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The Kuranda Paper wishes to thank all our volunteers, contributors, advertisers and readers for your support and good will
throughout 2021—our 30th birthday year. It really is most appreciated.
We will be taking a well-earned break, but will be back with issue #339 at the end of January 2022.
We wish everyone a safe and joyous Festive Season and a prosperous New Year. There is no doubt that this year has been
a challenge in many ways for our community. Yet we still have so much to be grateful for, our beautiful surroundings, our
families and friends, our neighbours.
In a small community like ours, each person has the capacity to make a real difference. Even though time is a continuum,
the idea of a 'new' year presents an opportunity for dreams, resolutions and revelations.
Many local community groups are in need of the difference one person can make.
Supporting a local business, artist, musician can keep that skill alive, or product available locally, possibly even keep
someone in a job.
In the words of the poet Mary Oliver...
"Tell me, what is it you plan to do,
With your one wild and precious life?"
You could do a lot worse than giving a bit of your time, skills and passion to your community. Your community will
appreciate it, and any volunteer will tell you there are great benefits to giving, sharing, and collaborating. This is how
friendships are made, and this is how valuable community assets such as the Kuranda Amphitheatre, the Kuranda Recreation
Centre, the Neighbourhood Centre, our emergency services and environmental groups (and our/your community newspaper)
are created. Why not consider making 2022 the year you make a change in your life, and others.
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Please keep letters to
under 250 words. All
letters are subject to
editing. Anonymous
letters or those of
doubtful origin may not
be published. Correct
name, address and
phone numbers are to
be submitted with your
letter.

LETTERS

We welcome your letters via email or post

07 4093 8942
mail@kurandapaper.com

KURANDA RECREATION CENTRE
NEEDS YOUR HELP

Shop 2, The Red House Arcade,
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda
PO Box 66, Kuranda Q 4881
kurandapaper.com
The Kuranda Paper
Printed by North Queensland
Newspapers, Townsville
Circulation: 4,800 Cost: FREE
Please direct all contributions and
advertising via email to
mail@kurandapaper.com
Conditions apply. All articles submitted
will be printed at the discretion of
the Management Committee and
Production Team and may be subject
to editorial changes.
The Management Committee of
The Kuranda Media Association Inc.
(KMA) does not accept responsibility
for financial, health or other claims
published in The Kuranda Paper. Factual
errors in material submitted are the
responsibility of the contributor.
All submissions received, including
photographs, are deemed to be
authorised for publication by the
contributor.
The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is
a not-for-profit voluntary association
est.1991. Advertising revenue from The
Kuranda Paper enables us to provide this
community resource, which supports
local community groups and projects.
Our stated objectives are to provide
a means of open communication in
order to foster the spirit of community
involvement and reflect the aspirations
of the residents of the Kuranda area.
Note: Views expressed in The Kuranda
Paper, including letters, do not
necessarily reflect the views held by the
KMA Management Committee.
KMA Management Committee 2021
President: Krishna Buhler
Vice President: Nettie O’Connell
Secretary: Trish Green
Treasurer: Gayle Hannah
Members Representative: Toni Rogers
Paper Production this edition: Nettie
O Design (layout and design), Gayle
Hannah, Toni Rogers and Garth Owen
(proofreading). Thanks to all our
volunteers including our paper folders.
Thanks to all contributors, advertisers
and distributors.

DEADLINES

February Edition 339/2022
All copy and advertisements
due by 10am
Thursday 20 January 2022
Paper published
Thursday 27 January 2022
Management is not responsible for
any copy missing deadline.
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The Kuranda Recreation Centre (KRC) needs your help!
The KRC has a long history originally starting out as the home of the
Kuranda RSL in the early 1990s, then a bowls club. After a hiatus of a
few years, the Centre was reinvigorated in 2009 thanks to proactive
community members who worked on a ‘Development Plan’ to bring the
venue back to life.
In 2019, the KRC (in its current form) celebrated 10 years of sustained
growth. Over the years, the Centre has provided the community with
many enjoyable functions including an active restaurant as well as hosting
many hirers as diverse as Tai Chi, Pilates, Yoga and Kung Fu to name a
few. The Centre is also the home of the Kuranda Rangers Football Club
and Kuranda 8 Ball Association.
This year, the Mareeba Shire Council undertook compliance works
to meet regulations, and as a result we now have a 10-year lease on the
Centre.
Whilst COVID-19 has impacted us all, the KRC is no different with
intermittent closures since March 2020. However, our greatest challenge
now is getting new volunteers!
Change is constant and the personal circumstances of the existing
committee have also changed. This valuable community asset is at risk of
being lost without new volunteers to help run it.
We've seen the Kuranda population grow with new folk choosing to
live in our community, so we are reaching out to new and old residents to
lend a hand to keep the KRC open.
We need YOU! More volunteers are required and a new committee
is needed for 2022! Please get involved as we are sure you value your
community! Without your assistance, there may be a need to ask Council
to look for a new lessee!
We trust there will be a positive response in reaching out to you all.

SCHOOL BUS SERVICE BETWEEN KURANDA AND
SMITHFIELD HIGH SCHOOLS
Seeking expressions of interest from parents who have (or will have) kids
travelling from Kuranda to Smithfield-based high schools i.e. Smithfield
State High and Newman Catholic College in 2022.
Earlier this year the bus service from Kuranda to Smithfield State
High was cancelled, thus meaning parents had to make alternative
arrangements. The TransNorth service can be problematic with a bus
change at the shopping centre onto a Translink service, and the times
don't align well with the school hours.
In order to secure a bus service, we need to give bus companies an
indication of passenger numbers.
If you are interested in this service, please provide the following:
• Student name
• Student year level in 2022
• School attending (Smithfield State High or Newman Catholic
College)
• Parent name, phone and email
These numbers will be used when approaching bus companies to see
if they can provide this service on a 'pay as you go' basis. Those going to
Newman Catholic College students can apparently apply for a Qld Catholic
Education Commission subsidy for the bus service.
Please email me artwork@nettieodesign.com by 6 December and then
I can see what options we have open to us.
Nettie O'Connell, Kuranda
The Kuranda Media Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the
traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We pay
our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present. The Kuranda Media
Association is committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters
and seas and their rich contribution to society.
Advertisers
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All artwork, images and logos to be
supplied in high resolution (300dpi),
CMYK colour mode, and in the correct
size (see left for advertisement sizes).
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NOTICE OF AGM
10am Sunday 23rd January 2022

Mike Richardson, President Kuranda Recreation Centre

Advertisement sizes and rates
A – 262x380 (full page)
B – 174x380 (dominant)
C – 129x380 (1/2 page vertical)
D – 262x188 (1/2 page horiz)
E – 85x380 (1/3 page vertical)
F – 129x188 (1/4 page)
G – 262x124 (large strip)
H – 262x60 (small strip)
I – 129x124 		
J – 85x188			
K – 85x124		
L – 85x60 (business card)

Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations

Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.
In-house design services are available for
an additional fee.
Advertisements booked for 3 months and
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10%
discount.
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Nyuwarri Estate (old Ngoombi farm), Kennedy Highway, Kuranda.

Combined AGM for all Djabugay Corporations
Phone 4093 8116 for more information

Cover Masthead
Our masthead this month is taken from a photograph by Gillian
Marie, Kuranda. This colourful Rainbow Lorikeet feasting on Black
Bean (Castanospermum australe) blossums was a reminder that
Christmas is not away

Stockists – A free copy is delivered to every postal box
and street mail delivery in the Kuranda district (postcode 4881). If you don’t receive a copy please contact
the Kuranda Post Office.
The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed
online at kurandapaper.com, along with back issues. In
addition you can pick up a hard copy of The Kuranda
Paper at the following outlets:
KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob
Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo St),

Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Kuranda Foodworks
(Thongon St), BP Service Station, Annabel's Pies
(Therwine St).
KURANDA DISTRICT: Speewah Service Station, Koah Service
Station, Oak Forest Takeout.
MAREEBA: Piagno’s News (Byrnes St), Mareeba Heritage
Museum & Visitor Information Centre (Byrnes St),
Mareeba News (Byrnes St)
TOLGA: The Humpy
ATHERTON: Atherton IGA (Silo Shopping Centre)
SMITHFIELD: Totem Clothing (Smithfield Shopping Centre),
Smithfield Library
CAIRNS: Cairns Library

KURANDA READY
TO CELEBRATE!
11 DECEMBER 2021
Kuranda Traders Association

It's hard to believe that our Kuranda HEARTbeats & Twilight Trading event is just around
the corner on Saturday 11 December! Our promotions are in full swing across our social
media platforms, as well as posters being distributed around the district. Our corflutes
have also popped up along roadsides. Our Black Star radio advertising is ready to go, along
with newspaper advertising. We're getting lots of engagement across the board and the
majority of businesses in the Village have agreed to open for late trading — perfect timing
for Christmas gift shopping. Please support our local businesses and choose to spend your
Christmas dollars locally.
As well as shopping, there will be a day full of music and art. See program below for the
different musicians playing around the Village throughout the day and concluding with
music in Centenary Park. We are also offering up the main stage for an Open Mic session for
any local talent to perform and strut their stuff! This will be managed by one of our headline
acts, Water Streets, who will also mentor any young talent who'd like to perform – quite
an opportunity for our young musos. Check out the Kuranda Traders Facebook page for
information on all the acts. We're just a little bit excited!
Local artists will also be out showcasing their art including the Kuranda Arts Co-op who
will have a pop-up shop on the opposite corner of their gallery on Thongon and Coondoo
Streets. Didi La Baÿsse's newly renovated gallery, and the Terra Nova Gallery will be open
with a great selection of local artwork, Henri Hunsinger will be displaying work at Cafè
Mandala, and not to forget the amazing creatives in the Kuranda Original Markets. For
something different, local artists David Stacey and Kirty Bell will be joining forces and
creating something magical on canvas, with a live painting exhibition at the Heritage
Markets from 5–7pm (the art will be available to purchase through a silent auction).
Our Fairy Jenny has also been busy and will once again be doing a special musical themed
Magic Quest! Look for the handcrafted native animals 'jamming' throughout the Village.
Generous Kuranda businesses have donated a swag of vouchers – see list on right. To be in
the draw, children must complete the Quest and submit their answers at The Magical Lane
in the Original Markets. The Quest runs from 10am to 5pm and the winner will be drawn at
7pm on the main stage...and if the winner is not present, it will be redrawn!
There will also be a large array of Kuranda's best food outlets open on the night. To avoid
disappointment, contact your favourite eatery beforehand to see if you need to book for the
night.
We thank Mareeba Shire Council for their financial support to ensure all artists and support
crew are paid for this event. This event is about bringing Kuranda together to celebrate as a
'community' and toast the end of 2021...another tough year, but we made it!
A special thank you goes to our Event Planner, Ashley De La Plaza, for her outstanding
coordination of the event and chasing up all the required permits. Thanks also to Lawry
Goodwin for coordinating the music acts.
So please get along to Kuranda HEARTbeats & Twilight Trading to enjoy the music, art, festive
vibes, and don’t forget to bring your gift list — see just how much can be filled by local
offerings. See you on Saturday 11 December.
We'd also like to take this opportunity to wish all of Kuranda businesses and residents a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
KTA Wrap Up for 2021
As we come to the end of 2021, we're pleased to advise that our membership is strong
and has grown from last year's numbers. A big welcome and thank you to all of our new
members — your support is vital and much appreciated. Thank you to our members for
taking part in the KTA from its inception and the dedicated committee who continue to fight
to keep Kuranda a viable tourism destination.
Next General Meeting
Our final General Meeting is on 9 December at 4pm at the Barron Falls Hotel. All welcome.
Please get in touch with us at kta@kuranda.org
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PROGRAM

12-1pm Toshi @ Sprout
1-3pm Clifford de Silva @ Arts Co-op
2-5pm Lunar @ Annabel's Pies
3-4pm Blue Reed @ Sprout
4.30-6.30pm Joy Zahner (harpist)
@ Just Gorgeous
5-5.30pm Honey & Spice Ukelele
Group @ outside St Saviour's Church
5-7pm Cinnamon Sun
@ Frogs Restaurant
5-7pm Open Mic @ Main Stage
hosted by Water Streets
7pm HEARTbeats Quest draw
@ Main Stage

7pm Zaynab Wilson @ Main Stage
7.15pm Pássaros Do Paraíso
Cairns Samba Dancers
@ Frogs Restaurant
7.40pm Pássaros Do Paraíso
Cairns Samba Dancers
@ Main Stage
7.45pm Koahlition @ Main Stage
8.30pm Diggis @ Main Stage
9pm Water Streets @ Main Stage
LIVE ART 5-7pm David Stacey &
Kirty Bell @ Heritage Markets
ARTS CO-OP POP-UP SHOP from
10am @ Cnr Thongon & Coondoo St

Art Galleries open all day!

HEARTbeats Quest voucher
donations. Thank you to:
Golden Drop
Tantrika
Riley's Cafe & Bar
Kuranda Candy Kitchen
Zaphire
Monsoon Leather
Ceti Bath Shop
Australia Art
Big Forest Cafe
Rare Eath Oils
Rainbow Reef Opals & Souvenirs
Just Gorgeous
The Magical Lane
Kuranda Koala Gardens
Birdworld Kuranda
Petite Cafe
Frozen Nature
Kuranda Riverboat
Cosmogyralista
Purple Chilli
Cove Bath & Body
Get Funked
JUDD comics
La Fonda Latina
Bizzare
Hayabusa of Kuranda
Busk Japanese Tea House
Kuranda Bubble Tea
Kuranda Vikings
Vittoria's Emporium
Bugzy Bubblebee
The Three Crows
Reflexology Kuranda
Cassowary Cafe
Seekahz Psychic Readings
Quantum Healingz
Heal of the Hand
Morning Star Presents
Honey House Kuranda
Emu Ridge Gallery
B Gifted
Tranquility Beauty & Spa
Art of ION
Tarot Card reading by Janine
Beauty and the Beast
Silver Chain
Terra Nova Gallery
Annabel's Pies Kuranda
Cafe Suzi
Stones Down Under
Heritage Markets Books
Crystal Hair Wraps
Kuranda Gelato
100% Quality Local Produce
Frogs Restaurant
David H Stacey Gallery
Tarot Card Reading by Rob Hart
Jungle Soul
Vines Hair Design
Goji Grill
V People Clothing & Accessories
Cafè Mandala
Didi La Baysse Art Studio & Gallery
Sprout Juice & Coffee Bar
BILAS by Jaia
Tropical Pulse
The T-Shirt Shop
Syntropica
Opal House Kuranda
Tonketti
Kuranda Rainforest View
Kuranda Arts Coop – Toni Rogers
Hideout Kuranda
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10.15AM to 3PM EVERY DAY

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA • 4093 7508

www.justgorgeous.net.au
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Deadly Threads
What we wear is not just clothing – it can also be a statement. Deadly Threads is an
exhibition from the State Library of Queensland that explores this concept and brings
together more than 190 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander designed singlets, t-shirts,
polo shirts, and jerseys. For Indigenous peoples, shirts featuring their art have also
become an important way of making a statement about culture, country and identity.
Louise Hunter, Deadly Threads curator, explains that the exhibition explores the
stories behind the garments in the exhibition. "For First Nations people these items
have been created for many reasons. They help spotlight issues of cultural and historical
significance, sporting endeavours and community initiatives," she says.
Highlights of the exhibition include rare shirts from the Mabo Family Collection that
celebrate Mabo Day plus includes memorial t-shirts designed for tombstone openings in
the Torres Strait Islands, political shirts designed by Indigenous artists including Vernon
Ah Kee, Richard Bell and Libby Harward, and sporting shirts and even a pair of rugby
boots worn by the great Johnathan Thurston.

Deadly Threads was Developed by State Library of Queensland

Deadly Threads – Where did you get that shirt?
CAIRNS ART GALLERY
3 December 2021 – 23 January 2022

Remembrance Day — kuranda
Originally known as Armistice Day, Remembrance Day
commemorates the signing of the peace agreement that
ended World War I at 11am on 11 November 1918. It is a time
to remember and honour the memory of those who served,
are currently serving, and those we have lost to the cause.
Lest We Forget.
Remembrance Day in Kuranda Centenary
Park 11 November 2021.
Right: Wreaths laid to commemorate
Remembrance Day.
Below: Vietnam Veteran, Jerry Nowakowski.
Photos: Damian Banson, TRACQS Kuranda
Photography

KURANDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY UPDATE

Summit Solar & Electrical

The very unusual small pony collar and hames
combination shown in the picture was used at the
turn of the last century in Kuranda by a local
early pioneer family.
In those days, collars were made for
each individual horse, as an ill-fitting
collar caused great discomfort to the
animal. This collar is unusual in that it
was for a very small pony, not a work
horse.
The metal hames, supported by
the collar (to which the harness was
then attached) came in different sizes
that were more accommodating, with
straps that could be bigger or smaller.
The famous Cobb and Co supported
a huge industry of saddlers and
harness makers, and each horse, when
it went into service was fitted for its own
individual collar.
The most famous Australian made hames
were marked with a kangaroo on each side and
are highly collectable, not like the ones on this collar.
Photo: Krishna Buhler
For more information about these long-lost trades,
visit the Queensland Museums Cobb and Co branch Toowoomba, which also has the biggest
collection of stage coaches and other horse drawn vehicles.
SHOWCASE – KHS display at the CWA Hall Community stalls event
Saturday 4 December 8am-12.30pm

Installation
Maintenance
Repairs
4
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This SHOWCASE and fundraising opportunity contributes to the intent of KHS to be
interacting actively with members of the community.
Membership forms will be available at the CWA stand, as well as a Christmas Hamper
raffle!

HAVE YOU BEEN SITTING

ARE YOU THINKING OF

ON THE MARKET

SELLING BUT UNSURE

FOR SOME TIME

OF WHICH AGENT

WITH NO RESULTS?

TO TRUST?

Sonia Poole
Successfully and consistently selling more
real estate in the Kuranda and Speewah regions
than any other agent.

Other Agents
42%

Sonia Poole
58%

Sonia Poole has achieved 58% of the total sales in
the Kuranda and Speewah regions in the past 12 months!
If you would like to achieve the same result and
would like to know what your property is worth,
contact Sonia Poole today!

SONIA POOLE
0407 028 388
SONIA.POOLE@RAYWHITE.COM

HARD WORK

EXPERIENCE

THINKING REAL ESTATE?
THINK SONIA POOLE,
YOUR AGENT OF CHOICE.

HONESTY

DEDICATION
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farewell to 2020
With the end of 2020 in sight, and looking back over our shoulder, it really does feel like we
have come a long way while staying in the same place.
Overwhelmingly, we have been fortunate that we have had no coronavirus within our
community (so far), and our day to day lives have—for the most part—continued in a fairly
‘normal’ way for most of this extraordinary year. The greatest change to Kuranda, and our
region—which is so reliant on tourism—has been the closure of international and, at times,
state borders. This has been devastating for those businesses whose focus was international
visitors, and challenging regardless for almost all businesses for whom the much reduced
visitor numbers have meant taking a great financial hit.
But it takes real strength and determination to run a successful business and the Kuranda
business community has risen to meet the challenges, determined to keep the local economy
strong. In response to the closure by Council of Tourism Kuranda, the destination marketing

DEC/jan

arm for Kuranda, the Kuranda Traders Association was formed.
On Thursday 10 December, Kuranda Traders will be giving locals an opportunity to enjoy
a Kuranda Twilight Trading experience (see details page 3) – many local businesses will
be open with extended hours, special offers, live music, and restaurants and cafes open for
dining. This is an open-hearted experiment to see if locals will support more creative, localfriendly events in the Village. So please do come along for a twilight stroll through YOUR
town, and support YOUR local businesses.
As we say goodbye to 2020, let’s spare a thought for our children who have managed to
get through a year of great uncertainty and challenge, change and adaptation. We especially
wanted to honour the Class of 2020 from the Kuranda District State College, who graduated
recently. And wish them a bright future, as they spread their wings. We know they will do us
proud.

Our final paper for the tumultuous year that was 2020, saluted the Kuranda District State College (KDSC) graduating class of 2020, celebrating in a year the
school says “they will never forget“. Our masthead featured a Golden Christmas Beetle by wildlife photographer Alan Henderson. A petition to have QRail
give locals a public transport option for the Kuranda Scenic Rail was gaining momentum. The Kuranda Visitor Information Centre celebrated 20 years with
awards going to several long-serving volunteers. Kuranda Conservation marked 18 years since KDSC students planted trees on the Myola school grounds
for the 4Ss Project (Sustainable Society, Schools and Sawmills), reaching their planned milestone which saw several trees felled, milled and stored to dry in
preparation for use in the school’s woodworkshop.

#327

Above: Class of 2020 at the Pullman Reef Hotel Casino.
Absent: Graduate Jackson Hennessy. Photo: Midaviau (KDSC)
Right: Year 12 Guard of Honour. Photo: Ruth Moxon (KDSC)

our
r wishes all
rs
nda Pape
The Kura
rs and reade
, contributo
advertisers
for 2021
all the best

Rainfall for December 2020: 198.5mm.
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DJABUGAY ART
CENTRE FOR
KURANDA APPROVED

FEB

Following 12 months of intensive planning and discussion with government, and engaging a
range of consultants, the development application by Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations, to
progress a long hoped for Djabugay Art Centre at Nyawarri Estate at Kuranda, was approved
by the Mareeba Shire Council at its December 2020 meeting.
The Art Centre is located at the entrance to Nyawarri Estate, a property owned by
Djabugay Traditional Owners, on the Kennedy Highway (opposite Greenhills Road) and is
perfectly located for drive tourism across the Tablelands.
Djabugay Art Centre vision:
“A leading indigenous art centre that projects Djabugay culture and indigenous artists
globally.”
The Djabugay Art Centre will be a major asset for Djabugay artists and bama (people) to
develop, celebrate and promote Djabugay arts and culture to the world as well as an important
addition to the Far North Queensland Art Trail, which currently includes 14 other Indigenous
Art Centres.
The Art Centre planning approval also complements recent successful funding outcomes
from Arts Queensland. The Art Centre has secured two years operational support funding
through the Arts Qld Indigenous Art Centre’s launch fund, as well as project funding through
the First Nations commissioning fund.

