
Kuranda...hung out to dry by politicians 
but resolved to unite for a New Deal

A public meeting on Monday 25th March to discuss de-amalgamation had the largest attendance 
in living memory. 370 people, over 10% of Kuranda’s registered voters, crowded into Kuranda Precinct’s 
meeting room, stood patiently in adjacent corridors and lined the outside pavements. Many others were 
unable to find parking and returned to their homes without a chance to hear Member for Barron River, 
Michael Trout, attempt to explain the State Government’s position over the future for Kuranda.

Our local Member told us that the Newman Government, clearly hoping we will go away, had stated it 
would not be overturning the results of the recent poll and was proceeding with all deliberate speed towards 
1 January 2014, when the revitalised Mareeba Shire would come into existence. He advised Kuranda 
residents in the meantime to keep their heads down and concentrate on making things work. Mr Trout said 
there would be a chance in 2016, when shire boundaries come up for review, to unite with another shire 
and Minister Crisifulli had promised to support our efforts to do so, if we could decide in the interim where 
we wanted to go. In the meantime of course we will have paid for the whole disruptive exercise in futility 
and will face going through it yet again. All unnecessary, and due to politicians’ vanity.

Both the Minister and Mr Trout clearly do not get that Kuranda and Districts residents and ratepayers are 
deeply unhappy at being saddled with the costs of a promise by the Premier to the disaffected Mareeba 
group; a promise which he has determined to keep in spite of all evidence that Mareeba cannot stand by 
itself without vast infusions of outside money; a promise which will cost us dearly.

The attendees united in sending messages to the Minister via Michael Trout that what has happened was 
totally unacceptable to us and in directing our local Member to work with our newly re-formed Residents 
and Ratepayers Association, a group which was overwhelmingly endorsed by the meeting. The group’s 
charter is to represent, research and campaign for a better deal for Kuranda and to broker a “New Deal” 
with Minister Crisifulli and Premier Newman, including improved representation of Kuranda’s interests in 
any new Local Government model.

      

See also Page 17

 – The Editorial Committee

Background information 

about the campaign 

can be found on 

www.KurandaSaysNo.info 

and

www.facebook.com/

KurandaSaysNo 

Above: Jenny Jensen answering
a question.

Left: Local member Michael Trout attempting to defend the indefensible.
Anne Clarke & Syd Walker

Gerald Hobbler, Chairman of 
DTAC, welcoming guests.

Robert Matthews, Chairman of Meeting
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Issues with Charges for Bus Transport for 
School Children from the Warrill Drive 

and Fallon Road Areas
Last week our children were left on the side of the road at the bus 
stop on the corner of Warrill Drive and the Kennedy Highway, 
after the new bus company, who provide transport to and from 
the School, refused to transport them to School without paying. 

Our children have never had to pay for their ride to School 
in the last six plus years that we have lived here. We received 
no notification of any changes to the transport provider, nor 
any information on the proposed introduction of fees for their 
transport, not from the Department of Transport, nor the bus 
company. Subsequently the driver of the bus has been officially 
reprimanded for his actions; especially in light of the recent 
Media reports surrounding Daniel Morcombe.

We would be happy for our children to either walk or ride 
a bicycle to School; however there are no safe accessible routes 
to and from the School from Warrill Drive, as the Kennedy 
Highway does not provide any safe route, footpaths, bicycle 
routes, or safe crossing points anywhere near here. On top of 
that, having another $100.00 dollars per fortnight added to our 
already straining budget is unacceptable.

We have been in contact with the Department of Transport, 
who were extremely arrogant and very unhelpful, stating that 
we are not eligible for the subsidy due to the distance that we 
live from the School, (700 metres short of the boundary for free 
travel), regardless of the lack of safety for children to access 
their local school. So we are now asking for our local member, 
Michael Trout, to assist us, and will be contacting the Minister 
for Transport if he is not capable of assisting.

We are sure that we are not the only family in the Warrill 
Drive/Fallon Road area that has been affected by this sudden 
and unannounced change; and therefore ask that you contact 
us at marshallmum65@hotmail.com if you would like to 
assist with making a change.

   Andrew Marshall, Kuranda

Well Done TRC
The TRC draft planning scheme seems to be a cause of great 
angst for some residents. I on the other hand am delighted by 
this modern plan. It clearly reflects the work of community 
groups who put countless hours of unpaid time into this with 
the aim to protect our future. So it is satisfying to see the fruit 
of all this hard work.

One could get the impression that the plan is being rejected 
by the public but of course people voice their concerns more 
when they are unhappy but easily forget to applaud a good 
thing. So well done everyone who worked on the draft. 
Apart from some adjustments to make the mapping of the 
Biodiversity Areas Overlay and the Bushfire Hazard Overlay 
more accurate, which can easily be done with the help of the 
community, it is a great tool produced by a very inclusive 
process. 
   Nadine O’Brien, Koah

“Landslide” Result?
To call the de-amalgamation result a “landslide” as the 
Mareeba Express did is surely an exaggeration. The result 
came down to 850 YES votes that if they voted NO the result 
would have been to stay with the TRC.

In the Kuranda area 8 out of 10 people voted no, so why 
was the vote so different in Mareeba?

A clue can be found in a letter to The Cairns Post [March 
18, 2013] from Mareeba resident Dick Eussen where he 
said he was subject, via numerous phone calls, to a tirade 
of intimidation and abuse for speaking out against de-
amalgamation.

He said “there was also name calling, abuse and 
intimidation at meetings” directed at anyone who questioned 
the wisdom of de-amalgamation.

A resident from Kuranda, who attended a meeting in 
Mareeba, raised the record of lack of transparency and 
appalling malpractice of the previous Mareeba Shire Council 
and was soundly abused, told to grow up and go back to 
Kuranda and later it was said that “greenies” should be shot. 

Now that sort of behavior would have influenced some 
of the voters but far more would have been misled by the 
false claims and distortions in the advertisements and 
letters originating from the Mareeba Advocates for De-
amalgamation [MAD] group. 

A popular one was Mareeba was propping up the southern 
shires whereas it provided 44% of the revenue and it received 
54% of the infrastructure spending, $34.3M has been spent 
to date on roads, drainage, bridges etc.in the north to upgrade 
the MSC infrastructure and only $29.6M in the south.

The group claimed rates soared under the TRC where 
in fact rates increased by 8% to pay for the $12M cost of 
amalgamation and just 3.8% in the last budget. 

Mr Borzi and his MAD men [and one MAD woman] 
claimed Mareeba has no voice whereas TRC has 8 councilors 
and a mayor, 3 have their divisions entirely within the old 
MSC and another 2 have parts of their divisions within the 
old MSC, that’s 5 out of 8.

 As far as finance is concerned the Queensland Treasury 
Corporation have warned de-amalgamation would result in 
a unwarranted financial burden on ratepayers but the group 
claimed the figures wrong and used a consultant’s report as 
justification and as many know, consultants will provide the 
results they are paid for.

The Minister and the Government have consistently 
referred to the vote of March 9 as a ‘Referendum’. Under the 
usual rules required for a referendum to be won a “significant 
majority” is required.

In any reasonable person’s understanding 60% does not 
constitute a significant majority especially when the electorate 
were subject to intimidation and abuse for speaking out 
against de-amalgamation and the community inundated with 
false and misleading claims in advertising prior to March 9th. 

There are many in the community that urge Minister 
Crisafulli to revisit this whole de-amalgamation issue for 
the Tableland Regional Council as it is clear that, within the 
scope of his original criteria, a resurrected MSC would not 
be able to provide the same or better level of service as the 
current council provides to the ratepayers of the Tableland. 

