
Kuranda Cheers 
The Kuranda Stars Cheerleading Team

Fifteen young girls aged between 7 and 12 from the Kuranda District State College ventured down to 
Brisbane last week to take place in the National Schools Cheerleading Competition. They had been 
fundraising since January this year and training twice weekly since 2011, under coach Linda Gough 
and assistant coach Fiona Andrews. Linda is a PE teacher at the school and created the Kuranda Stars 
Cheerleading Team in 2008. The team has been very successful, performing at the Cairns Show and 
other local events and competitions. This competition was the World Cup Cheer and Dance.

It was some of the girls’ first times: on a plane, surfing, going to Dreamworld, swimming in surf and 
competing in a national competition. Linda says, “I love seeing the girls improve over the years. They 
have worked extremely hard at the routine and it was the proudest moment of my life when we were 
announced the winners. Our goal was to be in the top five…we all broke down in tears of joy. It meant 
the world to us…that was a magic moment.”

Team sponsors were: 
•  Breakthrough and 

Controlled Demolition, 
Ric Doo sponsored 
team uniforms. 

•  Stoddart Security 
Management, Robert 
and Christine Stoddart, 
sponsored the 
competition entry fee. 

•  Speewah Tavern, Jamie 
Lee

•  Clifton Butchery, 
Dean Dobson

First Place at the National Championships

Back Row: Ella Whipp, Shaina Andrews, Hannah Simpson, Michelle Cook, Audrey Anwyl, Linda Gough, 
Penny Kronkenberger, Cayla Canny, Abby Lewis, Madi Kotzur

Front Row: Mattli Smith, Chloe Dyer, Shae Butler, Justice Martin, Jasmine Canny, Nikki Whipp

Linda Gough and 
Assistant Coach 
Fiona Andrews
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2013
AGM

The Kuranda Media Association (publisher of 
The Kuranda Paper) Annual General Meeting 

will be held on Saturday 19 October 2013, 10.00am
at the Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road.

If you wish to be a member of the Association and 
have a say on the direction/running of the

paper, please contact the Secretary
(contact details top left of this page).

You must be a financial member to attend the AGM.

Thanks Jenny
Jenny Jensen we thank you! While you represented us as our 
Councillor on the TRC, your ever-present concern and action 
in that position was second to none.  

We were shocked and dismayed when you informed us at 
our last meetings that you were retiring from our local Council.  

On behalf of both organisations I wish you the very best for 
the future. The person who replaces you will need to follow 
your lead to earn a similar respect that we hold for you.  

Sincerely,
Yvonne Thomson,
 Acting Secretary, Speewah Residents’ 
Association, 
�Vol.�Admin.�Officer�of�the�four�Brigades�in�
Clohesy�Rural�Fire�Group.

Skate Park Mural
To whoever painted the mural at the skate park: Thank you!

It is a really beautiful piece of artwork. My kids and I think 
it is “awesome”.

Please come back and do the rest.

    Sasha Wood

Putting A Foot In It
I empathise with Jenny Willis (September letters). At the top of 
the range one lady regularly walks three large dogs around the 
block – no bag, no shovel. I don't know what’s worse, stepping 
on it, or observing the act...

Stephen Fry tells me one medium dog has the equivalent 
environmental footprint of a large car, and that, like, a million 
horses were sacrificed during a world war.

I moot that it’s the dogs’ turn next. Round them all up, train 
them to be suicide dog squad team members and ship them off 
to points of aquisition – I mean conflict, instead of our soldiers.

As a consolation to their owners, I personally guarantee that 
each successful mission will return 20 doggie virgin bitches 
permanently on heat to said canine in doggie heaven.

Yesterday, a butterfly flew over my head. I heard a tiny 
giggle. I suspect it did a microscopic poo on my head.

� � � Kryston�Jones,�KurandaMorton Street 
Re: Morton Street accesses. Bruce Skilbeck’s letter from last 
month contains a number of untrue statements: 

1. That the western access is not dangerous. This access 
has been found unsafe by both the old MSC and the current 
TRC. That there has not been a really serious accident is just 
luck – there are many, many near misses. Must we wait until 
someone dies or is seriously injured? 

This western access is not a suitable access – it cannot pass 
safety regulations. It is not even a road, it is a road reserve – a 
short cut used by council workers at the old pump station next 
to me when Rob Veivers Drive was the old Kennedy Highway. 
It has grown like “topsy” as has the Morton-Harriman Streets 
area. It was closed briefly in 1998 by the old MSC but they 
disgracefully did no work to bring the other eastern access 
up to regulation as it too is unsafe in its present condition. 
If they had done so then we would not be in the situation we 
are now in. But Bruce took up a petition then, as now, with 
the unbelievably regressive result being that the old MSC 
resolved to “do nothing about a Morton Street access”.    

2. That there has been no consultation – in fact 
consultation has been undertaken continuously by the TRC 
since 2009 – a number of options (at least six) have been 
presented for comment, altered and presented again and 
again. I applaud the TRC engineers and planners for their 
professionalism – and patience in the face of having to deal 
over and over with those who refuse to see what they don’t 
want to see – ie there is a real danger and something must be 
done. And not just reducing the speed limit on Rob Veivers 
Drive and putting up a few signs – as was the suggestion of 
Bruce and his “amateur engineers”. This has been done and 
am I or my family, my neighbours or the schoolkids walking 
on that narrow short cut, with only room for one vehicle and 
no footpath, any safer? No. Not one bit.

3. That the three residences at the western access (actually 
there are five residences over three properties affected) do 
not have any safety issues. This is clearly false – in fact at the 
public meeting on June 27th Bruce and Father Chris Wright 
both said they were “sorry” for the situation myself and my 
neighbours find ourselves in – ie unable to enter or exit our 
properties without being put in immediate danger from the 
traffic on the road reserve – and while their “sorries” are a 
polite nod to what should be done, it appears neighbourly 
concern, or even Christian compassion, do not outweigh the 
convenience for some Morton Street residents of having two 
accesses to their nice safe homes. 

 The $250,000 budget mentioned is at least the correct 
amount this time – previously Bruce made up his own of half 
a million plus. The thing is that I do not live on my property 
for free – I pay rates just like everyone else – and I get no 
rebate for not having kerb and guttering, a sealed road or, 
most importantly, a safe access – although my neighbours 
just around the corner in Morton Street have all those things. 
The changes required for the western access are estimated to 
cost $35,000 – I PERSONALLY alone have paid that amount 
in rates in just the last 12 years – my neighbours probably the 
same or similar.

I and my neighbours have to put up with these personal 
snipes by Bruce and others because we are not prepared to 
be bullied into accepting the current unsafe situation. I am 
not going to stop pushing for a safe outcome – for everyone –
because if there comes a day someone is killed or hurt outside 
my house I would not be comforted by the thought that “at 
least I didn’t upset some people on Morton and Harriman 
Streets”. 

� � � � � Gayle�Hannah

Team Wins…Thank You Linda
Kuranda can be proud of our Kuranda School girls who won 
the National Cheerleading Championship on 20th September 
in Brisbane. What a wonderful powerful thing is a dedicated 
teacher! Linda Gough, who herself has a two-year-old, has 
worked so hard and dedicated so much time and effort to the 
self set task of training these lucky girls, which has now paid 
off in spades. 

I have been lucky enough to have a granddaughter in the 
team and for her as for all the others this, at her age (eight) is 
probably a life changing event. From Linda Gough’s efforts she 
has learnt about working hard, being part of a team, putting in 
the hours, cooperating with others, doing as instructed, having 
self discipline, accepting discipline generally and knowing the 
value of it, and likely making lifelong friends, not to mention 
the physical prowess she has gained. I say three cheers to Linda 
Gough who has shown by example the very real, very precious 
commodity that is a good and dedicated teacher. Kuranda is 
much enriched by her presence. Thank you Linda Gough! 

� � � � Hugh�Crowther  
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The Pride of Lions heading 
to Kuranda

Lions clubs International President Barry Palmer is the first Australian to hold the 
position of President of Lions Clubs International, the world’s largest service club 
organisation and the global leader in humanitarian and community service.  Members 

of Lions throughout the world will be visiting Kuranda 
on Friday 11th October.

 Chairman of the Host Committee, Past District 
Governor John Muller OAM, said “The International 
Board Meeting will be held in Port Douglas and will 
include visits to the surrounding communities. Lions, 
Lionesses and Leos from Kuranda, Mareeba, Mossman, 
Port Douglas and Cairns will be assisting IP Barry roar. 
If you are interested in becoming a Lion and helping 
out in this once in a lifetime event, contact President 
Doug Stafford of the Kuranda Lions Club”.

The Lions will be arriving in Kuranda by train at 11.25 and there will be a “Welcome 
to Country” before they move off to explore the Village.  Mareeba Lions & Lionesses 
will also be supporting the Kuranda Lions on the day, with support also from our 
Lions Host Committee. 

Kuranda District State College Principal Gary Toshach will be accepting a donation 
of books to the School Library under the special grant from Lions Clubs International 
Foundation, from IP Barry Palmer.

Lions would like to invite the citizens of Kuranda to come along and meet with our 
very own Aussie International President Barry, his wife Anne and the International 
board with their families.  

The Kuranda Festival on October 19th and 20th will be two big days of entertainment and 
fun activities, as the village in the rainforest celebrates the 125th anniversary of its official survey. Previously 
held as a one-day event called Kuranda Day, the celebration became so popular with locals and visitors that 
Tourism Kuranda has doubled the fun by turning it into a two-day festival to remember.

The Bash of the Barron River Raft Race will be held on Saturday, October 19th and both the German 
Sausage Eating Competition and The Kuranda Undie Fun Run will be on Sunday October 20th, so email 
tk@kuranda.org to organise your entry in these annual competitions.

New to the Festival this year will be a motorbike and vintage car display in Coondoo Street from 11am 
on Saturday. Coondoo Street will be closed so people can easily move around the many vehicles on display. 
Further along the street, outside the Kuranda Arts Co-operative, there will be an art display with local artists 
doing demonstrations. Buskers will keep the crowd entertained, kids can get their faces painted and four 
bands – Black Rising, Ice Breaker, No-Hype and Snake Oil – will perform in Centenary Park.

 Head down to the Barron River and take advantage of the free river cruise or join EnviroCare planting 
trees on the banks of the river. There will be music and food stalls to enjoy before you head back to the village 
to see the bee display at Rotary Park.

Start Sunday with the Poets Breakfast while you wait for the activities to start at 10.00am. As well as street 
performers, there will be a Hot FM outside broadcast, circus workshops, face painters, a magic show and pony 
rides. Centenary Park will have a great line-up of music with The Hot Shots big band, the Sing Australia choir, 
The Lawson & Moon Band, a cappella group Woyaya and local school displays and performances. 
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Do you enjoy gardening and plants?
Come along to

KURANDA GARDEN CLUB INC.
All are welcome to our meeting on

Saturday 5th October at 2.00pm
Enjoy a tour of 

Daniel and Charlotte s
beautiful garden with its lake and waterlilies

20 Douglas Track, Speewah
We ask everyone please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea 

and encourage your friends to join us.
Phone David or Graham 4093 9492 

dpsgkp@people.net.au

’

Kuranda District Residents Group Inc.

New Directions
There will be a Special General Meeting (SGM)of the KDRG on Thursday 10 October, 
7.00pm at the Kuranda Precinct hall. The business will be to elect a Management 
Committee. 

The direction of the group thus far has been to investigate and, if possible, 
conduct a legal challenge to the de-amalgamation of the TRC but, unhappily, we’ve 
come to the end of our ability to continue this action. 

However, we believe that from now on this organisation can fill a vital place in 
the community as an advocate for ordinary ratepayers and residents and as a watch-
dog (frog?) over our political masters. If this group had been around in the middle 
of last year, with its ears to the ground, maybe we wouldn’t find ourselves in such 
financial peril at the present.

So as to widen membership and to take up possibly a new direction, the present 
members of the executive will be stepping down as a group at the SGM and will 
be calling for new candidates to be elected. The vacancies will be for a President, 
a Treasurer, a Secretary and up to a dozen casual members. Nominations will be 
accepted from the floor but there must be a seconder and the candidate must agree.  
There are no fees for joining or as an ongoing member.

Tidying up the finances
After all donations have been disbursed towards paying expenses and legal fees, and 
even after a very generous write-down of our solicitor’s  last invoice by over $2,000, 
we are left still owing $1,600. The Kuranda Media Association has offered to match 
donations dollar for dollar so our task is to raise $800. If forty couples donated 
$20 or twenty donated $40 we would have it made. Please consider donating to the 
KDRG Inc, Bendigo Bank account BSB 633-000, account 149490260

UPDATE

Power Outage
We had a power outage last week and my PC, TV and games console shut 
down immediately. it was raining so I couldn’t play golf or go fishing, so I 
had to talk to my wife for a few hours.
She seems like a nice person.
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Your agent of choice!
No. 1 Selling Agent in the Kuranda–Speewah Region!

THE RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES!
SONIA CONSISTENTLY ACHIEVES

SUCCESSFUL SALES FOR HER CLIENTS.
CURIOUS? Would you like to know what your property is worth in today’s current 
market?
Have you been sitting on the market for too long and would like the same successful 
result?
Would you like to be kept informed of what is happening in your immediate area?

CALL SONIA

SONIA POOLE 
0407 028 388

sonia.poole@raywhite.com

FINALLY…AN AGENT YOU CAN COUNT ON!

Sonia Poole…

1 Punch Close,
Kuranda

14 Shiva Close,
Kuranda

55 Butler Drive,
Kuranda

8 Butler Drive,
Kuranda

A HORSE LOVER’S UTOPIA
Great house, separate granny 

flat, holding stables, pool

FRESH & FUNKY
Great location, modern,

great entertainer

COMPLETELY PRIVATE
Absolutely

immaculate!

TWO HOUSES ON ONE
BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE

BLOCK

This Month’s Hot Buys!
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For plant sourcing, identification or general gardening questions, 
contact Alectura C/- Kuranda Paper or

email wortwoad@optusnet.com.au

Propagation in the warmer months from division, cutting or seed is quite 
simple. Open pollinated seed set may give range to a diversity of mature 
leaf-forms as x pollination result by ants or beetle. The Anthurium family is 
sub-divided into almost 20 sections and x pollination by hand across some 
species and subsequent seed set may prove near impossible across some 
sections widely separated and isolated in their native habitat.

Over the next few months, the amazing diversity of the foliage  of 
Anthuriums will hopefully inspire the keen gardener to their cultivation.

