
Martha Ann “Cookie” Brim lived all her 44 years immersed in her culture and 
surrounded by family and community. As a child growing up in Kuranda, the rainforest 
was both her home and schoolroom. She eagerly took on the gift of traditional knowledge, 
learning about bush foods and medicines from her grandfather, and the art of weaving 

with native vegetation from her mother. 

Her slight frame held a great strength and passion for her culture, 
for holding and passing on knowledge. From girl to woman, her 
beautiful nature and ready smile captured many hearts along 
the way. Firstly in her hometown but later much more widely, 
through her work with the Tjapukai Dance Theatre which, like 
Cookie, began life in Kuranda. She was among the first group of 
Djabugay women performers to join the troupe in 1995. When 
Tjapukai moved to the bottom of the Range at Caravonica to 
become a cultural park and expand its range of indigenous 
cultural experiences, she embraced the opportunity to share her 
culture with people from all around the world. In addition, she 
also helped develop authentic cultural experiences for Tjapukai, 
building on her years of knowledge and experience, including 
selecting traditional plants for cultivation and creating a manual 
to teach new staff about the cultural food and medicines of the 
Djabugay people. She became not only a performer but also a 
senior cultural presenter sharing in particular her knowledge 
of women’s culture. She is remembered as a true pioneer of 
Aboriginal Cultural tourism.

She was a hard worker, passionate and dedicated to keeping the 
flame of her Djabugay culture alive, and passing it on. She is also 
remembered, fondly, as a beloved partner, a devoted mother of 
five and grandmother of four, a cherished daughter, sister, aunty, 
niece, cousin and treasured friend to many, many people, here 
and far.

On Sunday September 16th she passed away peacefully in the 
Cairns Hospital, losing her battle with cancer. News of her passing 
was covered nationally because for many years she was the face 
of Tjapukai globally. Comments on social media attest to the 
real heart-felt connections she made with visitors from around 
the world, everyone remembering her as a beautiful woman who 
generously gave than a privileged glimpse into her ancient, living 
culture.

Her totem was Garna, the Black Cockatoo. And she certainly spread her wings. She felt 
herself lucky to have been able to travel overseas sharing her culture and meeting different 
people. Some of those people were rather famous, including Queen Elizabeth and Prince 
Phillip who visited Tjapukai in 2002. She counted meeting them one of her favourite 
memories. She was an Olympic Torchbearer in 2000. In 2013 she received the Queen’s 
Baton at Tjapukai when it was enroute to Glasgow. In 2011 she travelled to St Kitts in 
the Caribbean, promoting Queensland Indigenous culture to the selectors, as part of the 
successful bid to bring the Games to The Gold Coast in 2018.

She will be remembered in Kuranda on Friday September 28th with a celebration of her 
life by family and friends, and then laid to rest in this place she loved so well. And for 
whom she was an extraordinary ambassador. 

The Kuranda Paper respectfully extends condolences to her family and friends.

Kuranda's "Cookie" Remembered
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Wake Up People
The ABC’s Foreign Correspondent program (11/9/18) is 
a wake-up call for the Far North. A 10,000ha ranch on the 
Californian coast was saved from becoming a housing estate 
by the foresight of a couple of concerned philanthropists who 
put nature above profits. We are at the crossroads of a similar 
situation in the Wet Tropics with the 626ha KUR-World 
property being lost to subdivision. State Government and 
foreign interests are overriding our local planning controls 
that are designed to protect our lifestyle. Just as author 
Beatrice Potter saved the Lakes District farms in the UK in the 
1940s, it is up to us now to value and protect what remaining 
forested areas we have here. We must not “pave paradise to 
put up a parking lot” for the profit of overseas interests. This 
Hong Kong/Chinese KUR-World proposal on Barnwell Road 
is not how I want the future of Kuranda to look. The result of 
the Environmental Impact Statement will decide if we choose 
money over paradise.
     Sheree Scott

Good Morning to All in Kuranda
The lovely Kuranda 25m public swimming pool is heated and 
is currently sitting around 29 degrees. Lessee June Cotter runs 
a safety program, incorporated with swim lessons for all ages 
from Bubs Classes, Kindy Kids, Preschool and Schoolies along 
with Stroke Development, Squad training, Special Needs and 
Adult classes.

We are currently taking bookings for 2018 September 
holiday program and term four as well. 

This beautiful pool with a scenic private setting is situated 
on 260 Myola Road in Kuranda and can be contacted during 
office hours on 4093 7109. BBQ Free for public use of families, 
pool parties, Birthday and Christmas parties. 

Making Waves with Swim Teacher Marie Kirk

2018 Annual General Meeting
Monday 5th November 6.00pm

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda

Refreshments will be provided
Strictly RSVP by 29th October on 4093 8933

Nomination Forms/Proxy Forms/Membership 
Renewal Forms are available from the Centre

Nominations must be received 14 days prior to the 
meeting

Voters may only represent one additional proxy vote
Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre is funded by the

Queensland Department of Communities

Thanks to Sylvia Walker
Adequate recognition has not been given to Kuranda’s Sylvia 
Walker for her role as instigator of having Coondoo Street’s fig 
trees entered on to the Queensland Heritage Register. She was 
behind the initial drive to protect the trees and she followed 
through to the end with organising proper identification of the 
trees, their cataloguing, then presentation of the issue to the 
National Trust of Australia. Significant others are Dr Dawn 
May and Ms Janice Wagner who, along with Sylvia Walker, 
are exective officers of the National Trust.

It is interesting to note that MSC initially rejected 
the application but later approved it after having seen a 
presentation by the National Trust.

Thank you Sylvia.
     Jax Bergersen

We Appreciate You All
On behalf of the team at Kur Alert Inc., I would like to thank 
the business owners and residents of Kuranda and surrounds, 
for their generous donations.

Until recently, we have been covering the ever mounting 
costs ourselves, but no-one's pockets are bottomless.

The tremendous turnout at our Community Meeting in 
August was brilliant — standing room only at The Recreation 
Centre!

Our fight is ongoing and any further donations or offers of 
help, will be gratefully received.

Again — a Big Thank You.
    Julie Cohen, Treasurer

Kuranda’s Future
I’ve been watching the changes in the Far North for over 
thirty years. We raised a family here in the 80s and 90s and 
became an integral part of the warm and caring community 
of Kuranda. Our kids had freedom and fresh air, and we were 
careful to create as small a footprint as possible. 

Now, I fear for our region. 
Kuranda is gaining a reputation all over the world as a 

must-visit destination – as it should; it truly is a gem. We 
welcome visitors and always will. My concern is the balance 
between showing a controlled number of sensitive and 
informed tourists the natural and vulnerable beauty that 
we call home, and recklessly opening the door to thousands 
which has, and will, set off a chain reaction. 

More tourists = more money for some. More money for 
some = more development. More development = less land 
for all. Less land = clearing and encroaching on the natural 
environment that has claimed this area for thousands of years.   

I am not foolish enough to think that nothing will ever 
change, but I am hopeful that we can encourage responsible 
tourism and educate our visitors, without building a 
650-million dollar resort right in the middle of the area we 
need to preserve. 

When you think about the proposed flocks of tourists 
blowing in and out of Kuranda and your eyes start to roll with 
dollar signs, spare a thought for the aftermath. What happens 
when the worship of development and tourism destroys what 
we are advertising? 

What will be left? 
     Ann Harth

LETTERS CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

of The Kuranda Media Association Inc.
(publishers of The Kuranda Paper)

will be held on
Monday 3rd December

at 10.00am in
The Kuranda Paper Office

Red House Arcade
Shop 2, 24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda 4881

If you would like to have your say on the
management of the paper, you are welcome

 to join the Kuranda Media Association for $5 per annum. 
Contact details top left of this page.
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Skyrail Rainforest Cableway
will be closed on

Monday 15th October & Friday 26th October

Clohesy Rural Fire Group Honours
50-year Volunteers

The Clohesy Rural Fire Group hosted a function on behalf of Rural Fire Service 
Queensland to recognise the 50 plus year contribution of four long-serving 
Volunteers. It was held at the Speewah Rural Fire Station, Roscommon, on 
Saturday 22nd September. 

The celebration included a dinner, award presentations, photos and a bonfire 
to finish off the evening. Over 50 people, including State-wide Representatives of 
the Rural Fire Brigade Association (in Cairns for their Annual General Meeting) 
attended, along with dignitaries from Cairns Regional Office, Mareeba Shire 
Council and Brigade Volunteers of Clohesy Rural Fire Group (Davies Creek RFB, 
Koah RFB, Speewah RFB and Kuranda Myola RFB). 

The four 50 year recipients were:
John Thomson – volunteer (31459) since 30th June 1967, Speewah RFB. 

Was 1st Officer Thomatis Creek Bush Fire Brigade from 1967 to 1982, 1st Officer 
Grove Creek Bush Fire Brigade (now Speewah RFB) from 1984 to 1996, Speewah 
Fire Warden from 1996 (current) and Clohesy Group Officer from 2003 to 2012 
and from 2017 (current).

Gordon Wally Gray AFSM – (Deceased 2017) Volunteer Auxiliary Gordonvale 
from 1963 to 1973, Volunteer Auxiliary Mossman from 1973 to 1981, 1st Officer 
Julatten RFB from 1981 to 2017 and President of RFBAQ for 3 years. (Wally was 
represented by his wife Maureen, Julatten RFB).

Pietro (Peter) Rossi – volunteer (31395) since 12th May 1961. Was Secretary 
from 1976 to 2005, currently 4th Officer Shannon Vale RFB.

 Giovanni Fasano – volunteer (31380) since 12th May 1961. Was 3rd Officer 
from 1985 to 2003, currently member Shannon Vale RFB.

Photo L-R:  Giovanni Fasano, Shannon Vale RFB; John Bolger, Assistant 
Commissioner, QFES Far Northern Region; Maureen Gray, Julatten RFB; 

James Haskell, Acting Area Director, RFSQ Cairns;  John Thomson, 
Fire Warden, Speewah RFB;  Lawrence Laing, Regional Manager RFSQ Cairns; 

Tom Gilmore, Mayor, Mareeba Shire Council.
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Kuranda Historical 
Society 

Objective: “To receive and preserve historical items from, or 
relevant to, the Kuranda region and display them appropriately 

to as wide an audience as possible.” 

We have a home:
By the time you read this we should be moving into our home base (the old 
Visitors Information Centre space, Centenary Park). Thank you to the Mareeba 
Shire Council for offering us a twelve-month trial. We intend to make good use 
of it.
Our first public meeting:
Please join us in our new home in Centenary Park, 4pm Sunday 2nd September. 
We might not be fully moved in or operational but we will be open to sign up 
new members, answer questions and find out what you might expect or hope for 
in a local history group. We will also have three beautiful, locally handcrafted 
blankets for sale. These donated future heirlooms would make great presents 
and 100% of sales will go to supporting the KHS. AND each sale will include a 
free KHS Family membership, valued at $20.00.
Please join us:
Having reached this point, we are now pleased to be able to say … come join us. 
Benefits we hope will increase as we grow and will include a monthly members’ 
newsletter, assistance with historical items, special events and guest speakers, 
a vote at the AGM and the opportunity to participate in and help grow this 
community group. 
Our membership cards are made from 100% recycled cotton t-shirt fabric. One 
side features a vintage colourshell postcard image and the other a beautiful 
image by Kuranda photographer, Helen Douglas, of one of Kuranda’s iconic fig 
trees (now heritage listed). Thank you Helen. Only 100 of this edition available.
Annual membership fees for the Kuranda Historical Society (INC) are: $15.00 
single, $10.00 concession and $20.00 family.
To join please email us at  kurandahistory@gmail.com or by post c/- PO Box 66 
Kuranda 4881. Or see you on September 2nd. Welcome all. 
Donations and sponsorships:
We have already been so fortunate to have been given some starting help 
through donations of both equipment and some cash. Starting from scratch 
does require some financial pain, but we have managed so far. We do have 
a $1500 insurance loan to repay but that’s our only liability at this point and 
through grants, donations, membership fees we have everything we need to 
start on our dream to make Kuranda history, all times and all people, come 
alive for us all to celebrate and share.
We are also keen to establish partnerships with local businesses and would 
welcome any sponsorships. 
Our bank details are:
Kuranda Historical Society Inc.  BSB: 633000 ACC:163016926 (Bendigo Bank 
Kuranda).
KHS: President Dugg Stratford, Secretary Annie Clarke, Treasurer Gayle 
Hannah. 
The Kuranda Historical Society Inc is a not for profit community 
group dedicated to receiving, recording, conserving and sharing, 
appropriately, historical items relevant to the Kuranda region 
with as wide an audience as possible.

Kuranda Yarns
The Kuranda Historical Society will have three donated, locally 
handcrafted, “Serendipity” blankets available to purchase at their inaugural public 
meeting, 4.00pm Sunday 2nd October at the old Visitors Information Centre (now 
new KHS home) in Centenary Park.

Each is a totally one-of-a-kind blanket and future heirloom. A great practical and 
beautiful addition to a cosy corner or bedroom, or as a lap or wheelchair blanket. 
Makes a truly unique gift, for young or old, and all funds raised will help to further 
the mission of the KHS to collect, record and share as many Kuranda ‘yarns’ (history) 
as possible.

$200 each (including a family KHS membership valued at $20).
For more info: kurandahistory@gmail.com

‘The Daintree Blockade’
Wins Queensland Literary Award

Bill Wilkie’s first book, The Daintree Blockade: 
the Battle for Australia’s Tropical Rainforests, 
won the Premier’s Award for a Work of State 
Significance at the Queensland Literary Awards 
in 2017. 

His research into the history of the struggle 
to prevent the bulldozing of the Bloomfield Road 
through the Daintree rainforest took him from 
the National Library of Australia in Canberra 
to remote hippie camps in isolated tropical 
rainforests. Coming to national attention, the 
struggle ultimately led to the declaration of 
the Wet Tropics World Heritage nomination, 
underpinning the growth of today’s nature-
based tourism industry. 

Bill’s writing interests include Queensland’s 
Bjelke-Petersen years, the counter-culture of 
the 1970s, the environment, and current Queensland politics. He has written for 
the Saturday Paper, Griffith Review (online), Writing Queensland, Ecotone and 

Newsport. 
His next book is about 

Cedar Bay. It includes the 
police raid at dawn on 
29th August 1976, when 
aided by a naval vessel 
and helicopter, police 
destroyed gardens and 
burnt the houses before 
arresting the inhabitants, 
mainly for vagrancy. 

Bill is keen to talk 
with people who lived 
in Cedar Bay during 
the 1970s and 1980s.

He would also like to 
talk to people who lived 
at Holloways Beach, 
Kamerunga and Kuranda 
during the late 1960s and 
early 1970s.

If you think you have a 
story for Bill please contact 
him at billwilkie2012@
gmail.com. More info at: 
http://daintreeblockade.
com.au/
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As the last tower is completed, there is 
a moment to reflect on the satisfaction of achieving a 
number of significant environmental and sustainability 
goals whilst being a part of the construction of the 
largest regional infrastructure projects in the last 20 
years. This week sees the erection of the 53rd and final 
wind turbine to complete the construction phase of the 
Mt Emerald Wind Farm.

I am in the fortunate position to be one of the few 
people involved in the approval and construction 
of both our regional wind farms, the 12MW Windy 
Hill Wind Farm, near Ravenshoe in 2000 and now 
the much larger 180.5MW Mt Emerald Wind Farm, 
near Walkamin. Being a local Kuranda resident for 
more than 20 years, and a passionate environmental 
professional who has worked to see the delivery of 
major projects and renewable power to our region, 

I’m immensely proud to see how hard the Ratch and 
Vestas management teams have worked throughout 
the project to ensure the protection of the environment 
and the benefits to the community promised during the 
approval stage have been delivered by the professional 
and passionate crews who have undertaken the civil 
works and the tower construction over the past 20 
months.

After a long approval process, slowed significantly 
by having to deal with resistance to renewables from 
the previous local government and the current federal 
government, Ratch Australia has, in partnership with 
its international funders and construction teams 
comprising more than 400 locals, Australians and 
international workers, met their stringent approval 
conditions, by showing leadership and continuously 
reinforcing the message that ‘we are here for the long 
term..we have to protect the environment and ensure 
our community benefits from what we do here’. 

There are many ways this has happened. Every single 
worker on site was inducted prior to commencing work, 
reinforcing how important they were in successfully 
delivering the project. Of the first 300 people inducted, 
more than 130 lived within 50km of the site. Jobs for 
locals, as promised. Over the past two years, more than 
$35 million has been spent locally.

Our DA conditions limited the extent of clearing 
to only 73.5 Ha of the 2400 Ha site. This has been 
achieved by meticulously calculating how much area 
would need to be disturbed on a daily basis. To further 
reduce our impact, most of the cabling was laid in the 
middle of 42km of newly constructed roads.

Each day, after identifying the work area, each site 
was checked to ensure:
• There was no unexploded ordnance in the work area. 
Over the past two years we have found eight pieces of 
UXO which have needed to be exploded prior to works 
commencing. The first of many big bangs!
•  Next were the MBarBarrum Aboriginal Corporation 

team, to ensure any evidence of Indigenous Cultural 
Heritage is protected now and into the future

•  Then came our amazing Enviro teams led by Mellissa 
Jess and including local Amelia Elgar – trapping 
and radio-tracking quolls to ensure they were not 
impacted by our works. Towers 1 and 2 were delayed 
6 months to ensure the litters of quoll cubs, denned 
in the rocks surrounding the tower bases, could grow 
in their own time. A new initiative was the use of 
quoll dogs, Lily and Sparky, to sniff out the babies to 
ensure we didn’t hurt them. We expected 50 quolls 
on site and each breeding season ended up with more 
than 90 animals. A great result.

•  The Botany team next identifies, and if practical, 
transplants our 8 R+T plant species. We collected 
seeds or seedlings to use in our rehabilitation 
program which will get into full swing in the wet 
season. Our nursery has more than 4000 trees and 
30000 plus seeds to revegetate the site.

•  Finally, comes the construction crews in their heavy 
machinery, to clear and prep each site. 

The next Big Bang came with the drilling and 
blasting of each Tower site. The rock is so hard that 
all 53 tower sites needed to be blown. Each base was 
approx 20m across and 5m deep. Approx 100 tonnes 
of reinforcing was buried in the more than 330m3 of 
concrete that made up each tower base, which had to 
be poured in a single day to ensure the integrity of the 
base.

Then the three or four 70 tonne tower sections, 
delivered from Cairns Port by our amazing drivers and 
their police and escort teams, safely via the Palmerston 
and B-double route to site, are erected by the huge 300 
tonne and 750 tonne cranes. The 120 tonne nacelle, the 
size of a bus, is raised to the top of the tower sections 
and then the 3*57m blades are attached to the hub.

Many lovely members of the community helped 
make the project special, apart from our construction 
crews. To the lovely people who have been part of our 
Community Consultative Committee for the past two 
years; the local businesses who supplied coffee, fuel 
and food; who took photos and shared them on social 
media: who took out the give way sign at Tolga corner 
every day, and all those who waved and stood on 
corners on the delivery route, we are grateful for your 
support. To the neighbours and drivers who may have 
been delayed by our delivery and construction process, 
we are thankful for your patience. Things should be 
back to ‘normal’ pretty soon.

Already we are generating approx 50MW of energy 

per day as the ‘energisation’ and ‘commissioning’ stages 
are completed during the months of September and 
October and the first 25 turbines are turned on. The 
rest will be progressively turned on during the coming 
weeks. Official opening will be in early November. The 
whisper of the turbines turning is music to our ears, a 
return on investment for Ratch and our funders and 
helps Queensland and Australia meet its Paris Climate 
Convention commitments. Monitoring ensures that 
the noise of the wind farm meets the requirement to 
ensure the 40 decibel noise limit is achieved at our 
nearest neighbours. The noise of the wind is more often 
louder than that. A ‘normal voice’ is approx 60 decibels. 

