
There will be a 

PUBLIC MEETING
to address any questions or concerns the public might have regarding

the Mareeba Shire Council budget
to be held at the

Kuranda Recreation Centre Fallon Road, Kuranda
on Thursday 10th July – 6.00pm for a 6.30pm start

We are lucky to live in a beautiful part of the world, with a level of infrastructure 
support provided by our State government and local bodies that we can take 
largely for granted unless it stops working during a natural disaster. Even 
then, without input from us, the general public, it is repaired or replaced and 
our lives can go on as before.

 There are other areas of support though, which we also can and do take 
for granted when we shouldn’t. Things which enrich our lives: clubs and 
organisations catering for our desire to garden, to play sport, to act, to sing 
and dance, to paint, to join with others to protect our rural areas from fire, to 
give something back to the society which has helped us – you can fill in the 
blanks with hundreds of your own examples.

All these diverse clubs and organisations share one major thing: they 
depend almost entirely on volunteers. Volunteers started them, volunteers 
maintain them and volunteers will provide their necessary continuity. There 
is, however, a crisis in our society which has arrived unheralded but is very 
apparent to those in many if not most of these volunteer groups: PEOPLE ARE 
NOT VOLUNTEERING ANY MORE. In fact, people are not joining anything 
much any more.

Tennis players enjoy playing tennis but no-one wants to be on a committee 
to run the club. Treasurers are an endangered species. The average age of 
committee members on the associations this writer is familiar with is fast 
approaching 100 and many need special dispensation to be allowed out at 
night. 

Generation Y members have been accused of having no sense of community 
responsibility and there may be a nugget of truth in that pejorative accusation. 
Certainly they are conspicuous by their absence from many volunteer 
organisations. Generation Y members must realise, as we all should, that this 
state of affairs is not sustainable. Society depends on us all sharing at least 
some of the responsibilities of citizenship. If you leave something for someone 
else to do it won’t get done at all now because there are no more volunteers.

If you enjoy some community activity why not put your hand up to take 
part in the management of that activity. Someone has to do it. You may find 
you like it and you may find a sense of satisfaction after the frustrations have 
worn off.

This is a partial list of community organisations in our area dependant on 
volunteers, and I apologise to those I have left out: this paper, the Kuranda 
Recreation Centre, Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre, Kuranda Lions Club, 
Kuranda Rotary Club, Kuranda Residents Association, Kuranda Envirocare, 
BatReach Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre, Kuranda Information Centre, 
Kuranda Volunteer Fire Brigade, Kuranda SES and all our sports clubs. Many 
of these organisations are in difficulties because of lack of volunteers. Some, 
including this paper, are in danger of folding because of lack of volunteers. It 
is ironic that this paper has never been in better health financially and yet has 
its future threatened by an apparent lack of interest.

Don’t just use it or you may just lose it. It’s over to you.

      – Garth Owen [Ed.]

Help Needed!
A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
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Kuranda/Myola
Rural Fire Brigade

AGM
Monday 4th August 2014
7.30pm at the shed on Myola Road

All welcome!

Enemies Of Diversity
Re Envirocare Kuranda: Great to see a local employed in 
Kuranda with a fund to “enhance bio-diversity”, June edition 
Kuranda Paper.

Great sentiment Envirocare, but this is not restoration as 
early photos of the river bank will attest. The employee would 
be better suited planting the actual diverse original species 
of the river area – Stringybark, Bloodwood and Melaleuca, 
amongst others.

These neglected trees of the eucalypt woodland are 
desperately needed to be planted now for the benefit of our 
wonderful Bettongs, Gliders and Echidna. These are just 
some of the endangered species whose habitat in Kuranda in 
areas along the river and northward facing slopes have been 
systematically replaced with wall to wall rainforest by well 
meaning environmentalists.

Bettongs live on the truffles growing on the roots of the 
mature Bloodwood and Stringybark trees. Gliders harvest 
the nectar and the sap off the same. These trees are also an 
important honey source for Lorikeets and both our native 
and imported bees. The open canopy provides termites, a 
necessary food for the Echidna.

The Black Bean is amazingly toxic to almost all animals, 
also to humans, millers requiring a respirator mask whilst 
milling the lumber to counteract toxic shock from the dust. I 
wonder what the honey from these trees tastes like?

How many indigenous or other people in 20 t0 25 years 
will be pounding these toxic seeds, from this current mass 
planting into a pulp and then soaking and agitating them in a 
dilly bag for three days to make the flour, or will they just be 
going to the local supermarket and buying flour?

Black Bean seeds as the indigenous people know are 
poisonous. They cunningly envolved over millennia to become 
poisonous to enhance their survival. Most indigenous birds 
and animals have learnt they are not a food source. Unlike 
the trees in the eucalypt woodland, which are an important 
food source. Woodland species unfortunately are not sexy 
like their “rainforest” counterparts, so do not get funded or 
planted. Even the Wet Tropics Management Authority has 
little regard for Tropical Eucalypt Woodlands.

Maybe this Envirocare employee could be better engaged 
ring-barking or poisoning the large stand of African Tulip 
trees, so lovingly under planted with rainforest species, by 
misguided volunteers. This stand is presently growing in the 
yard of the Envirocare’s Nursery on Myola Road. These are 
noxious weeds, classified as class 3, meaning they are the 
landholder/custodian’s responsibility to remove.

The wholesale planting of only rainforest or Black Bean 
trees, or disregarding the noxious African Tulip trees, means 
Envirocare is presently an enemy of bio-diversity, and as such 
a serious threat to our precious forests and native animals.

It is my belief that more time and money should be spent 
on both woodland species and the eradication of non-native 
weeds, grasses and sedges.

   Kylie Moore, Kuranda

No Deliberate Woodland Clearance
I write in response to a letter by Kylie Moore in The Cairns Post 
28th May, which was provided to me by several concerned 
members of our community.

The letter refers to Kuranda environmental groups 
doing the “wrong thing” by planting rainforest trees and 
systematically wiping out eucalypt forest and woodlands 
habitat for such endangered species as bettongs and gliders. 
Since I joined Envirocare in 2004, I have seen no clearing 
by Envirocare of  woodlands in order to plant rainforest but 
I have noted clearing of bloodwoods and stringybarks on 
individual properties.  Such a pity that concerned people don’t 
come and talk with us and learn more together about the rich 
and complex diversity of flora and fauna in our regions.

A few simple facts. Rainforest will only grow where there 
is sufficient rainfall and suitable soil types for rainforest to 
grow. The land mass which we call Australia was almost 
fully covered by rainforest many millions of years ago and 
now we only have a narrow strip along the remnants of the 
Great Dividing Range in the Wet Tropics bioregion. This is an 
example of what effect constantly changing world climate has 
had on the flora and fauna of this country.  

If you visit out west to the Clohesy and the streams of 
the Tablelands parks, you will find gallery rainforest cover, 
even the Cape York rivers support gallery rainforest species.  
Anywhere away from the rivers and streams riparian strip,  
a dry season of more than five months on average per year, 
with less than 100mm of rain per month, will not support 
rainforest long term.

 Envirocare is simply kick starting the process of reforesting 
our local riparian areas with rainforest, including Melaluecas, 
along the Barron River from Wha Hae to Korowa. These areas  
were denuded by clearing since human habitation, the effects 
of steam railway induced fires this century and then successive 
hot burning fires, courtesy of escaped guinea grass brought in 
as cattle feed from Africa in the 1930s. We have been funded 
to carry out restoration work on the Barron River riparian 
strip to provide access to more rainforest habitat for mammal 
and endangered bird species such as cassowary via a corridor 
connecting rainforest areas of the Kuranda State Forest, 
Barron Gorge National Park and the Rainy Mountain area.  
Cassowary DNA samples for the Kuranda area population 
indicates isolation of populations as  evidenced by inbreeding. 
It’s clear from the recovery plan for many of the endangered 
species which still exist in this area that the greatest threat is 
loss of supportive and connected rainforest habitat. 

Discussions and disagreements amongst scientist and 
academics over the method of preserving and attempting to 
extend the ecotone of wet schlerophyll forests has gone on for 
years, championed primarily by Peter Stanton, who promotes 
a pre-European mosaic-burn landscape. The wet scherophyll 
areas most recently reported in our wider area as supporting 
bettongs and specialised gliders, are in the Lamb Range 
western slopes and ridges, where there are stands of tall 
Rosegum and red Mahogany forests, with an under canopy of 
rainforest. The contention arises around when and how often 
to burn. It requires burning to preserve and attempt to extend 
this habitat since more than 80% of the original habitat has 
been cleared for farming over the last 150 years. 

The Davies Creek park has regular burns to attempt to 
push back rainforest, to support the populations of Northern 
Bettong and Yellow-bellied  Gliders which have been reported 
there. Rainfall is lower in this area so rainforest recolonisation 
is slower than around Kuranda. 

I believe that it would be possible for concerned individuals, 
as many of us are, to apply for funding to support the bettong 
and glider populations which are specialised for the wet 
scherophyll ecotone. A detailed recovery plan exists for these 
species and the re-introduction of captive-bred animals to 
suitable parts of the Ravenshoe area is suggested. This is a 
site of significant bettong numbers.

I’d  appeal to anyone who has a concern about why and how 
Envirocare is proceeding with revegetation to contact us at the 
Envirocare nursery and discuss it further with the botanists 
and scientists whom we consult with for our projects.

Cathy Retter,
President, Kuranda Envirocare
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION – DRAFT CORPORATE PLAN

In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2009, the Mareeba 
Shire Council has prepared a draft Corporate Plan which will guide Council decision 
making and resource allocation over the five year period 2014 - 2019.

The long term strategies, goals and objectives set out in the draft document take into 
account the views expressed by the community during the preparation of the Tablelands 
Community Plan 2021, as well as the priority issues raised at the recent Mareeba, 
Kuranda and district community forum held in Mareeba on 14 March 2014.

The draft Corporate Plan is now open for public comment and can be downloaded from 
Council’s website or a copy can be obtained from the Council’s service centres at Mareeba 
and Kuranda. Copies are also available for perusal at any of the Council’s libraries.

Feedback, comments and suggestions are welcomed and can be made in writing or by 
email up until 15 August 2014.

All submissions received will be considered and Council will make appropriate 
amendments prior to formal adoption by Council.

PETER FRANKS
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

KURANDA ROOTS FESTIVAL
Dougie Fresh – Photograph by Pete Dillon

Kuranda NAIDOC
Day Celebration
WEDNESDAY 9 JULY 2014

NAIDOC march starts 10.00am from old school site (gathering at 
9.15am) to Centenary Park.

Celebrations, Games, BBQ and guest speakers from 11.00am - 3.30pm

STREET CLOSURE FOR NAIDOC MARCH
Arara Street, Coondoo Street and Therwine Street (partial close)

From approx. 10.00am – 10.30am
Thank you for you support and we look forward to seeing you on the day!

KURANDA NAIDOC COMMITTEE 2014

NOTICE TO ALL KURANDA RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES

Community Asked To Step Up On Recycling
TABLELANDERS have been asked to clean up the way they get rid of their rubbish, especially what they put 
in their recycle bins.

“Our Waste Services Team has lately begun finding more and more household recycling bins are contaminated 
with unsuitable items,” Mayor Rosa Lee Long said.

Household “wet” waste such as used nappies and food scraps, even in small amounts, can spoil an entire 
truckload – up to four tonnes – of material.

“The Tablelands community is one of the only rural or regional communities in Queensland to have a 
Materials Recycling Facilty,” Councillor Lee Long said.

The MRF is like a small factory where the recyclable materials that are collected from around the region are 
sorted into their different “streams” such as paper, plastics and aluminium. Once sorted it is baled up and sent 
off for processing.

Tablelands Regional Council Co-ordinator Waste Services Shane 
Teahan said some of the sorting is done mechanically and some of it is 
done by hand. 

“However the MRF can only function effectively if we are able to 
feed clean recyclable material into it as the machines don’t cope well 
with non-recyclable material, Mr Teahan said.

“Our Transfer Station Operators also face a significant health risk 
by having to clear dirty nappies and the likes. In fact we have lost entire 
truck loads due to contamination levels being too high which means 
the community as a whole loses. 

“I am putting out a call for Tablelanders to make a little extra effort 
and ensure that the right material is put into the right bin.”

Recyclable materials include: plastics (excluding plastic bags), 
paper and cardboard,  aluminium cans.

Recycling Tips: remove lids from bottles and jars before putting in 
the recycle bin; rinse out containers and lids; place recyclables in bin 
loose (no plastic bags please); buy recycled products and support our 
recycling industry.

Items that cannot be recycled include: disposable nappies, food 
scraps, ceramics, pottery, china, ovenproof glass, crystal, chemical 
containers, syringes or medical waste, plastic bags.
Right: Ugo Bonetti, Bernadette Thomas with Mayor Rosa Lee Long
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When I walked into SVSG office and met Lina for the first time, she hugged me and 
said “welcome home”, and it truly felt like it. I then met my first SVSG child, who 
came running into the office from her interview with a lawyer to tell Lina “I told me 
story and I didn’t even cry”.

She then kissed Lina and then 
looked at me, was introduced to 
me, and kissed me on the cheek 
– my heart melted. We then sat 
and read a book together. She 
couldn’t speak much English and 
she certainly couldn’t read it; 
but every line she “read” me in 
her story was “school of hope”. 
Clearly she loves Lina, loves her 
school and now, I love her. 

Words of thanks cannot ever 
express how grateful I am for my 
friends and families support in 
getting me here. 

Now that I am here, I see how 
great their need really is: and 
I ask everyone/anyone please 
share this story. Share my link. 
And help me meet my target!
http://www.youcaring.com/nonprofits/help-lexy-help-kids-in-samoa/161468

Lexy makes it to Samoa

Meeting mamma Lina, the president and creator of 
SVSG Samoa, and donating the money all my 

amazing friends and family gave!

A Message from the SVSG Family
We now have an addition to our expanding family. Ms Lexy Carroll is a registered 
nurse all the way from Cairns, Australia. She is our volunteer who will be helping 
out with our baby nursery as well as attending to all our children in the other 
shelters.

She brings blessings and love from her friends, families and also people who 
believe in our cause. A donation of ST$5000 was presented by Lexy on behalf of 
everyone who have donated in helping to make a difference, and this money will 
be used to assist in payment of one of our matrons.

I wish to thank each and everyone who have helped and contribute to enable 
Lexy in realising her dream of wanting to be a volunteer with SVSG. We are 
blessed to have this very important service within our midst and also having this 
help within our reach.

The donation also has been received with much gratefulness, for it has lessen 
the heartbeat of running around to ensure the availability of funds.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Much love from the SVSG Family.

An elderly man lay dying in his bed. While suffering the agonies of impending death, he 
suddenly smelled the aroma of his favourite scones wafting up the stairs.

He gathered his remaining strength, and lifted himself from the bed. Leaning on the wall, 
he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even greater effort, gripping the railing 
with both hands, he crawled downstairs.

With laboured breath, he leaned against the door-frame, gazing into the kitchen. Were it 
not for death’s agony, he would have thought himself already in heaven, for there, spread out 

upon the kitchen table were literally hundreds of his favourite scones.
Was it heaven?  Or was it one final act of love from his devoted wife of sixty years, seeing 

to it that he left this world a happy man?
Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself towards the table, landing on his knees 

in rumpled posture. His aged and withered hand trembled towards a scone at the edge of the 
table, when it was suddenly smacked by his wife with a wooden spoon.

“Get off with ya”, she said, “they’re for the funeral.”

LOVE STORY

KURANDA ROOTS FESTIVAL
Photographs by Pete Dillon

Tom Coconut Man Ciara Weaving

Reuben Lee Rusch

Juggler & John

Having Fun

Jungle Funk Trio
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RAY WHITE

SONIA POOLE
AGENT OF CHOICE

PASSIONATE
ABOUT

ACHIEVING THE
BEST RESULTS

FOR SELLERS IN
THE LOCAL

AREA

I THANK THE COMMUNITY
FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT.

BUYER DEMAND IS HIGH,      
IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING

SELLING YOUR HOME NOW
IS THE TIME TO CALL!

0407 028 388

SELLING OVER 50%
OF ALL HOUSES

SOLD IN THE
KURANDA &

SPEEWAH AREA*

*ALL FIGURES OBTAINED FROM THE "SOLD" PROPERTIES SECTION ON REALESTATE.COM.AU -
 LAST FOURTY(40) PROPERTIES PROMOTED AS SOLD
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Mareeba

SHIRE COUNCIL

I present the budget for the financial year 2014-2015.

This budget is unequivocally a good news story for the community of the Mareeba Shire. Two years ago it was forecast that in the event of de-amalgamation 

the Mareeba Shire would have exhausted all of its cash reserves and would be financially distressed within five years.

This budget flies in the face of that prediction. It is true that this is a tough budget, as it must be. In the development of this budget, Council considered 

numerous options; all of which were difficult and some of which offered no hope for a successful future for this shire. Today we present a budget which reflects 

what this Council considers to have been the only viable option to set the Mareeba Shire on a trajectory which will guarantee its financial future.

At the outset I would like to express my appreciation of and admiration for Councillors and staff in their role in the preparation of this, which is clearly the most 

difficult budget ever presented in this chamber.

On the 9th of March 2013, the community of the old Mareeba Shire voted in favour of the de-amalgamation of the shire area from Tablelands Regional Council.

The reconstituted Mareeba Shire Council came into being on the 1st of January, 2014 and today is six months old.

In the lead-up to that vote, there were differing opinions expressed about the likely cost of de-amalgamation, both in the short and the long term. However, irrespective 

of these widely varying estimates, no one ought to be surprised that there is a considerable cost which must be carried by the community. It is important to set the 

record straight in terms of the process which has been followed to ensure that both the Mareeba Shire Council and the Tablelands Regional Council emerged from this 

de-amalgamation process with resources of staff, plant and equipment, and finances which were fair to both.

This process was prescribed by the Local Government (De-Amalgamation Implementation) Regulation 2013.  In determining an equitable split, the financial processes 

of the Tablelands Regional Council were forensically dissected from amalgamation in March 2008 until the present, and resources redistributed as though the previous 

Mareeba Shire Council had never been amalgamated. The bulk of this work has been completed and this process will be finalised in the coming months.

The budget that I present today seeks to achieve one thing, and one thing only, and that is to establish Mareeba Shire's long-term, economic viability so the organisation 

will be able to provide a high level of service to this community for many years to come. Indeed, there is simply no alternative.