Q & A: Dear Robyn, The vine you are looking for is Dalechampia 
dioscoreifolia, the Bow Tie 
or Costa Rican Butterfly 
vine. A member of the 
Euphorbiaceae family 
and, like so many others 
in this group, handling 
of the plant may cause 
skin irritation or allergic 
reaction. This light vine, 
which is not self climbing, 
will require tying-in and 
may reach to 6+ metres 
with its flowering of the 
two stunning mauve/pink 
bracts throughout the year. 
Easily cultivated from 
seed or semi-ripe cutting 
with plants available from 

most nurseries in the warmer months, Dalechampia requires sun to part-
shade and suits most soils. 

Dear June, The large nappy leaves, sometimes with a darkish cast, 
striking heads of fuzzy, bluish-lilac flowers with a slight fragrance and 
shrubby growth identify Bartlettina sordida or Blue Mist flower, a member 
of the Aster family hailing from 
the cloud forests of Mexico. 
This grows to a large 4m shrub 
preferring part shade with rich 
evenly moist soil. Easily contained 
with pruning. One to keep an eye 
on as may yet prove invasive. 
Easily grown from cutting.

Dear Calvin, Join the club 
– algae in ponds is a pain! The 
simple rule is to keep the organic 
load to a minimum by keeping 
run- off out of the pond and sludge 
accumulation down. Overstocking 
the pond and overfeeding fish/
tadpoles also encourages algae 
growth. A judicious planting of 
both surface plants for shade and underwater plants will help remove excess 
nutrients. Algae Fix or Barley Straw Extract can be used in ponds. It is vital 
that any non-native fish stock or water plants do not enter waterways in the 
Wet as most are highly invasive. 

OCTOBER and some early but not penetrating rains have ushered 
in Spring and now the wait for new leaf and bud to unfurl from 
their winter sleep with the first of the Caladiums stirring. Having 

missed out this year on a good Wet, the wise gardener is securing soil 
moisture by mulching. Careful plant placing with high moisture-need plants 
grouped together can optimize water usage, reducing water bills or drain 
on bore. Better a deep watering once a week than the too-often cosmetic 
splash-over which, while relieving guilt, does little to ensure good plant 
growth. 

With warmer weather returning, one can start to prepare for striking 
cuttings. Off with the doona and in with the cuttings is a good rule of thumb 
and the average gardener can quickly fill out their garden by this method of 
propagation. Most plants can be struck from semi-hardwood cuttings (stem 
bends and not snaps when gently bent), not allowing cuttings to dry out, 
stripping leaves, leaving only several at the tip and carefully dibble into a 
good striking mix. Keep moist and shaded till struck. Juicy-stem cuttings 
such as Aglaonemas, Diffenbachias and most latex exuding cuttings are 
better left to seal over before planting. 

During the Wet, large mature wood cuttings of cordylines, gardenias and 
many other hardy shrubs can often simply be heeled in to chosen spots.

Plant of the Month: Most of us are familiar with the Flamingo flower, 
Anthurium andreanum, its bright, shiny plastic-looking spathes forming 
the basis for most tropical floral displays. However these painted madams 
are only the front of house for a large 
diverse population of over 1,000+ species 
of Anthurium, all hailing from the South 
Americas and occupying near every niche 
of forest from sea level to cloud forest and 
growing as climber, nest or trailer.

The huge diversity of form and foliage 
and their relative ease of cultivation makes 
the ornamental leafed Anthuriums ideal for 
garden and pot culture. The secret to their 
successful cultivation is to remember their semi-epiphytic nature with many 
growing on trees or in tree forks with others being lipophytic – growing on 
rocks or having exposed litter-collecting roots. 

A very open, humus rich, well-draining mix is vital for successful 
cultivation. An old time grower recounts that early local growers often 
successfully used a ½ & ½ coarse river sand and rice hull mix with 
supplementary feeding. 

Another pointer is that across such a diversity of habitat and altitude the 
temperature range also plays a part in cultivation of some species. A good 
example is successful cultivation of A. corrugatum, a still relatively rare and 
expensive plant which does not grow well on the coast but does better on 
the Tablelands. 
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Arts
pagethe

Fear not. There is only Love.
Just as pure light,

when shone through a prism
shows us many colours,

love, when shone through a person 
shows us many emotions...

Yakov Morris

The Arts Pages  -  Septembers 2007 to 2013
Well this month the Amphitheatre News got lost in the email (see the 
Music Page for gigs, etc.), my feature artist was unavailable, and our 
other former contributors, Focus Theatre, Loony Poets, the Camera 
Club, etc. have all dematerialised. Rather than leave a great blank 
space here, I decided to resurrect some past issues to see where we 
have been.  I tried to remember the kinds of Septembers we had here 
during the past decade. All the September Arts Pages from 2007 to 
2013 are displayed here. Some of these pages and many others can 
be viewed online in the Past Issues section at kurandapaper.com.
Incidently, if you are creating art, putting on a show, exhibition, 
performance, or whatever, let us know at the Kuranda Paper and 
we can feature it, or even give you a 
regular column. For arts events other 
than music you can email me direct at 
serenstarlight@gmail.com, or for music 
events contact Kitty at the Paper.
Over the past 4 years I have been studying Creative Industries at James 
Cook Uni. It is a great industry with lots of diverse fields of discipline. 
i.e. lots of fun things to do like painting, writing, dancing, sculpting, 
directing, producing, videoing, recording, digitising, etc, etc. The list 
goes on... it involves creating, and it involves industry. It attempts 
to marry the two. Time (and politics?) will tell how long the marriage 
will last. They say Creative Industries is one of the fastest growing 
industries. Well there 
must a dollar in that for us 
artists somewhere along 
the line. It’s good to know 
we are going to be amply 
rewarded just for having 
fun, but shouldn’t it be 
like that for everyone? So 
what do we create? And 
more importantly, why? For 
pleasure, or for money? 
Choose wisely Art Lovers,

seren

September 2007 September 2008

September 2009 September 2010

September 2011 September 2012

September 2013

Amphitheatre News

All is Art

James Cook University

“Orbs” at the Bernard Fanning gig
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The Kuranda Paper is an independent 
community newspaper published on the 
last Thursday of the month, by a team 
of volunteers. Advertising revenue pays 

for printing and office expenses and 
donations/grants to community groups 
and projects as determined by the KMA 

management committee.
Please support the local advertisers in 

The Kuranda Paper.
Please see page 2 for further details.

Meetings @ 1.00pm,

Third Sunday of Every Month,

The Hall, or The Hub,

Original Markets, Kuranda

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Kuranda Water Quality Concerns
On the 16th August representatives of Friends of the Earth met with the Tableland Regional Council Mayor, 
Deputy Mayor and the General Manager in charge of water. This meeting led us to conclude that State regulations, 
designed to ensure the quality of the town’s water supply, are not being strictly adhered to by the Council for the 
following reasons:

1.  The council is not testing for agricultural chemicals that are widely used in the Barron River catchment.  
A JCU study (Water Quality Issues in the Barron WQIP Area ACTFR Report No. 08/06) found a number 
of potentially harmful herbicides in the mouth of the Barron, none of which are included in the Council’s 
tests.

2.  The Australian drinking water guidelines stipulates to test for potential pesticides more frequently than the 
present TRC regime of twice a year. Testing is needed monthly or at least quarterly for possible pesticides.

3.  Pathogens such as Giardia and Cryptosporidium are acknowledged by council to be present in the town’s 
drinking water. 

4.    Council confirmed that the required tests for Chlorine disinfection byproducts are not being tested for.

Auditing of the Chemicals Being Used in the Tableland Area is Required
The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines require that under an approved drinking water quality plan (DWQMP), 
monitoring of water is risk based and therefore knowing which chemicals are likely to be used in the catchment 
is surely fundamental.

The Council acknowledged that it does not know what agricultural chemicals are used in the catchment and 
furthermore the Council said it has no intention of conducting an audit of chemicals used in the Barron river 
catchment. The Mayor suggested that we, FOEK should do this, rather than them!

Due to the above information we believe the TRC cannot guarantee the supply of safe drinking water at all 
times and their current testing regime is inadequate as regards the timing, frequency and the choice of tests 
suitable to detect possible chemical contamination.

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  public  should  install  proper  water  filtering  systems  for  homes  and 
businesses as a priority. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 15th September followed by guest speaker Sarva.
At the AGM John Glue was elected President, Lisa Macdonald was elected Secretary and Michelle Recchia 

was elected Treasurer. Many thanks for the hard work of Pat Daly, Sarah Isaacs and John Glue who stood down 
from the above positions.

After the AGM Sarva made a well-researched presentation on strategies needed to run an effective campaign 
to improve Kuranda’s water quality. He will continue his talk at the next meeting. 

For further information see www.foekuranda.org
Email info@foekuranda.org or phone John on 0499 207 492.



The Kuranda Rainforest Retreat
Charity Fundraiser for

Friday 25th October 2013
National Breast Cancer Foundation

KURANDA GIG GUIDE
SATURDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER
Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

KOAHLITION REGGAE
~~~

SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER
KURANDA FESTIVAL

* On the Riverfront *
Raft Race, Music, Stalls
Free  Riverboat Rides

*Coondoo Street*
Bike and Car Exhibitions
Artist Displays & Busking

 * Centenary Park Live Bands *
BLACK RISING * ICE BREAKER

NO–HYPE * SNAKE OIL

MOTORCYCLE AFTER PARTY
THE BILLABONG

* ENGINE ROOM * FRONTIER *
~~~

SUNDAY  20TH OCTOBER
Kuranda Festival

Poets Breakfast at Queen Bee
Undie Fun Run

* Centenary Park *
Cairns Hot FM broadcasting

 Circus workhops 
Jumping Castle & fun

& loads of live entertainment
THE HOT SHOTS BIG BAND
THE LAWSON MOON BAND
WOYAYA CAPELLA GROUP

~~~
SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER
Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

N.B.C.F. Fundraiser
with CHRIS LLOYDS 

 Special Guest RHYS TOLHURST
~~~

SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER
Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

Hillbilly Goats
$25 Buffet Dinner & Show

MUSIC PAGE
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The Kuranda Rainforest Retreat 
is presenting a special charity 

fundraiser for the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation. An extravagant 
evening for socially conscious 
community members on Friday 25th 
October.

The Retreat is hosting a Cocktail 
and Pink Tie Affair featuring well 
known Cairns crooner Chris Lloyds 
performing the hits of the rat pack from 
way back when...

Special guest Rhys Tolhurst (semi-
finalist of Australia’s Got Talent) will join 
Chris to serenade guests in duet as well 
as a few of his own favourite songs. 
The evening will highlight a Catwalk 
Showcase presented by major sponsor, 
Just Gorgeous, and a charity auction 

MC’d by Chris, with local female artisans 
donating original works to this worthy 
cause. 

Tickets are $50 and include 
canapés, a welcome drink and the 
show. Proceeds of the event will be 
donated to The National Breast Cancer 
Foundation.

Celebrating life and longevity, join 
us at the Kuranda Rainforest Retreat 
for one of the most  outstanding Breast 
Cancer charity and awareness events 
on the Tablelands. 

If you would like to become a 
sponsor for this very worthwhile 
charity please contact the Kuranda 
Rainforest Retreat on ph 40 937 556 or   
reservations@kurandarainforestretreat.
com.au

Diggis: “Small Town Stories” 
Beat Basement 2013

Here’s some mighty fine home grown hip hop 
bursting with down–to–earth knowledge 

and a real sense of place. It’s Diggis’s rainforest 
home town, Kuranda that provides the beating 
heart of this accomplished debut.

Diggis has got great flow bursting full 
of words, chucking down rhymes like ripe 
mangos from a full tree. Lots of lyrical content, 
but all delivered nice and clear. It’s buzzing 
and bubbling fresh but even in the mad rush 
of words there’s a wryly confident feel, a quiet 
sense of hard-won control. He’s got a bedrock 

deep naturalism with no urge to play a shock card or lapse into imitation.
The music is stripped back to the classic boom–bap style big bass drum and tight as 

snare hits. A solid gold old school feel, strong and hard but relaxed with it too. There are 
60’s style strings and guitar figures, ska horn stabs, good soul basslines, jazzy riffs and 
real fricking scratching too. Diggis and hip hop comrades Uncle Toby and Develop have 
created jams that are crisp and considered.

This is a thematically mature album casting a wise eye on the past, present and future. 
It’s a journey from the heart. For sure there are party flavours here: “Straight Chillin” and 
“Party Up” get it shaking, but Diggis ain’t scared to dig deeper. “Reflections” is a fine 
meditation on the personal with lyrics and voice samples checking those he loves and 
respects. Title track “Small Town Stories” with its sly slide into a vocal chorus, courtesy of 
Zennith’s Astro, perfectly captures the relaxed but kickin’ vibe of the tropical north in a 
most original way.

This is undoubtedly conscious rap but it never gets preachy. The lessons are in the telling 
and Diggis tells these Small Town Stories with the detail and intimacy of a poet. So turn 
it up, put on your big ears and check out this no-nonsense celebration of the power of 
understanding what being here and now means.

The Trouble with Templeton: “Rookie”     
www.thetroublewithtempleton.com

This one comes with big wraps from the 
Oz musical press: Album of the week, 4 

stars da…da…da… it was hard to access but 
now it’s available and was definitely worth 
the wait. High, wide, deep and rich. Echoes 
of Radiohead, Jeff Buckley and the National. 
Some great music coming out of Brisbane 
these days.
Thomas Calder songwriter, vocals and guitar, 
sings in a sweet throaty register and his lyrics 
read like stories; angsty, poignant; holding 
back from the edge of madness, but not 
by much. The music drives pounds and lifts 
ever so sweetly.  Solid bass lines from Sam Pankhurst and lilting harmonies from Betty 
Yeowart with an echoey lead vocal on “Secret Pastures”. Track 10 “Soldiers” is a standout: 
ominous bass intro: “I’ve played with soldiers since I was young. Seas of plastic, a father’s 
love. Crumpled napkins and cheap balloons that burst before the guests have had their food. 
Comatose and so morose…” Richie Daniel picking up speed on the drums and off into the 
next track “Glue”. It’s a journey we won’t tire of anytime soon, it just doesn’t let go. Outro’s 
with a disturbing little number called “Lint” which takes us right to the wall of sound and 
pins us there like a crash–test dummy. And gone…

All CDs reviewed are available from Colly Dolly Music, 
I.G.A. building, Mareeba, ph 40 923 245  

The Boogies

THE boogie brothers 
    cd reviews

National Breast Cancer Foundation 
Fundraiser

Chris Lloyds

Friday 25th October 2013
From 6.30pm   Tickets $50   ph: 40 937 556

reservations@kurandarainforestretreat.com.au

The Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

with special guest

Rhys Tolhurst

Catwalk Showcase sponsored by Just Gorgeous
and Charity Auction

Cocktails
and Pink Tie Affair

Lawson Moon
Band

Lawson Moon Band will be performing 
in Centenary Park as part of the Kuranda Festival 
celebrations on Sunday 20th October. For more 
information please check the Gig Guide as well 
as Kuranda Festival Weekend article on page 3.