            Pat Daly

Has anyone noticed there is an ESSAY COMPETITION every 
month in the “Magic Club”? There have been some good 

prizes with more yet to come. A family pass to Green Island, 
helicopter joy ride, $50 gift voucher for electronic toys, 

horse riding, a return family pass on Skyrail plus 
an entry to the Mareeba Rodeo.

See this month’s challenge on page 28.

Simple Mathematics
Vince Randazzo completely miscalculates voting numbers when  
he claims that if Kuranda residents united in supporting one  
candidate there would be no reason why we couldn’t have a  
representative in the new (Mareeba) council. In 2004, I  
stood as a candidate in a non-divisional Mareeba Shire  
Council to specifically demonstrate how impossible it was  
for a Kuranda candidate to get a seat on council. While I  
was supported by around 70% of Kuranda voters, pretty good  
I’d have thought, my score didn’t even come near the lowest  
score for a candidate to win a seat, even if you  
extrapolated the score to 100%. You would need to have a  
score of around 5000. The maths are simple: Kuranda has  
around 2757 voters while Mareeba has some 12,327. Clearly,  
without hefty (and unlikely) support from Mareeba voters,  
Kuranda can never have a representative on a non-divisional  
Mareeba council.

Cr Evan McGrath has been heard to say that with Mareeba only  
having two reps on the TRC, it’s impossible to be heard. Yes,  
councillor, now you know how Kuranda has felt all these years.

    Jax Bergersen, Kuranda

Jum Rum Creek
The Jum Rum Creek Causeway on Fallon Road, Kuranda, 
is forecast to re-open by Friday, 10 May 2013, weather 
permitting. Delays to the project have been due to flood 
events over recent months, resulting in re-works taking place.

Ian Church
Chief Executive Officer
Tablelands Regional Council
PO Box 573
Atherton Qld 4883 www.trc.qld.gov.au
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Celebrate Easter at Kuranda
Kuranda will host the inaugural Great Easter Egg Drop on Easter Saturday (March 30) showering 
people visiting the Village in the Rainforest with 5000 Easter eggs throughout the day.

Tourism Kuranda Executive Officer Marc Sleeman said the Easter Bunny would be up on a raised mobile 
platform in Centenary Park dropping 1000 Easter eggs every hour from 11.00am to 3.00pm.

“We are adding a Scottish flavour to Kuranda’s Easter in the Park celebrations this year with the popular NQ 
Scots band performing at 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 1.30pm and 2.30pm,” he said.

“They call themselves the NQ Scots, but don’t let the kilts and bagpipes fool you, they are not your ordinary 
Scottish band.

“Keyboards, bass, mandolin, bouzouki, banjo and even Japanese taiko drums are among the assorted 
instruments wielded by this fun-loving band of 13 as they add a twist to favourites like Amazing Grace.”

NQ Scots musical director and Kuranda local Fraser Martin has promised memorable performances in 
Centenary Park which will spur the audience into the occasional bout of the Highland fling. 

Easter in the Park is a full day of free entertainment at Centenary Park from 10.00am to 4.00pm and there 
will be street performers roving throughout the Village in the Rainforest.

The entertainment includes a magic show, face painter, two jumping castles, kids’ games, as well as horse 
and carriage rides. 

Join in the egg and spoon race at 11.15am, horse shoe throwing competition at 12.15pm or the massive thong 
throwing competition at 1.15pm.

“It’s a great day out in Kuranda and with the markets operating, great boutique and arts and crafts shopping 
plus 23 restaurants and cafes to choose from, there is plenty to do,” Mr Sleeman said.

Kuranda’s Easter in the Park is at Centenary Park 
from 10.00am to 4.00pm on March 30.

21
97

For further information  
call 4093 9311 or visit  
www.kuranda.org

Kuranda Easter 
Colouring Competition

Easter Saturday celebrations 

Name _________________________________________________________

Age _____________________ Phone _______________________________

Address _______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________
This competition is open to all children attending the Kuranda Easter Celebrations  
on the Saturday 30th March 2013. All entries must be handed into the Kuranda  
Visitor Information Centre on the day of the event – 10am to 4pm. Kuranda Visitor 
Information Centre is located in Centenary Park, Therwine Street Kuranda.

Kuranda Easter 

Under 
4 

years

Skyrail Rainforest Cableway 

One way family pass (2a & 2c) 

12 month Skyrail Rainforest 

Foundation Membership

Kuranda Scenic Railway 

One way family pass  

(2a & 2c)

Friends in the Rainforest 

Kuranda Koala Gardens & 

Birdworld Kuranda family 

pass (2a & 2c combo pass)

5-9
years

Skyrail Rainforest Cableway  
One way family pass (2a & 2c) 
12 month Skyrail Rainforest 
Foundation Membership
Kuranda Scenic Railway  
One way family pass (2a & 2c)
Friends in the Rainforest 
Kuranda Koala Gardens & 
Birdworld Kuranda family pass  
(2a & 2c combo pass)

10 
years 
& over

Skyrail Rainforest Cableway  

One way family pass (2a & 2c) 

12 month Skyrail Rainforest 

Foundation Membership

Kuranda Scenic Railway  

One way family pass (2a & 2c)

Friends in the Rainforest 

Kuranda Koala Gardens  

& Birdworld Kuranda family pass  

(2a & 2c combo pass)

Great 
Prizes! 

Kids
Enter the 

Kuranda Easter Colouring Competition. 
Download an A4 version of the poster from 

www.kuranda.org

In Response to Owen Barnes’s Comment
Mr Barnes raises some very valid issues in regards 
to our community here in Kuranda [The Kuranda 
Paper, March 2013].

We all live here for, hopefully, all the same reasons 
and that is to live together happily, bring our children 
up in a safe and loving environment and to share and 
help each other whenever we are in need.

Many of us travel down the range to work, myself 
included, however I prefer to see it as “living in 
Kuranda” and just “working down the hill”, not living 
our lives down the hill and sleeping in Kuranda. If you 
calculate an average work day of 12 hours from when 
you leave the house to when you return, five days a week 
for 48 weeks of the year, then you would be spending 
2880 hours at work and 5856 hours in Kuranda.

People who work part time down the hill, do 
they feel any less guilt than what I am supposed to 
feel in regards to the extra cost and burden on the 
environment? Yes, two days a week that will fix the 
problem.

The additional expenses and cost to the environment 
that is involved in working down the hill is greater I 
agree, but so is flying overseas for a holiday instead of 
spending that time with family here locally. A five star 
resort in the Daintree would surely agree.

We also need to remember that not all the teachers 
in KDSC live locally. They may have to drive up the hill 
to educate our precious children. Should they feel guilty 
and leave KDSC because of all the associated costs in 
getting to work? Are there any children in Candlenut 
who only go to school here but live down the hill? 
Should they be made to feel guilty about the decision 
they have made or the circumstances they are in?

Having my children in a school down the hill does 
not alienate them from their friends in Kuranda. It 
enriches their lives and everyone else connected. They 
meet new friends and invite them up to play and socialise 
and it broadens their experiences. It allows them to 
accept other people and their circumstances. Families 
invite new families up to show them what a beautiful 
place we live in. They spend the afternoon together, 
swim in the river together, have a BBQ together with 
our Kuranda friends. It may even encourage them to 
make the move, settle into the lifestyle and enrol their 
children in a local school. It shouldn’t separate us from 
them. So Owen, put your dummy back in, come over 
and sit back down and finish your beer.

I say we are ambassadors for Kuranda. We go out 
into the real world and spread the good word about 
how great it is to live in Kuranda. Given the choice, I 
would rather work in Cairns and live in Kuranda than 
to live in Cairns and have to work in Kuranda – not 
that there’s anything wrong with working in Kuranda.