#328
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“Nganydji djumburru nyiwul bandjarri gananggarr,
nganydji djibanydji bulmba nganydjin-wu. Nganydjin
bama garrang ngunda djada”
“We are following one track ahead, we are happy for our
new building 'Art Centre' for our people and community to
come and see”

Better Bettong Protection

The endangered Northern Bettong, found only in the Mareeba region.
Photo: Stephanie Todd

The hands of a master weaver, Rhonda Brim. Photo: Dan Campbell-Lloyd

Nationally, the number of Indigenous tourism visitors had grown by
an average 9 per cent every year since 2013, and domestic tourists
participating in Indigenous experiences grew 41 per cent between
2013–2018. Indigenous culture is literally a national treasure.
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Meeting adjourned

POSSUM CORNER AWARD

Farewell Bob Madden

For decades, if you attended a public meeting the person ably and amicably steering it was probably Bob Madden. If you were
in a community group, Bob was the person you knew could help you through constitutional mazes. Bob recently passed away
and tributes to him have been many. Bob was a determined advocate for community on so many levels. He was also for years
THE local TV man, who would answer the call day or night, although partner Marie Boswarva says “He couldn’t understand
the fuss about State of Origin, or why anyone would want to watch any station except ABC and SBS”.
Bob was a progressive thinker with a huge curiosity and delight for everything from technology to the natural world. Born
in Bega, NSW and having had a full and varied working life in Canberra and Sydney, Bob developed an interest in alternate
lifestyles in the 1960s which led to a visit to Cairns, then a short stint working on a dairy farm on the Tablelands. Obviously
he was bitten by the FNQ bug and in 1988 he took early retirement, and he and Marie moved north, settling in Speewah at
their “Magic Centre”. Both Bob and Marie brought with them skills and experience which assisted the Speewah and wider
communities.
Bob served on numerous committees such as the Association for Regional Kuranda (ARK) where he tackled critical issues.
He and other residents helped to develop the Kuranda Strategic Plan and oversee the community consultation it entailed.
This Plan guided expenditure on the redevelopment of the village streets, parks and walking tracks, public art and spaces as
funded through the Kuranda Tourism Levy—a massive award-winning undertaking. Bob also gave his time to the Kuranda
Media Association, the Kuranda Advisory Committee, the Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre, Kuranda Chamber of Commerce,
Tablelands Organic Growers and many other community groups, projects and issues. He also ran (unsuccessfully) for Council
to represent Kuranda district in 1996. He was a volunteer firefighter with the Speewah Rural Fire Brigade commencing in
1994.
Thirty years ago, with fellow Speewah residents Brian Edwards and the late John Beasley, he started the Speewah
Residents Association, which he then served on for 20 years. He was ambitious for the Speewah community to get the services
they deserved, most especially good communications—and negotiated with Mareeba Shire Council to obtain the Speewah TV
antenna, and with MP Warren Entsch, Member for Leichhardt, to get mobile phone access for Speewah. Bob was awarded a
Mareeba Shire Community Service Award in 2016 for “His assistance to Council with the changeover from analogue to digital
in both Speewah and Chillagoe has been invaluable”.
In a letter to Marie, Warren Entsch says “I was deeply saddened to hear of the passing of my good friend Bob Madden.
Bob’s knowledge of issues surrounding communications and connectivity, and his willingness to be a community advocate,
saw a range of digital services rolled out in the region. This certainly would not have happened in the timeframe they did if it
wasn’t for Bob’s advocacy. His knowledge on all things communications related was quite outstanding. Bob was a community
leader and he was respected by his community. Thank you Bob for a job well done and thank you for your friendship.”
Warren Entsch points out that their initial dealings were complicated by Warren being a Liberal and Bob a life-long Labor
member (Bob received his Life Membership in 2014 from former Deputy Prime Minister, Wayne Swan) but “over time we
developed a strong personal friendship, where our political leanings were kept in the bottom drawer.”
Former Member for Barron River, Dr Lesley Clarke, has also paid tribute to Bob “The Kuranda and Speewah communities
will be the poorer for the sad passing of Bob Madden. In my years of serving as the Member for Barron River I always valued
his local knowledge and wise counsel. He was deeply committed to the well-being of the community and was a loyal supporter
of the Australian Labor Party. We will all miss him and his family are in our thoughts at this sad time.”
Gayle Hannah who spent quite a lot of time on committees with Bob says he was a generous, dependable but also delightful
team player. “Meetings at Bob and Marie’s, I remember often included the company of flying-foxes that they were fostering,
and sometimes ended with a good red wine and a demonstration of Bob’s hi-fidelity sound system. If you were there during
the day you could also inspect the permaculture swales and veggie garden. Somehow, we still managed to get business, and a
lot of it, done. The Magic Centre was such an apt name.”
A service to share memories of Bob and honour his life was held at the Speewah Rural Fire Brigade Shed on 14 February.
Marie in her eulogy said “One of the things that I'm most grateful for is that Bob was acknowledged for his contribution to
our community whilst he was alive.”
The Kuranda Paper, on behalf of our readers, wishes to express our thanks for Bob’s life and the many contributions he
made to our community. He will be missed, but not forgotten.
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Some time ago, a good friend of the Possum Corner Op Shop
in Kuranda felt it would be a great thing to nominate Possum
Corner for a Mareeba Shire Australia Day Award. The 2021
nomination was successful and on Australia Day this year,
the award for Community Service was presented at the Shire
presentations ceremony in Mareeba.
Possum Corner Op shop is run by a band of wonderful
volunteers who give of their time every week. Possum Corner
enables recycling of clothing, kitchen goods, toys, books and
music etc, offering residents affordable and useful clothing
and other items, week after week.
The award recognises the work of these wonderful
volunteers and their dedication to the Kuranda community.
Opening in October 2006, the original idea to establish
an opportunity shop came from the late Thurlus Saunders
who brought the idea to St Saviour’s Church Council. It was
decided to use the Church maintenance fund to build the
original part of the shop on the undertaking that if it made
any money it would pay the money back. Well, the shop did
pay the money back and the maintenance fund was borrowed
from again later, to build both the first and second extensions.
Since its inception, the funds raised by Possum
Corner have been used to relieve hardship in the Kuranda
community, and offer support for Legacy.
Possum Corner has also supported a village called
Sefoa, in Oro Province, New Guinea, where the school had
no resources. Possum Corner’s support for Sefoa has led to
students being sponsored to High School Grades 10-12 in
Popondetta, and now onto teachers college. Last year three
teachers graduated thanks to Possum Corner and in years to
come we hope to relieve the chronic shortage of teachers in
the Tufi – Sefoa area of Oro Province.
A big thank you to all our volunteers and to those who
donate goods to sell, and of course all our fantastic valued
customers.

Above: Accepting the award on behalf of the volunteers were
Sandra McCorry, Carol Jeanes, Vivienne Veivers,
Lee Roehm and Margaret Humphry.
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bridge woes continue
depending on the outcome of these investigations.“We will
update the community as soon as we have more information
and thank them for their patience."
The State Government insists the crossing remains safe.
An engineers’ report completed in February 2021, is with
Transport Minister Mark Bailey, but few details have been
released to the public.
Member for Barron River, Craig Crawford, in his column
this month for The Kuranda Paper, has promised to keep the
community updated as soon as he is given more information.
"I also wanted to assure the community I will be passing
along any information I receive on the Barron River Bridge,
I know the delay is frustrating and I still haven’t seen the
report myself."
Concerns have also been expressed in regards to the use
of alternate routes between Cairns and the Tablelands due to
load limits on the bridge at Kuranda, and also in regards to
any more weight restrictions, which have not been ruled out.
Further weight reductions would mean many heavy
vehicles would be forced to divert to the Rex Range,
periodically congested with cane haulage trucks (adding an
extra hour and a half travel time), or to the Gillies Highway,
(an extra two hours), or the Palmerston Highway (an extra
three hours).
Les Blennerhassett from Blenners Transport said that if
the bridge limit dropped below 45 tonnes the company would
not be able to use any of their single semi-trailers to transport
goods to and from Mareeba
Last year, the Mareeba Shire Council sought clarification
from TMR concerning the bridge at Kuranda which connects
Cairns to Mareeba, the Tablelands, Gulf and Outback.
The topic was brought up at a Council meeting with cause
for concern as the bridge was reduced to one lane with the
possibility of its load limit being further reduced from 50.5
tonnes to just 25 tonnes.
A Council spokesperson said at the time "We are writing
to the State Minister regarding the new load limits."

E
SEE PAG
6-7 FOR
INFO
MORE

Saturday 3 April 2021
10am to 10pm
"Council is concerned that if the bridge stays at one lane
and is reduced to 25 tonnes it will have major implications on
the local community" they said.
Further reduction in the load limit on the bridge would
have catastrophic ramifications for transport infrastructure
in farming, business and general freight which will be forced
to use alternate routes to supply goods and services.
The situation with this bridge highlights multiple
problems as regards ageing road infrastructure between
Cairns and the Tablelands. If ever there was a time for State
and Federal governments to recognise the critical nature of
these problems and act, it is … yesterday. Today is second
best, and tomorrow a bridge too far.

The Barron River bridge taken on 22 March 2021. Photo: Baz Child
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late rain a blessing

Just as we were starting to think that our Wet Season might
be over, April delivered enough to get us well over our
January to April mean ( average) of 1495mm with 1619mm
recorded as we go to press with three days left of the month.
To 27 April, the Kuranda Railway Station (which has
been keeping rainfall records since 1896) recorded 666.5mm
for the month, which while well above the mean (average)
of 225mm is a very long way off the highest April total of
1840.7mm recorded in 1911, but still the fourth highest April
total in 125 years. And our highest daily rainfall for April 2021
(168mm on 21 April) is a mere drop in the bucket compared
to the record of 731.5mm set on 2 April 2011. The year 1911
is also the highest yearly total recorded at 4921.9mm, more
than twice the annual average of 2142.4mm.
Late as it has been this rain will be most welcome for those
with dams and water tanks, as well as topping up the water
tables it will sustain gardens, orchards, crops and community
tree plantings as we enter the drier months.
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Corn field at Koah after rain. Photo: Marc Jaschok 19 April 2021

Bugzy Bumblebee bubble fun.
Photo: Holly Rochelle Reade (Instagram hollyrochelle_x)
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Our front page featured a tribute to the late Bob Madden, a community stalwart. Our masthead “Green Possum“was from a photograph by Steven
Nowakowski. The Kuranda Traders Association announced planning had started for an Easter event “KurandaRocks Easter“, following on from the very
successful Twilight Trading in December. The Kuranda Men’s Shed opened its doors to include female members to participate in Shed activities. Growing
concern over the weed Amazon Frogbit had Mareeba Shire Council applying to the State Government to have it declared a local pest. The weed, which can
form a dense mat in waterways, was recognised as a threat to the Barron River, including at Kuranda.
The Kuranda Arts Co-op continued its search for a new home in the village. We had the opportunity to showcase some of the myriad of mesmerising
mushrooms and fungi popping up locally through an article on a Kuranda and Davies Creek Fungi Foray by Ori Albert-Mitchell, and a stellar capture of an
EarthStar fungus by local photographer Holly Rochelle Reade. Seedsavers introduced us to the Tree Lettuce, which can grow up to 8 feet tall – that’s a lot
of salad!
Friends of the Earth FNQ highlighted the environmental threat heavy wet season rains can cause to the Great Barrier Reef through sediment run-off, and
the need for greater efforts to control this in the Barron catchment. Kuranda’s most famous cassowary Elvis (sometime partner of Priscilla) was hit by a
vehicle on the Kennedy Highway, causing much concern to his many fans. Efforts continue to work with State government and Main Roads to come up
with solutions to save cassowaries from death and injury in relationship to the Range Road and Kennedy Highway at Kuranda.
Rainfall for the month: 143mm
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The Kuranda Arts Co-Op, an important showcase for local arts and artists, closed doors of its Coondoo Street location and begin the process of looking
for a new home in the village. The Possum Corner Op Shop was awarded a Mareeba Shire Council Australia Day Community Service Award. The Kuranda
Amphitheatre Society began its 40th year, after its 39th in 2020 having been one of the toughest and most challenging in its history, due to COVID causing
cancellation of two major concerts – a crushing blow for the iconic venue. First Officer of the Kuranda/Myola Rural Fire Brigade, Baz Child, looked back on
2020, a year of operations locally and further afield for some members who travel to New South Wales and ACT to join the response to the devastating
2020 summer bushfires. Focus on Kuranda’s winner for January was Tim Trim‘s charming capture of a Musky Rat kangaroo, surely one of our most adorable
native animals. And we welcomed a new column “Your Garden Harvest” by Rachael Kelly.

Father Chris Wright OAM
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Our masthead featured a detail from a painting by Henri Hunsinger, The Charge of the Wet Brigade. Front page news was approval for the establishment of
a Djabugay Art Centre at Nyawarri Estate, opposite Greenhills Road, and better protection for endangered Northern Bettongs. The recent passing of much
loved Auntie Esther Snyder, Djabugay/Buluwai Senior Elder, born at Mona Mona in 1931, was the subject of tributes, including one from environmentalist Dr
David Suzuki who said, “Auntie Esther‘s passing must be a huge loss to communities whose elders are the very keepers of tradition”. A cause for celebration
was the 16th anniversary of Native Title determination of DinDin (Barron Gorge) National Park for Djabugay Bama (People).

Rainfall for the month: 220mm

The Queensland Government has extended the Year of Indigenous
Tourism (2020) which was severely impacted by COVID-19 into 2021.

Marie and Bob Madden

Rainfall for January 2021: 589.5mm

Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations Cultural Development Officer, Dennis Hunter

The Wet Tropics’ endangered Northern Bettong will be better protected through a new
project announced in December 2020. There are just an estimated 1000 Northern Bettongs
remaining, and this elusive marsupial is only found in the Mareeba region. Known for their
love of native truffles, which grow underground connected to the roots of large trees, Northern
Bettongs help the forest by spreading the spores of truffles around with their droppings
The $170,000 project, funded by the Australian Government, aims to improve habitat for
Northern Bettongs outside national park land. Northern Bettong Project coordinator Chelsy
Maloney from Terrain NRM said activities would include cool burns by traditional owners
in Northern Bettong habitat and work with landholders on land management practices in
potential bettong areas.
Terrain NRM will also be working with the Northern Bettong Recovery Team including
James Cook University researchers, Queensland Parks and Wildlife officers, the World
Wildlife Fund, Bush Heritage and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy. Recovery Team Chair
Sandra Abell said the project “filled a gap” in the recovery of this species.
“The focus has largely been on protected areas like in national parks,’’ Dr Abell said.
“Getting landowners involved will be a huge step towards potentially increasing bettong
habitat.” She said the Northern Bettong population had dramatically declined over the past
20 to 30 years. The only known populations now were in the Lamb Range and Mt Spurgeon
areas.
“Their habitat is very restricted – in some places it is only 6km wide,’’ she said. “Bettongs
need cockatoo grass, especially in the dry season, and activities like cool burns help to stop
woodlands from thickening and maintain grassy understoreys.”
They rest through the day on nests made of grass, leaves and bark, which they carry to the
nest site in their tail. They make spit balls out of undigested grass and these help researchers
to track their movements.
The new project is supported by Terrain NRM through funding from the Australian
Government’s National Landcare Program.

“This is a very exciting time for Djabugay artists. Our creative community is very strong,
yet the range of opportunities has been limited for too long. The Djabugay Art Centre will
provide a critical launch pad for Djabugay artists to develop careers and opportunities,”
states Chairperson, William Duffin.
Whilst the Art Centre seeks investment for building renovations to the existing structures
currently in use for cultural events and administration, the team will forge ahead with the
Yimbi & Madjay Now project, an arts development project based on the bicornual basket,
and traditional shield designs, which will culminate in a major exhibition in 2021 at BulmbaJa NorthSite Contemporary Arts Gallery (formerly Centre of Contemporary Arts Cairns).
CEO Nicholas Mills adds “This is a major achievement for Djabugay people to realise
opportunities through their own land assets. Through harnessing our land’s potential, we can
enable critical structures that provide opportunity and development”.
News of the planning approval came as Djabugay Bama (People) were celebrating the
anniversary of their Native Title Determination (realised in 2004), see page 4 for more on the
Arts Centre story, and page 11 for Djabugay Native Title Anniversary story.

Single lane operation of the Kennedy Highway bridge across
the Barron River at Kuranda will remain in place for the next
six months while 1,000 welds are individually checked and a
$2.1 million investigation takes place to determine the fate
of the bridge, which was constructed in 1963. Options for
replacement or rehabilitation will be investigated to assess
the best long-term solution.
Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads
(TMR) says ongoing restrictions are required to ensure the
safety of workers underneath the bridge and to safely manage
the structure during the investigation stage. Work crews have
been tasked with checking all the welds in the bridge.
In February 2020 the Department of Transport and Main
Roads (TMR) imposed a load limit of 50.5 tonnes and on 4
November 2020 TMR announced that the bridge would be
reduced to one lane while TMR carried out inspections.
"In late October 2020, routine inspections identified
fatigue in some steel elements," said TMR North Queensland
Regional Director Sanjay Ram. Despite evidence of steel
'fatigue' in the 58-year-old bridge, Mr Ram assured motorists
the crossing was safe for vehicles under 50.5 tonnes.
"These issues have been caused by the accumulated
impacts of heavy vehicles crossing the river over many years.
Heavy vehicles are now much heavier than they were in the
early 1960s when the bridge was designed and built. Wear
and tear like we’ve picked up is not unusual in steel bridges
of this age and can be managed. Our bridge inspectors are
continuing bridge investigations to make repairs."
By mid-March about 300 of the 1,000 welds had been
inspected, with around half of those identified for repair.
"We’d prefer we didn’t have to reduce traffic over the
bridge but that’s not an option based on the work we need
to complete, so we thank the community and the motorists
who drive through this area for their patience as we continue
these repairs."
"Traffic controllers and temporary traffic lights are in
place to assist motorists. Further action may be needed

To say that our 30th year of publishing The Kuranda Paper was a massive undertaking, would be an understatement. By the
time we reached our birthday in July, we were certainly 'feeling our age'. In addition to producing our usual 11 annual editions
of The Kuranda Paper in 2021, we also managed to reach a long held goal – to digitise every edition of The Kuranda Paper and
upload onto our website (www.kurandapaper.com). The eight-page souvenir liftout in the October edition celebrating 40 years
of the Kuranda Amphitheatre was also a huge effort by our production team. Wishing everyone a safe, joyous holiday season,
as we take a break until the February edition (out Thursday 27 January). See you in 2022.

Our masthead featured a stunning flowering eucalpyt photographed at Gregory Terrace by Krishna Buhler. The front page also featured a drone shot of
the Barron River at Kuranda by Baz Child, showing single lane operations which had been in effect since October 2020, much to the frustration of drivers.
The Kuranda Rocks Easter program offered something for everyone with extended trading hours, live music and a Magical Quest. The Kuranda Arts Co-op
relocated to a new home on the corner of Thongon and Coondoo Streets, thanks to a big effort by volunteers and TRACQS. We said a final “toodaloo” to
Joyce Berendes, prolific local author, playwright, actor, dancer and passionate advocate for the arts. And farewell also to Warren McNamara a founding
member of the Davies Creek Rural Fire Brigade and instrumental in getting funding for the Brigade’s fire shed which opened in 2014.
On a good note, there had been a sighting of Elvis the cassowary! His return was welcomed, but seen as a reminder that feeding cassowaries put them in
danger, including increasing their exposure to traffic and dogs. Cate Lamont celebrated her 90th birthday at the Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre. Cate is
one of our loyal Paper Folders, who lovingly fold thousands of copies to fit in post boxes every month.
At the Kuranda District State School, kids were getting their hands dirty with a new garden site being developed. The newly named Kookaburra Orchard
and other campus improvements have been made possible through consistent support from local business Kuranda Landscape Supplies. Focus on
Kuranda Facebook Photography Group winner was Ranjini Rusch with her stunning Koah sunset. And naturopath Jaunita May covered herbal healing for
women throughout life, from child to older age.
Rainfall for the month: 680.5mm
Our front page acknowledged the blessing of late rain that the previous month had delivered, after a much drier than usual wet season. With about
680mm recorded at the Kuranda Railway Station (where rainfall records have been kept since 1896 ) this was the fourth highest April total in 125 years of
records (highest 1840 mm in 1911).
Our masthead captured the magic of a rainbow plunging into the gorge at DinDin (Barron Falls) in a stunning photograph by Julie Hanger. A tribute from
the heart by her sister for Michelle Waldron, a much loved teacher “with skills that ranged from maths to magic”, most especially theatre and the arts.
Michelle was also the coordinator for the Kuranda State School Centenary celebrations in 1992.
Buluwai Rangers began a camera survey at Davies Creek collecting data on nocturnal Northern Quolls, and targeting areas for cool burns and developing
a Country Plan to support establishment of a permanent Buluwai Ranger team. We began our third year of publishing a monthly Wordsearch in Ngirrma
(local language). We welcomed a new contributor Paul Devine with his column “A View from the Understorey”. A Kuranda Range Road Alternative Route
Committee, instigated by Davies Creek resident Ron Redicliffe, was formed. Ever present in the community are concerns in regards to the future of our
cassowaries. Kuranda Conservation initiated a strategy to assist locals to record cassowary sightings, through use of a Kuranda Region Cassowary Families
Logbook. Get yours today and get started.
Rainfall for the month: 83.7mm

December 2021/January 2022 | The Kuranda Paper
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ARTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE PROJECTS
ACROSS THE SHIRE RECEIVE FUNDING SUPPORT
From public murals to workshops and cultural tourism
projects, the latest round of the Regional Arts Development
Fund (RADF) will support several initiatives, aimed to
enhance arts and culture, across the Mareeba Shire.
Council recently endorsed funding of twelve creative
projects through the RADF Program, which is a partnership
between the Queensland Government and local councils to
support local arts and culture in regional Queensland.
The projects represent a geographic spread of groups
and individuals including those from Kuranda, Speewah,
Mareeba, Mt Molloy, Mt Mulligan, Julatten and Chillagoe.

jun

Kuranda district projects include:
Kuranda Media Association: The Kuranda Paper
Digital Archive Project. Celebrating 30 years of
uninterrupted publication in July, The Kuranda Paper
provides a unique and significant record of local history.

#332

Maggie Slater Music: Promotional Single Release.
Maggie Slater is a young, Kuranda-based, singer-songwriter
and is preparing to release her new EP album Sophomore.
This project includes the development of artwork, mastering
and promotional campaigns and tour for the single and EP.

To preserve this history and enhance accessibility, the
Association is converting all past editions to digital format
to preserve them, and make them freely available online.
The RADF funding will contribute towards the costs of
professional formatting, while the scanning of over a hundred
copies, currently only in hard copy format, is being done by
KMA volunteers.

Speewah Residents Association: Roscommon Wall
Mural. The Speewah District Residents Association will
engage local artist, Anne Fitzpatrick, to create a new mural
inspired by the Speewah Valley in Roscommon Park. The
current mural on the tennis court blockwall is in poor
condition. The new mural will reinforce community pride
through its aesthetic appeal and enhance a sense of place.
See more on page 14.