The site will have a permanent workforce of up to 
10 staff, led by local Paul McDonald, who has been the 
site engineer and now takes over as Site Manager from 
October 2018. A team of electricians, environmental 
and land management crew will support him. Ongoing 
monitoring will ensure we continue to protect the fauna 
and flora and meet our other DA conditions.

The regional benefits will continue as the 
Community Benefit Fund starts handing out its $200 
000 per annum to the community within 50km of the 
site from 2019 and continuing during the operating life 
of the wind farm, expected to be at least 25yrs.

For more information, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me: kim.forde@ratchaustralia if you would like 
a presentation on the wind farm and to see footage of 
each stage of the project, or to learn more about the 
Community Benefit Fund.

Kim Forde, Community Engagement Facilitator
Mt Emerald Wind Farm 

START WITH A BANG AND END IN A WHISPER
The Construction of the Mt Emerald Wind Farm

Amanda Hancock and dogs, Lily and Sparky beside a blade, 
with tower construction in the background.

PHOTOGRAPH BY KIM FORDE
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1st tower started generating – August 2018
PHOTOGRAPH BY KIM FORDE
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“The view from here”
A monthly column by Michelle Murray-Beckman

offering a glimpse into Kuranda’s bespoke rainforest 
architecture along with interviews with residents who share 

with us why they have chosen to call Kuranda home.

Leah Kelly
Kuranda attracts a particular type of person. Perhaps it’s the physical environment. 
It may be the spiritual environment, but whatever it is, it is special and rare. Those 
who recognise it do so immediately, after which they stay and make Kuranda their 
home.

For Leah Kelly, Kuranda is a place where she can combine her many creative 
talents and live a natural life totally off the grid. Leah is quite impressive in that she 
“walks the talk” in all aspects of her life which is a quality to be respected.

This is quite a feat when you consider that these talents include her bespoke 
couture design service whereby Leah offers custom designed and handcrafted 
wedding and formal gowns using sustainable eco-friendly materials; writing and 
performing music with local indigenous band Gudju Gudju and girl band Secret 
Tuesdays. In addition, Leah is also committed to empowering women of all ages in 
the local community, particularly the local Indigenous community. With two artistic 
careers in parallel, Leah has also managed to create a haven for herself and her three 

daughters in the rainforest – by her own hand. 
Leah arrived in the Far North in 1989 – first in Cairns and then the Daintree 

before settling in Kuranda. However, Leah’s story before she arrived in Cairns is to 
be noted because it demonstrates that authentic aspect of her character that enables 
her to fully commit to a project.

Leah has a degree in Environmental Health from Sydney University that she 
attained (externally) whilst working as a Building and Health Inspector for Mudgee 
Shire Council in New South Wales. Work and full-time study were not enough to 
prevent Leah from renovating her first home – which she did entirely on her own. 
Successful completion of a TAFE course in Welding, Fitting and Turning certainly 
assisted. During this period in her life she developed bone cancer in her leg and 
underwent surgery to remove the tumour and half of the bone in her left lower leg.  

This did not slow her down and once recovered she made the decision to drive 
north, stopping in Hamilton Island for six months along the way.

Leah came to Kuranda in 1994, sewing at home and selling her designs at her stall 
in the original markets. Home was in Therwine Street where she met and became 

friends with her neighbour Dolly Brim. They were both of a similar age and mothers 
to young children. A Kuranda local, Dolly invited Leah to join her to learn the local 
Djabugay language which had come close to being another lost language. 

Michael Quinn, a linguistic anthropologist, was teaching a group of Indigenous 
Kuranda locals at his house once a week. Dolly brought Leah along and so Leah 
learnt Djabugay language. In Leah’s words “I’ll give it a go!” Leah patiently explains 
that ‘ngirrma’ means the common language for this area and she then goes on to 
explain that for the Djabunganydji people Djabugay is the language. Serendipitously 
as we are talking about this, Michael Quinn walks by and he and Leah exchange 
greetings in language. 

It was at Michael Quinn’s that Leah met the original band members of Gudju 
Gudju founded by Michael Quinn and Ashley Coleman. Gudju Gudju means 
Rainbow Serpent. The band comprised approximately nine Indigenous members 
with Leah and Gail Betts being among the “Migaloo” (the name speaks for itself). 
The lineup has changed over the years, but Leah playing guitar, piano and singing 
vocals and Michael Quinn, flautist, are constants. She writes songs in English and 
Djabugay and performs at music festivals such as Winter Moon, Wallaby Creek 
and the Yungaburra Music Festival with Guju Gudju and was invited to perform at 
the Indigenous Music Festival held as part of the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games at 
Redfern Oval.

Whilst at festivals, Gudju Gudju give back to the community by hosting Cultural 
Connection workshops where they talk about the importance of keeping language 
alive. They teach chants and explain the story behind the chant, engaging the 
audience with stories and music. 

Leah was invited to attend NAIDOC Week in Herberton this year and perform a 
song she wrote called Bada Nyiwul. The song is sung in both English and Djabugay. 
The theme for NAIDOC this year was “Because of her we can” and Leah’s song is 
particularly relevant as she wrote it as a gift to Djabugay women and mothers to 
encourage them to seek time alone to strengthen their soul so they can give to their 
children.

Leah has developed very strong kinship ties with her fellow band mates through 
music and Djabugay language and in the spirit of this camaraderie Leah was given 
a totem by the band – “Yarramin” the horse. She was given this because of her free 
spirit and her long mane and she embodies her totem very well. 

Leah’s free spirit is nowhere more evident than at her 5-acre property hidden 
away up a private bush track. She meets me at the entrance to her secluded property 
on the outskirts of the town with Thor, her three-year-old Siberian Husky and I jump 
into her rustic 4WD. We make our way up the hill slowly with Leah announcing with 
a laugh that we are “entering into another realm!” 

We begin by moving through a thick archway of Golden Bamboo which hangs 
very low over the road, blocking out most of the light. The track is extremely rough 
and we lurch from side to side, all the while Leah happily describing how she fills 
the channels with rocks gathered by hand. We travel across seasonal creek beds 
including one named Dismal Creek which claimed her previous 4WD during a wet 
season when Leah attempted to cross the creek. 

She cheerfully explains that she is cut off each wet for a week or more, and when 
this happens she simply walks in and out to the road and carries supplies back up 
the road for a kilometre or more. Supplies being gas bottles, fuel for the generator 
(before she had solar), food and wine. She is as strong in body as she is free in spirit. 

We then begin to climb through a forest of ancient Licuala (Fan Palms) which 
tower above us until we reach the end of the road to Leah’s land, land which formed 
part of an old logging track. 

Leah bought the property 15 years ago and she describes it fondly as a “work in 
progress”. Originally a shed at the end of the track, it is now what she describes as 
a “birdcage” and again with that sunny laugh, she as the “bird in the birdcage”. The 
description is apt as there are no solid walls. The two storey structure is framed by 
large Hickory tree trunks smoothed with age and with a golden patination that glows 
in the afternoon light. The double front doors are rather grand with their ornately 
carved frames and matching windows. All the materials are either recycled or milled 
from the timber on site.

True to Leah’s “give it a go” attitude, to begin making the shed habitable and with 
her third child in a sling on her back, she hired a mobile mill from PNG. She loaded

…continued next page
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At Kuranda District State College, we are focussed on preparing 
our students for the new Queensland Senior System, referred to as the QCE system. 
As society transforms and changes it is crucial that education changes to ensure 
Queensland school leavers have the 21st skills they need for the future. Young 
Queenslanders in the 21st century need to be innovators, entrepreneurs, lifelong 
learners, valued employees and responsible global citizens.  

In 2019, we are implementing the new curriculum and are currently individually 
case managing each student, seeking to support and guide them through their senior 
schooling.  We are having conferences with students and families to ensure that 
the subjects they are selecting align with their career pathway.  We endeavour to 
ensure every student develops the 21st Century skills required to leave our College 
on a career pathway, whether that be directly into employment, pursuing Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) or on a formal university pathway.  

In 2018, we introduced the ‘Head Start’ option, to allow a proportion of our 
students to get a ‘head start’ in terms of progressing onto their chosen career 
path whilst still at school. Essentially, it means that a student can elect to study 
four school based subjects across three days of the week and focus on their career 
pathway studies across the other two full days. These options include a combination 
of school-based apprenticeships and traineeships (SBAT), whole day VET courses, 
alternate education opportunities such as distance education and pre-university 
courses (SUN program), online courses and work placements. Providing the option 
to complete online courses allows students to study courses that directly align with 
their pathway.

Students are provided with an array of learning options in their senior years at the 
College and they are achieving outstanding results. In 2017, 100% of our departing 
Year 12 students achieved a Queensland Certificate Education (QCE) which is the 
state wide benchmark used to measure success at school as well as preparedness for 
employment or further study and training.   High-performing students at Kuranda 
District State College are consistently, year after year, achieving outstanding student 
outcomes. The majority of our students are achieving very high OP results, with 
one of our students, Bethany Sporre, receiving an OP 1 in 2018, and in 2019 we are 
once again predicting outstanding results in our Senior School. Our key strengths 
at Kuranda District State College are our high-quality programs, our high-quality 

teachers, our small classes and the ongoing feedback our students are provided 
ensuring that they are continually improving their outcomes.

At Kuranda District State College, we are continually seeking feedback from our 
students regarding the subjects offered and the opportunities that are available. We 
extended our vocational pathway offerings in 2018 by introducing a Certificate I 
in Construction. This was delivered by Blue Dog training, who are market leaders 
in innovative construction safety courses and vocational training. Their programs 
are high-quality yet flexible. The Certificate I in Construction course builds student 
competency in skills necessary as a pre-apprenticeship pathway to a building and/
or construction qualification.

Marine Science was introduced and was an extremely popular choice for our 
senior students. One of the highlights for this course of study included an excursion 
to the Great Barrier Reef to conduct field work and participate in the Eye on the 
Reef program to meet syllabus requirements for field work and gain hands on 
experience as a marine biologist, marine ecologist, and/or working in the marine 
tourist industry as a practical science career.

This year we have also introduced a University Tour to Brisbane, to provide our 
students with the opportunity to experience first-hand what a number of universities 
offer in Brisbane. The tour included a guided visit of The University of Queensland, 
Queensland University of Technology and Griffith University campuses and their 
residential colleges.

In 2019, we will have an upgraded kitchen at our College, which will be of an 
industrial standard. Our exciting initiative in 2019, will be the introduction of the 
Certificate II in Hospitality course.  Students will also have the opportunity to 
complete a Certificate II in Tourism, once they have completed their hospitality 
course. Both qualifications will be delivered through Queensford College each 
Monday. Queensford College utilise new technological methods of learning to 
provide an effective and efficient knowledge delivery to our students. Students will 
have access to a team of highly qualified trainers throughout the course duration.

If you would like to find out more information about Senior Schooling at Kuranda 
District State College, please do not hesitate to contact Michelle Howe our Senior 
Secondary Deputy Principal on 4085 5333.

Senior Schooling at KDSC

it up onto the back of a ute and hauled it up the track to the house site. She and her 
partner took out the Hickory trees with a chainsaw and dragged them to the mill. Six 
months later the original shed was liveable. After that a bathroom was added and 
bedrooms for the girls. There are plans for a studio to make music in and to sew, but 
for the time being, the dining table serves as workspace for her sustainable fashion 
atelier. Leah has long been committed to promoting and utilising organic, sustainable 
fabrics such as hemp, bamboo and pineapple fibre. She was approached to showcase 
her designs at Eco Fashion Week Australia, an annual event that features discussions, 
exhibitions, hands-on workshops and runway shows highlighting the best in organic, 
handmade, local, re/up-cycled fair-trade, ethical fashion, and textiles. I run my hand 
over the liquid feeling hemp/silk mix with its soft sheen and am impressed with the 
quality of the fine hand beading and embroidery of the garments.

Atelier aside, the house conjures images in my mind of fairytales and magic. 
Perhaps it’s the extra large cauldron in the garden! Or it may be the two pianos, one 
which is slowly being absorbed into the landscape by the bromeliads and orchids. 
The chickens roost in drums from a drum kit no longer in use and a dragon fruit 
plant sits atop a tall tree stump sending out its branches like Medusa’s head – it 
sounds a little bit crazy and it is but it’s fabulous.

There is no real architectural style evident – it’s almost like a movie set – quirky, 
jumbled and highly decorative. There are outdoor “rooms” complete with sofas, 
coffee tables and even an upcycled wood fired pizza oven that delivers a hot Margarita 
in 15 minutes! These vignettes take advantage of different views, rural to the north 
and rainforest to the south. 

Ornate mirrors taller than me lean up against trees and bounce the light around, 
but the best is the circular trampoline bed set three metres above the ground. Climb 
the ladder to the top and you can see Black Mountain from it during the day and 
it is perfectly positioned for star gazing at night. Peter Pan would most definitely 
approve.

Everything about Leah is true to her totem – wild and free. I ask her what is the 
best thing about living off the grid and she replies “Not relying on anyone else except 
yourself”. As we are walking back to the car to make our way down the challenging 
(if not perilous) track she reminds me with that open laugh that it is Thursday which 
is when her other band Secret Tuesdays get together to practice. The two other band 
members describe Leah’s place as the “Church on the Hill” and as I glance back 
towards the house with the sun setting in long shafts over all the idiosyncratic detail, 
I think to myself – yes, this is a little bit of heaven in the rainforest.� 

“The view from here” continued
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PHONE

0407 184 331
kurandacarriers@gmail.com.au

Kuranda Carriers
Your Local Delivery Service

Cairns • Kuranda • Speewah • Koah

WHITEGOODS • FURNITURE • SOME HARDWARE
(Bunnings, OfficeWorks, Pharmacies, A-Mart. Harvey Norman etc)

We will pick up small parcels from Cairns CBD from $11
We also do removals

Focus on Kuranda Photography Group is a Facebook group 
initiated by local resident Liz Tonkin.

The group aims to share images of Kuranda and the immediate region 
and is open to anyone – resident or visitor.

It’s also open to photographers from beginners to professionals and 
using any kind of medium from fancy cameras to smart phones.

The Moderator of the page has advised The Kuranda Paper that 
the photograph that has received the most ‘likes’ this month from 29th 
August to25th September was Patrick Dauwe’s Frogmouth: “Somebody 
was hiding under the fern”.

Focus on Kuranda
KUR-World Environmental Impact Statement (KW EIS)

We have had information from the Office of the Coordinator General for State 
coordinated projects that the public submission period for the KW EIS will likely 
open within the next month or so. We will be running a series of workshops and 
displays to assist the community to access what could be over 5000 pages of 
information relating to the project. THIS KUR-WORLD PROJECT HAS NOT YET 
BEEN APPROVED despite anything you may have heard to the contrary. This is 
your opportunity to have your say.

Please send an email to eiskuranda@gmail.com to register for further updates  
on the public submission period and information regarding locations of workshop 
sessions and displays. 

Cathy Retter
for Kuranda Region Planning group and
KUR-World EIS submission group

KUR-Cow Snubs Kuranda
Considering the impact “KUR” anything will have on the immediate Kuranda locality 
it’s a bit hard to understand why KUR-Cow would offer 100 Cazalys members and 
their families a free day on Wednesday 26th September including transfers to and 
from the farm, hay ride, cattle show, mini animal farm, organic garden and lunch. 

Obviously Cazalys means a hell of a lot more to KUR-Cow than the local Kuranda 
community does. I wonder if the other sporting and social clubs in Cairns and the 
Tablelands will also get the same invitation. Pity it wasn’t extended to our Kuranda 
community members and family. Perhaps KUR-Cow has forgotten we exist.

However, if whilst on this freebie you want to go Horse or Quad Bike riding there 
is an additional cost so there is a bit of a commercial gain there after all.

Interesting to note that a website taking bookings for KUR-Cow also has a link 
that advises that one may get to the site in one’s own car. This was strictly prohibited 
under Council approved conditions. I wonder if Council will do anything this time 
considering their past reluctance to pull this proponent into line.

Same website also sprukes how KUR-Cow takes great pride in the preservation 
of the native wildlife and their environment. Doesn’t seem to mention the past 
illegal tree clearing, the dam that was built without a permit that then required 
remedial work before any more of the endangered tree frogs were killed. Guess they 
forgot to mention that fact to the Webmaster. Probably too busy concentrating on 
drawing the attention of INVESTORS and tourists alike, as the website informs us.

      Peter Cohen, Kuranda

Kuranda Range Road Upgrade: 
Not at the Expense of the Environment

Extensive design work was done years ago for a new Kuranda Range Road. Not a 
bit of widening here and there but a new alignment as wide and as fast as you like, 
over and under the ground surface but not on it. It was signed off by us greenies 
and the rest. The only problem was and still is the cost. The reason it is such a good 
design is that it is good for humans (fast and furious) and good for the critters of the 
ground because it takes away the road barrier and allows free movement through 
the WHWTA corridor.  

I do take issue with Joe Moro's view (CP 17/9/18) that the high cost of the road 
is the World Heritage listing. No, Joe, it’s the nature of the terrain, its instability, 
that makes it expensive. This instability may also make the building of a tunnel 
impossible.

This attitude, that it’s the environment that is the problem with the world, 
highlights why Kuranda is at such odds with our Dry Tropics Mareeba council. 
Kuranda (read Wet Tropics) has no voice in decisions made by our Dry Tropics 
masters. We’re seen as a bunch of complainers. Why? Because such inappropriate 
decisions are made for us by people who have no idea about our environment. The 
Wet Tropics vegetation is described as “mongrel scrub”, something that’s in the 
way of development. 

The natural environment is what we breathe.  It’s our friend not our enemy. 
      Jax Bergersen

CONTINUED

Yoga in Myola
In addition to the value of yoga for improving general health, research 

suggests potential benefits of yoga in reducing depression and anxiety, 
and improving mental health and well-being for all people. Individual and 

group classes available Wednesdays                 

Phone Pat
0499 162 550



9THE KURANDA PAPER October 2018

AMRE_Slashes signboard x 3_866x180.indd   3

17/08/2017   12:30 pm

On Sunday 19th of August a group of 25 locals from Speewah, Koah and Kuranda 
completed a traditional yearly walk from Speewah campgrounds to the Red Beret Hotel. This year, 
the organisers from “Farmall” decided to use the walk to raise money for farmers and with all of the 
generous donations from locals we raised $1195.

Cameron Liddle from Liquaforce (cattle feed supplement) in Ingham generously offered to match 
us dollar for dollar which ended up being a total of 4000L of liquid supplement.

Darryll from Cairns Southside Stockfeed generously delivered the product to Goondiwindi (North 
West Rural Supplies) who delivered the product to a very worthy farmer who is extremely grateful! 
Marie Gerhardt sadly lost her husband to cancer last year and her daughter lost her leg in a farming 
accident.

The drought was close to claiming over 400 head of her cattle. This joint effort within a small 
community has helped her hold the farm together and save her cattle.

Thank you to Speewah Farmall, the Speewah Tavern, The Red Beret Hotel, Cairns Southside 
Stockfeed, Liquaforce, North West Rural Supplies and everyone who donated and participated.

Speewah to Red Beret Walk
Raises Funds for Farmers
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To verify if it is 
worthwhile, please 
call for an update 
on your property’s 
current market value 
at no obligation.

I will appreciate
your call.

Gunther 
Raine & Horne
Kuranda Representative
0421 768 522
gunther@rhpc.com.au

To sell or not to sell; that is the question!
(pardon the pun)

Old Kuranda Backpackers in Need of Major Work
to Restore and Save It

Picture from Kuranda Village News, Winter 1981,
by late Peter Hohermuth, editor.

The Old House at the corner of Arara and Barang Streets that many may 
know as the old “Kuranda Backpackers’ (Mrs Miller’s) Hostel” has been neglected 
for many years and now needs significant work to restore it as a useable building. 
The longer it sits without repair, the more precarious its future. 

