursery. They 
used prune tins collected from the Saint Augustine’s kitchen. Lots and lots of prune tins. 
She makes the observation that the boarders must have been very regular! Beverly describes 
Allan standing under the window of the kitchen whilst the tins were dropped out for him to 
catch. They were re-purposed to plant the seedlings in. As a result, the nursery was named 
the “Tin Pot Nursery”.

The nursery was a great success, and then a friend told Allan about 21 acres for sale in 
Kuranda for the princely sum of $4,000. Beverley tells me that the land was previously a dairy 
farm with some wattle regrowth, but quite clear of trees except for an area of virgin rainforest 
down by the creek. They bought the land but did not relocate straight away, allowing Allan to 
start building their house. 

Serendipitously, it was around this time that Beverly started relief teaching at the Kuranda 
School and in 1974 the family made the final move to Myola. She stayed on as a “temporary” 
teacher for ten years before being encouraged to become a permanent member of staff, a 
period which lasted for the next 24 years. 

True to Beverly’s diligent nature, she spent two years as a local class reliever which gave 
her the opportunity to get to know all the children across all of the grades. Although Australia 
has a national literacy rate of 99%, Beverly tells me of a student in Grade 5/6 who could not 
read at all, and another in Grade 3 in the same position. She described the adaptive behaviour 
of the children which kept them from being “found out” and the protective nature of the 
students’ friends who would do the work for them. 

Initially trained as a teacher and speech therapist in New Zealand, Beverly had a special 
interest and skills in diagnosing and treating perceptual deficits causing reading problems, 
particularly with children showing a marked difference between their math and science 
skills as opposed to their reading ability. She specialised in teaching Grades 1,2, and 3 where 

Portrait photo provided by Beverly Henderson

foundation reading and writing skills are developed and embedded. 
In response to what she discovered, along with the Learning 
Support teacher, Nicola House, they developed a program for 

children who had a disjoint between their inherent ability and 
learning to read. The program was partly physical, partly card 

games combined with visual and auditory discrimination. 
This care and commitment to successful outcomes for 

Kuranda students demonstrates Beverly and Nicola’s 
high level of service to the community.

Whilst teaching and developing specialised 
programs for students, Beverley and her fellow 
teacher Margaret May did volunteer work in 
community basketball, netball, and initiated a 
Kuranda branch of “Rural Youth”. 

During our conversation Beverly often returns 
to make the point that there were many Kuranda 
residents who contributed to the local school and 
the community at large. She cites examples of them 
helping out others either as acts of service or in more 
financial ways. She paints a picture of a small and 

tight knit community that looked out for each other. 
I would like to think of Kuranda as having the same 

character now.
All the while, the family was camping on site whilst 

Allan built their house. Back in the early days, they had no 
electricity and like many other new settlers, they relied on a 

kerosene fridge and lamps and rainwater tanks. When I visit 
now, the house is nestled in the trees, and where once was scattered 

regrowth of mostly wattle, over the last 46 years the rainforest regrowth 
and concerted plantings by Beverly have returned the land to a lush jungle. 

Our conversation timeline has brought us to 1983 and the next chapter – The 
Kuranda Ice Cream Cart. The idea came from a conversation between Beverly and Joan 
Dods. Joan was “itching to do something else” after stepping back from volunteer work for 
the Kuranda Amphitheatre and Beverly, ever the ideas woman, saw a gap in the market for 
providing ice-cream to the visitors who came up on the train. She remembers as a child 
visiting Rush Munro’s Ice Cream Garden in Hastings, New Zealand and wanted to create a 
unique ice-cream experience. 

Joan’s husband Robin and Beverly’s husband Allan designed a Chinoiserie style pavilion 
on the bed of a box trailer. Robin and his daughter copied a fretwork pattern from a book and 
created the side panels of the cart. Allan crafted the decorative copper top. 

The recipes came from a book written by a fellow ice-cream entrepreneur in San Francisco 
who went to Mexico to source ice-cream churns and recipes. The recipes worked a treat using 
only fresh full cream milk, whole egg and sugar. The ingredients all went into a vitamiser with 
naturally ripened and locally sourced fresh tropical fruit. The sugar came from the Mossman 
Mill and the ginger in syrup was sourced from Buderim. Beverley made the ice-cream during 
the week after school and Joan manned the ice-cream cart.

It was truly a local enterprise. Peter Thompson aka Peter Potter made a bowl for washing 
hands and the first day saw free ice-cream for locals served by Joan Dods. The cart was a great 
success with locals and tourists alike. The cart was located opposite the Information Centre 
and Beverley remembers when a queue ran around the corner and continued down the road 
– she laughs when she says, “people wouldn’t have known what they were queuing for!”, but 
I’m sure word had spread as Beverly also recounts the occasion when an American tourist 
ordered and ate six ice-creams.

I asked Beverly to share a highlight and she shares with me a time when two ladies from 
New Zealand were happily eating their ice-cream and chatting. Beverly overheard one say to 
the other “this reminds me of Rush Munro’s ice-cream”. High praise indeed!

The ice-cream cart is still in operation today, thirty seven years later, proving that not 
only is Beverly Henderson a valued member of our community as a result of her contribution 
to the education and wellbeing of our Kuranda youth, but equally, an ideas woman!

Left: Allan and Beverly enjoying the perks of co-ownership, testing the 
product, Coondoo Street (parked outside what is now the Red House) c. 1985.

Above: Locals at The Kuranda Ice Cream Cart sampling party, Coondoo 
Street c. 1985.
Photos: Courtesy of the Dods family
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Above: CWA Hall, Kuranda. Corner of Thongon 
Street, built in 1940 on Reserve Health land and 
held under the control of QCWA.

Right: Mrs Grace Veivers, a Foundation Member 
of Kuranda CWA, initiated in 1937. Mrs Veivers, 
seen here holding Aimee McCorry, attended the 
50th year anniversary celebrations in 1987.

83 year celebrations at CWA

KURANDA 
BRANCH
20 Thongon Street

Celebrating 83 years in Kuranda!

This year CWA is 83 years old in Kuranda. Established as a branch in November 1937, the 
local hall was completed in 1940. Queensland CWA will be celebrating its centenary in 2022.

So it is time for a challenge! Kuranda CWA would like to collate your memories and 
experiences for posterity. For those who have ever used the CWA Hall – what are your 
memories?

Memory joggers. Some of the Hall users over the last 30 years include: library, Blue 
Care Respite, Diabetes Clinic, yoga, line dancing, ballet (Ms Fox), quiz nights, Neighbourhood 
Centre, fundraisers, church groups, Mareeba Shire Council and many more.

Wanted. Good quality photos with names, dates, activity, information and contact 
details.

Please email your submissions to qcwakurandabranch1@gmail.com

From The Cairns Post 1941

“Kuranda CWA: In honour of the visit of Mrs. Farmer, QCWA State President, members 
arranged an informal dinner at Fitzpatrick’s Hotel on Friday night. After dinner the party 
adjourned to the C.W.A. hall, where Mrs. Farmer met members unable to attend the dinner.

Mrs. Sherrin welcomed Mrs. Farmer and briefly outlined the activities of 
the Kuranda branch, and also the building of the hall, which was completed before the third 
birthday of the branch.

Mrs. Farmer spoke of practically every activity of the Q.C.W-A. and congratulated 
members on the work achieved by the branch. The usual Friday night euchre party then took 
place, followed by a dainty supper. Mrs. Chown and Mr. Andrews were the winners of the 
euchre trophies.”

Coronavirus update and return to business
Kuranda CWA will be welcoming non-contact sport and activity groups 
back into the Hall in early July. The expectation is that all will follow safe 
COVID-19 practices. 

Keep up to date with Queensland Taekwon-Do Academy via their 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/itfnq

Tales from the crypt
Shed

Men’s Shed Goes Online to Combat Social Isolation During COVID-19 Crisis

The Australian Men’s Shed Association (AMSA) has launched The AMSA Shed Online to help 
Shedders stay connected as Australians are being encouraged to stay at home.

“Men’s Sheds are an effective initiative because they connect people who would otherwise 
be socially isolated on a daily basis,” said AMSA Executive Officer David Helmers. “Australians 
are becoming more and more physically isolated amidst the current coronavirus emergency – 
right now we need to find ways to maintain our social connections,” he said.

The spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) has forced the closure of Men’s Sheds around 
the globe. When it comes to older Australians, the influence of social connectedness, or lack 
thereof, on mortality is comparable to well-known risk factors such as smoking and excessive 
alcohol consumption.

The goal of The AMSA Shed Online is to facilitate an online space where people 
can connect in the same way they do at the shed – over a cuppa and a laugh. “The sheds 
themselves may be temporarily closed as part of the response to COVID-19 but the mission of 
helping people stay connected does not change,” said AMSA Patron His Excellency General 

Kuranda Men's Shed currently closed.
Contact: Daryl Douglass 4093 9421 or 

Richard Clews 4093 0457

Kuranda Men’s Shed

the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd). “Staying in touch and connected has never 
been more important.”

The original online shed platform, ‘The Shed Online’, was developed as a collaboration 
between AMSA and Beyond Blue in 2012. The platform attracted huge participation but was 
closed down due to lack of funding. “We have used the original online shed platform as an 
inspiration to create a simple online space for Australian men to stay connected – as they 
would in a shed – at a time when community connection is increasingly difficult, but still 
vitally important to our health and wellbeing,” said Mr Helmers.

This program is being launched globally in partnership with the Irish Men’s Shed 
Association and the International Men's Shed Organisation. “We hope to create a global 
social community where men can talk and share their experiences,” said Mr Helmers. AMSA 
is encouraging anyone with an interest to participate in conversations and make meaningful 
connections on the new platform. “Whilst The AMSA Shed Online has been built with the 
Men’s Shed community in mind, we invite anyone with an interest to join the conversation.”

www.mensshed.org/theshedonline
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bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

email  cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com 

tel  0428643117 

facebook Ceti bath shop 

You may still shop by... 

bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

Shop 4/25 Coondoo St 

tel  0428643117 

email  cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com 

facebook Ceti bath shop 

now OPEN Saturday&Sunday10am–2pm 

bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

Shop 4/25 Coondoo St 

tel  0428643117 

email  cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com 

facebook Ceti bath shop 

now OPEN Saturday&Sunday10am–2pm 

bath shop

Shop 4/25 Coondoo St
tel  0428 643 117

email  cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com

Now OPEN Saturday & Sunday 10am-2pm

facebook  Ceti Bath Shop

simply healing

 
Eat right. Right now. For you.

www.simplyhealing.net.au

0402 804 591

personalised nutrition 
for weight loss

M E M B E R  O F  T H E
A U S T R A L I A N  D O U L A  C O L L E G E

Rebecca Nind
End of Life Doula

0407 716 721
sarnind@bigpond.com

KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • Ph: 4093 7118

“Professional Care in Your Community”

Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…
Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery – Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)
Dr Hal Hancock – Fridays 9.00am–5.00pm

Dr Veerendra Sinha (specialises in skin cancers and excisions) – Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Agufana Pepela all day Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (am), outreach every second Monday

Dr Yvonne Doveren (Outreach Clinics every Monday fortnight)
Dr Steve Salleras Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm

GP locum Dr Travis Moran 3 days week until end of March when Dr Jimmy Stewart returns 
GP Registrar Dr Preston Cardelli until 31 July

Anyone popped their favourite jeans on of late? COVID seems to have caused a lot of clothes to shrink! Viral shrinkage is 
contagious in a wardrobe! Before you know it only your comfy, old tracky dacks fit. While social distancing seems to be 
keeping us COVID-19 free, our waists are increasing along with our Netflix viewing. 

We’ve had our fun, eaten our Easter treats, drunk the bar dry and now we need to leave the house. What can we do? 
There’s no quick fix but all is not lost. You took some time out and now is your chance to start fresh. You don’t need to beat 
yourself up because the world got hit by a pandemic and you got stuck in your home. It’s ok. It’s been really tough! So what, 
you ate a bit of extra chocolate and carb loaded three meals a day. I’m not being funny here at all! Cut yourself some slack 
because it was hard…it is hard, but you can turn the boat around. 

Here are some starter tips.

Drink water: this seems like a no brainer for us in FNQ, but you’d be surprised at how much you actually need to drink. 
The average person needs a minimum of 35ml per kilo of body weight. For example, if you weigh 75kg then you should be 
drinking 2.6L spread out over the day. Every cell in our body needs water to function and plenty of it if you want cells to 
function optimally. A surprising effect is weight loss! Water flushes out the toxins making you bloated, prevents fluid retention 
and helps us burn fat! Yep. You read right. Without sufficient water we can’t metabolise stored fats or carbohydrates. Go grab 
a bottle of your finest water and get drinking! 

No snacking: as a veteran grazer I can honestly say it does you no favours. Give your body time to digest and for insulin 
levels to go back to normal. If you strike a good balance of food in your meals you can keep energy levels even and avoid the 
rollercoaster of peaking and troughing energy levels that lead to cravings. Aim for 5-6 hours between meals and about 12 
hours overnight. No need to go crazy!

Portion size: this is huge (pun intended)! Plate sizes are bigger than ever and our portions have increased to fill them. 
Use raw foods to measure an average portion. These are just guides as we’re a diverse bunch. A palm size of protein (meat, 
cooked pulses, roughly two eggs etc), two to three good handfuls of vegetables and on occasion, say once a day, a handful 
of something starchy (rice, pasta, potatoes, bread etc). Why only the occasionally starch? Because they also spike our blood 
sugar levels. They are good cheap fillers but that’s about it these days. They are mostly processed until there’s no fibre or 
minerals left. When you do have them make sure they are good quality wholegrain ones or a sweet potato. Fruit and veg 
provide loads of fibre. Get more of these nutrient dense foods into you! 

Sleep: this is a big one! When we’re tired our body stops being so fussy about where we get our energy from. "Sugar, yes 
please! Refined carbs? Hand them over! Is that a piece of cake I see? Best of both worlds – out of the way please!" Our ability 
to restrain ourselves or even think clearly is diminished when we’re tired. On top of the cravings and lack of restraint it raises 
our cortisol levels. This is a lovely hormone that should be getting us up in the morning and diminishing through the day 
so we can get to sleep but a lack of sleep causes the levels to rise and stay high. Heard the phrase ‘wired and tired’? Cortisol 
increases insulin levels which causes us to want food. The body is generally lazy and would like the easiest way to feed the 
cells which is sugar and refined carbs. Then it gets too much and lays it down as fat with a preference for the tummy. Yep. 
Stress belly. Stress and sleep are both linked to obesity. COVID has increased stress levels across the globe. Has your tummy 
increased? Start by trying to get some good quality shut eye first but seek help for those stress levels. 

It’s been a tough time so why wouldn’t we want some comfort food? Short term we can get away with it but when your 
weight is negatively affecting your health, lifestyle and happiness then something needs to be done. It’s incredibly important 
to remember that extra weight is usually just one symptom of a bigger issue. Shift the focus. Is it stress, anxiety, hormones, 
metabolic syndrome, poor diet, a sedentary lifestyle? All of the above? Good food goes a long way to support our physical and 
mental health. Show yourself some love and make some changes!

The information given here is general in nature and not intended as a diagnosis nor should it be taken as such. It is in no way intended to take the 
place of advice from your chosen healthcare professional or specialist. If symptoms persist, or you have further concerns, please see your chosen 
health care provider. 

by Sarah Dobbs 

Covid Kilos
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Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:

●��Automotive – All Makes, 
 All Models  & Motorcycles

●�Generators
●�Deep Cycle
●�Solar
●�Dual Battery Systems

Email us to book your car in
bumblebeemotors@bigpond.com

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept 
Zip Pay

Competitive pricing on all Mechanical Services
Tyres at a price you can afford

Wheel alignments
Servicing of all makes and modelsAdvice you can be assured of

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC) 
Operated by Kuranda Information & Support Centre Assoc. Inc. 

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881

P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607 | E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Neighbourhood Centre News June 2020

Service Continuity and Re-opening: The Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre maintained a tele-service from 25 
March with the Centre closed as per Government Guidelines. 
As the Government eased restrictions from the 16 May, the 
Centre undertook an assessment of the layout and space 
available in the public areas of the Centre. 

As a result, the Centre re-opens on Monday 25 May 
part time and with protocols in place to maintain four square 
metres per person inside and 1.5m distancing. This means 
there can only be three people in the public space at any one 
time – two using computers and one on the phone in the 
conference room. Computer use will be up to 15 minutes per 
session to check emails, access MyGov/Centrelink, print etc. 

There will be a single-entry point at the front (using the 
ramp), marked distancing, a hygiene station with hand 
sanitizer and a separate exit point via the side/rear door. 
The volunteers and staff will assist those wanting to use the 
Centre to maintain the necessary protocols. 