In compiling this budget a number of factors had to be considered. These factors include but are not limited to, the actual cost of the division of the two councils and the 

inherent on-going costs associated with the creation of a new local government entity.

The cost of de-amalgamation:

1. The cost of de-amalgamation is estimated to be in the order of $5.1 million. However as interest on the debt is currently being capitalised, the final cost will be 

approximately $5.5 million, a once-off cost which is equal to $584 per property, based on 9,408 rateable properties.

2. $2.2 million as a recurring annual on-cost, which is the real cost of the duplication caused by the establishment of a new council and all of the operational costs 

associated with the creation of a totally new entity.

In respect of the once-off cost, Council has been instructed that it may not take a loan from the Treasury Corporation to repay the temporary de-amalgamation facility on 

the 30th of June 2015. We therefore intend, beginning in the 2015/2016 budget year, to manage this matter by way of an internal borrowing from constrained reserves, 

and to repay the cost over time to reduce the impact on ratepayers. The cost to next year's budget will be $752,000 calculated at 6.5% over ten years for interest and 

redemption.

In respect of the recurrent costs incurred as a result of de-amalgamation, these costs are built into this budget's outlays and must be confronted immediately to ensure 

the long term viability of the shire.

Therefore, Council has determined that sufficient measures are contained within the structure of this budget, to ensure that future budgets begin on a firm footing and 

not subject to the need to recoup these on-costs by further rate rises in the future.

Some of these measures include the immediate reduction of the staff complement of 11 positions, saving $1 million and then a further reduction of the staff complement 

by way of natural attrition and voluntary early retirement over the period of this financial year. Further, we have allowed for an immediate reduction of 5% in materials 

and services outlays in the operating budget. It is expected that these savings, and as much as a further ten percent, will be achieved through a full and comprehensive 

review of the levels of service delivery across the shire. Once fully implemented, these measures will ensure effective cost delivery of services. As a result of these 

measures, there may well be a reduction of the levels of service provided in certain areas. We will, however, do what we can to minimise the impact on ratepayers. This 

is a significant step forward in establishing this Shire as viable in the long term.

There will be critics of this budget, as is always the case, but the community can rest assured that after the most careful consideration, the Council has adopted the only 

realistic solution.

By taking the decisions that we have today, we deliver a balanced budget with a modest operating surplus of $42,000 in the general fund and a consolidated surplus of 

$5.9 million. This consolidated surplus, which mainly comes from the utilities area is used to fund necessary capital works, noting our capital budget does not form part 

of the operating budget.

I now turn to the substance of the budget:

The general rate is increased by 9.9% which means that an average residential property will pay an extra $95 per year.

Increases in rates and charges for this year, provide the council with an extra $1,169,410 for the full year, which equates to an increase of 8.75% in general revenue.

Water charges will increase by 3.2%

There will be no increase in sewerage charges

The cost of garbage services will increase by 5.15% in line with contractual obligations.

Overall Result:

• A balanced budget, with as low as possible increases in rates and charges whilst guaranteeing a sustainable Council. With the long term forecast based on keeping future rate 

increases limited to increases in the cost of operations.

• Depreciation is fully funded (which means we can work at keep our existing assets at an appropriate level).

• A modest operating surplus of $42,261, which means we can fund our debt repayments and slowly build a reserve so, in the future, we will be able to fund new or improved 

infrastructure rather than just repairing the existing.

• Maintenance programme for all assets including roads, bridges and built assets of $10.83M , which includes $600,000 being reserved for a gravel road resheet programme.

• Capital works programme of $6.77M, including:

ROADS and BRIDGES

� $2.380M Reseal programme maintaining our bitumen roads 

� $577,000 Bilwon Road upgrade

� $360,000 Pinnacle Creek causeway

� $680,000 Bridges and culverts

� $300,000 Costin Street pavement rehabilitation

� $150,000 Anzac Avenue intersection upgrade

� $100,000 Marinelli Estate/Seary Road works

� $50,000 Upgrade of rural grids

� $35,000 McLeans Bridge Road upgrade

� $220,000 Torrisi Road, Marinelli Estate stormwater

PLANT and FLEET

� $365,000 Plant and Fleet – replacement plant and fleet

WATER and WASTE WATER

� $115,000 SCADA & Telemetry Network Installation-Stage 2 (upgrade)

� $115,000 Install Smart Meters Stage 1

� $60,000 Chlorine disinfection upgrade – all water treatment plants

� $15,000 Dimbulah - Cemetery water main upgrade

� $700,000 Kuranda -Barang Street sewer main upgrade

� $35,000 Kuranda -Barang Street new standby generator

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL BUDGET 2014 - 2015

Tom Gilmore

Mayor

PARKS

� $46,000 Speewah repair Ross Common Park playground equipment

� $10,000 Irvinebank Fire Station drainage improvement

� $15,000 Mareeba Mary Andrews Park – extend the car park

LAND and FACILITIES

� $ 60,000 Kuranda Library service centre relocation & fit out

� $100,000 Kuranda Recreation Centre  new amenities block

� $ 70,000 Julatten, Geraghty Park  demolish cottages and replace with a shed

� $5,000 Chillagoe  pave around monument

This budget has been compiled in extraordinary circumstances and is framed around the historic 

need to establish our new Mareeba Shire Council as a respected and viable member of the local 

government community. I do not pretend that the decisions taken have been easy and neither do 

I expect that it will achieve universal acclaim. None the less, the community must understand that their 

Council has canvassed every possible angle and has sought every opportunity to ease the burden on 

ratepayers following the decision taken to return to our local government roots. Therefore, I and my 

Council are certain of the track that we have taken, knowing that we are building for the future.

The financial and managerial challenges posed by de-amalgamation are confronted head on in 

this document, creating a sound platform and certain positive future for the Mareeba Shire 

Council.
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Hello Members and Friends,
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS!

We had a great Members’ Night last month 
with ZENNITH and DJPKING providing awesome 
entertainment.
Our next Members’ Night is on Saturday 26th 
July. Clarketown will be performing! Great 
to have some local bands entertaining in the 
Understage!
Entry: $10 members, $15 guests.
Become a member on the night and entry to 
this event is free!.
Membership is $20 single, $25 family, and is 
due for renewal in February each year.
Monday 7th July sees another Ukelele BBQ 
in the Top Pavilion! Come along, bring your 
instruments. Yummy food provided by Zana, 
production by Bosko and Honey.
Tuesday 8th July is the first in a series of 
no-alcohol evenings with Ktown Records 
in the Understage. Bring your instruments, 
production by Lunar Moon & Co.
Friday 25th July is a Movie Night fundraiser 
in the Understage. Come along and help the 
Kuranda Community Kindergarten raise some 
much needed funds. All ages are welcome!

Next Members’ Night
Saturday 26th July
“CLARKETOWN”

FUSION DANCE CLASSES - Every Friday 
and Saturday in the Understage. For more 
information please visit www.creaturesque.
weebly.com
YOGA – Every Tuesday and Thursday morning. 
KIDS AERIALS – Every Monday afternoon and 
evenings.

NEXT WORKING BEES
Sundays 6th and 20th July from 10am

We have a couple of large events planned 
for the second half of the year, which will 
be here before we know! Help is needed in 
many areas of the venue to prepare for these 
events. There are also many small jobs that 
need volunteer help, e.g. painting, gardening, 
assisting with construction projects, basic 
clean up and tidying, etc. So if you have 
some time, even an hour, please come along. 
Amphitheatre volunteers make sure it’s a 
great day with lots of laughs to be had and 
always a yummy lunch.
As you can see, the Amphitheatre is being 
used on a regular basis by local, community 
hirers. Busy busy busy…
Kuranda’s Amphitheatre is a multipurpose 
community arts venue, voluntarily 
managed by the people of Kuranda 
since its inception in the late 1970s and 
still powering ahead over 30 years later! 
Your membership and input assists 
the Society in keeping this unique 
place in our hearts and ensuring that 
it flourishes for generations to come. 
KAS is a multicultural and diverse Society. 
Knowing that you have helped in some way 
creates a sense of community place and pride. 
Our members bring many talents, expertise 
and great ideas to the Amphitheatre.  
Volunteering your time and effort ensures its 
sustainability. KAS Thanks You!
You can obtain a Membership Form from:
www.kurandaamphitheatre.org or “The Honey 
House”, Therwine Street, Kuranda.

Amphitheatre News

KAS ADMIN TEAM
CLARKETOWN - fronted by Peter Clarke Guitar & Vocals,

Paul Brandon on Bass/Vocals, Michael Lee Banjo/Mandolin, 
David Breeze Guitar, & Katja Brandon Clarinet/Sax.

The two pictures (top right & bottom left) were taken by the Hubble 
Space Telescope. These objects are billions of light-years away and 
thousands of light-years across. They are so big that our entire solar 
system would be just a speck, yet they look like rocks, or mountains, 
or clouds, or maybe something under the sea, or under a microscope. 
Are they solid - like us? If we got close we could pass right through 
them, but then so could a really small particle pass right through us. 
And did you know that if Alice (from Wonderland) kept growing until she 
was of galactic proportions, the atoms of her body would be as distant 
as stars to us. (maybe that’s Alice on the left?). Her movements would 
be imperceptible to us and generations of us would pass in the blink 
of her eye. Whether we look through a telescope or a microscope we 
see consistencies of pattern across the entire spectrum our perception. 
Look at the stars and look at the atoms, then appreciate and enjoy our 
unique Wonderland in between. Then through the looking-glass of 
imagination we can create our art, literally changing the very face of the 
universe. Let it be a good, well at least interesting, change.
Have a great, at least interesting, July, art lovers,              seren.

Japan & Okinawa
Week 2014

Zen meditation & Tea
Chinese poetry & Haiku
Sanshin performance

presented by

Dr. Nao Nakanishi,
Mitsuko Nishida & Shin Tawata

Admission - FREE
Tuesday 1st to Friday 4th July
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre
6 Rob Vievers Drive, 4093 8933
Email: knc@qld.chariot.net.au

Honey & Bosko

KTOWN RECORDS
LAUNCH EVENT

KURANDA AMPHITHEATRE UNDERSTAGE
Tuesday 8th July

7:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Come along for a fun night filled with 
diverse music, arts displays & food in 
a free-spirited community space of 
celebration & expression, where local 
home-grown talents will showcase their 
original work.
Bring the whole family and invite your friends to this drug and alcohol 

free gold coin donation event. 
This is the birth of a volunteer 
community group, focused on 
supporting aspiring musicians 
with equipment, networking, 
running regular gatherings 
and shows. Interested parties 
are encouraged to contact our 
POWER group. If you’re a local 
musician or performer and 
would like to be a part of the 

show, or if you’re keen to volunteer, or for any general information, 
please contact Lunar on 0419 175 147.  See you there!

ROCKY

LUNAR

“What exactly is KTOWN RECORDS?” I asked Lunar after 
receiving the above info for publication on this page. He tells 
me it’s a group of musicians, artists, and other interested parties 
who will be meeting at the Amphitheatre every Tuesday at 4:00 
pm. KTOWN RECORDS is the musical arm of the still-under-
construction KTOWN KREATIONS, which will ultimately support 
artists in all disciplines, music, painting, performance, digital, 
etc, etc. As a group, KTOWN will be able to provide support with 
equipment, teaching, studio facilities, even business matters. 
There are plans afoot to teach people to teach people to become 
teachers (no easy way to say it), thereby sharing their knowledge 
and skills with the broader community. All this sounds like a 
great idea to me, getting our unique Kuranda arts and music 
out to the world. So if you have any skills at all, get along to 
the Amphi on Tuesday evenings and share them. If you haven’t 
got any, then get along anyhow and get some. And don’t forget 
Tuesday 8th July (see above). There will be heaps of local talent, 
good food, good music, fine art, and it’s all being recorded, so 
please be there to support our excellent local artists. Thanks 
to Lunar and others for getting this great artistic community 
venture off the ground. See you on Tuesday(s), seren.

Arts
pagethe

All is Art



The Kuranda Roots Festival

THE Kuranda Roots Festival organisers give thanks 
and appreciation to the 2014 Kuranda Roots 

workshop convenors for their time and energy 
in what has become a most successful festival 
workshop program for the second year running. 

Kuranda artists sharing their skills and expertise with 
festival goers this year included a Cultural Connection 
workshop given by the members of local multi-cultural 
band Gudju Gudju; which included teaching songs in 
the Bulwai and Djabuguay rainforest languages, about 
aboriginal culture, and the traditional ‘shake a leg’ 
dance; a traditional weaving workshop with Rhonda 
& Sheila Brim where participants learnt how to weave 
a traditional dilly bag from lamantra leaves; an aerial 
skills workshop with the amazingly talented Louise Kohn 
(who enthralled spectators with her virtuosity on silks in 
a world class performance), and a contemporary basket 
weaving workshop with Ciara Bridgeland. Festival goers 
were able to join Koah Windsong on his Bush Tucker walks, 

and on offer were 
tribal fusion dance 
workshops with 
Kali from Fusion 
Dance Cairns with 
a special feature 
performance by 
the beautiful Fusion 
Dance troupe on the 
Saturday evening. 

Mother Nature 
answered prayers 
and the days dawned 
with clear skies and 
bright sunshine for 
the festival, attracting 
yoga enthusiasts to 
join in the morning 

yoga classes with Yashoda on the grassy banks of the 
Billabong. A beautiful way to start the day. 

Bronwyn Garland from Garland of Hope, Mission 
Beach, continued raising vibrations and enhancing 
energies with a laughter meditation workshop on the 
Saturday; a dance meditation in the afternoon, (where the 
dance took over), and a chakra clearing meditation on the 
Sunday. 

A huge turnout was given in response to the exciting 
free drumming workshop on offer with Elliot Orr from 
Spankinhide, an opportunity well enjoyed to learn funky 
new rhythms.

The Billabong was 
visually enhanced 
with decor by the 
incredibly talented 
Imogen O’Neil and her 
team of able bodied 
helpers, featuring 

many of Imogen’s art installations and banners, as well 
as digital works of art by Boni Crystal & Syd Art. Coconut 
weaving installations were created on site by Kitty Clignett, 
with feature pieces by Bindi & Liam Terewaamu, assisted 
by Siobahn Morgan and Lulai.

As well thanks is given to Jake, Andrew and their crew 
out at the Billabong, the invaluable assistance given by all 
the volunteers who helped out over the weekend, and to 
our sponsors, and especially Marcus Smith at radio station 
Cairns 89.1FM, the fabulous publicity received from NQ 
Music Press and from the Cairns Post as well as all those not 
mentioned personally, we give thanks for your continued 
support in making Roots “The Best Little Festival In Oz”. 

The Kuranda Roots Festival is returning in 2015 on 
the weekend of the 12th to 14th of June.

IMAGES BY ADAM WALKER

Elliot Orr  Drumming Workshop
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Basket Weaving Workshop with Ciara

Imogen O’Neil’s Lotus
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EVERYONE'S Invited! C'mon down to Kuranda Town for 
the Ktown Records FUNraiser where local unsigned 

artists will be sharing their talents at The Understage!  
We're raising money to kick start KTOWN RECORDS so be 
prepared to give generously! It's going to be an awesome 
night of music, fun and dancing so bring your friends and 
family and get ready to get down!

Welcome to KTOWN RECORDS! Share the vision to kick-start 
a community space where our local artists can showcase their 
talents. Ktown Records is a community project inspired by a group 
of Kuranda locals who see the highest potential of our regional 
artists.

Be a part of the dream to develop a community space where 
Kuranda local artists can express themselves and evolve their 
talents with all the support and equipment they need to launch 
their sound and music to everyone who is ready for some raw 
organic home grown talent.

The Ktown Records Launch Party will be held at the Kuranda 
Amphitheatre Understage on the 8th of July and is just the 
beginning of a unique recurring event with all the music, fun, food 
and atmosphere our locals love to enjoy! 

So bring your blankey and come set yourself up for a night of 
music, dance and a lively atmosphere! Families with children are 
welcome to attend this drug and alcohol free event.

Those interested in volunteering or performing at the event 
are encouraged to attend the P.O.W.E.R committee meet up on the 

1st of July. For details phone 0419 175 147.