The two lots on which the building sits are mapped as a Local Heritage Area by the 
Heritage Overlay Mapping of Mareeba Shire Council (2016). Its heritage significance 
is described as follows: “22-26 Barang Street dates to the early years of Kuranda’s 
settlement and has played an important tourist and social role for the town ever since, 
being home to a prominent businessman and hostel accommodation for generations 
of visitors. It has been modified a number of times over its life but the core remains 
part of one of the oldest buildings in the town, one of only a handful of a similar age 
that have survived. Its form is a typical example of a wealthy businessman’s dwelling 
in North Queensland at the time of its construction and representative of the tin 
and timber tradition. It is a large house in a prominent high point in the street. It 
contributes positively to the character of the town.”

A search of old newspapers through the National Library of Australia digital 
archives (https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/) reveals numerous references to this 
house in old Cairns Post editions. 

 In May 1913, The Cairns Post reported “It is also rumoured that Mr. Gummow, of 
Cairns, intends to build a large residence here.” By 3rd July of the same year, it was 
reported that “Mr. R. Hanson, contractor for Mr Gummow’s residence, is pushing 
along the work, which will be completed in about three weeks’ time.” 

George Gummow Snr died in 1926. His son George Douglas Gummow became 
the owner of Cairns Timber Ltd, founded in 1909. In 1931 he established a veneer 

mill, until that time practically no veneer slicing was done in Australia. The last log 
was sawn at the Cairns mill in 1966. He was a Cairns City Council Alderman, 1939-
49 and President of the Cairns Chamber of Commerce, 1934/36. Gummow Close at 
Whitfield is named after him. 

It must be presumed that the Gummow family lived there for at least a few years, 
but in 1919 the property was on the market, described as follows:

“The Modern Residence ‘Grevillea’ situated on one acre of land fronting the 
Barron River and contiguous to the Railway Station. The garden and grounds are 
tastefully laid out and planted with Palms, Shrubs and Fruit Trees. There is a grass 
Tennis Court, and the usual Outbuildings, including a fenced-off Fowl Run. Both 
House and Grounds have water laid on derived from the Railway supply. The House 
itself commands a fine view of the River, and is built on high blocks: It contains six 
bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, hall and a lounge room enclosed with artistic 
lead light casements. The kitchen is replete with all modern conveniences, and 
Quirk's gas is laid on to all parts, derived from a plant in one of the outhouses, all 
necessary fittings being intact. There are four 1000-gallon Tanks for rainwater. The 
property cost £2,500 as it now stands, and is now offered for £1,500.” No further 
record could be found in the CP of this sale proceeding. 

The building appears to have suffered minor damage as a result of the cyclone 
that struck Kuranda in February 1920. Many other buildings in Kuranda suffered 
very severe damage. Cairns Post (4th Feb 1920) reported as follows:

“Remilton’s Hotel was partly unroofed. Hunter’s residence was unroofed; Dodds’ 
Hall (Frederick Parkhurst Dodd, The ‘Butterfly Man of Kuranda’) was moved off the 
blocks, and portions of the residence unroofed. The School of Arts was blown down, 
and was completely wrecked. Pierce’s Hotel was unroofed, and the Carruthers’ 
family lost their verandah. Harriman’s house was blown down. K. Beavis’s house 
was blown off its blocks; and a similar fate befell the Rest Home. Newbury’s house 
was unroofed, and Gummows’ partly unroofed. Brookman’s was also unroofed. The 
Barron River had risen 12 feet by three o’clock, and was still rising. The Mantaka 
school was blown off its blocks and the shelter shed blown away. J. Veivers’ house 
was unroofed, and at Myola, R. Veivers’ house was blow down. Mr. Smith’s residence 
at Kuranda was demolished. The goods shed, station roof and refreshment rooms 
also suffered severely.”

Not much could be found covering the period until World War II, but in 1945 
The Cairns Post reported that the building, which was known as the Services’ Leave 
House (apparently operated by Y.W.C.A.-A.C.F during the war) was to become a 
holiday house for civilians operated by Y.W.C.A., with accommodation provided for 
25 women boarders. In 1946 the guest-house welcomed a new supervisor, a Miss 
Gray from Melbourne, who took over from Miss McRea (The Cairns Post 20th April 
1946).

The Y.W.C.A. hostel was purchased by the Methodist Church as a Youth Centre 
and Holidaying Home in 1946 (The Cairns Post 3rd July 1946). The official opening 
was performed by Rev. A. G. Secomb, secretary general of Methodist Church of 
Australasia at a ceremony attended also by representatives of Woothakata Shire 
Council (the shire which later largely became the Mareeba Shire) and Mareeba 
Branch Rotary Club. Afterwards, the guests were “entertained to afternoon tea and 
programme”. 

In its new role, as Grevillea Holiday Home, the property hosted an annual garden 
party in 1954 (The Cairns Post 18th Oct 1954), with “160 visitors congregated on 

…continued on page 17
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Family owned and operated
• Qualified Arborist

• Fully Insured • Ergon Authorised
• Qualified and highly experienced climber

• Free quotes and advice
• No job too big or too small
Experience ranging from small trees

through to advanced rigging, crane work,
block clearing and controlled tree removal.

We’ll bring a little TLC to any project you undertake

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION

ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION

BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION

AUDIT
4092 1244

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

NEXT MEETING:
Wednesday 10th October 7.00pm

by  Zoom
Email pestoriusm@gmail.com for details of how to join our 

meeting from the comfort of your home.

All welcome.

PHOTO VIA RAINFOREST RESCUE

In Kuranda and surrounds
Affordable alternate transport

LOCAL DRIVERS • 7 DAY SERVICE
AIRPORT TRANSFERS

1300 74 33 74
We are seeking more drivers for this

very popular service
Email John at: info@1300rideshare.com.au

Quick Quiz
How much do you know about the environment? Enter 
this family quiz and you could win a mystery prize!
Most of the answers  can be found on the Friends of the 
Earth (FoE) FNQ website: www.foefnq.org.au. But you 
may have to research some of them...
Just write true or false by each statement (more than 
one may be true in each question). Scan your reply to 
sarahi3451@gmail.com. Or post it to FoE Quick Quiz, 
PO Box 727, Kuranda, 4881
1. The Kuranda region was first settled:

1. In the 1800s
2. In the 1900s
3. thousands of generations ago
4. 50 years ago

2. Guardians of the Wet Tropics is:
1.  a State government initiative for increased 

biodiversity
2.  a neighbourhood watch project to improve 

security
3.  a proposed project linking residents with 

LandCare and environmental groups
3.  The  KUR-World development would 

include:
1.  an ecoresort in the rainforest accommodating a 

maximum of 50 people
2.  a shopping centre 2/3 the size of Smithfield
3.  a resort with accommodation for thousands of 

people
4.  According to Prof. Allan Dale, better 

planning is:
1. economically sustainable
2. has broad community support
3. preserves cultural values
4. maintains or enhances biodiversity
5. all of the above

5. Adani is:
1. a shoe brand
2. one of India’s leading businesses
3.  attempting to open what would be the largest 

coal mine in Australia and one of the largest in 
the world. 

6. Friends of the Animals is:
1. a set of wildlife colouring pages for children 
2. a group protecting wildlife from roaming dogs
3. a children's petting zoo

7. Bats:
1.  form one eighth of all mammal species in the 

world 
2. in Australia there are over 90 species of bat
3.  are important in the dispersal of rainforest 

seeds
4. are important pollinators of trees

8. The Green Turtle 
1.  gets its name from the colour of its carapace 

(shell). 
2.  has lungs and must come to the surface about 

every half hour to breathe air
3. eats seagrass and algae

9.  Water hyacinth is being removed from Lake 
Tinaroo:
1.  by spraying chemicals into the water from a 

helicopter
2. by the use of a weevil
3. by a combination of chemicals and weevil
4. by manual removal and composting

10. Cassowaries:
1.  are an endangered species with only around 

1200 animals left
2.  are threatened by loss of habitat, being run 

over by vehicles, dog attacks, pigs, disease and 
natural catastrophic events. 

3.  In the Mission Beach area, loss of habitat is the 
greatest single cause of southern cassowary 
death. 

4. are a keystone species for rainforest survival
See the December edition for the answers to 
this quiz – and to see the winner.

Thai Kai Cafe
• Dine in and
   Takeaway
• Catering for
    Private functions

B.Y.O.

Opening Hours: Lunch
Wednesday–Sunday

10.30am–3.00pm
Dine-in and Takeaway

Thursday/Friday/Saturday
10.30am–8.00pm

Follow us on Facebook

Thai Kai Cafe

The Red House
24 Coondoo Street
Kuranda

Phone 4093 8770
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The Arts are not just the language of the heart, but they are also the centre of 
innovation. Art is design, functionality, beauty, satire, social comment, but art 
is also the expression of original ideas. Objects dreamed up by authors then 
become reality in the hands of scientists and engineers. Devices created by 
technology end up back in the hands of artists - this flow of creativity between 
the arts and science is what drives our human evolution. It is a short-sighted 
world that cannot see the benefits of this collusion, the Creative Industries. 
This observation came to my attention when I was asked a question (left) on 
social website Quora, so I took a sample of how others around the world see 
funding for the arts (see left). Other countries do it different, some better, some 
worse. Let’s not get it wrong here in Australia, specially not here in Far North 
Queensland, but I’m sure our politicians here will see the sense in supporting 
the Arts. Anyhow, have a profitable October art lovers,                 seren.
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“The creative industries have rescued a lot of failing 
cities, yet we do no invest in arts anymore. What is the 
logic behind this, and why do people choose to ignore 
the benefits of the arts?”

...asks Deondre Charelle Richmond on social website “Quora”. Below are 
just a few of the responses from people around the globe.

Rebecca Hulit, works at Graphic Artist.
“The ‘arts’, all of their platforms, are considered, at first 
notion, a luxury that few can afford. BUT, in spite of this 
concept all basic infrastructure of our cities and country 
depend on them: roads, bridges, buildings, stores, housing, 
parks, signs, emergency conduits etc. Music, dance, visual, 
audio are those viewed as wasted luxury YET studies have 
shown that these forms open areas of the brain, young and 
old that allow and access learning, memory and abilities 
that otherwise are blocked or locked. Life itself could just as 
easily be considered a luxury we don’t need and can’t afford 
so I think those with such a mind-set need to step back and 
reconsider.”

Makeleigh O’Shea, Visual Artist.
“The whole concept of the arts has changed 
dramatically in the past century. I’m not 
sure if Deondre is referring to the visual arts 
or the other arts (drama, music, etc.)
The visual arts have changed as the world 
has changed; as the royal hierarchy was 
becoming less important and powerful, a 
different art movement came about, when 
the world war was occurring, Cubism came about, when music was becoming more predominant and free, Pop Art 
reigned. It’s all a matter of time, and now that the recent boom in technology is around, the use of original and physical 
visual art has decreased. Once upon a time arts were used a capture a moment, but ever since the creation of cameras 

and other means of imagery, art is only used as a hobby, love, 
and passion. Not because someone is paying us to do it.”

Laura Pace, Blanton Museum of Art (2018).
“The arts are generally undervalued and seen as 
something that only elites can appreciate and enjoy. 
Our public schools cut art, music and drama programs 
when they make budget cuts. Creative skills are not 
integrated with the main school curriculum. City, 
state and federal governments go after industries 
and businesses that promise to deliver jobs by giving them tax incentives, but they do little or nothing to help arts 
businesses. Arts organizations look for funds from donors in the wealthiest segment of society but they often ignore 
a potential audience among low income people. I believe that art is for everybody and is among the most important 
aspects of our culture. I hope that government institutions, schools and arts organizations do a better job of funding 
arts programs that are meaningful and accessible to all people.”

Mary Abel, Working At Human Life. (1974-pres).
“Well, a lot of people with the money to invest in the arts 
or creative industries don’t really believe that the arts have a monetary value these days. You’d have to be more specific 
about your definition of creative industries for me to answer more fully. Is it avant garde cuisine that brings tourists 
in? Is it making wine or beer? Is it an art festival that is displayed prominently on a main thoroughfare? A livestock 

and baking competition with rides and such? A music festival? All of 
these things are defined as art or creative industries. There is no logic 
behind not supporting these efforts. There is only shortsightedness 
and greed.”

Sheldon Drake, BFA 89 Cooper Union. Had some fine teachers 
and a couple famous ones who sucked.
“‘People’ is a general term. In the US, short-term shareholder value 
is the current god, and nothing else much matters. Art making has 
magnificent long-term numbers, but that’s just noise to this kind of 
thinking. I left the US and moved to Berlin. Here, there is a special 
visa for working artists, with fairly minimal requirements, you just 
have to prove that you are a working artist, that you have a reasonable 

expectation of supporting yourself (money in the bank is excellent), and you have health insurance. That’s it, here’s your 
freelance work visa, go contribute. There is even a program to subsidize health insurance (and pension) for freelance 
artists. Maybe you want to read that last sentence again. The health of a society is measured by how much presence art 
has in it. Not commercial plastic horseshit like Justin Minaj-Sheeran, but local, authentic stuff, and not only in arena/
altar settings, under corporate logo banners, but out in real life, everywhere, open to all: engaged. Currently the US 
is in a massive crisis driven by short-sighted greed, 
while Germany has so much money everyone is mad 
at the them”

Jeff Moses, former Technical Editor (1984-1990).
“I don’t think people ignore the benefits of the arts — I think 
they (we) overlook them. We take them for granted. Everything 
around you is designed, from your phone to your garden. Artists 
did that!
Investing in art, however, is a different matter: I may hire an 
artist to design my product, and I will be able to judge the result 
more or less objectively — does your new box design improve my 
sales, or not? But investing in art without a specific result (for 
example, “to rescue a failing city”) is a much riskier proposition, 
and the folks with lots of money are usually risk-averse.
Art, by its very nature, produces a lot of failure. Just ask the 
painter with a room full of partly completed canvases waiting to 
be painted over for a fresh start, or the writer with banker boxes 

(or computer file-folders) full of unsuccessful manuscripts. It’s a tough sell, if you’re looking for investors. One solution 
to this problem would be more arts education. Another, closely related, would be efforts to nurture creativity in kids, 
rather than smothering it. In my opinion, nothing helps you to appreciate art more than trying to create it.”

Favela Art

Fort-de-France

Urban design - Hangzhou

New York mural

Futuristic 
vertical 
factory

Dear members and friends!
WORKING BEE

Sunday 14th October
Start - 10:30am
Lunch Provided

It takes a lot of dedicated 
people to keep our Amphitheatre 
functioning. As well as all the 
event staff there are many others 
associated with the ongoing upkeep 
and maintenance of the venue.

There is the grounds upkeep, 
the electrical systems, lighting, 
sound, plumbing, building, paving, 
gardening, etc, etc, and not 
forgetting the administration and 
office duties.

A big thank you to all those 
involved. Your efforts are greatly 
appreciated by all who support the 
Amphitheatre.

To give an idea of the technical 
requirements of the Amphi, below 
are some statistics lifted from the 
Amphitheatre Website:

POWER FACILITIES
We have upgraded our power 

supply throughout the entire 
venue. Available power access on 
main stage: 

*2 x 3 phase (50 amp) 5 pin 3 

phase switched socket outlets. 
*Another 3 phase (42 amp) outlet 

can be accessed from under the 
main stage via 30m extension 
cable. 

*A third (42amp) outlet can be 
run from a storage shed situated to 
the side of the main stage approx 
30m extension.

*4 x 10amp double GPOs 
on main stage. 

*2 x 15 amp single GPOs
FOH AUDIO & LIGHTING
All FOH equipment is to be 

supplied by the hirer to meet 
their own individual needs 
and can be supplied by local 
Cairns hire companies. 

FOH sound / light desk 
placement is usually on 
the third grass terrace 
from stage front centre 
approximately 34m. Multi-
core is generally along the 
ground from: 

a) centre of stage 34m and 
covered. 

b) around the edge of the 
grassed terraces and back 
to centre approx 50m and 

covered. 
**NB Once multi-core is run, 

the venue will supply webbing 
barricades to stop any cars or 
trucks driving through this area. It 
is advisable that sound personnel 
ensure barricades are up to 
safeguard multi-core. 

All weather cover (hoecker 
with carpeted floor - preferred 
size to suit venue approx 3.5m x 
3.5m). If this size suites your own 
requirements, it is available to the 
hirer from Progig

MAIN STAGE LIGHTING
Main Stage Lighting Four (4) 400w 

work lights – ( one on each corner) 
metal Halide floodlights, operable 
from main stage. 1000w Carpark 
light on side of stage. Four(4) 1000 
w QI floodlights on front of stage. 

Stage Dimensions 14.8m(w) x 
109m(d) – Wooden stage surface, 
painted grey. Stage floor to bottom 
of roof truss: – approx. 4.5m @ 
front truss – approx 4.5m @ centre 
truss – approx 4m @ rear truss 

Stage floor from ground level 
1.4m Raked stage approx. 2 
degrees. ie: raised 170mm @ front 
from wings floor raised 400mm @ 

rear from wings floor Stage roof is 
of colourbond metal 

Stage Wings 3.8m(w) x 6m(d) x 
6m(h) Stage wing floor is concrete 
and is 170mm below main stage 
(wooden floor) @ front & 400mm 
below main stage wooden floor @ 
rear.

                    KAS Admin

Amphitheatre News
October 2018
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Mareeba Arts in the Park
An arts festival was held in Mareeba on 22nd September and the Kuranda 
Arts Co-op was well represented. Members including Kate Prynne, Lisa 
Edwards, Toni Rogers, Robyn King, Catherine Harvey and Henri Hunsinger 
undertook demonstrations and public activities on the day.
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20 Coondoo Street, Kuranda • 4093 9026 
www.artskuranda.asn.net.au

The Nature Of Blue
A major solo exhibition “The Nature of Blue” by local ceramicist Mollie 
Bosworth opens on Friday, 28th September at 5.30pm at the Cairns Art 
Gallery, cnr Shield and Abbott Streets. Mollie will be showing ceramics, 
works on paper and silk.

This exhibition of outstanding artworks is the culmination of many 
months work and many years experience. Members of the Arts Co-op will 
be attending the opening and wish Mollie a most enjoyable and successful 
exhibition. 

“The Nature of Blue” exhibition continues until 18th November.

Screen Printing Workshop
Cut your teeth on a new technique or develop more skills in a favourite.
Arts Co-op member William Wakefield will be holding a screen printing 
workshop with Inkmasters over the weekend of 6th and 7th September.
13th and 14th October will be etching and aquatint with Theo Tremblay. 
20th and 21st October, Lee Edwards will be teaching Reduction linocuts.
Contact www.inkmasters.com or email info@inkmasterscairns.com for 
information and bookings.

You cannot use up creativity
The more you use
The more you have

    – Maya Angelou



Who is ready for some dinner and dancing? The Leonora Jane 
Duo will be playing at The Two Turtles Restaurant 

at the Billabong this coming Sunday evening. 
The recently renamed restaurant, The Two Turtles has 

pulled out all stops in an effort to relaunch the venue. Opening 
7 nights a week, as well as offering Sunday afternoon's Live 
Music & Tapas on the deck beside the picturesque Billabong, 
a perfect place to unwind. 

This coming Sunday 30th September sees the afternoon 
start with a Live Music and Tapas Session with Wind & 
Wood (1.00-4.00pm), and then continue into a Dinner 
And Dance evening with entertainment by the delightful 
Leonora Jane Duo (5.00-8.00pm). The funky pop rock duo 
loves to play music, and features new and old covers with a 
touch of blues and jazz too. 

Leonora Jane performed at Woodford Folk Festival in 

both 2013 & 2014 with New World Rhythm world music acapella 
ensemble and also as a character in their feature attraction “The 
Game”.  In 2016, Leonora Jane featured as an emerging artist in 
the Tableland Music Lovers’ “Venus on The Mountaintop”.   In 2017 
Leonora Jane played the role of Maria in The Sound of Music. And 
for the past several years has been a part of local theatre restaurant 

and choir ensembles including with 
Woyaya Acapella Singers, and Voices of 
the North Christmas Messiah concerts.