    – Anonymous
[Name and address supplied, but writer asked to be 
anonymous.]

Letters

Kuranda District 
Chamber of Commerce
Our April meeting is right after the Easter holiday 
weekend.

DATE: WEDNESDAY 3 APRIL

VENUE: THE KURANDA HOTEL

TIME: 4.30PM

If you are not already a member, you are most 
welcome to attend the meeting and join the new and 
proactive Kuranda District Chamber of Commerce.

Mike Took,
Treasurer/Secretary        
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Your local 
Kuranda Paper 
is produced by a 
volunteer team.

Printing and 
other business 
expenses are 

paid for by our 
advertisers.

Please support 
our advertisers.

Vicki’s 
Alterations 

and 
New Creations
Over 30 years’ experience

No Project too big 
or too small.

Reasonable
rates.

Phone
0400 791 345  or  4093 8976

Do you enjoy gardening and plants?

Saturday 6th April at 2.00pm
Visit

Leonie Jennings’
beautiful garden at

72 Slape Road, Mareeba
The garden was recently open with Open Gardens Australia.
Meet at 1.40pm near the railway crossing on MacIver Road, 
first on the right on the Kennedy Highway heading south.

Please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea. 
Encourage your friends to join us.

Phone David or Graham 4093 9492 
dpsgkp@people.net.au

Kuranda Raw Materials and Earthmoving
47 Myola Road, Kuranda

To all our valued customers
Due to unforseen circumstances Kuranda Raw Materials has changed our phone 

number. The new phone number is

4093 7247
We apologise for any inconvenience and wish to continue working with you in all 

your raw materials and earthmoving needs. Thank you.

Ron & John Grego

PROGRAM FOR
ANZAC DAY 

25th April 2013 
IN KURANDA

Everyone is welcome to join the Kuranda RSL sub branch at 
5.30am at the Kuranda Railway Station for the 

Dawn Service.
Railway Station toilets and disabled access will be available.

O/C of the Dawn Service all are welcome to a gunfire breakfast available 
on the railway platform with Brian and Gayle from Queensland Rail again 

providing their time and cooking expertise, 
of which we are eternally grateful. 

The Anzac Day March begins at the Kuranda Post Office 
(gather at 10am for a 10.15am start)

The march is organised on the day by Mick Forde, 
any enquiries to Mick 4093 9005 / 0412 126 204

All groups and individuals are welcome to march, 
see Mick on the day.

The March goes to our park where the Anzac Day Main Service begins at 
approximately 10.30am. With the help of the Tablelands Regional Council 

we are lucky to be able to provide marquees for sun and rain protection.

With the RSL's gratitude, the Kuranda SES will host some citizens who will 
provide a sausage sizzle and drinks after the Service 

so we can all gather for a yarn. 
Don't forget the umbrellas.

Any individual or groups are welcome and encouraged to lay a wreath or 
flowers etc at any of the ceremonies.

Again this year Father Chris Wright will officiate at both services.

Please come to all or any of our Anzac Day activities, 
everyone is welcome.

If anybody has a special need for transport, seating or anything at all please 
leave a message for Mick Forde : 0412 126 204 

or Adrian Joffrey : 0429 937 257
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For plant sourcing, identification or general gardening questions, 
contact Alectura C/- Kuranda Paper or

email wortwoad@optusnet.com.au

APRIL and the rains, though somewhat scant, have put new life 
into the gardens. With the drier, cooler months ahead, mulch is again the 
order of the day. I have recently spent endless time extracting numerous 

Flame of the Forest seedlings from one missed plant seeded from the vine I had 
removed four years ago that had wandered off into the rainforest verge, germinated 
and flowered this summer.

Yes, a tropical beauty, but potentially another introduced plant threat to our 
forests. Vigilance must be exercised at all times in bringing any new plant into the 
garden, as so many plant introductions have the potential to become invasive, as 
was the case with Miconia calvescens. 

Plant of the Month: Amorphophallus paeoniifolius, the Elephant Yam, 
belongs to the Aroid family, Araceae. [Amorphophallus meaning shapeless penis 
and paeoniifolius with Peony-like foliage]. Like all members of the Aroid family, its 
inflorescence consists of a fleshy spike of small flowers (spadix), usually subtended 
by a large bract (spathe) – think Arum Lily or Anthurium to get the general idea.

 Amorphophallus paeoniifolius occurs in a broad sweep from India through to 
North Queensland and the Northern Territory where seasonally, in the warmer 
months, it produces its large single inflorescence near ground level, followed by a 
solitary leaf. It then dies back in the cooler months to a large underground corm 
which may weigh up to 10kg.

The inflorescence is bizarre as the pictures show and its pungent odour, 
reminiscent of rotting flesh, attracts pollinating carrion flies and beetles. Definitely 
not for bouquets or to be planted near the house. The emerging solitary leaf divided 
into many leaflets, can reach over 2m and is carried on an attractive blotched stem. 

 Easily grown as potted 
or garden subject, it needs 
a rich, well-drained soil in a 
sheltered, humid position.

The corm needs to be 
planted well below the 
soil surface to give the 
plant stability with good 
watering and feeding 
during the growing season 
but cut right back during 
dormancy.

A high phosphorus 
fertilizer (NPK 15,30,15) 
best suits maximum 
growth and health of the 
plant.

 Propagation is from offsets of the corm or by fresh seed easily germinated in a 
slightly acidic seed raising mix. Nematodes are its major pest, quickly destroying 
the corm.

Definitely one for the collector of the strange and odd and a good, easy plant to 

introduce the children to Nature’s wonders but be warned, remember that stench 
and position the plant wisely! 

Dear Alain, Pachypodiums are relatively easy plants to grow as potted subjects 
or outdoors in the right climates (warm and dry). As you can guess, drainage, 
drainage, drainage is the key and potting mix and planting site needs to reflect this. 
Probably Pachypodium lamerei and rutenbergianum are best to start your collection 
with as these species seem a little more tolerant to humidity. 
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The Entire History of European Art in a Wrap
- A Timeline of Art

To talk about a time-line without rhyme would be a crime
So I’m telling you now this is how it’s gonna be.

- Prehistoric Period: Art before written history (40,000 BCE)
It all started back before historee, about Forty Thousand years BCE
When a neolith named Dave started painting in a cave because he couldn’t catch a buffalo for tea.
Twenty Thousand years later an ancient art creator was putting out but couldn’t get no luck
So he carved a girl in stone, he didn’t want to be alone, and now all his descendants run amok.

- Greek Art: Archaic Period (700–500 BCE)
Then around Seven Hundred BCE
Archaic Greek statues showed how formal life should be.
They’re sombre… stiff… dreary… and dank...
They make a person look just like a plank.

- Greek Art: Classical Period (600–350 BCE)
A hundred years later the Greeks got smart, they put a bit of class into their art.
Ideal proportion as has never been seen, they built their temples to the Golden Mean.

- Greek Art: Hellenistic Period (338–31 BCE)
The next age of art that I’m tellin’ is named after a Greek babe called Helen.
She must have been sweet, she must have been fi ne
Coz the statues they made were so full of line, a moment captured in time,
To shine a light on the divine, while they sip on their wine.

- Early Christian: Byzantine (4th century–1453)
From 400 AD to 1453 Byzantine Christian art just cant be free
One Thousand years of dogma and supernatural fears,
So they build it big and they build it grand and their fi gures politically upright stand,
And their size and their position shows their status in the land.

- Early Christian: Celtic Art (5th–12th century)
Meanwhile down on the Britannic Isles the Celts have come up with some original styles
They put detail in their detail and detail in that too
And roughly what a fractal is, is something that they knew.
There’s lots of knots of life entwined and animals of every kind, one’s that do no harm
And in our present era folks tattoo them on their arm.