KTOWN RECORDS

KURANDA GIG GUIDE
JULY

SUNDAY 6TH JULY
The Firefly Bar & Grill  

** THE LIGHT FANTASTIC **
2.30-7.00pm

~~~
TUESDAY 8TH JULY

The Understage
** K TOWN RECORDS **

Alcohol Free Event
Entry by Donation
7.00-11.00pm

~~~
SUNDAY 20TH JULY

The Firefly Bar & Grill  
** LAWSON MOON BAND **

3.00-7.00pm
~~~

FRIDAY 25TH JULY
The Understage

Movie Fundraiser Nite
~~~

SATURDAY 26TH JULY
The Understage

** CLARKETOWN **

Doors & Bar Open 6.30pm 
Members $10/Guests $15

Join as a Member on the Nite 
and Get in for FREE

~~~
SUNDAY 27TH JULY

The Firefly Bar & Grill  
** DAVE COOKE **

3.00-7.00pm
Enquiries Ph. 4093 7206

Sunday 6th July
2.30-7.00pm

The Firefly Bar
Kuranda Hotel Motel
ph 4093 7206

Blending elements of Pop, Folk, Reggae and R’n’B, The Light Fantastic 
deliver a fresh sound for any occasion. Having worked the circuit for 
over a decade, Nikita (vocals, keys & percussion) and Kuranda local, 
Zdenek (guitar, keys & vocals) are favourites on the Cairns music scene. 
Previously together in the cover band  ‘Muthafunk’ they have played 
at most venues in the Far North and we look forward to catching their 
show this Sunday at the Firefly Bar, Kuranda Hotel Motel from 2.30pm.

The Light Fantastic
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Koahlition Images courtesy of Pete Dillon

The Kuranda Roots Festival
“A big shout out to all the great peeps who 
made this year's Roots the best yet... The sun 
was shining, the crowd was smiling and the 
tunes were Irie...”  Billie Dread

From the big brass sound of Bullhorn, a musical 
wonderland which kept the audience amazed with 
the virtuosity and fluid interplay of alto and tenor 
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, flugel horn, bass & 
tenor sax and sousaphone; flighting high with solos 
and ably backed by one boss drummer, Bullhorn 
went to another level altogether with Roman Mc 
boom rapping his jive, equal to the best.

To the K Town favourites, Zennith, now a super 
tight eight piece outfit with three generations of 
musicians playing the rainforest hip-hop reggae groove 
we all know and love, and first timers for Roots, the 
Secret Tuesdays & The Hot Wet Swing Set, well done.

The Kuranda Roots Festival delivered a musical 
journey filled with the best of our local talent, an 
incredible line-up of Oz entertainment and some 
mighty fine overseas acts with Dub Terminator & Ras 
Stone and legendary Tippa Irie… mighty fine indeed. 

     KC

D
av

e 
H

ar
t

K
ay

t 
W

al
la

ce
, T

he
 F

lu
m

es

Dave Breeze



Nick’s Pool
Service

Your local pool 
man in Kuranda

For all your pool and spa needs
• CLEANING
• SERVICING

• REPAIRS
• MAINTENANCE

• POOL EQUIPMENT SALES
• CHEMICAL SALES

• ADVICE

Call Nick and Susan on

0414 644 230/4093 8124
allspaandpool@gmail.com

July 2014 THE KURANDA PAPER

Open Good Friday

10

MORO AUTO REPAIRS
THE EXHAUST SPECIALISTS

CALL RICO MORO
128 Mason St, Mareeba

FAX: 4092 4203 
MOB: 0419 795 562

7
6
5
1
8
7

• Mechanical repairs to all makes & models 
• Inspections & roadworthy certificates 

• Modification authorisation 

4092 4198

  Personal, Precise and Practical Bookkeeping 
Services

 Specialised in MYOB and Xero
 GST and BAS Preparation
  Bookkeeping for Accounts Payable and 

Receivables
 Payroll and Training 

It’s not just bookkeeping  – It’s precision
Let Professionals do the job so you can focus on 

running your business efficiently

Cairns Precision Bookkeeping
Katrin Costa BAS Agent

0408 954 980
www.cairnsprecisionbookkeeping.com.au
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20 Coondoo Street, Kuranda • 4093 9026 
www.artskuranda.asn.net.au

Looms For Borrowing
The Arts Co-op has received by donation three Inkle looms. These 
looms are available to be borrowed by Co-op members or members of 
the Kuranda community free of charge. The Inkle looms are designed 
specifically for weaving narrow bands; hat bands, sashes, guitar and 
ukulele straps, bag handles etc. Weaving on an Inkle loom can be nearly 
as free an activity as knitting or crocheting. The loom is so light it can 
be carried from room to room, or with you when travelling. Printed 
instructions are available when borrowing a loom. Please contact Judy 
Davies or Toni Rogers at the Arts Co-op on 4093 9026 if you would like 
to borrow one of these looms.

Membership Renewals
It’s that time of the year and we need to renew our memberships by the 
end of the financial year. Membership renewal forms are available at the 
Arts Co-op.

If you are not an exhibiting member, we invite you to continue to be 
a loyal supporter of the Kuranda Arts Co-operative, and we especially 
welcome new members.

Woodcut Workshop
Inkmasters has advised that a woodcut workshop by Arts Co-op member 
Judith Corrighan is being conducted at Djumbunji Press, Saturday 
23rd/Sunday 24th August. If you are interested in joining the group for 
this woodcut workshop opportunity, please contact inkmasters.cairns@
hotmail.com.

Fibre Exhibition “A Twist in Time”
Marcia Bird and Toni Rogers (Arts Co-op members) and local sculptor 
Kim Prentice, join six fibre artists from Cairns and Townsville to bring 
this exhibition to the Tablelands Regional Gallery during July. Fibre art 
is about the knowledge of natural materials, traditions and skills needed 
to produce these artworks.

“A Twist in Time” looks at artwork that demonstrates virtuosity and 
the joy of making. These artworks are an extension of the indomitable 
human spirit. Conventional and readily available processes are seen as 
constraints.
Exhibition: 8th July–3rd August 2014.
Official Opening: Saturday, 12th July @ 1.30pm.

Kuranda Post Office 
Changes Hands

Selling a Post Office is a challenging, but rewarding experience – I loved this project. 
People were great and I’m proud to be a part of this change of stewardship in our 
community. It’s now my pleasure to welcome Col and Cindy West as our new 
postmasters.

A very big thank you to Errol Shaw for all his efforts over the past few years. Pics 
below are at final training and handover – Col (right), Errol (left) and me, Angela 
Martin (middle).

Please be gentle with them, they’ve only got 1000 or so new names and addresses 
to remember! 

     Kind Regards,
     Angela Martin

A Twist in Time

Saltwater Creek Fibre Artists

8 July to 3 August 2014



www.littleyogischool.com
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KURANDA PHARMACY

Hilary Skimming
B.Pharm, M.P.S.

TELEPHONE:
4093 7480

Open 7 days a week for
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
and FRIENDLY SERVICE

Monday–Friday: 8.30am–5.30pm
Saturday: 9.00am–3.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am-3.00pm

Healthy Kuranda-iteThe

Kuranda
Mobile

Podiatrist
For all your foot care needs

  Corns, calluses, toenails
  Diabetic assessments & treatments
   Biomechanical assessments 

DVA AND MEDICARE REGISTERED

Call 4093 9130 or 0400 246 327

Your Guide to Indigenous Health 
at Kuranda Medical Centre

“Stay well with a Health Check”
Keep healthy and strong with a Health Check.  Health Checks are 
for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, adults and the 

elderly.
Kuranda Medical has an experienced Indigenous health worker, 

and Practice Nurses who you can yarn to.  They can help in lots of 
ways to improve your health. These checks are free to you.

Also, if you don’t have a Medicare card, come in and see us. We can 
organise one for you.

Please feel free to come in and book an appointment with me.

See you at the Centre soon, Tania Davis

Natural Healers 
Back In Town
freetobehealing.com.au

30 years experience and a wide range of skills

Counselling

Homeopathy

Crystals

Massage

Energy
Healing

Herbs

PHONE 4093 8781
Tony 0400 029 881 • Cheryll 0417 102 040

Yoga For Boys
Some men think yoga is for women but it wasn't until the late 1930s that women were entitled to study yoga. The 
first female yoga student was a lady named Indra Devi. Before this, in India, yoga was practiced exclusively by 
men. It was an all boys club, no girls allowed. Now when you look around a yoga class the majority of students 
are women. Yoga has come to be thought of as feminine in western countries – a girls sport, not macho enough 
for guys. Often it is only after being pushed into a class by a friend that men experience the tougher side of yoga.  
Yoga was and still is a physically challenging practise. After attending class many men quickly move past the 
stereotype that yoga is too girly and realise how much strength they can build with a regular practise. It’s true, it 
is not an aggressive sport or competitive (unless you want to beat your mate in a chaturanga challenge). It won’t 
produce bulky muscles like weight lifting and doesn’t require physical contact like football but it will help to 
prevent injuries while performing these and other activities. It will also create strength, stamina, power, control, 
balance  and co-ordination. Yoga can be an intense workout without leaving the mat or using any extra equipment.  
Boys introduced to yoga at an early age may not stereotype the practice as those who have never tried yoga often 
do. This may also help them take up a yoga practice when older. To appeal to boys and create interest in learning 
through imagination, yoga themes can be used. Themes like pirates, super heros, wild animals or warriors are 
popular. A few fun ‘boy yoga’ poses are shown below. Capes and super hero masks optional!

Michael Schauer Principal
NQ Psychology Services P/L

offers comprehensive psychological counselling services from the 
Kuranda Medical Centre in 33 Barang Street. Michael has been an 
advocate for finding personal growth and effective coping strategies 
helping clients with life challenges on their personal journey. His 
approach is based on Humanistic Psychology including
• ACCEPTANCE AND COMMITMENT THERAPY • AFFECT REGULATION 

THERAPY • MINDFULNESS AND HYPNOTHERAPY
He also offers relationship, grief and trauma counselling, anger and 
stress management, assistance with substance misuse including 
quit smoking. Michael is currently offering his services in Kuranda for 
approximately one week per month.

Bookings can be made directly on 0423 358 071
Consultations on Medicare are bulk billed for patients/clients with 
a valid Mental Health Care plan issued by their GP or psychiatrist. 
Alternatively, people can be seen under DVA/VVCS, WorkCover, EAP 
programs. Private Health Fund rebates may also apply.
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KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • Ph: 4093 7118

“Professional Care in Your Community”

Dr Dave Cuming dermatology, paediatrics & minor surgery
Dr Helen Pedgrift general practitioner
Dr Aileen Traves  general practitioner, indigenous health
Dr Alex Lapenga  ACRRM registrar
Dr Deepa Gadhvi  general practitioner
Dr Lee Jones  general practitioner/registrar
Dr Emily Jacob  general practitioner/registrar
Dr Susantha Yaddehige  commencing full time in February 2014

Extra Services:  Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm
Now open every second Saturday 9.00-12 noon (every Saturday  TBA)

Kowrowa Clinics every other Wednesday am/pm

NOW IN KURANDA
Serenity in the Rainforest

Kerry Orsini-Byron
QUALIFIED THERAPIST IN MASSAGE

Adults   Adolescents   Children

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Mobile: 0457 028 780
Email: kessob@hotmail.co

Specialising in
 Relaxation Massage
 Deep Tissue Massage
 Sports Massage
 Headache Treatment
 Foot Spa
 General Well Being

JULY
$45
for

ONE HOUR

GIFT
VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

It seems the wet season starts later these days than it used to, resulting in early flowering 
in the traditional dry season. The candlenut (Aleurites moluccans) was certainly at it 
again last month, flowering in moderate numbers along Skyrail.

The flowers are tiny and white and tend to be overshadowed by the very obvious white 
leaves which surround them and stand out in the canopy.

These trees are incredibly large when young and growing in the shade. This is to 
compensate for the lower light intensity under these conditions. When the tree reaches 
the canopy, the leaves shrink to minimise dehydration. The fruits are large furry 

capsules containing three or four 
seeds encased in hard husks. The 
seeds contain up to 60 per cent oil 
and were often stringed together in 
chains with a long wick and used as 
candles, hence the name. These trees 
are very fast growing pioneers and 
can reach heights of up to 40 metres 
in ideal conditions.

In the Barron Gorge, being 
dominated by shallow granitic 
soils, they never grow that big. The 
average height seems to be around 
20-25 metres. Logs of this species 
are usually used in competition 
wood chopping events at shows in 

North Queensland. The seeds were often eaten by the 
Djabugandjii and the hollow husks used as whistles. For 
more information on the rainforest go to http://www.
skyrail.com.au/rainforests/skyrail-nature-diary. 

Candlenuts in Flower
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RETURN TO SENDER
Vintage FNQ Postcards

This is one of the earlier 
postcards of Kuranda I have 
collected. It dates from 
around 1904 and is most 
probably the work of Cairns 
amateur photographer Mr 
W. Pitman for Messers G. 
Craig and Owen Whittock 
of the Central Newsagency 
in Abbott Street Cairns. 
Entitled “Scene at Crest of 
Barron Falls N.Q.” it depicts 
the edge of the Barron Falls 
– long before Tinaroo Dam 
or the Weir on the Barron at 
Kuranda. One imagines Mr 
Pitman travelling up from 
the coast by train with his 
equipment and setting up on 
the rocks. One also imagines 
this was not done in the wild 
weather of the wet season. 
Mr Whittock was quite a 
significant figure in Far North 
Queensland with very well 
rounded interests including 
a wide range of printing 
and publishing, cricket and 
amateur theatrics. He wrote 
and published the “Souvenir of the Great Cyclone (Cairns Innisfail Babinda 
Herberton)” in March 1918. This postcard is unused and unposted and was 
printed in Germany. I found it through an online auction site and it was sold to 
me by a person in India so it has taken a long journey to return home. Postcards 
were the “twitter” version of written communication at the time – it was handy to 
have tiny legible writing was your message was meant to be contained in one half 
of the available space with your stamp and the address of the recipient taking 
up the other half. Then again we all know the convenience of only needing a few 
lines and a stamp to confirm to others that we are thinking of them while having 
a great time.  

The other postcard is a “coloured shell” postcard of Abbott Street Cairns at 
around the same time – but I am not sure which part of Abbott Street The Central 
Newsagency occupied.

Disclaimer – my research into these postcards has been limited 
entirely to online sources. I’d welcome any further information. 
Gayle Hannah PO Box 624 Kuranda. 

Friends of the Earth Kuranda organised a forum on the 26th of May to 
discuss the safety of the Kuranda town water supplied from the Barron River. The 
forum was attended by the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and senior council staff, plus a 
wide cross section of Kuranda people. The following is a brief synopsis of the issues 
discussed.  

“The quality of the water and the environmental health in the Barron River is 
not a Local but a State Government responsibility”, explained Mayor Gilmore at the 
Kuranda Water Forum. 

In Queensland the State Government has delegated to local government 
authorities the responsibility to supply and test drinking water before it sells it to the 
consumer on the basis that it has a “drinking water management plan in place” and 
“has undertaken risk assessments, assessed the hazards and has tested accordingly”.

Morris Hamill, Senior Council Officer responsible for Waste & Water, explained 
that the Mareeba council pumps the water from the Barron, passes it through a sand 
filter, a liquid polymer based chemical is used to remove sediment and Chlorine is 
automatically added to kill bacterial contaminants. 

Under the Queensland government risk assessments guidelines, the council tests 
twice a year for the presence and concentration of the some 26 pesticides and has 
done since the 1990s.

Dr Jon Brodie, an expert in water quality at James Cook University, has previously 
reviewed the test results and reported that council was testing for pesticides that in 
all probability are not being used in the catchment and failing to test for others that 
are used.

The Mareeba/Dimbulah agricultural area in the Barron river catchment is used by 
39 different large agricultural industries including the Banana, Mango, Beef Cattle, 
Avocado, Dairy, Sugar, Potato, Citrus, Papaya and many other diverse farming 
enterprises. Hundreds of tons of petro nitrogen fertilisers and thousands of litres 
of a diverse range of chemicals are used by the various farming enterprises, much of 
which ends up by being leached into the Barron   

Tom Gilmore said he thinks the dangers of pesticides are exaggerated, noting that 
reputable scientists test these chemicals – and he’s still alive having used them often 
as a farmer. Further he said he has no concerns about the quality of the Kuranda 
town water.

Deborah, a spokesperson from Frog Safe, advised the forum that thousands of 
chemicals are used in Australia and only desktop research is done on their dangers 
and little to no research done on the synergistic effect of these chemicals on humans 
and wildlife. She circulated an album of photos of frogs taken from the Barron River 
with cancers. Frogs are often seen as an indicator of the health of the environment. 

Chris, Vice President Djabugay Tribal Council, advised the forum that he believed 
the quality of the rivers in the Kuranda area has declined and he is concerned about 
people both swimming in the water and supplementing their diet with fish caught 
from the water.

Mayor Gilmore advised Council has no funding to do an audit for chemicals that 
may be in the drinking water and no interest in advocating on this issue with State 
government. Councillor Jenkins advised that the council has looked for an alternative 
supply and unsuccessfully tested for bore water so Kuranda has no alternative but to 
continue to source water from the Barron River.

Postcards featuring beautiful artwork and photographs by local artists are now 
on sale at Kuranda Health & Healing. These postcards were written and the project 
coordinated by Lisa from Koah. Many thanks to her for all her work and to everyone 
who has contributed to this project. While this is a joint project, all proceeds from 
the sale of the postcards at Kuranda Health & Healing will go to the FoE Kuranda 
campaign to clean up the Barron River.

Further details can be obtained from the website: foekuranda.org  

Last month this paper published an article by Friends of the Earth claiming a coal 
seam gas exploration permit has been granted over Nguddaboolgan.

A spokesman for the Department of Natural resources and Mines has provided 
the following comments:

There are no granted permits to explore for coal seam gas in the 
Mount Mulligan area, including Nguddaboolgan.

A granted EPC only allows the holder to explore for coal for the 
purpose of mining it through a mine. It does not permit exploration for 
coal seam gas.

To explore for coal seam gas, a company would need to separately 
apply for, and be granted, an Authority to Prospect (ATP) exploration 
permit issued under the Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 
2004.

All activities on land covered by a granted exploration permit are 
strictly governed by the conditions of the Environmental Authority 
issued for each project by the Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection. 

Before any government decisions are made about an exploration 
permit application, the company and local traditional owners are first 
required to reach a binding agreement on native title issues, including 
land use and indigenous cultural heritage.

They are also required to take all reasonable steps during any 
exploration activities to preserve and protect cultural heritage. [Ed.]

     

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Local, Friendly, Confidential & Professional 
• Tailored made services to suit your business

• Justice of the Peace (Qualified)

Aucuba Pty Ltd

Mob: 0427 106 438 • Ph/Fax: (07) 4093 0222
PO Box 270 Kuranda Qld 4881 • Email: aucuba@bigpond.com
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Barry Hodson
FCPA

Certified Practising