Paul Vandersar has performed for 
the past several years in local musical 
events with Soul Song Choir, and played 
keyboards and bass with local band 5 
O’Clock Somewhere.  In 2018 Paul has 
taken a leadership role with the tenor 
section for Soul Song Choir and has 
performed as guitarist with the Jeanette 
Wormald Trio and Leonora Jane Duo.  
Paul has a passion for music production 
and songwriting. For all enquiries and 
bookings phone 4093 7555.                      KC

KURANDA 
UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER
CAFE MANDALA

++ BEC DROLLINGER ++
10.00am – 1.00pm

THE BILLABONG
++  WIND & WOOD ++

1.00 – 4.00pm

++  LEONORA JANE  DUO ++
5.00 – 8.00pm

******
SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER

KOAH HALL
Kids @ Koah Markets

++ JEANETTE WORMALD TRIO ++
9.00am - 12noon

++ DANCE YOUR SOUL ++
From 6.00pm

******
SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER

CAFE MANDALA
++ KYM ODO ++

10.00am - 1.00pm

THE BILLABONG
++  WIND & WOOD ++

1.00 – 4.00pm

******
FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER

KOAH HALL
DUBS MEETS REGGAE

KING B FINE (AFRICA/AUS)
AND AFRIKAYA BAND 

 ++ CHARLIE P (UK) ++
DUB TERMINATOR (NZ) &
RAS STONE (Ghana-Africa)
See Article for more Info.

From 2.00pm

******
SUNDAY 14TH OCTOBER

CAFE MANDALA
++ BLUE REED ++

10.00am – 1.00pm

THE BILLABONG
++  WIND & WOOD ++

1.00 – 4.00pm

******
SUNDAY 21ST OCTOBER

CAFE MANDALA
++ WIND & WOOD ++
10.00am – 1.00pm

THE BILLABONG
++ JEANETTE WORMALD TRIO ++

1.00 – 4.00pm

******
SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER

CAFE MANDALA
++ SECRET TUESDAYS ++
10.00am – 1.00pm
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Music in Kuranda

Leonora Jane Duo
Two Turtles Restaurant at the Billabong

Sunday 30th September

Queensland's Regional Small Halls Come Alive with 
Music This Summer

Australia's largest dedicated regional music tour, Festival of 
Small Halls, today announces its huge 2018 Summer Tour, 

featuring Canada’s two-time JUNO Award-winner, OLD MAN 
LUEDECKE and local folk festival favourite, LUCY WISE. 

Set to lift the spirits of many drought-stricken Queensland towns 
this summer, the not-for-profit tour rekindles the time-old tradition 

of gathering in the local small hall for a special night of live music, 
storytelling and community connection.

Launching in the rolling hills of the northern NSW at Mullum Music 
Festival on 16 November, the Small Halls Summer Tour will travel to 
21 town halls, from the Darling and Western Downs areas up to the 
lush rainforests north of Cairns before wrapping up at Woodford Folk 
Festival, 27 December - 1 January. 

Executive Producer, Eleanor Rigden said running the tour in 
partnership with Australia's leading folk festivals enables them to 
“bring in the best contemporary folk artists, who otherwise 
would not be able to afford touring these regions".

Be sure to check our November issue for more info on the 
upcoming Koah Hall concert on Wednesday 5th December 2018.

Festival of Small Halls
Far North Queensland performance at Koah Hall

Wednesday 5th December

Kym Odo
Cafe Mandala

Sunday 7th October
"My wish is for you to find your song, and sing it. So that maybe one day 
you will inspire another being to follow their inner voice and sing theirs".

Cafe Mandala is passionate about supporting original artists' music, and for 
the first time this month will be featuring the talented Kym Odo, keeping 

the good vibes flowing on Sunday 7th October.
Says Kym, "When what you do has the ability to connect with another 

being on a deeper level you make that your service. Music has been in my 
blood for a very long time. Learning from my elders and being inspired 
by my musical mentor and uncle, Richard Odo, has been a blessing in 
disguise. Music is my refuge and that of many. Music is healing. Music is 
life. Music is yoga. Music is me. Music is you".
Check out the Gig Guide for more Cafe Mandala Sunday Sessions in October. 

Headlining acts King B-Fine and Afrikaya band (Africa/
Aus), Charlie P (UK), and live 2 piece, Dub Terminator 

& Ras Stone (NZ & Ghana/Africa) are set to bring the house 
down at Dub Meets Reggae.

The now Sydney based artist King B Fine, originally from West 
Africa, began writing his own music infused with the cultural music 
of his motherland and Jamaican Roots and Dancehall riddims, 
delivering messages heavily influenced by Rastafarian philosophy 
and his experiences in a war torn Sierra Leone.

Touring Europe and sharing the stage with some of Reggae's 
greatest artists such as Anthony B, Cecile, Luciano, Macka B, Fantan 

Mojah, Julian Marley, 
Sizzla and many others, 
has given King B Fine 
the opportunity to 
develop his own unique 
and energetic style of 
showmanship. 
Since his arrival in 
Australia in 2010 King 
B Fine has released an 
album entitled "Royal 
Movement" and singles 
"Shake It", "Bag Ah 
Love”, "Africa Unite", and 
"Different Style" all of 

which have reached No. #1 on the Reverbnation and Numberonemusic 
on the Sydney Reggae charts. His latest release, "Slave Trade" features 
Lutan Fyah and can be viewed at https://youtu.be/1-v4NWlm3ug

King B Fine and Afrikaya band will be performing at Dub Meets 
Reggae as part of their Larger than Life – Mama Tour 2018. 

It is wonderful to have plenty of local talent on the bill,  including 
Kuranda emcee jungle styles Diggis, Elementary Hifi, King David, 
Dj Mistickal Dubmaker, Molecule v's Tyrone, and Tinderbox. 

After multiple trips to the 
mecca of Hip Hop (New York City) 
Diggis has grown as an artist 
and collaborated with some 
underground legends. Through 
the love and respect for Hip Hop 
culture he has established these 
connections which drive him to 
continue to represent his origins 
and unique flavour of music. 

Tinderbox is a Cairns based 
Drum & Bass, Rock/Electro/Hip Hop 
Mash-up Collective, which adds up 
to a funk thumping pulsating wall 
of groove. 

Other acts on the bill include 
Ian Bass, and Dj Vixen (Melb). 
Experimenting with a diverse range of music is Vixen's current vibe, 
drawing largely on abstract hip-hop, jazz, bass, and grime influences, 
with a very eclectic palette of bass music.

Proudly presented by Jungle Beats Productions Dub Meets 
Reggae is an all-aged event with camping available at the Koah Hall. 
Tickets are available at the door. Music from 2.00 pm till midnight.   KCKing B-Fine

Dub Meets Reggae
Friday 12th October 2018

Koah Hall

Diggis
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Email koah.hall@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/koah.hall
Hire fees: 1-2 hrs: $10; Half day: $30;

Full day: $60; Full day & Evening (24 hour block) $110
$200 refundable bond for one-off events

(if space is left as you found it)

Every Month KNC Management Committee Meeting 5.30pm Rob 
Veivers Drive; Ph 4093 8933 for details
First Saturday March–December, Monthly Markets at Koah Hall
Every  Saturday
Pilates 8.15am at the KRC, Fallon Road. Contact Jaide 0488 229 700
Kuranda Envirocare Tree Planting, Ph 4093 9926  for details or check website
www.envirocare.org.au 
Kuranda Men’s Shed every Wednesday 8.30–11.30am
Every Sunday
Texas Holdem’ Poker Mareeba RLFC, sign on from 12.00 noon, game
starts 1.00pm. Prizes for 1st and 2nd. Details Terry 045 990 9900
Kuranda A.A. Group CWA Hall 9.30–11.00am Ph 4093 7599
Yoga with Aileen 10.30am Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen 0419 726 955
Every Monday
Dream Big Tiny Tots 2 Class (5 years and under) 3.45pm–4.30pm
Aerial Kids Trapeze 4.30pm–6.00pm Age 8+  Contact Sophie 0409 333 404
Kids Aerial Circus Louise Kohn. Bookings essential at the Amphi 3.30pm, 0424 928 917
Pilates 9.30am at the KRC, Fallon Road. Contact Davini 0414 994 123
Yoga – Gentle 8.15am for 8.30 start. Energise your life with HALS (Health across the Life 
Span) QCWA Hall, Phone Aileen 4093 7401 or Sheila 4093 7617
Last Monday Kuranda Addiction Community Support (KACS) 4.00pm Kuranda 
Amphitheatre Top Shed
Every Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
Al-Anon Family Groups 6.00pm Ph Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Karate at CWA Hall Kuranda 6.15pm to 7.15pm for more info call Geoff 4093 7380
Koah Sports & Social Club 7.30pm Barbara La Baysse 4093 7026
Every Tuesday
Tiny Tots (5 and under) 3.15pm–4.00pm
Family Circus 4.00pm–5.30pm. All welcome. Under 8s must be accompanied by an adult. 
Contact Sophie 0409 333 404
Pilates 5.45pm at the KRC, Fallon Road. Contact Jaide 0488 229 700
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall Ph 0437 438 196
8 Ball  7.00pm at Kuranda Recreation Centre
First Tuesday Kuranda Interagency Network Meeting venue rotates. 4093 8933
Second Tuesday Kuranda SES Training, 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road. 

Ph John Baskerville 4093 7246, 0407 144 213
Second & Fourth Tuesday
Mareeba Toastmasters meets 7.30-9.30pm, Mareeba RSL.
Phone Fran 4093 7288 or Lenore Wyatt 0447 757 336. Guests welcome
Third Tuesday Tourism Kuranda meets in the office, Centenary 
Park 4.30pm

Every Wednesday
Rotary Club of Cairns Trinity: 5.45 for 6.15pm, Cairns Sheridan Hotel, 
contact Secretary 0402 253 673
Pilates 9.30am at the KRC, Fallon Road. Contact Davini 0414 994 123
Pilates 5.45pm and 7.30pm at the Koah Hall. Contact Jaide 0488 229 700
Yoga 5.30 pm Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen 0419 726 955
Craft and Social Morning at QCWA Hall 9.00am. Contact Carol 4093 7187
Mah Jong  at Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre 1.00 to 4.00pm. All welcome
Yoga for kids. Limited places. Please phone 4093 8283
Kuranda Men’s Shed every Saturday  1.00–4.00pm
Second Wednesday
Financial and Gambling Counselling by Salvation Army. Appts 4093 8933
QCWA meeting 9.30 am at QCWA Hall Ph: President 4093 7187, Treasurer 4093 7393
Every Thursday
Pilates 9.00am and 5.45pm at the KRC, Fallon Road. Contact Davini 0414 994 123
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall Ph 0437 438 196
Capoeira Training and Roda. 7:00 pm-8:30 pm. Phone Ole 0468 408 963
Kuranda Rangers Soccer:  training 4.30-5.30pm Linda 0437 255 229
General Yoga Class at Koah Hall 5.30pm. Ph Tanya 0428 590 203.
Yoga at the Kuranda Amphitheatre 9.00-11.00am
Second Thursday Ambulance 7.30pm Ambulance  Centre, Fallon Road
Every Friday
Pre-Natal Yoga at Koah Hall 9.30am. Ph Beth 0476 276 876
Mums & Bubs Yoga at Koah Hall 11.00am. Ph Beth 0476 276 876
Fourth Friday
Rotary Club of Cairns Trinity: 11.45 for 12.00 noon, Cairns Sheridan Hotel, 
contact Secretary 0402 253 673

CONTRIBUTORS: PLEASE CHECK DETAILS AND ADVISE CHANGES

Community Calendar

@

@

@

@

MONDAY 10am & THURSDAYS 12.30pm 
CIRCUS LOVE! – ADULT FUN & FITNESS

Get into some exercise using circus disciplines, aerial trapeze 
and silk, handstands splits training and more, you are welcome 

to bring your little ones, so you can come. Do something for 
you!  By booking only: Contact Sophie mobile 0409333404 or 

info@dreamstateentertainment.com.au
www.dreamstatecircus.com

EVERY MONDAY: During Term Time
Dream Big! Circus Workshops

brought to you by Dream State Circus
Tiny Tots 1 (age up to 5) 3pm-3.45pm Tiny Tots 2 (age 5 to 7) 

3.45pm to 4.30pm Limited places, Contact Sophie 
Please email Sophie or see our website

www.dreamstatecircus.com
EVERY TUESDAY: During Term Time

Dream Big! Circus Workshops
 brought to you by Dream State Circus

Family Circus All ages welcome 3.45pm till 5
Aerial Kids Trapeze (age 8+)  5pm – 6.15pm

Circus Ninja’s Boys Club (age 8+) 5pm – 6.15pm – Taught by 
Jacob McGrath!

Under 8s FOR ALL CLASSES must be accompanied by an adult
Contact Sophie as above.

EVERY THURSDAY: 5.30 to 7pm
YOGA with Tanya Veld (or special guest teacher)
EVERY 2nd THURSDAY: 4th and 18th OCT 2018

Mankind Project MENS GROUP: Open to all Men. 7.00pm 
Contact Simon 0459 755 553

KOAH MARKETS:
 SAT 6th OCTOBER 8 am till 12pm. There will of course be 

an eclectic mix of market stalls including a BBQ and the new 
awesome #wastenotwantnot fruit and veggie stall. 

For expressions of interest for market stalls contact Nicky on 
0488 961 660 . Submissions due by Thursday 20th.

SOCIAL SESSION: Friday 26th OCTOBER from 5pm. 
Regular mid-month social get-together. Free to attend.

DANCE YOUR SOUL: 27th OCTOBER 6pm–9pm. Dance 
off the week then spiral deeper. Reconnect with the alive and 

dynamic soul which resides within you. Dance your dance. 
Contact Davini for information 0414 994 123

FRIENDS OF THE FARMERS: 28th OCTOBER  
Regenerative agriculture convergence.

FESTIVAL OF SMALL HALLS: 5th DECEMBER 4pm Koah 
Hall is hosting the Festival of Small Halls in conjunction with 
Woodford again this year, and putting a call out for volunteers 

for bar, food preparation, set up,  pack down and more.  
Also looking for interesting handmade stalls for a market vibe to 

add the event.
Contact  koah.hall@gmail.com

What’s On At Koah Hall

Have you checked out the revamped Jumrum Bar in a new location 
downstairs, with pleasant views across the green to the rainforested 
Jumrum Creek, and easy access to our pool tables and Jumrum 
Restaurant upstairs? Thanks to RISE (Job Find) who have worked 
hard to renew and refresh our recreation centre. 
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KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • Ph: 4093 7118

“Professional Care in Your Community”

Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…
Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm

Kowrowa Clinics every other Wednesday am/pm

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery – Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Dr Hal Hancock – Fridays 8.30am–4.30pm

Dr Veerendra Sinha – Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Linda Abenthum, Dr Lars Schneider, Dr Lucy King, Dr Agufana Pepela, Dr Yvonne Doveren

Your Guide to Indigenous Health 
at Kuranda Medical Centre

“Stay well with a Health Check”
Keep healthy and strong with a Health Check. Health Checks are 

for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, 
adults and the elderly.

Kuranda Medical has an experienced Indigenous health worker, 
and Practice Nurses who you can yarn to. They can help in lots of 

ways to improve your health. These checks are free to you.

Also, if you don’t have a Medicare card, come in and see us. 
We can organise one for you.

Please feel free to come in and book an appointment with me.

See you at the Centre soon, Eslyn Wargent

Relaxation and remedial massage 
with Sheree Scott

- gentle pain-relieving techniques
- more than 10 years’ experience
- 45min session $60
- anti-inflammatory Kunzea oil 
- Selected private health fund rebates 

Ph: 4093 9490 or 0421 102 722
22 Williamson Dr, Kuranda (off Masons Rd)

Sheree Scott 
Massage Therapist

Indigestion – a Burning Issue
By Sarah Dobbs

I so clearly remember being pregnant and 
having to prop myself up at night just to get 
some relief! I kept being told to drink milk but 
that just made it worse. Annoyingly, indigestion 
plagued me long after my pregnancies, so this is 
a topic close to my heart – quite literally. There 
are some great tips here that are way better 
than drinking milk and will actually help.
The basic symptoms of indigestion are fairly 
well known: 
•  a burning pain is often felt somewhere 

between the stomach and the throat 
• belching after meals
• nausea 
•  an acidic taste in your mouth or even ‘verps’ – you know, a cross between a vomit and a burp. Nice huh?
•  a persistent sore throat and/or cough may be present as well.
The reasons for indigestion are varied and if this is a regular occurrence for you, get it checked out by a doctor. 
There are plenty of natural options that can be used alongside conventional medicine if necessary.  
Here are my top tips to avoiding indigestion:
•  2 tsp of apple cider vinegar in water before each meal can help our digestion if we have low stomach acid. This 

is often the case as we age, and a number of studies have shown that it is often low stomach acid (rather than 
high) that causes indigestion. Age, stress and infection are among a large number of things that can can lower 
our stomach acid. 

•  Eat smaller meals as a large meal puts stress on the sphincter that holds the food in and if it is already weakened 
– yep, up it comes. 

•  Eat earlier in the evening and allow food time to digest before you lie down. 
•  Avoid heavy, fatty meals as they put stress on your digestive system. 
•   Cut out (or cut right down) wheat, coffee and alcohol as these are all known to aggravate indigestion. Often 

dairy, chocolate and tomatoes make their way onto this list as well. 
I can hear the shrieks of horror already! Relax. Take a breath. It’s likely that you can tolerate small amounts of 
some of these things from time to time. Maybe the toast in the morning is okay but the pasta at night a no go. It’s 
worth cutting these things out for a week or two and then try them one at a time to see what works for you. You 
may find that there are foods I haven’t listed that aggravate and I would suggest you avoid those too. Keep a diary 
for a few days – the culprits will make themselves obvious. 
Please note: A heart attack can cause symptoms that feel like indigestion. Get medical help right away if you have 
shortness of breath, sweating, or pain that spreads along your jaw, neck, or arm. Or even if you’re just not sure. 
References:
Britton, E. and McLaughlin, J. (2013). Ageing and the gut.
https://nutritionreview.org/2018/03/gastric-balance-heartburn-caused-excess-acid/
Smolka, A., & Backert, S. (2012). How Helicobacter pylori infection controls gastric acid secretion. Journal Of 
Gastroenterology, 47(6), 609-618. doi: 10.1007/s00535-012-0592-1
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…from page 10
the spacious lawns surrounding the home”, some from as far away as Atherton and 
Innisfail. The paper reported that: “There were numerous games including knock-
em, clock golf throw-in-the-disc and skittles. During the evening tea was served.” 
The tennis court was officially opened on 11th December 1954 by Cr Cedric Davies, 
Chairman of Mareeba Shire Council (The Cairns Post 9th Dec 1954).

Post war, the Uniting Church used Grevillea as a holiday camp. Then in April 
1978 Mrs Olga Miller established the Kuranda Backpackers Hostel. It was reported 
in the Kuranda Village News (Winter 1981) “She (Mrs Miller) says the purpose of 
the Hostel, is to provide cheap accommodation for travellers who use the Hostel as a 
base from which to explore the Kuranda area.” 

Many visitors passed through this building over the years, with some leaving 
their thoughts (deep or flippant) in the “graffiti room”. 

Unfortunately, the building is no longer permitted to operate in this role as 
commercial accommodation and would need to be brought up to contemporary 
safety standards before it could be licensed again. However, it would also make 
a magnificent stately home. Considering the size and position of the land and the 
still impressive remaining heritage features, including original stain glass windows 
and pressed metal ceilings, the current asking price is incredibly reasonable. And 
buildings of this age and provenance are becoming rarer and rarer, especially in 
Kuranda where so many have been lost. 

The building and land are now on the market. The best hope for the preservation 
of this significant building is for a buyer to emerge who is prepared to do all the work 
required to restore this as a grand old house, preserving as much of the original 
features and character as possible while installing new facilities such as modern 
bathrooms and kitchen. If this can be achieved, then this house will once again take 
its place as one of the great old buildings of Kuranda.