The Centre cannot operate group activities yet and the public 
areas cannot be used as a ‘drop-in’ space for the time being. 
The kitchen is also not available in this initial Stage 1 period. 
We ask that people remain patient with the volunteers and 
staff while we aim to balance service delivery from the Centre 
with the restrictions still in place to protect our community 
and keep each other safe. The Family Support Program, NILS 
and Individual Support services remain available so just call 
us on 4093 8933. 

Please do not attend the Centre if you have any symptoms 
such as fever, cough, runny nose, shortness of breath or have 
come into contact with someone who has COVID-19 or if you 
have returned from interstate or overseas within the past 14 
days. 

Special Thanks to TRACQS: KNC wishes to acknowledge 

TRACQS in Kuranda for regular donations to the Street 
Pantry and for work in the garden at the Centre. The team 
came to mow the lawns, plant some colourful cuttings down 
the side of the building and will be sourcing and spreading 
mulch in the garden beds. Thanks to Lance, Sali and their 
team!

KNC Website Information: Please see the homepage for 
information across a range of sectors and information on 
how to maintain mental wellbeing and staying connected 
to people, information, services and community. The KNC 
website is being updated regularly to provide information, 
resources, tips and links to other websites for regular updates 
www.kurandanc.com

Wifi Hotspot: The KNC Hotspot for Wifi remains 
available for people to access on and around the veranda 
while maintaining social distancing. There is no voucher or 
password required.

Street Pantry: Thank you for the generous donations, some 
of which have been creative and thoughtful. We know that the 
pantry is being accessed regularly. If you are able to, please 
place any non-perishable food, personal hygiene items etc in 
the Street Pantry at the front of the Neighbourhood Centre. 
We ask that you either wipe any items down or apply a hand 
sanitiser to your hands before placing food/items in the 
pantry. If you are accessing the Street Pantry for food, please 
only take what you need at that time so that other items are 
there for other people in need. Thank you!

Kuranda Community Essentials Project: The Kuranda 
Community Essentials project remains available for those 
in the District who have lost employment or have reduced 
hours due to the Coronavirus. If this has affected you, please 
contact the Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre on 4093 8933 
Monday to Friday 9am–5pm or email 

coordinator@kurandanc.org.au or 
familysupport@kurandanc.org.au 
A confidential needs assessment and referral process is 
available to provide essential food and medicine as well as 
referral and assistance to access other available supports/
information. This is not the existing emergency relief 
programs currently available. The project is locally funded 
through donations from community members and a range of 
local services and agencies. This project is also supported by 
the Kuranda FoodWorks and Kuranda Discount Pharmacy. 
You can also continue to donate to this fund: Google 
GoFundMe Kuranda Community Fund.

To celebrate National Reconciliation Week from 27 
May to 3 June, TRACQS will be holding a Photographic 
Competition around this year’s theme “In this Together” 
– inclusiveness, cultural learning, joy, truth, justice, 
forgiveness, healing, reparation and love. 

Entries close Tuesday 2 June  
Open to all Ages  

Categories: Children up to 12 years, Teens, Adults

Prizes will be awarded to the winner in each category 
with Participation Certificates to all children. Winning 
photos will appear in the July edition of The Kuranda 
Paper. Get snapping! Be snappy getting your photos in. 

Entries can be dropped into 
Kuranda TRACQS office,  
18 Thongon Street or email to  
info@tracqs.com.au, or text  
photos to 0447 156 990.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION – ENTER NOW!
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• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

Call Tony
0432 773 351

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland

Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores. ALL CONCRETE WORKS

• Domestic & Commercial
• Driveways & Slabs

Servicing Kuranda, Cairns and Tableland
since 1991

FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE BRETT
Ph: 4093 9528

6 Butler Drive, Kuranda

0408 187 995

BreastScreen Queensland to reopen Cairns Service

Following a temporary suspension due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, Breast Screen Queensland is 
preparing to reopen its Cairns. 

Breast Screen Queensland Cairns Service Health 
Promotion Officer Sandra Peut said the Service is taking all 
possible steps to minimise and address risk from COVID-19 
for staff and clients once the Cairns clinic reopens on 1 June. 

Clients can also assist by following a few simple steps. 
“We kindly ask our clients to bring their own pen to complete 
the paperwork, and call to reschedule their appointment if 
they are feeling unwell with flu-like symptoms,” she said. 
“We also ask our clients to not arrive in advance for their 
appointment as we need to minimise the amount of people in 
the clinic waiting areas. “For this reason, we also ask where 
possible that our clients do not bring anyone with them to 
their appointment.”

Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer 
for Australian women, with one-in-seven women hearing the 
news that she has breast cancer. Regular breast screens are 
recommended for women aged 50 to 74 years as this is the 
best way to detect breast cancer early – well before you or 
your doctor can see or feel any changes. Women in their 40s 
and those aged over 75 are also eligible for the free service 
every two years. A doctor’s referral is not needed to access the 
breast screening service.

“Our Service and staff thank our local women for their 
support and patience during our temporary suspension, and 
we look forward to seeing you in the clinic soon,” Ms Peut 
said. “We are contacting all women who had appointments 
cancelled during our temporary suspension to reschedule.

BreastScreen Queensland Cairns Service is located at 116 
McLeod Street, with free off-street parking available. Phone 
13 20 50 to book an appointment, or for more information 
visit www.breastscreen.qld.gov.au 

Caution urged with zero COVID-19 active cases 

As of 20 May, the Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health 
Service (CHHHS) confirmed that all 35 COVID-19 cases 
diagnosed in Cairns to that point had recovered. On 23 May 
CHHHS recorded one new active case in Cairns.

Cairns Tropical Public Health director Dr Richard Gair 
said it had been more than a month since there was confirmed 
community transmission of coronavirus in the region, in a 
case whose illness started on 9 April.

Dr Gair thanked everyone for helping reduce the number 
of active cases across the region, but said it was not a time for 
Far North Queenslanders to stop all the good work that had 
led to this point.

“It’s important now, more than ever, that anyone 
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 be tested immediately,” 
he said.

“We can’t let our guard down, we still need everyone to 
remain vigilant against coronavirus.

“If you are unwell with a cough, shortness of breath, sore 
throat, or a fever, please seek urgent medical advice by either 
contacting your local GP, fever clinic, or attend the nearest 
hospital emergency department.

“It’s important that we test as many people as possible, so 
that if we find COVID-19 again in the community, we can act 
immediately to prevent it from spreading.”

He said everyone needed to play their part to help control 
the spread of COVID-19, by still following public health 
guidelines.

“Please, continue to comply with the guidelines set out 
in the Queensland roadmap for easing restrictions, including 
social distancing and covering your coughs and sneezes, and 
washing your hands often and thoroughly.

“Doing this will help us protect our hospital system, 
meaning we can care for coronavirus and other patients 
during this time.”

Changes to COVID-19 Fever Clinic Hours

Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service updated 
the operating hours at some of its fever clinics in Cairns on 
Monday 18 May.

Fever clinics are specialist testing clinics for people who 
may be infected with novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

Executive Director of Medical Services Cairns and 
Hinterland Hospital and Health Service, Dr Don Mackie, 
said there had been a recent decline in the number of people 
presenting at the fever clinics to be tested for COVID-19.

“Due to the recent decline in numbers of people wanting 
to be tested, we will reduce the operating hours of some of 
our fever clinics from this Monday,” he said. “People can 
still be tested at any of our clinics, and I urge people to come 
forward to get tested if they are experiencing a fever or any 
acute respiratory symptoms. “The Edmonton drive-through 
fever clinic will be suspended this week but we are standing 
by to re-open it if we get an increase in cases.”

The Cairns North drive-through fever clinic will scale back 
its hours and will now open from 8.30am to 4pm weekdays 
from this Monday and be closed on weekends.

Cairns Hospital’s fever clinic will also be reducing hours 
and will now be open 8am to 4pm seven days a week.

There are also fever clinics at Mareeba Hospital, Atherton 
Hospital, Innisfail Hospital and Yarrabah Hospital, which 
currently remain open but may be suspended if the numbers 
of people presenting declines further.

Testing is important as it is difficult to distinguish flu or 
the common cold from COVID-19 based on symptoms alone.

If you are unwell with acute respiratory symptoms (cough, 
shortness of breath, sore throat), or a fever (or a history of 
fever), please contact your GP, phone 4226 4781 for a drive-
through fever clinic appointment or go to the nearest hospital 
emergency department. There is also a GP fever clinic at 
Woree. Phone 1300 411 748 for an appointment.

Visiting arrangement changes at far northern hospitals

Changes to visiting arrangements across Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service 
(CHHHS) facilities were announced on 15 May, as part of statewide COVID-19 restrictions.
These include Cairns, Innisfail, Tully, Babinda, Atherton, Mareeba, and Mossman hospitals.

Two visitors can see a patient (it was previously one) for one visit per day, per patient, for 
up to two hours. Visiting hours for Cairns Hospital are 12pm to 8pm, and for rural facilities 
within CHHHS, visiting hours are 12pm to 6pm.

Some areas are still not permitting any visitors, including Cairns Hospital Emergency 
Department and the Intensive Care Unit. Visitors under the age of 16 are not permitted to 
visit a hospital unless visiting a patient for end-of-life support.

CHHHS Acting Executive Director Cairns Services, Linda Bailey, said there were 
exceptions to the restrictions in special circumstances, where up to two visitors may remain 
with a patient for longer than two hours.

“This includes when there is a patient with a disability, or a soon-to-be mum needs to be 
supported during labour,” she said. She said the new protocol brought CHHHS in line with 
the rest of the State’s health facilities, in terms of their response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“This protocol has been developed to ensure adequate social distancing, infection 
prevention, and control measures are in place to protect the vulnerable in our facilities and 
broader community,” she said.

Further details of the changed visitor arrangements can be found at 
www.health.qld.gov.au/cairns_hinterland/covid-19-chhhs-information

fnq covid update on healthcare

Looking after existing and new health concerns

People with chronic health conditions are urged to not neglect their regular health care and 
continue to see their general practitioner or specialist during COVID-19. 

If required, Medicare-subsidised telehealth services are available for all Australians. 
General practitioners can also provide safe continued access in surgery for those with existing 
conditions or concerns about changes to their health. Whether in person, or through the 
expanded telehealth network, it is critical that people continue to manage their general health.

If you have a regular follow up appointment booked with your doctor, please contact 
your medical practice. Don’t put it off. If you are taking regular medication for management 
of a chronic condition, it is essential that you continue to take your medication. If you run 
out of medication, please contact your doctor or your local pharmacy to arrange a repeat 
prescription. Free delivery of medications can be arranged.

If you have regular blood tests as part of the management of your chronic health 
condition, please continue to have your blood tests done at your local general practice or local 
pathology collection centre. Chronic conditions include arthritis, asthma, back pain, cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes and mental health 
conditions. It is also essential that you continue to have screening for important conditions, 
such as bowel or skin cancers. 

A failure to keep appointments and continue treatment could also put you at greater risk 
of being severely affected by COVID-19 and place an unnecessary burden on a hospital system 
dealing with the pandemic.
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www.kurandaartscoop.com

Painting is easy when you don't know how,
but  very difficult when you do.

The Focus on Kuranda 
Photography Group 
is a Facebook group for 
photographers of all levels. 
Photos featured here have 
received the most 'likes' for 
the previous month (at the 
time of going to print). 

Merlin and chick complying with the  
1.5m rule on Black Mountain Road.

Steven Nowakowski 
(26 April 2020)

MAYPorcelain artworks pre-selected

Mollie Bosworth has had her porcelain artworks "Rambling Vines"pre-selected for the 
Stanthorpe Art Prize. This exceptional work is a pair of ovalled forms. Having been pre-
selected Mollie has now been advised the exhibition will be delayed to 2021.
Mollie’s assorted porcelain artwork can be seen at the Co-op gallery.

Repainting during closure

Members of the Arts Co-op took advantage of the lockdown and knuckled down to 
repaint the gallery during the period of closure due to COVID-19. The gallery has now been 
re-opened with operating hours of 11am–2pm.

Locals have been very receptive of the new times and the Co-op is grateful and extends a 
big Thank You for the support, especially for Mother's Day. Photos: Mollie Bosworth

Buskers in the Village

Blue Reed played on the Mother's Day weekend and has become a fixture outside the Arts 
Co-op during these restricted times. Sunday morning in the village featured the Jeanette 
Wormald Trio outside the Arts Co-op. It was such a delight and brought a vibrancy back into 
the village. Young children with bouncing balls sat quietly and listened to the Trio. Locals in 
the village moseyed on over and socially distanced themselves in the sanitised chairs provided 
on the footpath. Dave Hart and Paul Van der Sar accompanied Jeanette.

The Co-op welcomes buskers and we thank them for the contribution to getting this 
village up and running again during this difficult time. Photo: Cathy Harvey

I recently commissioned local jeweller Kate Prynne of the Kuranda Artists Co-operative to 
make a very special piece for me. When my friend Robin Dods passed away his daughters 
gave me a box of fabrics, knitting patterns, buttons and bits which had belonged to his wife 
Joan (also passed and much missed). 

Among the buttons were a number of very old mother of pearl buttons and two little 
keys. I commissioned a pair of Mother and Daughter brooches for Joan and Robin’s eldest 
daughter and grand daughter who live in the UK now.

Kate did a wonderful job of realising my concept, adding patinated copper and 
intricately cutting the settings so no glue was needed, as it might have stained the mother of 
pearl.

Recently I was 
able to send them to 
the UK and they were 
very much appreciated 
for both the family 
connection and 
memories they hold, 
and their beautiful 
crafting. Thanks Kate. 

Contact the Kuranda 
Arts Co-op, or any of 
our many talented 
local artists directly, if 
you have a dream you 
too would like to see 
realised. Hand made is 
heart made. 
Gayle Hannah, 
Kuranda. 

The Co-op gallery is now open 7 days a week
11am – 2pm.

Edgar Degas

COMMISSION AN ART PIECE
make your vision come true and support local artists
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1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881 
Phone: 4093 8834  |  Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com 

www.kurandaconservation.org

The nursery is NEARLY ALWAYS OPEN. We’ve had fantastic 
rain to help you plant up your property.  We have some 

advanced trees that need to get out of pots and spread their 
roots. Same price as our nursery stock. We’ve been having a 
VINES and CREEPERS blitz so heaps of Pandoreas available 

as well as Aristolochia (Cairns Birdwing food plant) and 
Adenia heterophylla (Red Lacewing butterfly food plant). Our 

aim is to improve habitat for wildlife. 

When you’re considering plants for your property, please 
think native!

** Two sturdy box trailers available  
for you to borrow 4093 8834 **The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!

Did you know that we 
also do deliveries to 

Kuranda?

Need that part to finish  
your fix-it job?

Need another ball of wool?
NEED IT TODAY?

Order your pick up before 
10am and 2pm for daily 

delivery within the Village.
(Additional cost for outer areas)

* Conditions apply

Sorry no alcohol 
deliveries

PICK UP  
FROM

SMITHFIELD 
$25*

CAIRNS 
$35*

Call for pick up

Bookings

0436 392 441

1300 74 33 74

CASSOWARY REPORT 

Elvis’s juvenile, Fleur, was killed on 19 May, early 
morning. It was a heart-wrenching hit, with her body 
parts strewn over a 20m length of road. It’s hard to 
know if Elvis was aware of this drama because he 
continues to cross the highway near the hit site. Of 
course he would know Fleur was missing but does 
he know why? He is now left with his son, Forest, and 
they continue to run the gauntlet. We are unlikely to 
be able fix the problem in time to ensure that Elvis 
and Forest don’t meet the same fate.

So why is doing something about this taking so 
much time? It’s not as easy as putting up a fence 
or building a wildlife bridge or an underpass or 
relocating the cassowary. And, we’re dealing with a 
number of cumbersome government departments 
as well as landowners whose land may be impacted 
by any of these measures. But where there’s a will 
there’s a way.

The first thing we have to do is track Elvis and Forest. 
The technology is available and we’ve been saving 
funds for years specifically to spend on this. Now 
is the time. This will tell us where their range is. We 
need to know this because we must decide how 
much of their range is cut off from them by putting 
up a fence. However, putting up a fence is cheap and 
easy to do. Where to put it? It seems that Elvis can 
access the highway from the Kuranda Riverboat side 
for about one kilometre. Yes, we can do a 1km long 
fence. But it will have to go on private land. Let's talk 
to the landowner.

Another measure that is doable is slowing down the 
traffic. As you know the Kuranda Range Road has a 
speed limit of 60kph. Just at the place where both 
Elvis’s chicks were killed, the speed limit changes to 
80kph and is a 4-lane overtaking strip. So if you’re 
going to overtake other traffic doing 80kph, you’ll 
have to be travelling even faster. It’s obvious what the 
result is going to be.