Hillbilly GoatsKuranda Rainforest Retreat
Hillbilly Goats

Saturday 2nd November

It´s sure to be a toe tappin´, 

foot stompin´ evening as the 

Hillbilly Goats get you hootin´ and 

a hollerin´ with their Mountain 

Grass music, Hillbilly roots and 

old time Blues. 

Just $25 Buffet Dinner and the 

show! Book now at the Retreat…



Nick’s Pool
Service

Your local pool 
man in Kuranda

For all your pool and spa needs
• CLEANING
• SERVICING

• REPAIRS
• MAINTENANCE

• POOL EQUIPMENT SALES
• CHEMICAL SALES

• ADVICE

Call Nick and Susan on

0414 644 230/4093 8124
allspaandpool@gmail.com

QLD SELF DEFENCE & 
TAEKWONDO ACADEMY

Q.S.D.T.A.
Leaders in Self 

Defence Training

Self Defence 
– So Easy

•  Internationally Certified 
Instructor (ITF)

•  Non-contact training 
policy

•  Traditional Tae Kwon Do
•  Practical self-defence 

training
•  Family discounts 

available
•  First lesson FREE

CWA HALL KURANDA
Tuesday & Thursday 6.30pm-8.00pm

FREECALL 1800 649 549 or Jeff Dieben 0437 438 196
www.queensland-selfdefence.com.au
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Open Good Friday

10

MORO
AUTO REPAIRS

Ric Moro
Phone: (07) 4092 4198

Fax: (07) 4092 4203 • A/Hrs: (07) 4093 2532
PO Box 243, Mareeba 4880

128 MASON STREET, MAREEBA

FOR ALL YOUR MECHANICAL REPAIRS TO

CARS • TRUCKS • TRAILERS
Roadworthy Certificates,

inspection and
modification
authorisation
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BUMBLEBEE
MOTORS

To Your New 
Automotive Service Centre

Come On Into The New
Bumblebee Motors

And Bee Surprised At The Level Of Service
Available To You

Competitive Pricing On All Mechanical ServicesTyres At A Price You Can AffordWheel AlignmentsServicing Of All Makes And ModelsAdvice You Can Be Assured OfKey Cutting Service
LPG Gas Bottle Refills

Welcome

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

K.N.C. Operated by 
KURANDA INFORMATION & SUPPORT CENTRE 

ASSOC. INC. 
6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 

PO BOX 170   KURANDA Qld  4881      
Ph: 4093 8933  Fax: 4093 8607

Email: knc@qld.chariot.net.au
ABN 62 198 192 130

Neighbourhood Centre News – October 2013
Kuranda Family Day: The next Family Day will be held on Tuesday 1st October in 
Centenary Park – please contact Ceri if you wish to become involved. 

Vegie Seedlings: The seedlings trial is drawing to a close due to the end of the 
season. We do not yet know if it will continue and will depend on the supplier. We 
will let the community know when we find out. In the meantime, come in quickly to 
get the last seedlings of the season for $1 each punnet.

Women’s Craft Group: The craft group is now running on Thursday mornings 
from 10.00am. The current activity is weaving with raffia and pine needles with 
additional activities being explored by the group. Please come along and find out 
more, or ring Sheila Brim on 4093 7298. The craft group is supported by Ngoonbi, 
Medicare Local and KNC.

Counselling through Medicare: If you require counselling see your GP for a 
referral under a plan that can be subsidized through Medicare. Please come and 
talk to Marg or Ceri to find out more about how this works. If you require any type 
of counselling, please come in and we will try to find the best option for your needs. 
Any referral or service is strictly confidential.

Furniture Exchange: If you have items in good condition to donate, please let us 
know and we will arrange pick up. All items go to Kuranda families and individuals 
in need. THANKS.

Vegie and Food Donations: The Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre welcomes any 
donations to make nutritious soup for homeless people. We have a volunteer who 
will be making soup on a regular basis and we will accept donations of food items 
that can be made into yummy soup. Anything that is growing prolifically in your 
garden would suit. We also support a food project on Tuesdays being coordinated by 
Ngoonbi and any food donations towards that program is also welcome. Please call 
4093 8933 for more details or to donate. THANKS.

    – The Neighbourhood Centre Team

YOU CAN GET HELP
The Kuranda Interagency Network acknowledges, with upcoming school holidays 
and impending “silly season” that troubles can emerge. We would like again 
to state that counselling and other support is available. Please contact the 
Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (4093 8933) or Ngoonbi Co-operative Society 
(4093 7298). After hours you can free call Lifeline on 13 1114 or Kids Help Line 
1800 551 800.

Standby Suicide Bereavement/
Prevention Workshops – Kuranda

There will be three workshops held at the Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre  between 
10.ooam and 2.oopm on:

Friday 4th October • Friday 11th October • Tuesday 15th October
The workshops will cover:

What and Who is StandBy? • What is Suicide?
What happens after someone takes their own life?

What is Trauma? • What is Grief?
What is Bereavement/Mourning? • What to say – what to do?

What is different for suicide survivors? • Self-care?
Fully trained and qualified staff will be around to provide individual/pairs/group 
work for those who may need further assistance or have further questions/concerns. 
The workshops can be attended by anyone from the community or service system. 
For more information please contact Marg or Ceri at the Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre 4093 8933.

The Management Committee and staff would like to

Invite You
to attend our

Annual General Meeting
Monday 28th October 6.00 pm

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 

Refreshments will be provided • Please RSVP by 21st October on 4093 8933
Nomination Forms/Proxy Forms/Membership Renewal Forms

are available from the Centre
Nominations must be received 14 days prior to the meeting

Voters may only represent one additional proxy vote
Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre is funded by the Qld Department of Communities



KURANDA PHARMACY

Hilary Skimming
B.Pharm, M.P.S.

TELEPHONE:
4093 7480

Open 7 days a week for
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
and FRIENDLY SERVICE

Monday–Friday: 8.30am–5.30pm
Saturday: 9.00am–3.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am-3.00pm

Kuranda Acupuncture
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Freestyler Salon is open 
Thursday through to Sunday.

We are located in 
Kuranda Market Arcade 

Shop 8.
Please call 

4093 9747 
for an appointment.

From Temper Tantrums to Chores…
Family Counsellor Karen Phillip Has the Answers

With over 20 years experience as a mother, family counsellor and family dispute 
resolution practitioner, Karen Phillip has released her new book ‘Who runs your 
house? The kids or you?’ The book explores the relationship between parents 
and their children and the boundaries that need to be set in order to control their 
behaviour. Here are Karen’s five tips to make life easier for the family:
1   Say yes in a way to still get what you want but to reinforce positive 

behaviour
‘Yes’ is a great word and can be used to our advantage. Saying yes can deflate a 
situation because it is a pause word. When a child hears yes, they have to stop to 
hear what you are saying yes to. That being said, we should not say yes to things 
we do not agree with or do not want to give our children. We need to say yes to 
the part of something to appease their demands. When they ask for a treat from 
the shop you can reply with “Yes, I can hear how much you would like that treat 
now, however, not right now, and, yes, I will think about it for you.” 

2   Give your child two choices to give them the feeling that they have 
control of their life
By giving your child a choice on certain matters, you can assist them to feel they 
have in fact made the choice when sometimes it is more of a direction from the 
parent. eg “You can choose not to eat your lunch and go into your room without 
lunch or playing outside OR you can eat your lunch now and then go outside to 
play. It doesn’t actually bother me which one you choose sweetie. What do you 
choose?” Always remember to place the one you want them to choose last so it 
remains more in the mind. By giving the child two choices the child believes it 
was his/her decision and the child will feel good because they were allowed the 
opportunity to choose themselves.

3   How to stop and control tantrums
Never give in to their demands, hold your ground! If you cave in and give them 
that treat that caused them to scream and shout in the middle of the supermarket 

then you have set the precedent and they will continue to act like this to get what 
they want. If you see the tantrum about to start warn your child that if they ‘chuck 
a wobbly’ then x or y will happen and STICK to what you promised. If your child 
is throwing a tantrum or acting badly, then put the child in his/her room with the 
door closed. Make sure the child has nothing to play with. If the child continually 
tries to leave the room, put a lock on the door, YES it is allowed. This will show 
the child that you are serious and the child will remember this is the punishment 
for bad behaviour.

4   Children model behaviour so parents need to be aware of their own 
conduct
Children are moulded and influenced by their environment. The general rule is 
never yell at a child for yelling, never smack a child for hitting and never bite a 
child for biting. It is important for children to see people get angry. However, 
what is more important is that they see what you do when you are angry and how 
you manage those feelings and emotions. This rule applies to your partner, your 
relationship with him/her and the interaction between you both that your child 
sees.

5   Ensure you explain clearly and simply to your children the rules, 
boundaries and consequences
All children need to have clear instructions of what is expected of them. If you 
set a rule ask the child what they understand that rule to mean. If they are old 
enough, ask them if they feel the rule is fair or reasonable. Rather than ask them 
to ‘tidy their room,’ which they could interpret differently, instead ask them 
‘Would you please pick up all your toys and put them in the correct containers, 
then place them on the shelf.’
For more information on Karen Phillip and her new book, please visit www.

whorunsyourhouse.com.

De-amalgamation Report
The process of de-amalgamation is well under way with a raft of work being done to 
ensure that on January 1 next year the new Mareeba Shire Council will be ready to 
service the community.

My role as Transfer Manager is to take the necessary actions to make sure the 
residents of Mareeba Shire have all the services available to them as provided now 
by the Tablelands Regional Council. 

The focus at present is working through the issues associated with:
•  Splitting of assets and liabilities
•   Information Technology: Mareeba will have its own in-house IT systems and 

the consultant’s report is on the TRC website
•   Staff: preparing an interim structure for the staff who will transfer over from 

TRC
•   Services: Identifying the services provided by TRC and the resources required 

to provide those services so that from January 1 Mareeba Shire residents 
receive the same benefits. 

•  Disaster Management - preparing for the next wet and storm season.
•   Issues such as signage, uniforms, stationery, phone numbers, new website, 

office space and specialist equipment.

This week I have completed a series of community information nights to better 
inform residents about the process and the issues involved.

These were timely as I recently received the Transfer List of staff positions and 
names that are to come over to Mareeba Shire and also the Minister announced 
November 9 as the election date.

Staff-wise the numbers are in the lower end of the scale at 247 positions and the 
MSC has managed to retain the majority of staff currently based in the Shire area.

Not everyone is happy, there are a dozen staff from the southern areas required 
to work now in Mareeba and there is a lot of uncertainty until the new Council is in 
place and decides upon the permanent structure and staff numbers. 

The detail can be found on the TRC website under the De-amalgamation link 
where you will find information from the Transfer Committee, the Local Advisory 
Committee and reports to Council.

Rumour Smasher:  This month’s rumour is that the name Mareeba Shire has 
been approved for a change to Savannah Shire. As the elected Council does not exist 
to consider such a change, let alone seek the community’s views on the matter, that 
is not fact – just a rumour.

Email me at: Rod.Ferguson@dlgcrr.qld.gov.au or phone on 4030 3900.

by Rod Ferguson
TRANSFER MANAGER, MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL



SUPPORTING BETTER MEDICINE

KURANDA
MEDICAL CENTRE

cnr Barang and Thongon Streets
Ph: 4093 7118

“Professional Care in Your Community”

Dr Dave Cuming dermatology, paediatrics & minor surgery
Dr Helen Pedgrift general practitioner
Dr Aileen Traves  general practitioner, indigenous health
Dr Alex Lapenga  ACRRM registrar
Dr Deepa Gadhvi  general practitioner
Extra Services:  Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, 

Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm
Kowrowa Clinics every other Wednesday am/pm

Your Guide to Indigenous Health 
at Kuranda Medical Centre

“Stay well with a Health Check”
Keep healthy and strong with a Health Check.  Health Checks are 
for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, adults and the 

elderly.
Kuranda Medical has an experienced Indigenous health worker, 

and Practice Nurses who you can yarn to.  They can help in lots of 
ways to improve your health. These checks are free to you.

Also, if you don’t have a Medicare card, come in and see us. We can 
organise one for you.

Please feel free to come in and book an appointment with me.

See you at the Centre soon, Tania Davis
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Holiday Pet Feeding Service
Are you going away and the 
boarding kennels are full?

Would your pets be happier 
in their own home?

Let me take care of your animals, plants, mail and 
put the bin out, perhaps you just want your

gardens watered instead.
Then let me help.

Mature local woman with references & police clearance certificate.
Servicing Kuranda, Myola, Kowrowa, Speewah and Koah areas.

Phone 0407 242 190
(A.B.N. 384 113 26948)

Vicki’s 
Alterations 

and 
New Creations
Over 30 years’ experience

No Project too big 
or too small.

Reasonable
rates.

Phone
0400 791 345  or  4093 8976

TROPICS

PHONE WES 0448 594 874
FOR A FREE QUOTE

LAWNMOWING SERVICE
Offering highest quality service

at very competitive prices

Servicing:
KURANDA • SPEEWAH • KOAH • MAREEBA

Waking up to the most cheeky, contagious, beautiful smile this planet could offer were 
the most amazing days of my life. Having Kyesha in my life was the icing on the cake 
to everything. She was truly gifted and generated such a wonderful vibe wherever she 
went. Every day spent with Kyesha was certainly a new adventure not only for me, but 
for many as well. Not a day went by where she wasn't dancing around to music, laughing 
her little head off, even if there was nothing to laugh about. And if there was ever a day 
with nothing to laugh or smile about, she'd give the world a reason. She has taught our 
community so much and has been an inspiration to everyone. Thinking back on all of 
our memories and her gorgeous little face makes me smile even more. Racing home 
after school to play games with our siblings was our every afternoon. We'd play every 
afternoon till night. And when night came we'd wait till our mums were asleep and 
make 'chicken in loaf form' sandwiches with a jam doughnut heated in the microwave 
till just right. We'd stay up all night and tell each other our deepest, darkest secrets 
and everything we liked about each other. We never spent more than a few hours apart 
during this period, our friendship was inseparable, I wouldn't even sell it for millions. 
Having Kyesha in my life was such an honour, I cherished every, day, hour, minute and 
second of it. Ahhh if only I could go back in time to the days you were right next to me, I 
would do anything, literally. But for now, I'd like to thank you Kyesha so much for giving 
me the opportunity to be in your life as you were a very big part of mine. I'd like to thank 
you for all the cherished memories, laughs, smiles, hugs, talks and moments we shared 
as I will never forget them. I’ll never forget you and all the things you've taught me. 
I love you to bits girly, xoxoxo

        Chelsea Pitcher

Remembering Kyesha

Kyesha was one of the most unique and outgoing people I have ever met. I 
remember her laugh and her smile. She would always be smiling. That's how we 
all knew her and I personally believe that’s how she should be remembered. For 
anyone who never got the chance to know her, she was as happy as anyone could be 
and one of the most supportive friends. She would have made a great professional 
dancer and if you ever needed her she would be there for you through thick and 
thin. In general, she was just amazing and we will always remember her. 