Brioni McGrath: Save this Bumblebee from
Disrepair. Performing artist, Brioni McGrath (aka
Bugzy Bumblebee), is re-establishing her professional
career after recently moving to Kuranda. To help gain
professional recognition and local reputation, the artist
requires a new costume that is integral to her act. The artist
performs at local events which will also help to develop
her career opportunities. Brioni was instrumental in
organising and supervising childrens’ activities at the recent
Kuranda Rocks Easter event.

For more on the RADF projects elsewhere in the shire, see
page 6.

Clockwise from left:
Successful RADF Grant
applicant Bugzy Bumblebee.
Photo: Greg Hillman
– TRACQS Kuranda
Photography. Assistant
Damian Banson
Maggie Slater. Photo
supplied.
The very first edition of
the Kuranda Community
News which became The
Kuranda Paper after six
editions. This edition and
more available online at
www.kurandapaper.com

Our masthead for June was a detail from a photograph by Michael Quinn of a Green Ant (Djiliburay) nest. Our front page had welcome news for several
Kuranda artists and community groups (including us!) of successful applications for project funding through the Regional Arts Development Fund, a
partnership between local councils and Arts Queensland. Our grant provided some crucial part-funding for the final part of our Kuranda Paper Digitisation
Project. The Mareeba Shire Council initiated mattress recycling. TRACQS Harvest Trail Program was successfully connecting workers with regional producers,
filling vacancies left by a critical shortage of farm workers due to COVID border restrictions. The tradition of Kuranda poets coming together on a Full Moon
to recite, entrance and entertain locals was rediscovered with Loony Poets Reborn scheduled for the August Full Moon. Krishna Buhler was awarded a
Community Service medal for her outstanding contributions to the community in her role as a volunteer within the Uniting Church over a period of 22
years.
Queenobeans in her regular recipes column wrapped up a four-part series on Tofu and Tempe (actually both tofu and tempe wraps are delicious …
Queenobeans). The Kuranda Rangers Football Club were showing off their new jerseys, thanks to local sponsors including the Kuranda Media Association.
The Kuranda Horse and Pony Club held its third rally for the year, and the Steiner School Open Day was a great success, with short talks, activities, displays
and musical performances by students. Words of Wisdom from my Grandmother offered up some sage advice as usual “ I’m not always up for seizing the
day. Sometimes I just poke at it with a stick and hope for the best.”
Rainfall for the month: 63mm
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This is our 333rd edition—that’s an awful lot of candles—but
if we could gather together all the people who have made
it possible to reach this milestone, it would take just the
slightest effort from each to blow those candles out.
That is really the story behind the success and survival
of this little independent community newspaper. Our first
edition appeared on 26 July 1991 and consisted of only eight
black and white pages with a print run of 1,200 copies. Across
three decades, hundreds of volunteers, contributors and
advertisers have continued to make it happen month after
month.
As we look back over 30 years of memories, it is with
gratitude that we also find ourselves able to look forward
with confidence, even in these uncertain times. With
continuing support from our contributors, our advertisers,
our volunteers and our readers, we can see a bright future
for The Kuranda Paper, and the community we serve.
Thank you and Happy Birthday to us all.

30TH
ANNIVERSARY
EDITION

jul
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Cathy Harvey accepts KVIC's award.

Cathy with happy KVIC volunteers. Photo: KVIC.

Barry Hunter at the Cassowary Awards night.

Kuranda winners among Wet Tropics champions recognised at 18th Cassowary Awards ceremonY
The work of people and organisations that have contributed to conserving, protecting and
raising awareness about the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area was recognised at the 18th
Cassowary Awards on Saturday 19 June. More than 170 people enjoyed the gala event at
TANKS 3 at the Cairns Botanical Gardens where 10 awards were presented for leaders in the
fields of conservation and rehabilitation, tourism, innovation, education and climate change.
Hosted by the Wet Tropics Management Authority, the Cassowary Awards are the only
awards program in Australia to recognise excellence in community contributions to world
heritage management. The Authority’s Chair Leslie Shirreffs said the Cassowary awards were
a night to gather and pay tribute to champions of the Wet Tropics.
“These are people who work tirelessly towards not only protecting and promoting the
Outstanding Universal Value of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, but also helping us
build resilience into this unique and special place to adapt to the impacts of a changing
climate,” she said.
“Choosing the 10 winners from the 40 nominees was no easy task as each of the nominees
are valued and important members of the Wet Tropics community. Many of these people
have dedicated years and even decades to ensuring the Area thrives for generations to come.”
Kuranda award winners on the night were : the Kuranda Visitor Information Centre,
in the category of Tourism and Presentation, and Barry Hunter, in the category of People
Country Culture.
Kuranda Visitor Information Centre: many of the volunteers and staff of the
Kuranda Visitor Information Centre are Wet Tropics Guides, Wet Tropics Ambassadors and
flying fox carers who are passionate about the Wet Tropics. Seven days a week they share
their knowledge through the Centre which has received many industry awards, including the
Queensland Community Achievement Award for Customer Service. Established in 2000,
the Centre has strong working relationships with the local wildlife rescue groups, Savannah
Guides and the Wet Tropics Management Authority.
Barry Hunter: is a Djabugay man and cultural leader who has worked in land
management and cultural heritage for more than three decades. Barry demonstrates
exceptional leadership using collaborative approaches in building community capacity
to deliver sustainable social, cultural and economic outcomes through the application of
traditional knowledge. Barry readily shares this traditional knowledge and makes it widely
accessible. He has been a trail-blazer in raising awareness of Indigenous fire practices across

Australia and the need to incorporate these into fire management regimes. Barry was also a
nominee for the Climate Change Leadership Award.
Other Kuranda-based nominees, although not award winners on the night, each and
every one has shown great commitment to the protection of our Wet Tropics World Heritage
Area and its natural values:
Kim Forde: has been a leader in developing industry best practice to mitigate climate
change impacts on Wet Tropics since 1991. From implementing renewable energy projects
and developing best practice codes for roads and electricity infrastructure, to carbon offsetting
calculation and programs such as the Green Corridor Project, Kim has been a mentor for
many young women, including the Women in Science and Environment network (WISE).
Kim excels in presenting complex legislation and science about climate change in everyday
language.
KUR-Alert Inc.: this Kuranda volunteer community organisation was established in
2016 in response to a proposed resort development, KUR-World. The proposed development
included hotels, swimming pools and residences for 5,000 people in Myola Valley and it had
the potential to disrupt an important Wet Tropics corridor. For three years, KUR-Alert kept
the community informed of this project and collated nearly 19,000 responses to the project’s
Environmental Impact Statement. The project was dropped in 2019. KUR-Alert continues to
inform the Kuranda community about land use planning in the Wet Tropics.
Jo Martin: Kuranda resident and IT expert, Jo Martin is committed to protecting the
Wet Tropics World Heritage Area and has used her mapping skills to show where nature
corridors are most needed. Her work has been invaluable in identifying properties vital for
corridor connectivity through nature refuges. Jo first became involved in the campaign to
protect the landscape in the very narrowest point of the World Heritage Area, in the Myola
Valley, from the impact the proposed KUR-World property project would have.
Cathy Retter: passionate about the Wet Tropics, Cathy Retter has been protecting and
rehabilitating the region for the last two decades. As president of Kuranda Envirocare, she has
been planting trees along the Barron River since 2004 and has monitored and protected the
habitat of the critically endangered Kuranda treefrog. Cathy was instrumental in establishing
a community response to a yellow crazy ant invasion at Russett Park and was at the forefront
of organising community opposition to the KUR-World development proposal.
Source: Wet Tropics Management Authority
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Following on from the many wonderful cultural events and activities of NAIDOC (National
Aboriginal and Islander Day of Celebration) last month, we now have Spring things and flings
to enjoy and look forward to, as a very mild winter draws to an end in August.
A huge milestone event, not to be missed, will be the Kuranda Amphitheatre 40th
Birthday celebrations on Saturday 11 September. Drawing on the community celebrations of
past Kuranda Spring Festivals, the Amphitheatre is calling on everyone to get involved and
have a wonderful day of creativity, connection, collaboration and community. The theme for
this event is “Kuranda Goes Dotty in Spring”, aligning itself with the International Day of the
Dot (yes, indeed there is one and has been since 2009). For more details, including where to
pick up your entry forms for the Dotty Art Competition and (Cardboard) Box Car Rally, see
page 15. Get started now for all the fun to come, be a part of the party!
And if our magnificent winter weather has you longing for more adventurous outdoor
activity, you might like to combine it with a truly great cause and book to participate in this
year’s Speewah to The Hat (Red Beret Hotel, Redlynch) Charity Walk, an annual trek down
the ranges that raises money for locals in need of some help. Best to get in quick as numbers
fill quickly. See page 16.
Winter is also traditionally when guests come to roost. The Village is a lovely place to
wander around again, with music on the streets and a revitalisation of local businesses –
plenty of surprises and discoveries to be had if you haven’t spent a day in the shoes of a visitor
for a while.
Discover or re-discover our vibrant, creative, resourceful community. Spring into it!

Shop Local • Employ Local • Enjoy Local
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SAVE OUR AMPHITHEATRE

Just as our Kuranda Amphitheatre reaches its 40th birthday, it is also facing one of its greatest
challenges. The Kuranda Amphitheatre is unique in North Queensland, a community venue
created, built and operated by the people of Kuranda. It has served the community for 40
years as a venue for concerts, festivals, theatre, dance, fundraisers, seminars and workshops,
as well as being used every day by many village community groups for classes, play groups,
fundraisers and club nights, and for funerals, wakes and community celebrations of all kinds.

sep

A letter to the Community
from the Kuranda Amphitheatre Committee

This is a call out to community for help to support our iconic rainforest venue. This is not the
first time the Amphitheatre has been at risk of closure. In January 1994 and February 2002,
we used the pages of The Kuranda Paper to ask for your help and support. You did not let us
down. Now we need your help again.
It does have to be said how stressful and difficult the last two years have been, trying to
keep the Amphitheatre alive in these unprecedented times, and facing the reality that 2021
could very well be the demise of our internationally renowned, unique community space.
Our last major Concert was Xavier Rudd in 2019, and in 2020 we had three cancellations.
This year, we have had the same, due to COVID restrictions, lockdowns, performers stuck
all over the country. It’s just how it is. Takings from these large gigs are what the Amphitheatre
relies on to keep the venue operational and to make the place available and accessible to the
community for small hires, workshops, rehearsal, dance, kids' groups, wakes, funerals, and
fundraisers. Without this income we are unable to support our community. We must charge
a small fee for ‘community hirers’, and whilst these small fees help, it isn’t enough to pay the
bills. This is the dilemma we realistically face right now.
Regardless of the Amphitheatre’s current situation, we are determined to celebrate its
40th birthday! We are so proud of this milestone and so the very first thing you can do to help
is … join us. Our Amphitheatre is your Amphitheatre.
Continued page 3
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It’s a beautiful, peaceful, green landscape now, created over decades from a hard blady grass
paddock by many, many volunteer hands. A magical venue whether under tropical sun or
stars. However, as with most of the arts sector, almost two years of COVID restrictions and
uncertainty for events have hit it hard. Without major gigs, the funding to keep this most
beautiful of venues maintained and open for business is just not there. Here is the call out for
the community to step up and help SAVE OUR AMPH.

40th BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION G
and KURANDA SPRIN
FESTIVAL

$5

Sunday 3 October 2021
Midday to dusk

ENTRY
U13 FREE

• live music • family fun • box car rally • face painting •
• treasure hunt • raffles • bar and food • live performances •

A great day on the terraces
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AMPHITHEATRE MILESTONE A TIME TO CELEBRATE
The Kuranda Amphitheatre Society is celebrating 40 years of incorporation with an old style
Spring Festival community event on Sunday 3 October. It’s a party and everyone is invited.
The culmination of months of hard work by the Amphitheatre volunteers, it’s an opportunity
to celebrate this fantastic milestone. The past two years have hit our iconic venue hard, as they
have most of the arts industry, so your presence would be an incredible morale booster for the
people who have been lovingly caring for our Amph – despite the challenges of meeting daily
bills, without the ability to have held a major event since 2019.
The Amphitheatre has seen hard times before and overcome them, as it will these current
ones, but no without more help and involvement by the community. So let’s show our support
in any way we can so that we can keep our Amph alive. Join up, join in.

Congratulations

Councillor Angela Toppin, Mayor Mareeba Shire Council
On behalf of Councillors, I would like to congratulate the Kuranda Amphitheatre on reaching
40 years of service. This is a significant milestone for Kuranda, and testament to the
commitment of members of this community. Congratulations!
Hon. Craig Crawford, State Member for Barron River
Congratulations to Kuranda Amphitheatre on their 40th anniversary. Well done to all the
hard-working volunteers involved to keep this community venture running. A truly unique
venue, I have enjoyed many events over the years whether it be local, national or international
artists with the stand-out for me being Midnight Oil! I know it’s been a tough time throughout the pandemic but you 100% have my support and I hope to see you around for the next
40 years.
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Hon. Warren Entsch, Federal Member for Leichhardt
The Kuranda Amphitheatre is such a unique and wonderful community asset for residents of
Kuranda and the wider region.
One thing I love about the Kuranda Amphitheatre is the fact it was created, built and now
operated by the Kuranda community.
I have very fond memories of attending a number of events at the Kuranda Amphitheatre
over the past four decades.
I sincerely wish the Kuranda Amphitheatre many prosperous, vibrant and successful
years ahead.
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Mantaka Spring Recovery Day 2020.
Photo: Ranjini Rusch

KURANDA SPRING FESTIVAL 2021

PRO GR A M
IN THE VILLAGE
11am to 1pm – Kids Under 12 Treasure Hunt
Meet behind the Kuranda Visitor Information Centre
KURANDA AMPHITHEATRE
12pm – Gates Open
Food available
Live Music and Entertainment
• Burn Bright Dance • Diggis • Koahlition • Willie & Friends •
• Toshi Sakamoto • Secret Tuesdays • Muddy Barron Shakers •
• Lunar • Engine Room •
Face Painting and Bubbles
1pm – Bar Opens
3.30 pm – Box Car Rally
7pm – Venue Close

The last major concert held at the Kuranda Amphitheatre, pre-COVID, was Xavier Rudd in 2019.
Photo: Steven Nowakowski

KURANDA AMPHITHEATRE 40 YEARS
of music poster inside and more!
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TIME TO PREPARE
You will be made more than welcome and have any concerns addressed.
If all the above seems a bit daunting, then we should also prepare ourselves for some fun
and another great end of year event organised by the Kuranda Traders Association – along
the lines of the very successful Kuranda Twilight Trading night held last December. Kuranda
businesses will be doing their very best to showcase all that the village and our community
has to offer for locals and visitors alike.
The Kuranda HEARTbeats event to be held on Saturday 11 December will bring local ART
and live music into the heart of the village. Fusing commerce and community in the spirit of
old spring fairs, this event offers the opportunity for everyone to participate and contribute to
making it a really memorable day and night. First off is a design competition open to all ages
for artwork that will be the 'face' of the event. See page 3 for more details.
Local artists, crafters, musicians and makers of all kinds are encouraged to join in the
planning to showcase your talents and products. Let’s see every possible venue, including
vacant spaces, brimming with the creativity for which Kuranda is renowned.
Finally a wish from our very own rainforest fairy, Jenny Lane. It wouldn’t be a Kuranda
event without one of her magical Quests! This time questers will be on the lookout for
handmade native animals hidden throughout the village. Critter creators (using any medium)
please bring your magic to the day. Please contact Jenny through her Facebook page The
Magical Lane or pop into her fairy lair of the same name, in the Original Kuranda Rainforest
Markets. Go wild and delight a child!

Get excited,
get involved…

We

HEARTbeats in Kuranda
Saturday 11 December
Kuranda Traders
Association event.
See page 3
LOV
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November officially marks the start of the cyclone and storm season, which means it is time
to focus on being prepared. Any repairs to houses should be tackled now. Familiarise yourself
with safety precautions including emergency kits and contact numbers. Now is the time too,
to get on to your tradies so they can fit you in.
In the current hot and dry conditions, it might be a bit hard to imagine flooding rains, but
current conditions also need our attention including clearing vegetation around properties
which serves multiple purposes in the face of fires, cyclones and floods.
While we contemplate the probability of wild weather events to come over the next few
months, let’s recognise that this will be demanding for our wonderful emergency services and
volunteers, who serve our community all year round. Both our local SES and fire brigades are
always in need of more members, so please consider contacting them and investigate joining
or helping in any way you can.
This year, we will face another challenge as a community when on 17 December,
Queensland’s borders will open with fewer restrictions. This offers great hope for our local
economy which has struggled mightily over the past almost two years, and also reconnection
for families and friends. But the risk of our community members being exposed to the
COVID-19 virus will increase signficantly. To best prepare ourselves it is vital that as many
people as possible are fully vaccinated when that time comes. We are very fortunate to have
our local medical centre which has been operating vaccine clinics for some months now, and
which have been well attended. Anyone who has been hesitating or thinking it’s too hard,
should now take advantage of the convenience and just visit the centre any day of the week.
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Our centre pages featured “Bull Ants – Relics of a Bygone Age” by naturalist Alan Henderson and news that Australia’s largest dinosaur had been officially
named in outback Queensland.
Rainfall for the month: 57.1mm

Vibrant, Creative, Resourceful was our front page header for August. Our masthead for the month was from a painting “Red Lace Wing (Butterfly)” by
acclaimed artist David Stacey. Its dramatic black, red and white colours serendipitously matched the colours of Djabugay’s Djumburru Nyiwul Dancers
pictured at the Kuranda Railway Station as part of the NAIDOC 2021 celebrations held in July.
The Kuranda Historical Society announced the launch of its Strategic Plan. As a recently formed group (2018) this was an important milestone. The Kuranda
Traders Association, reached its first birthday, having risen to the challenge of promoting Kuranda as a destination and improving community and local
business engagement following the cessation of Tourism Kuranda. A lot of volunteer effort and donated professional resources resulted in two outstanding
successes in the form of the December 2020 Twilight Trading and Easter 2021 Kuranda Rocks Easter events in this first year for the KTA.

Rainfall for the month: 45.8mm
Every September we strive to mark World Cassowary Day on 26 September. This year we were privileged to have a magnificent art work “Cassowary
(Bundarra)“ by Buluwai artist Tanique Brim (Girra Girra).
Our front page had an incredibly important message – PLEASE help SAVE OUR AMPHITHEATRE – with a desperate plea to the community from the hardworking volunteers of the Kuranda Amphitheatre Society (KAS). The impact of COVID in 2020 and 2021 wiped out the major concerts which are the
financial life blood of the Amphitheatre. Neverthless, as KAS President Liza Dewy said ”the show must go on” and preparations were well underway for the
40th Birthday Kuranda Spring Festival day planned for early October.
The Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre gave condolences on the passing of Cecelia Riley. Cecelia had been involved in many KNC projects. Another “great
lady” who will be sadly missed is Lynda Bell, friends paid tribute with words such as “loving”, “funny as hell” and “master crafter”. The Kuranda CWA thanked
Carol Jeanes for 40 years of service, and welcomed new President Vicki Donovan. Fashion designer, seamstress (and musician) Leah Kelly finally got to say
bon voyage to her “Rainforest to Runway” sustainable fashion garment showcase, after three years. Originally they were heading to Paris but ended up (due
to a COVID detour or two) in London, where they were warmly received. Our Wordsearch for the month was given extra meaning by a graphic depiction of
the landscape they describe by Morgyn Quinn(Murrgan – Blue Quandong), son of linguist Michael Quinn, who with Djabugay, enables us to publish these
puzzles and encourage greater use of Ngirrma (local language). Details for free weekly Ngirrma classes appear on the Wordseach page.

Our October edition was possibly the most ambitious and challenging in our 30 plus years. In addition to our regular edition, we volunteered to assist the
Kuranda Amphitheatre Society to produce a souvenir lift-out to mark their 40th anniversary. Originally planned to be four pages, we soon realised that
twice that space, at the very least, would be needed to cover the rich history of this incredible community endeavour going back four decades. We were
honoured to be able to pay tribute to the decades of community resourcefulness and volunteer effort which continues to this day.
Our masthead featured the serpentine artwork of Radayne Tanna and Zachary Richardson. It graces the front of the Kuranda Amphitheatre stage.
Sprout Café was our Business of the Month, and had just celebrated its fifth birthday. Owner Dei Gould is also a founding member, and current President
of the Kuranda Traders Association. The Kuranda Rangers finished their 2021 soccer season with their annual presentation day. Elvis was spotted with his
two new chicks by captain Warren of Kuranda Riverboat Tours.
The annual Speewah to The Hat (Red Beret Hotel at Redlynch) was again a huge success – raising almost $5,500 (after costs) to distribute to several most
grateful and worthy recipients in need of some help. Buluwai Stories and Digital Library became available to view on the Buluwai website. Your Garden
Harvest explored the idea of growing a 'food forest' in your yard, while Paul Devine in “A View from the Understorey” looked at the consequences of hubris
because “we are the champions of the world”, and a need to rediscover simplicity, connectivity, collaboration and frugality: “Yesterday I was clever, so I
wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, so I am changing myself,” (Rumi).
Rainfall this month: 19mm
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Excitement was building for the 2021 Kuranda Roots Festival to be held at Emerald Creek, on Buluwai Country. Envirocare volunteers were saluted for a
massive effort planting 300 trees besides Cain Creek in one session, on World Environment Day the previous month. We featured a partial reprint, a blast
from the past, of an article on the long history (over 100 years) of tourism in Kuranda, written by local historian Peter Ryle. Peter has written many historical
articles for The Kuranda Paper over the years and is also another of our loyal Paper Folders.

Rainfall for the month: 23.6mm

Kuranda Kindy young adventurers out and about at Din Din
(Barron Falls) enjoying the glorious weather. Photo: Nadine Wache
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Michael Quinn through a poem in both Djabugay and English made tribute to the passing his friend “Badigal” (Turtle) Neville Hobbler, a much-loved and
respected cultural ambassador for his community and friend to many.

Magic weather coincided with completion of the new Barron Falls Walking Track, and repair and upgrading of the JumRum track. The Speewah District
Residents Association was rightly proud of their beautiful new mural completed by Speewah resident and artist, Anne Fitzpatrick. The Spear Animal
Reserve on land at Black Mountain Road, gifted to the people of Kuranda by the late Marjorie Spear, was officially declared a conservation block for the
“study and conservation of flora and fauna“. Mural painting by students at the Kuranda District State College, and library steps painted with book titles
made for a much more colourful campus. TRACQS announced the opening of their retail store stocking local indigenous art and crafts, on Coondoo Street,
as an addition to their online store.