This can change, TMR willing. If the speed limit 
changes to 60kph for the overtaking lane (which 

HAPPY SPACE 

This is a brilliant depiction of cassowary Lewis at 
Grace Belson’s place in Speewah. Thank you Grace. 
This poster will go on to our Facebook page and our 
website kurandaconservation.org for the world to 
see.

We look forward to receiving your picture soon. 
Children of any age from 3 to 80 are invited to 
submit a drawing or painting about cassowaries. 
You can send your picture in an email to us to 
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com. Write your 
name and age on your picture. It’s going to be fun to 
see what you draw/paint for us.

now becomes the main lane) and the left-hand lane 
becomes a ‘slow vehicle pullover’ lane, both up and 
down, the traffic flow is maintained and it would be a 
whole lot easier to stop if a cassowary is crossing at 
that point. We think the speed limit should be 60kph 
all the way to the Kuranda traffic lights and the new 
Fallon Road traffic lights.

Highway retro-fitting – overpasses and underpasses 
– is a lengthy process and needs to be budgeted for 
years ahead. This is a TMR thing. It has to be said that 
wildlife crossings need to be designed at the drawing 
board stage, years before any sod is turned.

We are now actively pushing for permits to tag 
Elvis, with the assistance of the Clintons of Kuranda 
Riverboat who know him very well, lining up the 
cassowary vet in Tully whose expertise is vital and 
purchasing the required tagging/tracking equipment. 
You might say “about time” and yes, but we’re on to 
it and just hope we’ll get this done in time.

Keep us informed, please, on 4093 8834 or on 
Facebook and Messenger, of any cassowary sighting 
in the Kuranda region. Even your call to leave a 
message that Elvis is crossing the road, is vitally 
important.

Plant a tree a day!
Do your bit for the planet –  

Plant a tree a day
You can get a free tree from us so 
it’s not a matter of expense. It just 
needs your commitment to do it.
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RANGERS
r e p o r t

Kuranda Rangers Football Club

9 RULES FOR THE RETURN OF TRAINING
Football Queensland has announced Return to Training guidelines for clubs ahead 
of the recommencement of football activity from 12 June (Stage 2). All players, 
parents and coaches are to adhere to these guidelines. KRFC will return to training 
on Thursday 18 June at 4.30pm. Games will restart Saturday 11 July 2020.

1.5m apart – social distancing to 
be implemented at all times

Parents/carers should wait in 
the car to avoid gatherings 

Come prepared to train – no 
change rooms or toilets will be 
open

Minimise the handling of  
any equipment 

Use hand sanitiser during  
drink breaks

No person to person contact 
training drills

Players must not arrive more 
than 25 minutes before 
training – stay in your car until  
5 minutes before training starts

Must leave promptly in a 
staged approach – no social 
activities to be conducted 
following training

Players are to bring their own 
drink bottle – bottles to be 
clearly labelled and no sharing of 
drink bottles. No drinking from  
bubbler or tap.

Youth Link Kuranda recently held 
a colouring competition to raise 
awareness about the coronavirus 
among the young people of Kuranda. 
We would like to thank Michael Quinn 
for the translation into Djabaguy 
language and Terry Eager from the 
Kuranda Medical Centre and the 
Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre. 
FoodWorks was also kind enough to 
let us use their counter to promote the 
competition. 

Thank you to all the young people 
who entered the competition, they 
certainly put a lot of effort in and 
congratulations to the following 
winners: Heather, Jarrad and Oryin 
(under 10 years) and Darryl, Felicity 
and Ashley (11 years and over).

The posters will be displayed at the 
Kuranda Medical Centre. Keep an eye 
out for more competitions coming 
shortly.

YOUTH LINK 
COLOURING 

COMPETITION

Blue Cow
Once there was a cow called Blue 

living in the new city zoo 
instead of saying moo 

it scared people by saying boo

She went to the loo 
and found a sticky poo 

stuck on the bottom of her shoe

The cow screamed “Oooo!” 
Who left this disgusting goo,  

here in the loo? 
She flung it high into the air with a whooo

It landed on a lazy kangaroo 
That politely said “Thank you … 

for creating my wonderful hairdo”.

Brendan Goh (aged 9 years) 2020

Splat

“Get him off, Nathan!” Jemma danced across the yard. A 
large green frog clung to her foot.

“Don’t hurt him, Jem!" Nathan dove to the ground and 
grabbed his sister’s ankle. He pulled his frog from her toes 
and tucked him in his pocket.

“Keep that thing under control!” Jemma stormed into the 
house.

Nathan peeked into his pocket. “What am I going to do 
with you, Bentley?” he said.

The frog looked up at him and blinked.
Nathan went to the library. His neighbour was lugging a 

bag of books down the steps as he arrived.
“Hi Nathan,” Mrs Riddle said. “It’s nice to see a young person who enjoys read – ”

Splat

“Oh! My!” Mrs. Riddle dropped her books and stood on one foot. She shook her leg. “Get 
it off!”

“I’m sorry, Mrs. Riddle. I’m so sorry. Come here, Bentley. Come here. I’ll get him,” Nathan 
muttered as he reached for the old lady’s foot. The frog was a green blur as Mrs Riddle's leg 
swung back and forth. “If you could just hold still –-”

Mrs Riddle gave one final shake and Bentley sailed through the air. His long legs dangled 
under him. Nathan ran toward the flying frog and caught him before he hit the ground. He 
tucked him into his pocket.

“Here you are, Mrs Riddle.” Nathan handed her the book bag. “Have a nice day!” He gave 
her his best smile.

She shuddered and marched toward home.
Nathan put his hand in his pocket and cupped it around the smooth skin of the frog. 

He had to do something. He climbed the library steps. “Do you have any books on training 
frogs?” 

The librarian glanced up from his screen. “Hm?” he said. “You want to train your dog?”
“No,” Nathan said. “I want to train my frog.”
“Dog training books are in section 342. Back there.” The librarian pointed and returned 

to his screen.

Nathan headed toward the back of the library. He ran a finger along the titles. Training 
Your New Puppy. Dummy’s Guide to Training Your Dog. Train Your Dog in Three Easy Steps.

“Three easy steps? That sounds good.” Nathan pulled the book out and took it to the front 
desk. He read as he walked.

Step 1: Decide what to teach your dog.
Step 2: Give your dog a simple command.
Step 3: Reward your dog.
That seemed easy enough. He put the book on the counter and pulled out his library card.

Splat

The librarian froze, staring at his boot. “Get it off of me!” he whimpered. “I hate frogs. 
Please, get it off.”

Nathan scurried around the counter and scooped Bentley into his pocket. He placed the 
dog-training book on the counter and backed toward the door. “Um I won’t need this, thanks.”

The librarian glared. “You don’t need to train your dog. You need to train your frog!”
Nathan raced home. He filled a jar with grasshoppers, sat in the yard and pulled off his 

shoes. Bentley loved grasshoppers even more than he loved feet. He climbed out of Nathan’s 
pocket and onto his leg. He stared down at Nathan’s toes.

“No feet!” Nathan commanded.
Bentley looked up. Nathan gave him a grasshopper, and the frog gobbled it up. He looked 

at Nathan’s feet again.
“No feet!” Nathan said.
Bentley looked up, and Nathan gave him another grasshopper. Nathan commanded and 

rewarded until there was only one grasshopper left.
Nathan wiggled his toes. He poked his frog with a toe. Bentley glanced at the toe and then 

up at Nathan.
“No feet,” Nathan said and gave Bentley the last grasshopper.
Jemma wandered into the yard. “What are you doing?”
“I’ve trained Bentley! He won’t jump on your feet anymore.”
Jemma moved a little closer and sat beside Nathan. “Are you sure?”
“I’m sure.”
“Promise?”
“Promise.”

Splat

Jemma screamed. “Get him off!”
Nathan grabbed Bentley from Jemma’s face. He sighed. “At least he didn’t jump on your 

feet,” he said.

The Kuranda Paper would like to thank local writer Ann Harth for allowing us to share 
this story with our readers. Ann has a collection of children’s stories available to read on 
her blog at www.annharth.com. If you enjoyed this story, you might also enjoy Ann’s latest 
junior fiction novel – Bernice Takes a Plunge, available through Ann or Collins Booksellers, 
Smithfield (who can also deliver it free of charge to Kuranda).

The Frog Who 
Loved Feet 

by Ann Harth
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Click & 
Collect 

or Phone 
Order

• NOTICE FOR SPEEWAH RESIDENTS •

LOOK OUT FOR PRE-FIRE SEASON INFORMATION  
coming your way

Speewah Rural Fire Brigade will be delivering to Speewah mailboxes over the next week a 
Pre-fire Season Information card. This is a reissue of a previous handout with revised phone 
numbers on the attached fridge-magnet. The card is double-sided with a covering slip. Keep a 
lookout for it in your letterbox. With all this rain about we can’t pin one to your gate, so if you 
don’t have a letter box you can obtain one by phoning Speewah Fire Warden, John Thomson 
on 0488 988 481.

Speewah District Residents' Association
Things haven’t come to a complete standstill as far as the Association’s activities are 
concerned.

A big thank you to Council for slashing the verges in Speewah following the 
Association’s lobbying to get this long overdue project underway. 

Aside from the aesthetic point of view, safety is greatly enhanced, particularly 
along Speewah Road.

After much preparation, the community noticeboard has now been refurbished 
and moved, thanks to Andrew and Hannah Rietveld of Veld Building & Maintenance, 
Laurie Woods of Speewah Tavern, Mick Dub, Steve Hatton, and Craig McEwan 
(Summit Solar and Electrical). 

Laurie Woods is in the process of obtaining the last piece of pinboard now we know 
the size of the tourist map for the reverse of the noticeboard, and have commissioned 
Nettie O’Connell of Nettie O Design in Kuranda to design our map. Nettie is just 
waiting for our finer details and members were all given the opportunity for input, all 
of which has been taken on board.=

The tourist information ‘i’ sign has been completed refurbished, and once the map 
is ready we’re nearly there.

It has taken a while, but it was a much more complicated process than you would 
imagine, and thankfully we might just be able to achieve budget in line with the 
Mareeba Shire Council grant, which was greatly appreciated. 

Hopefully, some of those goods and chattels people have been clearing out 
during our enforced isolation will be offered a new home at the next Car Boot Sale at 
Roscommon. As soon as it is safe to do so, a date will be set. In the meantime, keep 
clearing out your cupboards, but don’t forget your trash is someone else’s treasure!

Thank you.
Suzy Grinter, Secretary

Kuranda District State College was fortunate to receive a carpark upgrade by Mareeba Shire 
Council over the school holidays, which has now given the school a safer and clearly marked 
pick up/drop off zone, as well as allocated parking spaces for parents to park and wait and 
more crossings. 

At present, due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents/adults are not encouraged to enter the 
school grounds and this newly marked drop and go zone is being put to good use! 

So it seems to be a good time to give people a reminder on drop and go zone etiquette.

1. This is a drive thru area. It is for people who are wanting to drop off / pick up their 
children in a timely manner.

2. You should not turn your engine off or walk away from your car in this area.

3. Encourage your kids to enter and exit the car via the passenger side onto the walkway 
and away from carpark traffic.

4. If you drive into the drive through area and your child is not there waiting, please 

continue driving and exit the zone, do a lap or take a park in a designated carpark to wait. 
Do not block the drop off/pick up zone by stopping and waiting for your child here.

5. Never reverse within the drop off/pick up area.

Schools are busy areas, where there are often lots of children excited to see their friends at 
drop off and their parents at pick up, and in their excitement they do not always understand 
the danger of roads and vehicles. Make sure to take extra care when parking on our school 
grounds, reduce your speed as you are entering the school zone, slow down when entering the 
carpark, and follow the signed parking rules at all times. 

These rules help to minimise traffic jams and wait times in the carpark, but most importantly, 
they exist to help keep our children safe.

Kuranda District State 
College would like to 

thank the team at Kuranda 
Landscape Supplies and 
Raw Materials, who have 
been incredibly generous 
and donated considerable 
resources, time and expert 
advice to help establish a 

flourishing veggie patch for 
our primary students. 

K D S C  t h a n k s  y o u !

KURANDA 
DISTRICT STATE 

COLLEGE P&C

CARPARK UPGRADE  
AT THE SCHOOL
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I’ve spent the week trying to teach the new ‘rescue’ horse about social 
isolation and distancing. 

He’s either deaf or he doesn’t watch the news, but whatever 
the cause, he just doesn’t understand the concept of 
distancing. Number one, he has a thing for my two year 
old filly, a little orphan brought up by two of my other 
geldings, and he won’t let her out of his sight.

Number two, he’s never been taught manners 
around people, so he’s about to learn them. At the 
moment, he won’t move an inch out of your space, 
never mind 1.5m, so he wouldn’t be popular in 
Bunnings, although he would do alright once he’s 
in the aisles, I reckon, where 1.5 metres becomes 
centimetres.

My other geldings were far more effective 
trainers than myself, double barrelling the 
newcomer with both hind legs (always carefully 
missing, but the implication was there), until he 
learnt his place in the herd and left their baby girl 
alone, well, at least kept 1.5m away from her at all 
times.

My problem is, every time I use that particular 
initiative, I land flat on my face in the mud.

Someone wiser than me (the rule rather than the 
exception) told me many years ago that every animal you take 
under your wing comes into your life to teach you something, 
supposedly mirroring your own defects. 

Lying awake the other night, staring at a ceiling I couldn’t see in the 
dark, I had nothing better to do other than count sheep that I couldn’t see 
either. So I started counting the animals I have owned, rescued or fostered instead. In 
fact, as it turns out, trying to remember the names of all said animals, or, that is, the ones who 
have been in transit here from hell to heaven, is very sleep inducing. And so I slept.

However, when I got up the next morning, all I could think of was that if every animal was 
here to teach me a lesson, or vice versa, I must have been totally useless 20 years ago. And if 
they mirrored my defects, I was most definitely a lost cause.

Consequently, I decided to do a tally and scribbled down the names of all the horses I have 
‘rescued’, horses that were going to be put down because their owners were moving or lost 
interest, neglectful or abusive owners from numerous sources nearby and from as far away 
as Townsville and Mackay, and horses bound for the knackery in Victoria and NSW. Most of 
the 25 have gone on to wonderful homes, although four are still here. My only ‘chosen’ horse, 
bought for me alone, has given up trying to remember the names of all the paddock mates 
he has experienced in the seven or so years I have owned him, but they have taught him to 
embrace diversity and practice tolerance. Me too.

Strangely, I found him online. I can’t say we had the same interests, but he liked walks 
in the bush, food, having his hair brushed, freedom to be himself, and he had attitude. He 
preferred going uphill to downhill, and shunned okra, chokoes and crowds. A match made in 
heaven. He’s my main man, and he’s da boss of da paddock.

So, after a week of stress of having five horses chasing each other around on just four 
or so slippery acres, juggling paddocks, personalities, and feeds served up with or without 
wormer/conditioner/calming herbs and so on, I’ve come to terms with an old and scruffy 
aged gelding falling in love with my little orphan and so have the others. I stuck them all in 
the same paddock eventually and they sorted it, as animals frequently do when left to their 
own devices and without our interference. Now there is a lesson for us locked in with spouses, 
kids, dogs and no toilet rolls, hens or methylated spirts. 

On that note, what is it with meths? Does it replace toilet paper / hand sanitiser / 
antibacterial cleaner / vegetable seedlings / chicken deficit? 

Social isolation might be difficult for sure. Life hasn’t changed in 
that regard for me, as I work at home anyway, but I sympathise with 

those with young families, or partners they rarely see normally, 
but now there 24/7. 

I was married to a pilot who was away a great deal, and it 
was hard enough having him home for two days after weeks 

away, as he was a Virgo perfectionist and I was an earthy 
Taurus mother, used to juggling a high power job with 
chaos at home; toys strewn around the floor, dishes in 
the sink, and having an only child, I frequently had 
other children in the house, lots of laughter, screams 
and the occasional wails and ensuing sobs. For the 
majority of the seven years living in Abu Dhabi, it 
was far too hot to go out after work and school, so 
when Jess and I were by ourselves, in the absence 
of the wealth of creative resources of the 90s in the 
Arabian Gulf, Jess’s favourite playthings were ‘My 
Little Ponies’, and alas, Barbie dolls. The former was 

easy, the latter was enough to drive a mother to drink. 
Jess’s ten Barbies swooned over my poncey Ken, 

who consistently displayed the characteristics of a total 
jerk (I couldn’t resist it, after all, I had control of his legs 

and his mouth). Fortunately, Jess only had two hands, so 
Ken was only faced with one or two bimbos in his face at a 

time.
A half hour with the plastic models was like an episode of 

The Bachelor. So Silver Starlight or Indian, or Snow Princess Barbie 
would sidle up to Ken, who had no idea that he had to stand on his own 

two legs.
“Shall we go to Burger King, Ken?” Barbie would ask my Ken. I had to remember it 

was Ken replying, where I personally would have said, “You have to be joking.” Instead, he 
said, “Yes, of course, and then we can go for a walk on the Corniche. It will be so romantic, 
Barbie.” It was all I could do not to put my finger down my throat. 