Of greatest concern is the possibility that Council might remove the heritage status 
on the building if it could be demonstrated that the building cannot be restored at a 
reasonable cost (whatever that might be). This would result in the worst outcome of 
all: demolition and another slice of history erased. 

This pressing issue was raised with The Kuranda Paper and we have contacted the 
Mareeba Shire Council for clarification on the heritage status of “Grevillea House”.

MRS MILLER'S HOSTEL, 1986. Sketch by late Ron Edwards OAM,
from his “Kuranda Guidebook”. The Rams Skull Press

MARKET PLEASURES
Despite the work going on at the lower end of Therwine Street, between the 
two markets, all stalls and businesses are operating as usual. There is much to 
discover, or rediscover. Please support these local businesses as they struggle 
through the disruption, which will eventually lead to better facilities, but not for 
another couple of months. In particular, explore the extensive new landscaping 
at the Original Kuranda Rainforest markets, where a number of lovely walking 
tracks, with easy grade and handmade features, invite you to sit just minutes 
away from the hustle and bustle. 
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Although we humans have colonised almost every part of this planet, wiped out many other species and even changed its appearance so much 
that evidence of our activity is visible from space, we still don’t rule the roost. This title belongs to a group of animals we often see as insignificant. 
However, they comprise of 99 percent of all animal life on Earth. This group of course is the invertebrates, many of which we fondly refer to as 
minibeasts.  
The term invertebrate actually means ‘without vertebrae’ – without a backbone, and it is these little creatures which we rely on for the lives we 
live. The roles these animals play are critical in our survival as we know it, but most of them go about their business without being appreciated or 
even noticed by us.
I am often asked by people in regard to an animal, “What is its purpose?” What they usually mean is, “Does it directly benefit me?” Sometimes 
the ‘purpose’ of an animal or the role it plays within an ecosystem doesn’t seem to directly benefit humans. However, this does not mean that it 
is not a critical part of an ecological jigsaw puzzle. Often this species may benefit another species which in turn benefits us. More often than not, 
the ecological interactions are so complex we cannot know for sure what impact each species has until we upset the balance in some way, usually 
with disastrous consequences. Nevertheless, invertebrates are often ignored, and many conservation activities tend to revolve around single large 
vertebrate species which in many cases do not have the same ecological significance – they are just big, cute and cuddly, so we figure they must 
be saved.
Invertebrates perform many critical roles essential for life on Earth to continue the way we are familiar with it. It is not a single species performing 
these roles, but masses of them all doing their bit. Without invertebrate pollinators we wouldn’t have flowering plants, agricultural crops, or the 
forests which we rely on to survive. Millions of small creatures clean up our wastes and work away breaking down all sorts of organic things back 
into the soil. Each day billions of predatory invertebrates feed upon billions of other tiny creatures, but we don’t notice. An entirely different world 
functions in the background while we are caught up with our human problems. 
The importance of these tiny creatures is highlighted very well on the African savannahs – where the uncrowned kings are none other than termites. 
Studies have shown that they are far more significant than lions, elephants and other big-name mammals when it comes to shaping the ecosystem. 
Satellite images show that each mound is the hub of an island of productive life, starting with increased plant growth, and supporting communities 
of animals that radiate out allowing larger and larger animals to exist. Without billions of termites forming the base of these ecosystems, the better 
known African fauna could not function they way they currently do. 
Disastrously, these animals are under siege and disappearing at a rapid rate. Their demise, and potentially our own, lies squarely at our feet. Two 
of the major causes for invertebrate declines throughout the world are habitat destruction and climate change. One significant study has shown a 
45 per cent decline in invertebrate numbers in a 35 year period in the United States. Similar trends seem to be occurring globally. In the same 35 
year period the world’s human population has doubled. Clearly, we are intent on self-destruction. 
Apart from being the fabric that holds our world’s ecosystems together, we are starting to see that these tiny animals offer resources that are 
directly beneficial to us in ways not previously imagined. Sadly, this newly found value for these animals is coming just as they are disappearing 
before our eyes. Robotics designers are being inspired by the way in which these creatures move and are finding that ‘cockroach robots’ are far 
better suited to traverse extra-terrestrial terrain than wheeled vehicles. A great deal of research is also taking place investigating the various 
chemical substances produced by minibeasts. These are proving to have incredible potential within the medical field, with some compounds 
showing great promise as drugs, painkillers and even surgical glues. 
These small animals are important, and whether you like them or not, we all should appreciate the roles they play and acknowledge their importance 
in sustaining life on this planet. 
My new book ‘Minibeasts – True Rulers of our world and the key to our survival’ examines the critical roles these animals play and how they go 
about their fascinating lives. It is filled with photographs of these amazing animals and is available in bookstores or online via Minibeast Wildlife’s 
Bugshop – shop.minibeastwildlife.com.au 

Alan Henderson
Minibeast Wildlife

Earth’s True Rulers

Peptides in scorpion venom are being used to assist surgeons remove 
cancerous brain tumours.

The sheer numbers of ants on Earth put even our bloated population 
figures to shame. Scientists estimate the number of individual ants to be 

somewhere near 10,000,000,000,000,000 – that’s a fair bit of work going on!

The invertebrates make up the vast majority of lifeforms on Earth. The 
number of species and sheer diversity of shapes and forms is simply 

staggering. This is a local lacewing larva.

Alan Henderson’s new book has just been released around the world from October 1st.
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I was born and raised at Boorowa NSW, 300 miles south-west of Sydney. I am the 
second of three boys and one sister. I left school at 15, working in the local grocery 
store. Then, I got a job at the Post Office as a mailman until I turned 18. 

With my Dad’s signature, I applied for the Army and was accepted. On the 20th 
November, 1952, I was sent to Kapooka (Wagga Wagga) for three months basic 
training. From there, I was posted to 1 Supply Depot at Randwick. We were billeted, 
and lived there, but worked out of the Naval Stores at Bunnerong, where we got 
canned goods and tinned milk ready to send to troops serving in Korea and Japan.

After 2 years, I was posted to Kure, Japan, working with the British Army Service 
Corps in Supply. Then 6 months later, I applied for transfer to 252 Supply PI, an 
Australian unit, and it was granted. 

We supplied all the fresh produce to many of the other camps in the area of Kure 
and Hiro and also to the Navy’s HMAS Commonwealth. I was promoted to Cpl 2 star 
and had my own section and 4 staff. Our platoon also looked after the fuel depot. 

We had our own Japanese baseball team at the camp, and sometimes we went to 
other towns on the weekends to watch them play.

By November 1956, we started closing down and handing back to the Japanese 
authorities. I left Kure on the MV Anshun and arrived in Sydney on the 18th 
November, 1956. I had two weeks off, so I went home to see my family, the first time 
in several years. 

I returned to Marrickville and was posted to 19 National Service as an Instructor. 
I did two intakes at Holsworthy, then National Service was abandoned. 

From there I was posted to 1 Coy RAASC as a driver. 
On the 19th November 1958, I took my discharge and got a job driving at the 

Darling Harbour Markets for approximately 10 years, then I moved to Darwin and 
onto Kuranda to be with my family.

27127 Kenneth Comerford 
Royal Australian Army Service Corps (RAASC)

Monika Spahr
Late of Kuranda

Passed away peacefully on 8th September 2018
in Brisbane, aged 66 years.

Missed by all who knew her

Kuranda Sprouts Seedsavers is a group of local home-
gardeners, who meet every two months at a different home or farm to sort our 
excess seeds into our local seed-bank.

The meetings go from 10.00am to 4.00pm, with sorting our organically-
grown, non-hybrid, non-gmo, heritage-value seeds while we yarn about our 
gardens and life, usually taking us up to lunch-time, when we enjoy a delicious 
seedsavers share-meal.

We have a talk after lunch, and then go for a walk in the garden with our 
host/s. Our next meeting, on 7th October, is at the Original Rainforest 
Market gardens, with our host, one of our local treasures of awesome-garden-
landscape-creating, Rene Rusch. Everybody is welcome!

For more information, please contact seedsavers@kurandaregion.org or see 
us at the Koah Markets on the 6th of October, where we have seeds and cuttings 
to give away!!

Photos below of Kuranda Original Markets Garden by Kuranda TV.



21THE KURANDA PAPER October 2018

Golden Sands
PAINTING SERVICE

Free Quote Best Quote
Over 30 years experience

MALCOLM

0418 162 635 • 4093 8761
Lic. No. 67022

A Grinter's Tale

There’s something very relaxing about sitting staring 
at a blank screen, until you realise you’re well past 
deadline and you have writer’s block. 

Sometimes it just takes the typing of three words, 
such as “Wake Up, Blondie” to bring on the verbal 
diarrhoea, and off you go, talking the same claptrap you 
normally verbalise, but there’s no one there to shut you 
up, and there you have it, that is the utter joy of writing.

That’s the life of a journalist, well, I should say a 
journalist writing a regular column. Sometimes the 
inspiration comes to you in a flash; something someone 
said, something someone did, something I did, or 
something no one did but you wish they would or 
something lots of people do and you wish they wouldn’t. 

And then I think I deserve a prize for writing a weekly 
three page article in the weekend colour magazine of 
the English national newspaper in Abu Dhabi, the Gulf 
News. It was just one of my regular columns, but it 
was the most challenging. Over several years, I wrote 
over 300 such articles on the subject of gardening in 
the desert. Believe it or not, my very last one was about 
cacti and succulents. 

There’s all manner of possibilities. You see how easy 
it is? I love it. The pen is mightier than the sword and 
all that. That’s just as well really, as I’m not sure about 
me and a sword; I’m safer (sometimes) with a keyboard, 
but, so saying, I have just purchased a bow and arrows 
for horse archery. Next month I will post my practice 
times, so you can choose not to walk past my place. 

Having been attacked by a feral cat in my paddock 
very recently — and I mean pursued and leapt upon 
with four deep puncture wounds in my leg as testament 
to the unprecedented assault — walking past my place 
might be questionable anyway. Vampire cat could still 
be around, and make no mistake, it is in disguise. It 
looks like a cute little grey cat, but it’s a vampire in cat 
clothing. Two trips to A & E at Mareeba Hospital, and a 
course of antibiotics, and it’s still going to be a long time 
before my leg will be revealed to the world. 

I’m the Master, or should I say Mistress of ridiculous 
accidents. As a skydiver for a few years in the Hunter 
Valley, I did stupid things (what’s changed?) in the 
bad old days of huge round parachutes and boots so 
huge, it was hard to get your feet out from under you 
when it was your time to abandon the ‘perfectly good 
aeroplane’. No one ever let you use that as an excuse 
though, unfortunately. 

In fact, getting out was far preferable to sticking in 
the little Cessna with bad David, who had usually spent 
the evening with us at the Maitland Aero Club drinking 
everyone else under the table. He fancied himself as an 

aerobatic maestro, and would often fly almost at ground 
level over the drop zone (DZ), causing all the wicked 
boys doing ‘mooneys’ to fall flat on their Cheshire cat 
faces, shiny white bums to the sky. Those were wild 
times.

On windy mornings, the girls would rendezvous 
on the DZ and the jumpers among us would cast wet 
forefingers to the skies whereupon the decision would 
be made — to jump or to go to the wineries. It was the 
Hunter Valley after all. 

One day, as a novice free faller, I landed on the long 
drop dunny roof, which was pretty good really, as it 
was an accurate drop onto the middle of the drop zone, 
which given the characteristics of the old Army ‘chutes, 

was considered pretty schmicko. 
As my life flashed before me, I saw I was going 

to die falling off the roof, rather than out of the sky. 
That would not only have been a slower demise, but it 
would have been so humiliating, watching from above 
as everyone at my funeral discussed the irony of it all, 
dropping off the long drop when I had just descended 
without incident from 4000 feet. But as luck would 
have it, the dunny had been redug the week before, the 
shed shifted to its new spot adjacent to the old one, the 
old hole filled in, and of course, I landed on the fill. It 
was soft, but it was forgettable, and even after a camp 
shower, I was sent to the other side of the hangar for the 
evening social. 

There was another occasion when I just couldn’t 

get down to the ground. That was freaky. Caught on a 
convection current, I felt like an astronaut free orbiting 
around the earth with no power to return to earth, like 
Major Tom. Ground control waved a few times, pointing 
to bottles in hand, and beckoning for me to come home, 
before returning to their boy camaraderie. It was late 
afternoon, and beers were more important than floating 
sheilas. 

Then I started to come down, finally, after steering 
away from the drop zone. The Hunter River wound 
lazily under my feet, and power lines were all around. 
I wanted my mummy, though had I told her I was into 
freefall on the other side of the world, she would have 
cried out, aghast, “Jaysus, Mary, Mudder of God” in her 
quaint Irish way, and cut me out of prayers for a week. 
It was Sunday, and she probably preferred to think I 
was at mass. At that moment, I wished I was. 

The ground was looming fast, and so busy avoiding 
power lines and the cold, swiftly flowing waters of the 
Hunter River, I didn’t spot the barbed wire fence, and 
at the last minute I turned and managed to land right 
next to it, rolling away from it as luck would have it. It 
certainly wasn’t skill. 

I stood up a bit the worse for wear, and somewhere 
on the horizon, seemingly miles away, a little flailing pin 
man waved what was probably a beer. After releasing my 
cape well on one side to avoid the parachute dragging 
me away (I had been dragged a hundred yards or more 
through a ploughed paddock at high speed on an earlier 
occasion, missing a dam only because another barbed 
wire fence was in the way), I turned and raised one 
hand to acknowledge I was alive, in line with protocol. 
I was a real life Bridget Jones, but I hadn’t hit the big 
screen yet.

So to further that story. Once my heart had stopped 
beating faster than terminal velocity (which belly to 
earth in freefall is about 200kmh and in head down 
freefall about 240-290kmh), I turned around to see 
the farmer standing there clutching an altimeter. He 
had found it in his paddock a few weeks before, and he 
offered it to me enthusiastically as if it were a packet of 
Bandaids, or maybe as a sort of consolation gesture, or a 
reward for survival (which is what our farmers deserve 
right now). I wasn’t sure about consolation right at that 
particular moment; that could only come from a stiff 
drink. 

After half an hour of one sided conversation, he said, 
“You’d better go, dear, or your friends will be worrying 
about you”. I cringed, as there was a distinct lack of 
caring emanating from the drop zone. 

I hadn’t got a word in edgewise to tell him that in 
fact, I couldn’t move. The ‘chute lines were twisted along 
the barbed wire fence in either direction and all around 
the posts. It was a knitter’s nightmare, and I was always 
a knitter who put the whole box and dice in a drawer 
with the first tangle or dropped stitch. I’ve never been 
the world’s most patient person. I couldn’t move either 
way to untie myself from the posts to get off on bail. I 
desperately wanted a beer, and I don’t particularly like 
beer. 

I called the retreating farmer back with a bit of a 
whimper in my voice, asking him if he could please 
untie me. Freed at last, I dragged the parachute all the 
way back to the drop zone — a good 20-25 minute walk. 
The boys copped it that night.

So you see, anyone can write. You just start tapping 
keys, and any manner of stories just pop out of the 
woodwork and your life, and now I’ve run out of steam 
and space and I was going to tell you about all these 
other ridiculous accidents I’ve had that cause people to 
say, “Are you serious?” I mean, who gets leapt upon by a 
vicious cat in their own back yard? Or breaks their back 
in their own fish pond full of man eating fish? Or has 
a gum tree fall on the car they borrow from their best 
friend the day they take possession? And an Australian 
gum tree in an Arab country, no less.

A few years ago, a neighbour of mine stood on the 
road talking to a friend. I went out to join him in time to 
hear him say, “Pete, don’t ever stand on Suzy’s driveway 
at night. It’s likely you’ll be hit by a meteor.”

Maybe that’s a story for another time. 

On Vampire Cats and Freefalling
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George
0407 657 848

Your local bloke!

September is almost over and Christmas is just 
around the corner.
MELBOURNE CUP is just around the corner as 
well and we will be putting on lunch again this 
year. So please mark your calendar on Tuesday 
6th November. Keep a look out for posters and 
more information in the next Kuranda Paper.
Thank you Kuranda Men’s Shed for fixing 
(remaking) one of our benches for the back 
of the CWA hall and the handy pigeon-hole 
storage box. Both are in use already. Thanks 
to Daryl and son for delivering. Best wishes 
for the continuing growth and success of your 
much needed organisation and service in the 
Kuranda community.
Our CWA commitments were met this month 
when we hosted a Division Handcraft meeting 
with 12 ladies from around the Division 
converging on Kuranda to discuss matters 
relating to handcraft. A very fruitful meeting 
was had. 
And remember…if we were not meant to have 
midnight snacks, why is there a light in the 
fridge?

Tales From The Crypt
G’day folks. It was yet another eventful month here at the Kuranda Men’s 
Shed. We officially finished off our first two projects for the CWA Kuranda 
branch, which was a set of pigeon holes and a refurbished park bench. To 
make the occasion extra special, we also had a visit from the Australian 
Men’s Shed Association’s volunteer and events coordinator, Marty Leist. 
Marty was in the Far North doing a whirlwind tour of the various Men’s 
Sheds around the region. He wasn’t able to get to us on our regular days, 
so instead we opened on a Thursday, holding a small ceremony. Marty was 
only too happy to do a hand-over and photoshoot with Sarah McPherson 
of the CWA.

Following on from that, our members are hard at work on other projects 
such as creation of more planters for sale, refurbishing old bikes and 
scooters, and more. 

That’s all for this month. We’ll see you next month with more news!

Shed
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Kuranda Horse 
and Pony Club

Darryl Miles Carpentry
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE PRODUCING

HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT

 Extensions
 Renovations
 Decks, Balustrades, Handrails
 Pergolas/Patios
 Shop/Office Fit-outs
 Timber Facias
 Fencing
 Property Maintenance

Servicing Kuranda, the Tablelands
and all Cairns areas

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

0487 915 849
4093 8335

darrylmilescarpentry@gmail.com
QBCC 15017867

Horse study is the best type of study.

These are our riders at our Annual gymkhana, looking a picture. Our Club came 
third in the March Past. All riders have been busy attending events and competitions 
through the month, while other Club members have been busy working on the new 
building additions to the Club which are coming along very well.
We are planning rally days over the school holiday. Please keep an eye on Facebook 
to check for dates.
Have a good ride till next time
Club President and Instructor,
Fionna Lane
Call if you need 4093 0986
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Nick’s Pool
Service

Your local pool 
man in Kuranda

For all your pool and spa needs
• CLEANING
• SERVICING

• REPAIRS
• MAINTENANCE

• POOL EQUIPMENT SALES
• CHEMICAL SALES

• ADVICE

Call Nick and Susan on

0414 644 230/4093 8124
allspaandpool@gmail.com

The Art of Self 
Defence

•  Internationally Certified 
Instructor (ITF)

•  Non-contact training 
policy

•  Traditional Taekwon-Do
•  Practical self-defence 

training
•  Family discounts available
•  First lesson FREE

CWA HALL KURANDA
Tuesday & Thursday 6.30pm-8.00pm

Enquiries to Marcelle Dieben 0437 438 196
http://queenslandtaekwondo.com.aus/

http://www.facebook.com/itfnq/

Queensland 
Taekwon-Do 

Academy
STRENGTH • COURAGE • CONFIDENCE • RESPECT

Curious about Curiosity Cabinets
“Curiosus, cupidus, studiosus” is the definition of curiosity in Trevoux’s 
dictionary, published in 1771:  attention, desire, passion of knowledge.