       Rachael Price



The production of our
local, independent

KURANDA
PAPER

is only made possible by
the revenue received
from our advertisers.

Please support 
our advertisers.

20 Coondoo Street, Kuranda • 4093 9026 
www.artskuranda.asn.net.au

Custom Framing of Prints, Original Art 
Works, Certificates, Photos and more

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FREE DELIVERY TO LOCAL AREA

12 River Street, Kowrowa
Call Jeb 4093 9681 or 0422 638 122

littlegaia@aapt.net.au
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Barron River
Picture Framing

E&OE
We were so ‘site specific’ with the title of our September exhibition at 
Kick Arts, Sentinels 145° 38’ 14.17”E, 16° 50’ 08.63” S  when at the 
very last minute, Henri (God love him), checked the co-ordinates and 
quickly advised that anyone seeking to find the site of the Big Penda 
trees in the Barron Falls National Park by following the advertised 
co-ordinates would end up in someone’s bathroom in Palm Cove. 
Apologies profusely to those enthusiasts and we can now correctly 
announce the new title of the exhibition is Sentinels 145° 38’ 14.17”E, 
16° 50’ 08.63” S.

Each artist's work is the result of thoughtful observation 
and the resulting exhibition is a profound meditation on 
the site. The exhibition will be on show at Kick Arts, Abbott 
Street, Cairns from 6:00pm Friday 27 September until 2nd 
November 2013. We welcome you to the official opening. 
See invitation at left.

Kuranda Festival 19th and 20th October
The Arts Co-op will once again be involved in this wonderful 
community event over the Festival weekend in October. If last year 
is anything to go by, this year will be bigger and better, along with 
many activities inside and outside the gallery in Coondoo Street, 
including demonstrations and performance. Again, the Arts Co-op 
will be sponsoring the children’s colouring-in competition to be 
co-ordinated by the Candlenut Steiner School. Check the Festival 
Program for sites and times.

Also over this Festival weekend, the Arts Co-op will celebrate 16 
years in operation. 

Past and Present is the title of a small local exhibition which 
will be held in our next door Gallery 2. It will feature artwork both 
past and present by our local members. Many artists have completely 
changed course in the past 16 years in the nature of their artwork 
and medium. It will be an interesting feature for those viewers who 
have chartered the path of some of our artists. We believe that the 
artists will surprise themselves too when they 
dig deep in their studios and collections for a 
past artwork.

Meet the Author
Book signing Saturday 19th October
Co-op member Dr Sasi Victoire is an 
internationally respected artist and educator 
who has made this region her home. Her 
passion for building has saved Queenslander 
houses in her endeavour to preserve the 
heritage of Queensland. Sasi has published a number of books 
and two children’s titles, in particular, which will be for sale on 
Saturday, 19th October at the Arts Co-op. Moving House – The 
Queenslander, a house for life is the story of one house saved, 
relocated and lovingly restored. Sasi hopes to instill in children the 
love of Queenslander houses and their value to the community.

Crockee’s Country – More than a crocodile story is a 
delightfully illustrated publication which highlights the adventures 
of a lost baby crocodile looking for her mother through the landmarks 

of Cairns and her meeting with many identifiable 
local characters before she reaches 
the Barron River. Sasi will be 
available to sign and personalise the 
books on this day. This would be a 
great opportunity for very special 
‘stocking filler’ Christmas gifts for 
your children and grandchildren. 
Sasi will also be undertaking 
children’s art activities outside the 
gallery on that day.
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Barry Hodson
FCPA

Certified Practising
Accountant
PO Box 139 Kuranda

Queensland 4881

Tel/Fax: (07) 4093 9770
Mobile: 0418 314 532

Email: bhodsonfcpa@internode.on.net

B & C DONNNACHIE
CONCRETING CONTRACTORS

LIC. NO.: 050953 • QBSA Act 1991

Domestic & Commercial
TABLELANDS • CAIRNS

0408 187 995
Ph/Fax: 4093 9528

6 Butler Drive,
Kuranda

  

  
   

 

Hidden Words
B O O K S H O P

NOW
OPEN

Books for the thoughtful reader
Bottom of Therwine Street, Kuranda

The Bookshop is selling new and used books on:
HISTORY • BIOGRAPHY • SCIENCE • PSYCHOLOGY • POLITICS • RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY • PHILOSOPHY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS • HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE • ARTS & CRAFTS • ANCIENT & MODERN CLASSICS
• NORTH QUEENSLAND AUTHORS • SELF-HELP • GIFT BOOKS

All welcome any weekday, from 10.00am to 4.00pm • May be open at other times or on weekends
PO Box 1010 Kuranda Qld 4881 • Tel: 4093 7120

nicholsonmandalay@msn.com • http://grahamsbahaiblog.blogspot.com

Kuranda District Chamber of Commerce
As we advised last month, the October meeting will be the 2013 AGM.

 DATE:  WEDNESDAY 2ND OCTOBER
 VENUE: THE KURANDA HOTEL
 TIME:  4-30PM

Three nominations were received by the deadline of 18th September 2013.

  President  Rob Matthews
 Vice President    Brad Remmer
  Treasurer/Secretary Mike Took

These nominations are now, as per the constitution, displayed at the Kuranda 
Hotel until the AGM meeting.

It is envisaged that once the formalities of the AGM are dispensed with, we will 
then have a social networking get-together and refreshments will be provided. 

      Mike Took
      Treasurer/Secretary
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Mobil
Koah Roadhouse

4093 7887

Crumbed Fish
Battered Fish

Grilled Fish
Family Hunger Busta

Chicken Gravy Roll
Hamburger

Bacon & Egg Burger
Bacon & Egg Roll
Hamburger Lot

Fish Burger
Fish Burger Lot

Steak Burger
Steak Burger Lot

Whole Large Chicken

IN STORE MONTHLY SPECIALS

Last Order Taken At 7.30pm

Iftiqhar Mobarak
A True Pakistani Aussie

If you have been around the original Kuranda 
markets in the last decade or three, chances are 
you would have seen Iftiqhar and maybe even 
spoken to him. He has been around the place 
since 1981 on and off. He is that big, tall, dark 
haired, eastern looking bloke with a friendly 
smile and welcome. So how did such a person 
come to be living and working in Australia 
given its prevailing “white” history? It makes 
interesting reading.

He was born in Malaysia in the middle of 
the 20th century, a place where there are many 
people descended from the inhabitants of the 
Indian sub-continent. His lineage is Pakistani-
north Indian. His grandfather served in the 
British military and won the VC and received an 
MBE. He was also the fifth ever follower of the 
founder of the Ahmadiyya Islamic sect, Mīrzā 
Ghulām Ahmad, who claimed to be the Mujaddid 
(divine reformer). Ahmadis view him as a 
Caliph. This is regarded by mainstream Muslims 
as a heresy. Part of the founder’s belief was that 
Jesus (Isa) survived crucifixion and later died 
a natural death after having migrated towards 
Kashmir. Ahmadis have often been persecuted. 

Iftiqhar’s father followed in the same 
footsteps as his father and was also awarded the 
MBE. He came out of the sub-continent to settle 
in Malaya under the British, taking the Ahmadi 
message with him. He married Iftiqhar’s mother of Irish-Portuguese-Malay descent. 
There were 11 children. His father was not allowed to build a mosque in Malaya but 
a house of gathering was established near the Batu Caves.

Iftiqhar’s was a disciplined upbringing. One of his brothers was an excellent 
sportsperson, attending three Olympic Games and winning a gold medal at the 
Commonwealth Games. Iftiqhar was educated at Catholic schools and developed an 
independence of mind and an interest in different cultures, the arts and in nature. 
He began his working life in the visual arts, working in a brother’s advertising 
agency. Then he worked for a while on a remote island on the east coast collecting 
fish for aquariums. Saving some money, he set out on travels to Thailand, India, 
Pakistan and up the Afghanistan border areas, mixing with different peoples and 
experiencing their cultures and religions. He developed a love for their scriptures, 
holy places and their rhythms of life. Returning to the south-east, he found work on 
the construction of Changi Airport in Singapore.

In 1981 his curiosity brought him to Australia on a tourist visa. He met and married 
a local girl in Melbourne and had a daughter. He is now a grandfather. Later that 
year he came north to Cairns. He and his wife set up a shop in the original Kuranda 
Markets, selling fashion clothing. They later added a shop in Cairns, “Turtle Stop”, 
which was converted into a café. This continued until 1996 when the two separated. 

He had one other daughter. Then followed what 
Iftiqhar describes as a difficult period, a time 
of confusion and no healing which he does not 
like to talk about. But he came out of this after 
a while, a period of transition into what he calls 
a new universal consciousness based on truth 
and love, karma yoga. It was not based on any 
particular religion but was very accepting and 
peaceful. 

To support himself he spent time collecting 
suitable wood for didgeridoos, but didn’t 
feel this was right. So then he set up another 
Kuranda market shop selling air plants on 
driftwood. As a customer he met his present 
wife Abby, and they had a magical wedding in 
Clohesy River National Park. She also had a 
Market stall, “Jungle Jewels”, and he helped 
by collecting seeds. She gave this up when she 
became pregnant.

They then had the idea of opening a health 
food cafe down the back of the old Markets near 
the mini golf, “Sweet Leaf”, providing delicious 
vegetarian and vegan food and drink, mostly 
organic, using totally local produce. It has been 
a success. There is an eatable garden at the rear. 
They have since added a further shop in the 
arcade nearby, “Bliss Balls”. The family now has 
two young children. 

Iftiqhar has a very philosophical approach 
to life. It is a pleasant, rather romantic approach, living life in the moment through 
body, mind and spirit. He does not follow any particular religion, but is influenced 
both by those of eastern and also middle eastern origins. As a result it is very 
tolerant and accepting. Overall he tends to be pantheistic, the Deity being seen as 
omnipresent, within all life. He accepts all humanity as one great human race, like 
brothers and sisters.

Life has not always been easy for Iftiqhar in Australia. He has experienced more 
than his fair share of discrimination and racism, particularly after 9/11. Sometimes 
he admits he did over-react, but his general approach is to respond with love. To 
those who like to think of Australia as a non-racist country, his experiences would 
suggest at least a subsurface that is opposed to those of a darker complexion and 
appearance. He sees this simply as a form of ignorance. In Kuranda he generally 
feels comfortable as he is well known. I am very happy to call him my brother and to 
be able to profile him.

Graham Nicholson
Hidden Words Bookshop,
Therwine Street, Kuranda
Tel 4093 7120
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The Green Jumping Spider (Mopsus mormon) is a local and one of 
Australia’s largest species.

PhotoGRAPhS: AlAn hendeRSon
www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

W ithout doubt, jumping spiders are the characters of the 
spider world. They are always doing something, swivelling around 

looking this way and that, busily grooming themselves or leaping from leaf 
to leaf in search of prey. They have very distinctive faces and, unlike many 
spiders, actually give you a sense of connection when they look at you. This 
is due to them having extremely large eyes for their size. Of their eight eyes, 
two in particular face forward giving them a cute appearance (to some of us 
at least!)

Jumping spiders are found all over Australia and we have an abundance 
of species within the wet-tropics. Each species is perfectly adapted to the 
environment they live in and their colours and shapes vary accordingly.

Their name comes from their unique ability to propel themselves forward 
– to jump – and they use their special ability for a number of applications. 
Firstly, it is a great way to get around; they can get from one leaf to another 
easily rather than walking ‘the long way’.  Some jumping spiders can jump 
up to 30 times their own body length. They also jump to escape predators, 
but are at their most spectacular when leaping to capture prey. Not only can 
they catch food by flinging themselves at it, they often take on insects many 
times larger than themselves. It is not uncommon to see jumping spiders 
holding onto butterflies or damselflies which dwarf them. 

To catch prey or land on a particular leaf takes a good eye - two, in fact. 
Judging distances accurately is possible due to their two large forward pointing eyes and great 
vision, but it is not just reserved for leaping and catching food. They also use their eyesight 
to identify mates in breeding season, and their mating ritual is quite unique as far as spiders 
go. To identify themselves as Mr Right, male jumping spiders perform elaborate waving and 
dancing routines, which they combine with tapping and body vibrations. If the routine goes 
well, the female will allow the male to approach. If not, she may attack him. Male jumping 
spiders will also have stand-offs with rival males and wave their legs, using their pedipalps 
(feelers) as flags in a show of dominance.

Jumping spiders are wandering hunters, but some do return to a home of sorts. This 
takes the form of a silken retreat constructed on a flat surface such as the underside of a leaf. 
Female jumping spiders will make an egg sac within such a retreat and remain with their eggs 
until they hatch. 

Without potent venom and only having small fangs, jumping spiders are regarded as 
completely harmless to humans. People often only notice these small spiders when they 
accidentally find their way inside, but they are quite common in most backyards and can 
be regularly seen on leafy bushes on warm days. If you have a closer look at one, do not be 
surprised if it turns and looks straight back at you with a cheeky little face and fluffy pedipalps 
waving up and down.

Alan Henderson
Minibeast Wildlife

Cosmophasis bitaeniata, a local jumping spider that preys 
upon Green Tree Ant larvae.
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Sommer
Painting Services

Est. 1995 • QBSA 076195

LONG LIST OF LOCAL REFERENCES

• New Homes/Repaints
• Commercial
• High-pressure Cleaning
• Airless spraying
• Roof restorations
• Sikkens Timber Finishes
• Free quotes

Ralf Sommer
107 Veivers Drive, Speewah

Phone/Fax 4093 0146
Mobile 0413 313 823

For those of you, like me, who haven’t visited the magnificent 
bush walks we have in our area, because you didn’t know where 
they were, now’s the time to take advantage of the information 
the Queensland Parks and Wildlife staff are teaching the 
volunteers at the Kuranda Information Centre.

Recently Robert, Jodie E, Jodie T and Bridget from the 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife took 10 Information volunteers 
in 4WDs to the Clohesy River.