#334

oct

OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION! For such a special occasion it was a real honour for us to have our masthead graced by the beautiful art work Waterlilies, by
Djabugay artist Taha Hunter. By happy chance our front page also featured Taha’s dad, Barry Hunter, as a recipient of the 2021 Wet Tropics Cassowary Award
in the category of People, Country, Culture. The Kuranda Visitor Information Centre also received an award in the category of Tourism and Presentation.

Shop Local
Employ Local
Enjoy Local
Keeping cool at the Amphitheatre Spring Fair 3 October 2021.
Photo: Greg Hillman TRACQS Kuranda Photography

Our masthead for the month featured detail from a vibrant oil painting by Didi La Baÿsse, “Colours of Koah”. The original can be viewed at her gallery on
Coondoo Street. Also on our front page was Greg Hillman’s atmospheric photo of children revelling in water-play at the Kuranda Amphitheatre’s 40th
Birthday in October.
November officially marks the start of the cyclone season, but it is also usually hot and dry. It is a time for bushfire awareness and preparation and
looking at that 'to do' list with an increased sense of urgency. This year, as last, our “things to be alert but not alarmed” about has the addition of
COVID-19. As a counter balance, it’s important we celebrate the pleasure and joys of life, especially together. So news of yet another Kuranda Traders
Association event being organised for December is good news for both our community and our local businesses. “Kuranda HEARTbeats” follows on from
the success of the December 2020 Twilight Trading and April 2021’s "Kuranda Rocks Easter" events. The aim is to support local artists and musicians,
along with all our local traders, who have had to cope with two very challenging years due to the impacts of COVID on our local tourism industry. So
enjoy the art and live music in the heart of the village. Kuranda HEARTbeats all day and into the evening on Saturday 11 December.
The bridge over the Barron River at Kuranda re-opened to two lane operations after a year of single lane operation, while repairs were made to failing
welds on the ageing structure. A study into the long-term future of this bridge and the possibility of a new replacement is currently underway and
expected to be completed in late 2022.
Rainfall for the month: 90.3mm to 29 November
The Kuranda Paper | December 2021/January 2022 7

Mayor's Christmas Message
As 2021 draws to a close, I would like to pass on my
most sincere appreciation to residents and friends of the
Mareeba Shire.
The past few years have been tough for many of us.
COVID-19 has impacted and changed our lives in many
ways, and I am proud to see how the community has
responded. This year has presented significant challenges,
but also tremendous opportunities for change and
renewal and nowhere has it been more obvious than in
Kuranda.
The challenges faced by the tourism industry have
played out in the Village in the Rainforest and, while
some businesses have not survived, there are many who
continue to adapt to changing conditions. This is truly
remarkable.
I have also watched with pride, the continued spirit
of community and volunteerism in Kuranda and
surrounding communities which makes these towns so
resilient.

There have been some major milestones as well, with
the Kuranda Paper celebrating 30 years and the Kuranda
Amphitheatre celebrating 40 years of operation. These
are truly wonderful achievements by this community.
Christmas this year will be special in many ways.
It will be a time to cherish with our family and friends.
To give thanks that our health system has responded
to COVID-19, and we have been fortunate to avoid the
repeated and drawn-out lockdowns that others have
faced.
As Mayor I thank everyone for following the edicts by the
health authorities and for respecting the restrictions that
have kept us safe. We now face another 'new normal' as
we approach the key date of 17 December 2021, set by
the Queensland government.
I encourage everyone, this Christmas season, to spend
quality time with family and friends. Reach out to those
who are less fortunate in our community and take

Councillor Column

Welcome to the Councillor Column, an opportunity for Councillors to share updates
and information relevant to Kuranda and surrounds.
MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCILLOR DANNY BIRD
I would like to start this month's Councillor Update by acknowledging
the efforts of the volunteers who play an important role across the
Shire, and in Kuranda and surrounds. The volunteer community
really makes things happen and our communities are richer for it.
Australia Day Awards 2022 - Nominations Closing soon!
Council's Australia Day Award nominations are in full swing and I
encourage you to consider nominating an individual or community
group who have made an outstanding achievement or contribution within
the Mareeba Shire.

the time to connect with those who may be feeling
overwhelmed or isolated.
Please stay safe and enjoy a wonderful Christmas and
New Year. On behalf of my family, I wish you a Merry
Christmas and all the very best for 2022.
Cr Angela Toppin
Mayor

Please hurry, nominations need to be received by 3pm, Monday 6 December 2021.
For full details and to access the Nomination Form, please visit www.msc.qld.gov.au and
search "Australia Day Award Nomination" or contact Council's Customer Service Centre on
1300 308 461.
Mayor's Christmas Appeal
Each Christmas, the Mayor’s Christmas Appeal raises funds to support families and
individuals across the Shire. I would like to encourage those who can, to contribute to the
appeal to assist those in need this festive season.
Your donations will be gratefully accepted at Mareeba Shire Council's Customer Service
Centres, by direct deposit or by cheque.
For more information, visit Council's website: www.msc.qld.gov.au
New Tech at the Library
This month, Mareeba Shire Library Service launched the Selfloan App. The Selfloan App
can be used at Chillagoe, Dimbulah, Kuranda and Mareeba Library branches and allows
customers to borrow items and check their borrowing history, all on their own mobile phone.
To make use of this new technology, download the "Mareeba Shire Library Selfloan" app
from the App Store or Google Play and log in with your member number.
If you’d like a demonstration of the App, call in and see the friendly team at your local
Library branch.
Free Green Waste Disposal
I would like to remind residents of the upcoming, free Domestic Green Waste Disposal days
occurring in December, I urge residents to take advantage of this opportunity to clean up
prior to the approachin. wet season.
Kuranda, Dimbulah, Julatten and Mareeba: Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 December
2021
Mt Carbine: Thursday 2 and Sunday 5 December 2021
Almaden, Irvinebank and Mt Molloy: Saturday 4 and Tuesday 7 December 2021
Chillagoe: Saturday 4 and Monday 6 December 2021
Mutchilba: Wednesday 1 and Saturday 4 December 2021
I would also like to wish you a Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year.
Cr Daniel (Danny) Bird
0467 304 744
DannyB@msc.qld.gov.au

Mareeba Shire Council Offices &
Libraries will be closed from 1:00 pm
24 December 2021 & re-open on
Tuesday, 4 January 2022 at 8:30 am.
Council's after hours team will be
available for emergencies.

1300 308 461

FREE DOMESTIC GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL
Council advises Mareeba Shire residents of the
upcoming free domestic green waste disposal
days at the Kuranda Transfer Station.

Saturday 4 December and
Sunday 5 December 2021
For more information please phone 1300 308 461
or visit www.msc.qld.gov.au

www.msc.qld.gov.au
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Tales from the crypt
d
S he

Merry Christmas to all and a great big thank you to our donors and supporters throughout
the year.
For those people interested in the Men’s Shed organisation you can find lots of information
and news at www.podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-shed-wireless/id1510493380 or visit
the AMSA website at www.mensshed.org/theshedonline, or the Queensland Men’s Shed
Association www.qmsa.org.au
Sheddy Eddy

Trading Hours
Wed 8.30am–11.30am • Sat 2pm–5pm • She Shed Sun 2pm–5pm
Located at end of Kuranda Heights Road, past the Caravan Park in the old Council depot

4093 8222

info@kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au

Contact
Daryl Douglass (Secretary) 4093 9421
Richard Clews (President) 4093 0457

Kuranda Men’s Shed

AUCTION

11 DECEMBER, 11.30AM, KOAH HALL, 322 KOAH RD

2 VACANT LOTS, BACKING ONTO THE CLOHESY RIVER

DISCOVER YOUR PROPER TY VALUE & CALL FOR A FREE APPRAISAL
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SPEEWAH RURAL
FIRE BRIGADE
Part 2 – Today

The Speewah Rural Fire Brigade Area extends from Windy Hollow in the north, Clohesy
River Road and surrounding properties to the south, Macalister Range National Park to the
east, and Kennedy Highway on the west. Not a huge Area, but one with approximately 430
properties made up of small and larger blocks.
The 37 Speewah Rurals with our yellow trucks are ordinary everyday people who put their
hands up to volunteer to help themselves, their families and others by training and working
together to keep their community safe from fire. The Speewah Rural Fire Brigade is made up
of 26 operational (who attend fires), 11 support (behind the scenes) personnel — 14 women
and 23 men. Our crews have been to nine fire events this year and have carried out 12 hazard
reduction burns, some of which were assisting other Brigades outside our Area along with
Clohesy Rural Fire Group. They were out again at fires twice this week while I was writing
this article.
Today, our Brigade stands proud to say we have saved many lives of Rurals throughout
Queensland through them now being supplied with P3 smoke masks as a preventative from
cancer. A deputation from Speewah in 2014 to Premier Newman’s Community Cabinet
Meeting in Mareeba led by then 1st Officer Steve De Prada was successful in the authorisation
of P3 smoke masks for all Queensland Rural Fire Brigade volunteers. We bought our own
rather than wait for the legislation of approval to go through, but they did eventually arrive.
We are again using our own masks, because some time ago QFES withdrew State supplied
masks to allow training in cleaning to occur and we are not sure when they will be returned.
Volunteer members from all walks of life would have their own stories, different
backgrounds, ages and reasons for joining. There are too many positively inspiring tales to
relate and I will single out one.
Operational member (Willow) Raymond Wilson joined Speewah in 2014 after Steve
approached him to be part of our Brigade and now says, “I always have been an active member
of the Brigade and was voted in at the last AGM as Equipment Officer which I find rewarding.
I am semi-retired, but have been a Marine Engineer since 1997 so maintenance and upkeep
of the Brigade’s equipment comes easy.
I achieved the position of Crew Leader in April 2021 and have gained my Cert.1 Chainsaw
ticket and First Aid update through the Brigade and am designated driver to most events
because of my licence for our larger appliances. I would like to see suitable Driver training for
all operational members to allow everyone a chance to develop their off road skills. Clohesy
RF Group is a close knit community of like-minded people who put in a lot of effort to keep
our Community safe and I am proud to be part of it. Everyone acts in a professional and safe
manner and I have learnt a lot in my time with the Speewah Rural Fire Brigade.”
Some interesting information about our members which might surprise readers:
Chairperson, Ann (Support member), came from South Australia eight years ago and
was a member of the Country Fire Brigade, and a radio operator for the district during the
February 1983 Ash Wednesday Bushfires. Ann has a nursing background and trains aged
care workers, and assists elderly clients to remain in their home with help for as long as
possible. Ann believes that when living in a community and taking in its benefits, one must
put something back.
First Officer/Deputy Warden, Mick, works from home operating a backhoe and a dog wash
business, drag racing his super-charged 2017 Ford Mustang GT at Springmount Raceway is
also high on his list of interests and he even won a couple of championships this year. He had
a Brigade at Wattle Hills Station, Pascoe River.
Second Officer/Deputy Warden, Stephan, is a fully qualified cabinetmaker from Germany
and arrived in Australia in 1989. He spent time working in PNG and joined our Brigade in
2013. He has conducted school-based safety fire instruction programmes at Mareeba High
School for large groups of students in 2017 and 2018.
Third Officer, Donna, Crew Leader has attended many fires over the years but finds it
difficult to get away now because of her busy Social Work with the Endeavour Foundation.
Planned Hazard burns are fitted in.
Fourth Officer, Greg, is Donna’s dad and can often be found at every country music festival
where his boisterous laugh can be heard everywhere.
Fifth Officer, Gerri, came from Holland in 1974 where he had been Motor Cross Champion
in Europe, loved speed ice skating and of course bike racing – any sport with heaps of action.
He came to Cairns 1981, he was a carpenter and joined our Brigade in 1996. Wife Barbara

(Support) travelled widely all over the world and ended up in Cairns in 1979 by sailing ship.
Trained as a nurse, she worked at Calvary Hospital and Flying Doctors and managed her own
home childcare centre for 10 years when she came to Speewah, later volunteering to teach
English at TAFE to non-English speaking people.
Speewah RF Brigade is one that can be depended on to be there when needed. Volunteers
most welcome.
Contributed by Yvonne Thomson, Support member/ Voluntary Community Educator.

Above left: On
the ground
Above: Willow in
the engine room
Above right: Ray
Wilson
Right: Ann Bell
Far right: Donna
and Willow

KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • 4093 7118
“Professional Care in Your Community”

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery –
Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)
Dr Hal Hancock: Fridays 9.00am–4.00pm
Dr Veerendra Sinha: specialises in skin cancers and excisions –
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Agufana Pepela: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (am),
outreach every second Monday at Kowrowa
Dr Yvonne Doveren: Outreach & Indigenous Health only –
every Thursday fortnight
Dr Steve Salleras: Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Raheel Ahmed: Monday to Friday 8.30am–5.00pm
Nurse Terry: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday –
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander patients
Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse,
Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm

URBAN EXPANSION LINKED TO DANGEROUS DISEASE
Urban expansion may have contributed to a rise in cases of a dangerous soil-borne disease
in Far North Queensland, a new study has found. Melioidosis is a potentially fatal bacterial
disease that is found in ground water and soil, with outbreaks documented following extreme
weather events. The disease occurs when skin abrasions or wounds come into contact with
wet soil or water contaminated by the bacteria Burkholderia pseudomallei.
Cairns Hospital has recorded nearly 400 cases of melioidosis in the past two decades,
with more than double the amount of cases in the last few years than would typically occur in
Far North Queensland. Dr Simon Smith, an infectious diseases physician at the Cairns and
Hinterland Hospital and Health Service, led a team that examined 297 of the cases, to help
determine their cause. The research team looked at local climatic factors including rainfall,
temperatures, cloud cover, dew points and even cyclones. Dr Smith said while increased
cases of melioidosis were usually associated with cyclone activity, there had only been one
cyclone within 200km of the study area during the 20-year period.
However, he said they did find a link between the construction of a new motorway south
of Cairns, and the rise in infections. “Before the expansion of the southern motorway in
Cairns in 2011, there was only one case of melioidosis that
occurred within 1km of the existing road, and two cases
within 2km,” he said. “However, after the road construction
started in 2011, 15 cases occurred within 1km of the highway
and 27 occurred within 2km. The motorway was also built
predominantly through alluvial plain soils, with moderate
Sharlene Kemp
clay content and poor drainage which favours growth of the
0409 255 427
bacteria that causes melioidosis.”
“The biggest lesson to learn from this project, is that
77 Kelly Road, Speewah
anyone working in soil or muddy water – particularly after
etteleahpark@bigpond.com
heavy rains – should wear footwear and use gloves while
Hair Off The Dog FNQ
working outdoors.
Symptoms of melioidosis include fever, cough and
difficulty breathing; the effects can be very severe and almost
always result in hospitalisation. Sometimes the disease may
present as superficial skin infections or abscesses.
Source: Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service
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The Speewah District Residents Association
Naming Dick Louk Creek
Long-term member of the Speewah District Residents Association (SDRA), Vivienne
Veivers is passionate about the significance of places in her neighbourhood at Speewah
and their historical conservation. As such, she is seeking to have a little seasonal creek that
crosses the road near her place officially named ‘Dick Louk Creek’, after a pioneer Chinese
farmer who lived and farmed there. The rationale behind this is quite simple: the creek has
been known as ‘Dick Louk Creek’ since the late 1880s and officially naming it as such helps to
conserve some of the rich tapestry of post contact history in the neighbourhood.
According to Vivienne, Dick Louk was a Chinese pioneering farmer at Speewah and
we are interested if anyone can tell us anything about his life. It is likely that Dick Louk
is an anglicised version of his Chinese name, but this is only an assumption. The Chinese
were an integral part of the social fabric in northern Australia (which had a much larger
Asian population per capita than southern Australia until the mid-20th Century) and were
important in agricultural production, supply, and sales. Vivienne is working with the SDRA
to compile further information about Dick Louk in her application with the Department of
Natural Resources for naming an un-named creek. She has found the location of Dick Louk’s
property recorded on an 1898 survey map of the area and is currently seeking any information
about the life of Dick Louk.
If you are interested in this project or have information that may assist, please contact
Vivienne at veivers5@icloud.com and Annie Austin at anne.austin@my.jcu.edu.au. The next
meeting of the SDRA is scheduled for 7 February 2022 from 6–7pm and we look forward to
seeing Speewah residents there. This is a great opportunity for you to discuss any issues that
you may feel are relevant to the community with Council. If you have any issues that you
would like to discuss, please advise our secretary, Jo Garbellini on jgarbell15@gmail.com for
the meeting’s agenda.

Every year, Kuranda’s Emergency Services come together to make sure that Santa doesn’t get
lost as he travels around Kuranda visiting the children and adults of the Kuranda community.
The unexpected cacophony of sirens sure gets some hearts racing – and not just Kuranda kids
who eagerly line the streets and roads of the district, to wave to our Emergency Super-heroes,
and maybe catch a lolly or two. Every year it comes as a big surprise to newcomers to the area
– so this is your heads up. Representatives from Queensland Police Service, Queensland Fire
and Emergency Service, Rural Fire Service and SES volunteers all participate in this annual
event.
This year on Saturday 18 December, Operation Rudolph will kick off with TWO separate
routes – Kuranda and surrounds, and Speewah/Cardinia/Koah – see details below.

Kuranda and
surrounds

speewah, cardinia
and koah

Departs Kuranda Urban Fire Station
at 2pm then travels via

Departs Speewah Tavern
at 2.30pm then travels via
• Speewah Road to Stoney Creek Road

• Coondoo Street — Thongon Street
• Barron Falls Road
• Mason Road — Williamson Drive
• Warril Drive
• Gregory Terrace — Coconut Grove —
Saddle Mountain Road
• Myola Road — Oak Forest Road —
Mantaka — Kowrowa

• Stoney Creek Road to Kelly Road
• Up Kelly Road to the Possum Ridge
turnoff
• Back the same way to Speewah Road
• Ganyan Drive loop then
William Smith Drive
• Right turn into Douglas Track and
into Veivers Drive
• Veivers Drive back to the highway, then
Cardinia Boulevard
• Koah Road to the end and back
• Finishing at the Koah Hall

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION
ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION
BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION
AUDIT

4092 1244

Call Tony

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

0432 773 351
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Calling All [aspiring] Kuranda Writers
The Mareeba Shire Council Libraries, Queensland Writers Centre (QWC) and the Cairns Tropical
Writers Festival reached out on Tuesday 16th November in Kuranda with a wonderful writing
class taught by the delightful author and creative writing coach, Dr Andrea Baldwin.
A group of writers (and even a few activists) of all experience levels attended and enjoyed a
day crafting stories, thoughts and reflections using the Pomodoro method of writing.
From a day of valuable information and fun creativity arose the idea to reform a Writers Group
in Kuranda. If Kuranda is interested, we would envision coming together early next year to
discuss the hows and whens of a local writing group to support all forms of writing – story,
journal, play, poem, or song.
Whether you just need a quiet space to write, or are wanting support or feedback on your
current works or if you are wanting to start your writing journey and gain valuable skills then
please send an expression of interest to Rachael Kelly at rechronicler@pm.me

Kuranda Media Association and KDSC Awards
This year the Kuranda Media Association (KMA), publisher of The Kuranda Paper,
was pleased to sponsor a new award for Kuranda District State College students at
their recent academic awards ceremony. To encourage creative writing in children,
the KMA offered a prize of $100 each for a Creative Writing/Journalism Award for
both junior and senior students.
We invite all creative young writers to send contributions to The Kuranda Paper
– no matter the topic!
L-R: KMA Vice President, Nettie O'Connell presenting Year 6 student Indiana Johnson with her P-6
Creative Writing Award, and Year 9 student Summer Ford who won the Year 7-12 age group.
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WILLIAM (BILL) COOPER
EXHIBITION
Cairns Art Gallery

FROGS RESTAURANT
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Visit us at the
Heritage Markets
Join us for

Kuranda HEARTbeats
Saturday 11 December
Cinnamon Sun (aka Davy
Simony) playing 5pm–7pm
Pássaros Do Paraíso Cairns
Samba Dancers performing
7.15–7.40pm
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Celebrating 40 years of quality service in Kuranda 2020
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Trip Advisor Certificate of
Excellence 2013–2020.
8 years running!

Exhibition open until
13 February 2022
[FREE ENTRY]
Monday to Friday 9am–5pm
Saturday 10am–5pm
Sunday 10am–2pm

Cnr Coondoo & Thongon Streets • 4093 9026

www.kurandaartscoop.com

"Desert Spring" by Colin Free

Colin Free – Another approach to Abstract Painting

"Song Circles" by Pam Schultz

An approach to a painting: Pam Schultz – Part 2
Last month’s paper showed stage one of my abstract painting,
Song Circles. Reviewing it, I stood back from the work to
check the balance, composition and juxtaposition of colours.
I noticed the following:
1. The image was too flat. Therefore, I added tones of
grey and white that I mixed into the pure colours
and left streaks of the same. I also added yellow to
brighten up the green.
2. Some hard edges were neither hard, neat or soft, so
I softened the edges with brushing and my finger in
some places.
3. The large blob of teal needed something, but what?
4. The eye, while moving around the swirls, also moved
off the edge.
The next inspiration came from a Turkish hand-made carpet
in the room. What was I thinking? A completely different
approach? Reading about these carpets in a book, I see
green symbolises heaven; blue nobility and grandeur; yellow
to keep evil away, and black symbolises purification from
worries. I decided to add a pattern with black and gold to give

my painting a richer quality. I addressed the edge ‘runoff’
with a border. Thus, from native American influences to the
Yagci Bedir of the mountains of the Aegian sea carpets.
Pam’s artwork can be found on the Kuranda Arts Co-op
website www.kurandaartscoop.com/artist-pam-schultz
11 December HEARTbeats Festival
The Arts Co-op will be heading the ARTS in this event.
Exhibition of larger paintings and artworks will be shown
across the road in the shop of former ‘Silver Chain’. There will
be demonstrations of various art mediums by Kate Prynne,
Toni Rogers, Lieselotte Edwards and Buck Richardson.
Sandy Hablethwaite and Robyn King will be conducting free
activities for children, including stamping and painting on
paper for Christmas decorations. Fun, fun. Visit our end of
Coondoo Street during the day for these activities. Meet the
artists.
Clifford de Silva, renowned local guitarist, will be playing
at the Co-op gallery between 1–3pm.
Come and share the music, the demonstrations, the colour,
the fun and the artworks at our end of Coondoo Street.

The Focus on Kuranda
Photography Group
is a Facebook group for
photographers of all levels.
Photos featured here have
received the most 'likes' for
the previous month (at the
time of going to print).