Recently I was reading a book about inspiring books and came across the mention 
of Mr. Wilson’s Cabinet of Wonder: Pronged Ants, Horned Humans, Mice on 
Toast, and Other Marvels of Jurassic Technology by Lawrence Weschler, which is 
primarily about the Museum of Jurassic Technology but, more broadly, the history 
and role of museums. This lead me on the fascinating trail of Curiosity Cabinets or 
Wonder-rooms, Wunderkammern, or Kunstkammern. 
So, what are they? According to the macroevolution web-site, a cabinet of curiosities 
was, “an extensive collection of objects considered surprising for their novelty or of 
interest in some other way. It was a cabinet in the old sense of the term, that is, a 
room with restricted access. Only the wealthy possessed such collections, given that 
they were so expensive to assemble, hence the restrictions.” 
As time went on curiosity cabinets became accessible to the middle class and were 
first popular during the Northern Renaissance, reaching its apex in the Victorian 
era. No longer did amateur and professional scientists only keep their most prized 
specimens hidden away, but  now society-folk proudly displayed their flashiest and 
rarest finds for all to see.
Objects on display came under the modern headings of natural history (sometimes 
faked), geology, ethnography, archaeology, religious or historical relics, works of art 
(including cabinet paintings), and antiquities. So, a Wunderkammern could include 
preserved organisms, mythical skeletons, fossils, feathers, beads, coral, exotic shells, 
coins, unusual locks, religious items, pressed botanical plants, and foreign culture 
items such as fans, weapons, costumes and inventions. 

 

Andrea Domenico Remps (1620-1699), Lo Scarabattolo (armadio delle cianfrusaglie), 
seconda metà XVII sec.

In 1587 Gabriel Kaltemarckt advised Christian I of Saxony that three types of item 
were indispensable in forming a "Kunstkammer" or art collection: firstly, sculptures 
and paintings; secondly "curious items from home or abroad"; and thirdly "antlers, 
horns, claws, feathers and other things belonging to strange and curious animals".
Cabinets of curiosities (curio cabinets), would often serve scientific advancement 
when images of their contents were published. For example upon viewing the Seba 
collection, Linnaeus began to develop his new system of classification - and many 
of them became the precursor to our modern museums. Albertus Seba’s cabinet of 
curiosities formed the original core of the Kunstkammer, the first Russian public 
museum. 
 

Fold-out engraving from Ferrante Imperato's Dell'Historia Naturale (Naples 1599),
the earliest illustration of a natural history cabinet

Likewise, in 1677 the foundations of what we know today as the Ashmolean Museum 
of Art and Archaeology was formed when antiquarian, politician and alchemist Elias 
Ashmole (1617-1692), gifted his collection of curiosities, antiquities and books to the 
University of Oxford.
“Two of the most famously described seventeenth-century cabinets were those of 
Ole Worm, known as Olaus Wormius (1588–1654), and Athanasius Kircher (1602–
1680). These seventeenth-century cabinets were filled with preserved animals, 
horns, tusks, skeletons, minerals, as well as other interesting man-made objects: 
sculptures wondrously old, wondrously fine or wondrously small; clockwork 
automata; ethnographic specimens from exotic locations. Often, they would contain 
a mix of fact and fiction, including apparently mythical creatures.” (Wikipedia)

As for me I’m inspired to make my own cabinet of curiosities. I, like many of you, have 
already a collection of beautiful and interesting objects. It will blend naturalia and 
artificialia, art and science, reason and belief, the fantastical and the common. The 
juxtaposition of such disparate objects makes a dynamic view of our extraordinary 
world and invites curiosity and wonder. 

     May you walk in Beauty, Rachael

As a fascinating aside 
Ole Worm had a pet 
bird, a great auk, which 
is now extinct. His 
illustration of it is the 
only known one of a live 
member of the species.

There are many more fascinating 
stories of collectors and their 
collections to be told but that I will 
leave to your curiosity. Try http://
mentalfloss.com/article/55324/11-
w o n d e r f u l - w u n d e r k a m m e r - o r -
curiosity-cabinets for starters.
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LOCAL KURANDA 
PLUMBER & GASFITTER

Servicing all areas of
• Kuranda • Speewah • Koah • Mareeba

FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES
Joe Gundrum: 0438 587 753 

Vicki’s 
Alterations 

and 
New Creations
Over 30 years’ experience

No Project too big 
or too small.

Reasonable
rates.

Phone
0400 791 345  or  4093 8976

Hidden Words
B O O K S H O P

NOW
OPEN

Books for the thoughtful reader
Bottom of Therwine Street, Kuranda

The Bookshop is selling new and used books on:
HISTORY • BIOGRAPHY • SCIENCE • PSYCHOLOGY • POLITICS • RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY • PHILOSOPHY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS • HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE • ARTS & CRAFTS • ANCIENT & MODERN CLASSICS
• NORTH QUEENSLAND AUTHORS • SELF-HELP • GIFT BOOKS

All welcome Wednesday to Sunday, from 10.00am to 4.00pm  Closed Monday & Tuesday 
May be open at other times

PO Box 1010 Kuranda Qld 4881 • Tel: 0419 632 286
nicholsonmandalay@msn.com • http://grahamsbahaiblog.blogspot.com

STRAWBERRIES
tricks for treats

Best Strawberry Jam
via completelydelicious.com
Makes 6 cups.
Ingredients: 900 grams strawberries, hulled 
and sliced, ¼ cup (60 ml) lemon juice (bottled 
or fresh), 2 cups (400 grams) granulated 
sugar, 2-3 teaspoons balsamic vinegar, just 
enough to balance sweetness, 1 vanilla bean, 
split lengthwise or 1 tablespoon vanilla extract.
Method: Combine all ingredients in a large 
saucepan. Bring the mixture to a boil over 
medium high heat, stirring frequently. Reduce 
heat and simmer, stirring occasionally. 
Periodically skim foam off the top. After 
60-90 minutes, jam should be thick and drop 
from a spoon in thick drips. Remove vanilla 
bean pod if you added one, and spoon into 
desired storage container(s). To store in 
fridge: store in an airtight container for up to 
one month. To store in the freezer: store in 
a sturdy airtight container for up to several 
months. Canned jam will store for up to one year at room temperature. Other interesting additions to 
try when making strawberry jams are black pepper, cardamom or fresh basil.

Strawberry Chia Pudding
(vegan, dairy, gluten and sugar free)
via veggiessavetheday.com
Makes one generous serve for breakfast, dessert or 
snack.
Ingredients: 2 Medjool dates, half a cup of 
fresh strawberries (save a couple to chop later for 
serving, the rest rinsed, topped and chopped), half 
a cup unsweetened non-dairy milk, 3 tablespoons 
chia seeds.
Method: Blend dates, milk and strawberries (save 
a few for garnish) until smooth. In a medium bowl 
add liquid to chia seeds and stir well, on and off, 
over about 15 minutes. Refrigerate for at least one 
hour or overnight. Add fresh chopped berries just 
before serving.

Strawberries for me have always had happy 
associations. My birthday as a child coincided with both the 
start of school holidays and the strawberry season. And was 
marked each year by my mother’s exquisite triple sponge 
birthday cake with layers of fresh cream and slices of beautiful 
fresh strawberries.
It is really disappointing that for some these perfect parcels 
of natural deliciousness might now be associated with alarm 
or worse. Even more worrying is the very real threat to 
the livelihoods of strawberry farmers, many already under 
financial pressure following low prices resulting from a glut in 
production this year. 
While this spate of food tampering is of course a reason to be 
cautious, it is obvious that it represents a very unlikely threat to 
customers in general, and especially those who buy more or less 
directly from farmers. SO. PLEASE. SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
FARMERS. Not just now but in every purchase throughout the 
year. When fruit is in season and cheap consider buying a little 
extra and celebrating times of abundance – and keep farmers 
farming. Most fruit and vegetables can be frozen, dehydrated or 
preserved for less abundant times.
Strawberries are an incredibly versatile fruit and an extra 
punnet or two certainly won’t go to waste. Just fresh by 
themselves they are a treat: rinse, cut off tops and slice. Add your 
favourite accompaniment: cream, ice cream, yoghurt, coconut 
cream.  Have them for breakfast with your favourite cereal. 
Team them with other fresh fruit and they lift everything up to 
another level. Then there are jams, chutneys. Syrups to pour 
over desserts or add to cocktails/mocktails. There are some 
very interesting strawberry salad recipes online and of course 
so many tempting baking ideas. Easiest of all is the addition to 
juices, smoothies, sorbets and ice creams. Why not buy a few 
punnets while cheap and rinse, trim and quarter and freeze 
for summer treats. If you place the pieces on trays or baking 
paper and freeze individually before packing into freezer bags 
or containers you can easily avoid the frozen brick dilemma and 
add as many or few as you choose when required.
And these school holidays why not create some sweet memories 
by visiting one of the pick-your-own strawberry farms on the 
Tablelands or buy direct from the farm gate, ensuring both 
maximum freshness and return to the growers.
    Enjoy, Queenobeans
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K.N.C. Operated by 
KURANDA INFORMATION

& SUPPORT CENTRE 
ASSOC. INC. 

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 
PO BOX 170 KURANDA Qld 4881  
Ph: 4093 8933 Fax: 4093 8607

Email: knc@qld.chariot.net.au
ABN 62 198 192 130

Get Online Week:
KNC will be celebrating Get Online Week with a BBQ and online activities and sessions on October 17th. There 
will be group sessions on how to use a tablet or iPad, accessing modules on the Be Connected website, registering 
for a Be Connected account, how to open an email account, cyber safety and booking flights.

Please come along to join us and if you are interested in a particular session, please book ahead into a session!
Kuranda Family Day:
The next Kuranda Family Day in the park will be on Tuesday October 2nd. This is an opportunity for families 
to connect and have fun as well as find out about some of the services and programs available in and to Kuranda. 
This is a totally free community event, and everyone is welcome.

If you wish to showcase your program or services and deliver an activity on the day or contribute in any way, 
please let the Interagency Network know via coordinator@kurandanc.org.au. 
KNC AGM:
KNC will be holding the Annual General Meeting on November 5th 2018 (see separate notice on page 2). 
Community members are welcome and RSVP for attendance will be on Monday the 29th  October. If you wish to 
become a member of the KNC, please contact the Centre for a membership form. Membership is $4.40 per year.
KNC Food Program and Pantry:
KNC is still requesting donations of nonperishable food items for our food program and for distribution through 
a ‘community food pantry’.

This is for those individuals and families in Kuranda 
who don’t have enough food. KNC is also partnering 
with OZ Harvest http://www.ozharvest.org/news-
location/cairns/ to distribute food to those in need 
in the District and so there will be fresh produce for 
people to take when available from the Centre.

This will usually be on the table in reception or 
labelled items in the fridge in the kitchen. 
Furniture Exchange:
We want to thank all those who have thought of our 
program and donated much needed items. There is 
an ongoing need in the community for double, single 
and queen mattresses and frames/bases, lounges, 
coffee and dining tables, chairs, dressing tables and 
cupboards.

Any items in good, working condition can be picked 
up on a Wednesday morning or they can be dropped 
to the Centre. Please note we are unable to take full 
size fridges due to the risk of injury to volunteers who 
assist with this program.

We can accept smaller bar fridges, and these are 
much appreciated.

Please contact Tricia or Margaret on 4093 8933 – 
Thanks!

— The Neighbourhood Centre Team

Performances on the indoor & outdoor stages from some 
of our talented Students, Parents, Teachers and Friends –

Cairns String Orchestra
The Honeys
Minstrels of Mirth and the 
Bearded Bards
Candlenut Bush Band

Performances by Community groups/acts welcome.
For enquiries contact alan@chss.qld.edu.au

Bring a picnic rug; enjoy a snack or drink as you browse the 
market with hand-made or ethically produced arts/crafts.  

Food, drinks and Barista Coffee are available!!
For stall enquiries please contact michelle@chss.qld.edu.au

Community Arts Day and
Afternoon Market

Saturday 20th October 2018
from 2.30pm 

We are now here in the 
Season of Djugalawurrdji,
 summer coming on, with

 djugalawurr (whirlwinds)

Dugu ngabi gada-gada-maying
guyurru-la burraya

Plenty of leaves drying out
 and dancing in the wind…

Michael Quinn
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October 28th–31st
At the introductory day of this year’s ‘Friends of the Farmers’ event—which will 
be held at Koah hall on the 28th—our special guest is Andre Leu, Andre Leu is the 
Author of ‘Poisoning our Children’ and the ‘Myths of Safe Pesticides.’

He is the International Director of Regeneration 
International. It is an organisation that promotes food, 
farming and land use systems that regenerate and stabilise 
climate systems, the health of the planet and people, 
communities, culture and local economies, democracy and 
peace.

Regeneration International works with numerous 
agricultural systems such as agroecology, organic, 
permaculture, ecological agriculture, holistic grazing, 
biological agriculture, organic agriculture and agroforestry.

He was the longest serving President of IFOAM – (the 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements 
– also known as Organics International, the world change 
agent and umbrella body for the organic sector. 

Under Andre’s leadership, IFOAM Organics International 
grew to around 850 member organisations in 127 countries. 
He is currently an IFOAM Ambassador.

André has over 45 years of experience in all areas of 
agriculture from growing, pest control, weed management, marketing, post-
harvest, transport, grower organisations, developing new crops and education in 
many countries on every arable continent.

His specialty is in all the forms of regenerative agriculture, including organic, 
agroecology, permaculture, biological farming and conservation agriculture. He 
has an extensive knowledge of farming and environmental systems in more than 
100 countries across Asia, Europe, North America, South America and Africa 
from over 45 years of working and visiting these countries.

André has been actively involved in developing new crops/products and the 
markets for these crops.

He has a long history of problem solving to innovate new methods of 
production, promotion and overcoming market barriers.

He lectures and teaches at universities, institutions and workshops around 
the world. He speaks at numerous conferences, seminars, workshops as well as 
United Nations events on every continent. He meets with governments, United 
Nations bodies, industry, farmers, consumers and NGOs on the multi-functional 

benefits of regenerative agriculture and on the science of 
increasing soil organic matter to both mitigate and adapt 
to climate change.

He has published extensively in magazines, newspapers, 
journals, conference proceedings, newsletters, websites and 
other media, as well as doing numerous media interviews 
for TV, Radio and online systems.

Andre has also worked as a professional musician for 
many years, performing, recording in bands and working 
in film and video production.

Along with all of this, Andre and his wife Julia have 
an organic farm in Daintree, flourishing since 1991, 
specialising in rare tropical fruits and including wholistic 
management systems such as natural windbreaks filtering 
out sprays from neighbouring cane-farms, siltration dams 
to avoid soil runoff onto the Great Barrier Reef, and much 
more.

Andre is a man who walks his talk, and an inspiring and 
engaging speaker, and it is wonderful he is in Koah for the Convergence. 

Andre will give a keynote presentation, ‘Why Regenerative Agriculture?’ — 
(adapting to the disruption of climate change, building resilient high-yeilding 
systems, and the benefits of farmer-bred seeds and varieties...) and then be joined 
by some of the other presenters from the following three days of workshops, held 
at Brandemartes farm and “Petals in Syntropy’ farm at Toga, in a talking circle 
discussing ‘Regenerative Activation in FNQ’.

The Introductory Day is also the Inaugural FNQ Seed Festival, celebrating our 
precious heritage, the Seed.

For information on the previous Friends of the Farmers event, please visit the 
playlist on Kuranda tv youtube channel, or visit the website, for more information 
on the event, please email friendsofthefarmers@kurandaregion.org.

Friends of the Farmers Regenerative Agriculture Convergence



28 October 2018 THE KURANDA PAPER

As it dries off around our Shire, I would just like to 
remind everyone to be fire aware. I own a 300-acre 
property which has recently been threatened by a 
wildfire. As I write this for the paper I have been control 
burning on and around my property for four days and 
will head again tonight to see where the fire is now to 
protect the feed I have for our stock. 

I am part of the Hodzic Road Rural Fire Brigade 
and have the greatest amount of respect for my fellow 
members and other members from other brigades who 
always turn up to assist in these high-risk situations. 

Around the Kuranda area, there are some very 
active brigades; Speewah, Koah, Davies Creek and 
Kuranda/Myola Rural Brigade which look after some 
very big expanses of rural, rural residential and state-
controlled land very similar to Hodzic. 

There are some things to remember around 
this time of the year; be aware of your local current 
fire alert status, ensure that you have a good clean 
firebreak around your rural properties. AND it is most 

important of all that we always remember that all the 
Rural Fire Brigade members out fighting fires this fire 
season are people in our community volunteering to 
assist in protecting their backyard and yours.

Stay safe!
Lenore

KURANDA INFRASTRUCTURE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE (KIAC)

Expressions of Interest for
Advisory Committee

Members                                                         
In line with Council’s Terms of Reference for the 
Kuranda Infrastructure Advisory Committee 
Council is calling for expressions of interest for 
two (2) vacant positions as per below.
The committee is a skills-based committee and 
members must be committed to the sustainable 
development of infrastructure for tourists and 
the community in Kuranda.

Vacant positions
• 1 member with Tourism Skills
• 1 member with Traditional Owner Skills
To nominate please refer to the Handbook 
for Advisory Committees and download the 
nomination form from the Council website: 
www.msc.qld.gov.au
Nominations must be received by Council 
before 5.00pm Friday 16 November 2018.
Should you have any questions please contact: 
Jennifer McCarthy, Director Corporate and 
Community Services, 07 4086 4672

update
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We now 
do Safety 

Certificates 
for all types 
of vehicles 
including 

motorcycles

Manic Mechanic FNQ
Locally owned and operated by

Peter McWaters

• Mechanic for 40 years
• Marine Engineer 15 years
• Professional friendly service
• Free Pick up and returns

0438 928 482
36 Kelly Road, Speewah 4881

Email: manicmechanicfnq@gmail.com
Facebook: manic mechanic fnq

Hours: 8.00am–5.00pm Monday to Friday
8.00am–12.00 Saturday

Servicing and repairing
• RIDE ON MOWERS • MOWERS

• BRUSH CUTTERS • CHAIN SAWS
• GENERATORS

• ALL SMALL ENGINES
• MOTORBIKES

• TRAILERS • HORSE FLOATS

 Crawford’sCorner
Craig Crawford

MEMBER FOR BARRON RIVER

Barron River 20K Grant
It is with great pleasure that I have been able to dedicate $20,000 towards local not for profit 
organisations and sporting clubs this financial year. 

Round One closed in August and $10,000 has been granted in amounts of up to $500 to 27 
organisations in the Barron River Electorate. 

Seven of those organisations are within the Kuranda area and are receiving money to buy much 
needed resources:
• Koah Hall – cooking pots for catering
• Kuranda Men’s Shed – a first aid kit and safety equipment
• Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre – pantry supplies
•  Kuranda Recreation Centre – garden edging for its upcycled children’s playground
• Ngoonbi Sports and Recreation – contribution to the sports program
•  Ngoonbi Bibi Yungan Great Start to Great Learning Program – Reading books
• Sri Krishna Mandir Food for Life Program – food containers for food donations

Congratulations to these recipients who work so hard and do so much for the Kuranda community. 
I will endeavour to visit each of these organisations to get to know them better.

Round Two will open in January 2019. The best way to stay informed of these opportunities is to 
follow me on Facebook: Craig Crawford – Labor for Barron River.

Kuranda Ambulance Station
I am proud to announce that Kuranda Ambulance Station will have two new full-time Indigenous 
cadets, as well as an increase in its Advanced Care Paramedic positions. 

This means an improvement in response times and will result in improved officer safety through 
the removal of single officer response situations.

I am working with Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and Minister for Health and Minister for 
Ambulance Services Steven Miles to ensure communities in my area are better serviced.

Electorate Office:
Stanton Place, Captain Cook Highway, Smithfield Q 4878

PO Box 1014 Smithfield Q 4878 • PH: 07 4038 2800 • FAX: 07 4038 2801
barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au • www.craigcrawford.com.au
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ABN 26435200830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
  all types of electrical and marine equipment

Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps and 
hot water systems 

No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au

Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Local  *   Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658

BUMBLEBEE
MOTORS

Bumblebee Motors
Bee Surprised At The Level Of Service

Available To You

Competitive Pricing On All Mechanical ServicesTyres At A Price You Can AffordWheel AlignmentsServicing Of All Makes And ModelsAdvice You Can Be Assured OfKey Cutting Service
LPG Gas Bottle Refills

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

We Stock & Sell Batteries For:
   Automotive – All Makes, 

All Models Motor Cycles
  Generators
  Deep Cycle
  Solar
  Dual Battery Systems

Now open over 
Christmas (excluding 

public holidays

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The KCons community nursery is nearly always open 
at 1 Pademelon Lane (cnr Fallon Rd and Kennedy Hwy). 
Potting mix:  we have a decent pile of our famous potting mix @ $5 
per bag.  Please bring your own container if possible. 
You don’t need to be told how dry it’s been but the nursery plants are 
in good condition with regular watering.  OK to plant now if you can 
keep them watered. 