Going toward Mareeba from Kuranda on the Kennedy 
Highway, take a left turn after the Koah petrol station along the 
Clohesy River Road towards Cedar Park. Although the signage 
is quite clear and informative, new signs will be erected in the 
future making it easier for visitors who are travelling from both 
Kuranda and Mareeba to know where to make the turn off in 
plenty of time.

A 4WD is necessary in the wet and when it has been raining, 
like the unusual drizzly winter we had recently, and even in 
the dry season it is still advisable as the water crossings can 
sometimes cause some difficulty. There are eight water crossings. 
If the river is too high on the first crossing, the next crossings 
will be unpassable, and water from the river can cover the figtree 
boardwalk during times of floods.

Why would you make such a trip in the first place? Well 
unbeknown to many, 6k and half an hour from the highway (past 
the turnoff to Cedar Park on the left), is the Clohesy River Fig 
Tree, not only does it rival the fig tree at Yungaburra, but some 
say it is even better. The 300 metre boardwalk was built in the 
mid 90s and is wheelchair friendly. The fig tree that continues to 
capture neighbouring trees is growing at approximately 2 meters 
every 33 years. It is already gigantic and the first host tree has 
completely disappeared, leaving behind a huge cavernous centre 
where I can imagine young children using it as a cubby house 
sharing their giggling secrets. Of course to go inside is way too 
dangerous but it must be tempting to do so in such an isolated 
place. The information sign says that the fig tree is the ‘Death 
that brings life’ and although the host trees do die it leaves 
behind many nooks and crannies where various animals find a 
safe and dry place to live and the fruit from the fig tree itself 
provides food for numerous  animals and birds.

Although logging ceased in 1979-80 it is still possible to see 
the ‘Dulux’ blue paint ringing some of the trees, which because 

of their genetics and beauty, were designated as ‘seed trees’ 
destined not to be cut for the wood market, but as parents to 
populate more outstanding trees in the future. 

Going onto Lake Morris is 12k from the fig tree. There are 
many places for bush walks and picnics; a great place for families.

Another beautiful drive (where you once needed a permit; 
now discontinued),  is Black Mountain Road, where you can 
drive all the way to Julatten. The council maintains the road to 
the turn off to the Aboriginal settlement of Mona Mona and it 
is in very good condition, making it possible to drive without a 
4WD in all but the wettest conditions.

The old Kuranda airstrip is down to the left, and a 2,000 
hectare plantation of pine trees is on the left as well. The trees 
take 30 to 40 years to mature. They are being harvested at the 
moment and the land will be replanted later in the same area. 
Those who live by will have noticed the unaccustomed trucks 
driving back and forth with their heavy loads. 

Black Mountain Road is cassowary habitant, but because 
of the change in the way the rainforest is growing nowadays, 
with numerous creeping vines preventing the passage of the 
cassowaries in the centre of the forest, they can only forage for 
fallen fruit along the river bank and beside the roads. There is 
a need to drive slowly with great care to prevent running into 
these large endangered birds.

It is a 29k drive from the Kennedy Highway to what is known 
locally as ‘Quaid Road’, and the Julatten turn-off  but it is 
impossible to continue on to Julatten without  a 4WD. 

Quaid Road has a gate, making it impossible to travel on 
in a car, but the road is well maintained to standard highway 
conditions, and those who are willing to walk, are in for a 
pleasant surprise if they walk far enough to see the magnificent 
dam built many years ago, and although it is bigger than Tinaroo, 
it doesn’t hold as much water. Locals tell me that there are times 
when the water is so low it is possible to actually walk across.

These two wonderful forest drives are to be the beginning of 
the knowledge that the Queensland Wildlife and Parks personnel 
are going to teach the Information Centre volunteers, and as we 
learn more, I’ll share the information with you all as well, so 
locals as well as visitors can experience the benefits and delights 
that gave us the reason for living in this stunning area in the first 
place.

Tales From The Information Centre
by Marié Boswarva
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Inside My Studio
Interview and Photographs by Toni Rogers

Individuals and groups within Tablelands Regional Council area are invited to 
lodge applications for the first round of funding under the 2013-14 Regional Arts 
Development Fund (RADF Round 11). The fund is a partnership program between 
the Queensland Government and local councils to support professional local arts 
and cultural development in regional Queensland.
Applicants must reside within the Tablelands Regional Council area and funded 
projects must commence only after Council approval (from 1 January 2014). Mareeba 
Shire residents are eligible for this TRC Round 11, and will also be eligible for TRC 
Round 12 (closing 2 May 2014). After TRC Round 12 is completed, Mareeba Shire 
Council is expected to have its own program for Mareeba Shire residents. 
Full guidelines and application forms are available from Council Offices and Libraries. 
Applicants are also encouraged to download forms from the website http://trc.
qld.gov.au/discover/arts-culture/regional-arts-deve  and apply electronically to 
ArtsOfficer@trc.qld.gov.au
It is a requirement of the program that all applicants contact the TRC funding support 
officer before submitting their application. Please call Mark Both on 07 4043 4109.
Applications must be lodged no later than 4.30 pm Friday 1 November 2013.

Tablelands Regional Council ian Church
PO Box 154 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
MAREEBA QLD 4880 www.trc.qld.gov.au

RADF Funding
FIRST ROUND FOR 2013-2014

Marcia Bird is an exhibiting member of the Kuranda Arts Co-op. Her wire 
and natural fibre weavings and her handmade computer component Wearable 
Art speak with a new voice. Her recycled map imagery draws viewers into an 
emotional landscape. Marcia’s artworks are examples of a specialist approach to 
her recycling art form and serve as a testament to her capacity for reinvention 
and fresh interpretation. Many of her pieces are unlike anything we typically 
encounter in our everyday experiences, yet they are still recognisable – objects to 
be experienced and treasured.

Entering Marcia’s studio is like walking into a colourful electrician’s workshop. 
Discarded wires and cords hang artistically from the rafters, assorted coloured 
wires are coiled neatly in preparation for weaving. The benches have assorted 
electric tools, cutters, saws and polishers. Superfluous computer parts are stacked 
neatly awaiting disassembly, awaiting the transformation to an artistic life. A 
treasure chest indeed.

Where is your current studio?
I have a room in my home as well as the use of a large basement in town (Cairns). 
I attend the basement studio every Tuesday, but more if I have the luxury of extra 
time. The nature of my artwork means that I can take it anywhere really, and I love 
to work outdoors whenever possible.

Do you work alone or with others?
Usually alone with my personal artwork and jewellery but I meet regularly with 
the Saltwater Creek Fibre Group – skill sharing. You can see an idea form from 
conversation.

What are the essential features your studio has to 
have?
I need solitude, security and the ability to walk away at the end 
of the day and not have to put away my work. I need electricity 
for tool work – cutting and drilling.

Describe your work pattern – hours/days/weeks. 
I am working every Tuesday in my basement studio and most 
evenings at home. I am never found without some form of 
weaving, reading or research when I am sitting down.

Describe the works you do in your studio.
I create handmade wearable art from computer components, 
woven baskets from recycled wire and natural plant fibres. I do 
a lot of planning, research and experimenting with various and 
available materials.

Why is weaving your chosen medium?
I have always been drawn to 3D artwork, although I have studied painting but have 
never really continued along that line. The abundance and versatility of available 
materials is certainly an attraction. But there is a measured satisfaction derived 
from creating an art piece from a discarded item.

List three things you listen to while working.
When you are working on your own you can choose your own background music.
I listen to Joni Mitchell, Lanie Lane, or to audiobooks. At the moment I am listening 
to “The Age of Innocence”. I also love the everyday background noises. My basement 
studio is near the hospital and I hear ambulances and people walking past. It is then 
that I know that I am not isolated or that I have not cut myself off from the rest of 
the world.

Your favourite tool?
My baling needle would have to be my priority. I use it so often. I make a lot 
of my own threads from natural fibre, paper and wire and they all fit through 
the eye of my baling needle.

How do you identify your work? 
I make swing tags from recycled maps and I handprint details and my name 
on the reverse side. The old maps have become my ‘signature’ and they are 
very readily recognisable.

How do you sell your work?
I am a member of the Kuranda Arts Co-operative and my pieces can be seen 
at the gallery in Coondoo Street. I also have a range in the Cairns Regional 
Gallery Gift Shop and I ‘do’ the Tanks Markets in Cairns.

Do you teach or sell from your studio?
I do not sell or teach from the studio, however I do teaching workshops 
at various locations. Sometimes I advertise the workshops, or they are 

advised by word of mouth.

Do you have any other paid or unpaid jobs?  
I work part-time at Caravonica School in the office and I run a lunchtime art group 
for interested students at the school.

If you could change one thing about your studio what would that be?
I would own it and make it permanent. Although I have been ‘resident’ in the 
basement studio now for two years I am aware that one day I will have to relocate. 
Otherwise, the workspace is perfect for my needs.

If you were not working with visual art what would you be doing?
I would be travelling the world on a shoe string. There are so many colourful 
destinations on my wish list. My ‘signature’ maps are my inspiration.

Mareeba Shire Council
Election Saturday 9 November
The Kuranda Paper, serving the interests of the local 
community, will devote equal space to profiles/policies 
of candidates nominating for the forthcoming Mareeba 
Shire Council elections, at no cost.

Candidates should submit their relevant information, 
not exceeding 300 words, prior to our deadline of Friday 
25 October for publication on Thursday 31 October. 
Candidates can include a self-photograph if desired.
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Koah Automotive
•  LPG installation & repairs
•  Log book servicing
•  EFI diagnostics and servicing
•  General mechanical repairs
•  Airconditioning repairs and servicing
•  Safety Certif icates on cars, trucks and 

trailers
•  We are an Agent for RACQ CTP Insurance 

for unregistered vehicles

Phone 4093 7993 
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881 

Fax 4093 7993

Operated by  
Koah Automotive

You can now pay your RACQ Insurance and 
Road Service renewal at our of f ice.

Our Historic Past Peter Ryle

“Grevilea”: Memories of a Past Era
An article in The Cairns Post of 17 July 1947 announced the official opening on 12 July 
of Grevilea, a youth hostel and holiday home operated by the Methodist Church. 
(The Methodist Church later joined with part of the Presbyterian congregation to 
form the present Uniting Church.) The building was originally constructed as a 
home for Mr. Gummo, who managed sawmills in Cairns.

The official opening was performed by Reverend H.O. Secomb, Secretary-General 
of the Methodist Church of Australasia, and was attended by over 60 people. It was 
held in conjunction with the Methodist Centenary Celebrations. The guests were 
provided with afternoon tea and entertained by a musical programme. A collection 
was taken up to help the Young People’s Department with the costs of establishing 
the facility.

The Cairns Post said “Grevilea is ideally situated as a youth centre and holiday 
home, as Kuranda offered mountain climate, good swimming and world famous 
scenic attractions. In addition, opportunity will be given to approved people to 
spend a restful holiday under ideal conditions at reasonable rates”. 

Grevilea was used throughout the years as a venue for church services for locals 
and visitors. In its first year of operation Grevilea hosted a six-week Christmas 
camp for 64 young people. They came from a variety of places, including Brisbane, 
Ipswich and Rockampton, and many towns in Far North Queensland. The Camp 

Chaplain was Reverend B. Nash of Townsville, and his assistant was Reverend T.A. 
Phillipson of Cairns.

The Youth Centre was also used as a venue for Methodist social groups. In 
September 1948 the Northern District Court of the Order of Knights, a young men’s’ 
group, met at Grevilea for a weekend retreat. Forty young men attended. The Cairns 
Combined Ladies’ Guild also met annually at Grevilea. In December 1950 a group of 
young men from Mareeba held a working bee at Grevilea to assist in the erection of 
a tennis court. They hoped to have the court available before the Christmas camp.

Grevilea was regularly advertised in The Cairns Post for some time as a holiday 
home available to the public:

Spend your next holiday in the pleasant surroundings of Grevilea Methodist 
Home. Rooms available for private letting. 

Grevilea ceased to operate as a holiday camp as social changes took effect. 
Improved transport facilities meant that people could take holidays further from 
home. There was also a sharp decline in church attendance by young people and an 
increase in social independence. The days of young people attending regimented 
holidays under strict supervision had for all practical purposes ended. 

Grevilea, situated at the corner of Barang and Arara streets, finished its days as 
a backpacker’s hostel.
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TOP
OF THE 
RANGE

ROOFING
 All aspects of roofing and

wall cladding
 New Roof and Re-Roof

 Roof Repairs
 Gutters and Downpipes

NO JOB TOO SMALL
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

QBSA 732967

Call CRAIG
4093 8110 • 0409 652 992

Living in KurandaKuranda
Earthworms – Natural Recyclers

antiques
FAIRIES AND JEWELS

2/225 Byrnes St, Mareeba • Ph: 4092 6030

OPEN:
Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-5.00pm

Saturday 9.00am-noon

Buying and Selling Old Wares
and collectibles

Earthworms are only one of nature’s recyclers. They eat our soil and their nutrition 
comes from decaying roots and leaves, animal manures, living organisms such 
as nematodes, protozoans, rotifers, bacteria, fungi in soil, and the decomposing 
remains of other animals. Herbicides, pesticides and household chemicals such as 
salt, or bleach will kill earthworms. 

Earthworms tunneling activity helps aerate the soil. The resulting channels allow 
rain to enter the soil more rapidly, which reduces water runoff, and erosion. This 
helps improve soil structure by creating a loose friable soil more easily penetrated 
by plant roots. 

Earthworms also neutralize soil pH. Their 
odourless excrement, called vermicastings, is always 
closer to neutral than the original soil. The pH in acidic 
soils is lifted, and the pH in alkaline soils is reduced. 
They can produce more compost, in a shorter time, 
than any other method. 
NUTRIENT BENEFITS of worm castings in the soil 
11 times as rich in available potassium = K
5 times as rich in available nitrogen = N 
7 times as rich in available phosphorus = P
3 times as rich in available magnesium
2 times as rich in available carbon 
1 ½ half times as rich in available calcium

NPK ,the 3 numbers on fertiliser bags, are the same 
nutrients required for healthy soils. But earthworms do it better…and organically! 

1,000 earthworms and their offspring, under ideal conditions, could convert 
approx. one ton of organic waste into high yield fertiliser in one year. 

Now that you know the true worth of using earthworms for your plants and 
garden, why throw away your household food waste, when you can make an 
excellent organic product. We humans are also responsible for turning garbage back 
into reusable materials. Your children may already know how to make compost, or 
start an earthworm farm. If they don’t, then please consider this a worthwhile school 
holiday project. 