While I clutched his puny legs hidden under dress suit trousers, I found him uttering 
under my breath, “You look such a tart tonight, Barbie” (which she did). Barbie, imagining 
he had said how beautiful she looked, in the innocent and beautiful voice of a five year old 
simpered, “Oh thank you, Ken, I love you soooo much.” 

Fortunately, Ken’s propensity to mutter had saved the day. I could only handle half an 
hour of Ken and Barbie at a time, and felt like a dreadful mother. I confess to kicking Ken 
back into the toy box once when Jess wasn’t watching. I promise I haven’t done that to a live 
Ken, even though I have a met a few.

Jess sensed I couldn’t take Ken seriously, he just wasn’t my kind of dude, and obviously 
he wasn’t hers either, as she has the most wonderful antithesis of Ken as a partner, and I 
wouldn’t swap my son in law for the world.

Anyway, back to where we were at the start. What do we learn from our animals, and do 
they really mirror our own issues? I would have been institutionalised by now if that was the 
case. Personally, I don’t think so. But do they teach us good lessons in life, yes, they do. 

Animals are instinctive. That has been my biggest lesson in life. Always rely on your 
instincts. Your first impression, or your instinct, is the truth and if you have faith in it, without 
fail, it will not fail you. 

Take time to relax. Oh to be my dogs or cats who spend half the day asleep and just conk 
out when they feel the need. 

There are many other lessons, but my favourite, aside from going with your instinct, is not 
to take life too seriously. Just remember, you’re more monkey than anything.

A Grin ter's Tale_
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BYO

Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,

gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest

Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!

FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

DINOSAURS IN 
KURANDA

0408 728 711

Perfect for cool weather

Shop: 11 Coondoo St. 
Kuranda Qld. 4881
Ph: (07) 4093 9299 

(10 am - 4 pm)

Shop online - www.sandravidendesign.com
shop@sandravidendesign.com

03
32

0A
RJ

BATWING TOP: 6 - 20
Available in Aloe, Grape, 

Navy, Raspberry.

Green Tree Ants (Oecophylla smaragdina) will be familiar to 
anyone who resides in, or has travelled into the northern parts 
of Australia. They are one of the most visible and dominant 
species of ants in many areas of the north. As long as there 
are suitable trees to nest within they are also quite at home in 
disturbed areas and have taken much of our environmental 
modification in their stride. They are relatively aggressive 
and do not hesitate to swarm over a perceived threat to their 
nests, biting fiercely as they do. To add to the pain, they 
squirt acid from their abdomen into the bite site to ensure 
the intruder knows who is boss. Many an innocent tourist has 
been covered with these ants just by brushing a bush as they 
walk by, and instantly begun to perform the hopping and 
slapping ‘Green Ant Dance’, which is a sight to see. 

These ants construct their homes in the trees using a 
remarkable method of insect engineering. They create nesting 
chambers from leaves, which are pulled together through the 
cooperation of many worker ants. Once they have the leaves 
in position, another wave of workers appear with young 

Top: A worker Green Tree Ant on full alert.

Green Tree Ants forming a chain to pull leaves together.

High-rise Ants
grub-like larvae in their jaws. The ant larvae produce silk, 
used by the worker ants as tools to bind the leaves together. 
The workers carrying larvae move to and fro, binding the 
seams of the leaf nest with precision, whilst the other workers 
patiently hold the leaves in place. The entire construction 
may take several hours to complete. Although the colonies 
have a single queen, they may ultimately expand to have 
many nest sites throughout a single tree, or even adjacent 
trees, which the ants travel between. These super colonies 
can contain tens of thousands of ants, and the various nest 
sites will have different functions. Some may store larvae and 
pupae of different ages, others will simply house workers, 
and of course one will house the queen and will be fiercely 
protected. The ants tend to prefer living leaves forming their 
nest chambers. As the silken leaf clusters die off the ants will 
scout for a new location and repeat the construction process.

Nest building is not the only unique talent of these high-
rise ants. They can also build bridges and ladders using their 
own bodies as the structure. If there is a particular branch 
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TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated

Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist

BASED IN KURANDA

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised

• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice

• No job too big or too small

Experience ranging from small trees through to 
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing 

and controlled tree removal.

treelc.com.au
0408 150 734

treelopperscairns@gmail.com

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION

ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION

BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION

AUDIT
4092 1244

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

Above: A queen Green Tree Ant guarding her new brood.

Below: A Green Tree Ant nest made from leaves and silk.

Photos: Alan Henderson

www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

they need to reach below them, rather than walking the long 
way round they can construct a dangling chain of ants. With 
hundreds holding onto one another, they bridge the gap with 
incredible co-operation. Once they reach the branch below, 
other ants will use the living structure to walk across. Of 
course, this is not a permanent structure, but allows effective 
temporary access to a spot otherwise difficult to get to.

These remarkable ants have also taken to an insect-form 
of farming. They actively protect and tend-to several species 
of caterpillars, various leaf hoppers and other sap sucking 
insects. The ants are in turn rewarded with sugary secretions 
produced by the farmed insects known as honeydew. This is a 
rich food source and a valuable commodity for the ants. 

Green Tree Ants constantly seek food for their colonies, 
which means travelling far and wide. If an insect is not on 
their ‘protected list’ it is fair game. They can overpower a 
wide variety of small animals, predominantly insects and 
spiders, then drag them back to their nests. They will also 
clean up the carcasses of larger vertebrate animals. On some 
occasions they have been observed dragging small dead birds 
and reptiles into the trees to be dismantled and fed to their 
larvae. 

Despite the battles some people have with them in their 
yards, many fruit farmers find these ants to be great allies. 
Studies on mango crops have shown higher yields when the 
orchards contain Green Tree Ants as they control many pest 
insects, reducing the need for pesticides.

BUTTERFLIES AUSTRALIA ID APP

This innovative free butterfly app provides 
everything you need to get out and watch 
butterflies. The field guide provides basics 
on how to look for and identify each 
species of butterfly found in Australia. 

The data submission facility lets you 
send your butterfly sightings to an expert 
panel for verification where they will 
contribute to research and conservation 
on butterflies. 

Search for this app on your iPhone or 
Android app store. 

Red-bodied swallowtail butterfly 
Photo: Sabine Nellen
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• DESIGN YOUR WEEKLY MENU  
Design your weekly menu from our many dishes! Fresh 
ready to heat, hot ready to eat, or frozen.   
Discuss with Terry or Vicki 0407 937 405 or email  
info@frogsrestaurant.com.au

• COFFEE EXPERIENCE  
Saturdays 9am to 12pm 
We have quality beans whole 
or ground available. Weekly 
rotating single origin coffees 
available.

FROG’S  RESTAUR ANT

Celebrating 40 years of quality service in Kuranda 2020

Gift Cards for friends, family or those in need 
www.frogsrestaurant.com.au/giftcard 

Cards can be redeemed partially and  
balance saved for the next order.

Seating limited to 10 people at any one time until 12 June.

See menu on FB Kuranda  Notice Board or ask us.

Call 4093 8952 or text  0407 937 405 to order(last orders 6.45pm)

• NATURAL WINE EXPERIENCE  
Saturdays 12 to 4pm  
Giving you the chance to try something different!

Trip Advisor Certificate of 
Excellence 2013–2019.  

7 years running!

Koah Automotive

Operated by
Koah Automotive

Phone 4093 7993
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881

Fax 4093 7993

• Safety Certificates on cars, trucks,  
trailers and motorcycles

• Airconditioning repairs and servicing

• General mechanical repairs

• EFI diagnostics and servicing

• Log book servicing

• LPG installation & repairs

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
Automotive – All Makes, All Models 

and Motorcycles
Generators • Deep Cycle

Solar • Dual Battery Systems Koah Automotive

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept 
Zip Pay

Guardians of the Wet Tropics

Maintaining and restoring healthy ecosystems as habitat for threatened species is the best 
way to prevent further declines in biodiversity – and healthy human relationships are central 
to this work. When community members have close relationships, strongly held values 
spread quickly. People can become a united voice to Council for outcomes that might benefit 
the ecosystems they care for, for example, organising around future ‘unhealthy’ subdivisions. 

Our goal is to support people who care about their land and the Wet Tropics to build 
relationships with their neighbours and Traditional Aboriginal custodians, in order to 
strengthen the original values that secured the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area and drew 
people to live on its edges. By creating stronger and healthier community relationships, 
people are able to work together on shared visions and are better able to cope with natural 
disasters precipitated by larger forces such as climate change.

Our project is about talking to people already regenerating or caring for their land, over 
a cuppa to understand

• What made them move to this land?
• What they love about living on the edge of the Wet Tropics?
• What parts of their land they particularly value and what threatens that?
• What projects or problems exist that they can’t address alone

We know the enormous amount of time and energy that these “Guardians” put into 
the land. More than ever before, the edges of the Wet Tropics are critical to the defence of 
biodiversity. We will work with these Guardians to build their capacity to address some of 
the larger problems with which they struggle. We can help with organising and networking 
– connecting them with others in the community tackling similar problems. We can link 
them with resources – specialist knowledge, equipment, organising power and sympathetic 
neighbours.Primarily, we think it is by thickening the web of relationships that we can support 
the work of these Guardians on the edges of the Wet Tropics.

The cultivation of camaraderie between neighbours will lead to respect, openness and a 
willingness to develop a shared interest in solving problems. We hope to move people not 
already in the network to work towards enhancing or protecting their edges – for example by 
containing weeds, preventing domestic pets from roaming in protected areas, keeping water 
courses clean from pollution and livestock out. 

Are you a Guardian? Do you know someone who lives adjacent to the Wet Tropics? We are 
looking for nominations: people who are already guarding biodiversity but see problems and 
projects they can’t address on their own. Nominate a Guardian today: it might be you!

NEXT Meeting: Wednesday 3rd June 2020 at 7pm via Zoom – all welcome!
For details contact Margaret on 0403 214 422 or pestoriusm@gmail.com

A very special thank you to all who have given our Centre a lovely garden and landscape 
facelift. TRACQS with the kind donation of a trailer full of mulch from Johnny and 
Ronny Grego at Kuranda Raw Materials have really lifted our spirits. This work has 
been provided by activity supervisors whom TRACQS have kept employed during the 
coronavirus restrictions. They have mulched all garden beds and perimeter. They have 
also mowed and planted colourful bushes such as crotons along the side of the building. 
Thank you everyone. KNC Team.

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre

green thumb gardenersthanks T RACQS

Photos: Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre
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Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
envirocare.org.au/yellow-crazy-ants-taskforce
yca.ciara@gmail.com

Russett Park Lure Survey 2020

Wet Tropics Management Authority’s field officers 
surveyed the Russett Park infestation for the first time 
in 2020. The survey started on 17 March and finished 
in mid-April. The survey took longer than expected 
to complete because of disruption by COVID-19 but I 
thank the Russett Park residents for their patience and 
understanding.

The survey used a cat food and jam lure in a 5m grid 
to attract ants, after an hour the lures are checked for 
presence or absence of yellow crazy ants.

The results have shown no presence of yellow crazy 
ants and it’s the first survey to show complete absence 
since surveying began in 2014. This is a great result and 
a cause to celebrate but we need to validate the absence 
with a second survey after six months or more that also 
results in the complete absence of yellow crazy ants.

Currently, Russett Park has now transitioned from 
broadscale treatment to surveillance and spot treatment 
of any remaining ants. There must be at least two more 
surveys showing absence of yellow crazy ants before the 
treatment area can go to post-treatment validation. Fury 
and her handler, Stuart Biggs, will be helping to make 
sure that the area is free of yellow crazy ants.

Green Forest Treatment

Yellow crazy ants were treated on 30 April by field 
officers from the Wet Tropics Management Authority’s 
Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program.

The treatment is the fourth since it was delimited 
(boundary survey) in February/March 2019 and was the 
second treatment for the year. The entire infestation 
area was treated except for a horse paddock at the 
request of the owner.

The treatment uses the pesticide AntOff with the active 
ingredient fipronil at 0.1g/kg in a fishmeal matrix and 
was dispersed by hand under strict permit conditions. 
The treatment poses no threat to humans or pets.

The treatment went well and took two days to complete 
with good weather on the day. The field officers expect 
good results from the treatment.

The next treatment is scheduled for the end of June.

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with our latest 
surveys and events. Our first post-COVID-19 event is on 
14 June at Russet Park for a Yellow Crazy Pants Party to 
celebrate our first survey at Russet Park that detected 
no ants! More details will become available on Facebook 
and email. 

Community Nursery and Landcare

Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda  

Monday and Thursday 9am–12 noon  •  Saturday 10am–12 noon

4093 8989 (nursery)  •  0419 624 940  •  0478 676 122
info@envirocare.org.au  •  www.envirocare.org.au

Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available

www.envirocare.org.au info@envirocare.org.au

Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

As we grapple with the changes caused by responses to the 
coronavirus pandemic, it’s worth reflecting on both the state 
of the world’s environment this week and our local one. It 
seems unlikely governments, on their own, will give it the 
attention needed for it to support us through the next few 
decades, let alone the next century, unless we keep up our 
focus on their lack of the same. To strengthen our resolve, 
let’s celebrate what we have and consider what we can learn 
from conservation efforts elsewhere in the world.

Why Lions ? While visiting the last reserve for wild Asiatic 
lions (yes lions) in Gujarat province, India in 2006, I learned 
they were thriving there, of the change in conservation 
management and how it might apply here. A maharaja’s 
game reserve became the last wild habitat for Asiatic lions, 
as they were killed or driven out in the face of expanding 
Asian and Indian populations. A common story. But the 
game reserve provided sanctuary (except the frequent 
private hunting parties up to the early 1900s). The maharaja 
was convinced to stop hunting and let numbers build up for 
better sport! An estimate of less than 20 then, 100 years on 
(and a National Park) the yearly counts revealed over 400. 
The reserve is surrounded – wall to wall people in towns and 
small farms. Male lions need their own territory and with 
increasing numbers, they were spilling out of the reserve and 
killing farmed buffalo, once more facing conflict with human 
activities. And no other park to which they could be moved. 
Conservation issues change but the problem remains the 
same – habitat areas limited by human activity and when all 
the habitat is full, where to then? Is there enough public and 

• Attractive glossy foliage, medium sun or semi-shade, 
dense habit suitable for screen and wind-breaks

• Max. 3–4m, spread 2–3m
• Vivid bronze-red new growth, visible much of the year, 

small cream flowers, dark red to black, cherry sized fruit
• Very attractive to birds, host to butterflies and moths
• Edible and when completely ripe, makes good jam

World Environment Day 5th June Plant of the month – Flacourtia ssp. 
Shiptons Flat

Lion cubs - Gir National Park, Gujarat, India, Nov 2006

A few tube stock available. Photos: Vern Hansen

4th June – Exec. meeting 7-9pm. All welcome. Contact 
Cathy 0419 624 940 for details

6th June – Saturday mornings 8am. Join our Weed 
Warrior team. Meet at nursery, 284 Myola Road at 8am. 
Call Margaret 0478 676 122 

Speaker meetings – on hold until increased gatherings, 
hopefully in July with interesting local speakers.

Trailers for hire. Members discount. All plugs catered for
Contact Hans on 0459 978 842 to book.

•  Date Claimers  •

Borrow the Box trailer

private protected area to ensure that population numbers 
are stable and is it well connected to other habitat, to ensure 
sufficient genetic diversity? And at some stage the inevitable 
“killing zone” arises. Is that what we are facing locally?
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There is little evidence that the Koah and Clohesy area was a busy tobacco growing district 
for some years. However, the fact is that tobacco has been grown in the Kuranda area since 
the first European settlers arrived. Mr Street, who was a pioneer of the coffee industry, also 
grew tobacco. Apparently, blue mould, which was the scourge of the tobacco industry, wiped 
out his crop. A letter to The Cairns Post in January 1930 by F H Dean said: “Some of the old 
tobacco varieties are still growing in the Kuranda district; they are to be found at Fitzgerald’s 
Hotel, Mrs Newbury (Speewah), Naylor’s (Mantaka), and other places”.

Tobacco was again grown in the area in the 1920s. a report in the paper said that Mr 
Burdett had been growing tobacco on the Clohesy River for two years. He had received 
reasonable prices for his crops, but he decided to cease farming as his property had been 
devastated by floods.