** Box trailers for hire:  4093 8834 ** 
Two sturdy trailers ready to go 

 

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881   Phone:  4093 8834 
Email:  kurandaconservation@hotmail.com  Website:  www.kurandaconservation.org 

 

IF YOU SEE A CASSOWARY  
in the Kuranda region 

PLEASE CALL 4093 8834 
so we can build up our database. 

 

RIGHT: One of the Bunda Bundara cassowaries testing a 
quandong for size and flavour. Photo Gerhard Hillman 

 

Cassowary chicks should appear any time now 
Dad’s due to come forth with this year’s clutch of 
chicks any day.  He’s been sitting for nearly 2 
months so hopefully he’s been successful.  He’ll be 
crossing Black Mountain Road at the first corner 
after the dirt road starts, straight after the second 
bridge, so please take that corner ever so slowly.   
Dad successfully raised 3 youngsters last year. 

We believe one of his (and Gertie’s) offspring from 
last year is hanging out in the Butler Drive area.  
Please keep dogs under control. 

Other male cassowaries are also sitting so we could 
have chicks appearing all over the place. 

Tree Kangaroos:  There have been several recent 
sighting of tree kangaroos.  Unfortunately, two dead 
animals have been found on the Range Road and one 
trying to cross it only this week. 

 

SATURDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 
To celebrate WORLD CASSOWARY DAY, we’re 
inviting you to apply to attend an open day at Bunda 
Bundara.  This is a private property so it’s by invitation 
only. Numbers are limited.  If you are one of the select 
few, you’ll be treated to a picnic morning tea and a 
walk through the property.  There’s a chance you’ll get 
up close and personal to one of the wild, resident 
cassowaries 
We’ll leave from the KCons Community Nursery at 
10am and should be back by 12 noon. 

Call 4093 8834 to book your place 
See  www.worldcassowaryday.org  for more on WCD 
activities and visit and like the World Cassowary Day 
Facebook page. 

 

But we’re doing it on Saturday 29 September 
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www.envirocare.org.au      info@envirocare.org.au

Become a member, borrow the Box Trailer; all plugs catered for.
Ring Garth on 0428 914 380 or Cathy on 0419 624 940

Date Claimers
•  4th October (Thursday) 7.00pm. “What’s in a Name”. John Clarkson will explain the 

importance of correctly naming plants and describe the process botanists must follow when 
naming plants. Kuranda Rrecreation Centre, Fallon Road. Light supper provided

•  20th October (Saturday) 4.00pm-8.00pm Frog monitoring call training – two 
hours training, light meal and one hour field trip after dark to practise your 
newly acquired listening skills. Kuranda recreation centre. Fallon Road. Please 
bring your listening ears and a sense of humour. FREE

•  3rd November 8.00am Community Planting Russet Park. Meet at 7:30am at nursery to 
carpool to site or call Mikhaila Jacoby on 0400 018 332 for more information

•  Frog Monitoring week 15th to 20th October – monitoring days vary. Check FB page or text 
Cathy 0419 624 940

•  Regular Saturday morning conservation activities – Meet at nursery 284 Myola Road at 
7.30am or call Cathy on 0419 624 940 for details. Text info@envirocare.org.au to be placed 
on the regular email list.

Kuranda
Garden
Club

There was no meeting in September. Some of us supported The Tully Flower 
Show on the Saturday and Carnival on Collins on Sunday. Bogdan even made 
the TV carrying plants for me.

 Saturday 6th October 2.00pm to 4.00pm will be a “Garden Planning” 
at 19 Kullaroo Close. 

Garth and Cathy would love some inspiration for their new gardens.
Please come with some ideas and maybe a plant (if you have been declared 

‘ANT FREE’) same for the swap table. Something yummy to share for afternoon 
tea, remember that a cuppa and anything from the swap table is a gold coin 
donation.

New members are welcome, come and take away great knowledge from our 
many experienced gardeners.

More info: ph Deb Maslowski 0488 215747

Caring for Kuranda’s Environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who’ve gone before”

Nursery: 284 Myola Road, Mon & Thur 9.00–1.00pm; Sat 10.00–noon; Phone: 4093 8989/4093 8393

Community Nursery and Landcare

“What’s in a Name”
 a talk by John Clarkson, principal botanist with

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 
October 4th (Thu) see Date Claimers below

John was responsible for establishing the FNQ node of the  Queensland Herbarium 
and with 40 years’ experience in flora survey and mapping across northern Australia, 
particularly on Cape York Peninsula, he has discovered at least 200 unnamed species. 
John worked to promote the ecologically responsible use of introduced plants and the 
response to environmental weeds, starting with Olive Hymenachne, one of our pet 
hate weeds at Envirocare. In his talk, John will explain the importance of correctly 
naming plants, and describe the process botanists must follow when doing so.

With much sadness – thanks for the life of 
Rudi and Ann Husek

It was with much disbelief and sadness that we heard on Tuesday 19th of the fatal 
crash in Nepal which took the lives of Rudi and Ann Husek from Russet Park. Rudi 
was a regular planter with Envirocare and over the years put in thousands of trees 
in the corridors around Kuranda. He took on an area by the river near Russet Park, 
making it his own. He continuted to maintain and plant more after some initial 
planting by the Saturday morning crew. That’s quiet dedication for you. Rudi won 
the Helen Adams Memorial Barron River Catchment Management Association 
award in 2015, after reaching the 2000 tree mark, all on his own. We conspired with 
his wife Ann to trick Rudi into coming to morning tea to receive the award. He was a 
good humoured, humble, gentle, man who didn’t like any fuss. Rudi also volunteered 
with the Yellow Crazy Ant task force, turning up regularly for baiting and monitoring 
activities when he was not away helping out with the grandchildren or trekking in 
his beloved Nepalese mountains. He and Ann were both very fit through tennis and 
walking and Ann was accompanying Rudi this time on a journey to the Himalayas. 
Sadly to be their last. Our hearts and thoughts are with their family.

Envirocare invited the community to a quiet contemplation of Rudi’s life on the 
banks of the Barron River, on Saturday 22nd, at “his site” where we fulfilled his last 
words to us, “please water my plants”, laid a small tribute of rainforest flowers and 
fruit, and shared stories of his and Ann’s lives with us in Kuranda.
Photo below: Ann looks on while Rudi receives his award from BRICMA members

Biosecurity Queensland Electric Ant Program 
We have so far surveyed 218 properties in the Saddle Mountain/Black Mountain 
area with only 10 properties outstanding – no further electric ants have been 
found here apart from the existing area.

There have been 143 other free yard checks booked, almost all have now been 
surveyed and two new infestations found: Koah/Kuranda #2 and Kuranda #18. 
Kuranda #18 is a single property that has already been treated. Koah/Kuranda 
#2 is still being delineated but should be treated sometime this week, weather 
permitting.

We are still encouraging people to book their properties in for a free yard check 
and will be recommencing our Facebook campaign shortly. We will also soon be 
moving to the next area of Kuranda to continue our targeted surveillance and we 
ask residents to continue allowing our staff access; it has been great so far.
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Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com
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BABA
BADJI
BAGA
BALGA
BAMBI
BAYA
BINANGUNDA
BUGAN
DABAN
DARRABA
DARRABAYIN
DJANAN
DJINBA
DJULA
DJUNDAN
DJUNGGAN
DUGA
DUU
GALIN
GAMBAN
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GARI
GARRAN
GINBA
GUNBI
GUYIN
MAGARRI
MAGAYIN
MARABAGA
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WAAN
WAMBA
WANIRRI
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WURURRI
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NGIRRMA BULMBA-BARRA:
Language belonging to the Place

The Bama of this area shared a common ngirrma, 
language. The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, 
Yirrganydji and Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. 
The Djabuganydji called it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji 
called it Bulway. The Yirrganydji on the coast called it 
Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these words sounds 
like archaic English ‘aye’ for ‘yes’.

Nowhere else in the world have a people been able 
to reside continuously in the one place for so long, 
passing on their stories to the present day. The actual 
word “bulmba” has many meanings: home, camping 
ground, territory, the world itself, time, the weather and 
the authority of the elders, upholders of the Law. This 
bulmba is constantly changing, depending on the time 
of year, the season, the weather.

Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for this selection 
of words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 
Corporation for its work in preserving the area’s 
linguistic inheritance. 

The subject of this WordSearch is Commands: 
telling people to do things. Verbs or action words in the 
Djabugay language can be modified in ten different ways 
to denote whether the action is past, present or future, 
a command, simultaneous, reciprocal, a warning, 
conditional or intentional. More about Djabugay 
grammar is explained in “NGIRRMA DJABUGAY: A 
Djabugay Language Dictionary” which is available at 
the Kuranda Visitors Information Centre.     

   — Michael Quinn

Word Search
(Please note: some words may 
share letters)

BABA          
BADJI                
BAGA               
BALGA         
BAMBI           
BAYA            
BINANGUNDA 
BUGAN      
DABAN
DARRABA        
DARRABAYIN
DJANAN          
DJINBA
DJULA
DJUNDAN        
DJUNGGAN      
DUGA             
DUU   
GALIN            
GAMBAN    
GANI           
GARI           
GARRAN       
GINBA       
GUNBI
GUYIN        
MAGARRI      
MAGAYIN     
MARABAGA
NGUNDA   
NYINAN         
WAAN     
WAMBA   
WANIRRI
WARRNGGI
WAYI
WUNAN
WUNGAN   
WURURRI 
YUNGAN

BABA: Push! Shove! Mudaga baba! Push the car!
BADJI: Strike! Hit! Bibara badji! Hit the clapsticks!
BAGA: Spear! Poke! Pierce! Gari nganya baga! Don’t 
poke me!
BALGA: Construct! Make! Erect! Bayu balga! Build a 
shelter!
BAMBI: Cover! Barndil bambi! Cover the baby!
BAYA: Bite! Gari nganya baya! Don’t bite me!
BINANGUNDA: Listen! Nganya bina ngunda! Listen 
to me!
BUGAN: Eat! Minya bugan! Eat the meat!
DABAN: Throw! Wangal daban! Throw a boomerang!
DARRABA: Wash (something)! Gambi darraba! Wash 
the clothes!
DARRABAYIN: Wash yourself! Nyurra gula darrabayin! 
Wash your body!
DJANAN: Stand! Nyurramba djanan! All of you stand up!
DJINBA: Walk fast! Nyurra djinba girigiri! Walk 
quickly!
DJULA: Dig! Djunggum-wu djula! Dig for worms!
DJUNDAN: Perform! Warrma djundan! Dance a shake-
a-leg!
DJUNGGAN: Run! Nyurramba djunggan! All of you 
run!
DUGA: Seize! Grab! Get! Minya duga! Get the creature/
meat!
DUU: Hit! Gari nganya duu! Don’t hit me!
GALIN: Go! Nyurra galin gundii! You go there!
GAMBAN: Crawl! Gari gamban! Don’t crawl!

GANI: Tie up! Bayu gani! Tie up the shelter!
GARI: Don’t! Gari buwal bugan! Don’t talk!
GARRAN: Come! Nyurra garran gulun! You come here!
GINBA: Tickle! Gari nganya ginba! Don’t tickle me!
GUNBI: Weave! Plait! Yimbi gunbi! Weave a dilly-
basket!
GUYIN: Show! Ngayanda djumburru guyin! Show me 
the track!
MAGARRI: Pick up! Barndil magarri! Pick up the baby!
MAGAYIN: Get up! Rise! Climb! Nyurra wulbil 
magayin! You’re late, get up!
MARABAGA: Punch! Gari nganya mara baga! Don’t 
punch me!
NGUNDA: Look! Gudji djama ngunda! Look at that 
snake!
NYINAN: Sit! Nyurra nyinan djiaa-la! Sit on the chair!
WAAN: Give! Ngayanda bana waan! Give me water!
WAMBA: Put down! Galga wamba! Put down the spear!
WANIRRI: Carry! Bring! Fetch! Miyamiya wanirri! 
Bring the nautilus shells!
WARRNGGI: Turn! Malaanda warrnggi! Turn right!
WAYI: Biri wayi! Light the fire!
WUNAN: Lie down! Nyurra bulnganda wunan! Lie 
down on the ground!
WUNGAN: Drink! Bana wungan! Drink water!
WURURRI: Take out! Djambun wururri! Take out the 
witchetty grubs!
YUNGAN: Swim! Yungan! Ganyarra garrang. Swim! 
Crocodile coming.

— TRANSLATION —

GIYAL WAANG: Giving orders, commands

GIYAL WAANG
Giving orders, commands



Our local paper is produced by a 
small dedicated team consisting of 

writers, typesetters, artwork designers, 
proofreaders, administrators and paper 

folders.
The paper can only exist through the 

continuing support of our advertisers.
Please support our advertisers by 

referring to the paper’s advertisers first 
before consulting local directories.
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UNITING CHURCH
IN AUSTRALIA

Kuranda Faith Community
 Ph 4093 8730

Conversation as Prayer

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, ST SAVIOUR’S KURANDA
Invites you to Worship 

SUNDAY 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Sunday school
5.00pm Evening Prayer
TUESDAY 
9.00am Holy Communion

SPECIAL SERVICES 
SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER ST FRANCIS DAY
9.30am Family Eucharist and the Blessing 
of Animals 
SUNDAY 14th OCTOBER 
ST SAVIOUR’S HARVEST FESTIVAL 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Family Eucharist

9.30am Sunday school
5.00pm Harvest Evensong 
POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
Monday to Saturday 
8.30am to 12.30pm 
CAKES AND BOOKS 
Saturday 6th October
8.30 -12.30pm

Enquiries: Chris Wright Tel 4093 8735 • Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

St Christopher’s
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Barang Street, Kuranda

Our Sunday Mass held at 6.00pm
Mass: First Wednesday of each month at 6.00pm 

If someone in your 
family has a drinking 
problem, you can see 

what it is doing to 
them, but can you see 

what it is doing to you?

Al-Anon
can help you!

MEETINGS IN KURANDA,
SMITHFIELD, CAIRNS

Phone Kate 4093 9668
1300 ALANON

Baha’i Thought for the Month

Meditations/Reflections: all welcome to meditations on the sacred writings of the great religions, also discussion 
evenings, by arrangement.
Morning Prayers every Thursday 8.00am, in the park in central Kuranda, followed by coffee
Study Circles by arrangement, please feel free to enquire
Also regular events in Cairns, Atherton, Malanda, Tolga, Cooktown and other places
All enquiries welcome.  Telephone   0419 632 286 /4093 9571 

Baha’i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda

“Every movement which promotes unity and harmony in the world is good, and everything which creates 
discord and discontent is bad. This is a century of illumination, surpassing all others in its many discoveries, 
its great inventions, and its vast and varied undertakings. 

But the greatest achievement of the age in conferring profit and pleasure on mankind is the creation of 
an auxiliary language for all. Oneness of language creates oneness of heart. Oneness of language engenders 
peace and harmony. It sweeps away all misunderstandings among peoples. It establishes harmony among 
the children of men. It gives to the human intellect a broader conception, a more commanding point of view.

Today the greatest need of humanity is to understand and to be understood. With the help of the 
International Language, every individual member of a community can learn of world happenings and 
become in touch with the ethical and scientific discoveries of the age.”
          (Abdu’l-Baha)

A Thought for October

Need help with a drinking problem?

Ph: 1300 322 322
https://aa.org.au

THIS month we read from St Mark’s Gospel Chapter 
7.verses 31-37 

If ever there was evidence that Christians are called to a 
very inclusive stance in relationship to others, it is in these 
few verses. The disciples are alarmed. Someone is acting in 
the name and the spirit of Jesus, but he is not part of the 
organization! Obviously something has to be done about this. 
It simply cannot be allowed to happen! This is the attitude 
with which they go to Jesus.

 Jesus’ response shows his thinking to be totally different. 
This person is healing people. That is the point. To examine 
first the legalities of what he is doing is to fall into the very 
trap that caught the Pharisees. Jesus heals someone, and 
they point first to the calendar and announce indignantly 
that it is the Sabbath. The healing becomes irrelevant; the 
principle rules everything. Jesus approach is to start with the 
person, not the principle.

 “He that is not against us is for us.” To say this is to take an 
inclusive stance toward the work of others, or the possibility 
of working with others in a project. Some Christians feel 
compelled to accept only those whose views correspond 
exactly with their own.

Any deviations and the other is outside the circle. In 
contrast, Jesus first consideration is to accept the other 
and cooperate until working together proves undesirable or 
impossible.

 Jesus points out that real sin lies in a very different 
direction. To deliberately weaken or destroy someone else’s 
faith is deeply sinful. It can be done, sometimes on purpose 
and sometimes by accident, unintentionally.

If we hold a high place in someone’s esteem, our cynicism 
or superior dismissal of their faith can be deeply damaging. 
Our behaviour, if it obviously betrays the trust or admiration 
of the other person, can be extremely hurtful.

 “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.” Jesus is very 
serious about what he is saying here. To get it across he uses 
image after image — first the hand, then the foot, then the 
eye.

He is emphasizing the absolute necessity of dealing 
with certain issues in our lives, even if that means cost to 
ourselves. We cannot have life both ways. Choices must be 
made. Certain things must be dealt with, if only because not 
dealing with them is more costly than the sacrifice involved 
in dealing with them. Jesus can give us the grace to do this. 

 Jesus teaches us that his grace is present in some 
surprising places and people. He also teaches us that certain 
issues in our lives must be dealt with, even if there is a cost 
to us.

NEWS FROM ST SAVIOUR’S
St Saviour’s is gearing up for the Blessing of 
the Animals Service on Sunday 7th October 

 To celebrate the birthday of the patron 
saint of animals, St Francis of Assisi, a special 
Blessing of the Pets service will be held this 
Sunday, October 7 at St Saviour’s Church.

 In the 1206 Francis, the wealthy son of 
a cloth merchant, decided to forsake all his 
worldly possessions and founded the order of 
Franciscan monks. He claimed he found his 
affinity with God through animals, and would 
often call birds, animals and even flowers his 
brothers and sisters.
 Blessing of the Pets coordinator, Chris Wright, 
said people can bring pets of all shapes, sizes 
and species — as long as they are on a leash or 
in a box or cage. “You don’t have to belong to 
any church to come and join in the fun. Events 
like this connect people in the community who 
don’t normally see each other or have things 
in common, and that’s fantastic. The event 
gives the community an opportunity to meet 
together, share their common love of animals 
and make new friendships. It’s really about 
shared humanity.”

 The Blessing of the Pets service starts at 
9.30am in the area at the back of the Church.

St Saviour’s is also gearing up for its 
Harvest Festival on Sunday 21st October 
with special services.