- Renaissance: Proto-Renaissance (1280–1400)
By the year of 1280 the Proto-Renaissance was brewing in the consciousness of man
And artists like Giotto were doing what they can to break the formal structure,
To bring their art to life so a painting of the Virgin would look like someone’s wife.

- Renaissance: Italian Early Renaissance (1400–1475)
At last in Fourteen Hundred came a style most effective
The artists of that era paint in linear perspective
Uccello was the famous one, he did dramatic scenes
He made the distant fi gures look like tiny fi gurines.

- Renaissance: Italian High Renaissance (1475–1525)
Now the Italian High Renaissance in 1475 has caused the local art scene to fi nally come alive,
With perspective and with lighting, for drama they would try
Then Leonardo introduced some smoke, and the Renaissance then got high.

- Renaissance: Northern Renaissance (1500–1615) France
Then in 1500 the Renaissance went up North,
It went to France, it went to Spain, and to Germany of course,
And even good old Flanders felt this new artistic force.
Landscapes in France now start to appear but Lorrain and Poussin make it very clear
That without strange beasts and some ruins chucked in too
A landscape painting would not be nice to view.

- Renaissance: Northern Renaissance (1500–1615) Germany
In Germany things were much the same but religious art was still the main game,
Where Jesus and Mary and old man Joe, now looking more real, were stars of the show.

- Renaissance: Northern Renaissance (1500–1615) Spain
And El Grecko the Greek, he painted in Spain. His paintings were bent as if in pain
Strong contrasts of colour and varying tone and dramatic lighting just had to be shown.

- Renaissance: Northern Renaissance (1500–1615) Flemish
And just when we thought the renaissance was done the Flems came up with an interesting one.
Through the eye of van Eyck we see past the dyke to the clock on the wall or the boy down the hall,
No matter how small, he focused them all. What a gall.

- Baroque: Flemish (1575–1600)
It’s 1575 and the Flems are still not done. They Baroque all the rules and started having fun.
They went quite turbulent for 25 years, painting like they’d had a few too many beers.
While Rubens the artist had nothing else to do but paint all the animals he saw in the zoo.
He put them all on the canvas not just a few.

- Baroque: Dutch (1600–1750)
And the Dutch… they went Baroque too.

- Romanticism
Late into the 18th centuree Romanticism came from across the sea.
It came to England and America too, and it came to Spain just for the view.

- Romanticism (late 18th to mid 19th century) Spain
And the Spanish art solution was to paint the revolution
So they painted with galore all the colours of the war.

- Romanticism (late 18th to mid 19th century) America
While in America the country was the scene. They did it brown and they did it green.

- Romanticism (late 18th to mid 19th century) England
Now Britannia rules the waves so they put them on their canvas all tragic and heroic and all that,
And then to make it sweet they’d paint a countryside retreat, outside - a horse, a cow, a cat.

- Impressionism (1867–1886)
1867 Wow! Impressionism’s here, and art has fi nally broken free.
Artists painting what they knew of light to capture what they see.
Lautrec, he trekked though Paris and painted in the dives
He painted people in the bars living out their lives.

- Post-Impressionism (1880–1920)
But only 13 years later Post-Impressionism fl ourished,
Impressionism was “too loose” now structure must be nourished.

- Post-Impressionism: Pointillism/Divisionism (1880s)
And how too make the light seem right Seurat soon got the point,
That light is made of lots and lots of tiny coloured spots and dots
So he put them on his canvas from his little painting pots.

- Cubism (1907–1911)
In the early Nineteen Hundreds any artists worth a mention
Unfold objects on the canvas, adding a dimension

They painted all the angles, people looking like a cube
So Cubists paint a square where they should have done a boob.

- Futurism (1909–1916)
Italians now looked to the future and their art became a whore
With industrial speed and vision, peace went out the door
They painted things to die for and glorifi ed their war.

- Dada (1916–1922)
From 1916 to 1922 the Dada way of doing art was a Dada thing to do.
They took a plain old object, like a dunny can or two,
And stuck it in a frame, but people still said, poo.

- Expressionism (1905–1925)
During all this time Post-impressionism was just fi ne but they had to draw the line
So in time it became a crime to make a line real fi ne.
Strong subjective colours, distortions to the max, emphatic marks of meaning
And walls with lots of cracks, Expressionism now strikes back.

- Suprematism (1913–1919)
And although it might seem mental, Malevich went transcendental
He had seen the great Supreme so he painted all in cream, he wouldn’t even use green,
And he painted us a square. To me that’s obscene.

- Surrealism (1929–1930s)
Now 1929 was the time for time itself to melt, at least that’s what Salvador Dali felt,
Melting watches with an elephant seal. My god, art has become Surreal.

- Abstract Expressionism (1940–1960s)
From the very start of world war 2 right up to the time when the sixties were new,
Abstract Expressionism was the thing to do.
While Pollock’s Blue Poles did it for some, the ignorant naturally thought it was dumb.

- Pop Art (1950–1960s)
Now that the fi fties had fi nally come, Pop Art popped out of Andy Worhol’s thumb.
He painted things that were so very common then. He did Marilyn Monroe, again and again.
But Andy he had no Jackie oh so he was free to go and go.

- Op Art (1960s)
So Pop Art was all about taking out the P, well that gives us Op Art in Nineteen Sixtee,
But don’t go falling into artistical confusion, Op Art is all about optical illusion.
Optical patterns that jump all about and leave all our senses in a state of doubt.

- Land Art (late 1960s–1970s)
Land Art was next but it wasn’t very smart. It was all too big and done without heart.
Bulldozers carving up tranquillitee just so’s an artist can say look at me.

- Conceptual Art (1960s–1970s)
Conceptual Art is a nice new start. It’s all about challenging the concept of art.
That the concept of the art is more important than the art, well that’s a good place to start.

- Neo-Expressionism (late 1970s–early 80s)
And just when you thought art had had it’s day, a fresh new expressionism made it’s way.
Neo-Expressionism tried all it could to make some art that just wasn’t good,
And it failed just as it should.

- Postmodernism (1980s – ?)
Then from the 1980’s right up to now the Post-Modern artists are showing us how,
How we are deceived by what we take for granted and into our minds new thoughts are planted.

Dear Members and Friends,
Our Annual General Meeting was 
held on Sunday 24th February 
where a Committee for 2013 
was elected by the members.
Many thanks to the outgoing 
Committee of 2012 for their 
hard work and dedication to the 
Amphitheatre. It was a very busy year!
The 2013 Committee members are:
President - Ian Cannon
Secretary - Liza Dewey
Treasurer - Mandy Dewey
Bar - Anika Betts
Caretaker/Ground - Gabriel Gibson
Committee Member - Sonya Richardson
Committee Member - Lunar Moon
Welcome to new members!
...and a reminder to all 2012 members 
that 2013 membership is now due.
You can obtain a Membership Form 
from: ---  www.kurandaamphitheatre.org
or at ‘The Honey House’, Therwine Street, 
Kuranda.
The Amphitheatre is a multi-purpose 
community arts venue, voluntarily 
managed by the people of Kuranda since 
its inception in the late 1970’s.

We’re still powering ahead
over 30 years later.

Your membership assists the Society 
in keeping this unique place in our 
hearts and ensuring not only its 

existence in our village, but that it 
� ourishes for generations to come....
KAS is a multicultural and diverse 
Society which creates a sense of 
community and a sense of place and 
pride, knowing that you have helped in 
some way.   Our members bring many 
talents, expertise and great ideas to the 
Amphitheatre.   Volunteering   your time 
and e� ort ensures its sustainability....
KAS Thanks You!