Later, the State Government showed interest in fostering a tobacco industry, and in 
1930 it announced that an area of Crown land near Mareeba would be cut up and offered to 
prospective tobacco farmers. The first offering of twenty-five farms would be about sixty acres 
each. Applicants would need to have £300 in cash or by way of guarantee. Preference would 
be given to those with farming experience. In an era when the wage for a labourer was less 
than £3 per week, this was a considerable amount.

There were one hundred and fifteen applicants for the farms, but only sixty-six had the 
capital and expertise. The farms were drawn by ballot, and the unsuccessful applicants were 
promised preference in the next release. At that time there was extensive unemployment 
in Australia, and support for the unemployed came from the State government, not the 
Commonwealth. The State government used men on this scheme to clear the tobacco land 
and prepare it for planting. The farmers were expected to contribute towards this cost once 
they were viable.

  A new group of farmers moved into the Koah area in July 1931. Mr Shepperson 
and seven others took up land to grow tobacco. Existing farmers in the district also started 
planting crops. Messrs Taylor and McGlean of Koah planted tobacco, as did Mr A (Bert) 
Veivers of Oak Forest. 

Despite the considerable publicity about the economic potential of tobacco growing, 
the farmers realised that it would be in their own interest to join an industry organisation 
to represent them in negotiations with government and the tobacco manufacturers. On 23 
January 1932, a well-attended meeting of tobacco growers was held at Koah. Mr P. Mazlin 
chaired the meeting, and the secretary-organiser of the North Queensland Tobacco Growers’ 
Association was in attendance to explain the objects and constitution of the Association. The 
meeting appointed a temporary committee comprising of Mr. P. Mazlin, President; Mr. J. 
Boyce, treasurer; Mr. R.E. Moss, honorary secretary. A further meeting would be held on 31 
January to appoint a permanent executive. 

If some of the press reports on farming at Koah are correct, there must have been a frenzy 
of activity in 1931. An article in The Cairns Post of 29 January 1932 said: “Koah, once a stop for 
an isolated settler or two, has now become a place of great importance to Cairns, Mareeba and 
the Far North generally. My Lady Nicotine is responsible for this result and where previously 
there were one or two big hearted “battlers” there are now 40 or 50 tobacco growers, and let 
it be said they lack nothing in cheerful courage. Koah also includes the Clohesy River area. …. 
On the north side of the Barron plantations are looking well, the crop of Messrs Morton and 
Sims particularly so being so far advanced.” 

State government blocks were opened up and made available at Koah in 1932. The Cairns 
Post of 19 September 1932 gave the results of a ballot for tobacco lands conducted by the 
Lands Department. The lots offered in the Parish of Formartine were purchased by people 
from various places. Portion 192 went to DF Stewart of Tamworth: Portion 193 went to JL 
Adcock, of Koah: Portion 194 went to I Bartul of Cairns: Portion 195 went to WT Williams of 
Tamworth: of Tamworth: Portion 196 went to JA Pratt of Herberton: Portion 197 went to GA 
Adcock of Gordonvale: Portion 198 went to WHT Adcock of Koah. 

Some of the Koah tobacco was offered at the Brisbane tobacco sales in August 1932.  
P Portucco sold three bales, P Nosengo sold seven bales, and CInatti and Caposini sold two 
bales. Portucco’s tobacco brought twenty-seven pence to thirty-six pence per pound, which 
was considered a reasonably good price. Lower grade leaf brought only eight pence per pound.

Some companies were formed to encourage farmers to grow tobacco. In September 1932, 

the Mareeba Tobacco Group called for applications for seven blocks of land at Koah and 
two at Clohesy River. It was felt that the group farming method would offer growers the 
advantage of sharing equipment and knowledge.

The Cairns Post of 22 November 1932 reported that some Koah farms were having 
problems with blue mould in their seed beds. Some small areas had been planted out but 
most growers were waiting for rain before planting. Cash and Shepparson had a small plot 
planted out, as did Monte and Rech. Many new curing barns had been erected and more 
farms were opening up. Some of the new barns also played a part in the social life of the 
community. In December, a well-attended dance was held in the barn on Mr Chappel’s farm.

The euphoria about the commercial prospects of the tobacco industry was contagious. 
Journalists seemed to know no bounds in the superlatives they used in reporting on tobacco. 
The Cairns Post of 3 January 1933 carried a story about the tobacco industry at Koah. The 
by-lines read “Stepping To Progress” – “Magical Influence Of Tobacco”:

“ A couple of years ago Koah was known for what it doubtless was – a small settlement 
between Kuranda and Mareeba, the home station of a railway maintenance man, and the 
resort of a few fishermen from Herberton and other places up the line. Today, how different! It 
has come under the magical influence of tobacco, and a population of appreciable proportions 
dreams of the affluence to be acquired by the growing and curing of bright lemon and bright 
mahogany leaf. They talk of the relative merits of Dingowan, Hickory Pryor, Orinoco, Burley 
and DImbar as the men from the Tablelands talk of Cedar, Silky Oak, Kauri Pine, Hickory, 
Walnut and Bean Wood.”--- “Koah’s commercial importance will grow accordingly, and 
with it that of the Tablelands, and of the North, and of the State. This is going on, in virile, 
vigorous, enthusiastic little Koah, the progress of town building, and nation building.” Little 
did the farmers of Koah know how important they were to the nation’s future!

Alas, it wasn’t long before the tobacco farmers faced the reality of their industry. Tobacco 
growing in Australia experienced many problems. The manufacturing of tobacco lay in the 
hands of very few companies. These companies preferred to boost their profits by purchasing 
their leaf from low-wage countries overseas. In many cases only one buyer attended the 
tobacco sales. In the absence of competition, the buyer set the price. Another problem for 
growers was the threat of blue mould, which could wipe a crop out. While not as great a 
threat in North Queensland as it was in southern states, it posed yet another problem for 
local growers. 

By 1934 the State government was having to supply rations to destitute tobacco 
farmers. The industry was faced with a combination of low prices for their tobacco, and the 
rejection large quantities of the leaf. Over time a stabilisation scheme was introduced, and 
manufacturers had to include Australian grown leaf in all manufactured tobacco products. By 
1965 the local content was mandated at 50%. 

The industry enjoyed an era of significant prosperity for some years, but there were 
ominous clouds on the horizon. The increasing evidence of the harmful health effects of 
smoking led to a steady decline in smoking in Australia, but the death knell to the industry in 
Australia came from the Australian Government.

In the push for deregulation of the Australian economy in the 1990s the Industry 
Commission found that the tobacco growing industry in Australia was the most heavily 
subsidised industry in Australia. The Commission found that the tobacco growing industry 
received twelve times more subsidies and protection than any other agricultural activity.

The Government instituted a plan to deregulate the industry. In 1994 it moved to remove 
mandated Australian leaf content and began to remove all tariff protection. The manufacturers 
agreed to provide $10.8 million to assist restructuring the industry. This amount was matched 
by the three tobacco growing states, Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. At this time 
there were only 600 growers in Australia, and by the end of 1995 this was reduced to 366. The 
last sales contracts were issued in 2004. 

The Commonwealth Government organised a buyout of all remaining licenses in 2006, 
and by the end of 2007 there were no more valid licenses.

There is little information on what became of the majority of growers in the Koah area, 
but a few farmers were still growing tobacco when the industry folded. There are several 
tobacco curing barns in the area, some in very good condition. They are all that remains of an 
industry that had so much promise in the early days.

Koah Tobacco
by Peter Ryle

Photos: Marc Jaschok, former tobacco drying kilns Koah Road, Koah
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PHONE

0407 184 331
kurandacarriers@gmail.com.au

Kuranda Carriers
Your Local Delivery Service

Cairns • Kuranda • Speewah • Koah

WHITEGOODS • FURNITURE • SOME HARDWARE
(Bunnings, OfficeWorks, Pharmacies, A-Mart, Harvey Norman etc)

We will pick up small parcels from Cairns CBD from $11
We also do removals

“Today is either the beginning of the end, or the end of the beginning. Today we are making history.” 
Eckhard Pfeiffer

QUEENSLAND STATE LIBRARY 
CALL FOR MATERIAL TO CREATE A  

COVID-19 DIGITAL EPHEMERA COLLECTION 

The Queensland State Library is collecting any COVID-19-related emails you may have 
received from local businesses or community groups. These emails are digital ephemera 
( collectable items that were originally expected to have only short-term usefulness or 
popularity) that capture a slice of the pandemic experience. 

Has your local pizza place emailed you about what they're doing to stop the 
transmission of coronavirus? Has your gym closed temporarily? Has your church or 
soccer team contacted you about COVID-19?

If you have received emails like this, please forward them to the email address 
digitalresources@slq.qld.gov.au so we can preserve them to document community 
responses to COVID-19.

When forwarding to digitalresources@slq.qld.gov.au please put 'COVID-19 
Collection' in the subject heading. Please do not forward any material marked as 
confidential.

Robyn Hamilton – Lead, Collection Building, Queensland Memory,  
State Library of Queensland

LETTERS TO CAPTURE HISTORIC PERIOD IN TIME

Australia Post has launched Dear Australia, an initiative encouraging Australians 
to share handwritten letters of hope and inspiration with the nation about their 
COVID-19 experience, with all letters to be sent to a national letterbox. Australia Post 
Executive General Manager Community & Consumer, Nicole Sheffield, said that while 
2020 had tested us in ways we could never have imagined just months ago, it had also 
highlighted the importance of authentic connection.

“Writing a letter is a very human way to connect with people, which is why we’re 
inviting individuals, schools, communities, and organisations to write a letter to the 
nation about their own unique experiences during the pandemic,” Ms Sheffield said.

“It can be a message of hope, a story of community spirit, a poem, song, artwork 
from your son or daughter, or part of a time capsule project for school. Whatever the 
reflection, this is a chance to share your story with the rest of Australia and preserve it 
for future generations.
Selected letters will be shared on the Dear Australia website  
www.auspost.com.au/dearaustralia allowing people to reflect and connect with 
stories throughout the campaign. On conclusion, eligible letters will be archived for 
posterity at The National Archives of Australia in Canberra.

National Archives Director-General David Fricker said the letters would be a 
unique and valuable resource for current and future generations, providing first-hand 
accounts of Australian life in the pandemic.

“The National Archives connects Australians with the nation’s memory, identity 
and history. We are proud to be working with Australia Post to ensure these letters will 
be safely kept and made accessible into the future.”

To take part, send your letters or artwork to Dear Australia, Locked Bag, Australia 
9999 with a stamp on the front of the envelope. Dear Australia letters can be placed in 
any red street Post Box, with individuals and families encouraged to post their letters 
before 18 August.

For further information on the campaign, including terms and conditions and 
handy tips on letter writing, visit Australia Post’s website at  
www.auspost.com.au/dearaustralia and share with friends on social media with 
hashtag #dearaustralia.

NATIONAL MUSEUM DIGITAL TIME CAPSULE PROJECT

The National Museum of Australia in Canberra has launched a digital initiative to 
provide a national platform to record shared experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
as part of an integrated community outreach program in this difficult time. Australians 
who wish to share their experiences, stories, reflections and images from the pandemic 
are invited to join the Museum’s Facebook group Bridging the Distance – Sharing Our 
COVID-19 Pandemic Experiences and to take part in a national conversation around 
an event that is unprecedented in our times and which is already a defining moment in 
the nation’s history. 

The Museum will hold the content shared on this platform as a record of these 
times and look to develop an exhibition based on the stories it contains. National 
Museum director, Dr Mathew Trinca, said that as a custodian of Australia’s social 
history and cultural heritage, the Museum is committed to recording the stories of this 
pandemic, which is redefining the way Australians live, work, share and communicate. 

“In what is already a Defining Moment in both Australia's and the world's 
history, COVID-19 is challenging every aspect of our lives. The story of this corona 
virus calamity is still unfolding but our memories and recollections of the pandemic 
will resound for many years to come,” Dr Trinca said. “By playing our role now in 
recording the everyday experiences of Australians as they navigate this difficult and 
sometimes tragic terrain, we hope to both help bridge the isolation many of us are 
feeling right now and assist Australians to help make sense of this period when they 
look back on it in years to come,” he said. 

The Bridging the Distance Facebook group is part of a wider Museum initiative to 
take its collection into people’s homes while the Museum's doors are closed due to the 
pandemic.

The Museum’s broader digital initiative #YourMuseum also includes online chats 
with curators, online gallery tours and video object profiles. “This digital initiative 
will make the Museum accessible to audiences across Australia and the world, with 
the delivery of content on the Museum’s website and across its social media channels, 
including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Weibo,” Dr Trinca said.

“#YourMuseum is here to tell our nation's stories in these uncertain times. Share 
your story with us and help us bridge the distance in these uncertain days,” Dr Trinca 
said.
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Thank you to everyone who got in touch following our article in last month’s edition, thanks 
to The Kuranda Paper for a lovely presentation.

Kuranda-Sprouts Seedsavers and the Mareeba Seedsavers Group are actively finding 
creative ways to make our seedbank and community seed exchange available to our 
community. Many more people have become interested in growing good nutritious organic 
food, which is great! Starting with locally-grown organic seeds is a bees-knees way of getting 
started. Many commercially produced seeds and plants are often chemically grown and 
treated, and sometimes hybridised and genetically modified and so do not produce true 
seed in the fruit or vegetable, so it is great that we have this wonderful resource of a locally-
grown, non-hybrid/non-GMO, organically-grown heritage and heirloom varieties in our local 
community seedbank.

One of the reasons we save our seeds is to conserve food-plant bio-diversity at the local 
level. Food Corporations tend to produce just a few varieties of the most popular plant-
foods while also far too often pushing smaller growers from their lands. In the process, a 
large variety of food-crops diversified through choosing the best for next season for many 
generations becomes reduced to those that make the Corporations the most money, leaving 
nourishment, nutrition and often taste by the wayside. Losing these valuable food-crops, 
and also the security of locally-grown heirloom seed varieties can be devastating in events 
of changing climate, extreme weather events, or uncertain times, and so local friends and 
neighbours getting together to share and swap seeds can contribute to local food resilience 
into the future. Locally grown seeds become localised to our conditions and have a better 
chance to produce healthier plants each season.

As of last year, amalgamations have left four massive seed/chemical companies 'owning' 
more than sixty percent of the world's seeds, which is not healthy for our natural food 
security. Each of us can make a difference through what we purchase, eat and grow, choosing 
to support local organic food-growers or corporate giants.

For this month’s step-by-step guide to saving seeds we present the deliciously crunchy 
and juicy cucumber. There are many varieties we can grow here and it's a great time to put 
the seeds in now.

Mark the cucumber/s you would like to save the seeds from with a ribbon or something 
similar and let anyone visiting your garden know to enjoy the others but not to munch out 
on those ones.

When the fruit has grown full size, and often goes yellowish and pale, pick the fruit/s you 
have chosen and cut in half. Scoop out the flesh into a bowl, adding water, and pick out any 
dodgy-looking seeds, leaving the best of your best to soak for a few days. Then gently sieve 
the water and remove any pulp from the seeds which are then spread out on mesh, trays or 
paper to dry. (Protect them from sun, rain, dew, condensation, heat, birds and other little 
munchers.) Depending on the weather this may take up to a week, it is important your seeds 
are totally dry before packing. Then put your seeds into envelopes (you can recycle and make 
your own) or glass jars with the date, variety, and seed source. All of this information can go 
onto a seed passport if you wish to add some to your local seedbank.

step-by-step to saving your own seeds…

•  B E S T S E L L E R S  •
Collins Booksellers Smithfield
BEST SELLERS FOR MAY 2020

1 Phosphorescence by Julia Baird
2 Bluey The Creek by Bluey
3 The Barefoot Investor by Scott Pape
4 Dawn of the Overlord by Aaron Blabey
5 The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse  

by Charlie Mackesy
6 A Bigger Picture by Malcolm Turnbull
7 Camino Winds by John Grisham
8 Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe
9 The Mirror and The Light by Hilary Mantel

10 A Theatre For Dreamers by Polly Samson
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Happy gardening, and let seedsavers know how you go, or contact us with any inspirations 
and/or questions – seedsavers@kurandaregion.org – be in touch if you would like to access 
the seedbank and we can send you a seedlist of what we have available, and you can also 
communicate through social media on www.facebook.com/groups/ssfnq

The results from a year long, statewide citizen science project called Edible Gardens led by 
the University of South Australia, undertaken prior to the pandemic, are encouraging.

Researchers investigated the productivity, efficiency and potential financial savings of 
almost 100 home food-garden areas established by 34 people in South Australia.

Overlooking garden setup costs, 79 per cent of people who established vegetable gardens 
were estimated to save more than $250 on their annual grocery bills, according to Dr Georgia 
Csortan.