Colin is an abstract artist presently showing at the Co-op
gallery. His painting, Desert Spring 2019 is based around a
photographic image ... which is of acrylic paint and mixed
media on canvas. It has three panels 1010mm x 800mm
and is encased in a timber frame. It is a representation of
that image. Colin sometimes works from images which have
interested him in their shape and colour and sometimes
he works from imagination and experimentation. When
he works from an existing image, he sees his work as more
impressionistic rather than a pure abstract image. Rather
than trying to copy an image he tries to interpret and reflect
the impressions and feelings that he gets from the image. In
this case, apart from his acrylics, he has used gels and resins,
ink, paper and sand to convey his representation. In some
cases, he will do a series based on an image with the evolution
of these paintings looking nothing like the original image but
still chasing that feeling.

The Management committee and the
members of the
Kuranda Arts Co-op
extend grateful thanks and seasonal
wishes to our community and supporters.
We wish you the very best for the
Festive season and a most creative
2022
AMR
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"Victoria Rifle Bird striking a pose, Speewah" by Elly Veivers
(28 October 2021)
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NEW ORIGINAL MUSIC RELEASE
Tyrone Howell – Nature's Relic
Local musician, Tyrone Howell, has just released his debut EP on Zenon Records (a
prominent record label with a worldwide following).
Tyrone has spent endless hours creating his muisic, his dedication to this genre
has been acknowledged by his many fans and now by Zenon records, his music is
being distributed world-wide.
A journey into the sacred tones of Far North Queensland, Komorebi AKA Tyrone
Howell presents to you his EP – Nature's Relic. A music project evolved from
humble small town influences reflective of FNQ's signature style. Influenced by
the rainforests of Kuranda, Buluwai/Djabugay sacred land, his sound intrinsically
creates an atmosphere of deep organic psychedelia intertwined with futuristic
nature aesthetics. Listening to his album upholds creation, intent and clean delivery,
exclusive and not to be missed.
Check out his album at www.zenonrecords.bandcamp.com/album/naturesrelic-24-bit

KURANDA AMPHITHEATRE SOCIETY INC
NOTICE
GENERAL MEETING
SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 3.30pm
TOP PAVILION
All members welcome
An end of year Thank you BBQ for members and 2021 volunteers
to enjoy after the meeting
Please support the Amphitheatre and its Management Committee in these tough times. Some
hard decisions have been made for the longevity of the venue, which is difficult, but hopefully
during this quiet period, it will be a productive time for maintenance and repairs, and time to
write applications for funding. Fingers crossed.
The Amphitheatre has our local community hirers utilising the space regularly throughout
the week for dance, workshops, rehearsals, choir, dog training and more. It's a mixed bunch
of interests and arts. We thank these groups for being at the Amphitheatre.
The Amphitheatre is available for day hire for workshops, seminars, main stage use,
health and wellness groups etc, and in 2022, we will hopefully be branching into wedding
receptions.
Our last small event hire for the year, the Loony Poets group, was enjoyed by all and
topped off with a beautiful lunar eclipse seen from the terraces—stunning! A night of music,
poetry and entertainment.
The same weekend a photography group enjoyed the space, and by all reports, a great
night and they are planning another.
The Kuranda Amphitheatre may look quiet from the outside, but in fact it is busy with
Arts and Culture always. As in the beginning...from little things...
Working Bee for Sunday 12 December 10am–2pm
Preparing the gardens for the wet, some mulching, pruning, planning for cyclone season,
a general tidy up…and there are always smaller jobs to do too. Lunch and refreshments
provided.
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED FOR THE GROUNDS AND REPAIRS.
THIS REALLY IS THE BEST WAY TO HELP AT THE MOMENT!!
Party Hires
Confirming – ‘Party Hires’ are still suspended until further notice due to costs and
insurances involved. The Amphitheatre will honour the last booking for year which was made
early in 2021. While small hire events are always wonderful, these will be put on hold for now,
until we have the financial status again to budget for these. The Amphitheatre hopes this will
change with large concert bookings in 2022.

Silent Art Auction and Live Drawing Classes
Pictured is an original acrylic painting by David Stacey and Kirty Bell painted live at the
Kuranda Amphitheatre Loony Poets Mushroom Moon night on 19 November. To bid for
this work in a silent auction, visit David H Stacey gallery @ the Heritage Markets. Bidding
closes at 4pm 12 December 2021.
A further work will be created during the Kuranda HEARTbeats event on Saturday 11
December and bids on that artwork will also be taken. How a silent auction works –
Bids and contact details are written on paper, and the highest bidder at the close of the
auction wins!
David and Kirty will also be offering live drawing classes on a weekly basis commencing
mid-January 2022. If there is enough interest. Contact David 0428 595 516 or via email
davidhstacey@outlook.com
Live action painting
at Looney Poets.
Photo: Gayle Hannah

The Amphitheatre wishes our community a very happy and safe Christmas and a
spectacular New Year in 2022. ……..There is always a silver lining…….
Here’s to a full house in 2022!
KAS Management Committee and Support

www.kurandaamphitheatre.org
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

Honey House Kuranda
is seeking
new suppliers of
quality, local, raw
honey for our
artisan range.
Please pop
into the shop
for a chat or email

honeyhouse@bigpond.com

LOCAL KURANDA
PLUMBER & GASFITTER
Servicing all areas of
• Kuranda • Speewah • Koah • Mareeba

FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES

Joe Gundrum 0438 587 753
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Family Health
Corner

“With my love and passion
for Naturopathy, I utilise
natural methods to ignite
your vitality, to allow you
to heal naturally and
regain the energy and
strength you need to
feel ‘whole’ again.”
Jaunita May,
Your Family Naturopath
Nutrition | Herbal
Medicine Homeopathy
| Flower Essences
Meditation | Far Infrared
Sauna Iridology |
Magnesium Spa
383 Myola Road, Kuranda
Phone: 0423 866 959
Email: jaunita.may@gmail.com
@yourfamilynaturopath
www.yourfamilynaturopath.com.au

THAI KAI CAFE
TAKEAWAY OR DINE IN
OPENING HOURS

BYO

Wednesday & Thursday 4 –7.30pm
Friday & Saturday 11.30am–7.30pm
Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday
**Bookings required for dining**

Phone 4093 8770

The Red House, 24 Coondoo St, Kuranda

bath shop
handmade in Kuranda
soap, bath products,
natural skincare, essential oils,
candles, gifts & more

Wishing you a Wonderful
Festive Season!
December OPEN Wed-Sun. 10am-3pm
Everyday from 26th~
Twilight Trading. December 11th 10am-8pm
Shop 4/25 coondoo St. tel 0428643117
fb ceti bath shop ceti.com.au

by Jaunita May

Finding Calm
Now more than ever we need to find our calm and inner
peace. This article is dedicated to those feeling overwhelmed
and uncertain of their future, for those who feel more anxious
or low-mood around the festive season and every one of us in
general who experiences anxiety.
From April to March 2021 the ABS conducted a
survey relating to COVID-19 and the impact it had on
households. The survey included 3,414 participants. Key
findings for emotional and mental wellbeing included 1
in 5 adult participants (20%) experienced very high levels
of psychological distress with one in three (30%) aged 1834 years also experiencing very high levels of psychological
distress.
Do you suffer anxiety? Do your family members suffer
anxiety? And do you know people who suffer anxiety? In my
clinical and personal experience it affects everyone at some
stage in their life. The good news is there are many ways to
manage anxiety and the most successful measures include
a holistic approach that includes body, mind (spirit) and
environment.
What drives anxiety and what happens to our physiology
(body/mind) when we experience it?
• Fear is the driver of anxiety it is an automatic
neurophysiological response that cognitively causes
a state of alarm warning the body of present or
imminent danger.
• Imminent danger includes real danger and also what
we PERCEIVE as danger.
• Anxiety can be triggered when we overestimate
a perceived threat or danger, which leads to the
overstimulation of our sympathetic (fight and flight)
nervous system.
• Our thoughts alone can drive anxiety, as mentioned
these are things that we fear.
• Traumatic events are another causative factor for
anxiety as well as Post Traumatic Stress.
• Physiological symptoms of anxiety: heart palpitations
or increased heart rate, rapid breathing, shortness
of breath, chest pain, dizziness, diarrhoea, upset
stomach, chills, hot flashes, trembling, shaking,
tingling or numbness in arms and legs, weakness,
unsteadiness, tense muscles, dry mouth, nausea,
sweaty, choking sensation.
• Affective symptoms include: nervous, tense, woundup, frightened, fearful, terrified, edgy, jumpy,
impatient and frustrated.
Anxiety disorders: separation anxiety, selective mutism,
specific phobias, social anxiety, panic disorder (panic
attacks), agoraphobia (fearful of public or open spaces and
concerned they will have a panic-like episode), generalised
anxiety (excessive worry), substance/medication induced
anxiety (substance intoxication or withdrawal of a medical
treatment), anxiety disorder relating to medical condition hypothyroidism, hypoglycaemia, cardiovascular disorders,
congestive heart failure, respiratory illness, metabolic
disturbances, neurological illnesses.
Circuit breakers for anxiety
Exercise to snap our of stressful thinking:
Step 1: Stop/pause – STOP MIND/STOP THAT THINKING
NOW
Step 2: Take a deep breath in through the nose out through
the mouth – 3 times
Step 3: Change your thinking – I can… e.g. get through this,
I must... e.g. look at this situation accurately, I will… e.g.
change the way I perceive this, so I can feel better.
Upgrade your thoughts, with practice new neural
pathways will take shape and like exercise building muscle
making you stronger, your pathways will build a stronger
mind, gifting you with more calm and inner peace. (Source:
The Health Retreat, Maleny)

• Go for a walk in nature, practicing 4-7-8 breathing
technique
• 4-7-8 breathing technique: completely empty your
lungs exhaling with a whooshing sound out of your
mouth. Close your lips inhaling through your nose
and count to four. Then hold your breath for seven
seconds. Exhale whooshing breath from your mouth

for eight seconds. Practice this for four full breaths.
• Have a shower and turn water completely to cold and
immerse your whole body under for as long as you
can.
• Have a hug – grab a family member, friend or pet and
have a long warm hug, the release of oxytocin will
snap you out of your anxious state.
• Meditation – lie on a yoga mat on the floor with
cushions placed to make you comfortable and
consider using Headspace App or simply clear your
mind and practice gentle breathing.
“Where your attention goes the energy flows and then
that thing grows” – Huna Wisdom
Healthy lifestyle practices to reduce anxiety
• Avoid stimulants such as caffeine, nicotine and
alcohol.
• Avoid over-consumption of processed foods and
sugar.
• Practice good sleep hygiene: eat before 7.30pm, no
stimulants before bed including exercise, keep a well
ventilated room, regular bedtime aim for 8-10 hours
sleep, journalling to jot down your worries, to-do-lists
or write what you are grateful for.
• Limit screen time. Swap for quiet time, creative
activities and relaxation.
• Share consistent affection with family/friends.
• Eat slowly and mindfully and share meals with your
family/friends, avoid eating in front of television.
• Enlist the support of a counsellor or psychotherapist.
• Post affirmations around your home – help change
your beliefs to change your behaviour.–Practice
relaxation - whether it is meditation, walking in
nature, yoga, lying on the ground and earthing,
having a sauna, going for a swim, canoeing, fishing,
have a massage or a cup of tea whilst reading a good
book. Relaxation offers us a profound moment in time
to truly be our authentic self.
“Tension is who you think you should be, relaxation is
who you are” Chinese Proverb
Affirmations for an anxious mind:
• I can handle this, I have time for all the things I wish
to enjoy
• I lovingly nourish my body and mind all throughout
the day
• Life is always on my side, this is tricky but with time,
I’ll get there
• I take loving responsibility for cultivating positive
energy within and around me
• Calming thoughts relax and nurture me
• I am empowered by calm communication
We can all get overwhelmed at times, with practice,
communicate with yourself calmly and gently. Relax and
reflect on where you’ve been and where you want to be. It’s
the little steps in the right direction that will start making
small positive changes to your life each and every day (Source:
Relax, A little book of calm, Meredith Gaston).
Nutrients for anxiety (please also consider help from a
registered Naturopath or Nutritionist)
• B vitamins (especially B2, B3, B6), taurine,
tryptophan, zinc, magnesium, SAMe, inositol,
calcium, L-theanine.
Herbs for anxiety (please also consider help from a
registered Herbalist or Naturopath)
• Bacopa, Californian Poppy, Oats Green, Hops, Kava,
Lavender, Mexican Valerian, Passionflower, Valerian,
Withania, Zizyphus
The big message here is don’t let fear change who you are.
Who you are is incredibly special and unique and anxiety is
only something we experience. Let calm and peace be your
focus, anxiety does not have to define you, it’s a state of being
that with time you can change. If you are concerned with your
mental health, visit your GP for a mental health assessment,
or book in with a counsellor/psychotherapist. Natural health
practitioners can help you with dietary, lifestyle and herbal
or homeopathic remedies to further support your mental
health.
Take care of you and each other, Love and light ~ Jaunita
May, Your Family Naturopath
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15 Therwine St, Kuranda
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In some respects, preventing climate breakdown is highly
complicated. But in another, it’s really simple. We need to
• leave fossil fuels in the ground,
• stop deforestation,
• eat a mainly plant-based diet,
• live simpler lives and
• reduce the waste we produce.
"At the UN climate summit in Glasgow last month,
governments failed to set the world on a path to reducing
emissions by 45 per cent by 2030 in order to stabilise the
climate close to 1.5 degrees but did close the gap to that
trajectory" according to Cam Walker of Friends of the Earth
(FoE) Australia.

•

The Bad News
Already at only 1°C warming, we are seeing an increase in
extreme weather events across the world. This has resulted
not only in mass deaths and displacement of peoples, but
also destruction of wildlife. Low lying countries and regions,
such as the Torres Strait, are especially vulnerable to sea
level rises and extreme weather events.

DINOSAURS IN
KURANDA
Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,
gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest
Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!
FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

0408 728 711

Clohesy River in flood

The Climate Crisis

The Good News
Meaningful change can be driven by committed citizens—
and many are stepping up to the challenge:
• Paul and Pabai, Traditional Owners and native title
rights holders of Saibai and Boigu in Gudamalulgal in
the Torres Strait are taking the government to court.
After 65,000 years on the islands, their communities
are being forced to leave due to flooding. They’ll be
arguing that the Federal Government has a legal
responsibility to ensure Torres Strait Islander
Peoples are not harmed by climate change. See
www.australianclimatecase.org.au
• Following on from Stop Adani's recent online rally
attended by many, including FoE members and
Tipping Point, the Bank of New York (BNY) Mellon
pulled out of providing financial services to Adani.
This is a big win for Wangan-Jagalingou Standing Our
Ground cultural custodians who spoke out against
BNY Mellon's financial deal for Adani – and who
have been conducting ceremonies at Adani's mine
site for more than two months at the time of writing.
Ref: www.stopadani.com
• Mass rallies and nonviolent direct actions are taking
place all over the world. In Australia last month,

Thu–Mon
9am to 3pm

activists shut down coal exports from Newcastle, the
world’s biggest coal export port, for more than a week.
See www.blockadeaustralia.com
How You Can Help
• Join Tipping Point www.tippingpoint.org.au and
work towards stopping the burning of coal and gas in
Australia.
• Contact the Federal government at www.preprodonlineservices.environment.gov.au/contact-yourminister and the Queensland Environment minister
Meagan Scanlon (07) 3719 7140
• Email environment@ministerial.qld.gov.au and call
for:
1. More ambitious climate action and renewable
energy projects. These need to be in areas and
of a size that do not impact on our native forests
and wildlife.
2. An independent Environmental Protection
Authority in Queensland to oversee our
environmental policies and ensure protection
for our biodiversity.
3. An increase in and funding for adequate
management of protected areas.
4. A waste levy that funds nature conservation.
May we wish all Kuranda readers a healthy and joyful
2022 filled with activism!

NEXT FoE FNQ MEETING:
For details and to join FoE FNQ,
contact Sarah on 4085 0054/
sarahi3451@gmail.com. All welcome.

Buluwai Indigenous Corporation News
Buluwai Language

Laurence Capocchi

Your local guy looking after your TV problems

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations
• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets
• Home Theatre & Sound Systems
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The Buluwai language belongs to the Paman language
group. There are around 149 language varieties in Cape
York Peninsula, belonging to 55 language variety groups.
The language varieties of Cape York Peninsula belong to the
Paman language group, named after the word for “person”
– “pama” (or “Bama”) – forms of which these languages
all share. Paman languages are members of a larger family
called Paman-Nyungan. The Paman-Nyungan language
family covers 90 per cent of the continent excluding northern
NT and the Kimberley. It is now known that all Australian
languages are related. Check the language map and get more
information at https://www.pamacentre.org.au
Holiday Season
We hope you have the opportunity to get out on country and
enjoy this holiday season with your families and friends.
Whether you’re out in nature walking and enjoying the
sunshine, swimming in our creeks and rivers or watching a
spectacular sunrise or sunset.

Turtle Rock Circuit Walk, Davies Creek
Photo: Buluwai Digital Library

Meetings
10am–12pm, Saturdays @ Kuranda Amphitheatre
2021 Dates: 11 Dec.
2022 Dates: 12 Feb, 12 Mar, 9 Apr, 14 May, 11 June

We wish you a happy and safe holiday season and
peaceful and prosperous new year.

0402 537 952

Antenna Guy
Laurence
laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com
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If you would like to find out more about the corporation’s
activities, get a membership form, Cairns Regional Claim
(CRC) Buluwai areas of responsibility or any other matter
relating to the Buluwai tribe, Dianne Brim can be reached on
0459 062 784.

office@buluwai.org
www.buluwai.org

The
ghosts of
the tree
trunks

Est.1991 Australian made and designed

prey usually has little time to react, yet alone escape. Lichen
Huntsman feed on a variety of invertebrates, including other
predators such as praying mantids and other spiders.
Watching them hunt is simply astonishing, and we had
the privilege of filming them for a documentary some years
ago which was fascinating. We ended up filming them at 1000
frames per second to enable us to see exactly what they were
doing. They were actually so fast that at times they would hit
an insect in a way which was awkward for them, abort the
attack and disappear, and the lucky insect still didn’t know
what had happened!
While living and hunting in full view using camouflage is
one thing, but breeding on the tree trunks takes this spider’s
cryptic repertoire to the next level. Female Lichen Huntsman
lay their eggs on the lichen covered tree trunks, covering them
in a silken egg-sac with special coloured silk and decorated it
with debris to match the surroundings. They then sit upon
the sac protecting it for the next month until it hatches.
Around 100 tiny Lichen Huntsmen will emerge from
the egg sac, all fully formed and miniature replicas of their
parents. They will remain close to their mother for a week or
so, but then disperse to find a spot of their own. Once they do,
they are completely independent and must become supreme
hunters immediately in order to survive.

Shop: 11 Coondoo St.
Kuranda Qld. 4881
OPEN 7 DAYS
10.30 am - 3.00 pm

Phone for a
New Catalogue
1300 575 107

Shop online - www.sandravidendesign.com
Free postage in Australia

12721ARJ

One of the first things noticeable about tree trunks in the
rainforest is the amount of lichen and moss growth that
occurs on them. They are often rich with colour and texture
and a closer look will reveal that they are also home to an
array of animals which at first glance are invisible.
The Lichen Huntsman (Pandercetes gracilis) is a
practically invisible assassin upon the rainforests trees. Their
camouflage is so good that it allows them to remain on the
tree trunks throughout the day, hidden from predators and
prey alike.
The key to this spider's invisibility cloak is a combination
of colour, pattern and hairy body. While the colour and
pattern obviously match the surroundings, it is the clusters of
hair on the body and legs which serve to break up the outline,
preventing shadowing and allowing the spiders to seamlessly
blend to the tree trunks.
Lichen Huntsmen are ambush hunters. They spend
long periods of time siting completely motionless, waiting.
They have eight eyes with relatively good vision, and a set of
specialised hairs that sense vibration. These sensory hairs are
called trichobothria and can detect the slightest vibrations in
the air caused by the movement of other tiny animals; the
wingbeats of a moth, the scuttling of a cockroach. When a
suitable prey animal strays to close to this hidden hunter,
it explodes into action. With a flurry of legs, the Lichen
Huntsman is upon its prey in a millisecond. The hapless

New Colours, New Designs
for a new summer

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife
Above: A Lichen Huntsman
waiting in ambush on a
tree trunk.
Far left: A Lichen
Huntsman on a black
background revealing the
hairs which are key to
their camouflage.
Left: female guarding
her eggs.
Photos: Alan Henderson

m. 0416 120 852 e. artwork@nettieodesign.com

nettieodesign.com
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Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda
Monday and Thursday 9am–1pm • Saturday 10am–12 noon
Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available
4093 8989 (nursery) • 0419 624 940 • 0478 676 122
info@envirocare.org.au • www.envirocare.org.au

Community Nursery and Landcare

Box trailers for hire. Members discount. All plugs catered for
Contact Hans on 0459 978 842 to book.

Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Xmas Nursery closure – 23 December to 6 January

Cain Creek project fully underway

Beau Nash, Sarah and Marra, with Tregan behind the camera

It’s been a great year up in the Far North, untouched by
COVID suppression restrictions which have hampered
free movement for our southern states. For that we can be
very thankful. We’ve completed revegetation and diversity
plantings at 67 and 77 Monaro Close, that’s another 4,000
trees towards habitat for cassowary waterway corridors and
to support the Kuranda Tree frog in linking small populations.
Over 2,000 more seedlings near the mouth of Cain Creek
at 11 Monaro Close (thank you Bronwyn and Brian) and
on Council road reserve. Thanks to the QLD Community
Sustainability Action grant program for their confidence in
awarding two projects focussed on Cain and Owen Creeks.
Recordings of frog calls along the creek line using
acoustic monitors are being undertaken (a big thank you to
landholders for access to the creek lines) and this wet season

“Xmas in Cypress”
(Callitris intratropica)

will see volunteer water
monitoring, a week long frog
survey across all known frog
creeks and acoustic devices
L-R: Acoustic recorder and
out capturing calls in difficult
water quality equipment
to access spots.
And a big thank you to the TRACQS volunteer team with
Beau Nash who planted over 1,000 in quite a steep paddock
leading to Cain Creek, aided by Cairns TAFE students from
CALM Cert. III course. Field volunteer roles available with
training given. Contact Cathy on 0419 624 940.
TRACQS volunteers Marra, Treagan, Beau
and TAFE students Melaine, Matt and Brian

Photo: Jude Ridinsky, KEC
nursery (decorations not
included in purchase)

Celebrate this festive season
with a living, local native
tree.
Cypress pines
will grow in a pot for
several years and we
have various sizes
in stock from $5
to $30. This native
'pine' timber tree
(not a true pine)
can be seen in stands
at Koah and beyond.
Tolerates a wide range
of
temperatures
and
moisture levels. Plant it out
away from your house as it’ll grow into
a largish tree. Also available at the CWA stall 4 December and
outside Australian Bush Store on Therwine Street.