Accountant
PO Box 139 Kuranda

Queensland 4881

Tel/Fax: (07) 4093 9770
Mobile: 0418 314 532

Email: bhodsonfcpa@internode.on.net

  

  
   

 

Hidden Words
B O O K S H O P

NOW
OPEN

Books for the thoughtful reader
Bottom of Therwine Street, Kuranda

The Bookshop is selling new and used books on:
HISTORY • BIOGRAPHY • SCIENCE • PSYCHOLOGY • POLITICS • RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY • PHILOSOPHY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS • HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE • ARTS & CRAFTS • ANCIENT & MODERN CLASSICS
• NORTH QUEENSLAND AUTHORS • SELF-HELP • GIFT BOOKS

All welcome Wednesday to Sunday, from 10.00am to 4.00pm  Closed Monday & Tuesday 
May be open at other times

PO Box 1010 Kuranda Qld 4881 • Tel: 4093 7120
nicholsonmandalay@msn.com • http://grahamsbahaiblog.blogspot.com

Daryl's Plumbing
Maintenance

Local to Kuranda

Phone: 0417 232 567
or 4093 9151

Myola • Licenced Plumber

Vicki’s 
Alterations 

and 
New Creations
Over 30 years’ experience

No Project too big 
or too small.

Reasonable
rates.

Phone
0400 791 345  or  4093 8976

K.N.C. Operated by 
KURANDA INFORMATION & SUPPORT CENTRE 

ASSOC. INC. 
6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 

PO BOX 170   KURANDA Qld  4881      
Ph: 4093 8933  Fax: 4093 8607

Email: knc@qld.chariot.net.au
ABN 62 198 192 130

Neighbourhood Centre News – July 2014

Let’s Make Home Security A Priority 
These School Holidays 

With the June/July school holidays approaching it’s time for a friendly 
reminder about your holiday security. House break and enters are one 
of the most common crimes. In many instances house break-ins are 
crimes of opportunity with entry gained through an open or unlocked 
door or window.

Home Security
Good home security is as simple as the following three basic steps:
1.  Make it as difficult as possible for an offender to gain entry i.e. install 

and use key operated locks on doors and windows, don’t place keys 
under door mats or in obvious places.

2.  Make it as difficult as possible for an offender to exit with your 
property i.e. use the key-operated locks on doors and windows, 
make sure alarms are functioning.

3.  Make it as difficult as possible for an offender to want to steal your 
property i.e. engrave or microdot all items of value.

Holiday Security Check List – Have you?
• Locked all windows with key operated locks 
• Locked all external doors with keys, including deadlocks 
• Advised local Police you are away & provide contact details 
•  Locked all tools away to avoid having them used to break into your 

home 
• Cancelled paper & mail deliveries or have mail redirected 
•  Asked neighbour or friend to collect junk mail & keep an eye on your 

property 
•  Disconnect electrical supply on garage door to avoid having it used 

as an exit point 
•  If you are leaving your car at home, ensure you either hide your keys 

or give them to a trusted friend or neighbour for safe keeping. All 
keys should be kept out of sight. 

• Locked valuables in a safe or bank safety deposit box 
• Engraved belongings to act as a deterrent for thieves 
• Left some clothing on the clothes line to give it a ‘lived in’ look 
•  Asked a trusted friend to park a car in your driveway to look like you 

have visitors 
• Arranged for a friend or neighbour to mow your lawn 
•  Automatic timing devices switching lights on and off at specific times 
•  Turned down the volume on your telephone so it is not audible to 

possible offenders. 
• Left the house looking like it is ‘lived in” 
•  Lock up wheelie bins to avoid having them used to move property 

or as ladders.

  – Maggie Herbohn
  <kuranda.range.nhw@bigpond.com>

Kuranda Family Day: The next Family Day in the park will be held on the 8th 
July (second Tuesday of the school holidays). These are free events supported by the local 
community. If you would like to help out on the day or are from an agency that would like to 
showcase your service/program, please call Ceri or Marg or email knc@qld.chariot.net.au. 

Congratulations to Cathy Billam: A very big CONGRATS to Cathy Billam, our 
wonderful, long-serving No Interest Loans Service Coordinator for winning the Queensland 
Volunteer NILS award at the National Conference in Brisbane in June. Cathy has been a 
dedicated worker for this very valuable program empowering local people to build an affordable 
asset base. Well Done !!

Free Numeracy, Literacy and Computer Skills Training: FNQ Volunteers 
are delivering free training on Thursdays (9-3) at KNC in the conference room. This includes 
certified Certificate 3 in Business. To register please drop in and fill out a form or contact 
Bryony Stockwell on 0420 806 388 or email makeithappen@hotmail.com. This program will 
run until December 2014 – with a view to continue if funding can be secured.

Veggie Seedlings: The seedlings are back at a bargain price of $1 per seedling punnet. 
We get a random supply so it is worth dropping by to see what there is.

Furniture Exchange: If you have items in good condition to donate, please let us 
know and we will arrange for a pick up. With winter approaching, we are seeking donations 
of warm bedding. Right now, we are seeking a number of lounges, tables and chairs and beds. 
Unfortunately for safety reasons we are unable to take bunk beds. All items will go to families 
or individuals with identified needs and all items are welcome. THANKS.

WuChopperen Counselling at KNC: There is a counsellor coming up to Kuranda 
on Monday mornings to see people needing help around substance misuse. Please contact 
Ceri/Marg for a referral – counselling is strictly confidential.

      The Neighbourhood Centre Team

KURANDA ROOTS FESTIVAL
DJ – Photograph by Pete Dillon
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For plant sourcing, identification or 
general gardening questions, 

contact Alectura C/- Kuranda Paper or
email wortwoad@optusnet.com.au

Holiday Pet Feeding Service
Let me take care of your animals, plants, mail and put the bin out,

perhaps you just want your gardens watered instead. 
Then let me help.

Servicing Kuranda, Myola, Kowrowa and Speewah areas.
Phone 0407 242 190

(A.B.N. 384 113 26948)

 

Dates: Monday 21 to Friday 25 July, 9:00am to 5:00pm 
Venue: James Cook University, Cairns Campus 
Cost: Full Cost $650; JCU staff & students, & Cairns Permaculture Group members $490; 
Permaculture Design Certificate (PDC) holders and unwaged $390. 
Contact: Brett Pritchard at <drytropics@gmail.com>  

The 30 hour (5-day) course covers all the permaculture principles and design methods covered in a full 
72 hour Permaculture Design Certificate (PDC). This course has been designed to give participants 
equivalent design skills and fundamental permaculture knowledge as a PDC for a reduced cost and time 
commitment. It would suit people who want to pick up the skills necessary to design their own food 
forest and veggie garden, as well as those interested in learning in-depth the design side of 
permaculture and how it can be applied in a variety of situations. As the course covers the design 
methods and principles in much greater depth than many PDC courses it is also suited to current PDC 
holders who wish to gain a deeper understanding of these aspects. 

The course teacher Brett Pritchard has been an accredited permaculture teacher for 20 years and has a 
Diploma of Permaculture in Education and Community Services and a Bachelor of Natural Areas and 
Wilderness Studies (UTas). He was awarded the Permaculture Community Services Award in 1992 
after pioneering permaculture in Malaysia and is currently Education Officer at Permaculture Townsville. 

ULY and what a wet month past. The late rains have spurred 
growth in some plants while others have sulked or gone backwards. 
Particular attention should be paid to potted and basket subject 
without cover, as potting mixes may need replacing.

Weed Alert: Ageratum conyzoides or Billy Goat Weed is an 
erect, branching, soft leafed annual with a shallow rooting system, 
growing to approximately 1m and with stems and leaves covered 
with fine hairs which some may find an irritant. With its bluish 
flowers held in close terminal-flower heads, its fine seeds are 

easily carried, rapidly colonizing disturbed areas or seeding in established garden 
beds. Easily uprooted when young, plants should be disposed of rather than left lying 
on the soil surface as they often re-root particularly in wet warm weather.  

Q&A Dear Owen: For my money, the best 
investment in architectural plants for the small or 
large garden, either in ground or as potted subjects are 
from the large and diverse family of cycads. Tough and 
forgiving once established, of slow growth and pleasing 
form, they make striking statements, either as potted, 
stand-alone specimen or against masonry. Their often 
very striking flowering and seed cones add further 
interest. Perfect drainage is the key to success. Rather 
than the ubiquitous Yucca or Agave, cycads are a long 
term, much more considered and valuable investment.

Dear Peter: Thanks for the pics and I liked the scale 
against fertilizer bead in top left. Yes definitely a fungi in 
the family Cyathus (Birds Nest fungi). At a guess possibly 
Cyathus colensoi? The following link may be of interest: 
http://qldfungi.org.au/resources-2/fungi-keys/fungi-
keys-queenslands-birds-nest-fungi     

Dear Marvin: Definitely do not buy seed of 
Caladium bicolor as advertised for sale on eBay. 
Caladium bicolor is extremely rare in Australia and your 
best bet is to seek a plant source – good luck there! Of 
course, as a passionate collector I had to try the eBay 
offer. The seeds were definitely not an Aroid and, on 
germination, prove to be as yet, an unidentified slight 
growing tendril vine which is under watch as yet another 
introduced weed.

Wanted: A source for seed or plant of 
Impatiens arguta.

PLAnt of the Month: Bauhinia kockiana or Red Trailing Butterfly 
Vine, coming from Thailand, is a seldom seen high-tropical vine with masses of 
beautiful yellow-orangey-red flowers going through colour changes as the flowers 
mature and fade. Definitely one for the plant connoisseur, this vine is of moderate 
growth and takes to pruning well but should be supplied with sturdy support 
and may be requiring to be tied in. Requiring well drained soil and full sun with 
supplementary water during the drier months, this vine well rewards with flowering 
throughout the year. With poor seed set, the plant is in short supply as it is difficult 
to strike from cutting.
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Do you enjoy gardening and plants?
Come along to

KURANDA GARDEN CLUB Inc.
All are welcome to our meeting at

Kuranda District State College, 
260 Myola Road, Kuranda

Saturday 5th July at 2.00pm
for a tour of the orchard and permaculture,

with emphasis on ecologically sustainable horticulture.
We ask everyone to bring a plate to share for afternoon tea 

and encourage your friends to join us.
Phone David or Graham 4093 9492 

dpsgkp@people.net.au

Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Underway
The first of three yellow crazy ant ground treatments is underway in Russett Park. 
Safeway Pest Control should finish treatment in this area next week pending clear 
weather. Thank you to all residents for your continued cooperation and patience.

The product being used to treat the yellow crazy ant infestations in Russett Park 
is an insect growth regulator which inhibits the life cycle of the insects.

Russett Park residents should see a gradual decline in yellow crazy ant numbers 
and density over the next three months.

The Wet Tropics Management Authority urges all other Kuranda residents to 
remain vigilant and to continue to check their properties for yellow crazy ants. 
Yellow crazy ants are mostly spread when they hitch a ride with people in timber, 
soil, vegetation, garden waste, pot plants, picnic and camping gear.
To stop the spread of yellow crazy ants:
• only dispose of vegetation, plants and soil at approved council sites 
• spray pot plants with insecticide when moving home 
• check your yard regularly for signs of yellow crazy ants.

Report illegal dump sites to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or visit the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection webpage at www.ehp.qld.gov.
au/waste/illegal_dumping.

For more information about the yellow crazy ant eradication program, contact 
the Wet Tropics Management Authority’s yellow crazy ant eradication project team, 
Lucy Karger or Max Chappell on 42410500.

To learn more visit the Authority’s website at http://www.wettropics.gov.au/
stamp-out-yellow-crazy-ants.html.

Below: Safeway pest control staff conducts ground treatment of yellow crazy ants.
Image Credit: Wet Tropics images
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Mobil
Koah Roadhouse

4093 7887

Crumbed Fish
Battered Fish

Grilled Fish
Family Hunger Busta

Chicken Gravy Roll
Hamburger

Bacon & Egg Burger
Bacon & Egg Roll
Hamburger Lot

Fish Burger
Fish Burger Lot

Steak Burger
Steak Burger Lot

Whole Large Chicken

IN STORE MONTHLY SPECIALS

Last Order Taken At 7.30pm

Michael Quinn
Storyteller, Student of Anthropology and Philosophy

Our profile this month is Michael Quinn, storyteller, a 
person very well known in the Kuranda region. Modest by 
nature, one would hardly guess if you did not know of him that 
he has particular interests of relevance to this area and worthy 
of profile. Since 1986 he has worked with the Bama community 
of Kuranda, the indigenous people of this area, in an effort to 
help preserve their endangered language. 

The UNESCO Endangered Language website recites:
“Every language reflects a unique world-view with its own 

value systems, philosophy and particular cultural features. 
The extinction of a language results in the irrecoverable loss 
of unique cultural knowledge embodied in it for centuries, 
including historical, spiritual and ecological knowledge that 
may be essential for the survival of not only its speakers, but 
also countless others. 

For speaker communities, languages are the creations and 
the vectors of tradition. They support cultural identity and 
are an essential part of a community’s heritage.”

We have an appalling record of indigenous language loss in 
this country. The same website states:

“The National Indigenous Languages Survey Report 
2005, prepared by the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Studies at the request of the Australian 
Government, provides an analysis of the situation of Australian indigenous languages 
based on UNESCO’s nine Language Vitality factors. Among its most significant findings, 
the report determined that only 145 of Australia’s more than 250 known indigenous 
languages continue actually to be spoken. In addition, approximately 110 of them have 
been classified as severely or critically endangered. Only 18 indigenous languages 
are described as “strong” according to such a crucial factor as intergenerational 
transmission.”

Born in Liverpool, England, Michael migrated to Australia many decades ago. This was 
after hitch-hiking to the Indian subcontinent as a youth. He lived in Melbourne and then 
Tasmania, and later moved to Sydney where he obtained an honours degree majoring in 
Social Anthropology at the University of Sydney. He also worked as a teacher of English 
as a second or foreign language in New South Wales. This work as a language teacher 
gave him a functional approach to the use of language which was invaluable when later 
setting out to help keep the Djabugay language alive in the world. In 1986, his brother-
in-law invited him to come with his family to Kuranda to build a house on his property. 
After arriving, he decided to study the mythology of the indigenous people of this area. 
This initial search lead him into an attempt to help salvage the local language, an interest 
which has continued to this day. He has been in the Kuranda area ever since apart from a 
number of years when he returned to England to look after his ailing father and to pursue 
his activities as a storyteller.

Not long after arriving in Kuranda, Michael met the last initiated man of the local 
tribe. Michael sat down beside him and asked to learn of the history and culture of the 
tribe. The elder refused unless Michael learnt the Djabugay language first. Meetings with 
the handful of the remaining speakers of the language were arranged for this purpose. 
Michael began his research into the language and benefited from the help of linguists 
who had studied it in the past. He gained the approval of the elders for the orthography, 
or writing system, that he used, and went on to write a number of dictionaries , text books 

and books of the ancient storylore in both Djabugay and English. 
His latest dictionary has just been published. He presented me 
with one of his illustrated books, “Nganydjin Bulmba” or “Our 
Country”, a delightful storybook in Djabugay and English with 
a heavy emphasis on the land and things of the land and their 
meaning and sacredness.

When Michael arrived in Kuranda there were only a 
handful of speakers of the language left alive and he had the 
great good fortune to work with Roy Banning (language name 
“Wanyarra”) who was one of the few people who had been born 
with Djabugay as his first language. He is also grateful for the 
assistance of songman Ashley Coleman with whom he formed 
the band Gudju-gudju. This band is dedicated to preserving the 
Djabugay language through song. Michael played the flute and 
helped to write many of the songs. Together with Roy Banning 
and Ashley Coleman, Michael worked in local schools to 
increase local awareness of the linguistic inheritance of the area. 
Michael continues this work in the local State School. Children 
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal have been able to benefit 
from this work.

Why undertake such a task? Michael stated:
“I think part of my work is impelled by the disaster that is 

overtaking the world. It is estimated that every two weeks a 
language becomes extinct. 

Why is this a loss? Well, language is the foundation of one’s cultural identity. Around 
the world there have been terrible consequences for people who have lost their ancestral 
language. Australia is no exception. If we had not looked down on the colonised and 
had instead studied their language or languages, we could have benefited from up to 
60,000 years of human experience. We have turned our back on an important source of 
knowledge, of the ecology, flora and fauna, of the medicines and the spiritual insights 
of the people.

It was unfortunate that on the Mona Mona Mission the children were forbidden to 
speak their language and were flogged if they did so.”

Michael believes that he came to Kuranda at the right time as there was a renaissance 
amongst the people of traditional dance and art, and a renewed interest in their ancient 
storylore. It is perhaps no coincidence that the Tjapukai Theatre commenced its work at 
the same time as Michael began his work on the Djabugay language. 

Michael was very moved when he met the Queen of the Djabuganydji people who told 
him before her passing that Gudju-gudju (Rainbow Snake) was the Father of all humankind. 
Michael believes that today’s modern secular society will continue to desecrate and pollute 
the world we live in unless humankind can “re-sacralise” the world we share.

Michael himself is a humble man. He sees himself as a teller of stories, drawing 
on various sources from around the world, including the Aboriginal Dreaming. In this 
part of Australia, Dreaming Places are known as “StoryWaters”. He believes that these 
Aboriginal stories are a repository of truth about humankind and its relationship to the 
world we live in.

Thank you Michael for helping us understand the importance of language and its 
preservation.

Graham Nicholson,
Hidden Words Bookshop, Tel 4093 7120
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Mini Fruit-lovers An Indicator 
of Climate Change

Vinegar Flies on a mandarin, the female on the left and 
the smaller male on the right.

PHOTO: Alan Henderson

 Lawn Cutting? 
Just a call away! 

 
 

 

New to 

Kuranda 

Lawn Cutting 

House Maintenance 

 

Garden Tidy Ups 

 

General Clean-ups 
 

We all love fruit, and there is nothing better than a full fruit bowl in the house 
with plenty of variety to choose from. Particular insects known commonly as Vinegar 
Flies (Drosophila melenogaster) love fruit and they like only one thing better than 
the smell of fresh fruit – the smell of rotting fruit!