Our � rst Members Night is 
Saturday 6th April 

Come and dance the night away with ‘The 
Montgomery Brothers’ and special guests 
‘The Lawson Moon Band’.

Door & Bar opens @ 6.30pm
Members $10 - Guests $15

Become a member on the night and entry 
is free! See you there!
Check out www.kurandaamphitheatre.
org for our upcoming events!
(Just a reminder that as we are a 
voluntarily run organisation, our onsite 
o�  ce is unattended most of the time,
however support enquiries are accessed 
by the admin team on a daily basis).
For all Enquiries and Support please go 
to www.kurandaamphitheatre.org 
Your enquiry will be assigned to the 
appropriate area.
Thank you,

THE KAS ADMIN TEAM

Amphitheatre News

So what’s happening with the arts in Kuranda 
these days? What, with Focus Theatre “out of focus”, 
Loony Poets “gone crazy”, the Camera Club “fl ickered 
out” long ago, there must be some cultural outlets 
happening to take their places. If there is, please let 

us know at mail@kurandapaper.com so we can let Kuranda and the 
rest of the world know about it too, otherwise you might see more 
of my “poetry” here. Sorry about that. Next month we will be back 

on track featuring one or two new local artists. Meanwhile let us 
know of any events, exhibitions etc, for publication. Send us your 
art, poetry, photographs, anything.
The “Art Wrap” (above) was inspired by one of my tutors at James 
Cook Uni. It is historically accurate and addresses the key features of 
each art period with humour. It could become an animation one day. 
We learn best when we’re enjoying it. Have a great April, Art Lovers! 
For May, less words, more pictures,             seren.

All 
is 

Art

Arts
pageArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsthe

The Entire History of European Art in a Wrap

ageageageageageArtsArtsArtsArtsArtsArtstheArtstheArtsArtstheArtstheArtstheArtsArtstheArtstheArtsArtsArts
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The Kuranda Paper is an independent 
community newspaper published on the 
last Thursday of the month, by a team 
of volunteers. Advertising revenue pays 

for printing and office expenses and 
donations/grants to community groups 
and projects as determined by the KMA 

management committee.
Please support the local advertisers in 

The Kuranda Paper.
Please see page 2 for further details.

Forests or Fenceposts?
Concerned by media reports indicating the new State Government plans to re-start native forest logging in this 
area, FoE Kuranda has been making inquiries to clarify government policy.

Kuranda State Forest was specifically mentioned in these press reports, so naturally our questions focused on 
this. So far, the Liberal-National Government has refused to say when it intends to log, where it intends to log and 
how much timber it intends to take from the forest. It refuses to show harvesting plans or guarantee there will be 
prior notification of logging. Perhaps there are no harvesting plans at all?

Government spokespeople insist, however, that logging operations will be “sustainable”. This is rather like 
a food manufacturer insisting that its products are "healthy" – while refusing to say what they contain and how 
they're made. Is there any economic case for logging Kuranda State Forest? One comment made in the course of 
inquiries was that we shouldn't be alarmed because they'd “probably only take a few fence posts”.

State Forests are public assets. They have multiple values. The values of State Forests in our area have yet to be 
adequately assessed. Yet the Government hasn't even assured the public that we'll be notified in advance before 
logging starts.

People around Kuranda know our forests are rich with biodiversity and other important values, biological and 
cultural. A proper environmental and cultural impact assessment must be commissioned of these ecotone forests 
– which are threatened  ecosystems – before making plans to log them. Having failed so far to get straight answers 
about this, FoE Kuranda will now be writing to the Premier. It will be an open letter and we'll keep this community 
informed of any reply we receive. 

The Best Council For Kuranda
FoE Kuranda believes our area should be governed by a council that is transparent in its processes and gives 
Kuranda adequate representation. We support the community campaign that has emerged to ensure that Kuranda 
is given a choice as to which council it joins, having voted overwhelmingly against de-amalgamating.

To find out more see http://kurandasaysno.info/voice/ 

Next FoE Kuranda Meeting 
Sunday 21 April Rec Centre Fallon Rd 11.30am

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME
– just ring Pat Daly on 4093 8509, email info@foekuranda.org

or sign up for our newsletter at www.foekuranda.org



John Murry: The Graceless Age  www.johnmurry.com  If you feel angry, heart-broken, 
lost and utterly incapable of venting your feelings and letting out the pain, then John 
Murry’s your man. No fun here, no hope, no joy. Just pure pain and roars of anguish – an 
animal in a trap, not a whimper to be heard. This is strong, fierce and has a raw beauty that 

has perhaps never been expressed so honestly.
There, if that hasn’t turned you off, welcome. 

John Murry is a poet of high degree with a strong 
raw-edged voice that holds its dignity regardless. 
What love has done to this man…

The music is country-edged rock full and 
expansive, rolling into walls of sound back 
dropping the voice and the words perfectly.

Listen to track 3 “Little Coloured Balloons” 
and you’ll never feel sorry for yourself again. 

Magnificent, powerful and darkly beautiful… Here is a man! Exposed…

Corb Lund: Cabin Fever  www.corblund.com

A Canadian mountain man. Doing 90 miles 
an hour on a German motorcycle to meet the 
kind of girl you find in a country metal punk 
rock band. He’s gettin’ down on the mountain 
‘cause he don’t wanna be round when the shit 
goes down. Just leave a bible on the dash for 
the cops to see – works wonders.

And she’s living in a tiny 4th floor flat but 
there’s times when a thousand acres in the 
Rocky Mountains just can’t compete with that. 
Through a tear in the social fabric, getting a 
view of the promised land.

A strong voice, very much the mountain outlaw, good humour bubbling throughout. 
Could well be the the best rural-rock album ever! Drink it like you mean it – just pour ‘em 
kinda strong, and the one left in the chamber oughtta do it.

May you always have cows around. Go on… you know you want to check it out. Up 
here on the mountain, watching it all come down…

 KURANDA GIG GUIDE
MARCH/APRIL

GOOD FRIDAY 29TH MARCH
The Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

* THE HILLBILLY GOATS *
Beer, wine & spirits available
Seafood Dinner $20 per person

Music from 6.00pm 
Free Entry

~~~
SATURDAY 6TH APRIL
Kuranda Amphitheatre

The Understage
* THE MONTGOMERY BROTHERS *

supported by 
* THE LAWSON MOON BAND *

Doors & Bar Open 6.30pm
Meals available

Entry: Members $10/Guests $15

The Barron Falls Hotel
# KARAOKE #

~~~
FRIDAY 12TH APRIL
The Barron Falls Hotel

* THE LAWSON MOON BAND *
7.00pm till late

Courtesy Coach available
~~~

FRIDAY 19TH APRIL
The Barron Falls Hotel

# FINGERPRINT *
7.00pm till late

Courtesy Coach available
~~~

SATURDAY 20TH APRIL
The Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

* DAVEY SIMONY *
supported by

* KAELA & MUNGALLI *
6.00-10.00pm

~~~
SATURDAY 20TH APRIL
The Barron Falls Hotel

# KARAOKE #
~~~

FRIDAY 26TH APRIL
The Kuranda Rainforest Retreat

* CLARKETOWN *
Music from 6.00pm

Free Entry

MUSIC PAGE
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The Boogies

THE boogie brothers 
    cd reviews

The Montgomery Brothers know how to captivate an 
audience! Without fail, you’ll be left with a bad case of jaw 

drop after experiencing their virtuosity on the fretboard and Cajon. 
The Montgomery Brothers play in the style of Tommy & Phil 

Emmanuel, Chet Atkins, George Benson, Brad Paisley, Joe Robinson, Ric 
Montgomery and many other Jazz/Blues/Country greats. 