• Date Claimers •

4 December. AGM – Stall at CWA Hall, Native Xmas
trees on sale.
5 December – 4 pm till dark Xmas party, Big Sands this
year. BYO drinks, chairs and a plate to share.
19–24 December Frog monitoring. Monitoring starts
after 7pm. Check our Facebook page for dates and sites or
call 0437 109 653.
Kuranda Tree frog habitat under threat
Frogs are sensitive, therefore great indicators of the
health of any ecosystem. The endemic and critically
endangered Litoria myola is found in the Kuranda region
and its habitat is currently being threatened by invasive
ants. Electric ants and yellow crazy ants have been
found at six of the thirteen Kuranda Envirocare frog
monitoring sites. Biosecurity Queensland and the Wet
Tropics Management Authority are currently working
to eradicate invasive ants from the region through their
eradication programs. Other threats to the frogs of the
Wet Tropics are invasive plants, habitat loss and erosion
issues—rainforest frogs need mature riparian rainforest
and running, clean water for their survival, and erosion
washes sediment into the creeks and disturbs important
frog breeding habitat. Local land care group Kuranda
Envirocare are into their 10th year of a long-term frog
monitoring project which aims to see an increase or
decline in native frog populations in Kuranda creeks.
Frog monitoring happens on the third week of every
month and the public are welcome to join.

detection rates when ants
are at very low numbers.
We aim to bring more
awareness about the
spread of yellow crazy ants
to the local community so
keep an eye out for yellow
crazy ant banners popping
Report yellow crazy ants.
up soon and remember to
Call 1800 CRAZY ANT
report suspect ants. Most
importantly do not remove soil or vegetation from
infestation zones. If you are from a school or group who
would like to learn more, please contact the Taskforce to
book a fun science-based presentation.
What’s happening
Kuranda Envirocare Xmas Party
Where: Big Sands @ Barron River, Buchan St, Korowa
When: Sunday 5 December 4pm until sundown
Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce staff and
volunteers are invited to Envirocare’s Xmas party.
BYO plate to share, drinks and a chair.
If you would like to get involved and come along and
volunteer please contact
coordinator@communitytaskforce.com

Mike Greasley (left) sharing knowledge with Kuranda District
State College students and teachers about invasive ants

Free Dumping – Kuranda Transfer Station 4-5 December
2021 (see page 4)

Kuranda students go crazy for ants
The Taskforce joined with Mike Greasley from Biosecurity
Queensland’s National Electric Ant Eradication Program
to talk with Year 5 students at Kuranda District State
College about yellow crazy ants and electric ants. The
students were very excited to learn that both of these
invasive ants are found in the Kuranda region. This
generated a great deal of enthusiasm in the students
to start recognising and reporting invasive ants. Other
fun facts the students learned about yellow crazy
ants included: they got their name from the erratic
movements they display when disturbed; they spray
formic acid from their abdomen into their prey’s eyes;
they prey on other native insects, reptiles and larger
marsupials; they can also forage in the tree tops and
kill nesting birds. The key message was that invasive
ants are a great threat to our World Heritage-listed Wet
Tropics biodiversity, agriculture and lifestyle.
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Report illegal dumping of general or green waste to the
Mareeba Shire Council on 1300 308 461.

Kuranda tree frog with a yellow crazy ant on its head.
Photo: Mikhaila Jacoby

Barron River infestation
A new infestation of yellow crazy ants has been
discovered along the Barron River. The infestation
and surrounding area have been surveyed by the Wet
Tropics Management Authority’s field team. With the
wet season approaching there is urgency for treatment
to be underway by early December. The infestation
is providing a training opportunity for the Authority’s
new odour detection dogs who have been contributing
greatly to the eradication program by improving

For a free yellow crazy ant inspection, call the Wet
Tropics Management Authority on (07) 4241 0525. A
yellow crazy ant field officer will inspect and/or treat pot
plants, outdoor furniture, machinery, play equipment
and any other items before you re-locate them.

Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
envirocare.org.au/yellow-crazy-ants-taskforce
coordinator@communitytaskforce.com

A community that’s fed up with repeating
the same flawed youth intervention models
and getting the same result needs to take
the plunge, and implement a program
that addresses these points. Establishing a
Youth Training Farm model based around
the framework outlined in this document
could have a huge impact on young people
across this country... I truly believe that

Geoff Guest

-85019-1

0191

20/10/21 9:53 am

The Geoff Guest Way
Truly inspirational people rarely see themselves as such.
Their humility alone is indeed truly inspirational.
Legendary horseman, and mentor and saviour to many
troubled youths in many years of successful operation of the
Petford Training Farm, Geoff Guest (OAM) is a rare breed of
a man, revered from the bush to the boardroom, at home and
internationally.
Finally, his life’s work, helping at risk kids find their way
in life, is available in book form, The Geoff Guest Way: An
Evidence-based Framework for Building Healthy Young
People. This manifesto, written by James Michie, outlines the
foundation of his work, the framework and methodology that
saw Geoff’s initiatives successfully transform around 4,000
troubled and vulnerable youths—some of whom were already
bound for the justice system or suicide, or were recidivists—
into confident, achieving young adults.
It all began in the 1970s, when Geoff, involved in breaking
in horses, would find droves of Indigenous boys watching
him carry out his work. Fascinated by what he was doing,
these boys, many of whom were already on the wrong side of
the law, asked Geoff if they could learn his art. It was the start
of something that many have tried to emulate, for the most
part with limited, or no success, as there were many facets to
the holistic therapy Geoff successfully employed, which until
now, have not been revealed.
For very many years, innumerable boys and girls found
their way to the ever open door of Geoff and his late wife
(Aunty) Norma at Petford, west of Dimbulah. Geoff employed
several staff to help them care for up to 40 young people at

a time, who lived with the couple as if they were their own
family.
This was no paid holiday, no spring camp or jamboree; the
majority of these young people had what is now commonly
referred to as ‘issues’ and were sent to Geoff by parents and
carers, community elders, the courts or social workers. Many
made their own way to the Farm, and still do. These days it
is mainly families that present at Petford, Geoff welcoming
all, and using his own meagre funds to informally educate
them about healthy ways of eating and cooking in recognition
of the immense negative impact an unhealthy diet has on
physical and mental health.
Many of those who have revered and sought to imitate
his work were not aware of the fact that his sometimes
miraculous transformations of young, at risk youths was
attributable not only to diversional therapies such as learning
to break in and train horses, muster, animal husbandry,
practical trade skills and bush crafts, but also healthy eating,
a nurturing and cohesive family environment, and the use
of Electroencephalogram (EEG) to measure brain function
and give insight and possible early diagnosis of such mental
disorders as depression, ADHD and autism.
In one way or another, these kids, ostracised in one way or
another, or at worst demonstrating unacceptable behaviours
that saw them at risk of incarceration, severe mental health
issues or violence, found a meaning to their existence that
didn’t involve drugs, alcohol or substance abuse. They found
a roof over their heads, a healthy meal on the table, and a
growing sense of camaraderie and purpose as they spent their
days building trust with animals, learning to ride and train
their mounts, mustering cattle, building not only corrals, but
friendships, trust and spirit, mending fences and damaged
psyches concurrently.
With a strong leader in Geoff and a vigilant and caring
mother figure at the head of the household team, the young
people thrived in the nurturing, educational environment
created in the Australian bush. Far away from alcohol fuelled
violence, drugs and negative behaviours, the kids thrived, up
early with Geoff for a brisk run in the hills, healthy meals,
and undertaking basic lessons in literacy and numeracy
alongside animal husbandry and manners. Studying animal
behaviour taught them compassion and understanding,
working together to catch and train horses taught team work
and mateship, learning bush crafts brought them back to

Geoff and Norma

their culture, and above all, they acquired hope, and skills
that gave potential for a future.
Sadly, Norma died in 2015, but Geoff is unstoppable,
although five years ago, after an argument with a young
bull left him with cracked ribs, and he was later knocked
unconscious by a brumby stallion after a visitor failed to close
a gate, he finally realised he was no longer invulnerable. But
that doesn’t stop him, indeed he is still breaking in horses at
94.
Geoff continues to be committed to attacking the
problem of delinquent behaviour at grass roots level,
through the pursuit of good health for Indigenous families
in the communities. The stream of troubled individuals and
families turning up at his Petford property never ceases.
Geoff is incredibly well informed on food allergies and
acid/alkaline balance, alcoholism and mental health, and
his years working with troubled youth has provided him
with a profound intuitive ability to identify and successfully
address (through dietary supplements) the cause of various
behaviours, whilst appreciating the need for referral to
clinical specialists when necessary. Having always believed
too much emphasis was placed on sociological issues in
explaining delinquency, and that biochemical variables have
a distinct effect on behaviour, he has spent years studying,
amongst other things, hyperinsulinism (above normal level
of insulin in the body) a condition often referenced in relation
to criminal behaviour, and believes this can be successfully
treated with a low sugar, high protein diet and frequent,
regular meals.
“It might take three decades to see substantial positive
change, but we have to make a start now,” says Geoff.
So the start is here, in the form of The Geoff Guest Way,
now available in hard copy at $24.95 + postage. With huge
thanks to Ireland's of Cairns whose valuable support enabled
or Petford Wellness Association committee to facilitate
printing of the first 200 books. Sponsorship is being sought
to fund further hard copy production. Please email me at
suzy@wordfactory.com.au if you would like a copy.
Suzy Grinter, Speewah.
A Grinter's Tale will return in 2022. Seasons Greetings, Suzy
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and oil. Combine the wet and the mixtures and stir well. Use ⅓ of the mixture and smooth
into the bottom of a well-oiled loaf tin to form a thin, even layer. Place a layer of mango slices
on top and layer with another ⅓ of the batter. Repeat with the final ⅓, topping the loaf with
a layer of sliced mango. Bake at 160-70°C for 50 minutes and allow to cool. Mix together the
coconut drizzle ingredients in a small bowl and pour over the cooled loaf.

marvellous mangos
It is that time of year again … mango season! If you can manage to stop eating them
long enough to create a meal, here are some unusual mango tongue tangos to enjoy.
Queenobeans
Vegan Mango Curry (vegan, gluten-free) via holycowvegan.net
Serves 4
INGREDIENTS: 3 ripe sweet mangos with flesh cubed, 1 cup canned coconut milk or cream,
2 dry red chilli peppers, 1½ tsp brown mustard seeds, 1 tsp vegetable oil, a generous pinch of
asafoetida (optional), ¼ tsp turmeric, one sprig of curry leaves, 2 tsp sugar or grated jaggery
(if you have it).
METHOD: Grind together the coconut milk, ½ cup of the mango flesh, chillies and ½ tsp
mustard seeds. Set aside. Heat the oil and add the remaining mustard seeds. When they
sputter, add the curry leaves, turmeric and asafoetida, if using. Add the mangoes and the
ground coconut milk paste. Add a cup of water and stir the jaggery or sugar. Add salt to taste.
Heat through until the coconut milk barely simmers. Serve hot or warm with rice.
Mango, Coconut and Sultana Naans (vegan) via onegreenplanet.org
Serves 4-6
INGREDIENTS: 250g strong white bread flour, 1 tsp salt, 1 tsp dried yeast, 90ml coconut
milk, 90ml tepid water, one tablespoon mango chutney, quarter cup sultanas, vegetable oil
(for frying).
METHOD: Put flour into a large bowl and add the salt to one side, add the yeast to the other
side so they do not touch. In a jug, mix water and coconut milk. Pour about 2-3 cups of the
water/milk mix into the flour bowl and combine with hands. Add the remaining milk/water
mix if you feel the mixture is too dry. On a lightly oiled surface tip out the dough and knead
for ten minutes until smooth and glossy. Shape into a smooth ball and transfer back into the
bowl and cover with a damp tea towel, leave to prove for an hour in a warm place.
When your hour is up, tip the dough out onto your oiled surface and knock out the air in the
dough. Flatten slightly and add the sultanas and mango chutney like pizza toppings. Knead
the fillings into the dough – fold the dough over the ingredients pressing firmly as you go.
Don’t over-knead you want see mango marbling.
Cut the dough into 4-6 and shape each piece into a ball. Flatten each with a rolling pin further
until they are about 6mm thick. Leave to prove again for half an hour under a dry tea towel.
Add a teaspoon of oil to a hot pan and place the naans in one at a time. Fry for 2 minutes each
side. Place onto kitchen paper to absorb the excess oil.
Spelt, Mango and Coconut Banana Bread (vegan) via onegreenplanet.org
Serves 4-6
INGREDIENTS: For bread: 1¾ cups of spelt flour (or flour of choice), 2 tsp baking powder,
½ tsp baking soda, pinch of salt, 2 tbsp desiccated coconut, ⅓ cup of brown sugar, ⅓ cup
of liquid coconut oil, 3 large overripe bananas mashed, 1 ripe mango chopped or sliced. For
Coconut drizzle icing: 1 tbsp desiccated coconut, 1 tbsp coconut milk, 1 tbsp icing sugar (make
extra if you want some dipping sauce as well).
METHOD: In a bowl, mix together flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt and desiccated
coconut and stir well. In a separate bowl, mash bananas until smooth. Stir in the brown sugar
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Instant Vegan Mango Ice Cream (vegan, gluten-free) via cookrepublic.com
Makes 6-8 large scoops
INGREDIENTS: 700g frozen mango flesh (TIP: chop the mango flesh into small pieces
before weighing the lot and freezing it), 125ml (½ cup) chilled coconut milk, 1-2 tbsp maple
syrup, a big pinch of salt.
METHOD: Place all ingredients in the jug of a high-powered blender and blend until
smooth. (TIP: If you feel that your blender is struggling to blend the frozen fruit (due to lack
of liquids), let the fruit thaw for 10 minutes and then process it). Serve immediately or store
in an air-tight, freezer-safe container in the freezer for up to 2 months. If frozen, thaw at room
temperature for 10 minutes before scooping and serving.
Coconut and Mango Froyo (Frozen Yoghurt) Cookie Sandwiches (vegan)
via onegreenplanet.org
Serves 8
INGREDIENTS: For the Cookies: ½ heaped cup shredded or desiccated coconut, ½ cup,
plus 1 extra tablespoon spelt flour, ¼ tsp baking powder, ¼ tsp baking soda, ½ cup palm or
brown sugar,½ teaspoon vanilla paste, ½ cup liquid coconut oil. For the Mango Ice Froyo:
1 heaped cup frozen mango chunks, 1 tsp palm sugar, ½ cup plain soy or coconut yogurt.
METHOD: For the Cookies: pre-heat oven to 200°C. Line a baking tray with baking paper
Combine dry ingredients in a large mixing bowl. In a separate, smaller bowl, combine the
vanilla paste and melted coconut oil. Pour the coconut oil mix into the dry ingredients,
operating quite quickly because as soon as the coconut oil comes in contact with the cooler
ingredients, it will begin to solidify. Mix with your hands to obtain an even dough. Roll
walnut-sized balls in the palm of your hands. Place each one onto the lined baking tray (sheet)
and flatten. Repeat this process until the dough is exhausted. Bake for 10-13 minutes, or until
the edges are golden and crisp. Allow to cool on a wire rack. The cookies will only be firm if
you let them cool completely before handling, so do not be tempted to eat one straight out of
the oven — it will crumble in your hand!
For the Mango Ice Froyo: Blend half of the mango chunks, the palm sugar and yogurt in a
food processor or high-speed blender until silky smooth. Add the rest of the mango chunks
and blend again. This mixture should now be quite smooth and reasonably firm. Spread onto
half of the cookies and sandwich the remaining cookies on top. If you find the froyo is not
quite solid enough, freeze the froyo for half an hour before spreading onto the cookies. Either
enjoy the cookies straight away or keep them in the freezer. If the latter, remember to defrost
them for at least half an hour to an hour before enjoying.

Cosmic Chickens
in the
Garden of Eden
Chickens
know
their
importance in the cosmos
of creation. They laid
the
metaphor
of
potentiality.
The
Cosmic Egg is one of the
most prominent icons in
human world mythology
from ancient Finnish
and Persian tales, from
Japanese and Egyptian
fables, or Greek and
Hindu
mythology.
Their
embryonic
motif emerges out of
darkness, floating upon
the waters of chaos – precreation waiting to become the cosmos. Within this egg
may reside a divine being who literally creates its self from
nothing – the ex nihilo. This creator may then go on to form
the material universe. Wow.
From the dawn of time, a chicken has been providing
humans with the sustenance of their precious eggs. And
the sustenance of their delicious bodies. And working as a
natural pest controller in the garden. And have helped turn
and aerate your compost and till your soil, adding leaf litter
and bio matter riches as they go. And even their excrement
has nourished the earth as valuable free fertiliser for aeons.
More recently, they have taught your children to be more
aware of where their food comes from. They have even added
to your joy and health with their companionship and antics.
And how have we repaid this vast reservoir of giving? By
locking them up in their thousands, in tiny cages, never to
feel the dirt beneath their feet or the wind in their feathers. To
die young – maimed, diseased exhausted and broken on the
wheel of greed, inhumanity and cheap food. Chickens, alas,
are not revered, as they should be. Where are the chicken
gods and goddesses?
So consider having these little powerhouses of giving in

by Rachael Kelly
your garden. They only ask that you give them food, water, a
predator safe shelter and some ground to scratch around on,
to do what they do best. And this Yuletide maybe bypass the
chicken (and turkey) and have a delicious vegetarian frittata
slice instead.
Here’s a little tale…
Paprika wakes with the first glimpses of light, though
he always sleeps with one eye open, and a ferocious crow
ready for each and every sound of the night that may be a
threat to his ladies. He looks to each side of him at his clan,
his harem, his family, his girls. Lavender, Lilac, Salt, Clove,
Cardamom, Cinnamon, Sesame and his favourite little
Ginger. As the sun slowly creeps up over the land his girls
awaken one by one. He knows the man will come soon and
unlock the door of their safe perch place to allow them to one
by one hop down to ground and stretch the night out of their
feathers. Get their feet back on sacred earth. Feel the soil
between their claws, grounding them instantly, a reminder
that they were the founders of the material universe and
all in it. That they are part of the great web of life and the
dream upon it.
Just to be doubly sure the man will come, he stands tall
and gives a few almighty crows that reverberate around
their tin perching cage. The sound is thunderous and he
preens in pride. A few of the girls mutters about being
deafened, again, but he ignores them and lets rip with
another cock-a-doodle-do. He knows they love him for all he
does for them in their long lazy days of foraging in the forest
and gardens of the people. The best bits of food he finds and
calls them over for, the protection he gives by standing
guard and watching the skies for ‘The Last Shadow’; the
stunning one winged mating dances he performs for his
chosen of the hour; the personal escort he gives each lady

after she has laid her cosmic egg, loudly telling the world of
the miracle and is now ready to be escorted back to the flock
– (this can be very tiring, he notes, as each of his eight ladies
lay singularly throughout the day and he has to escort them
back to the flock every time – it’s something about their
being only one best nest?). The list goes on. He is the fowl of
the hour. The bird of the moment. And what about that time
he attacked the ginormous dragon that came for the clutch
of cosmic eggs. Now that was a tale to tell…
Happy Yuletide and Warm Wishes for the New Year.
Rachael – YourGardenHarvest
www.facebook.com/YourGardenHarvestAustralia

REPORT YELLOW CRAZY ANTS

CALL:

1800 CRAZY ANT

4mm body length

p | 4241 0525
e | yca@wtma.qld.gov.au
w | wettropics.gov.au/yellow-crazy-ants
facebook | @ycawettropics

House/Shed Pads, Land/Site Clearing
Rock Retaining Walls
Driveway/Roadway Excavation
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common
ngirrma, language.
The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes.
Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level
that pushed the people back inland and created the present
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their
stories to the present day.
The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home,
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of
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WORD MEANINGS

BABARRANGAL

BABARRANGAL:
to dislike or hate. Ngawu Mandi
BIRRII
babarrangal.
BUGAA I dislike Mondays.
BIRRII:
near, close by. Birrii nyinan! Sit nearby!
BUGAADJALA

BUGAADJUNU
BUGAA:
tonight, night-time. Djaangunda nyurra
BUGARRA
garrana?
When will you come? Bugaa!
BUNGANDA
BUGAADJALA:
last night. Djaa nyurra bugaadjala?
BURRNGGAL
Where were
you last night?
BUY
BUGAADJUNU:
morning

DJAABURRANG
DJALA
BUNGANDA:
daytime, daylight
DJAMBU
BURRNGGAL:
to snore. Gari burrngga! Ngawu balu
DJILNGGU
wurrmba!
Don’t snore! I can’t sleep!
DJIWARRI
BUY: alright,
okay. Magayin wugu-wu! Get up for
DJUNGGUU
work! Buy!
Okay!
GAGAY
GALGARR yawning. Nyurra djaaburrang. You
DJAABURRANG:
are yawning.
Bairrnda galin! Go to bed!
GANAA
GARI
DJALA:
side. Galin djala-bagirr! Go to the other side!
GIDJARRGUNIL
DJAMBU:
hold on, wait. Djambu warayin! Wait yet!
BUGARRA: yesterday
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GUGUY

DJILNGGU:
down, east. Bungan magaying djilngguGUNGGARRI
malim.GURIGURI
Sun rising from the east.
DJIWARRI:
south. Ngawu djiwarri galing. I’m going
GUWA
south. GUYGUY

MAMINGAL
DJUNGGUU:
back, behind. Djurradjurra! Wrong way!
Djungguu
galin! Go back!
MARRIM
MIRARRIL
GAGAY:
far. Nyurra gagay galiny. You went far
away. MUNU
MURRBA
GALGARR:
long ago
MURRGA

GANAA: under, beneath. Djunggum ganaa walbaa!
NGUMA
Worms are
under the rock!