Dr Csortan, a UniSA expert in urban food production, says considering the median setup 
costs of a food garden ($500), 65 per cent of the study gardens were also calculated to break 
even within five years.

Applying a wage-rate to time spent growing a food garden, the researchers found that just 
over one in six of the study gardeners produced enough food to cover their ongoing garden 
costs and effectively pay themselves the Australian minimum wage of $18.93 per hour.

“This is the first time that the economic value of sustainable home vegetable gardens has 
been quantified to this level of detail in Australia,” Dr Csortan says.

The results are even more significant in the era of COVID-19 as people self-isolate, 
quarantine, look for ways to save on food budgets and find new ways to occupy themselves 
during the lockdown.

“The swell of new food gardeners is a wonderful outcome from the restrictions of the 
COVID-19 crisis, but we need to ensure their efforts are not in vain,” Dr Csortan says. “How 
good would it be to come out of this pandemic with households and communities that are 
more resilient, more productive and more inter-connected than ever?”

“If done well, home gardens are an excellent way for people to remain productive, get in 
touch with nature, connect with the community and educate children in tangible, fun ways 
about where our food comes from.”

“While social distancing means we cannot reach out physically to our neighbours and 
friends, home gardens give people the opportunity to share or swap their produce and 
exchange tips, maintaining that human connection.”

Dr Csortan says urgent, coordinated education programs are needed in productive 
gardening to help new home gardeners ramp up their food production and avoid common 
mistakes.

She says growing food is not as time consuming as most people think, requiring on average 
just over an hour’s attention each week.

Installing the right irrigation system is crucial, to save time and money, and growing 
food in different ways (a mixture of inground beds, raised beds, wicking beds, fruit trees or 
keeping chickens) helps to provide more consistent and diverse year-round harvests.

More information about the Edible Garden project is available on the Public Library of 
Science (PLOS ONE) website, https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.
pone.0230232 or just google PLOS Edible Gardens Georgia Csortan. 
Source: The University of South Australia, Lead Researcher: Dr Georgia Csortan.

HOME GARDENS 
SET TO SAVE 
HOUSEHOLDS $250 
A YEAR, RESEARCH 
FINDS.
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Classes postponed for now!

Weekly activities posted  
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0402 537 952

Laurence Capocchi
Your local guy looking after your TV problems

All with a friendly  smile!

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations

• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets

• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

Antenna Guy
Laurence

laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com

SAMBAL OELEK 
Sambal Oelek is Indonesian, and it is essentially a raw chilli paste that is ground. It uses 
very few ingredients, traditionally red chilli peppers, vinegar and salt. It can be cooked after 
grinding together and this is the way I like it as it mellows the flavour and seems to store 
longer.

Makes about 1.5 cups

INGREDIENTS:  
500gm red chilli peppers, stems removed (Thai is traditional, but red jalapenos, serranos 
and cayenne peppers are good substitute)  
2 tablespoons rice vinegar (cider vinegar is fine too)  
1 tablespoon salt  
Note: as mentioned I like to freeze my fresh chillies so I can chop and de-seed them if I 
am making a medium heat version. A word of warning not to get your face too close to the 
processor or mortar and pestle, or pan if you don’t freeze chillies first. Fresh chillies can 
have volatile fumes.

METHOD: Add all of the ingredients to a food processor or other grinder or mortar and 
pestle.Grind until a course paste forms. Transfer to a shallow pan over low heat and heat 
until most of the liquid is absorbed, stirring as you go. Add to a sterilised jar and cover. 
Refrigerate until ready to use.

Photo: Fabienne Hubener

A bit of spice 
on the side

… chilli sauces for the brave and not so

VEGAN MEXICAN MOLE (pronounced like olé, and not like the furry ground-dwelling 
creature) SAUCE: note this is a make the day before sauce but will keep a few days in the 
fridge. 

Makes 6 Servings

INGREDIENTS:  
25g ancho chillies with stalks removed (or use whatever fresh or dried chilli you have)  
2 large tomatoes skinned  
a pinch of dried oregano  
1 tbsp each of flaked almonds  
sesame seeds, walnuts, pumpkin seeds  
a pinch of cinnamon 
½ tsp ground cumin 
½ tsp fennel seeds 
3 whole cloves 
6 black peppercorns  
3 tbsp olive oil 
1 onion chopped 
2 tsp smoked paprika 
70g raisins  
50g stale brown or rustic bread torn into small pieces 
50g dark chocolate 
sea salt and black pepper 

METHOD: 
1. Cover the ancho chillies in boiling water and leave for at least 30 minutes, fresh chilli can 
just be chopped and seeded. 
2. Roughly chop the tomatoes and put them in a large bowl with the oregano. Lightly toast 
the seeds and nuts until golden brown. Add to the tomatoes.
3. Lightly toast the spices until fragrant and grind in a pestle and mortar, or spice grinder. 
Add to the bowl.
4. In a large frying pan cook the onion in the olive oil for 10 minutes over a medium heat. 
Add the smoked paprika, raisins and bread. Continue to cook for 10 minutes until the 
raisins have puffed up and the bread is lightly toasted.
5. Drain the chillies but keep the soaking juice. Slice the chillies thinly and add to the pan 
along with the tomato-nut mix. Stir well and cook for 10 minutes. Pour in about 200ml of 
the chilli soaking juice or veg stock and bring up to a simmer. Cook for 10 more minutes or 
until you have a thick sauce.
6. Grate the chocolate into the sauce. Season well with salt, then tip into a food processor or 
liquidiser. Blitz until smooth. At this point the sauce can be sieved for a smooth finish but a 
bit of texture may be preferable.

Serve warm drizzled over steamed or baked foods of your choice. Experiment! 

Everyone has their own personal chilli threshold. I personally love a bit of hot chilli power 
but I know that for some it I can be too overpowering. A good way to please everyone is to 
have your chilli treat as an optional sauce. There are many variations but here are three top 
options. 

Note: from experience I can say that when working with fresh chillis, especially more than one 
or two, a great investment is a pair of disposable latex gloves which will mean you will be able 
to feel your fingers after preparation, though it won’t stop you from knowing it if you touch 
your eyes, lips or nose with chilli juice on them – I guess though we should be getting used 
to NOT touching our faces. Still it is a worthwhile precaution, another tip is that if you are 
cutting and seeding a lot of chilli freeze them first, much much easier. Enjoy, Queenobeans.
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Carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuel sources reached a maximum daily decline of 17 per 
cent in April as a result of drastic decline in energy demand that have occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Preliminary analysis, published in Nature Climate Change (www.nature.com) was 
conducted by researchers from the University of East Anglia, Stanford University, the CICERO 
Center for International Climate Research and CSIRO as part of the Global Carbon Project. 
The research is supported through funding from the Earth Systems and Climate Change Hub 
of the Australian Government's National Environmental Science Program.

“Emissions reached their peak decline on 7 April, with a 17 per cent decline compared 
to the same time last year,” CSIRO researcher and Global Carbon Project Director Dr Pep 
Canadell said.

“To put that figure in context, daily emissions declined on average between January to 
April by 8.6 per cent again compared to the same period last year.”

The impact of COVID-19 on global emissions has been estimated based on a combination 
of energy, activity and policy data available up until the end of April 2020.The data was drawn 
from 69 countries, including Australia, which represented 97 per cent of global emissions and 
85 per cent of the world’s population. Estimates were then compared against daily emissions 
data from the same period in 2019. 

“Decreases in emissions in 2020 were largest in China where industry and communities 
first locked down, followed by the US, Europe, and then India,” Dr Canadell, who is also a 
co-author of the paper, said.  

"The peak 17 per cent daily decline on 7 April was because China, the US, India, and all 
other major carbon-emitting countries were all in a high-level of lock-down at the same time.” 

Researchers estimated country level emissions based on a ‘confinement index’ representing 
the effect of different national policies and estimated impact to six sectors of the economy: 
electricity and heating (power), surface transport, industry, public buildings and commerce, 
residential and aviation. They determined the decrease in emissions for each sector based on 
the severity of confinement (lock-down) and impact on the sector. 

The global decrease in emissions has been triggered primarily by changes in numbers 
of cars and other vehicles on the road (the surface transport sector - which also includes 
shipping) leading to a 36 per cent decrease in emissions, equivalent to 7.5 megatonnes (5.9 to 
9.6) carbon dioxide (CO2). Lock downs of varying levels have restricted the ability of people 
to travel in passenger cars and commute to work.  

“Across other sectors, the power sector ranked second and the industry sector 
(encompassing manufacturing and material productions) third in terms of their contributions 
to the global decrease in emissions in early April,” Dr Canadell said.  

OCEAN PLASTIC RETURNING TO AUSSIE COASTLINES
Plastic waste in the ocean is making its way back to land and increasing pollution on 
Australia’s beaches, according to new research from CSIRO, Australia’s national science 
agency.

It explains why estimates of waste entering the ocean each year are one hundred 
times larger than the amount of plastic observed floating on the surface, and suggests 
waste management strategies on land need to accommodate larger volumes of pollution 
than previously estimated.

Dr Denise Hardesty is a Principal Research Scientist with CSIRO, working to solve 
the plastic pollution crisis by reducing unmanaged plastic leaking into the environment.

“We collected data on the amount and location of plastic pollution every 100 
kilometres around the entire coast of Australia between 2011 and 2016,” Dr Hardesty 
said.

“The highest concentrations of marine debris were found along the coastal backshores, 
where the vegetation begins.”

Arianna Olivelli from Utrecht University, who led the analysis, said these findings 
indicate that coasts are a major sink for marine debris, particularly for larger debris 
items.

“The debris recorded along the coasts was found to be a mix of littering and deposition 
from the ocean,” Ms Olivelli said.

“The results suggest that plastic is moving from urban areas into the ocean, and then 
being transported back onshore, and pushed onto land, where it remains.

“Onshore wind and waves, together with more densely populated areas, influences 
the amount and distribution of marine debris. The further back we went from the water’s 
edge, the more debris we found.”

Wave activity has a much stronger effect than wind in determining where debris ends 
up.

These findings highlight the importance of including the entire width of coastal areas 
in studies to understand how much, and where, debris gets trapped.

This is critical for developing targeted waste management policies, particularly in 
areas with large regional populations, to reduce litter ending up in our oceans and along 
our coasts.
The study is published in Environmental Research Letters, is available online at the 
IOP (Institute of Physics) Science website  
www. iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab7836 
Source: www.csiro.au

The Kuranda Al-Anon Family Group has re-opened in the hall under St Saviour's 
Church, Coondoo Street, Kuranda. The group meets every Monday at 11am and 
meetings go for an hour. We will be abiding by State regulations re social distancing 
etc. 

Al-Anon is a mutual support program for people who are living with or have 
lived with someone whose drinking created problems for themselves or others. 
Sometimes a relationship with a problem drinker can have effects that last long 
after the drinking has stopped or the relationship ended, and attending an Al-Anon 
Family Group may be helpful. 

For further information please call 1300 ALANON or local member Kate P on 
0400 517 949 

meetings resumeKURANDA AL-ANON 
FAMILY GROUP 

“With people being urged to stay home and isolate there was a corresponding increase in 
global residential emissions (2.8 per cent) which saw a 0.2 megatonne (0.1 to 0.4) increase 
in CO2 at its peak decline.”  

The global aviation industry, which has been largely grounded as a result of COVID-19, 
saw a 60 per cent decline in early April emissions compared to 2019. This is equivalent to 1.7 
megatonnes (1.3 to 2.2) CO2.

Overall emissions in 2020 will be dependent on how long and to what extent confinement 
lasts, the time it will take to resume normal activities, and the degree to which life will ‘return 
to normal’, said the co-authors of the paper. If countries remain in lock down at varying levels 
until the end of the year, there is estimated to be an overall decrease by 7.5 per cent (2.7 to 
12.9). However, if economy and society-wide restrictions lift by mid-June, there is estimated 
to only be an overall decrease of 4.2 per cent (2.2 to 6.6). 

COVID-19 PUTS BRAKES ON 
GLOBAL EMISSIONS 
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Part 2 – Housing

Housing for all poultry must meet certain needs for both you and your birds. It must be 
predator proof, well ventilated, easy to clean (think ‘mite infestation’ if you’re not sure what 
I mean), and provide some protection from extremes of weather: heat, cold, wind and rain. 
It will probably need somewhere for your birds to lay eggs, and somewhere for them to perch 
at night. 

Perches shouldn’t be more that 1m or so from the ground, unless you have a very light 
breed of chicken. It has been many, many generations since modern chooks have roosted 
high up in trees, and these days jumping down from high perches can cause bumblefoot and 
other health issues. Unlike wild birds, chickens don’t perch on roosts; they sleep flat footed, 
without gripping. Perches 5–10cm are actually perfect for chooks. It’s good to allow 25cm of 
perch length per bird. If you have bantams (little chooks) you can reduce these measurements 
accordingly. Perches should be made of wood, and be reasonably smooth to avoid providing 
too much habitat for mites and lice. 

Because chickens will all want to sleep at the highest comfortable place, perches should 
be positioned higher than the nesting boxes. If not, you risk chooks sleeping (i.e. pooing) 
inside the nesting box all night. It’s worth considering where all that night poo will fall, and 
don’t place anything underneath the perches at all, except some sort of material to catch that 
garden-gold. Some hay, grass clippings or similar. 

As the name implies, chickens have a strong ‘pecking order’. Boss hens will roost on the 
highest perches, and in the middle of the line. Subordinate hens sleep lower down. Some 
chickens will not roost at all. Roosting can sometimes be encouraged by placing them on the 
roost each night when you lock them away. This only works sometimes and while it is better 
if they roost, it’s also not worth losing too much sleep over. 

There are many options to consider when thinking about their home in general. A 
permanent, predator proof home, usually with a run attached, is one option. This suits many 
situations and while it is quite labour intensive to build, provided it is thoughtfully designed, 
it makes the long-term care of the chooks a breeze. Thought needs to be given to how you will 
lock the chooks up each night before dusk, let them out at dawn, easily feed them, provide 
clean water, and clean out their manure. 

The other option is a movable ‘tractor’ type design that moves over the ground, leaving an 
area with less weed and insect pressure, and a scattering of nitrogen-rich manure. The biggest 
problem with this design in North Queensland is that it is very hard to harness the scratching 
power of the chickens while also keeping them safe from pythons, that will go under and into 

FOWL TIMES
a pen if it is on slightly uneven ground. You may need to add snake mesh to the bottom of 
the pen, which almost defeats the purpose. A solution is to carry the chickens into the tractor 
for their day-job, and tuck them safely away somewhere at night, or to make a smaller house 
within the tractor that they can be locked into at night. 

We have tried and loved a third solution, where a movable pen is placed inside of electric 
chicken netting. The pen and net are moved to a new spot when the chickens have served 
their purpose in one area, and the night pen is snake proof, even if the larger area is not.

However we have come almost full circle and have begun to mark out a permanent chook 
shed. To demonstrate the necessities and possibilities I’ll describe it- It will be approximately 
4 x 5m, well insulated and ventilated. It will have a 44 gallon drum for a feeder that the 
chickens can always access, and a few ‘chicken nipples’ (be careful Googling this!) attached 
to a tank outside the shed. They will have access to an outdoor run through a solar powered 
door that will open at 7am-ish and close at 6pm-ish, depending on the season. They will lay 
their eggs in roll-away nesting boxes so there will be no chance of egg-eating, egg-pooping, 
egg-squashing or egg-sitting. This will be accessed from outside of the pen. The outdoor run 
will be 5 x 10m and will not be netted, however our chickens are all big, tough breeds and once 
they are mature, the goshawks leave them alone. Babies will be raised in a separate goshawk/
goanna proof tractor in the winter.

The chickens will have access to four separate spaces from the run, and we will grow 
chook food in these – amaranth, mulberries, chia, arrowroot and a whole bunch of other 
goodies.The straw from the shed will be used as mulch around the fruit trees. The woodchip/
compost will be used as a mulch/top dress for the veggie and flower beds.

This all sounds like a huge undertaking, and its not even that chickens are such a major 
part of our life. We enjoy them, and we love their perfect, poo-free, orange-yolked eggs. But for 
us they are not pets, but fellow workers on this land. 
We want to keep them efficiently, and cost-
effectively, but also happy and healthy. 
They must earn their keep through 
eating insects, turning compost, 
scratching weeds, making fertiliser 
and laying eggs. Luckily these are 
some of their favourite ways to 
spend their days. And it’s a true 
joy to watch a happy chook 
doing her favourite things. It’s 
our job to make it pleasant for 
the humans and the chooks 
in the partnership. And with 
a little thought and research 
into some different housing 
requirements this becomes 
easy. Enjoy getting creative with 
the possibilities! 

by Madi Sparrow, Koah

Top left: Chicken tractor
Left: DIY chicken feeder
Above: Roll away nesting box
Photos: Madi Sparrow

"Lord, let me be the 
person my chickens 

think I am"
Unknown
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Moon Gardening gaining popularity 

A big upsurge in gardening has been one of the positives to 
come out of the current COVID-19 situation. Local producers 
of the Moon Gardening Calendar, Jean and Sheree Scott, 
have had online sales of their product more than double in 
recent months since the initial lockdowns.