These two young men take their classic, timeless inspirations and 
transform them into a music experience that will entertain even the 
most diverse audiences. They are currently working on their first ever 
instrumental CD, including many originals. Be sure to check out their 
exciting show at the Understage – they have such great character, 
cheeky smiles, and enough talent to take the old boys to school! 

With special guest support

The Lawson Moon Band!

Opening the entertainment on the evening are popular 
K-town musicians, The Lawson Moon Band.

Local identities Lunar Moon and John Lawson share a variety of 
experience.  A highly energetic duo playing a blend of acoustic rock 
fueled with percussive beats and powerful harmonies. The band has 

played locally in Cairns and the region and are currently working on an 
album to be released soon, with a blend of popular contemporary rock 
and a selection of original songs.  Not to be missed…

So be sure to come along to the first Amphitheatre Understage 
gig for 2013. Join as a Kuranda Amphitheatre member on the night 
and get in for free!! (Check the Gig Guide for more details)

What’s on at the Amphi
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Saturday 6th April

The Montgomery Brothers
Members Night at the Understage

Celebrating 10 mighty years, the 
organisers are proud to announce 

Bobby Alu and Oka amongst the 
headliners of Kuranda Roots Festival 2013. 

Also confirmed are two of the best indigenous 
reggae bands in the country: Zennith & Black 
Rising, as well as electronic acts Bumble, LubDub, 
Marz, Andy Dub and Hostile Takeover – featuring 
producer Nick 1, rapper D KazMan (Dubmarine) 
and Australia’s Dancehall Queen Nadiah Idris. 

Building on a ten-year tradition of quality 
cultural, community festival experience, 
Kuranda Roots has expanded to three glorious 
days overflowing with workshops, markets, 
music, art, storytelling, dance, circus, singing, 
culture and as always, a boss selection of bands 
and DJ’s.

With a line-up looking like a who’s who of 
the country’s finest reggae, dub, soul, world 
and sound system culture, Kuranda Roots’ 10th 
anniversary is not a festival to be missed.

Headliner Bobby Alu’s world‐class island soul, 

afro rhythms, smooth harmony, coconuts, pop and good 
vibes has taken the Aussie Roots music scene by storm… 
an act epitomising the Kuranda Roots vibe.
“Perhaps not to the fans, who knew their infectious world beats 
and Pacific sound, but certainly for Woodford organisers, the 

Unexpected Success award has to go to Bobby Alu. With people crammed 
into the tent and dancing out into the festival streets at each of his three 
sets, Bobby brought the percussive beats that Woodfordians crave.”

Wild three piece OKA have the 
world (literally) dancing at their feet…
Their infectious signature sound and 
unforgettable live reputation powerfully 
unites indigenous cultural flavours via 
amplified didgeridoo, slide guitar, soaring 
flutes and juju rhythms. The momentum 
surrounding OKA in the festival scene is 
huge, and Kuranda Roots are excited to 
have their unique musical flavours setting 
the tone for an unforgettable festival of 
culture, community and the country’s 
finest music. Stay tuned for more artist 
announcements.

Applications to perform, volunteer, 
host workshops or have a market stall at 
www.kurandaroots.com. 

Early Bird Tickets available now from 
www.rudekatrecords.com

Kuranda Roots Festival
14-16th June, at the Billabong, Kuranda.



Nick’s Pool
Service

Your local pool 
man in Kuranda

For all your pool and spa needs
• CLEANING
• SERVICING

• REPAIRS
• MAINTENANCE

• POOL EQUIPMENT SALES
• CHEMICAL SALES

• ADVICE

Call Nick and Susan on

0414 644 230/4093 8124
allspaandpool@gmail.com

QLD SELF DEFENCE & 
TAEKWONDO ACADEMY

Q.S.D.T.A.
Leaders in Self 

Defence Training

Self Defence 
– So Easy

•  Internationally Certified 
Instructor (ITF)

•  Non-contact training 
policy

•  Traditional Tae Kwon Do
•  Practical self-defence 

training
•  Family discounts 

available
•  First lesson FREE

CWA HALL KURANDA
Tuesday & Thursday 6.30-8.00pm

FREECALL 1800 649 549 or Jeff Dieben 0437 438 196
www.queensland-selfdefence.com.au
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Open Good Friday



K.N.C. Operated by 
KURANDA INFORMATION & SUPPORT CENTRE 

ASSOC. INC. 
6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 

PO BOX 170   KURANDA Qld  4881      
Ph: 4093 8933  Fax: 4093 8607

Email: knc@qld.chariot.net.au
ABN 62 198 192 130

Neighbourhood Centre News
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BUMBLEBEE
MOTORS

To Your New 
Automotive Service Centre

Come On Into The New
Bumblebee Motors

And Bee Surprised At The Level Of Service
Available To You

Competitive Pricing On All Mechanical ServicesTyres At A Price You Can AffordWheel AlignmentsServicing Of All Makes And ModelsAdvice You Can Be Assured OfKey Cutting Service
LPG Gas Bottle Refills

Welcome

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

Family Fun Day – April 10th: Planning is in full swing for the Kuranda 
Interagency Family Day in Centenary Park. It is a free event for all families and 
includes a focus on healthy nutrition, well-being and positive lifestyle choices.
There will be a range of activities for all ages and a number of local and outreach 
services present to provide information about their services – if you want to be 
involved in any way, please contact Ceri or Marg to find out more and register your 
interest or participation.
Thursday Morning Reception Volunteer needed: The Centre needs a 
regular Thursday Morning Volunteer to work on reception. Suitability for working 
with children – Blue Card is required. If you don’t have one, we can help you apply. 
Please drop in or phone Marg for more information.
Step Forward: Next program commences on Monday 10th April 2013 at 
10.30am.  If you are having problems with drinking or cigarettes or other habits that 
are affecting your health, relationships or finances in a bad way, you might want 
to think about coming along to the Step Forward program at KNC.  This strictly 
confidential relapse prevention program is run in a small group format in 2 hour 
sessions held weekly over four weeks.  
Furniture Exchange: If you have items in good condition to donate, please let 
us know and we will arrange pick up. Right now we know people who need deep 
freezers, washing machines, beds (all sizes), dining tables, sofas, fridges and outdoor 
furniture. THANKS.
Counselling: A generalist counsellor comes to KNC from Uniting Care 
Community (formerly Lifeline) on Wednesday afternoons – appointments can be 
made by ringing them directly on 4050 4955 or through KNC. Referrals are strictly 
confidential.
Financial Counselling: There are two Financial Counsellors who come to KNC 
from Uniting Care Community on Monday mornings. Appointments can be made by 
ringing them directly on 40504955 or through KNC.
JCU Social Work Student on Placement: starts 8th April 2013: an 
introduction from Allana Jackson:

Hello, 
My name is Allana and, much to my delight, the 
team at Kuranda Neighborhood Centre have 
allowed me to donate my services for the next few 
months.

This will be my third year placement in my 
pursuit of becoming a social worker. The Northern 
beaches of Cairns are where my family and I have 
called home for the past nine years.

We love coming up to Kuranda; it is a special 
place. I give thanks to the traditional custodians of 
this land and give thanks to those who continue the 

quest for a sustainable future. My respects go out to the Elders of the community 
both past and present. 

I hope to see you at the family day held in Kuranda Park on the 10th of April. 
Please come and say hi. 

Barron Falls Lookout Carpark
Saturday 30th March 5.30pm

BatReach and the Far North Branch of the 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland 

will be holding a sunset walk to observe microbats emerging from their 
day-time roosts while listening to their calls using a bat detector. 