WAAY
WANGGARR
GIDJARRGUNIL:
WARANG to paint, to cut marks
GUGUY:
the centre. Walba daban banaa
WAWU
gugunyndja.
Throw the stone In the centre of the water.
WULBIL
GUNGGARRI:
north. Nganydji gunggarri galing.
YALUGULI
We are going
north.
YALUUYALUU
YIY on top of. Guriguri bundaa. On top of the
GURIGURI:
GARI: no

mountain

A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words
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/ny/
/ng/
/n.g/
the
/ngg/
/ay/
Stress

				 Michael Quinn

BABARRANGAL
BIRRII
BUGAA
BUGAADJALA
BUGAADJUNU
BUGARRA
BUNGANDA
BURRNGGAL
BUY
DJAABURRANG
DJALA
DJAMBU
DJILNGGU
DJIWARRI
DJUNGGUU
GAGAY
GALGARR
GANAA
GARI
GIDJARRGUNIL

GUGUY
GUNGGARRI
GURIGURI
GUWA
GUYGUY
MAMINGAL
MARRIM
MIRARRIL
MUNU
MURRBA
Photo: Steven Nowakowski
MURRGA
NGUMA
WAAY
WANGGARR
WARANG
WAWU
WULBIL
YALUGULI
YALUUYALUU
YIY

GUWA: west. Bungan djuday-galing guwaa. Sun
going down in the west.
GUYGUY: that’s it!
MAMINGAL: to love, to care for. Bulmba maminga!
Love the country, care for it!
MARRIM: beside. Wuruu-marrim. Beside the river.
MIRARRIL: to give birth. Nganya gunyu mirarriny
guwaa. I was born over there in the west.
MUNU: inside. Munu Garran! Come in!
MURRBA: under the water. Murrba banaa buwan! Go
under the water!
MURRGA: sulk. Gari murrga djanan! Don’t be
sulking!
NGUMA: tomorrow. Ngawu nguma galina
Gimunydja. I’ll go to Cairns tomorrow.
WAAY: Oh!
WANGGARR: up. Nganydji galing wanggarr. We
are going up.
WARANG: waiting. Nganydji bana warang. We are
waiting for the rain.
WAWU: out. Galin wawu! Go out!

DJABUGAY

Vowel Sounds
/a/
is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words
“some, “come” e.g. bama (person)
/a:/
is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but
longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/
is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.
bina
(ear)
/i;/
the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like
the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:
(again)
/u/
is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English
word
“book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/
the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel
sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.
djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/
The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced
simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/
is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan
(moon)
/rr/
a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of
the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly)
/r/
as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car
e.g. biri (fire)

the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and
the weather.
Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic
inheritance.

is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/
pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run
two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”
e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye”
e.g. Djabugay

When saying Djabugay words which syllables
should we stress?
In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g.
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet
snake).
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g.
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

WULBIL: all day, long time. Gari wulbil-mayin! Don’t
be long!
YALUGULI: today
YALUUYALUU: these days
YIY: yes

Buwal bugan Ngirrma bulmba-barra.
Speak the language belonging to this place.
Djabugay ngirrma Windjirri bugaa.

LANGUAGE CLASSES
Wednesday evenings 6-8pm
Djabugay Aboriginal Corporation
Nyuwarri Estate (old Ngoombi farm),
Kennedy Highway, Kuranda.

A L L W ELCOME
Learn about this endangered language with its storylore
going back into the last ice age, with Michael Quinn
and Bada Djaygul, Dennis Hunter

We have new “TAKE CARE – RECENT CASSOWARY
CROSSING” signs for you to put by the roadside where you
have recently seen an adult or juvenile cassowary on or beside
the road. Please call us on 4093 8834 if you would like a sign.
Parent birds are now emerging with their chicks and
making some very risky road crossings.
We now have 8 bin sticker designs available! Protected in a
postal tube, they are excellent gifts for friends and family.
Check out our Facebook page and website. Thank you for
purchasing them and spreading the environmental word.

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881
Phone: 4093 8834 | Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com
www.kurandaconservation.org

** Two sturdy box trailers available
for you to borrow 4093 8834 **

The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!
WE’VE HAD A REMARKABLY GOOD YEAR
• The nursery has done very well over the entire year. Word has got around
along with our consistently good stock. We have sustained a loyal, eager,
dedicated volunteer base and enjoy an ever-growing family. This goes on
day after day and week after week. Like the plants, we never rest. There’s
always something going on, changing with the seasons.
• We’ve saved cassowaries, planted trees, had visits from schools and
kindergartens (and visited them).
• With a lot of help from our friends, we’ve expanded and modernised the
nursery to try to keep up with demand. Thanks to the many seed suppliers
who’ve gone to the trouble to collect an amazing variety of species. In
fact, we’re well known for our selection of species. We’ve even been given
cassowary poo – what treasure!
• An outstanding and wonderful thing has been the generosity of Rebecca
Koller who has gifted us her amazing artwork of local wildlife. We’ve had
these pictures made into stickers for rubbish bins. Now they’re all over
Kuranda, Cairns, Mission Beach, Daintree, the Atherton Tablelands as well
as interstate. We understand they’ve even ended up in Ireland. This work
of Rebecca’s has helped Kuranda Conservation to become financially
independent. What a gift. In turn, we are able to make donations to carers of
bat, birds and wallabies. A million thanks to Rebecca for creating a widereaching and very worthwhile legacy across the region.
• THANK YOU: Over the year so many people have contributed to KCons
success. Some very special acknowledgements go to Jo Martin with her
great mapping work; Di and Phil Daniels with their wildlife caring and
nursery support; Nat and Mat Collins have helped build the new shade house
and Natalie is a nursery organiser and has made such a difference; so to
have Col Faulkner and Kim Stone; Carol has become family. These people
and more are the backbone to KCons.

Mossman State High School Year 10 visiting KCons nursery

OUR WORK CONTINUES OVER THE HOLIDAY AND CYCLONE SEASON
Because of our handy location at the corner of Kennedy Highway and Fallon
Road, in Pademelon Lane, Kuranda, the nursery and bin sticker sales are on your
way home. We are always on the go, occasionally go out for shopping and coffee,
and happy to see you over the summer season. Don’t hesitate to call us on 4093
8834 to check that we’re not on a coffee break.
LET US KNOW IF YOU SEE A CASSOWARY – 4093 8834
Reports of cassowary sightings usually come in bunches. If there’s a bird on the
Kuranda Range Road, many people see it and many reports come in. The local
cassowary population appears to be growing, confirmed by the regular reports
of birds spied by residents. This is really very pleasing to be part of. So successful
has the community at large been with cassowary mindfulness and reporting, that
there are rumours that cassowaries are being removed from the endangered
species list. Road accidents remain the outstanding threat to these birds..

BA SED IN KURA NDA

TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated

www.kurandaconservation.org
Kuranda Conservation_Curlew wheelie bin 1_350x600.indd 1

8/3/21 3:58 pm

Kuranda Conservation_Cassowary wheelie bin 2_350x600.indd 1

14/6/20 9:33 am

www.kurandaconservation.org
Kuranda Conservation_Possum wheelie bin_350x600.indd 1

Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist

www.kurandaconservation.org

www.kurandaconservation.org

7/10/21 3:04 pm
Kuranda Conservation_Bat wheelie bin_350x600.indd 1

7/10/21 3:05 pm

0408 150 734
treelopperscairns@gmail.com

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised
• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice
• No job too big or too small

www.kurandaconservation.org
Kuranda Conservation_Frog wheelie bin_350x600.indd 1

www.kurandaconservation.org
Kuranda Conservation_Cassowary wheelie bin 1_350x600.indd 1

14/6/20 9:34 am
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www.kurandaconservation.org
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www.kurandaconservation.org
Kuranda Conservation_Curlew wheelie bin 2_350x600.indd 1
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Contact Jax at Kuranda Conservation 4093 8834 or
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com
to purchase your bin stickers.

treelc.com.au

Local resident, Pat Daly, was very fortunate to run into this
handsome fellow when he took the opportunity to check out
the recently completed Barron Falls Walking Track on
28 November 2021.

Experience ranging from small trees through to
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing
and controlled tree removal.

WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.
Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland
Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

Over 20 years experience in the concrete industry
Kuranda resident for 18 years
The Kuranda Paper | December 2021/January 2022 23

Astrology

A VIEW FROM THE
UNDERSTOREY
by Paul Devine
FNQ Natural Bushcare

The Stars in NOVEMBER

"Look at Mother Nature on the run in the
21st Century"
The last few verses of After the Goldrush, told from the
perspective of a tired young man, possibly a soldier, lying
in the basement of a burnt-out house within a devastated
landscape, reports a scene of flashing colours and crying
children. Amidst this chaos the chosen ones are being loaded
into silver spaceships. "Flying Mother Nature’s silver seed to
a new home in the sun."
The changes from two centuries of industrialisation
were perceivable at first only to scientists. Minute but
slowly increasing levels of carbon dioxide and methane
with increasing temperatures triggered their interest. By the
1970s they saw clearly what was happening and the imminent
danger. For the next fifty years they urgently explained what
they knew to be true.
Beginning in the 1990s, species of plants, animals and
fungi that inhabited very specific habitats, relied on seasonal
stability, or had complex life cycles were first to fall. Frogs,
plants on mountain-tops, some insects, coral reefs, and
migratory birds—no part of the globe was immune. Even
here where we once lived.
Scientists, environmentalists, the young and spiritual
leaders proposed a solution. It gained momentary popularity
but when it became obvious that they were suggesting that
we cut our emissions by 80 per cent with all the associated
hassles that meant, to allow the environment and most
of the world’s population in other countries to benefit, the
idea was finally rejected. We came together, of course, to
work things out. Human beings were so good at that sort of
thing. True to our patterns of evasion we sent our political
representatives to speak for us. The powerful, with the help
of some who craved being close to that kind of power, got the
right outcome and the proper warnings were sent to the rest.
Soon the impacts of climate change accelerated and
deepened. Whole systems began to collapse. Entire river
systems dried, polar zones thawed, forests burnt, oceans
become acidic, and deserts spread. Ecosystems were no
longer able to hold their integrity anywhere.
As systems collapsed, rolling natural disasters now
continuous, the poorest human beings who lived closest to
those systems, relied on them for their immediate survival
and lived day-to-day and hand to mouth were the first to die.
Strife, war, and terror was widespread by now of course. Those
who were able to flee with their families took that option. They
joined the hundreds of millions of environmental refugees,
64 per cent under the age of eighteen, moving towards the
perceived safety of the still well-resourced wealthy empire
nations. Those attempts, of course, were forlorn. The empire
nations had been preparing for decades. They had worked
hard with their allies to establish “the politics of the armed
lifeboat” and had built securitised borders, aggressive antiimmigrant policing, counterinsurgency practices, and
powerful navies with nuclear submarines. This is who we
were.

Term 4 is always extra busy at Kindy, as we prepare for
transition to Prep next year and have fun with end of year
celebrations. The warm weather has been perfect as we
continued our Water Play Wednesdays this term, and we are
looking forward to a beach party for our last one for the year.
Mrs Kennedy and the Prep class at Kuranda District State
College have welcomed us twice this term, allowing the Kindy
children to experience some of the fun activities that happen
in the Prep classroom. The children enjoyed trying different
activities with a Prep Buddy, such as creating with playdough,
doing puzzles, building with lego and painting. The children
were also treated to a story read by Mrs Kennedy and a
play on the playground. Deputy Principal Ms Forgie has
also visited the Kindy on several occasions to meet parents,
answer questions and conduct Prep enrolment interviews.
Thank you to KDSC, Mrs Kennedy and Ms Forgie for helping
the smooth transition for children to Prep next year!
As the year comes to a close (way too quickly), we have
started thinking about Christmas. We have been enjoying
Christmas craft activities, decorating our Kindy Christmas
Tree, and learning about what things our families and
24
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FNQ Natural
Bushcare
Let me help manage and
regenerate your bushland.
Thirty-five years of bushcare
experience.
Contact me for free
consultation & quote.

Natural (non-chemical)
regenerative methods used.

Paul Devine
0409 816456

Australian Association of
Bush Regenerators (AABR)

Here even though we were initially able to capture
whatever resources we could from those mostly abandoned
countries it quickly became obvious it would be impossible
for us all to survive in our “armed lifeboat”. Of course, only
the elites had what was needed to protect themselves from
the effects of the now toxic environment. They told us that
it would be impossible to help everybody. I believe some of
them are now planning to move to space.
At the COP26 in November 2021 the developed 'empire
nations' refused to increase and approve financing for climate
mitigation and adaptation in the world's poorer nations or
to pay compensation to some developing countries in return
for those countries reducing their emissions into the future.
Later India led a last-minute move to downgrade the Climate
Deal by objecting to restrictions that were to be placed on
coal.
In the period 1750 to the present, India emitted about 12
per cent of the GHG emissions of Australia and presently has
a per capita emission eight times smaller than us. But it is
now desperately straining to lift its massive population out
of poverty so is currently the world’s fourth largest carbon
emitter. It is incredibly exposed to the impacts of climate
change. Its rivers are drying, and the toxicity of its atmosphere
is the world’s worst. In the absence of compensation to assist
with its plight, its Prime Minister will forge ahead with coal
and is gambling that his nation's poor will absorb the serious
privations of increasing climate change to allow the middleclass and elites of his nation to taste what we have.
Meanwhile despite the pleas of the people of the Pacific
Nations, some of whom have evacuated their homes,
Australia refused any additional help to the poor countries,
refused to increase our emission targets, refused to commit
to shutting down coal and actively lobbied to undermine the
attempts by other countries to restrict future fossil fuel use.
We were very busy securing future coal markets. This is who
we are.
Merry Christmas.

different cultures do to celebrate Christmas and other
occasions. Children will also have the opportunity to send a
letter to Santa using the special box at the Kuranda Library at
our last visit for the year. And of course there has been extra
cheer as we listen to and sing Christmas carols. The children
have been practicing for the end of year celebration, where
they will sing a song or two for their families.
The end of year celebration is always filled with mixed
emotions as we say goodbye to some of our friends and
educators who have been a big part of our life for the past
year. It is an opportunity to reflect on how much our little
ones have grown and developed since Day one at Kindy, and
all the fun things we have done and learned about during the
year. For some it is the end of a chapter as they get ready to
start the next one at school next year, which can be exciting
and daunting for both children and parents.
Good luck to all our graduating children and a massive
thank you to Miss Sue, Miss Wasana, Miss Tracy, Miss
Bobbie and Miss Teha for your dedication, love and support
to our Kindy Families this year. Merry Christmas!

ENROLMENTS
We are now accepting enrolments for 2022 for
3 and 4 year olds. We offer two groups:
Mondays, Tuesdays and alternate Wednesdays, or
alternate Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays,
both from 8.20am–2.30pm.
Enquire now! Drop in or get in touch on 4093 8087
or email kcka@westnet.com.au

Rob hart
Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

A solar eclipse on 4 December, at 12 degrees 22 minutes
Sagittarius, sets the tone for the solstice season. Being in
a tight conjunction with Mercury; “Messages from afar”,
rapid-fire exchanges of information full of hidden tricks and
exaggerations are rampant. Never a better opportunity to
separate the truth from the deceptive manipulation. Analyse
and discriminate. There is much going on now; tight aspects
between Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Neptune and Pluto are
a clear indication of very busy times a’comin and really big,
important stuff needing to be processed.
The exact conjunction between Venus and Pluto on the
12th, that’s 12-12-21, has a potent ring to it. In Capricorn, it
manifests passion, desire and power in a structured, practical
way. Where does 25 degrees Capricorn sit in your own natal
chart?
Venus then proceeds to make a nice little aspect
with Jupiter, well almost, on 18-19 December as it turns
retrograde and realigns with Pluto for a second pass on…
da da! Christmas Day. Second helping anyone? This is highenergy passion manifesting much “Good Fortune” during
this time. No holding back now…
And not to be left out, Mercury conjoins Pluto on 28-29
December, picking up the crumbs and feeding the little birds!
On the December Solstice, our longest day, 22 December,
the Sun reaches the Tropic of Capricorn and begins to
head north again. Celebrate the Solstice according to your
culture, but know it’s the same for us all and this year with a
disseminating Moon phase in Leo, we’ll see how much we’ve
learnt over the past six months and how we will apply it.
Mars end the month on 12 degrees Sagittarius, the point
that we came in on with the solar eclipse. Now the effects
of the eclipse really kick in, active, physical, courageous and
militant. We are lined up ready for 2022. “Are you ready for
the country because it’s time to go?” Neil Young‘s timeless
question reverberates now. January 2022 begins with a
Capricorn new moon. Head for the hills! “Ain’t no mountain
high enough”…
Jupiter, ancient ruler of Pisces, is in his ancestral home,
Pisces, all month and for two months to come. So service,
compassion and spiritual journeying have a positive depth to
them. Teachers and guides will come.
And the very exciting bursting of the Sun into Aquarius
happens on 20 January with, again, a disseminating moon in
Leo and a tight little alignment of Mars and Pluto. Nothing
subtle about that lot! Power struggles and demolitions,
something is erupting here. Explosive at the time, but for the
highest good as we evolve. Keep an eye on the early degrees of
Aquarius and Pisces and 26 degrees Capricorn in your natal
chart this time if you want to navigate through this time. A
new order is taking shape now…
Saturn, which we’ve ignored so far, (and why wouldn’t
you?) the ancient ruler of Aquarius is now, and through
January, enthroned right in the middle of Aquarius. Hasn’t
given up the throne just yet, but Uranus, current Aquarian
ruler, is climbing into the ring, squaring off to Saturn from
Taurus. Tough contest of Ali-Foreman proportions. Just in
the prelims now as the traditions and the “New Wave” look
for dominance. It’s a contest.
The Sun is with Saturn for now, look to the pure bedrock
and build on that. It doesn’t get any easier for little while…
Joyous Solstice to all
Blessings

Kuranda District State College
Year 12 Formal 2021

•
•
•
•

On the evening of Friday 19 November, the Year 12 students
of Kuranda District State College celebrated the completion
of 13 years of schooling. At 5pm the graduating students
began arriving at the Cairns Reef Casino in their limousines
and vintage cars. They walked the red carpet resplendent in
their suits and gowns to join their friends and family, College
teachers and staff, for a night of shared memories.
Although the class of 2021 was made up of 20 students,
there were 138 guests in attendance, and in the words of
valedictorian College Captain, Charity Lake “This has always
been a small cohort, at one point in Year 9 there were only
12 students in the class, but this made us even closer. Often
times I’d hear people refer to the class as like a family, and
as new people joined and our class began to grow so did the
family, everyone was always so welcoming of new students
and I am so proud of every single one of us tonight for making
it to this point”.
In fact, it was especially significant for Josh Dean who
became the first member of his family to graduate Year
12. This day was also of special meaning to Josh Dean and
Ben Rivers who have completed 13 uninterrupted years
of schooling at Kuranda District State College – from Prep
through to Year 12.
A special mention needs to go to the 2022 College
Captains, Isabella Martin and Jim Maclean, and Indigenous
leader, Dahsheikky Brim. They are to be congratulated on
their excellent job in hosting the evening. No doubt they were
inspired by the fine example of the exiting leaders Wil van
Gemert, Charity Lake, and Tahnee Richards.
The formal segment of the evening began with an address
by the Acting Principal Mr Adrian Hooper, which was
followed by presentations from both students and teachers
that reminisced about, not just the achievements of the
students, but the shared daily rituals of school life. It was an
evening of fun and excitement. In addition to the speeches
and poems, there were movies that captured the individual
stories of the Year 12s from their early years prior to school,
to their final excursion to Fitzroy Island the previous day.
The formal part of the evening concluded with a
spectacular, and most delicious, graduation cake full of
chocolate and cream that was ceremonially cut by the 2021
school leaders. It was time to dance!
In the final words of graduating student Callum Mather
“And here we are; graduating. Standing on stage, where they
tell us to leave and never come back! Standing with pride.
We should be proud, of our achievements and perseverance
in making it this far. We should be proud of our school, and
proud to be done with it. I’m proud of where I’ve come from
and I’m excited for where I’ll go, but above all, I’m grateful.
Thank you.”

ABN 26 435 200 830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

FESTIVE GREETINGS FROM THE
KURANDA RANGERS
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Electrical Installations and repairs to
all types of electrical and marine equipment
Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps
and hot water systems
No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au
Experienced * Reliable * Local * Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658
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KURANDA BRANCH

20 Thongon Street
Email: collblu@antmail.com.au
Booking Agent: Colleen Blunt 0448 434 186
President: Vicki Donovan 0400 791 345

c ome to o ur C h r i s tma s sa le
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS SALE
Saturday 4 December 2021 – 8am to 12.30pm
QCWA Hall, 20 Thongon Street, Kuranda
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Gifts galore for Christmas!!! Community Stalls,
CWA Trading Table and Raffle, plus coffee,
tea and cake. Kuranda Historical Society
will showcase some interesting local
historical items.
Closing out 2021 – Yes it has
been a busy year with many
community groups utilising
the CWA Hall including yoga,
dance, taekwon-do, pilates,
counselling, the Mareeba
Shire Council, music groups
and CWA crafts.
Our members finished
the year off with morning
tea in Kuranda Village. An
opportunity to acknowledge
the many freely given hours of
voluntary input to maintain the
CWA Hall for community use, while
supporting the QCWA focus of wider
social concerns.
Membership – Membership forms will be available
at the Christmas fundraiser.

KURANDA
BRANCH
WHEN: 8am to 12.30pm • Saturday 4 December 2021
WHERE: QCWA Hall, 20 Thongon Street, Kuranda
Xmas Hamper
Raffle. Cosy crochet
rug, bottle of wine, mosaic
ornaments, stocking
fillers and more!

Next Meeting – Our Branch meetings will resume on Wednesday 2 February 2022.
Crafts – Our monthly Craft mornings will resume on the third Wednesday of the month
commencing in February 2022.
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year.

BAHA’I FAITH
The Baha’is of Mareeba/
Kuranda share the loving
news of the centenary of
the passing of their beloved
Master Abdu’l-Baha, son
of their Founder/Prophet
Baha’u’llah. He succeeded His
Father in spreading the Faith
and its administration around
the world as the Centre of His
Covenant and took the Faith
to the West. He is the perfect
exemplar of the Baha’i life. He
is much loved and admired
by many for His beautiful,
humble life and His teachings.

The Baha'i Community of
Mareeba/Kuranda
Enquiries to

bahai.org.au
26
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Just the place to find that perfect
Christmas gift, or grab a bargain!