No need to spend too much money on a brand new plastic worm farm – just start 
with a few items – free polystyrene broccoli boxes from any grocer or supermarket, 
some fly screen, or cloth material as a screen, a collection of earthworm food, some 
bedding material and compost earthworms. DO NOT use the native earthworms 
you find in your garden soil. Ask friends for some composting worms (called Tigers, 
Reds, Blues and African Night Crawlers) or buy them at garden centre. 1,000 worms 
cost approximately $30-$40.
Earthworms by Elaine Magliaro
We have no bones, no shells, no teeth, as well… no lips, no beaks, no chins, no 
cheeks, no horns, no claws, no talons, jaws, no legs, no wings… no fancy things like 
fins or scales or fluffy tails, or blubber like the big blue whales.
We’re soft. We’re small… not much at all. We’re nondescript— but we’re equipped 
to eat your dirt. It doesn’t hurt us...not a bit. In fact, we like the taste of it. We toil 
in soil. We’ve got true grit!

Charles Darwin (1809 –1882) studied earthworms for more than forty years and 
devoted an entire book to them. He said “It may be doubted that there are many 

other animals which have played so important a part in the history of the world as 
have these lowly organized creatures.” 

INSTRUCTIONS: go online. Costa’s video shows how a family can turn 2.5kg 
of green waste each day into nutrient rich organic fertilizer using a worm farm 
and composting system. http://www.sbs.com.au/shows/costa/listings/detail/i/1/
article/6347/Worms-and-Compost

What to feed earthworms:
•   Fruit & vegetable food scraps but not meat, chicken, fish, or seafood
•  Fruit & vegetable peelings and scraps (beware too much orange, lemon peel or 

onions) 
•  Coffee grounds and tea bags
•  Crushed egg shells and torn papier mache egg cartons
• Leftover cooked vegetables and stewed fruit leftovers
• Stale biscuits and cakes • Soaked cardboard or 
newspaper
• Hair clippings and vacuum cleaner dust • Sprinklings 
of saw dust, lawn clippings.
http://permaculturesunshinecoast.org/2013/04/29/
permaculture-urban-simple-worm-farm/
ABC Wormy - http://www.abc.net.au/
creaturefeatures/make/wormfarm.htm
Try a Wormy Experiment - http://tinyurl.com/
nf5jo2x

Or http://www.stemmom.org/2012/10/building-earthworm-home.html 
Check out this book online to show your pre-schoolers How to Make Compost 

Stew by Mary McKenna Siddals. Apple cores, bananas bruised, coffee grounds 
with filters used, dirt clods crumbled, eggshells crushed, fruit pulp left behind, all 
mushed. Now have them finish this A-Z poem.

Need more fun and games learning about natures recyclers? Try these ideas 
http://infohouse.p2ric.org/ref/12/11202.pdf 

Trash hunt. Litter Litter Everywhere Spore prints. The Lorax. Dead Tree & 
Rotting log study. Mushroom Adventure Earthworm Castles Microbe Garden

Mini Composts. Log Tag Tree to ‘Turf’ time machine Recycling Games or Recycled 
toys Crafts from Trash Plastic Bottle Piggy Bank Musical Instruments Make your 
own Paper. Make an earthworm hotel http://www.joeji.com/Worm%20Hotel%20
Booklet.pdf

Gardening Calendar For The Tropics - www.gardenate.com and www.abc.
net.au/gardening/vegieguide 

PLANT ALL YEAR – chilli, beetroot, beans, sweet corn, radish, mustard greens, 
malabar greens, eggplant/aubergine, luffa/loofa, 

Plant–tomato, cucumber, pumpkin, zucchini, sweet potato/kumara (*except 
Christmastime), sweet corn, leeks, squash, silverbeet, celery, celeriac, burdock, 
lettuce carrots, asparagus artichoke amaranth, rockmelon/cantaloupe, watermelon, 
vietnamese mint.
HERBS basil, chives, parsley. Remember they don’t really like soggy, wet conditions.
ASIAN VEGETABLES - www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s2294625.htm

   – kuranda_cares@yahoo.com.au
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Kuranda Constructions
& Building Services

All Carpentry, 
Residential & Commercial 

Renovations,
Extensions & Alterations,

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Decks & Patios,
Metal Roofing,

Maintenance & Repairs,
Insurance & Body Corporate Work

Ben: 0402 92 0135
kurandaconstruct@hotmail.com

BSA: 1146907

SERVICING ALL AREAS

JENSEN JOTTINGS
Jenny Jensen – Division 8 Councillor
TABLELANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

jennyj@trc.qld.gov.au • Ph: 0417 002 046 • Council Office 1300 362 242
Residents are welcome to contact me in regards these or any other matters. 

Your opinions are always welcome.

Until December 31st, the Kuranda District is 
still part of the Tablelands Regional Council 
and I am still your Councillor.
The new Mareeba Shire commences on January 1st. 
Until then, I will continue to represent you and your 
needs. 

Although the “break-up” is happening right now, 
I will be working to make sure that Kuranda projects 
are delivered and that current projects are transitioned 
into the new Council. As you know, I am not a candidate 
for election to the new Council.

It is also no secret that I was not an advocate of 
the de-amalgamation. Since the vote in March, I 
have voiced (all 75% of them) your concerns over de-
amalgamation, but unfortunately the TRC will proceed 
and be split in half at the end of this year. The Kuranda 
District Residents Group have done a magnificent 
job and have left no stone unturned in trying to get 
the Minister to listen to the concerns of the Kuranda 
District. However, de-amalgamation is a reality and 
I urge everyone to now take an active interest in the 
election of the new Council; ask candidates the hard 
questions, be involved in any forums, monitor the new 
Council and demand that you are heard.
Council Elections Saturday 9th November: 
Voting will be in person (not postal). There will be a 
Mayor and six Councillors. The first six candidates 
“first past the post” (no preferences) will be elected. 
There will be no Divisions (Councillors will be elected 
from the whole area, not from one part of the Shire). 
Enrolled?: Check that you are enrolled to vote and if 
not, register by Friday 11th October.
Early Voting (Pre-Poll): Open from Monday 28th 
October until Friday 8th November. 
Postal: You can apply for a Postal Vote from now until 
6th November. 
Polling Booths: Will be at Kuranda and at Speewah.
Enquiries to: ECQ (Electoral Commission of Qld) 
Ph 1300 881 665 www.ecq.qld.gov.au.

You are also welcome to contact me if you have any 
questions.
De-amalgamation Update: The De-amalgamation 
process continues and there is a massive amount of 
work being done to divide up all the services, assets, 
finances, contracts, staff, plant, records, insurances 
etc. etc. Fortnightly reports appear on the TRC website 
along with a list of costs being incurred. The figure 

looks like being around six million dollars. These 
costs will be paid by the new Mareeba Shire Council.  
Enquiries contact: Transfer Manager, Rod Ferguson 
Email: rodf@trc.qld.gov.au Ph: 4043 4930.

During the de-amalgamation process, the TRC has 
acted with great professionalism despite the massive 
workload involved in the split-up and the real impacts 
on the continuing TRC.
Community Grants: Groups need to apply 
NOW for Council Grants: Don't forget to get your 
applications in asap for Council's FIKS (Financial and 
In Kind Support) grants. Your group can apply for up 
to $2000 for activities, projects, equipment, council 
assistance in running events etc... Applications are not 
complicated and do not require hours of submission 
writing. Application forms are on the TRC website. 
Contact TRC FIKS officer Ph: 1300 362 242 or 
4043 4112 Email gwenf@trc.qld.gov.au or info@trc.
qld.gov.au. Please apply soon. 
Kuranda Library: Council has approved more 
opening hours for the Kuranda Library so that the 
Library will open Mondays as well as later hours on 
other days. The costs will hopefully be signed off in 
the budget review in late October. The Library is also 
working on the move to the Community Precinct.

Unfortunately, after de-amalgamation, Libraries 
will not share services across the Tablelands. 
RosCommon: The new toilets and horse arena 
enclosure at Speewah have been well received by 
locals. Roscommon is now a great facility with exercise 
equipment, playground, lights at tennis courts and 
shelter area. Great to see it so well utilised and enjoyed. 
Kuranda Pool: Pool opened in mid September with 
new Lessees Syd and June Cotter. Over the past five 
years, Gary and Linda Davis have done a great job 
of establishing the centre and have worked hard to 
increase the numbers of people using the pool.
New Visitor Information Centre: Latest advice is 
that the tenders for the construction of the new VIC 
are to be advertised on 16th October, closing 11th 
November, with decision by Council on 21st November. 
This will ensure that an official contract is in place 
before Christmas. 

The actual start date of construction work will 
depend on the contractor (and the weather), but should 
be early 2014. 
Roads News: Tenders for reconstruction work 

on Windy Hollow Road have been awarded to GEO 
Construct Pty Ltd for an amount of $318,273.77. The 
funding is NDRRA (Federal funding). Mona Mona 
Road has also had further NDRRA funding approved 
for causeway construction by Greig Constructions. 
Kuranda Festival: Saturday 19th & Sunday 
20th October: A great community event and 
Council has provided $6000 to support the event. 
Tourism Kuranda is leading this event and community 
helpers are most welcome. Contact Marc Sleeman Ph: 
0427 592 203.
TRC Planning Scheme: The State Government has 
advised Council that the new Planning Scheme can only 
be adopted for the continuing TRC and that any parts 
of the planning scheme that apply to the new MSC will 
be passed on, and the new MSC will decide whether to 
accept the draft. The Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme 
(approx. 10 years old) and IPA (Integrated Planning 
Act) will continue to be the basis for the new MSC 
Scheme until such time as a new scheme is adopted 
by MSC. It will depend on the new Council how long 
they take before adopting a new planning scheme. 
I encourage you to take an active interest and have 
the new scheme adopted quickly. It is critical that 
the planning scheme protects and reflects the unique 
characteristics of this district. 
Congratulations: Well done to the Cheerleading 
Team from our Kuranda District State College. What 
a coup...they have won the National Championships! 
Customer Requests System: Requests for Council 
action can be done online either via email to info@trc.
qld.gov.au, or by using the link “Report a Problem” 
on the Council website, or by phone 1300 362 242 
(this number is also the TRC after hours Emergency 
number).
Council Meetings: Council Meetings: October 3rd 
(Mareeba), 17th October (Atherton). Meetings are 
public meetings. Meeting agenda published on the 
TRC website Monday immediately prior to the Council 
Meeting.
Councillor Contact Details: Ph: 0417 002 046 
(mobile is best) or landline 4093 8601.
Please remember to leave a message and your phone 
number. 
Facebook www.facebook.com/Cr.JennyJ
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Daryl's Plumbing
Maintenance

Local to Kuranda

Phone: 0417 232 567
or 4093 9151

Myola • Licenced Plumber

Kuranda Horse and Pony Club

QCWA Kuranda Branch
Following our hectic time of annual meetings and shows, we have had a fairly quiet 
time within our branch and division. Things are back to routine. Just the occasional 
cake, craft stalls and raffles. Speaking of which, we would like to thank all our local 
people who kindly purchased raffle tickets on Election Day. The proceeds will help 
with our community projects.

Results of the Raffle:  
 1st: Sandy (no surname)
 2nd:  Carol Day
 3rd:  Michelle Stroop

A garage sale will be held on 28th September and we hope it will be well attended. We expect to hold a final 
Garage Sale for the year in November (date to be advised).

            Craft lesson for this month is “Scrappy Start”, a great way to use up bits and pieces of material. Craft 
mornings continue on a regular basis plus the craft lesson day each month. Why not come and join us for a 
cuppa, a laugh and even learn some new craft ideas – or show us a new craft. Contact Yvonne on 4093 7016.  

If you are looking to hire our hall for meetings, seminars etc., light catering (morning tea/lunch) can be 
provided. Please contact Sarah on 4093 7599. 

Well the Kuranda Horse and Pony Club 
has had a very busy September. Many of 
the club’s members have been competing 
at several gymkhanas, show jumping and 
one day events with outstanding results – 
most riders coming home with ribbons and 
trophies, and gaining more experience and 
new friends at all events. I feel it’s not always 
about the winning it’s how our members 
show good sportsmanship and enjoy being 
with their best friend, their horse.

On the 15th September the club’s Open 
Horse Sports Fundraiser went really well, 
with a good number of riders and beautiful 
weather. Again we would really like to 
thank our great sponsors that contributed 
in helping make it a successful day.

As you can see in the photos, Kristy 
Lane, one of the Zone 18 Miss Personality 
Quest entrants from our club, is with two of 
our sponsors – Kangazims and The Fudge 
Bar and Tea Room in Kuranda. We’d also 
like to Thank NQ Stockfeed at Smithfield, 
Luminous Lights at the Pier and Gifts from 
Kuranda.

A big thank you to 
everyone who was able 
to help in many ways at 
the Horse Sports, it was 
very much appreciated.

The club is always 
looking to the future so 
at the moment we are 
applying for grants. One 
of the major grants that 
has been in the works 
for a while is having an 
undercover arena so that 
the grounds can be utilised 
at all times of the year. This 
is a huge endeavour but we 
are positive that it can be 
obtained. If anyone would 
like to offer a letter of support 
that would be fabulous and 
can be emailed to me at: 
paulanddi@bigpond.com or 
mail to PO Box 368, Kuranda 4881. The more support 
we get the stronger our chances are.

The first week of October sees two of our riders 
going to Rockhampton to compete at the State event 
Gymkhana, with Sporting , Camp draft and Mounted 
Games. There are 19 riders from the Far Northern 
Pony Clubs going down to battle it out with the rest of 
Queensland. So we wish them well.

 The next club meeting will be held at the 
clubhouse at 6 pm on the 10th October. All members 
are encouraged and welcome to come. Any enquires 
about pony club email me on paulanddi@bigpond.
com 

Till Next Time – Happy Riding,

   Di Curtis, Chief Instructor

Photos: Left Kristy with sponsor Fudge Bar; top 
Earlville presentation; right Freshwater Gymkhana.
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Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
  all types of electrical and marine equipment

Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps and 
hot water systems 

No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au

Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Local  *   Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658
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You’ll notice our 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881   Phone:  4093 8834 
Email:  kurandaconservation@hotmail.com  Website:  www.kurandaconservation.org 

The KCons community nursery is nearly always 
open at 1 Pademelon Lane (cnr Fallon Road and 
Kennedy Hwy). See our UNIQUE DEAL to help you 
choose the right plant for the right place from our 
variety of ferns, screening trees, shade trees, bank 
erosion control plants and cassowary food plants.  

** We have two trailers for hire:  4093 8834 ** 

LEFT:  The Wet Tropics 
Management Authority 
(WTMA) in collaboration 
with Biotropica Australia 
has produced this 2nd 
edition of Repairing the 
Rainforest – a  “must 
have” practical manual 
for anyone interested  in 
planting out their 
property with natives. 
WTMA has donated 50 
copies to us to sell to 
you for $10. 