Vinegar Flies get their name from the smell that is given off by the fruit as the 
fly’s larvae feed within its decaying liquids. These tiny flies have an incredible sense 
of smell, and can locate fruit from a long way off. They prefer their fruit already past 
its best, as they actually feed upon the yeasts that form during the decaying process. 
You may notice them around the compost heap, and inside around the fruit bowl 
or the rubbish bin if it contains fruit scraps. While the weather is cool, the lure of 
warmer indoor temperatures and a good food source is often too good to refuse. 

Once they find fruit Vinegar Flies go to work laying their eggs. The eggs are 

microscopic and are laid in the cracks and crevices within the fruit, or upon bad 
patches on the skin. The eggs actually have tiny filaments branching out from 
one end which enable the embryo to obtain oxygen while submersed in the fruits 
juices. The eggs hatch quickly and the larvae go about consuming the yeasts in the 
fermenting fruit. In a matter of days the larvae leave the liquidised parts of the fruit 
to pupate, and emerge several days later as adult flies. The whole life-cycle can take 
place in 12 days at warm temperatures (25°C), and given each female is capable of 
laying around 500 eggs, it does not take long to have a mass of these little insects 
hanging around.

As annoying as these little flies may seem, they are actually one of the most 
important genetic tools that scientists have ever used. For over 100 years the 
genetics of Drosophila melanogaster have been studied, and their short life-cycle 

and high reproductive rate makes them the ideal subjects. 
Many genetic traits can be followed and examined by 
crossing various forms of these flies, and a huge amount of 
scientific work has been undertaken in order to improve 
our understanding of genetics. Universities and high 
schools around the world use them for teaching tools.  
Basic lessons in heredity and gene dominance can be 
demonstrated using Vinegar flies within two weeks.

One very significant study involving Vinegar Flies has 
shown dramatic results in the last few years. Their rapid 
reproduction has proved ideal for studies into the effects 
of climate change. Vinegar flies in Queensland were found 
to have different genetic traits to those in New South 
Wales allowing them to survive in hotter climates. Those 
in New South Wales were different than those in Victoria, 
and so on. Researchers have now discovered that these 
flies have changed in recent times. Those in Melbourne 
now resemble those that existed in Sydney 20 years ago 
and those in Sydney resemble those from the Queensland 
border. In this short space of time, a small but significant 
climatic shift has resulted in genetic changes in these flies, 
a definite indication that these flies and ourselves, are in 
changing times.

Alan Henderson
Minibeast Wildlife
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BUMBLEBEE
MOTORS

To Your New 
Automotive Service Centre

Come On Into The New
Bumblebee Motors

And Bee Surprised At The Level Of Service
Available To You

Competitive Pricing On All Mechanical ServicesTyres At A Price You Can AffordWheel AlignmentsServicing Of All Makes And ModelsAdvice You Can Be Assured OfKey Cutting Service
LPG Gas Bottle Refills

Welcome

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

Nestled on 40 acres of beautiful bushland at
Boyles Road in Kuranda,

Candlenut Steiner School
offers a unique educational experience,

from Kindy to Class Ten,
to families across the Tablelands and Cairns. 

BUSES AVAILABLE FROM CAIRNS & MAREEBA

Vacancies are now available
for some classes including

4 year old kindy
and playgroup.

For further information, or an enrolment package:  
please visit our website at 

www.candlenutsteinerschool.qld.edu.au 
or contact the office on

4093 8809
between 8.00am & 4.00pm

With fully-grown adults reaching a maximum weight of up to one kilogram, the 
uromys is one of Australia’s largest rodents. Uromys are native to the rainforests 
of Northern Queensland, and parts of New Guinea, and are identified by a bald 
tail that is mostly a pale whitish color.

Other characteristic features include grey-brown fur, large, pale hands and 
feet, and a strong, defined jaw. Uromys are omnivorous, and have a wide-ranging 
diet consisting of everything from small reptiles, eggs, and insects to rainforest 
fruits, nuts, and fungi. Uromys are both arboreal and terrestrial, and although 
they are too big to scurry through trees in the manner of their smaller rodent 
relatives, they are able to use their powerful arms to pull their way up tree trunks 
to look for food.

These sizeable rodents are a valuable part of the rainforest ecosystem, and 
enable the rainforest to grow by dispersing rainforest truffles, a fungus that 
encourages tree root growth, as well as dispersing fruits – a job that is shared by 
other keystone species such as cassowaries and flying-foxes. 

Uromys are an exceedingly intelligent species, and when they are brought 
up in captivity they learn quickly and are able to distinguish between individual 
humans. These two babies, Jaime and Cersei, were orphaned when their mother 
was trapped and released before it was discovered that her babies were left behind, 
and as a result ended up at BatReach Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre. They are 
vivacious, personable creatures, and they totally defy the unflattering stereotype 
that all kinds of rats must endure. Giant White-tailed Rats are an exceptional 
rodent, and are a pleasure to work with.

      BatReach Volunteer Iain
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Inside My Studio
Interview and Photograph by Toni Rogers

Dale Mattsson – Backhoe Hire
EXPERIENCED OWNER OPERATOR

Servicing Kuranda & Surrounds
FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING NEEDS

Phone Dale 
0419 684 549

For much of her artistic journey, Kuranda resident Magda Palmer has depicted 
the emotional and spiritual story of her life. Illustrator, actress, traveller, published 
author and poet, designer, animal activist, TV documentary researcher and presenter 
– the list goes on and on. Her life continues to be full and colourful.

Magda’s drawings are commanding but very gentle, and many pay homage to past 
and present animals, in particular those that have shared her life. Her recent artworks 
are imbued with the awe and beauty of nature and capture the complexity, yet also 
the simplicity, of the imaginative and mythical world.  Magda takes a lot of pleasure 
in translating her dreams and her imagination. She has 
developed slowly a unique oeuvre of meticulous and 
painstaking drawings over the past years to considerable 
acclaim. Her works are visual, sequential and poetic and 
one can join her in the actions of her hands as she makes 
movements describing the sequence of her subjects. 
Magda Palmer has embraced the transcendence of her 
art works and with the sheer joy she takes in the process 
she has the ability to carry you along on her journey. 

Where is your current studio?
In my home in Kuranda, in a Feng Shui position facing 
north-west. I conduct my ‘think tank’ in that room. It 
contains all my sketches and my draughtsman’s easel. In 
this studio room I am surrounded by my pencil sketches, 
my ideas, some framed and some incomplete. I will work 
outside on my verandah to complete an artwork as I like 
being in the ‘elements’.

Do you work alone or with others?
Alone, but with my animals around me; my two dogs and two cats. I love solitude.

What are the essential features your studio has to have?
The most essential feature is a big wide shelf. I may have three ideas at once and I sketch 
those ideas as a series and they go on the shelf and the wall. I then come back to the 
sketches and the writing to accompany those artworks.

Describe your work pattern – hours/days/weeks. 
I work in the afternoons. Always the afternoons. If I could, I would work all day and all 
night but my mornings are taken up with my animals and my progressing rainforest 
garden. I do write very early in the mornings, as early as 4am, or sometimes late into 
the night.

Describe the works you do in your studio.
Pen and ink drawings, watercolour, air brush and pastels. Much of my work is 
imaginative, based on characters I see in my mind. It may be a Chinese man but ends 
up a gene or a mythical character. Mythology has a great influence on my work. I have 
published three books and have done all the illustrations. Over the years I have also 
undertaken portraiture. [At this point Madga draws my attention to a small framed 
portrait  of a young boy – pictured. Magda explained that she was 13 years old and it 
was the first time she had tried to paint seriously. To buy paints she collected oysters 
from the Georges River in NSW, put them in a jar and sold them to the local fish shop. 
She afforded three oil paints – black, blue and white and used a piece of off-cut wood 
to paint on with a pin point and head as a brush. In later years she used this same little 
boy as her farmer’s son in her epic published poem “WindRose”. These days, being a 
vegetarian, she sincerely thanks those oysters for their lives and has a small collection 
of oyster shells to honour them. TR]

Why is watercolour your chosen medium?
Watercolour goes hand and hand with my poetry as they are both fluid. I drop paint on 

paper and as I write them words become shapes and 
images on my pages, the commencement of a drawing. 
I started drawing on a rock when I was very young. We 
lived on the edge of the bush and I would take chalk 
from my home and walk to my rock and continued 
those drawings until I was 12 years old.  At an early age 
I submitted small drawings to the ‘Sunbeamers Club’ in 
the Sun Herald and regularly my work was published.

List three things you listen to while working.
Violin concertos, the wind and in particular the rain 
outside our house and the sounds of nature. Nature 
makes me want to work. I also love Japanese flutes 
and ancient choirs. I love hearing them while I work. I am conservative in my choice. I 
did the illustrations for my three books whilst listening to Japanese flutes. The sound 
conveyed to me the energy I needed.

Your favourite tool?
My paintbrush. I have a special soft brush made from 
hair from my Persian cat, now deceased. I had the brush 
made. My artwork is ‘soft’ and in many I brush light 
colour over my pen and ink drawings.

How do you identify your work? 
Only with my initials. MPC. I don’t date my work. I am 
a very slow and meticulous worker and can take years to 
complete a series. I have found you can be prejudged by 
the date you painted and presented something.

How do you sell your work?
I don’t sell many individual pieces as I work in series. 
I don’t like splitting them up.  Because I am so slow, 
my perfectionist nature does not allow me to divide the 
series.
Most of my work ends up as illustrations in my books 
and publications. I am currently working towards an 
exhibition with a whole series on show and will force 

myself to offer them singularly.

Do you teach or sell from your studio?
No. I have received no formal training, but have attended the occasional class with 
groups of artists. I attended life drawing but did not like it. I enjoy lithography and 
working on stone. It suits my style of drawing and through those classes I have learnt 
some formal techniques that I can now incorporate into my own work, however, I want 
it to be only part of my work.

If you could change one thing about your studio what would that be?
Nothing, I would not change anything. My studio spreads to ‘outside’ and nature has 
provided me with a visual palette and I am so comfortable working amongst it. 

If you were not working with visual art what would you be doing?
I would join Cirque du Soleil. I ran away with the circus when I was 12 years old. I 
love free flight and I wanted to be a trapeze artist. Cirque du Soleil will be in  Brisbane 
next April and I will be going to see it. It will be hard to keep me off the stage. In truth, 
however, I guess I would become an animal activist. I was involved in London and 
marched with my dog. I have always had a pet family. I am passionate about their care 
and protection and I share my epicurean lifestyle that does not involve harming animals 
through my ongoing work. I maintain an illustrated Vegan Cookbook website, free to all. 

“The Great Love Story – Windrose” by Magda Palmer, a much acclaimed fully 
illustrated spoken opera, was undertaken into a major work for symphony orchestra 
and voice by the Darwin Symphony Orchestra. It premiered in 2007. This and other 
publications “The Healing Power of Crystals” and “Feng Shui – Student 
Manual” are available on sale in The Hidden Words Bookshop in Kuranda and are 
available through links on Magda’s website http:/www.maggiepalmer.biz/books
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Sunday 6th July at 4.00 pm
at the Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road

Bring a plate to share.
Subscription for 2014 is $20 per year or $5 for a one-day membership.

For more information ring Hans at 4093 8393

The Kuranda Village Accountancy Team
Fay Allen BCom CPA is the owner of Kuranda Village Accountancy and has 
successfully operated the business in Kuranda for seven years. Fay is a Certified 
Practising Accountant and recently attained her Self Managed Superannuation Fund 
Auditor Registration. She specialises in individual tax returns, all businesses and self 
managed superannuation funds.

Helen Robinson BBus CPA has a wealth of knowledge having twenty-six years 
accounting experience. Helen is also a Certified Practising Accountant and specialises 
in entity structures and self managed superannuation funds.

Simone Seeberger BCom CA gained her commerce degree at JCU and has recently 
attained her Chartered Accountant qualification. And a big congratulations to her! 
Simone was born in Switzerland and moved to Dimbulah when she was eleven. She 
is fluent in German.

Linda Davis Dip Acc has recently attained her Diploma of Accounting and a big 
congratulations to her too! Linda is our receptionist and she also specialises in 
bookkeeping. She has been working in accounts for almost thirty years! 

Robyn King has joined our team recently and a big welcome to her! Robyn 
specialises in individual tax returns and has twelve years experience in preparing tax 
returns as many of you know.

Below L to R: Helen Robinson, Robyn King, Fay Allen, Simone Seeberger, Linda 
Davis

The Year of Living Dangerously 
The Year of Living Dangerously is a 1982 drama film 
directed by Peter Weir and adapted from the novel 
The Year of Living Dangerously by Christopher Koch. 
The story is about a love affair set in Indonesia during 
the overthrow of President Sukarno. It follows a group 
of foreign correspondents in Jakarta on the eve of an 
attempted coup by the 30 September Movement in 1965.

The film stars Mel Gibson as Guy Hamilton, an 
Australian journalist, and Sigourney Weaver as Jill 
Bryant, a British Embassy officer. It also stars Linda 
Hunt as the male dwarf Billy Kwan, Hamilton’s local 
photographer contact, a role for which Hunt won the 
1983 Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress.

 The film was shot in both Australia and the Philippines and includes Australian 
actors Bill Kerr as Colonel Henderson and Noel Ferrier as 
Wally O’Sullivan.

It was banned from being shown in Indonesia until 
1999. The title The Year of Living Dangerously is a quote 
which refers to a famous Italian phrase used by Sukarno; 
vivere pericolosamente, meaning “living dangerously”.

 Sukarno borrowed the line for the title of his Indonesian 
Independence Day speech of 1964.

Flirting 
Danny Embling (Noah Taylor), now an awkward, 
underdeveloped 17 year old, has been sent away by his 
parents to the all-male St Albans boarding school in rural 
New South Wales, Australia, in the hopes he won’t become

a delinquent. The year is 1965 and it has been some time since Danny has had any 
romantic relationship with a girl (his former love, Freya, from The Year My Voice 
Broke, left him at the end of the first film). Danny is the butt of jokes because of his 
stutter and long nose (for which he is nicknamed “Bird”). His only friend is Gilbert.

At a school rugby game, he meets and slowly becomes interested in Thandiwe 
Adjewa (Thandie Newton), a Ugandan-Kenyan-British girl (Ugandan father and 
Kenyan-British mother) attending the all-girls Cirencester Ladies’ College across the 
lake, while her father, a political activist, is lecturing at university in Canberra. They 
later meet at a debate between the two schools, and covertly during a school dance. 
She is punished for leaving the dance without permission and is given chores by the 
prefect, Nicola Radcliffe (Nicole Kidman). Thandiwe is later befriended by Melissa 
(Kym Wilson) and Janet (Naomi Watts).

Throughout the course of the school year, they foster a budding romance, despite 
the overbearing regulations inflicted upon them – specifically racial politics and social 
conventions (Thandiwe is often regarded by the school authorities as rebellious and 
overtly sexual). After the performance of the musical, Danny introduces his parents 
to Thandiwe and her parents. They later decide to return to Uganda in response 
to the political turmoil there. Soon Thandiwe decides to return too, and lies about 
her true departure date, in order to spend the night in a motel with Danny. They 
are discovered, leading to his expulsion. Thandiwe writes him letters regularly from 
Uganda – until one day one arrives from Nairobi saying she is safe there.

Make a Wish
The Australian 
Butterfly Sanctuary 
has a new Butterfly 
Wishing Pond where you 
can watch the butterflies 
fly past, throw in a coin 
and make a wish. At 
the same time you’ll be 
helping others in need as 
all coins collected from 
the Butterfly Wishing 
Pond will be donated to 
the Salvation Army Red 
Shield Appeal.
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TOP
OF THE 
RANGE

ROOFING
 All aspects of roofing and

wall cladding
 New Roof and Re-Roof

 Roof Repairs
 Gutters and Downpipes

NO JOB TOO SMALL
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

QBSA 732967

Call CRAIG
4093 0367 • 0409 652 992

Living in KurandaKuranda
Winter and School Holidays
 A time to Go Lentil!

antiques
FAIRIES AND JEWELS

2/225 Byrnes St, Mareeba • Ph: 4092 6030

OPEN:
Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-5.00pm

Saturday 9.00am-noon

Buying and Selling Old Wares
and collectibles

Our ‘winter’ arrived late!! So far this month, the days have been cold, grey and dull. 
Not that it has been raining heavily, just constant drizzle. When it’s dull and grey in 
the rainforest there’s quietness! No sunshine to bring out the weekend gardeners 
with their lawnmowers. They know it’s impossible to mow lawns and not get bogged 
in the mud. Weeds are getting taller, moss is now luxuriantly growing between the 
pavers, mould is starting to appear everywhere, and the roof gutter is filling with leaf 
litter. Recently our overnight temperatures were much cooler, signalling the time 
to wear more layers of clothing and keep the house warm. Resist the temptation to 
automatically switch on electric heaters, our electricity increases again on 1 July, 
2014 this time to 13.5%

So its winter and school holidays again. Keep kids occupied and warm or they’ll 
be grizzly and bored. If temperatures drop further, the kitchen will be the warmest 
and food is always an attraction. Cooking with kids especially young ones is a fun 
but messy activity. For older kids and teenagers, cooking is an essential life skill they 
need to learn. Teen’s appetites are ravenous and a challenge to keep enough good 
food in the house without them resorting to junk food. Try out these highly nutritious 
and healthy lentil recipes; guaranteed to make them feel ‘full’ and satisfied. Stock up 
on bulk lentils then let them cook. They cook quickly, have low GI, low in fat, a good 
source of protein and energy packed with folate, iron, phosphorus, potassium and 
fibre. Perfect for family members with diabetes. 

Brown Lentils: The least expensive, soften 
when cooked and can become mushy. Use for soups. 

Green Lentils: also called French lentils, have 
a nuttier flavor and stay firm when cooked, the best 
choice for salads. 

Red Lentils: the fastest cooking, lose their 
shape and turn golden when cooked. Taste milder 
and sweeter than green lentils. Use them for purees 
and Indian dhal.

The enzyme required to break down raffinose 