Join a short spotlighting walk to observe flying-foxes and blossom bats, 
plus other mammals including possums, gliders and pademelons.

Anyone wanting to know more about bats is welcome to attend 
and families are welcome. 

Attendance is FREE.
RSVP: Text Chris 0400 545 863 

or email Macroderma10@gmail.com
Please leave contact details in case of changes due to weather etc.

Name change for Kuranda
The recently de-amalgamated Mareeba Council held its inaugural meeting early this 
week. Initial business discussed was the naming of the future council. “There has 
been much speculation in the shire as to whether the name ‘Mareeba Shire’ would 
be reinstated”, said newly appointed Council CEO, Ms Maree Barr.

“We understand that there is some suspicion around the shire associated with 
the previous council, and we have decided that for the sake of harmony, some 
nomenclature changes will occur”, Ms Barr said.

It has been decided to reinstate the shire name to ‘Mareeba’; however some other 
place names within the shire will change. For example, Kuranda will no longer be 
known as ‘Kuranda’. Progressively as from 1 April 2013, the name ‘Kuranda’ will be 
expunged from all government records, maps, signs etc. Businesses will have up 
until 31 December 2013 to organise new signage, stationery etc. The new name for 
Kuranda will be ‘Mareebaville’. The new slogan for Mareebaville will be ‘The Village 
in Mareeba’ instead of ‘The Village in the Rainforest’.

“Other name changes will include Speewah becoming Mareebawah; the Kuranda 
Range will now be known as the Mareeba Range; Mt Molloy will be Mt Mareeba; 
Walkerton will be Mareebaton”, said Ms Barr. “We anticipate early objections to 
these name changes, but expect residents to be enthusiastically accepting in due 
course.”

And if you believe any of the above, you are a real April Fool!
         – David



KURANDA PHARMACY

Hilary Skimming
B.Pharm, M.P.S.

TELEPHONE:
4093 7480

Open 7 days a week for
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
and FRIENDLY SERVICE

Monday–Friday: 8.30am–5.30pm
Saturday: 9.00am–3.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am-3.00pm

Kuranda Acupuncture

 Healthy Kuranda-iteThe
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The Kuranda Paper 
is published on 

the last Thursday 
of each month. 

All copy and 
advertising is to 

be received by the 
previous Friday.

See contact details 
on page 2.

Phone

0427 094 144
for bookings and info

Body Shaping Classes
for women over 30

Gentle resistance training for toning 
muscles and building bone

Monday 3.30pm • Friday 10.30am
Chest/arms/legs/bottom/abs

Wednesday 10.30am • Thursday 3.30pm
Back/shoulders/legs/bottom/abs

$15 per class
Transitioning to Raw Food Workshops

Level l:
Saturday April 13th
1.00-4.00pm

Level ll: Saturday April 27th 
1.00-4.00pm

Candida is a yeast-like detrimental fungi of which 
there are 70 different species. Candida albicans is the 
most common and also responsible for many common 
fungal outbreaks. When an overload of yeast occurs 
within the body, it begins to show up as different disease 
states. The most common I see here in the tropics is 
a red, raised rash that is irritated by heat (ie becomes 
more raised after a shower). Often found on the back 
and other areas common to sweat.

How to tell if you have too much Candida in 
your system:

• Fungal rash on the skin 
• White coated tongue in the mornings 
• Sore throat 
• Thrush 
• Urinary tract infections 
• Ear infections
Candida inhabits all humans in the Mouth, Throat, Intestine, Genital and Urinary 

Tract areas, but usually only in small amounts. It is estimated that up to 70% of 
people in the Western world suffer from excessive Candida.

It is fed by sugar and many of us are driven by sugar cravings to help feed our 
intruder. Other conditions that have been attributed to candida overload include 
foggy thinking, fatigue, increased allergic reactions plus more.

When the fungus begins to become excessive an imbalance occurs. This affects 
our good bacteria which helps to control such organisms within our system. With 
the good guys now in lower numbers, candida can flourish putting an extra load on 
our bodies. Systemic infection of the bloodstream and organs can even cause death. 

The most common cause of a yeast overload is after taking antibiotics, whilst 
warm conditions, drinking chlorinated (town) water, taking medication and 

pregnancy can also increase such chances.
To eliminate candida we must approach it from 

three different angles:
1.  Killing the infection with a anti-microbial: There 

are several different options. One that I have 
had great success with in the past is Pau D Arco. 
This herb has anti-fungal antibacterial and anti-
parasitic properties that kills the fungus causing 
the infestation. Other options include coconut oil, 
colloidal silver and olive leaf to name a few. 

2.  Winning the battle with your own natural bacterias 
is essential to govern the environment. This balance 
is most easily addressed by using a probiotic 
supplement. Yoghurt does contain good bacterias 
but they are also high in sugars. Inner health is a 
common probiotic supplement, however does 
not contain the specific bacterial species that aids 
candida control. There are three main specific strains 
that aid this condition, which are also beneficial for 
the digestive and immune system

3.  Starve the fungus by reducing your sugar intake. This refers not only to those 
sweet beverages or the desserts after dinner but unfortunately it is required to 
dramatically reduce all sugars including fructose (fruit sugar) within the diet.

This process will be required to be followed for up to three months depending on 
severity and how entrenched throughout the body the candida is. Stop continual 
rashes, sugar craving, allergic reactions and low energy. Get your balance and 
bounce back and feel the benefits by eliminating candida from your body today.

     Kim Stedman
     Kuranda Health & Healing 0431 388 568

Fungal Infections
The Underlying Cause



KMC – QUALITY AND INNOVATION

KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets

Ph: 4093 7118
“Professional Care in your Community”

Dr Dave Cuming dermatology, paediatrics & minor surgery
Dr Julia Watters nutrition, women’s health, paediatrics & minor surgery
Dr Helen Pedgrift general practitioner
Dr Aileen Traves  general practitioner, indigenous health
Dr Alex Lapenga  ACRRM registrar
Dr Deepa Gadhvi  general practitioner
Dr Chanelle Plumb                                           medical registrar
Extra Services:  Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, 

Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm
Kowrowa Clinics every other Wednesday am/pm

Your Guide to Indigenous Health 
at Kuranda Medical Centre

“Stay well with a Health Check”
Keep healthy and strong with a Health Check.  Health Checks are 
for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, adults and the 

elderly.
Kuranda Medical has an experienced Indigenous health worker, 

and Practice Nurses who you can yarn to.  They can help in lots of 
ways to improve your health. These checks are free to you.

Also, if you don’t have a Medicare card, come in and see us. We can 
organise one for you.

Please feel free to come in and book an appointment with me.

See you at the Centre soon, Gina Coleman
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Holiday Pet Feeding Service
Are you going away and the 
boarding kennels are full?

Would your pets be happier 
in their own home?

Let me take care of your animals, plants, mail and 
put the bin out, perhaps you just want your

gardens watered instead.
Then let me help.

Mature local woman with references & police clearance certificate.
Servicing Kuranda, Myola, Kowrowa, Speewah and Koah areas.

Phone 0407 242 190
(A.B.N. 384 113 26948)

Inside My Studio
Interview and Photograph by Toni Rogers

There was a time in the early 1990s, when a dip quartet 
– usually composed of wildly clashing flavours, such as 
tandoori, thousand island, and cheese and chive – was 
the height of sophistication in our world. How things 
have changed. For a pinch of joy, take your nose on an 
aromatic spice field trip. Any taste is, I understand, 90% 
smell—the aroma of flowers and herbs really adds to the 
flavour. I met Zana Wright in her breezy, green, tropical 
garden with the perfume of freshly picked lemongrass 
permeating from the outdoor table. In Zana’s garden 
kitchen/studio there are no smells of turps, paints or 
rolls of paper, only aromatic herbs and dried colourful 
spices. Zana’s great-grandfather practiced Aruvedic 
principles of using spices in food. Spices once controlled 
the world’s economies much like oil does today – secrets 
and mystery.
Where is your current studio?
It is situated independently on our property in Koah. 
It does, however, embrace my house and garden from 
which I source a lot of my herbs and spices.