“Many of our customers say they are starting their first 
vegetable garden. It reminds us of when we first started 
market gardening in the 1970s. They are looking for any 
information to help them,” Jean says. “We were lucky to be 
introduced to moon gardening techniques and have used 
them ever since.”

While lunar gardening methods developed through 
the power of observation that certain plants grow better at 
certain phases of the moon, the principle is based on the 
moon’s gravitational effect on the moisture in the plants 
and soil. Just as the moon influences the ebb and flow of 
the tides, it also affects all other water on the planet, raising 
and lowering the groundwater tables at various times of the 
month and increasing the sap flow in plants.At different 
phases of the moon the gravitational pull of the sun and 
moon are combined to create a high sap run in plants that 
encourages leafy growth. At other times, such as during the 
waning moon, these natural forces encourage downward 
growth to the roots of the plants.

As a result, moon gardeners divide plants into two 
groups. One is above ground crops, which have their edible 
part above the ground, such as leafy greens, tomatoes and 
cucumbers, and even fruit trees. The other group of plants 
are root crops, which have their edible part below the ground, 
including carrots, potatoes, beetroot and onions.  

Here in the tropics, we are often challenged to grow 
the traditional European herbs such as parsley, rosemary, 
thyme and sage. Planting by the moon phases gives plants 
greater vitality and resistance to disease.There is also a 
preferred time to harvest by the moon. When the sap run 
is low, around the moon’s last quarter, those herbs wanted 

for drying will contain less moisture, store better and have 
greater concentrations of essential oils.

The key to growing successful herbs is finding a position 
where they get good drainage, preferably morning sun, 
and good airflow to resist fungal attack.Growing in pots is 
popular, also raised garden beds, or placing stones around 
the herb garden to create a drier micro-climate.

Parsley is a popular and valuable addition to any herb 
garden. It can be used in tabouli, Italian dishes, in potato 
salad and goes well with fish.The plant is often grown as an 
annual but is slow to germinate, so it is best to start with 
seedlings or starter herb pots. Ensure the plant has free-
draining soil and fertilise well. Never over-pick the central 
leaves as I can kill the plant if you pick too much, too soon. 
With luck, your parsley may last 2 years in the right position.

Rosemary is a bit more difficult to grow as it is prone 
to fungal rot if it gets too wet or humid. We have had great 
success with a terracotta pot under the kitchen window. The 
plant has lasted more than 5 years enjoying the dry heat from 
the house wall and protection from excess rain under the 
eaves.

Chilli plants also prefer a sunny, dry position and 
generally thrive on neglect. Overwatering is often the biggest 
downfall when growing these.

Comfrey is a great herb to have on hand if you have hens 
or a compost heap. It is a nutritious tonic food for hens, being 
a source of vitamin B12 and high in protein, while helping 
with digestive disorders. Throw a few leaves in the compost 
and it acts as an accelerator to speed up the decomposing 
process. Also known as knitbone or bruisewort, this medicinal 
herb was traditionally used in a poultice to help heal broken 
bones, strains and wounds.

Basil and the blue-flowering borage are both easy to grow 
and great for attracting bees to a vegetable garden. Plant to 
the side as basil can attract grasshoppers.

For more information on the Moon Gardening, go to 
www.moongardeningcalendar.com.au

by Sheree Scott, Kuranda 

Comfrey

Rosemary

Borage flowers

Parsley and Spring onion

LEMON ROSEMARY BAKED POTATOES
Serves 6

INGREDIENTS:
1.5 kg red potatoes, halved
2 tablespoons olive oil
Juice of 1 lemon
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
2 tablespoons unsalted butter or Nuttlex (vegan) 
Zest of 1 lemon
2 tablespoons chopped parsley leaves
2 sprigs fresh rosemary

METHOD:
Preheat oven to 400°F. Lightly oil a baking sheet.

Place potatoes in a single layer onto the prepared baking 
sheet. Add olive oil, lemon juice, garlic and rosemary; 
season with salt and pepper, to taste. Gently toss to 
combine.

Place into oven and bake for 25-30 minutes, or until golden 
brown and crisp. Stir in butter until melted, about 1 minute.

Serve immediately, garnished with lemon zest, parsley and 
rosemary, if desired.

GARLIC AND ROSEMARY SKILLET BREAD

INGREDIENTS:
1 cup warm water 
1 tablespoon sugar
1 scant tablespoon active dry yeast (or 1 package)
3/4 teaspoon kosher or sea salt
1/4 cup olive oil (goes in the dough)
2 and 1/4 cups all-purpose or bread flour, plus more as 
needed
1 tablespoon olive oil (for bottom of skillet)
1 tablespoon olive oil (for top of bread)
2 cloves garlic, thinly sliced
2 sprigs fresh rosemary, chopped (or 1 teaspoon dried)
1/2 teaspoon kosher or sea salt

METHOD:
In a large bowl, or stand mixer, add warm water, sugar, and 
yeast. Stir together with a spoon, rest mixture for 5 minutes. 
If your mixture is bubbly and a bit foamy after 5 minutes, 
congratulations! You didn't kill your yeast. If it's not, then 
start over.
Add 3/4 teaspoon salt, 1/4 cup olive oil, and 2 and 1/4 cups 
flour. Stir together with a spoon until a soft dough forms. 
Then if you are using a stand mixer, switch to the dough 
hook and knead for 8-10 minutes. If you're kneading by 
hand, turn onto a well-floured work surface and knead for 
8-10 minutes. Add more flour as needed. You want the 
dough to be firm but it is still a little sticky. 
Grease a large bowl. Scrape the dough into the bowl, form 
a ball, and turn to coat the top with oil. Cover with plastic 
wrap and let rise for 45 minutes. (Hang onto the plastic 
wrap for the second rise)
Coat a 10-inch cast iron skillet with 1 tablespoon olive oil. 
Punch down the dough and press it into the bottom of 
the pan. Use a sharp knife to score the bread on top in a 
crisscross pattern.
Brush the top with 1 tablespoon olive oil. Then sprinkle with 
garlic, rosemary, and 1/2 teaspoon salt.
Cover loosely with plastic wrap and let rise another 20 
minutes.
Preheat your oven to 200°C. 
When the bread has risen, bake at 200 C for 20–25 minutes.
Remove from the oven when the top is light golden brown 
all over.
Remove the bread from the skillet right away and let cool on 
a wire rack. 
Drizzle with more olive oil, slice into wedges, and serve hot!

Garden to plate
Herbs are great
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The Kuranda Paper is a  
not-for-profit publication. 

Profits generated by advertising 
support local community 

groups and projects. 

13 11 14

P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm  

(first Wednesday of each month)

20 Barang Street, Kuranda

The first Baha’is in Australia

“Born in London in 1855, Hyde Dunn was engaged in business 
in Britain and continental Europe before emigrating to the 
United States. In 1905, whilst at a tinsmith's shop in Seattle, 
he observed the shopkeeper in excited conversation with a 
man who had just returned from the Prison of 'Akká [in the 
Holy Land] and the presence of 'Abdu'l-Bahá;   he overheard 
the quotation "Let not a man glory in this, that he loves his 
country, but let him glory in this, that he loves his kind". 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda

Meditations/Reflections, Morning Prayers and Study Circles: and other face to face Baha’i meetings 
can only be held for the time being if not more than five visitors to a home due to current restrictions. But don’t 
let this put you off showing an interest and attending. Arrangements will be made to keep meetings within this 
limit so that you will be most welcome. We have weekly morning prayers, devotions, study circles, holy days and 
other frequent events in this locality. Please enquire.

Hyde Dunn later recalled that "The words reached me with 
dynamic force, its truth and power crystallised in my heart — 
a new consciousness awakened... That one glorious utterance 
magnetised my whole being, appealed as a new note, sent 
forth from God to His wandering creatures — a Message from 
the Supreme to the sons of men".
Recognising the Truth, Hyde Dunn interrupted the 
conversation, and accepted immediately the Revelation of 
Bahá'u'lláh. The year was 1905.”
(Shoghi Effendi)

WORSHIP AT ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH HAS 
RECOMMENCED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS. 

For times and information please call  
4093 8735

A weekly service is streamed on Sundays on 
Youtube and Facebook. Search for

St Saviour’s Anglican Church Kuranda 

Enquiries to Chris Wright 
Phone: 4093 8735

Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

This month we read from St John's Gospel Chapter 14 
verses 1 to 14

In the Gospel passage Jesus says to his disciples "Let not 
your heart be troubled," he is actually touching the heart of our 
human situation. We are often, yes all of us, deeply troubled 
about many things, about ourselves, our relationships, our 
future, our society. The list is long. 

In the face of this Jesus reminds us that our lives are not 
merely isolated and meaningless phenomena. Our lives are 
the creation of God, and for the duration of our lives Our 
Lord offers himself as our lifelong companion. Jesus then 
speaks of the destiny of our lives. 

Life in this world is not all there is of life. This may seem 
a most obvious thing to say to Christians, yet the sad fact is 
that many Christians are so affected by the culture we live in 
that they no longer see their lives as being lived out as part of 
a greater life. We need to be reminded of this greater life by 
Jesus' clear and most direct word in this passage.

Thomas's sudden cry is expressing something we all feel. 
What is the purpose of human life and how do we live it? For 
a Christian the response comes from Our Lord as it did to 
Thomas. 

The way we try to live our lives is Jesus' way. The truth we 
try to find is Jesus' truth, and the meaning we attach to our 
life is the meaning Jesus attached to his. For Jesus, the truth 
about life is that it is a gift given by God. The way to live it is 

St Saviour's Thought for June

to give it back to God in service day by day in all that we do. 
For Jesus this was the way and the truth and the life. 

So it is for a Christian.
We live at a time when there is much discussion as to who 

Jesus was and who he is for Christians. Such discussion will 
continue to the end of time because Jesus Christ is a profound 
and eternal mystery. But if we look at what Our Lord says in 
this passage to Philip we will hear one great truth about Jesus 
which we can hold to in any discussion. Philip asked Jesus to 
show him God. It is what we all desire, to know the essential 
meaning and source of life. 

But Jesus turns to Philip and tells him that he [Philip] 
has already seen a portrait of God in this very friend [Jesus] 
to whom he is talking. If we want to know the nature of God, 
we have only to look at Jesus. Jesus is our window into the 
nature of God. Whenever we are conscious of the presence of 
Our Lord we are becoming aware of God's working within us. 

To know such things and to believe them, then to use 
them as the basis for our approach to life, is to have immense 
spiritual resources available. 

Words of wisdom  
from my 
Grandmother...

Had I known in 
February that it was 
the last time I would 
be in a restaurant, I 
would have ordered 

the dessert.

Services at St Saviour’s Church have recommenced using 
strict social distancing and cleaning protocols. Numbers are 
limited to 10 persons but should increase in coming weeks, 
interested people should call 4093 8735 for information.

Possum Corner Op shop has also re-opened on Monday to 
Fridays and has plenty of bargains. 

A big thank you to our many volunteers.  

News from St Saviour’s 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 

ST SAVIOUR’S 
KURANDA

note
all church gatherings 

affected due to covid-19.
Check with churches for current 

arrangements and live  
streaming services.

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Saturday 
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BAYU: shelter. Nganydji bayu gundal. We are making 
a bayu. 
BIBARA: clap-sticks. Nyurra bibara badji! Hit the 
clapsticks!
BIDA: bark-tray. Ngawunggyu bida gunil dumbul-
mu. I’m making a bida from bark.
BIRRBI-BIRRBI: small axe. Ngawu djulbin gunil 
birrbi-birrbi-la. I’m cutting wood with a birrbi-birrbi.
BUDA: bark blanket. Ngayanda buda waan! Give me 
a blanket.
BULYAL: bark cloth. Bulyal gidjarr gundal. Painting 
bark cloth.
BUNBUDJA: spinning-top, from gourd. Bunbudja 
warrnggi- warrngging. Bunbudja spinning around.
DABUL: septum stick, nose ornament. Bama banydjil 
dayal-djada dabuli. People with septum sticks.
DALNGGUL: grinding stone. Badil bulba dalnggul-
nda. Grind the cycad nuts with a dalnggul.

 

WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU

going looking for words

BAYU
BIBARA
BIDA
BIRRBI-BIRRBI
BUDA
BULYAL
BUNBUDJA
DABUL
DALNGGUL
DJIMURRU
DJINIL
DJURRBAL
DUGABIL
GALGA
GAMBI
GANDA
GARRGAL
GIMALA
GIYIMU

GUGULU
GUNAMBALA
GUNDJI
GURRNGA
MADJAY
MILAY
MIRRIMBAL
MIRUU
MURANGGAL
NARRA
NGADIL
WAGAY
WARRDJAN
WAYMBIL
WURRU
YALMA
YIGI-YIGI
YIMBI
YIRRMBA
YULAL
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BAYU
BIBARA
BIDA
BIRRBI-BIRRBI
BUDA
BULYAL
BUNBUDJA
DABUL
DALNGGUL
DJIMURRU
DJINIL
DJURRBAL
DUGABIL
GALGA
GAMBI
GANDA
GARRGAL
GIMALA
GIYIMU
GUGULU
GUNAMBALA

GUNDJI
GURRNGA
MADJAY
MILAY
MIRRIMBAL
MIRUU
MURANGGAL
NARRA
NGADIL
WAGAY
WARRDJAN
WAYMBIL
WURRU
YALMA
YIGI-YIGI
YIMBI
YIRRMBA
YULAL

WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU 
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common 
ngirrma, language.

The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and 
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called 
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji 
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these 
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes. 

Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji 

Vowel Sounds
/a/ is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words  
 “some, “come” e.g. bama (person) 
/a:/ is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but  
 longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/ is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.  
 bina  
 (ear)
/i;/ the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like  
 the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:  
 (again)
/u/ is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English 
word  
 “book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/ the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel  
 sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.  
 djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/ The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced  
 simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/ is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan  
 (moon)
/rr/ a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of  
 the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly) 
/r/ as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car  
 e.g. biri (fire) 

/ny/ is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/  
 pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
/ng/ as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
/n.g/ when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run 
the  
 two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
/ngg/ is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”  
 e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
/ay/ is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye” 
 e.g. Djabugay 
Stress
When saying Djabugay words which syllables 
should we stress?

In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina 
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. 
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a 
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet 
snake). 
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the 
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g. 
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

DJABUGAY
A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier 
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level 
that pushed the people back inland and created the present 
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to 
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their 
stories to the present day.

The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home, 
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of 

the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly 
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and 
the weather.

Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection 
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic 
inheritance.

             Michael Quinn

WORD MEANINGS

DJIMURRU: large wet-season shelter. Djimurru balga! 
Build a djimurru!
DJINIL: spear point. Djinil wururri gula-m! Take the 
spear point from the body!
DJURRBAL: dalmba grass dilly-bag. Nyurra djurrbal 
gundal. You are making a djurrbal bag.
DUGABIL: bark water container. Dugabil bana-wu. 
Container for water.
GALGA: spear. Ngawunggu galga gundal. I’m making 
a galga.
GAMBI: clothes. Djaa ngayang gambi? Where are my 
clothes?
GANDA: digging-stick, yam-stick. Banydjil-ndu garuu 
djulal gandaa. The woman is digging hairy yam with a 
ganda, digging-stick.
GARRGAL: fishing line and hook. Ngawu garrgal 
dabay-galing guyu-wu. I’m going to throw out a line 
for guyu.

GIMALA: fire-sticks. Ngawunggu biri maal gimala-
la. I’m making biri with fire-sticks.
GIYIMU: bullet-spear. Bama-lu giyimu gundal. The 
Bama is making a bullet-spear.
GUGULU: funeral clap-sticks. Ngawu gugulu badji-
badjil. I’m hitting the gugulu sticks.
GUNAMBALA: hair belt. Gunambala gayarran 
budjay-mu gulmbu-malim. Hair-belt from possum fur 
and human hair. 
GUNDJI: nut-cracking stone. Gurrndu badji gundjii! 
Strike the Kuranda quandong with a gundji!
GURRNGA: drum made from flame tree. Gurrnga 
gundany gurrngam-mu.