MORNING TEA FOR
GOLD COIN DONATION

CRAFT • MOSAICS • DELICIOUS HOMEMADE
GOODIES • PRE-LOVED ITEMS • PLANTS
• and lots more
STALL HOLDER INFORMATION
Cost: $10 per site (tables provided)
Set-up: from 7.30am
Stall Bookings: Sandra McCorry • 0447 374 415 • sandra.mccorry@hotmail.com

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

ST SAVIOUR’S
KURANDA
SUNDAY
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist
5pm Evening Prayer
6pm 19 December Carol Service
TUESDAY
9am Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES
Sunday 19 December
6pm Carol Service
CHRISTMAS EVE – Friday 24
7.30pm Carols by Candlelight
Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY – Saturday 25
8.30am Christmas Family Communion
BOXING DAY – Sunday 26
One service only 9.30am
NEW YEARS DAY – Saturday 1 January
9.30am New Years Day Ser vice
ACTIVITIES
Home Groups
Alpha
A life Worth Living
Sunday School
POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Saturday
Closed from Saturday 18 December and
reopening Monday 13 January

St Saviour's Thought for Christmas
There was a guy on the radio the other day telling his listeners
how his little niece was in her school nativity play. The teacher
wanted to give every child a part, so invented some which are
not in the bible. The speaker asked his niece, "Is it true that
you have a part in a play?" "Yeah" she said. "And what's the
play about?" "Well, it's all about this inn-keeper's wife."
The inn-keeper's wife isn't mentioned in the Bible; nor
is the inn-keeper, though it's quite justifiable to invent them
for the purposes of a nativity play. In fact Bethlehem may
have been too small even to have an inn. The word usually
translated as 'inn' means the room in a house where you put
up your visitors; the same room is translated 'guestroom'
when Jesus asks his disciples, "Where's the guestroom where
I may eat the Passover?" The houses in Bethlehem were so
full of visitors coming to register for the census that none of
them had space for Mary and Joseph, and they had to settle
down in a stable. Bethlehem is built on a slope, so the stable
could easily have been a cave hollowed out underneath the
house. There was nowhere to put him in the stable except for
the manger, the animals' feeding trough.
It was not a beautiful hygienic stable like we see on the
Christmas cards, and it probably smelt pretty ripe, but that
was the only place where the Son of God could be born,
because there was no room anywhere else. Jesus was born
in a stable. The Son of God didn't come to earth to enjoy a
cushioned, protected life. Jesus himself said that those who
wear soft robes and fine clothing are only found in kings'
palaces. He didn't come to earth to share in luxury. He came
to identify himself with the poor and the underprivileged, the
sort for whom nothing ever seems to go right.
For it was those people he'd come to save. Even though
wise people did come to him later, the first to greet him
and welcome him to share their life on earth were humble
shepherds. Many of us devote a lot of time and energy to the
attempt to become wealthy. We want luxury and a sense of
our own importance. But Jesus, whose was all the glory and
wealth of heaven and earth, was born in a stable. No longer
is God far away.
On Christmas Day, God became one of us, one of the
powerless and unimportant people in the world. There's
no room for Jesus in the materialistic plans of the wealthy.

News from St Saviour’s
Christmas is coming and there are lots of preparations coming
on at St Saviour’s for the Christmas Services. On Sunday 19
December we are holding our Carols Service at 6pm. On
Christmas Eve, Friday 24 December, there will be Carols by
Candlelight with Holy Communion at 7.30pm. On Christmas
Day, Saturday 25 December, there will be the Christmas Day
family service at 8.30am. Please note on Sunday 26 December
there will only be one service at 9.30am.

Enquiries to Chris Wright
Phone: 4093 8735
Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC)
Operated by Kuranda Information
& Support Centre Assoc. Inc.

The Uniting Church in Australia
Mareeba Community of Faith

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881
P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607
E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Meeting 2nd and last Sunday of the month.
9am Mareeba Bowls Club, 43 Anzac Ave, Mareeba.

0403 811 840

Alpha groups starting week of 19 April.
Come and find out who Jesus is and why he came.

Jesus is the Light of the World

So he was born in a smelly stable and laid in the hay of the
animals' manger. His wasn't a privileged upbringing. There
is room in my heart, Lord Jesus. Jesus will only go where
he's welcome. Joseph and Mary welcomed him; the animals
welcomed him; the shepherds welcomed him. Are we willing
to welcome him?
There was no room for Jesus in the inn or the guestrooms
of Bethlehem; is there room for him in your heart? Mind you,
he'll cause some disruption if you let him in. Out will have to
go all your plans for luxury, if you let the humble poor Jesus
into your heart. Out will go your selfishness and your selfrighteousness if you let the Friend of Sinners into your heart.
There's a hymn which we sing all through the year, but
the first two verses are particularly appropriate at Christmas
time; Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown, when
thou camest to earth for me; but in Bethlehem's home was
there found no room for thy holy nativity... Heaven's arches
rang when the angels sang, proclaiming thy royal degree; but
in lowly birth didst thou come to earth, and in great humility:
0 come to my heart, Lord Jesus; there is room in my heart
for thee. 0 come to my heart, Lord Jesus; there is room in my
heart for thee.

Neighbourhood Centre News
Christmas Closure Dates:
KNC will be closed from 5pm Thursday 23 December 2021 and re-open 9am Monday 10 January 2022. We wish everyone
a safe and happy holiday season, hopefully with COVID-19 restrictions easing we can move back to pre-COVID programs
including family days.
Key crisis and contact numbers include:

20 Barang Street, Kuranda
Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm
(first Wednesday of each month)
P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

Emergency 		
Kids Helpline		
Mensline		
Suicide Call Back
Beyond Blue		

000
1800 551 800
1300 789 978
1300 659 467
1300 224 636

Headspace			
1800 650 890
Lifeline				13 11 14
DVConnect Womensline
1800 811 811
DVConnect Mensline		
1800 600 636

Words of wisdom
from my
Grandmother...
Just found out that
the company making
yardsticks won't
be making them
any longer.
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step-by-step to saving your own seeds…

Growing and saving the seeds of Eggplants
Eggplants are in the Solanaceae (nightshade) botanical family, in three species, Solanaceae
melongina (Greek for ‘sprung from a fruit tree’), S. macrocarpon, (large fruit), and S.
aethiopicum (Ethiopian). These species, respectively, known as the ‘large eggplant’, the
smaller African variety, and the Asian one which is bright orange or red, and often called
‘tomato-fruit’, all grow well in our area. If you are lucky, you can meet the families of
immigrants who brought the traditional varieties with them and have kept their seeds going
all these years, planting, harvesting, saving seeds and enjoying the fruits of their labours.
These are the treasures to gather the seeds from and bring them to the seedbanks to reserve
those unbroken lines. These families may well have some excellent recipes that would be
good to collect and share too. Meeting neighbours and sharing seeds and seed stories is a
wonderful way to connect, as family and cultural heritage are interwoven in the telling, and
can enrich the depth of connection in our community…
The common purple eggplant was first domesticated in the region of India and Burma,
and arrived in China by the 4th century. The Arabian countries inhabitants introduced the
European villagers to the delights of the eggplant by the 7th century, now a regular ingredient
in many culturally significant dishes in all these areas. Of course these all come together in
Australia in our diverse heritage families, many here on the Tablelands. Seedsavers enjoys
bringing traditional heritage growers together with newer gardeners and farmers, and much
knowledge is exchanged and cherished through these seeds and their stories.
There is great variation in the shapes and sizes and colours of eggplants, from the yellow
pea-shaped eggplants of Thailand to the afore-mentioned large common purple variety. The
first eggplants rown in England were egg-shaped, hence the name. They are called brinjal in
India, aubergine in France, melanzana is Italy, berenjena in Spanish and Africans call them
Garden Eggs in their various languages.
Eggplants need warmth and a long summer to be mature enough to set seeds for saving.

With shorter summers, people start them off indoors to produce fruit and move outdoors
when 20degrees or more, rooted cuttings are also planted out then...eggplants do not tolerate
frosts, though in a syntropic system plants are more protected.
Eggplant is a perennial which behaves like an annual in colder climates, with fresh
seedlings started each spring. They are self-pollinating though a small amount of crosspollinating can happen via insect activity. To avoid this for saving pure seeds, paper-bag or
cage the groups of flowers and hand-pollinate them, and set them free once they start to fruit
from the blossom. You can do this on a larger scale via tunnels of shade-cloth or mesh, and
on a commercial scale farmers release bees and other pollinators in to the tunnels. You can
create environments to avoid cross-pollinating, and planting rows of taller trees and dense
plants in between can reduce the distances from 100m to 45m for certified seeds.
Don’t let that put you off saving seeds of eggplants in your home garden though, as you can
grow four varieties separated by ten metres. You can also grow side by side an African variety,
a Thai variety and a large purple. Choose the first fruiting and most vigorous and healthy
fruits and leave them hanging on the plant until they are almost ready to fall off. Several
fruits of the same variety, from different bushes, should be saved for long-term viability. Pick
and hang in a shed until the colour fades. If you are collecting seeds on a larger scale you
can cut in cubes and put in the blender on slow speed with water, the seeds go to the bottom
for easy collection, and can then be spread out on sieve/mesh and dried for a number of
days in a cool space, gathering in to a paper bag and hanging up for another couple of weeks
before storing. The seeds can then remain viable for up to five years, or frozen for longer,
though keeping them growing regularly assists their adaptation through climate changes.
There are so many wonderful recipes for eggplants from many cultures, so enjoy discovering
the delicious possibilities.
Get in touch with your local seedsavers and receive a mailout with the meeting dates by
emailing seedsavers@kurandaregion.org

Koah Automotive
• Safety Certificates on cars, trucks,
trailers and motorcycles
We Stock & Sell Batteries for:

• Airconditioning repairs and servicing

●Automotive – All Makes,
All Models & Motorcycles
●Generators
●Deep Cycle
●Solar
●Dual Battery Systems

• General mechanical repairs

Email us to book your car in
bumblebeemotors@bigpond.com

• EFI diagnostics and servicing

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept
Zip Pay

Competitive
p
all Mechanic ricing on
al Services
Tyres at a pri
ce you can a
fford
Wheel alignm
ents
Servicing of
all makes an
d models
Advice you c
an be assure
d of

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235
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• Log book servicing

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

• LPG installation & repairs
We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
Automotive – All Makes, All Models
and Motorcycles
Generators • Deep Cycle
Solar • Dual Battery Systems

We now accept
Zip Pay

Koah Automotive

Phone 4093 7993
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881
Fax 4093 7993

Operated by
Koah Automotive

MERRY XMAS EVERYONE
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR FANTASTIC SUPPORT.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR LOYALTY.

Specialists in Tree Health and
Surgery, Pruning, Site
Clearing, Wood Chipping
and Stump Removal

“Call us for a
FREE QUOTE”

For all your Earthworx needs,
Drive Refurbishment, Site
Clearing, Retainer Walls, Dams
& much more

W ID E RANG E

CONSTRUCTIONS
• Minor building &
construction solutions
• Additions & New Work
• Repairs & Maintenance

BEST
ELECTRICAL

Free Quotes call Mick 0432 387 983
QBCC 62705

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
Bowen Therapy &
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply
Healing 0402 804 591,
www.simplyhealing.net.au
Phone for an appointment.
Christmas orders now being
taken for concrete garden
mushrooms. $15 large and $10
small, variety of colours, made
in Kuranda. Contact Tara on
0448 143 096.
Clothing alterations &
dressmaking in Speewah.
Karen is professional and
reasonably priced
0459 184 223.
Free gift wrapping always
available at Just Gorgeous
locals looking after locals
Honey House Kuranda
is seeking new suppliers of
quality, local, raw honey for
our artisan range. For further
information, please contact
honeyhouse@bigpond.com or

pop into the shop for a chat.
Just Gorgeous open from
10am–7pm for HEARTbeats &
Twilight Trading 11 December.
Free raffle ticket with any
purchase all day. Prize is $100
gift voucher drawn 6.30pm.
Life Drawing Classes at
Frogs start January.
Call David 0428 595 516 or
davidhstacey@outlook.com
Marriage Celebrant –
Cheryl Tonkin. Local, regional
& remote. Phone 0407 670 954
Painter available. 20 years
experience. All types of
painting including enamel
work, interior and exterior.
Complete paint outs or touch
ups. Clean reliable and honest.
Call Alan 0452 669 447.
Perpetual Moon Gardening
Calendars with dates for
2022-23 now available. Easy
to post for Christmas, reset

monthly for use year after
year. Locally made, $18 incl.
postage, phone 0421 102 722.
Picture Framing Free
custom framing quotes at Terra
Nova Gallery, 15 Therwine
Street. Call 0412 387 557
Pristine Reef Fish delivered
to your door, Kuranda-CairnsMareeba. Whole or fresh
filleted. Licence 4546. Call
Richard 0407 908 375
Reiki Healing with Ruth.
Reiki Master. I offer Reiki
healing, crystal healing and
chakra balancing. Clear energy
blockages to allow life to flow
and fulfillment to follow.
0422 631 337.
Resumès. In Speewah,
Cairns longest-running resume
writing business — over thirty
years’ experience. Resumès,
Employment Applications, web
text, all forms of copy writing,

editing and proofreading.
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter)
Phone 4093 0449.
RIDESHARE
Call 1300 74 33 74 or book on
the App. We operate 8am–7pm
Mon to Sat and Sun 8am–6pm.
Prebooked out of hours.
Airport/Cairns Bookings
accepted.
Sheree Scott Massage will
be closing early for Christmas
holidays from December 15.
Kunzea oil and cream available,
phone 0421102722. Wishing
everyone a happy and healthy
holiday season.
Sore feet? Try out some
‘Dawgs’ available at Just
Gorgeous open everyday!
Street Pantry nonperishables and toiletries
gratefully received at Kuranda
Neighbourhood Centre.
Timber Sale. Downsizing.

Variety species, slabs, boards,
turning etc. Can be machined
to suit DIY projects: vanities,
tables, coffee tables etc. Phone
John 0439 385 591
Wanted to borrow. Artists
standing easels for drawing
classes January. Please
contact David 0428 595 516 or
davidhstacey@outlook.com
Yoga at Top Of The Range,
Wed 7.30am, 13 Bangalow
Place, please call Melissa
0404 862 533 to book.
30 WORDS MAXIMUM
For sale, lost/found and outdated
entries will be deleted after one
month. Repeat advertisements
will be deleted at the discretion
of the paper. Existing Kuranda
Paper advertisers and community
groups will be prioritised for
repeats depending on available
space. Submit classifieds via
email mail@kurandapaper.com
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YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE
Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

DEFIBRILLATORS

WATER AND SEPTIC

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005
Kuranda Fish Farm 4093 0147

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

SNAKE REMOVAL
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.
Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.
Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs)

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688

LAUNDROMAT
BP Service Station complex
Open 24/7

Tree Roo Rescue
and

Conservation Centre Ltd

We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates,
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.
Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.
Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com
Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au
Visit us on

RECYCLE

ROAD REPORTS

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street

Council EMERGENCY
number for local roads
1300 308 461
Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway
Report an Incident
13 19 40 (24/7)

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs)
volunteer to serve the public
by signing documents that need a
qualified witness.

Justices of the Peace
Robin Anscomb – 0409 046 932 (Operates 24/7)
Karen McLaren – 4093 8780 Please phone for an appointment

Join your local SES
HELPFUL FACEBOOK GROUPS
KURANDA RANGE UPDATES (26,000 + members)
On the spot traffic reports, in real time, for the Kuranda Range Road.
KURANDA NOTICE BOARD GROUP (8,900 + members)
Information sharing, discussion, advertising. Open group.
ALL THINGS KURANDA (1,800 + members)
Discussion group for Kuranda district residents only. Some restrictions on sale of items.
SPEEWAH AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS GROUP (2,000 + members)
Information sharing and support. Helpful for real time info on weather, power outages,
community events etc. Some restrictions on listing items for sale (check group rules)
KOAH COMMUNITY (1,600 + members)
A group for Koah Community to advise, ask questions, barter, lost/found animals, hazards
etc in Koah area.
KURANDA BUSINESS COOPERATION (393 + members)
Business marketing for Kuranda businesses.

HELP GROUPS

30
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Training every week
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details

0407 144 213

RAINFALL
November 2021
90.3mm (to 29 November 2021)
Annual total to
29 November: 2015.5mm
Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Emergency Contacts
Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance		

000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES)

132 500

Ergon Energy –
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies		

131 670

KURANDA TRANSFER
STATION

Mareeba Shire Council				

1300 308 461

Poisons Information				

131 126

OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays &
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information

134 325

Community Services
KURANDA LIBRARY and
COUNCIL OFFICE
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: not open
(No Council business on Saturday
or after 4.30pm weekdays)
Kuranda Community Precinct
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries
SERVICES NOT OPEN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
First Officer Kuranda
Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah
Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda/Myola Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah
John Thomson 0488 988 481
Davies Creek		
4093 3181
Atherton Tablelands
Koah			
4093 7738 to Cairns
Speewah		
0488 988 481
Saturday, Sunday

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880
1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au Route 850
msc.qld.gov.au
Departs Atherton

Monday to Friday

Permits required for ALL fires

and Pub Holidays

6.00am

9.15am

1.00pm

8.00am

1.30pm

Departs Mareeba

6.30am

9.45am

1.30pm

8.30am

2.00pm

Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time Departs Speewah
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information
Departs Kuranda
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds,
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also
Departs rainforest
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe Arrives Cairns
natural disasters and weather events.

6.50am

10.05am

1.50pm

8.50am

2.20pm

*7.15am

10.25am

2.10pm

9.10am

2.40pm

-

10.30am

2.15pm

-

2.45pm

8.50am

11.15am

3.00pm

10.00am

3.30pm

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Route 850

Atherton Tablelands
to Cairns
Atherton
Tablelands
to Cairns

Route 850

Monday to Friday
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9.45am
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4.20pm

Departs Kuranda
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Phone: 3036 2070 during office hour

Monday

HIRE FEES
• 1-2hrs $10 • Half day $30 • Full day $60
• Full day and evening
(24 hour block) $110
• $200 refundable bond for one-off
events (if space is left as you found it)

www.koahhall.com

What's On
at Koah Hall
*check for holiday times

koah.hall@gmail.com
Koah Hall
KOAH MONTHLY
MARKETS DECEMBER

*EVERY MONDAY
PILATES with Jaide 6–7pm
0488 229 700.
*EVERY TUESDAY
Baby and Toddler Gathering 11am–1pm
Tui Newman 0472 987 859
*EVERY TUESDAY
SOULATINA – Latin Dance Classes –
6.30pm Salsa, 7.30pm Bachata.
Contact Andreza soulandreza@gmail.com
Book at www.trybooking.com/BSAOZ
WEDNESDAY 1 & 8 December
Feldenkrais Classes 9.30–10.30am with
Justine Schlicht 0408 735 309
*EVERY WEDNESDAY
Spirit Choir 7–8pm Alice 0422 772 283
*EVERY THURSDAY
YOGA evening classes with Tanya
6.30–7.45pm
THURSDAY 13 Dec & 6 Jan
Mankind Project MEN'S GROUP 7pm.
Open to all men. Simon 0459 755 553
SATURDAY 4 December
OKA AT KOAH + DJ Solomon
Tickets www.trybooking.com/BRPXQ
SATURDAY 11 December
Freedom Films
Contact Lara Joffe 0406 783 039
*SUNDAYS – time varies
Brazilian Ju jitsu for beginners
(limited spaces)
Contact Jack 0459 356 966
KOAH HALL AGM – 12 February
12 noon. Save the date and see you all
there.

8am till Midday
Saturday 4 December
Community Market bringing you all
the goods – produce, honey, plants
craft, treats, treasures and more!
• Fresh coffee and delish Koah Hall
Fundraiser BBQ.
• Playing LIVE –
"Blue Reed" and "Honey Tree"
Twice as nice! The more the merrier!
Special Guest - "Bugsy Bumblebee"
bringing bubbles of Joy!
Nikki Christmas Fairy Facepainting
and Balloon Critters
• New stall holders and
market musicians welcome to apply.
Free stalls for kids, and car boots
welcome.

@

@

JUMRUM BAR OPEN
TUESDAY 6.30 PM

CALLING ALL LOCALS –
Kuranda Recreation Centre
needs you!
The KRC is a community venue and hub
that is owned by the Mareeba Shire
Council and run by a small management
committee. As a committee, we have
procured a 10-year lease over the
property, however, we will be stepping
down from the role in 2022.
This is your centre and it needs a few
new people to assist in the everyday
management. Training will be provided.
If you have a few hours to spare, please
think about helping out, as otherwise
Kuranda will lose this wonderful asset, and
the lease will be handed back to Mareeba
Shire Council.
There are many possibilities for the centre
to become a local hub again with the
restaurant boasting a large commercial
kitchen, a refurbished licensed bar,
dance floor, pool tables and more. The
possibilities are endless!
son

ive sea
Happy fest ous New Year!
r
and prospe

KURANDA RANGERS – Training
Thursday 4.30-5.30pm (Mar–Oct)
Simone 0402 003 164
PILATES – Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
5.45pm, Wednesday 9.30am,
Thursday 9am, Saturday 8.15am
Jaide 0488 229 700 and Davini 0414 994 123
TAI CHI – Monday 6pm Les 4093 8276
WING CHUN KUNG FU –
Wednesday 7.30pm Grant 0414 966 823
YOGA IN THE RAINFOREST –
Sunday 10.30am. Aileen 0419 726 955
YOGA WITH TINA –
Wednesday 6-7.15pm
Tina – tinastuetz@hotmail.com
YOGA & QIGONG –
Friday 5.30-6.30pm
Liza 0413 178 489

Proud to be the home of:

SMS/Voicemail Nicky
0488 961 660 or direct message via
Koah Monthly Markets
Facebook page.

Licensed venue and commercial kitchen
available for functions, seminars and
activities. Janet 0405 092 957

The Koah Hall would like to thank everyone
for their support over the year and wishes
everyone a fantastic holiday season and all
the best for a very happy New Year!

DREAM BIG! CIRCUS CLASSES
Will begin again with the start of the school term in 2022. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone for their support in 2021 and wish everyone a
very happy holiday and all the best for the New Year!
www.dreamstatecircus.com

Adult Children of Alcoholics and other
Dysfunctional Families. 6-7pm
CWA Hall, Wilkes St, Mareeba

Every Second Monday

Financial Counselling (from UCC) Kuranda
Neighbourhood Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Contributors please advise of any changes via email
mail@kurandapaper.com
For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or the
Koah Hall please see details in their columns above.

Every Monday

Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 4093 7401
Yoga with Katelyn CWA Hall 5.30-6.30pm 0428 865 636

Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood
Centre by appointment 4093 8933
Kuranda Rangers soccer.
Simone 0402 003 164 for any queries.

Every Tuesday

Every Friday

Second Tuesday

KMVactive Bootcamp (Metafit) 5.30–6pm
Recreation Centre. Kirstin 0497 479 606

Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

community
calendar

Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967

Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054

Every Wednesday

Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
Mah Jong 1pm Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. Daryl 4093 9421
or Richard 4093 0457
KMVactive Bootcamp 5.30–6.15pm Recreation Centre.
Kirstin 0497 479 606

Third Wednesday

Craft and Social Morning 9am Kuranda QCWA Hall.
Carol 4093 7187 or Sandra 0447 737 415

Every Thursday

Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community
Precinct

Kuranda Story Time 10.30am, Kuranda Library. Every
Friday, during school term.

Every second Friday

Trauma Tension Release Exercise Class
11am Kuranda CWA Hall. Sabine 0415 959 195

Every SaturDAY

Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for
details or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 2–5pm. Call Daryl 4093 9421 or
Richard 4093 0457

Third Saturday

Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701

Every Sunday

Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30am 1300 222 222
She-Shed Kuranda 2–5pm. Cathy 0419 624 940 or Peta
0405 944 515