sugars in lentils is missing in the human body. These sugars release carbon dioxide 
and hydrogen, which causes intestinal gas. If your children are not used to eating 
lentils, start slowly adding small amounts of lentils to their favourite bolognaise 
meat sauce or soup. Increase their intake until they get used to it. Remedies include: 

Cook your lentils in a slow cooker for several hours to help reduce those gas-
causing compounds or boil your lentils for three minutes prior to soaking .

Add acidic ingredients like molasses or tomatoes only after you’ve cooked 
the lentils. Acidic foods prevent the lentils from softening. Beans are more easily 
digested when soft not crunchy.

Soak your lentils overnight after boiling them. Soaking causes them to ferment 
naturally, which helps reduce intestinal gas. Add 1/8 teaspoon of baking soda to the 
soaking water to help remove raffinose sugars from the lentils. Or use a probiotic!
Lentil Trail Mix: Soak then bake lentils, mixed with toasted sunflower seeds, dried 
cranberries, other nuts seeds etc.
Lentil Soup for large families: http://tinyurl.com/p79hblo

Double the recipe and keep the slow cooker going all week while the school holidays 
are on. Try Sopa-de-Lentejas with chorizo sausage.
Easy Pumpkin and Lentil Curry – serves 8
4 tbsp mild korma curry paste
2 x 400ml cans coconut milk
500g pumpkin, peeled and chopped
2 cups green lentils (soaked overnight then strained)
In a large non-stick frying pan, add paste & gently fry over medium heat until 
fragrant. Pour in coconut milk and 1/2 cup of water. Mix to combine. Add pumpkin 
and simmer for 25 minutes or until almost soft. Finally add the prepared softened 
lentils, cover and simmer until soft. Serve with basmati rice and poppadoms.
Lentils and Sweet Potato – 6 servings
4 medium sweet potatoes
1/2 cup each of onions, celery, carrots
4 1/2 cups prepared soaked lentils any colour
2 x 425gm /15oz cans diced tomatoes w/herbs
2 tblsp soy sauce or balsamic vinegar
1/2 cup chopped spinach
1 tblsp chopped fresh basil + more for garnish

No basil or spinach; use a pesto mix with parsley, 
silverbeet, kale, wombok, or other greens
2 tblsp milk any kind
Salt & Pepper
Prepare sweet potato in steamer or saucepan. 
Meanwhile prepare mirepoix tomato, greens in 
skillet/frypan cook until softened. Add lentils, cook 
until soft and firm, not crunchy. Serve with home 
made corn chips or mountain bread. Optional: 
Shepherd pie. Put lentil mix into lightly oiled 
casserole dish, top with mashed sweet potato and 

bake until golden brown 20 mins. 
Easy Roasted Vegetables: just roast all carrots, pumpkin, parsnips, potatoes, 
squash, sweet potatoes, beetroots, onions, garlic. Serve with steamed or baked green 
vegetables any kind, plus lentil patties or burgers.
15 of the best lentil burgers - http://tinyurl.com/qzpqhw2 
Gourmet Style Lentils and Beets Herbs de Provence with Orange Vinaigrette 
http://tinyurl.com/kjs9woe

Lentils are back in fashion again and no wonder. So versatile they can be made 
into soups, salads, dips, meatballs, risotto, dahl, curry, bolognaise sauce extender, 
veggie burgers/patties/meatloaf, tacos, pies, a party dish, a dazzling dinner, desserts, 
and finally made into GF flour for bread, biscuits, pancakes, muffins and pasta. 

Go ahead, create some fond family memories, stay warm and cozy this winter 
and quietly go lentil and lets wait for the sun to shine.
     
    – kuranda_cares@yahoo.com.au
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See www.bushycreekfarm.com.au for more info
or phone Tony and Julie Larsen 4094 1663

email info@bushycreekfarm.com.au

QUALITY BEEF 
@ $10 KILO

DELIVERY FREE

•  Pasture fed in Julatten
•  Chemical Free
•  Processed by butcher
•  Packaged and frozen

Ideal for Families, Fishing Boats, Camping Trips and Tour Operators 
or just because you simply like Good Beef 

Packs range from Full Bodies down to 1/8th – all cuts included in Packs

QLD SELF DEFENCE & 
TAEKWONDO ACADEMY

Q.S.D.T.A.
Leaders in Self 

Defence Training

Self Defence – 
So Easy

•  Internationally Certified 
Instructor (ITF)

•  Non-contact training 
policy

•  Traditional Tae Kwon Do
•  Practical self-defence 

training
•  Family discounts 

available
•  First lesson FREE

CWA HALL KURANDA
Tuesday & Thursday 6.30pm-8.00pm

FREECALL 1800 649 549 or Jeff Dieben 0437 438 196
www.queensland-selfdefence.com.au

She was’ Quite Something,’ was our June. And she was 
‘ours’. Part of the fabric of the place. The woven village 
with its myriad threads of times and people passed – 
hers strongly textured and multi-coloured, with a few 
sculptural lumps and bumps (the mountains she could 
make of molehills?) just to make it more interesting. 
– Hell! what’s that I can feel? Careful. There’s a bit of 
something sharp (and possibly even dangerous) hidden 
beneath a bit of soft and fluffy angora wool – a trap for 
unwary players idly assuming that her outward display 
of relaxed ‘bonhomie’ is the nature of the whole package. 
Wrongo in the Congo, folks! They soon discovered that our 
June could be mightily displeased if she thought someone 
was taking her for some kind of fluffy bunny!

Any assumption she was anybody’s fool was a big 
mistake. Just as she never forgot a kindness, she never 
(ever) forgot or forgave what she considered were wrongs 
done to her. There was nothing wishywashy about June. 
She was a force to be reckoned with if she had a strong 
opinion about something – which she often did!

Someone recently said “she was such a feisty buggar!” 
Which is a good way of putting it – and it was said fondly. 
The fact is that strong and feisty people get things done 
and in her time June got a lot of things done – on her own 
behalf and on behalf of others.

She was very kind and generous to a lot of people over 
the years. She never blew her own trumpet about it though 
and it made her uncomfortable if there was any ‘fuss’. 

I first met June about 35 years ago. We had all 
migrated to the Deep North from perhaps safer and more 
sane lives down South. (She was from Adelaide and had 
been nursing.) It was the call of the wild and we answered 
it with the folly of youth and the love of what we saw as a 
kind of ‘freedom’ we hadn’t had before. We were caught 
up in the craziness and the sheer fun of it all!

She and I had mutual friends in common. Several 
‘characters’ of the North who were miners and fishermen 
and croc shooters and artists and musicians, and heaven 
knows what else of a possibly nefarious nature! It was all 
quite mad and wonderful. At that time June was managing 
a backpackers hostel in Digger Street. She’d also been 
working on boats, selling various things at Rusty’s Markets 
– and sometime in those years too she was working as a 
draughtswoman.

She was very enterprising and imaginative – not afraid 
to give things a go. She and her partner of the time during 
the 80s started a business making and selling Spanish 
style furniture. (She still had some of it in her little unit 
in Wirramo Street.) She was accomplished at quite a few 
things. A whizz on her old Singer Sewing Machine, she ran 
up all sorts of original clothes with her sort of flair, and she 
loved to cook for friends. She would ply you with quiche, 
or cake and insist you had a glass of pink champagne with 
her to accompany it!

She was also an artist but very secretive about it. She 
showed me a few paintings and drawings that were pretty 

good I thought – very good in fact. It ran in the family. Her 
Grandfather, Will Rees was a well known artist and her 
Mother Isabel was a potter of note.

She moved up to Kuranda in the early 80s and bought 
a block of land (tenants in common) out at Green Forest 
Road to create her rural idyll. About that time her ‘boy’ 
Don came on the scene. He was 18 or so and had not had 

an easy life.
June took him under her wing and he became like a 

son to her. They were very close and the relationship gave 
a lot of happiness to them both. Don lives in Tasmania 
now but it’s possible he’ll come and live on the property as 
June has gifted it to him.

June was our Mareeba Shire Councillor from ‘90 to ‘94 
and gave it her all. Ruffled a few feathers along the way I 
have no doubt! She loved a good stoush. Never shied away 
from expressing a controversial opinion about anything, 
especially politics! She was a Socialist through and 
through and her absolute pin-up boy was Paul Keating! 
She could’ve gone a few good stoushing rounds with him.

The Coffee Shop next to the Newsagent was her 
weekend haunt for years since she moved into town and 
she loved being there with all her mates – lots of good 
conversations and laughter. She would hail friends as 
they passed, with that big friendly smile of hers and invite 
them to join in. Being there was what she looked forward 
to most in the last few years as her health declined more.

It took her out of herself and away from the confines 
of her little unit for a while. She’d been ill for a long 
time with various ailments which would’ve felled lesser 
constitutions. She was a heavy smoker from a very young 
age – in fact she showed me a letter that the headmaster of 
her primary school had written to her parents saying that 
June had been caught smoking – it was 1945 and she was 
eight years old!

There were many people who loved her and many 
people she loved in return but she absolutely adored her 
animals over the years. Her dog ‘Woolly Bear’ was with 
her for 18 years and it’s no understatement to say she was 
devastated when he died. She missed and mourned him 

to the end.
Her cat ‘Gingermegs’ (Megsy) was the light of her life 

the last few years. To see the bond between them tugged 
at the heart strings. He knew she wasn’t good and hardly 
left her side.

June loved a good laugh and we had plenty of those. 
There was no pussyfooting around on the subject of 
her death and we were able to indulge a shared very 
black humour and laugh uproariously at our own black 
cleverness. She could be very funny indeed. One day 
I remarked on what lovely hands she had (you’d have 
thought she’d never done a day’s hard yakka in her 
life – which she most certainly had) so she did a series 
of elaborate hand flourishes, batted her eyelashes and 
pronounced she was ‘Mata Handi’, which was alluding to 
‘Mata Hari’ the exotic dancer who became a spy. Right up 
June’s alley all that cloak and dagger stuff (and she was 
certainly a bit of a femme fatale in her heyday!)

She loved a bit of intrigue (and sometimes didn’t let 
the facts get in the way of a good story!) Mata Handi 
became the usual farewell and sometimes at the end of a 
dramatic flourish she would drop her front tooth plate for 
the toothless hag look as she laughed her mad laugh. She 
was quite a clown at times!

I gave her a copy of a Leunig cartoon called “The 
Haves and Have Nots – those who have a twinkle in their 
eye – those who have not. Those who have sung in the 
moonlight in a forest glade with tears of happiness upon 
their cheeks – those who have not. Those who have run 
off with the gypsies and danced rapturously and feasted 
and slept in their arms and still have sweet memory of it. 
Those who have not. And just repeating, those who have a 
twinkle in their eye. Those who have not” – accompanied 
by all his wonderful illustrations of course. She just loved 
it. It spoke of times in her life of joy and gay abandon, the 
fun of the early days when she was young and gorgeous 
and full of life.

Now she’s gone. She was very much an atheist so she didn’t 
think she was going anywhere, up or down, had no truck 
with any of that “God nonsense”. No after-life she reckoned. 
Just the final curtain and that’s that. But we remember her. 
She’s here, forever woven in to the big tapestry By the way 
– under cover of darkness and with suitable disguise in case 
of discovery (just as she would expect) –  I have taken the 
liberty of removing the sharp bit from under the angora fluff. 
No one need ever know it was there. 

Farewell Dear June – ‘Jaunita Isabella’. By the way 
Luvvie, you were far more a good red (and yes, there were 
a few rough ones!) sort of person than a pink champagne 
girl. You were a ‘Red Wine Woman’ – colour of the deepest 
maroon, full bodied and fruity, held up to the light to see it 
glow as we say ‘Cheers!’ Lordy Luvvie, I must’ve had one 
too many. I swear that’s your face I can see and I don’t 
think that’s exactly a twinkle in your eye. More like a 
wicked gleam! Oh dear, what the hell are you up to now.

   – Susie Grace

25 October 1937 24 May 2014June Isabel Rees
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Kuranda Visitor Information Centre

Opening of the Chillagoe Court House Heritage Centre
On the 31st May 2014 the Kuranda and Mareeba Information Centre volunteers 
joined together to celebrate Chillagoe's special day of the opening of the Court 
House Heritage Centre.

It is only two hours drive from Mareeba, the road is both smooth and rough, as 
it changes from paved to dirt. It would be fine to drive in good weather, but may be 
iffy in the wet.

 We were privileged to be bused out from Mareeba. Whilst travelling, Mary, one 
of the Mareeba volunteers, who was a wonderful story teller, entertained us with 
memories from her long ago childhood. One in particular story was exceptionally 
humorous about the interaction between her own family and the bachelor New 
Australian farmer next door.

 Arriving at the Town Hall we were presented with a most luxurious morning tea 
with home made cakes and sandwiches cooked by the older country women in the 
area. We were not the only spectators who gathered to witness this unique day, there 
were many, many more.

 We then adjourned to the Court House where we were first welcomed by the 
Traditional Land Owners, then the event was opened by a prayer and the Mayors and 
other dignitaries and interested persons as far away as Cooktown spoke, reiterating 
that although a lot of work had be done to record and preserve the history of the 
area [especially the story of the use of the original wheelbarrows, now turned into a 
popular yearly race], more was needed to be done before the people who held it in 
their memories were no longer here to pass it on.

Unexpectedly, to the delight of the visitors, a small play suddenly erupted. A 
poddy-dodger was accused of stealing and slaughtering a calf and was up in front 
of the wigged magistrate. But he managed with more skulduggery to escape the 
public’s cries of 'hang him, hang him', and was released. 

 After the seniors from the Chillagoe State School recited a poem we returned 
to the Town Hall to hear locals sing until lunch time. Again the lunch spread was 
opulent with a wide choice of food, varied salads, sliced meat, quiche and a variety of 
deserts. Everyone tucked in, some going back for seconds [we won't mention who!].

 Although there were to be more interesting speakers in the afternoon, our 
participation in the events was over and we boarded the bus again to take a tour with 
Jim Evans from 'The Hub' to see the local points of interest, including the entrance 
to the caves [which has 3 different paid caves to visit, and 3 caves where you can self 
discover], smelter works, sighting the hotels and other accommodation, lastly a visit 
to Tom Prior's Vintage Cars. Tom’s passion is old trucks and cars and he has been 
collecting and restoring for most of his life, starting with 1940 trucks and jeeps left 
behind by the Yanks after the Second World War. For car buffs a visit is a must, even 
someone like me who has no understanding of cars, can still admire the exquisite 
detailed restoration of many of his vehicles .

The history of the car industry is equally interesting: the 1928 "A" model Ford 
truck sold 5 million in 4 years, and the 1965 Shelby Mustang sold over 10,000 on 
the first day, with 22,000 orders taken on that day too. Tom enjoys starting up the 
cars with their old world noisy motors just like any other kid, and even the non car 
people were impressed by the sound of the perfectly tuned motors.

 Next onto the Hub. It was opened in 2002 by Lesley Clarke and has a plethora of 
interesting information about the area, but with the small population in the region, 
it has been impossible to run it with volunteers and has a husband and wife team 
instead. There is doubt about how long The Hub can continue, but it would be a 

blow to both locals and tourist wanting to view Chillagoe's past for it to close.
 Chillagoe is a area where one day is not nearly enough. Unlike Kuranda, they even 

have a boggy swimming hole and you need to stay longer to see all the interesting 
things they have to offer.

     – Marié Boswarva
    Kuranda Visitor Information Centre volunteer

In May there was a special Thank-You breakfast for the Information Centre team 
to celebrate Volunteers Week. Breakfast was hosted with the generous support 
of Kuranda Heritage Markets and Frogs Restaurant. Thank you to all volunteers 
everywhere.

Newman Government 
Dealings on Brisbane
Valley Quarry 
An Intolerable Abuse of Power?

The intervention by Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning, Jeff Seeney, which allegedly resulted in a Brisbane 
Valley quarrying company avoiding prosecution for possible illegal resource 
extraction is an intolerable abuse of power.

The ABC recently reported that, for years, the operation owned by Karreman 
Brothers Quarries at Harlin was, according to a letter to local landowners from the 
Premier, acting without a necessary permit and was, therefore, illegal.

Consequently, the Department of Natural Resources wrote to the company 
advising they were considering legal action but allowing the company to continue 
operating until the investigation was complete.

However, following a meeting between Mr Seeney, Mr Dick Karreman and 
public servants from the Department of Natural Resources, this investigation was 
stopped. Bureaucrats were then allegedly told to amend the State’s Water Act so that 
quarrying could be extended to the lower bank, the legalisation of the company’s 
activities was backdated four years and the company was allowed to continue for 
another five years without a permit.

The ABC reported the company had donated $75,000 to the LNP.
The Lock the Gate Alliance has called this situation “scandalous” but said 

Queensland had reached a stage where the government could not be held accountable 
for anything it did, however culpable.

“The Newman Government has made the Crime and Misconduct Commission 
and the state’s electoral donations laws unworkable, has nobbled the Parliamentary 
CMC Committee and made it impossible for anyone other than a directly affected 
landowner to object to or have appeal rights on a Mining Lease,” Mr Hutton said.

“This sort of government for mates, especially those in the resources sector, has 
not been seen to anything like this extent since the days of Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen.

“It also makes it impossible for anyone to believe that the Newman Government 
will act in any sort of transparent and accountable way when it has any decision to 
make on mining and that is a tragedy in a state where coal and coal seam gas mining 
are moving into completely inappropriate areas.

“Democracy in Queensland is under serious threat from the likes of Jeff Seeney.”

Contact: Drew Hutton 0428 487 110
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Kuranda Horse 
and Pony Club

Falvo Constructions
QBSA 1042254

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE FOR 
ALL BUILDING NEEDS

New Houses • Renos • Decks • Concrete Slabs
Bathrooms • Steel Fabrications

0418 746 100 4093 8461
www.falvoconstructions.com.au

Local to Kuranda

Well, what a lovely wet time it has been lately! But to our club’s luck our Annual Gymkhana went ahead on 
the 7th June and without rain. But unfortunately the next two days of horse sports were washed out as the 
heavens opened up and it just seemed to keep on raining!

The week end of the 21st and 22nd June saw two days of Horse Sports action for Renee Boston’s Fundraising 
event for the Rodeo Quest. We were grateful for some sunny skies and a good turn out.

Back to our Gymkhana we had just over 50 riders turn up for the event and 16 Kuranda riders did their very 
best and came out 2nd place-getters in the March Past, with many of our riders getting ribbons and trophies.

Sophie Curtis placed 1st in her age group, 17 to 25, and also won the trophy for the Highest Point Kuranda 
Rider. So, congratulations to her and all of the Kuranda Horse and Pony Club riders.

I would like to thank all the members and other parents who were able to get in and help work on the day. 