MADJAY: shield. Bama-lu madjay gidjarr gundal. 
The Bama is painting up a shield.
MILAY: spear-thrower. Galga milay-djada. Spear and 
spear-thrower.
MIRRIMBAL: cockatoo feather headdress. Gudji bama 
gidjarri mirrimbali. That person is painted up with a 
headdress.
MIRUU: club. Miruu daban! Throw the club!
MURANGGAL: heavy, fighting spear. Muranggal 
galgalay. A muranggal spear is long.
NARRA: bark string. Djugabal ganil narraa. Tying a 
djugabal (bayu frame) with string.
NGADIL: barb on spear. Galga ngadili. Spear with 
barbs.
WAGAY: sword. Gari nganya guni wagunydja! Don’t 
cut me with the sword!
WARRDJAN: raft. Bama nyinang warrdjan-da. 
People sitting on a warrdjan.
WAYMBIL: large, double-headed axe. Gudji bama 
garrang waymbil-i. That man coming with an axe.
WURRU: drum-stick. Gurrnga badji wurruu! Hit the 
drum with drumstick.
YALMA: cross-boomerang. Bama-lu gudjanggu 
yalma dabang. That Bama is throwing a yalma.
YIGI-YIGI: didgeridoo. Nyurra milba yigi-yigi 
buyburril. You are skilled at playing a yigi-yigi.
YIMBI: lawyer cane, half-moon basket. Ngawunggu 
yimbi gunbi-gunbil. I’m weaving a yimbi.
YIRRMBA: fishing-spear. Ngawu galing guyu-wu 
yirrmbaa. I’m going for fish with a yirrmba spear.
YULAL: canoe, boat. Nganydji yulal gundal. We are 
making a dug-out canoe.

Wha Hae 22 April 2020. Photo: Beverly Henderson
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Get a “FREE Quote” today on your 
affordable Driveway, Building Site, 
Dams, Culverts, Landscaping, Rock 
Works, Bush/Sports Tracks & More 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 

  

 

Bowen Therapy & 
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply 
Healing 0402 804 591,  
www.simplyhealing.net.au
Phone for an appointment to 
start on the path of healing 
today.
Clothing alterations & 
dressmaking in Speewah, 
Karen is professional & 
reasonably priced. For all your 
sewing needs call  
0459 184 223.
Commercial deliveries 
available via 1300 Rideshare. 
Flat delivery rate, check 
Rideshare App, slide to open 
Delivery option or call  
1300 743374.
Designer Fabrics by local 
Kuranda artist Gerhard 
Hillmann. Featuring plants and 
animals from the rainforest 
and more. Ideal for patchwork, 
quilting and interior design. 
100% organic cotton.
www.naturesfacefabrics.com
Expert clothing 

alterations, new garments 
and upholstery. No job too 
big or small. Over 30 years’ 
experience. Call Vicki  
0400 791 345 or 4093 8976.
For sale Greenhouse 100m2, 
full of plants, $25,000 
ONO. Please call 4093 8227
Fresh Reef Fish delivered 
to your door, Kuranda-
Cairns-Mareeba. Whole or 
fresh filleted. Kuranda-based 
Pristine Reef Fish. Like us on 
Facebook to keep updated. 
Commercial fishing licence 
4546. Call Richard  
0407 908 375.
Just Gorgeous is open on 
weekends for your shopping 
and social pleasure. 
10am until at least 2.30pm (or 
later if you’re there.) Thanks 
for your support. 4093 7508.
Koah Hall is seeking 
volunteers to join simple 
rosters for helping hands in 
Koah's Ark & Garden. Email 
koahhall@gmail.com, or 

message through Koah Hall 
Facebook.
Koah Markets NO Market for 
June. We are planning to kick 
off Koah Markets again Sat 4 
July. Please come along and 
make it a cracker!
Kuranda Arts Co-operative 
has a range of unique eclectic 
and functional artwork that 
won’t break the bank — buy 
local! Open 11am–2pm or call 
artists Henri 4093 8776, Mollie 
4093 9063,  
Cathy 0407 758645 or  
Kate 4093 9668 for assistance. 
20 Coondoo Street, 4093 9026.
Local Art: Save time 
travelling down the range 
and buy your art locally at the 
Kuranda Arts Co-operative,  
20 Coondoo Street, 4093 9026.
Lochy’s Lawns, 
Landscaping and Property 
Maintenance lawn mowing, 
snipping, experienced 
Handyman and Landscaper, 
Household and Property 

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*

30 WORDS MAXIMUM

For sale, lost/found and outdated 
entries will be deleted after one 
month. Repeat advertisements 
will be deleted at the discretion 
of the paper. Existing Kuranda 
Paper advertisers and community 
groups will be prioritised for 
repeats depending on available 
space. Submit classifieds via 
email mail@kurandapaper.com

Maintenance, Pressure 
Cleaning. No job too small. 
Free quote 0401 513 617.
NBN Fibre, Fixed Wireless 
and Satellite Internet. 
Call local, Speewah based, 
NBN experts for fast reliable 
NBN with local Aussie based 
Support!  07 4222 1111. Cairns 
Computer Support / ANT 
Communications
Need a part or item 
urgently from Cairns or 
coast? Call Rideshare  
1300 743374 or 0436 392 441.
Professional knife 
sharpening. Mobile service 
call 4093 8382 or  
0409 558 027
Resume: In Speewah, Cairns 
longest-running resume 
writing business — over thirty 
years’ experience. Resumes, 
Employment Applications, web 
text, all forms of copy writing, 
editing and proofreading. 
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter) 
Phone: 4093 0449.

Sandra Viden Design 
presently open weekends 
11am–3pm or during the week 
by appointment until further 
notice. Please phone Sylvia 
on 0412 636 379. We will be 
happy to assist you.
Tropical Zen Village 
Kitchen for Sri Lankan Curries 
& Delicious Treats & Sweets. 
Shop 9 Kuranda Market Arcade, 
Kuranda Original Rainforest 
Markets.

If you are unwell with the following symptoms – cough, 
shortness of breath, sore throat, or a fever (or a history of fever) 
Queensland Health encourages you to get tested immediately 
for coronavirus (COVID-19).
Contact your doctor, go to the nearest hospital emergency 
department or book an appointment at a drive-through fever 
clinic by calling 4226 4781.
There are fever clinics at Mareeba Hospital, Cairns Hospital, 
Atherton Hospitaland drive-through clinics at Cairns North and 
Edmonton Community Health Centres.

The new COVIDSafe app is completely 
voluntary. Downloading the app is something 
you can do to protect you, your family and 
friends and save the lives of other Australians. 
The more Australians connect to the COVIDSafe 
app, the quicker we can find the virus.
For detailed questions and answers about this 
app go to www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-
and-tools/covidsafe-app
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Need help 
with a 

drinking 
problem?

1300 322 322

www.aa.org.au

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs) volunteer to serve the public  
by signing documents that need a qualified witness. 

Robin Anscomb
0409 046 932

Karen McLaren
4093 8780

Please phone for an 
appointment or leave 

a message.

Wendy Pritchard
Monday to Thursday

8.30am–3.30pm

Ngoonbi Housing 
Office, 40 Coondoo 

Street, Kuranda

Justices of the Peace

FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com

Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE

RECYCLE ROAD REPORTS

DEFIBRILLATORS WATER AND SEPTIC

LAUNDROMAT

HELPFUL FACEBOOK GROUPS

HELP GROUPS

Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended 
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858 
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

SNAKE REMOVAL 
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

Council EMERGENCY 
number for local roads 
1300 308 461

Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway 
Report an Incident  
13 19 40 (24/7)

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Kuranda Mens Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road 
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts 
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road 
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005
Kuranda Fish Farm 4093 0147 

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688 

BP Service Station complex  
Open 24/7

KURANDA RANGE UPDATES (21,000 + members)
On the spot traffic reports, in real time, for the Kuranda Range Road. 
KURANDA NOTICE BOARD GROUP (6,000 + members)
Information sharing, discussion, advertising. Open group.  
ALL THINGS KURANDA (1,000 + members) 
Discussion group for Kuranda district residents only. Some restrictions on sale of items. 
SPEEWAH AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS GROUP (1,000 + members)
Information sharing and support. Helpful for real time info on weather, power outages, 
community events etc. Some restrictions on listing items for sale (check group rules) 
SPEEWAH RESIDENTS (500 + members) 
As above but no restrictions on listing items for sale.
KOAH COMMUNITY (1,000 + members)
A group for Koah Community to advise, ask questions, barter, lost/found animals, hazards 
etc in Koah area.

RAINFALL
May 2020 (to 25 May)

203mm

Annual total to 25 May:  
1189.5mm

Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

SUSPENDED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE
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Community Services
KURANDA LIBRARY and 

COUNCIL OFFICE
KURANDA TRANSFER 

STATION
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: 9am–12pm
(No Council business on Saturday 
or after 4.30pm weekdays)
Kuranda Community Precinct  
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & 
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba 
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880 

1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS

First Officer Kuranda Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda  Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah John Thompson 0488 988 481
Davies Creek  4093 3181
Koah   4232 5468
Myola   4093 7190
Speewah  4093 0211

Emergency Contacts

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance  000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES) 132 500

Ergon Energy –  
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies  131 670

Mareeba Shire Council    1300 308 461

Poisons Information    131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information 134 325

Permits required for ALL fires

Join your local SES
Training every fortnight
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details
0427 037 054

JOHN'S KURANDA BUS t he local bus!
Please note due to COVID-19 this service is currently not operating.

For more information or other routes contact
John 0418 772 953

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD
Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time 
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information 
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds, 
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also 
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early 
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe 
natural disasters and weather events. 

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Kuranda Taxi 4093 7119
Rideshare 1300 743 374

John's Kuranda Bus 0418 772 953 
Trans North 3036 2070

TRANSPORT

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride”. Please hail the driver anywhere enroute where it is 
safe for the bus to pull over. For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also 
be set down at:

Cairns Airport ($5),  
Cairns Hospital ($3),  
Greyhound Terminal ($3),  
Pease Street Eye Surgery ($5)

Please advise the driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that 
Trans North services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at:
Cairns – Platform 1, Cairns Central Railway Station, Cairns
Cairns T.A.F.E – Newton Street (7.30am & 3pm Services)
Smithfield – Bus shelter near the traffic lights on Kennedy Highway at bottom of the 
Kuranda Range
Kuranda – 15 Therwine Street – opposite Information Centre
Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern
Mareeba – Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station)
Atherton – 54 Main Street (near Crazy Cats Coffee)

Ticket Sales:
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News, 142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba
Trans North – Atherton
Ph: 3036 2070 during office hours
Email: atherton@transnorthbus.com.au
Web: www.transnorthbus.com.au

Trans North Cairns to Kuranda Shuttle 
Please note due to COVID-19 this service is currently not 

operating. Please refer to Atherton to Cairns timetable on left or 
Trans North website for current services to and from Kuranda.

Any queries please call 3036 2070 during office hours. 

CONTROLLED 

BORROWING SERVICES



What's On at Koah HallContact us for a Membership Form.
Complete form, make payment online and return it  

in person or by email.

EIGHT BALL  – Tuesday Team Comp 
kuranda8ball@gmail.com

KURANDA RANGERS – Training 
Thursday 4.30-5.30pm (Mar–Sept only) 
Adric 0408 096 694

PILATES – Monday 9.30am, Tuesday 
5.45pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday 
9am & 5.45pm, Saturday 8.15am 
Jaide 0488 229 700 and Davini 0414 994 123

TAI CHI – Monday 6pm 
Les 4093 8276 

WING CHUN KUNG FU –  
Wednesday 7.30pm  
Grant 0414 966 823

YOGA IN THE RAINFOREST – 
Wednesday & Sunday Aileen 0419 726 955

Licensed venue and commercial kitchen 
available for functions, seminars and 

activities. Janet 0405 092 957

Proud to be the home of: 

@

@

Check Facebook for more details.

After a couple of months in hiatus thanks to COVID-19, we are very 
excited to reopen the KRC from 12 June in line with Queensland 
Health’s Stage 2 guidelines. This also means that our regular 
activities can recommence within the Stage 2 guidelines i.e. 
groups of up to 20, non-contact, indoor and outdoor activities and 
community sports clubs, gyms, health clubs, yoga studios. Indoor 
gyms/studios/health clubs can have more than 20 people with 
COVID-SAFE Plan approved by health authorities and with four 
square metres per person when indoors. 

We look forward to welcoming back our regular Pilates, Tai Chi, Wing 
Chun Kung Fu and Yoga classes. Our Rangers will also recommence 
training on 18 June. Social distancing will be adhered to and our 
hirers will be providing hand sanitiser for their participants. 

Follow us on Facebook for other updates regarding Eight Ball and 
bar opening times. Please contact individual hosts of our activities to 
confirm times and arrangements for individual classes and sessions. 

JUMRUM BAR OPEN 
TUESDAY 6.30 PM 

Every 2nd FRIDAY 5 PM

koah.hall@gmail.com          Koah Hall

For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or the 
Koah Hall please see details in their columns above.
Every Monday 
Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St 
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm 
Kuranda Community Precinct
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30 
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 4093 7401

Every First Monday 
Adult Board Games 11am at Kuranda Library

Every Second Monday
Financial Counselling (from UCC) Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Every Tuesday
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Second Tuesday 
Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.  
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054
Emergency Relief Help from Mareeba Community 
Support Centre at Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre by 
appointment 4093 8933

Every Wednesday
Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm 
Kuranda Community Precinct
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Friendly group – just come and 
play or call Gidi 0448 480 200
Rotary Club of Cairns Trinity 5.45pm for 6.15pm. Cairns 
Sheridan Hotel, 295 Sheridan Street, Cairns 0448 843 589
Mah Jong Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre 12.30–4pm.  
All welcome. 4093 8933
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. Daryl 4093 9421 
or Richard 4093 0457

Third Wednesday
Craft and Social Morning 9am Kuranda QCWA Hall.  
Carol 4093 7187 or Sandra 0447 737 415

Every Thursday
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm 
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre by appointment 4093 8933
Baby Rhyme Time 10.30–11am Kuranda Library (during 
school term)
Kuranda Rangers soccer training 4.30–5.30pm.  
Adric 0408 096 694

Every Friday
Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm 
Kuranda Community Precinct
Story Time and Craft 10.30–11.30am Kuranda Library 
(during school term).

Fourth Friday
Rotary Club of Cairns Trinity 11.45am for 12 noon Cairns 
Sheridan Hotel, 295 Sheridan St, Cairns 0448 843 589

Every SaturDAY
Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for de-
tails or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 2–5pm. Call Daryl 4093 9421 or  
Richard 4093 0457 

Third Saturday
Barrier Reef Sun Club Cairns (Nudist Club) function.  
0473 4491 09 or check website www.barrierreefsunclub.com 
Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701 

Every Sunday 
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Friendly group – just come and 
play or call Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30–11am

community 
calendar

Contributors please advise of any changes via email  
mail@kurandapaper.com 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGES TO GROUP 

ACTIVITIES WILL OCCUR IN JUNE.  

FOR UPDATES CONTACT INDIVIDUAL 

GROUPS OR ADVERTISERS.

THE HALL IS SET TO OPEN ON 25th JUNE 
2020! Check with individual practitioners 
to confirm classes are on. The Koah’s Ark 

playground and tennis court are now open!

JULY KOAH MARKETS
8am Saturday 4 July 2020

Come along and help make it a cracker!
• Live Music by Blue Reed Band

• Delicious Koah Hall fundraiser Breakkie BBQ
*Stall spaces available*

Contact Nicky 0488 961 660 or via  
Koah Monthly Markets Facebook page.

EVERY MONDAY
PILATES with Jaide 6-7pm 0488 229 700.

EVERY THURSDAY 
YOGA evening classes with Tanya 5.30-7pm

THURSDAY 25th June
Mankind Project MEN'S GROUP 7pm.  
Open to all men. Contact Simon 0459 755 553

DREAMSTATE CIRCUS CLASSES 
Dream BIG! and Circus Love! Various classes and 
workshops weekdays during the school term. Bookings 
essential. Contact Sophie 0409 333 404 or  
info@dreamstateentertainment.com.au

Mondays – Adult Circus LOVE! 10.30am–12.30pm

Select Mondays Little Cyclone Circus Class 4.45–
5.30pm for 6 months to 6 years. Taught by Justine

Tuesdays – Dream BIG! Circus 3.45–5pm Age 7 to 9  
Show Class 5–6.30pm by invite only. Prepare to turn 
your skills into a show ready piece.

Wednesdays – Dream BIG! Circus 3.45–5pm All ages. 
Junior Aerial Trapeze and Silks 5–6.30pm Age 8 and up.

Thursdays – Aerial Trapeze and Silks 3.45–5.15pm  
Age 12 and up.

DREAM BIG! SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM  
Dates and program TBC. See www.dreamstatecircus.com