Buy $50 of plants 
and get this valu-
able book for free. 

Everyone benefits 
Thank you WTMA. 

RIGHT: The nimble 
Graham Bell was on 
the spot to get this 
shot – but who’s 
the real winner:  the 
cane toad or the 
kookaburra?   
Presumably the 
kookaburra in this 
case because it was 
back next day.   
Has it learnt to eat 
the good bits and 
avoid the glands 
with the poison on 
the shoulders of the 
toad? 
Adaption in action. 

PIGS:  We’ve made a real dent in pig numbers in the Jumrum valley 
area (Fallon Road through to Rob Veivers Drive), thanks once again to 
Kalle Oiderman and Steve Larkin.  Kalle’s keeping the numbers down in 
Speewah and we have a number of traps operating in the Kuranda area.  
Please keep us posted – 4093 8834 – so we can keep track. 

SPECIAL EVENT:  SATURDAY 12TH OCTOBER 9am to 12 noon 

 
at 1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda – phone 4093 8834 to book. 

No charge – includes refreshments.  YOU MUST BOOK 

Diary date 
cassowary ID workshop 

12th October 



LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Experienced in
Renovations • New Installations

Bore Pumps • 3 Phase Gear
Generator Changeover • Hot Water Systems

Phone Licensed • Ovens

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Servicing 
Kuranda – Speewah – Koah – Cairns
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Pencil Orchid – Coondoo Street
PHOTOGRAPH BY HELEN DOUGLAS
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UNITING CHURCH
IN AUSTRALIA

Kuranda Faith Community
Meets Second Sunday of the month

4.30 – 5.30pm

KURANDA RECREATION CENTRE
Fallon Road • Ph: 4093 8730

Conversation as Prayer

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, ST SAVIOUR’S KURANDA
Invites you to Worship 

SUNDAY 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

9.30am Family Eucharist
9.30am Sunday School

5.00pm Afternoon Worship
Holy Communion October 6

all other Evening Prayer

TUESDAY
9.00am Holy Communion

SPECIAL SERVICES
Sunday 6 October St Francis Day
9.30am Family Eucharist and the 

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday 13 October St Saviour’s 

Harvest Festival
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

9.30am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Sunday School

5.00pm Evensong
Sunday 20 October

9.30am Kuranda Day Family Eucharist
98th Anniversary of the Dedication of 

St Saviour’s Church

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & 

Saturday

CAKES AND BOOKS
Saturday 5 October,
8.30am-12.00pm

Enquiries: Chris Wright Tel 4093 8735 • Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

St Christopher’s
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Barang Street, Kuranda

Our Sunday Mass held at 6.00pm

Mass: First Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm 

A Thought for October

Need a new washing machine, fridge or other 
essential houshold goods?

NILS
The No Interest Loan Scheme provides interest-free loans for 

individuals or families on low income.
How much can you borrow?

It varies, but usually up to $1,000 and the repayment period is 
up to 2 years.

Who is eligible?
Anyone holding a Health Care Card or Pension Card.

See Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre for more details.

The Kuranda Paper is produced 
on the last Thursday of each 
month except January (11 

editions per year), by the Kuranda Media Association 
Inc. (a registered not-for-profit organisation).
The paper is distributed free to every PO Box and 
household in Kuranda and surrounds, and to selected 
outlets across the Tableland and Cairns.
The paper is produced entirely by volunteer labour – 
typesetting, design and layout, office and accounts 
administration, paper folding etc. We have to pay for 
printing, delivery and distribution, and normal office 
running costs such as rent, phone, insurance, etc. Any 
excess funds raised are distributed to the Community 
through grants and donations as decided by the 
Kuranda Media Association management committee.
The paper exists only through these costs being paid 
for by advertisers. If you are a POTENTIAL ADVERTISER 
please see contact details and pricing on page 2, and 
experience that warm, fuzzy inner feeling that you have 
helped to keep the paper going, and done your bit to 
indirectly assist the community!
And of course, let the thousands of locals and visitors 
know about your business or service. 

Words of Wisdom from my Grandmother

I have at last found the food 
that causes the most grief and 
suffering for years after eating it.  
Wedding Cake.

This month we open our Bible at the Gospel of Mark and read Chapter 9 verses 30-37. Jesus and his disciples 
are passing through Galilee. They were so familiar with this area that they probably took it totally for granted. 

Why not ask ourselves what the equivalent is in our own lives? When do we pass through our Galilees? In what 
areas of life are we totally familiar with everything around us? The drive between home and work? The roads 
where we do our walking? The town we live in? The place we worship? The various circles of people we often 
meet and plan and work with? “He was teaching his disciples.” That phrase can be a reminder that as we pass 
through familiar places, Jesus may be trying to speak within us. Such familiar places can provide opportunities for 
reflection, times for being in the presence of Our Lord.

“The Son of man will be delivered…killed… will rise.” That is what Jesus wanted his disciples to see on that long 
ago day. What may Jesus be saying to us sometimes in our own busy driven lives? What might being delivered, 
being killed, and rising mean for us? Is it possible that Jesus wants us to understand that life is about death and 
resurrection? That does not mean only our actual death. 

It means also the many little deaths we must die in life failures, anxieties, disappointments, hurts, mistakes, 
betrayals, sufferings which every life experiences. Life is about possessing a source of grace by which you and I can 
rise from such little deaths. As we practise the presence of Jesus while moving through the familiar places of our 
lives, we may realize what he wishes us to know above all else.

It is that he can be the source of such grace for us, if we choose to admit him into our lives.
“What were you discussing on the way?” asked Jesus when they were at their journey’s end. They were silent. 

They had been discussing what we spend a lot of time thinking about, whether or not we talk about it. The 
disciples, as do modern disciples, were considering their own positions, their advancement, their ambitions, their 
self-interest. Jesus understands. It is an eternal human preoccupation. Once again he says something he has said 
to them many times, something we ourselves never quite understand. If we wish to be first in the eyes of Jesus, 
we earn that position by being what the world often sees as last. We serve. It is what Jesus himself did. If we are 

prepared to use the familiar circumstances of our daily lives 
as encounters with Jesus, we learn the insights which are at 
the heart of Christian faith.

NEWS FROM ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH
St Saviour’s is gearing up for the Blessing of the Animals 
Service on Sunday 6 October.

 To celebrate the birthday of the patron saint of animals, St 
Francis of Assisi, a special Blessing of the Pets service will be 
held this Sunday, October 6 at St Saviour’s Church.

In 1206 Francis, the wealthy son of a cloth merchant, 
decided to forsake all his worldly possessions and founded 
the order of Franciscan monks. He claimed he found his 
affinity with God through animals, and would often call birds, 
animals and even flowers his brothers and sisters.

Blessing of the Pets coordinator, Chris Wright, said people 
can bring pets of all shapes, sizes and species – as long as they 
are on a leash or in a box or cage. “You don’t have to belong to 
any church to come and join in the fun. Events like this connect 
people in the community who don’t normally see each other 
or have things in common, and that’s fantastic. The event 
gives the community an opportunity to meet together, share 
their common love of animals and make new friendships. It’s 
really about shared humanity.”

The Blessing of the Pets service starts at 9.30am in the area 
at the back of the Church.

St Saviour’s is also gearing up for its Harvest Festival on 
Sunday 13 October with special services.

On Sunday 20 at 9.30am St Saviour’s will celebrate 
Kuranda Day and the 98th Anniversary of the Dedication of St 
Saviour’s Church the service will be followed by morning tea. 



Sunday 6th  October at 4.00 pm
at the Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road

Bring a plate to share.
Subscription for 2013 is $20 per year or $5 for a one-day membership.

For more information ring Garth at 4093 9926
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Trout On Line

Michael Trout MP Member for Barron River
Phone: 4038 2800

Email: barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au

Library Lines
Thursday 26 September is the final date for discounted rates payments: the library will 
accept rate payments up until 4.45 pm on 26 September, 2013. From 27 September 
2013 the full rates amount will be payable.

Kuranda Library would also like to welcome our new Casual Library Assistant, 
Katrina. Katrina will be here to help out in busy times and as a relieving staff member, 
covering for those times when Natasha or I are at meetings or on leave.

Have you recently acquired a smart phone or e-reader, or an Android or Apple 
device? Would you like it to do more than simply make phone calls? There is a sharp 
increase in demand for e-books and e-audio books. What’s the difference, you may 
ask? An e-book is an electronic version of the printed word, while an e-audio book is 
a book you can listen to. This can be a very useful format while walking the dog or out 
for a hike. It’s the ideal answer for someone who may be convalescing either at home 
or in hospital, and perfect if you would like to simply ‘rest your eyes’!

Maybe you have a young person in the family who is a reluctant reader? This new 
reading and/or listening format, which involves using a computer to download a 
chosen title, could help unleash the ‘reading beast’ in your child.

To take advantage of this great new addition to the library service, simply open an 
account in either OCD (One-Click Digital) and/or Bolinda, to give you FREE access 
to a large range of titles. We have all the brochures in the library, giving instructions, 
or you can go to our website www.trc.qld.gov.au/eaudio where you can choose one or 
both options – OCD and/or Bolinda. Why not join both for a greater selection?

Library Hours
Monday – Closed • Tuesday – 11.00 am to 6.00 pm
Wednesday and Thursday – 11.00 am to 5.00 pm

Friday and Saturday – 9.00 am to 12 noon

Kuranda Library and Council Office: Telephone number 4093 9185

Unquestionably one of the biggest issues 
on people’s minds in this area at present is 
the Kuranda Range Road. The fairly recent 
waste truck rollover at the base of the range 
effectively closed the range for most of the 
day, and part of the evening, affecting a huge 

number of people
Although it might have appeared I was quiet on the issue at the 

time, in truth I had no solutions, but listened to 
everyone’s comments, and made some enquiries 
prior to leaving Cairns for PNG to walk the Kokoda 
Trail. Since my return, I have had discussions with a 
number of stakeholders, including the Parliamentary 
Transport Committee, briefing its members on the 
somewhat unique problems we face combating the 
issue of increasing heavy traffic on the Kennedy 
Highway. The biggest obstacle to expansion of the 
Range Road is the World Heritage boundaries.

Several people had suggested opening up the 
Quaid Road. Unfortunately this will not happen. 
Massive works required to make the road suitable 
for heavy traffic became irrelevant when the owner 
informed us he was not interested in progressing 
this idea. 

The Transport Committee have taken numerous 
ideas, and statistics, back to Brisbane, including 
various suggestions regarding the use of the Kuranda 
railway, but I welcome input from my constituents. 
This is not an easy one, by any means. The massive costs involved in 
road construction were a real eye opener and leveller when I became a 
Member of Parliament.

I’ve been up and down the range myself numerous times since 
returning from PNG. Last weekend alone saw me join in the Mona Mona 
service and 100 year celebrations at the community on Saturday, and 
back up the range on Sunday to join Maggie Herbohn and residents of 
Top of the Range for the launch of that Neighbourhood Watch branch. 
The new Committee was formed, and the NHW district takes in Top 
of the Range, Saddle Mountain, Black Mountain Road and right to 
the Barron River. Congratulations Maggie (the elected Chairperson) 
for a well organised function. It was a great turnout and these events 
unite a community – neighbourhood watch meetings are a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know those in your community. Knowing your 
neighbours goes a long way to ensuring everyone’s safety – it’s not just 
about crime, but looking out for your neighbours’ wellbeing in many 
other ways. 

Great news on the health front this week with the State government 
announcing a joint plan with Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and 
Health Service (CHHHS), which sees up to $15 million committed to 
assist the CHHHS meet national targets for timely access to elective 
surgery and shorter waits in emergency departments.

The funding will also help address the critical shortage of acute 
mental health beds with ten beds to be leased at Cairns Clinic and 
staffed by CHHHS mental health employees from as early as November 
this year.

The Cairns Mental Health Acute Care Team will also be extended 
to become a 24-hour service as CHHHS works to address the mental 
health challenges faced by some Far North Queenslanders.

Providing care for mental health clients in a more appropriate 
setting will also improve Cairns Hospital’s ability to treat and admit or 
discharge all patients presenting to the Emergency Department within 
four hours, the required Australian standard.

In addition, a new residential facility to be built in Manunda, to 
assist people with mental illness was announced last Friday.

Construction of the $10 million facility is scheduled to begin 
in November 2013 and be completed within twelve months. The 
Community Care Unit (CCU) will be the first of its kind in the Far North 
and provide accommodation for adults with mental illness who are in 
recovery but require additional support and life skills to successfully 
transition to independent community living. The new architecturally-
designed facility will include 20 one-bedroom villas with common 
rooms and parking areas.

Do check my Facebook site www.facebook.com/barron.river 
for news and opportunities – for example grants information, and 
opportunities to have your say on State government websites. As 
evidenced by the Queensland Plan and recent invitations to comment 
on red tape in business, and the crime survey, the Newman government 
is committed to gaining insight from its residents to drive future 
policies and planning.

Love’s Brother
Angelo Donnini and his younger brother Gino are of 
Italian origin, living in Australia in the 1950s. Angelo 
is insecure, silent and introverted and not at all good-
looking, while Gino is the complete opposite: outgoing, 
funny and handsome. Angelo looks for a wife and writes 
letters to Italian girls in hope of a match. But his letters 
are always returned with his photograph. One day, 
he desperately sends a new letter with a picture of his 
brother to Rosetta, who falls in love instantly with the 
man in the picture and therefore accepts his marriage 
proposal. When she arrives in Australia she is of course 
appalled that Angelo does not look like the man she 
thought she had married. However, she stays, to try to 
gain Gino's affections. But Gino has a girlfriend, Connie, 

a wise and tough girl who knows exactly what she wants. She loves Gino, but wishes he 
possessed more of Angelo's qualities. Though Gino tries to avoid Rosetta, he cannot 
help but eventually fall in love with her. Gino and Connie have an argument and they 
call it quits, and Angelo and Connie start to develop a romance. In the end, Rosetta, 
believing that she has failed to gain Gino's affections, decides to return to Italy with 
the help of Father Alfredo. Gino follows her onto the ship and they embrace. The 
couple then marry. In the final scene of the film, which seems to be few years later, 
it shows the wedding party of Connie and Angelo, while 
Gino is married to Rosetta and they have a newborn baby.