                                                                            

A Cleaner, Safer, Healthier Home is possible. Clean 
better, live better with ENJO natural cleaning products. 
Call Magnolia on 0427 160 478 enjo.com.au
Affordable organic and biodynamic fruit and vegetables. 
Order a box or drop by the markets. Every Friday at Steiner 
School, every Sunday at Speewah Pub, and First Saturdays 
at Koah Markets.
Aloha Massage/Kahuna Bodywork: Relaxation, Deep 
tissue, Fully Clothed Polynesian floor work, Pregnancy, 
Energy/Voice healing. 7 years experience. Personalised for 
every ‘BODY’. Transformational— Mind*Body*Spirit 
Call Kristy 0477 1770 24
Alterations And Dressmaking in Speewah. Karen is 
professional and very reasonably priced. Call anytime, seven 
days per week 4093 0502 or 0459 184 223
Always seeking new stallholders for Koah Community 
Markets... First Saturday every month Mar~Dec. We make it 
happen... YOU make it great!! 
Nicky: 0488961660 sms/voicemail for callback.
A perfect way to start your weekend, hot delish breakky 
BBQ & REAL COFFEE! Fresh Local produce & treasures, plus 
Live Music “Jeanette Wormald Trio” @KOAH MARKETS 
from 8am October 6
Backgammon Enthusiasts:  come and have a friendly 
game at Sweet Gossip Cafe, Kuranda Original Rainforest 
Markets, from 3.00pm.
Barking and nuisance dogs: Visit www.barkingdogs.net 
to read about the root cause of the Barking Epidemic and 
useful tips on how to alleviate the problem.
Blue Moon Boutique: Ladies Modern Dresses and 
Playsuits. Shop 7 Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets 
Arcade.
Bowen Therapy: Thursdays in Kuranda. Relief from pain 
and stiffness in joints and muscles, including head, neck and 
back ache. Realign your body, release stress. $40 adults, 
$10 kids. 0408 400 049.
Bowen Therapy & Homeopathy Sarah at Simply 
Healing 0402 804 591, www.simplyhealing.net.au
Phone for an appointment to start on the path of healing 
today.
Carpets Shampooed: $40 normal sized room. 
0429 090 476.
Cleaning Needs: office, home and commercial, 
call 1800 MYCLEANER
Computer Repairs: Servicing home or business. Prompt, 
reliable & affordable ‘no-fuss’ same day come-to-you 
service. Cairns Computer Support. Local Kuranda based 
business! Ph 07 4222 1111 or visit 
www.cairnscomputersupport.com.au
Cool natural fibre dresses, tops, and pants available at 
‘Just Gorgeous’ 16 Coondoo st open everyday 10:15–3:45 or 
later by appointment. 
Experienced Reiki Master/Psychic Julie Bell 
available for Reiki, Energy Work, Aura Cleansing & Chakra 
Balancing. Psychic Readings including Past Lives, Angels & 
Spirit Guides. Shop 49 Original Kuranda Rainforest Markets
Golden Sands Painting Services 25 years established in 
Cairns and surrounding area. Have just moved to Kuranda 
area. Free Quotes. Best Quotes. All work guaranteed. 
Malcolm QBSA No 067022 
Ph: 0418 162 635 or 4093 8761 mal.or@bigpond.com
Hairdresser: The Designers Den. Experienced Ladies 
& Gents hairdresser. Bookings essential. Please phone 
0419 937 311 for your appointment. Also facial waxing and 
tinting. Located in the Original Market Arcade
Heal Your Past, Find Peace in Your Present, Create 
Your Future. Step into Healing. Specialising in Egyptian 
Emotional Clearing and emotional release techniques
www.stepintohealing.com.au 0404 463 787
Herbcraft Apothecary (Speewah) Tarot Readings & 
Healing Sessions (Reiki, Chakra Balancing), Incense, 
Smudge, Herbs, Essential Oils, Resins, Wicca Accessories 
and Gifts, Herbal Teas for Wellness (eg Chamomile, 
Skullcap). 0422 174 409
Ji Ching readings: Chinese wisdom 3000 years old, 
foundational science behind Feng Shui. Worrisome issues 
personal/business can be dismantled/reassembled enabling 
greater confidence. $20 p/hour. 0429 090 476.
Kuranda Community Kindergarten has vacancies for 
2018 for children turning 4 by December 30. Contact us 
on 4093 8087, email kcka@westnet.com.au or visit us on 
Barron Falls Road.
Marriage Celebrant: Cheryl Tonkin, your weddings 
designed just for you – and local. 0407 670 954 or email 
NQCeremonies@gmail.com 
Martial Arts: Tang Soo Do Speewah: Monday & 
Wednesday, Mareeba: Tuesday & Thursday 

Rob McAlpine 0439 300 045
Massage, Health Food: Kuranda Health and Healing. 
Wonderful local care and service by fully qualified 
practitioners. 0431 388 568 10.00–5.00pm 
Mon-Fri 10.00–3.00pm Saturday.
Massage with Sheree Scott: relaxation & remedial,
22 Williamson Drive, Ph 4093 9490; 0421 102 722.
Monte’s Ride-On Lawn Care, ‘LOCAL BLOKE YOU 
CAN TRUST’. Call Carlo 0458 309 899
Mould removal High pressure cleaning  Reasonable rates 
ring Lennie 0488 060 476
Painter Available: Need to freshen up your home? 20 
years experience. Clean, reliable and affordable, no job too 
small. Call Alan 0452 669 447
Email alanhopkinson@bigpond.com
Pristine Swimming Pools: Local business. Pumps, 
filters, chlorinators. Over 25 years experience. Free quotes. 
Call Richard 0407 908 375
Professional Photographer Robyn Hughes, 360 degree, 
Google streetview, commercial, drone/aerial and event 
photography Phone 0414 830 991.
Resume: In Speewah, Cairns longest-running resume 
writing business — over thirty years’ experience. Resumes, 
Employment Applications, web text, all forms of copy 
writing, editing and proofreading. 
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter) Phone: 4093 0449
RIDESHARE 1300: We are actively seeking more drivers to 
service Kuranda and surrounds. This a popular run. Contact 
John  on 0436 392 441 or  info@1300rideshare.com.au
Shop for rent with street frontage in Kuranda Red House. 
35 M2. Great street location and a great space to be located. 
Why not move in. Contact owner Ph: 0412 11 6578
Social Sesh’s @Koah Hall! Mid-month mixers, Sesh’s are 
family friendly, free events.. Happy barkeep & chubby cook 
= always a good night. Next Sesh’ from 5pm Friday Oct 26
Summer shoes designed for comfort, style and affordability 
are available at ‘Just Gorgeous’. Make your feet happy feet!
Synthetic Hair Kuranda $15 per packet, Box Braids, 
Marley, Faux Locs, Senegalese Twist, Afro Twist, Jerry Curl. 
Also beads, cuffs, clips Ph: Geua 0422 890 672 
The Ironbark Gallery: Handcrafted local Australian 
hardwood creations by Trevor Brodie. A perfect gift or 
something special for yourself. Phone 0418 983 402.
www.theironbarkgallery.com.au
Trailer for hire: cheap, as a community service. 
Discounted for members. Kuranda Envirocare Garth Owen 
on 0428 914 380. 
Tribal Grooves Dance Classes at Kuranda Yoga Shala. 
Express. Open to all levels, no previous dancing experience 
required. $15 per class or 10 Class Pass $100. 
Call Magnolia 0427 160 478.
Tropical Prestige Swimming Pools: Local family 
owned business, New Pools & Renovations, Water Features 
& Surrounds, Crack/Leak Repairs, over 13 years experience. 
Free quotes. Please call Jamie 0448 825 992
#wastenotwantnotstall: Got more garden goodies than 
you can eat? Bring them along to our community initiative 
stall - we sell them for you! Koah Markets, from 8am Sat 
October 6. Rozana: 0428 741 350 Nicky: 0488 961 660
Webdesign: webmaster services, friendly local 
professional can help you with anything website related. 
Reasonable rates. Info: www.geewhiz.me 0455 344 911.


 Rob Hart
 Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
 Kuranda Heritage Markets
 Ph. (07) 4093 0218 

JOIN YOUR 
LOCAL SES 
Training held fortnightly 
Tuesday nights 7.30pm 

Call John
for details on

0427 037 054 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS – MAXIMUM UP TO 30 WORDS
Ads that appear for 2 editions may be removed at our discretion unless you advise us otherwise.
Items “For Sale” ads will be automatically removed after one edition, unless otherwise advised.

Email to mail@kurandapaper.com • Post to PO Box 66 Kuranda 4881
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Kuranda Transfer Station
Opening Times

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
8.00am to 5.00pm

Kuranda Branch Library and Council Office
Arara Street • Phone 4093 9185

www.library.muc.qld.gov.au

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Mareeba
Shire

LIBRARY
Monday to Friday
10.00am-5.00 (5.30 Tuesday)
Saturday 9.00-12.00

COUNCIL SERVICES
Monday to Friday
10.00am- 4.30
Saturday closed

Justice of 
the Peace

(QUALIFIED)
Please phone for 

appointment or leave a 
message, and I will get

back to you.

Phone 4093 8780 
Karen McLaren

Justice of 
the Peace

(QUALIFIED)

Robin Anscomb
Phone

0409 046 932

Justice of 
the Peace

(QUALIFIED)
Please leave a message, or

see me at the housing office 
of Ngoonbi, 40 Coondoo 

Street, Kuranda.

Phone 4085 0083 
Wendy Pritchard

 The Stars in October

ADVERTISERS: PLEASE NOTE
You must advise us if you wish to continue your 
free classified. Please leave a message as per above 
email. YOUR AD MAY BE DELETED UNLESS YOU 
ADVISE before next edition.

THE early part of October is very much 
dominated by a set of hard oppositions 

and squares, the “tough guys” of the Astro 
world. 

There’s a rising Scorpio Crescent Moon on 10th 
October (10:10) that is in opposition to a retro Uranus 
at 1˚ Taurus. Mercury joins in at 1˚ Scorpio on the 
11th. Venus and Mars are squaring off in Scorpio and 
Aquarius also on the 11th and the Sun in Libra is square 
to Pluto in Capricorn. The Moon’s nodes, the dragon, 
are also pushing in here squaring the Mercury-Moon-
Uranus, making the 10th to 12th October something of 
a battle ground. To quote an old Monty Python sketch 
on Australian wines (for those who can remember) 
“This is not a wine for drinking! This is a wine for 
laying down and avoiding.” It’s a poisonous mix, so, 
if the energy goes towards eradication; defeating, 
overcoming the odds with raw obsession then you’re 
probably getting it right. Avoid, seriously, being the 
perpetrator, or the victim, of criminal activity now. 
Weed the garden and finish off toxic situations instead, 
softly…

Venus in Scorpio is retrograde all month and quite 
friendless. Mars in Aquarius is impersonal, idealistic, 
group-oriented and somewhat aloof. So where does 
that leave relationships? Go figure…

It’s a very good month for sorting out gnarly legal 
situations. No love lost on either side but clinically 
balanced judgements. No mercy for the dodgy.

On 19th-20th October a sensitive Mercury-Neptune 
alignment suggests some positive breakthroughs 
in medical research and, perhaps, in victim-related 
social issues but they will be rigorously scrutinised and 
tested.

The Sun moves into opposition to the Moon and 
Uranus on 24th, perfectly squaring off to the dragon 
and forming, exciting news for astrologers – a Grand 
Fixed Cross! Full Moon, fire and air dragon, electrical 
sun bursts and awakenings that send information 
around the world with the potential to kick our active 
intentions to work together to a new level. 

If active parts of your birthchart are at 0-2˚ of the 
fixed signs Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius, then 
the cosmos is talking to you dude.

It still seems like an exciting work in progress, but, 
that’s life.

Blessings,



Timetable effective as of  01.01.2016 

Bus & Coach 

Information on all Trans North Services including fares, 
timetables & service updates are available on our website. 

www.transnorthbus.com.au  
or by phoning 07) 4095 8644 during business hours. 

CAIRNS TO KURANDA SHUTTLE 
Departs From Shuttle Runs Daily (Except Christmas Day) 
CAIRNS Central Rail Station 6.45am 8.45am 11.30am 1.30pm *3.00pm
CAIRNS 79 Abbott Street 6.50am 8.50am 11.35am 1.35pm  3.05pm 
SMITHFIELD Bus Shelter 7.05am 9.05am 11.50am 1.50pm  3.30pm 
KURANDA 7.25am 9.25am 12.10pm 2.10pm  3.55pm 

KURANDA TO CAIRNS SHUTTLE 
Departs From Shuttle Runs Daily (Except Christmas Day) 

KURANDA *7.30am 9.30am 12.30pm 2.15pm 4.10pm 
RAINFORESTATION  7.35am 9.35am 12.35pm 2.20pm 4.15pm 
CAIRNS Central Rail Station  8.30am 10.15am 1.15pm 3.00pm 4.55pm 

*7.30am Shuttle via TAFE, Trinity Bay High, Cairns High - Excluding Sundays & Public Holidays
*3.00pm Shuttle via Cairns High, TAFE, Trinity Bay High - Excluding Sundays & Public Holidays

ATHERTON TABLELANDS TO CAIRNS 

Departs From Monday to Friday 
 1  2  3 

Saturday 
1  2 

Sunday 
*1*  **2** 

ATHERTON 6.00am 9.00am 3.30pm 6.00am 9.00am 9.00am 3.30pm 
MAREEBA 6.30am 9.30am 4.00pm 6.30am 9.30am 9.30am 4.00pm 
SPEEWAH 6.55am 9.55am 4.25pm 6.55am 9.55am 9.55am 4.25pm 

KURANDA 7.15am 10.05am 4.35pm 7.15am 10.05am 10.05am 4.35pm 

CAIRNS Service Terminates 8.30am 11.15am 5.35pm 8.30am 11.15am 11.15am 5.35pm 
 CAIRNS TO ATHERTON TABLELANDS 

Departs From Monday to Friday 
 1  2  3 

Saturday 
1  2 

Sunday 
*1*  **2** 

CAIRNS Central Rail Station 8.45am 3.30pm 5.45pm 8.45am 3.30pm 3.30pm 5.45pm 

SMITHFIELD Bus Shelter 9.00am 3.45pm 6.00pm 9.00am 3.45pm 3.45pm 6.00pm 
KURANDA 9.20am 4.15pm 6.25pm 9.20am 4.15pm 4.15pm 6.25pm 
SPEEWAH 9.25am 4.20pm 6.30pm 9.25am 4.20pm 4.20pm 6.30pm 
MAREEBA 9.55am 4.50pm 6.55pm 9.55am 4.50pm 4.50pm 6.55pm 
ATHERTON Service Terminates 10.30am 5.25pm 7.30pm 10.30am 5.25pm 5.25pm 7.30pm 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS operate on Sunday Service *1* Timetable 
No Sunday 4.35pm or 6.25pm Services departing KURANDA on LONG WEEKENDS 

No Services operating on CHRISTMAS DAY or GOOD FRIDAY 

Lloyd
Cairns RFO (temp.)
Nick
Duncan
John

Permits required for ALL fires

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FIRE or other emergencies – please phone 000

SES Flood or Storm emergencies – please phone 132 500

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
Davies Creek
Koah
Kuranda
Myola
Speewah

4093 3181
4232 5468
0408 077 746
4093 7190 / 0408 151 199
4093 0211

                   Monday To Friday             Sat              Sun            P/Hol
  To: Speewah  
 Koah  
    
     
  Ex: Koah  
    
    
  Ex: Speewah
    
    

*SCHOOL DAYS ONLY              # BOOKING REQUIRED
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY & LABOUR DAY

Departs Bus Stop: Orchid Plaza, Abbott Street, Cairns
                                                 Monday To Friday             Sat              Sun            P/Hol
  Departs Kuranda        
      
        

*1510 from Smithfield to Koah Mon to Fri SCHOOL DAYS ONLY

    Departs Cairns  
           
   
       

All services except 1000 go to Speewah & Koah if required
**Mareeba

# Via Caravonica, Redlynch, Raintrees, Westcourt, TAFE, Cairns City
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY & LABOUR DAY

JOHN’S KURANDA BUS
“The Local Bus”

 Ph.  John 0418 772 953

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1300
*1530

1750
#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1645
#0705

#0710

#0720
1330
1530

#0720
1530

0720
1530

**0825
1645

0825
**1615

0825
1615

#0720
1330
1530

1530

0825
1645 1615

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1645
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Words of Wisdom from my Grandmother

Yesterday I wore 
something from five 

years ago and it fitted. 
So proud of myself! It 
was a scarf, but still, 

I’m being positive.

Total August: 4.0mm
Total September to 25th 13.5mm

Year to date: 2343.5mm
Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Dale Mattsson – Backhoe Hire
EXPERIENCED OWNER OPERATOR

Servicing Kuranda & Surrounds
FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING NEEDS

Phone Dale 
0419 684 549

Kuranda Transfer Station
Opening Times

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
8.00am to 5.00pm

Kuranda Branch Library and Council Office
Arara Street • Phone 4093 9185

www.library.muc.qld.gov.au

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Mareeba
Shire

LIBRARY
Monday to Friday
10.00am-5.00 (5.30 Tuesday)
Saturday 9.00-12.00

COUNCIL SERVICES
Monday to Friday
10.00am- 4.30
Saturday closed



Queensland Container Refund Scheme
COMMENCING NOVEMBER 1ST

Queenslanders use close to 3 billion beverage containers every year.
These containers are the second most littered item in the state, despite the 

fact they can be easily recycled. Beverage container litter is largely associated 
with drink consumption in open air settings such as parks, beaches, shopping 
centres and car parks.

The introduction of a state-wide container refund scheme will give people an 
incentive to collect and return containers for recycling, in exchange for a 10 cent 
refund payment. This will help to:
• reduce the amount of drink containers that are littered and
• increase Queensland’s recycling rate.

The scheme will also provide benefits to social enterprises, communities, 
and regional and remote areas by creating new job, recycling and fundraising 
opportunities.

Queensland’s container refund scheme, known as Containers for Change, will 
commence on 1st November 2018, with more than 230 container refund points 
in operation across the state. The number of these sites will continue to grow as 
the scheme rolls out.

The Scheme is a product stewardship arrangement with the costs of operating 
the scheme and recovering the containers for recycling, paid for by drink 
manufacturers. This means that drink manufacturers will take responsibility for 
ensuring that the environmental impacts from the empty drink containers are 
reduced.

HOW WILL THE CONTAINER REFUND SCHEME WORK?
Queenslanders will be able to return eligible containers via a container refund 
point. Container refund points will be established across Queensland to collect 
eligible empty containers in exchange for the payment of a refund.

For Queenslanders who prefer to donate their drink container to a community 
group, sports club or another organisation, container return points can direct the 10c 
refund payment to a registered group. In addition, some groups will run their own 
container donation points at which the refund payment will be retained by them.

To learn more about Queensland’s Container Refund Scheme, please visit the 
Containers for Change website at containersforchange.com.au.

HOW WILL THIS WORK LOCALLY? 
All refund points will be subject to changes in format and timing, depending on 
the number of containers brought in and when they are delivered.

In the Kuranda area, after a couple of months of monitoring usage of the Arara 
Street recycling bins it has been decided there will be one depot style refund 
point operating initially at the bins on Saturday and Sunday each week. 

The refund amount may be paid as cash or cash-equivalent (e.g. voucher or 
electronic payment). We will publish the manner of payment when it becomes 
available, prior to the scheme starting. 

The container refund scheme aims to reduce the amount of beverage container 
litter in the environment.

The containers that are eligible for a refund are those that are most commonly 
consumed away from home and make up the majority of container litter in the 
environment.

For example, beers stubbies are often drunk outside the home and become 
litter so are eligible, whereas containers that have held plain milk or wine are 
commonly consumed in the home, and can still be recycled either through 
existing kerbside collection or drop-off services, so are excluded.

If you are in doubt over what is or is not acceptable bring it along to the drop 
off point where the operator can advise and it can be recycled in the existing bins 
if necessary.

Metal containers may be crushed: they just need to be recognisable, but 
bottles need to be whole. No metal or plastic screwcaps please.

Most beverage containers between 150ml and 3litres in volume are eligible, 
with the exception of the following: 
Any size or material type of containers for:
• Undiluted cordial 
• Fruit or vegetable juice concentrate
• Registered health tonics
• Plain milk
Glass bottles of any size for:
• Wine
• Pure spirits

ABOUT THE CONTAINER REFUND SCHEME

ELIGIBLE CONTAINERS NON-ELIGIBLE CONTAINERS

Eligible beer bottles

Eligible Sports energy drinks

Eligible fruit, veg, juice bottles

Eligible soft drink bottles

Non-Eligible wine, spirit bottles

Eligible water bottles

Non-Eligible milk bottles

Eligible soft drink cans