Without you these events just cannot run smoothly.

Thank you to Annette and Colin Bradley 
from Kangazims cafe in Kuranda for 
sponsoring and judging the March Past at 
the start of the day.

Thank you to Michael Trout MP for the 
generous donation of sausages and bread, 
along with sponsoring a set of Trophies.

Other Trophies and the place-getters 
ribbons were made possible by these 
following wonderful sponsors: KURANDA 
LIONS CLUB (RIBBONS), GOLDEN 
ACRES MOWING, J & RM GREGO GROUP 
& RAW MATERIALS IN KURANDA, 
CAIRNS SOLAR HART, KURANDA VETS, 

HAINS ACCOUNTING SERVICES, MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL, D & D BACKHOE HIRE, NQ STOCKFEED, 
LANSKEY’S SADDLEWORLD & CANVAS, TGT MAREEBA, GORDONVALE STOCKFEED, KURANDA 
SCENIC RAILWAY, BFK LANE FAMILY.

The club really appreciates your support.
The Club was lucky enough to gain a spot to hold a sausage sizzle at Smithfield Bunnings on Sunday 

15th June which was a great success. We held another cake stall there on Sunday 29th June. So thank you 
Bunnings for allowing us these dates to help in raising funds for ongoing costs that the club incurs.

It starts to get into the busy time of year with many events coming up so good luck to our riders who will 
be getting out and about competing.

For any more information on what Pony Club has to offer you can send an email to paulanddi@bigpond.
com and I will be happy to answer your enquiries.

So till next time, Happy Riding,
Di Curtis, President/Instructor

126.6KM  IS  EASIER  IF 
YOU RUN IT OVER 

THREE DAYS
In its third year, the 3 Marathons in 3 Days foot 
race is attracting local, interstate and international 
competitors. The runners are ready to compete in three 
marathons held over three consecutive days from 11 to 
13 July 2014. There is also the option to do the Cairns 
Marathon, which coincides with the third day of the 
3M3D event.

Described as a multi-stage trail race, the 3M3D is 
not for the faint-hearted, transversing steep ascends 
and descends in the tropical rainforest. Race founder 
and third-time competitor, Larry Lawson, maintains 
that this event is one that brings out the camaraderie of 
the runners as they get to know and support each other 
over the three days of the competition.

More than half of the runners who have already 
registered for the events are from Cairns and 
surrounding areas. Many of them are doing their first 
ultra-race. Others are flying in from various places in 
Australia, including New South Wales and Western 
Australia. International competitors are also joining 
in from faraway places like Boston, Taiwan, Japan and 
Kazakhstan to enjoy the tropical north Queensland 
weather and scenery. And of course the company of our 
friendly locals. 

Race director, Lorraine Lawson, said each of the 
three stages is a standard 42.2km marathon distance. 
Each competitor receives a finisher’s medal after each 
marathon, and those who manage to complete all three 
marathons, receive the sought after fourth 3M3D medal. 
“This is a wonderful opportunity for local runners to 
get into marathon and ultra-marathon racing at very 
affordable entry fees, without having to sort out travel 
and accommodation elsewhere,” said Mrs Lawson. 

Local runner, Glen Robinson, holds the event 
record of 11 hours, 28 minutes and 56 seconds, set at 
the inaugural 3M3D race in 2012. This year, Canadian 
ultra-runner Mathieu Dore is going for a win. Steve 
Cunningham is back this year to defend his two-time 
win of the Cairns Marathon in 2012 and 2013. 

Leading into the event there is a screening of the 
“Desert Runners” movie at CoCA on Tuesday night, 8 
July. The Desert Runners movie features Australian 
ultra-runner Samantha Gash, who is in town for the 
3M3D. She is hoping to spread the word of her epic 
2,350km run along the Freedom Trail in South Africa 
in September this year. Anyone interested in the special 
viewing of the movie, or wanting to chat to Samantha is 
welcome to join us. You can purchase tickets through 
the CoCA website. On Wednesday, 9 July, the runners, 
their supporters and volunteers are invited to join in the 
pasta party, before everyone heads home for the final 
State of Origin game and getting themselves organised 
before the big event starts.

The 3M3D race starts at 7.30am at the Visitor’s 
Centre of “The Village in the Rainforest” Kuranda on 
Friday morning, 11 July. The second day and the Cairns 
Marathon both start at Cedar Park Rainforest Resort. 
Each day sees a different course, with the finish being 
at an iconic lookout spot in Park Ridge, Cairns. You can 
read more about the event, and register at http://www.
dynamicrunning.com.au. Entries close at 9.00pm on 
Monday, 7 July. 

If you have any questions, contact the Race 
Director, Lorraine Lawson, on 0417 798 444 or email 
info@3marathonsin3days.com 



JENSEN JOTTINGS
Jenny Jensen

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL
jennyj@msc.qld.gov.au • Ph: 0417 002 046 • Council Office 1300 308 461

Residents are welcome to contact me in regards these or any other matters. Your opinions are always welcome.
You can also contact any of your MSC Councillors if you would like to discuss any Council matters.

Sommer
Painting Services

Est. 1995 • QBSA 076195

LONG LIST OF LOCAL REFERENCES

• New Homes/Repaints
• Commercial
• High-pressure Cleaning
• Airless spraying
• Roof restorations
• Sikkens Timber Finishes
• Free quotes

Ralf Sommer
107 Veivers Drive, Speewah

Phone/Fax 4093 0146
Mobile 0413 313 823
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How do I contact a Councillor:

Mayor Tom Gilmore 
Ph: 4086 4599
Email: tomg@msc.qld.gov.au
Mob: 0428 266 078

Cr Nipper Brown
Ph: 4093 1064
Email: nipperb@msc.qld.gov.au
Mob: 0429 931 061

Cr Karen Ewin
Ph: 4092 2321
Email: karene@msc.qld.gov.au
Mob: 0411 291 850

Cr Mary Graham
Ph: 4092 1030
Email: maryg@msc.qld.gov.au
Mob: 0488 393 351

Cr Allan Holmes
Ph: 4092 3848
Email: allanh@msc.qld.gov.au 

Cr Alan Pedersen
Ph: 4094 8337
Email: alanp@msc.qld.gov.au
Mob: 0409 275 776

Cr Jenny Jensen
Mob: 0417 002 046
Email: jennyj@msc.qld.gov.au
Ph: 4093 8601

How do I contact Council:

Mareeba Shire Council
Ph 1300 308 461
Email: info@msc.qld.gov.au
or visit the Council Service Centre 
at the Kuranda Library

Budget: The 2014-15 Budget was adopted on July 2. The cost of paying back the De-amalgamation debt of approx 5.1 
million has been factored into this Budget and the forward planning has been done to ensure that the Council continues to be 
financially sustainable over the coming years.

This Budget is a tough one, but it means that the Council will not be in deficit and that MSC will continue to be financially 
sound. Council services, materials costs and staff levels have already been cut by 5% and a further cut of 10% is planned for 
the coming year. Over the next year there will also be a full Service Level Review and this may mean some changes to service 
levels/staff numbers and that some capital projects will need to be delayed.

At present, Council is still in discussions with the State Government regarding funding options for the upgrade of the 
Mareeba Sewerage Scheme.

Public Information Meetings re Budget: There will be public meetings in Mareeba, Kuranda and Dimbulah 
during the next few weeks to provide further detail on the Budget and answer questions from residents. The meetings are as 
follows:

• Wednesday 9 July: Mareeba International Club at 5.30pm

• Thursday 10 July: Kuranda Recreation Centre at 6.30pm

• Wednesday 16 July: Dimbulah at 11.00am (venue TBA)

MSC Corporate Plan: The Draft Corporate Plan will be open for public comment from July 2nd. See Notice and details 
in this edition.

Council Meeting in Kuranda? The new Council will be holding the July 16th Council Meeting in Dimbulah and will 
also hold a Council Meeting in Kuranda in the coming months.

Speewah Playground: Repairs to the playground at RosCommon should be done fairly soon. I know that families are really 
missing being able to use the playground.

Telecommunications update: Councillors, as well as the President of the Speewah Residents Assoc, are meeting 
with Senator Fletcher this week to try to secure some of the federal funding for Mobile Black-spots. A strong case has been 
developed and the recent Petition has added weight to the local claims for funding. 

New Visitor Centre: The Centre is pretty close to being completed and will soon be “occupied” by Cathy and her team 
of volunteers. The display facilities will be terrific and there will be so much more space for visitors to the centre. If anyone out 
there feels they want to be part of this new centre, new Volunteers are always welcomed at the VIC. 

Changes to Community Grants (FIKS): As a result of the new budgetary measures, the FIKS (Financial and In-
Kind Support Grants) from Council will change from July onwards. Any community groups who have previously applied and 
received these Grants can contact the MSC office for details. Funding for the Kuranda Festival in October and Rates relief for 
community groups is still in place.

Library Move: Planning continues for the move of the Kuranda Library to the Kuranda Community Precinct (KCP). The 
Advisory Committee and staff are currently working with the architect on finalising the design. The expected timeline is by 
end of this year.

MSC Website and Facebook page? I am keen to see MSC develop a website that meets residents’ needs and 
provides lots of information online. Please let me know if you have ideas for the sort of online info that would be useful or you 
could email your thoughts to info@ msc.qld.gov.au (please mark your email ATT: Lisa Mac). As well, I would like to see a MSC 
facebook page up and running soon. Ideas on this are also welcomed.

Apologies in advance: I will be away for a brief period during July. If you cannot reach me by phone or email, please 
contact one of the Councillors and/or the Council Office.
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Kuranda Library and Council Office:
PHONE 4093 9185

Library Lines

The Kuranda Paper is produced on the last Thursday of the month, 
except December. The deadline for the receipt of all copy and 
ads is the Friday prior to the publication date. See page 2 for next 
publication and deadline date. The paper is delivered by Australia 
Post to PO Boxes and residences in the general Kuranda district, and 

bundles are delivered to strategic distribution points across the Atherton Tableland and Cairns.

Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

Mareeba Shire Council Library Service has added 1015 new titles to its collection in 
the last two months, including a good number of Large Print. To search our catalogue 
for new titles, look for New Items in the Navigation pane on the left-hand side of 
the login page on the library catalogue website. Happy browsing!

Also while we are talking about numbers, your library service now has 1296 
eBooks and 350 audio books. To search by either format simply type either ‘ebook’ 
or ‘audiobook’ in the Quick Search – Anywhere textbox as shown below: the 
catalogue website is www.msc.qld.gov.au/libraries then scroll down to VIEW 
ONLINE CATALOGUE.

Search

If electronic media is entirely new to you, or you would like to find out more, please 
ask the staff at Kuranda Library and we will ‘show you how’.  This service, provided 
by Bolinda Digital Pty Ltd, allows you to check out up to four titles at any one 
time, and renew twice - subject to demand.  Borrow Box is the name of the App and 
is available for both Android and Apple devices.  

*BOOK OF THE MONTH* – This month’s recommendation is Sansom, C. J. 
(2008). Winter in Madrid a novel. New York: Viking. This tale is set in Morocco and 
Madrid in the late 1930s, with the prospect of Spain entering World War II lurking 
in the background. This is a riveting read and I am really looking forward to reading 
this author’s next book – but more about that next month…

To place a request for this title simply access the library catalogue (see above) or 
ring your local library if you require help to do this. 

For other reading ideas, our current library display is Historical Fiction: please 
help yourself to one of our lists of suggested authors. Between them these authors 
cover the entire historical gamut – from the Roman era to recent times. 

Watch out for library activities during the school holidays which will include silk 
painting for 8-18 year-olds and a dinosaur money box craft for ages up to 18 years.  
As always, places will be limited and bookings are now being taken. The silk painting 
event is only for children aged eight upwards and we recommend old clothing and 
closed-in shoes. 

Please remember that during the school holidays, we will not be holding our Baby 
Rhymetime and Storytime sessions. Both these sessions will resume Friday 18th July 
2014.

Council Matters: If you have received an Animal Renewal notice, please 
remember that all renewals are due by 30th June 2014. Please also notify Council if 
your pet has left the area, has been de-sexed or is now deceased. This will enable us 
to keep your details up to date.

So that YOU know what events are happening and when, keep up-to-date by 
checking out Kuranda Tourism’s website at http://www.kuranda.org/whats-on/

Outrage Over $9.5 Billion 
In Subsidies To Polluting 
Industries In Queensland
The Lock the Gate Alliance has expressed outrage at the 
scale and extent of taxpayer funded subsidies given to 
polluting industries in Queensland and has called for 

greater openness and public scrutiny on all handouts provided to the fossil fuels 
industry.

A new report published recently by The Australia Institute notes that Queensland 
taxpayers spent more than $9.5 billion assisting the fossil fuel industry in the six 
years to June 2014, enough to build nine major hospitals.

National president of Lock the Gate, Drew Hutton, said the subsidies were 
offensive when ordinary Queenslanders were being asked to tighten their belts.

 “In the 2013-14 financial year the Queensland government allocated a bigger 
slice of the state budget to assisting the fossil fuel industry than it did to disability 
services,” Mr Hutton said.

“We have to question why one industry sector is given so much, particularly 
while householders are facing increased fiscal pressure and rising utility costs.

“Next month householders will be asked to pay an extra 13.6 per cent for their 
electricity, meanwhile the coal industry is getting big handouts.

 “Last financial year alone Queensland planned to spend $1.5 billion on industry  
assistance, around 60 per cent of the $2.6 billion that it was to receive in royalties.

“Something’s simply not right. We need a public debate on the need for selected 
industries to get massive handouts while ordinary people are asked to cut back and 
do without.”

The TAI report analyzed state budget papers from 2008-09 to 2013-14, 
revealing for the first time the size of the assistance provided to the minerals and 
fossil fuels industries.

Queensland topped the table in the state or territory to give the most tipping in 
$9.5 billion out of a national total of $17.6 billion in subsidies to the minerals and 
fossil fuels industries.

“The big winner was the coal industry which received a generous $500 million a 
year just in transport subsidies to use the railways in Queensland,” Mr Hutton said. 
“Imagine what an extra $500 million a year spent on improving public transport 
in Queensland could do. We could see improvements in traffic congestion and 
increases in public transport services that could result in cleaner air, less traffic 
congestion and a faster more comfortable train rides to work.

“It is well past the time for a detailed open and forensic look at what, where, 
why and which mining industries are getting government handouts and exactly 
how much.”

Contact: Drew Hutton 0428 487 110 

Koah Automotive
•  LPG installation & repairs
•  Log book servicing
•  EFI diagnostics and servicing
•  General mechanical repairs
•  Airconditioning repairs and servicing
•  Safety Certif icates on cars, trucks and 

trailers
•  We are an Agent for RACQ CTP Insurance 

for unregistered vehicles

Phone 4093 7993 
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881 

Fax 4093 7993

Operated by  
Koah Automotive

You can now pay your RACQ Insurance and 
Road Service renewal at our of f ice.
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abn 26435200830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
  all types of electrical and marine equipment

Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps and 
hot water systems 

no job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au

Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Local  *   Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. no. 66658
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FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com

Biodiversity Plantings
Since the beginning of the year we have been busy with 3439 trees planted in the 
corridor between Fairyland and Mantaka. We were fortunate enough to have the 
help of local JCU students from Cairns who regularly come along to the Saturday 
activities. They enjoy getting out of the 
classroom and into the field for practical 
lessons about tree planting, erosion 
issues, connecting wildlife corridors 
and creating habitat for the local flora 
and fauna species. A big thank you to 
all of our treasured volunteers, you 
make all of this possible.
Right: Sarah, Sophie and Lucy relaxing 
after tree planting at the Abseil Site.

Frog Project Update
We successfully launched our Frog Friendly Face Project at the JCU Sustainability 
Symposium and Fair last month. Our first frog friendly planting will take place at 
Jum Rum Creek on Barron Falls Rd on Saturday 19th July. Remember if you would 
like to become a Frog Friendly Property pick up a submission form from the back of 
our Frog Friendly Booklet which you can pick up from the Nursery or Post Office. 
Contact us for further details.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
Garcinia Warrenii (Native Mangosteen)

This is a native rainforest tree that grows up to 
8m. It is a bushy tree with the white female flowers 
producing a highly fragrant perfume, part of which 
resembles that of cloves. The purple fruit are 
edible although it is no comparison in taste to the 

true Mangosteen (Garcinia 
mangostana). It has a 
beautiful red flush in winter 
and is quite common to see in 
Kuranda. 

If you would like to come in and check out our great selection of native plants don’t 
hesitate to drop in for a chat. Our trees are all a $2 donation. If anyone would like to get 
involved, the nursery is open Mondays and Thursdays 9- 1.00pm and Saturdays 10.00-
noon and by appointment. Saturday Morning plantings continue from 8.00 am. Meet at 
the nursery. Email info@envirocare.org.au for reminder or call Sylvia on 0409 647 714.

Date Claimers
•  BAG FREE JULY: All of July will be a display in Kuranda PO window to July 14 
•  FROG FRIENDLY FACE ACTIVITIES: Display in PO window,  29 July-8 August
Tree planting at Jum Rum Creek, Barron Falls Road, 19 July  
•  GENERAL MEETINGS: 7.00pm Thursday July 3, Guest Speaker, Amelia Elgar 

– Thesis results for Rainforest restoration by accelerating and encouraging seedling 
recruitment in disused pasture. Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road. Light supper 
provided. All welcome. 

• Next meeing 5 August
•  SATURDAY ACTIVITY: Tree Planting – 8.00 am meet at the nursery 284 Myola Rd

BOX TRAILER HIRE: CALL HANS ON 4093 8393

Give a gift that keeps growing, through our local Grow Project.
www.envirocare.org.au                                                                         info@envirocare.org.au

TIME

Our sign, booklet and bookmark 
designer Lana Hepburn stops for 
a photo at the Sustainability Fair

Bird Monitoring Update
Wompoo and superb fruit doves are common in mature forest in the Kuranda Range 
area and it is interesting to note that they begin to use the restored areas within 
10-12 years, with the Beasley Block now being visited by several of each species 
(Fig 4.2). Superb fruit-doves favour laurels as food while wompoos are attracted 

to quandong species and others. The occasional 
presence of these two species in the two young 
blocks (Mantaka and Wae Hae) reflects some old 
growth remnants there which contain quandong, 
figs and laurels. Another less common fruit dove, 
the rose-crowned, was detected only in old growth 
forest at Stoney Creek Road.EATING IN THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES

Pasta was not eaten in Australia • Curry was a surname • A takeaway was a mathematical 
problem • A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower • Rice was only eaten as a 
milk pudding • Brown bread was something only poor people ate • Oil was for lubricating, 
fat was for cooking • Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green •  Sugar 
enjoyed a good press, and was regarded as being white gold • Cubed sugar was regarded 
as posh • Fish didn’t have fingers • Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi • No-
one had ever heard of yoghurt • People who didn’t peel potatoes were regarded as lazy 
• Indian restaurants were only found in India • Cooking outside was called camping • 
Seaweed was not a recognised food • “Kebab” was not even a word, never mind a food 
• Prunes were medicinal • Surprisingly, muesli was readily available, it was called chook 
feed • Water came out of the tap. If someone had suggested bottling it and charging 
more than petrol for it they would have become a laughing stock!



Cryptic Crossword #4 BY DAVID

32 July 2014 THE KURANDA PAPER

Across
1  Nourishment that is given to gastronome (6)
4  It could take ages to make a computer virus, by the sound of it (6)
9  Winning, but not always? (7)
10 Leers about and staggers (5)
11 The last name confused in introduction (5)
12 Message to English footballers about surface (7)
13 Net cruiser has naught to say about intimacy (11)
18 Renewable energy technology competition leads to review (7)
20 Loosen middle of homespun pinafore (5)
22 I am on speed and fuming (5)
23 Defrosted popsicle given away (3-4)
24 We hear that people in this slum are given nothing (6)
25 Scans made by hackers (6)

Down
1  Hunter catches bird that shows hesitation (6)
2  Animal a lightweight but goes to attack with power (5)
3  Quarantine island. No dead discovered (7)
5  Material gives power of unknown quantity to king (5)
6  Martyr caresses beautiful infants (7)
7  Relatively religious person sometimes wears hood (6)
8  Infection circulating emaciates Pi (11)
14 Chemical contains parasite’s progress (7)
15  Addicts going around old city find dealers (7)
16 Hesitation to call is mistaken (6)
17 Suspects said to be wearing animal suits (6)
19 A fellow is an executor (5)
21 Eastern ethnic group not usually found in Paris (5)

Solution on Page 28



Our local paper is produced by a 
small dedicated team consisting 

of typesetters, artwork designers, 
proofreaders, administrators 

and paper folders.

The paper can only exist through 
the continuing support of our 

advertisers.

Please support our advertisers by 
referring to the paper’s advertisers 

first before consulting local 
directories.
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UNITING CHURCH
IN AUSTRALIA

Kuranda Faith Community
Meets Second Sunday of the month

4.30 – 5.30pm

KURANDA RECREATION CENTRE
Fallon Road • Ph: 4093 8730

Conversation as Prayer

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, ST SAVIOUR’S KURANDA
Invites you to Worship 

SUNDAY 
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist
9.30am Sunday School

5.00pm Afternoon Worship
Holy Communion July 6
all other Evening Prayer

TUESDAY 
9.00am Holy Communion

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday 8.30am-12.30

KIDZ CLUB
Saturday July 12, 2.00-3.30

CAKES & BOOKS
Saturday July 5, 8.30am-12.00

Enquiries: Chris Wright Tel 4093 8735 • Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

St Christopher’s
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Barang Street, Kuranda

Our Sunday Mass held at 6.00pm

Mass: First Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm 

A Thought for July

Words of Wisdom from my 
Grandmother

Be judged by what you do 
rather than what you say 

you are going to do.

•  Study Circles new classes opening soon, please enquire, no 
cost.

•  Morning Prayers each Thursday at 8.00am in central 
Kuranda.

•  Meditations/Reflections readings from the great religions, 
by arrangement, many topics.

•  Baha’is commemorate martyrdom of The Báb, Forerunner of 
Bahá’u’lláh: At midday on the 9th of July, Baha’is in Kuranda, 
Australia and around the world will mark the anniversary 
of the martyrdom of the Bab, (1819 – 1850) one of the two 
founders of the Baha’i Faith.

•  Other regular events in many centres including Cairns, Mareeba, 
Atherton, Tolga, Malanda, Port Douglas etc.

•  Telephone   4093 7120/4093 9571 or www.bahai.org; or www.
bahai.org.au

From the Baha’i Community of
Mareeba/Kuranda

Baha’i Faith Community of the Tablelands
Thought of the Month
Moses was persecuted and driven out into the 
desert, Abraham was banished, Christ was crucified, 
Muhammad took refuge in caves, the Báb was killed 
and Bahá’u’lláh was exiled and imprisoned forty years. 
Yet all of Them desired fellowship and love among 
men. They endured hardships, suffered persecution 
and death for our sakes that we might be taught to 
love one another and be united and affiliated instead 
of discordant and at variance. Enough of these long 
centuries which have brought such vicissitudes and 
hardships into the world through strife and hatred. Now 
in this radiant century let us try to do the will of God 
that we may be rescued from these things of darkness 
and come forth into the boundless illumination of 
heaven, shunning division and welcoming the divine 
oneness of humanity. Abdu’l-Bahá

THIS month we read a short passage from St Matthews Gospel Chapter 11 verses 25-30.  In this passage 
we hear Jesus voicing a frequent theme. Jesus wants us to understand something contradictory and 
often puzzling, something about the way God and our lives can be in contact.

He says that to keep such lines of contact open we must be as children, and He actually took a child on 
His knee to emphasize it. That does not mean being childish; it means being childlike, which is very different.

What is the essence of childhood which diminishes with adulthood? It is trust, that ability to trust in 
oneself, in other people, and in God. It is also the capacity to love unconditionally. Thirdly, it is the feeling 
that anything is possible.

Frogs can become princes, people can change. On the other hand, it is the capacity to take people exactly 
as they are. All such things are of the Kingdom of God yet they don’t exist easily in the Kingdom of everyday 
adult life! They are considered naive and unrealistic, yet Our Lord calls us to nourish and treasure them. 

Jesus tries to show us that between Him and His father there is a deep and intimate relationship. Jesus 
then suggests that, if we wish to see a portrait of the nature of God, we look at Jesus himself.  That statement 
is deep and mystical and it can speak to us about all our human relationships.

There are people around us through whom we can catch glimpses of God, people in whose lives and actions 
and attitudes we come in contact with the same love and grace which were found by those who came in 
contact with Jesus. We also need to remember that this same love and grace can be found in those around us 
who may not acknowledge Jesus as their Lord.

It is very easy to forget that.  In verse 28 Jesus says something so beautiful and appealing it has never been 
forgotten. It is His invitation to follow Him and His way. He lets us know that He fully realizes the struggle 
that human life can be, the restlessness of it all, the challenge and the drain it can be. He then offers himself 
and His way to us as a resource for living our lives.

His way is not complicated. It is not a long list of don’ts. It is a simple deciding that we will accept Him 
into our lives as Lord.

 The invitation to us is to look to Him, then to follow His way in the world of our time.
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If someone in your 
family has a drinking 
problem, you can see 

what it is doing to 
them, but can you see 

what it is doing to you?

Al-Anon
can help you!

MEETINGS IN KURANDA,
SMITHFIELD, CAIRNS

Phone Kate 4093 9668
1300 ALANON

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
For a limited time the Kuranda Paper will accept your 

Classifieds up to 30 words FOR FREE.
(Classifieds over 30 words, 25c per word.)

Email to mail@kurandapaper.com
Post to PO Box 66 Kuranda 4881

OR drop into Cyber Cafe

The Stars in July
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Kuranda Transfer Station
Opening Times

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
8.00am to 5.00pm

Kuranda Branch Library and Council Office
4–12 Thoree Street • Phone 4093 9185

www.library.muc.qld.gov.au

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Pottery classes: Learn - Relax - Create
Lessons based on individual projects in small classes – hand 
building and wheel throwing. Beginners and experienced 
welcome. Fully equipped private studio. Mondays 9.30am 
-12.30 pm. Information & Bookings Phone Mollie 4093 9063.

Clare Souter Gallery at Kuranda: Classes Wed-Sat 
10.00am-1.00pm. Beginners to advanced. Gallery hours 
9.00am to 4.00pm Wed to Sat. Ph 0408 258 747. Don’t 
wait until it’s too late. Start painting now. 
Need a new Resume? Updating of your old one? Need 
help with Word Processing? Call or email Hayley at New 
Leaf Resumes. newleafresumes@bigpond.com
Ph: 0499 757 979 www:newleafresumes.com.au
Professional service, great rates.

For Sale: Professional Kitchen Aid mixer, 3 attachments, 
including dough hook; Bottling Outfit, stainless steel 
steriliser with tap, 100 various sized bottles, 85 stainless 
steel reusable lids (no longer available in shops), 
thermometer, lid opener. Pick up only Speewah 4093 0169.

Kuranda Acupuncture Community Tuesday – 1st 
Tuesday of the month. 8.00am-12.00 noon Health Care 
Card holders. Acupuncture, tea, support. Adults $30, Kids 
$5. 0404 206 788, 35 Barang Street. All welcome.

For Sale: Massage Table $60; double spring mattress 
by Slumber Comfort $80; single spring mattress by 
Sleepmaker $50; foldable single bed frame $30; all items 
good condition. Ph: 0407 677 724.

Rhino’s Plumbing and Roofing: all repairs and 
installation. Free quotes. QBCC licenced. Call Mick  phone 
0428 202 990. Email: rhinosroofing@hotmail.com

 26/5/2014 to 27/6/2014 – 73mm
PROVIDED BY ROBIN DODS

Justice of the Peace
(QUALIFIED)

Please phone for appointment or leave a message, 
and I will get back to you.

Telephone 4093 8780 Karen McLaren
FREE SERVICE

 Rob Hart
 Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
 Kuranda Heritage Markets

 Ph. (07) 4093 0218 



Mareeba
Shire

LIBRARY
Monday to Friday
10.00am-5.00 (5.30 Tuesday)
Saturday 9.00-12.00

COUNCIL SERVICES
Monday to Friday
10.00am- 4.30
Saturday closed

Conservation Volunteers Cairns has local activities in various locations 
in Cairns and Surrounding areas, to make these important programs a success 
“We Need Your Help”.

Come along and help. Meet new people and have fun. Become a “friends of” 
Conservation Volunteers Information Session Tuesdays 10am – phone to book.

To volunteer call Conservation Volunteers Cairns office on 
4032 0844 or visit www.conservationvolunteers.com.au

AS Jupiter moves into Cancer, the potential to 
expand goes gangbusters! Right through July 
there is that sense that now is the time. Saturn 

goes direct in Scorpio on 8th July.
The brakes are off and there is an intensity of purpose 

that will not be obstructed. Pouring that intensity into 
laying foundations deep and solid. Uranus is taking a 
breather – stationary going retrograde on 17th July, 
holding back the unexpected and the sudden wild 
bursts.

Mars into Cancer on 13th July softens the edges and 
protects the embryonic projects, ensuring that they can 
grow and develop in safety and nurturing.

Then on 23rd July, Sun into Leo and Venus into 
Virgo and Mars conjunct Jupiter with a zero degree 
Aquarius Full Moon is magnificent! Intense!

Cranking up the frequencies: super confidence; 
beautiful work; luckiest of the lucky; exuberance and 
energy all lifting to the highest frequencies to which 
you can aspire. My goodness what can we expect? 
I wouldn’t even attempt to bring all of this down to 
earth. The astrologer is stumped.

We’ll just have to wait and see what the day brings. 
Aligning this to your birthchart would be a fascinating 
experience. I’ll certainly be doing it for my own chart. 
Come and see me at the markets for your own personal 
quickpik.

Oh yes, there’s also a Saturn trine Neptune on the 
same day. These are rare, and anchor the energies and 
potentials into a longer-term focus. A perfect merging 
of the polarities. Saturn the bedrock and Neptune the 
cosmic ocean. Rock once was liquid and water once was 
crystalline and as the universe unfolds they will again 
reverse form and polarities. Smoothly and perfectly.

This will be some kind of day. Already it tingles.
Love to all.

Cottage
for rent

$275 per week
including electricity
with 2 weeks bond

($550) required.

Phone:

4093 7316

Kuranda Paper
PHONE:

4093 8942
POST:

PO Box 66
Kuranda 4881

EMAIL:

mail@
kurandapaper.com

SLOW DOWN!
PHOTOGRAPH BY HELEN DOUGLAS



Every  Sat    Kuranda Envirocare Tree Planting, Ph 4093 9926  for details or
  check website www.envirocare.org.au 
1st Sat     Garden Group 2.00pm Ph David or Graham 4093 9492
Every Sun A.A. CWA Hall 10.30am Ph 4093 7599
  Speewah Country Market 8.00am to 2.00pm 4093 0361 
  Yoga with Aileen 10.30am Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen  
  4093 7401
3rd Sun Kuranda Film Society 4.00pm to 8.00pm, Kuranda  Recreation  
  Centre Ph  Garth 4093 9926
2nd Sun Uniting Church  Recreation Centre 4.30 pm, Krishna 4093 8730
Every Mon Kids Aerial Circus with Louise Kohn. Bookings essential at the  

Amphitheatre 3.30 pm, 0424 928 917
  Yoga – Gentle 8.15am for 8.30 start. Energise your life with HALS  
  (Health across the Life Span) QCWA Hall, Phone Aileen 4093 7401 or  
  Sheila 4093 7617
3rd Mon KNC Management Committee Meeting 6.00pm Rob Veivers
 Drive Ph 4093 8933
Every Tues, Al-Anon Family Groups 6.00pm 
Wed & Fri Ph Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON

Karate at CWA Hall Kuranda 6.15pm to 7.15pm for more info call
Geoff 4093 7380

 Koah Sports & Social Club 7.30pm Barbara La Baysse 4093 7026
Every Tue Tribal Bellydance at Kuranda Community Precinct.
  Ph Lisa 0409 367 967.
  Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
  Ph 0437 438 196
   8 Ball  7.00pm at Kuranda Recreation Centre
2nd Tue Tourism Kuranda meets behind St Saviour’s Church.
  Kuranda SES Training, 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.   
  Contact James Partridge 0402 119 642
2nd & 4th Tue Mareeba Toastmasters meets 7.30-9.30pm, Mareeba RSL.   
  Phone Fran 4093 7288 or Joe 4092 2089. Guests welcome.
Every Wed Yoga 6.00 pm Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen 4093 7401
  Lifeline Counselling at KNC (appointment necessary)
  Craft and Social Morning at QCWA hall 9.00am 

Kuranda Playgroup 9.30am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
New families please phone Lynda 4093 0891 or 0410 337 932.
Karate at Koah Hall 6.15pm-7.15pm for more info call Geoff 
4093 7380

  Mah Jong  at KNC  1.00 to 4.00pm. All welcome
  *New* Wing Chun (Kung Fu) The Amphitheatre 6.30 to 7.30pm. 
  Ph Kurt Golden 0400 772 645
  Yoga for kids. Limited places. Please phone 4093 8283 
1st Wed  Kuranda Interagency Network Meeting 2.00pm at KNC
  Kuranda and District Chamber of Commerce 4.30pm  Kuranda Hotel
2nd Wed QCWA meeting 12.30pm at Hall Ph 4093 7016 
  Kuranda and Environs Community Alliance Group –   
  10.00am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
Every Thur Rotary 6.00pm Kuranda Hotel/Motel Ph 4093 7206
 Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall  Ph 0437 438 196
  Capoeira Training and Roda. 7-8:30pm.  Phone Ole 0468 408 963
  Kuranda Rangers Soccer:  training 4.00-5.30  Refer to Kuranda  
  Rangers Football Club facebook page for more details.  
 Kurandacoots Adult Circus Jam at the Amphitheatre 6.30pm
2nd Thur  Ambulance 7.30pm Ambulance  Centre, Fallon Road 

CONTRIBUTORS: PLEASE CHECK DETAILS AND ADVISE CHANGES

  CAIRNS TO KURANDA SHUTTLE    

  Departs From Shuttle Runs Daily (Except Christmas Day)   

 CAIRNS Central Rail Station 6.45am 8.30am 11.30am 1.30pm *3.00pm  

  CAIRNS 79 Abbott Street 6.50am 8.35am 11.35am 1.35pm  3.05pm   

  SMITHFIELD Bus Shelter 7.05am 8.50am 11.50am 1.50pm  3.30pm   

  KURANDA 7.25am 9.10am 12.10pm 2.10pm  3.55pm   

  KURANDA TO CAIRNS SHUTTLE   

  Departs From Shuttle Runs Daily (Except Christmas Day)   

  KURANDA *7.30am 9.15am 12.30pm 2.15pm 4.10pm   

 RAINFORESTATION  7.35am 9.20am 12.35pm 2.20pm 4.15pm  

  CAIRNS Central Rail Station  8.30am 10.00am 1.15pm 3.00pm 4.55pm   
 

      

 

  
*7.30am Shuttle via TAFE, Trinity Bay High, Cairns High - Excluding Sundays & Public Holidays 
*3.00pm Shuttle via Cairns High, TAFE, Trinity Bay High - Excluding Sundays & Public Holidays   

  

ATHERTON TABLELANDS TO CAIRNS   

  

Departs From Monday to Friday 
 1               2               3     

Saturday  
1                 2  

Sunday  
     *1*          **2** 

 

  

ATHERTON 6.15am 9.00am 3.30pm 6.15am 9.00am 9.00am 3.30pm  
  

MAREEBA 6.45am 9.30am 4.00pm 6.45am 9.30am 9.30am 4.00pm  
  

SPEEWAH 7.10am 9.55am 4.25pm 7.10am 9.55am 9.55am 4.25pm  
  

KURANDA 7.30am 10.05am 4.35pm 7.30am 10.05am 10.05am 4.35pm  
  

CAIRNS Service Terminates 8.30am 11.15am 5.35pm 8.30am 11.15am 11.15am 5.35pm  
  

 CAIRNS TO ATHERTON TABLELANDS  

  

Departs From Monday to Friday 
 1               2               3     

Saturday  
1                 2  

Sunday  
     *1*          **2** 

 

  

CAIRNS Central Rail Station  8.45am 3.20pm 5.45pm 8.45am 3.20pm 3.20pm 5.45pm  
  

SMITHFIELD Bus Shelter 9.00am 3.35pm 6.00pm 9.00am 3.35pm 3.35pm 6.00pm  
  

KURANDA 9.20am 4.05pm 6.25pm 9.20am 4.05pm 4.05pm 6.25pm  
  

SPEEWAH 9.25am 4.10pm 6.30pm 9.25am 4.10pm 4.10pm 6.30pm  
  

MAREEBA 9.55am 4.40pm 6.55pm 9.55am 4.40pm 4.40pm 6.55pm  
  

ATHERTON Service Terminates 10.30am 5.15pm 7.30pm 10.30am 5.15pm 5.15pm 7.30pm  
 

         

  

Atherton/Cairns Services - No Services on CHRISTMAS DAY or GOOD FRIDAY 
Sunday Service *1* on PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - No Sunday Service **2** on LONG WEEKENDS    

  For further information please visit 
    www.transnorthbus.com.au 

Trans North - Atherton -  Ph 0400 749 476 17.03.2014 

Bus & Coach 

Permits required for ALL fires

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FIRE or other emergencies – please phone 000

SES Flood or Storm emergencies – please phone 132 500

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
Davies Creek
Koah
Kuranda
Myola
Speewah

4093 3181
4042 5468
0408 077 746
4093 7190 / 0408 151 199
4093 0211

Lloyd
Cairns RFO (temp.)
Nick
Duncan
John

          Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 To: Speewah  
  Koah  
    
     
 Ex: Koah  
    
    
 Ex: Speewah
    
    

*SCHOOL DAYS ONLY              # BOOKING REQUIRED
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

Departs Bus Stop: Orchid Plaza, Abbott Street, Cairns
                                                       Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 Departs Kuranda       
  
      
        
 

*1510 from Smithfield to Koah Mon to Fri SCHOOL DAYS ONLY
  Departs Cairns  
           
   
       

All services except 1000 go to Speewah & Koah if required
**Mareeba

# Via Caravonica, Redlynch, Raintrees, Westcourt, TAFE, Cairns City
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

JOHN’S KURANDA BUS
“The Local Bus”

 Ph.  John 0418 772 953

0900

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

0900
1300

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1000

1645
#0815

#0820

#0720
1330
1530

#0720
0900
1330
1530

0830
1530

**0825
1700

0825
1000
1700

0930
**1615

Community Calendar
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Need a new washing machine, fridge or other 
essential houshold goods?

NILS
The No Interest Loan Scheme provides interest-free loans for 

individuals or families on low income.
How much can you borrow?

It varies, but usually up to $1,000 and the repayment period is 
up to 2 years.

Who is eligible?
Anyone holding a Health Care Card or Pension Card.

See Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre for more details.



Professionals Kuranda PROFESSIONALS KURANDA

WELCOMES

Saeed Derakshan
0408 792 823

Louise Baume
0412116578

TWO NEW MEMBERS TO OUR SALES 
TEAM 

Many of you will know these two long time locals whom are here to help you
with all your property needs. We are the largest property specialist team in the
area and we get the results. Call us today 40939050 Professionals Kuranda.