Kokoda
The movie was inspired by the true story of a forward 
patrol led by Lieutenant Sword that found itself cut off 
from supply at the beginning of the battle for Isurava. After 
many frightening days making their way back to Isurava 
with no food, carrying the wounded and suffering from 
the effects of tropical diseases, they emerged from the 
jungle near Alola. Upon hearing that the 39th Battalion 
was about to be overrun, they joined a party of severely 
wounded men and made their way back to the battle.
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Dale Mattsson – Backhoe Hire
EXPERIENCED OWNER OPERATOR

Servicing Kuranda & Surrounds
FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING NEEDS

Phone Dale 
0419 684 549
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VOLUNTEER PEER EDUCATORS WANTED!
Are you passionate about creating equity 

and empowerment for young people
in Kuranda?

Youth Link is offering a Volunteer Peer Education 
Program working with young people aged  12-24. 

We require 8 positive people to join 
our friendly team.

You need to:
 Be able to commit 1 day per week 

( Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri or Sat)
 Have a passion for youth work

 Enjoy working in a team
 Be able to obtain blue card 

 Any age 
The program will run from October 2013- April 2014

Please send a brief email of interest to:
cre8altern8ives@gmail.com

or phone 4031 61 79 for more information 
(Lara or Daniel)

CLOSING DATE – Close of business 03.10.13

Sandy Kelly, Kuranda resident, has been 
selected as a State finalist in the Care and 
Compassion category of the 2013 Pride of 
Australia Awards and will travel to Brisbane 
on Award Night September 29th.

The Pride of Australia Awards recognise 
the often unsung and retiring everyday heroes 
who contribute so much of their time and 
energies to make our communities and the 
world a better place. No fat cats here for gongs 
but your average everyday sheilas and blokes! 

Sandy was nominated by one of her 
students, who wanted to acknowledge Sandy's 
untiring efforts in bringing professional 
training to remote Indigenous communities. 
As well, Sandy has volunteered community 
development work in Samoa and a continued 
commitment to Aid Work in Cambodia.

Also nominated for the Environment finals 
is Dr Karen Coombes, another Tablelander, 
who established the first Lumholtz Tree-
kangaroo hospital and continues to educate 
the community on rare and threatened species 
through seminars and writing children's 
books.

Thanks to you both for your caring and 
inspiring all of us to make a contribution back 
to our communites and to making the world a 
better place. 

   Peter North

tree pruning & removal
palm maintenance

stump grinding
woodchip & mulch supplies

arborist reports

CALL LEO NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

0 4 1 2  1 7 3  3 5 2

“We live local,
work local and 
employ local.”

Care, Compassion & 
Conservation

Locals Selected in State Finals



If someone in your 
family has a drinking 
problem, you can see 

what it is doing to 
them, but can you see 

what it is doing to you?

Al-Anon
can help you!

MEETINGS IN KURANDA,
SMITHFIELD, CAIRNS

Phone Kate 4093 9668
1300 ALANON

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
For a limited time the Kuranda Paper will accept your 

Classifieds up to 30 words FOR FREE.
(Classifieds over 30 words, 25c per word.)

Email to mail@kurandapaper.com
Post to PO Box 66 Kuranda 4881

Drop into office during production week (address p. 2)
October Stars
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Kuranda Transfer Station
Opening Times

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
8.00am to 5.00pm

Kuranda Branch Library and Council Office
4–12 Thoree Street • Phone 4093 9185

www.library.muc.qld.gov.au
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Closed
11am–6pm
11am–5pm

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11am–5pm
9am–12noon
9am–12noon

NO COUNCIL SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Convenience and Take Away Store located 
15 minutes west of Kuranda. Quiet rural setting. A 
good business with a regular income guaranteed, 
with jobs for the family. A long lease is available. 
Current owner of five years selling due to changed 
family circumstances. WIWO. SAV. POA. Contact 
by email: sales14@outlo0k.com.au

Kuranda Rainforest Coffee Opposite Post 
Office. Looking after locals. Same great local 
coffee from $3, also serving Aussie tea!

Peaceful, happy couple, with well behaved 
dog, looking for a house or flat share in Kuranda. 
Walking or cycling distance to the markets. 
Contact creationsbyinnerlight@gmail.com 
namaste.

For Sale. 14.5 HP John Deere Sabre Motor 
Mower. Goes well but is surplus to requirements. 
$1,000 ONO Ph 4093 7511.

Ethnic Reserved man, 61, Capricorn, single, 
seeks Virgo, Taurus, Libra or Pisces lady, any age 
for friendship/company. PO Box 690 Atherton 
4883.

Saturday 5 October: 8.00-15.00 Plant sale: 
10 varieties cordyline cuttings; agaves. Orders 
available: 40 939 332. Toro Zeroturn Ride-on 
Mower and garage sale. 12 Greenhills Road.

Garden Sale: Sunday 6 October. Bargains 
from our great big garden. Bromeliads from $2, 
tropical foliage, big bundles of cuttings $5. Free 
advice on how to grow your own plants and save. 
Phone 4093 7297. If we’re out in the garden 
please leave a message.

Rainfall 26/8/2013 to 22/9/2013 – 90mm

Justice of the Peace
(QUALIFIED)

Please phone for appointment or leave a message, 
and I will get back to you.

Telephone 4093 8780 Karen McLaren
FREE SERVICE

QCWA Garage sale
Saturday 27th September at the hall 

8:00am to noon.
Tables available.

Call Sarah on

4093 7599

Last month we looked at the Federal election and leaned 
to the left. The cosmos took a different view. Overall the 
voting showed an almost perfect 33% split for LNP; ALP; 
and minority groups. A grand trine in fact. Exactly what 
the star patterns have been showing for some weeks. As 
above, so below and it’s still unfolding.

Now to October.
The New Moon on the 5th October has a beautiful 

Libran balance, the Sun and Moon under the influence 
of a gentle, artistic Venus, herself in intense, passionate, 
Scorpio. Pull all those influences together and we have 
a month of deep passion: creative ideas flowing, love 
finding intense levers of expression and balance and 
harmony, like water flowing, finding its own level. No 
holding it back now.

As the Moon and Venus both move into Sagittarius on 
8th October, all things nurturing, female and sensitive 
find freedom of expression. A general sense of optimism 
and all being well, compromise solutions which satisfy 
both sides.

Mars into Virgo on 15th Ocotober – a sacred meeting 
of the warrior and the high priestess – purification, 
blessing, and dedication for those aspects of life which 
can merge warrior energy with sacred ideals. For 
spiritual seekers this can be a time of profound insights 
and visioning clear pathways. For mundane endeavours, 
sharpening weapons and tools and dedicating them 
to the challenge ahead. With a Piscean Moon trining 
Jupiter in Cancer, the waters flow very deep and strong. 
Follow the tide, your deepest instincts should be all you 
need to navigate with.

Again on 23rd October with the Sun into Scorpio and 
a Cancer Moon aligning with Jupiter, the deep emotional 
currents flow strongly. Passion lighting the desire to 
create and nurture with strong expansive confidence. 
Again with intuition as the guide. Yes, these are deep 
waters, rich in nutrients and wide as the sky. 

It seems that much is being washed away, debris is 
clearing and sparkling bedrock is being revealed. Saturn, 
Uranus and Pluto all in aspect as the cleansing process 
builds momentum.

The full Moon on 19th October creates an annular 
Lunar Eclipse – around 10 am local time so we won’t 
see it, but it carries us into the next Eclipse cycle along 
the Libra – Aries axis. Major changes in relationships 
balance between warring parties and some very exciting 
new initiatives in those areas. Especially as there is a 
Mars-Neptune opposition at the same time.

Mars & Neptune archetype victim – aggressor; 
winner – loser; warrior - peacemaker and masculine-
feminine. What might this portend on a personal and 
global level? Syria immediately comes to mind, in fact 
every conflict situation is highlighted. Keep in mind that 
eclipses influence the next 6 months and there is also a 
Mercury trine Jupiter in the water signs and Mercury is 
stationary. This speaks profoundly of positive, fertile, 
communication, negotiation and resolution. Good news 
in fact.

The month ends with a Mars-Uranus hard aspect – 
explosive change with the forces of moderation having 
the stronger hand and the young, revolutionary forces 
being guided and earthed in service.

An interesting end to the month.

       Blessings  Rob Hart
  Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
  Kuranda Heritage Markets

  Ph. (07) 4093 0218 



Every  Sat    Kuranda Envirocare Tree Planting, Ph 4093 9926  for details or
  check website www.envirocare.org.au 
1st Sat     Garden Group 2.00pm Ph David or Graham 4093 9492
Every Sun A.A. CWA Hall 10.30am Ph 4093 7599
  Speewah Country Market 8.00am to 2.00pm 4093 0361 
  Yoga with Aileen 10.00am Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen  
  4093 7401
3rd Sun Kuranda Film Society 4.00pm to 8.00pm, Kuranda  Recreation  
  Centre Ph  Garth 4093 9926
2nd Sun Uniting Church  Recreation Centre 4.30 pm, Krishna 4093 8730
Every Mon. Acappella Singing 7.15-8.45pm
 Kids Aerial Circus with Louise Kohn. Bookings essential at the  

Amphitheatre 3.30 pm, 0424 928 917
  Kurandacoots adult circus jam  Amphitheatre at 6.30 pm. Bring  
  any circus toys. 
  Yoga – Gentle 8.15am for 8.30 start. Energise your life with HALS  
  (Health across the Life Span) QCWA Hall, Phone Aileen 4093 7401 or  
  Sheila 4093 7617
3rd Mon KNC Management Committee Meeting 6.00pm Rob Veivers
 Drive Ph 4093 8933
Every Tues, Al-Anon Family Groups 6.00pm 
Wed & Fri Ph Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON

Karate at CWA Hall Kuranda 6.15pm to 7.15pm for more info call
Geoff 4093 7380

 Koah Sports & Social Club 7.30pm Barbara La Baysse 4093 7026
Every Tue Tribal Bellydance at Kuranda Community Precinct.
  Ph Lisa 0409 367 967.
  Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
  Ph 0437 438 196
   8 Ball  7.00pm at Kuranda Recreation Centre
2nd Tue Tourism Kuranda meets behind St Saviour’s Church.
  Kuranda SES Training, 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.   
  Contact James Partridge 0402 119 642
2nd & 4th Tue Mareeba Toastmasters meets 7.30-9.30pm, Mareeba RSL.   
  Phone Fran 4093 7288 or Joe 4092 2089. Guests welcome.
Every Wed Yoga 6.00 pm Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen 4093 7401
  Lifeline Counselling at KNC (appointment necessary)
  Craft and Social Morning at QCWA hall 9.00am 

Kuranda Playgroup 9.30am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
New families please phone Lynda 4093 0891 or 0410 337 932.
Weekly Meditations/Reflections 7.00pm at The Hidden Words 
Bookshop, bottom of Therwine Street.
Karate at Koah Hall 6.15pm-7.15pm for more info call Geoff 
4093 7380

  Mah Jong  at KNC  1.00 to 4.00pm. All welcome
  *New* Wing Chun (Kung Fu) The Amphitheatre 6.30 to 7.30pm. 
  Ph Kurt Golden 0400 772 645
  Yoga for kids. Limited places. Please phone 4093 8283 
1st Wed  Kuranda Interagency Network Meeting 2.00pm at KNC
  Kuranda and District Chamber of Commerce 4.30pm  Kuranda Hotel
2nd Wed QCWA meeting 12.30pm at Hall Ph 4093 7016 
  Kuranda and Environs Community Alliance Group –   
  10.00am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
Every Thur Rotary 6.00pm Kuranda Hotel/Motel Ph 4093 7206
 Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
 Ph 0437 438 196
  Capoeira Training and Roda. 7-8:30pm.  Phone Ole 0468 408 963
  Kuranda Rangers Soccer: casual post-season training 4.00-5.30  
  Gary 4093 8399
 Kurandacoots Adult Circus Jam at the Amphitheatre 6.30pm
2nd Thur  Ambulance 7.30pm Ambulance  Centre, Fallon Road 

CONTRIBUTORS: PLEASE CHECK DETAILS AND ADVISE CHANGES

Permits required for ALL fires

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FIRE or other emergencies – please phone 000

SES Flood or Storm emergencies – please phone 132 500

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
Davies Creek
Koah
Kuranda
Myola
Speewah

4093 3181
4093 7006
0408 077 746
4093 7190 / 0408 151 199
4093 0211

Lloyd
Peter
Nick
Duncan
John

          Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 To: Speewah  
  Koah  
    
     
 Ex: Koah  
    
    
 Ex: Speewah
    
    

*SCHOOL DAYS ONLY              # BOOKING REQUIRED
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

Departs Bus Stop “D” Lake Street Transit Mall, City Place, Cairns
                                                       Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 Departs Kuranda        
 
       
        
 

*1510 from Smithfield to Koah Mon to Fri SCHOOL DAYS ONLY
  Departs Cairns  
           
   
       

All services except 1000 go to Speewah & Koah if required
**Mareeba

# Via Caravonica, Redlynch, Raintrees, Westcourt, TAFE, Cairns City
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

JOHN’S KURANDA BUS
“The Local Bus”

 Tel John 0418 772 953

0900

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

0900
1300

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1000

1645
#0815

#0820

#0720
1330
1530

#0720
0900
1130
1330
1530

0830
1530

**0825
1710

0825
1000
1230
1710

0930
**1615

Community Calendar
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Kuranda Kuranda Kuranda Kuranda 7 Weir Road (Intake Road) 

For Sale on behalf of The Public TrusteeFor Sale on behalf of The Public TrusteeFor Sale on behalf of The Public TrusteeFor Sale on behalf of The Public Trustee    
This beautifully unique home features exquisite use of natural timbers and a design which truly 
embraces its pristine natural setting. Will certainly be a sensational buy! The prior owner of the 
property was environmental campaigner and much loved local community figure Dianne   
Horsburg. Her dream was to build a house that was as close to nature without damaging the 
forest which she certainly achieved in this amazing home. 8,116m² with seasonal flowing 
creek and footbridge, distinctly unique with plenty of scope for further creativity. A private and 
secluded setting yet located just a short drive to local Kuranda village centre. A must inspect! 

3                              2                             1                    

Auction 
On-Site 11am Sat 5th October 
 
View Saturday & Sunday 2:00 - 2:45pm 
 
PETER MUSSO 0425 713 700 
peter.musso@raywhite.com 
 
Ray White Smithfield  07 4038 9200 

claire souter GALLERY at Kuranda

Gallery hours Wednesday–Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm • Settlement Building, Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda

Invites You
to the opening of our

Third Biennial
Gallery Painters Exhibition

on

Saturday 19 October 1.00pm
in conjunction with the

Kuranda Festival
The painters will be demonstrating their skills in the gallery 
and on the verandah during Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th

– Champagne &

nibbles –

To be opened by local 
identity

Sue Van Cuylenberg

Details of paintings by Claire Souter