Do you work alone or with others?
I mostly work alone, especially in the crafting of my 
blends, however, my husband Ken is there to give me 
a hand when required. He looks after the planting of 
the rampe (pandan), lemongrass and curry leaves. I 
can also call on other family members to help in the 
packaging process when large orders come in. The 
creative process is quite a solitary thing. I am always 
thinking about new and improved ways of creating. My 
mind is always open to new possibilities with spice and 
food.

What are the essential features your studio 
has to have?
It has to be a place of beauty, an extension of myself, 
a place where I want to spend my time. The right 
equipment is essential – for grinding, roasting and 
blending. And most essentially, my kitchen/studio 
space must be clean.

Describe your work pattern – hours/days/
weeks. 
I don’t stick to a rigid work pattern. The beauty of 
working for yourself is that your time is in your hands. 
You can work without permission. I go with the flow, 
but I am over in my kitchen/studio most days. As well 
as the artistic creativity in designing products, there are 
also deadlines to meet with orders from shops and mail 
order customers. Sometimes I start as early as 7am and 
I can also work until midnight. But, generally speaking 
my work routine is pretty relaxed. 

Describe the works you do in your studio.
Mostly I am creating spice blends and curry powders. 
I dry lemongrass, rampe, chillies and curry leaves, 
to name a few. I roast whole spices and nuts. A lot 
of experimenting goes on in my spare time. I also 
make preserved lemons in season. Work and play are 
often one of the same; gardening, researching spices, 
packaging, branding, marketing, delivery and travel.

Why is working with food (spices) your chosen 
medium?
I love the connection my family has with food, the 
sense of community it creates. There is something both 
beautiful and essential about food. As in any art form 
I am only limited by my imagination. For me it is an 
expression of love, it is a giving and receiving thing. 
It touches all the senses. Spices are both healing and 
nutritious. Working with spices evokes memories of 
my childhood.

List three things you listen to while working.
Firstly, my own thoughts. It is quite a meditative 
process. The sounds of nature from my surrounding 
garden and music. It is a big part of my life. 

Your favourite tool?
Definitely my spice grinder. It was given to me by a 
Kuranda lady, Lyn Mildenhall. The grinder originated 
in Melbourne and the company still exists, so parts can 
be replaced.

How do you identify your work? 
Branding is a big part of food 
manufacturing. I have a registered 
trademark. A journey expressed 
in spices. I have to logo on all my 
packaging. The big red Z is there 
to represent me (Zana) and I see 
it as my ‘mark’, denoting fire and 
passion. 

How do you sell your work? 
Through small gourmet food shops, delis, online, and 
mail order. Word of mouth is my best advertisement. I 
do not aggressively market. I am not into dominating 
the market place or mass production. I love the idea 
that people receiving my product can sense and taste 
the love that has gone into producing it. In a sense they 
are feasting at my table.

Do you teach or sell from your studio?
Teach? Not at the moment. Part of my plan is to hold 
Spice Appreciation classes in the future. That in turn 
would then lead to some sales from the studio. My 
kitchen/studio is situated in ‘The Tin Temple’, a large 

covered garden courtyard where the family meet for 
specific events; birthdays, Christmas, or for any excuse 
to get together and share food, intimacy and laughter. 
This space would be ideal to spread a class from the 
kitchen to the table.

Do you have any other paid or unpaid jobs? 
No I don’t. Over and above the spices and curry packs 
I do produce preserved lemons for restaurants and 
food service outlets. We also have 16 beehives on the 
property and produce our own honey. [I asked Zana if 
she dressed up like an astronaut to rob the hives. She 
said her husband Ken has been working with bees for 
many years and wears a hat and veil at the most.]
If you could change one thing about your 
studio what would that be?
I would like more storage space and a bigger cool room. 
Spices keep much better in a cool environment.

If you were not working with visual art what 
would you be doing?
I would love to be a food stylist and work with a 
photographer creating beautiful images for cookbooks. 
My dream is to write my own cookbook, reflecting the 
food memories of my childhood and my Sri Lankan/
German background. I have a passionate interest in 
food, especially traditional recipes, cooking techniques 
and equipment and particularly in the presentation of 
food. I have recently returned from a family visit to Sri 
Lanka where I researched traditional recipes and food 
products.
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“I would venture to warn against too great an intimacy with 
artists as it is very seductive and a little dangerous” 

     – Queen Victoria

Exhibitions Galore
Body Languages
An exhibition by Kuranda Arts Co-op artists Laurel McKenzie and 
Margaret Genever entitled Body Languages is opening at Vivo’s 
Artroom, Palm Cove on Friday 22nd March  and continues to 21st May.

Margaret’s works are drypoint prints that have 
been observed and drawn (inscribed) directly 
from the live model onto perspex plates. They are 
subsequently inked and printed with chine colle 
– additional layers of thin, transparent, coloured 
paper that are laminated onto the thicker printing 
paper at the time of printing, with a single passage 
of the plate through an etching press.  The figures, 
located in the studio environment, are recorded in 
a very direct and lively manner as a consequence 
of frank observation and the directness of the 
drypoint medium. The works are limited edition, 

original prints.
Laurel works with mediated representations 

of women – reiterations of stereotypical women 
from the popular media. The images are 
compiled from collages of torn and cut paper 
which are then scanned, further layered and 
manipulated in the digital environment and 
printed onto canvas with archival pigment inks. 
These works continue the tradition of working 
with collage/photo-montage as a feminist 
strategy that began with Berlin Dada artist 
Hannah Hoch in the 1920s. The small canvases 
are stretched and box framed.

Artroom @ Vivo is a dedicated gallery adjacent to Vivo Restaurant, 
49 Williams Esplanade, Palm Cove. Open daily 7am-11pm. 


Watermark by Sasi Victoire is showing at the Tanks in Cairns from 
19th April to 12th May.

Kuranda Arts Co-op printmaker, Dr Sasi Victoire returns from a 
residency in Chiang Mai, Thailand with an exhibition of exceptional 
poignancy. Australia and Thailand are both impacted by water. It is a 
commodity so precious to life yet with paradoxical capacity to devastate 
humankind by either its scarcity or by its abundance. In recent years 

both Chiang Mai and 
Far North Queensland 
have been subjected to 
heavy flooding, loss of 
lives, loss of property and 
devastation due to a deluge 
of water. These shared 
experiences reinforce 
the need for awareness 
of climate change whilst 
highlighting the amazing 
resilience shown by people 
to surmount difficulties 
under the impact of water.

Tanks Art Centre, 
Cairns – “Watermark” 
by Sasi Victoire 19th 
April – 12th May.

Custom Framing of Prints, Original Art 
Works, Certificates, Photos and more

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FREE DELIVERY TO LOCAL AREA

12 River Street, Kowrowa
Call Jeb 4093 9681 or 0422 638 122

littlegaia@aapt.net.au
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Screen Printing for
Kids of Kuranda

Flood Debris – Sasi Victoire

This Easter local teacher Ian Whittaker will share his screen 
printing skills with the kids of Kuranda. Children will be taught 
design principals, how to make a stencil and how to use the silk 
screen process.

The finished product will be an original calico bag printed with the child’s design 
that can be used for years. This workshop will be held in the Kuranda CWA Hall, 
Thursday 4th April at 10.00am.

We have also planned the next term of Kids Fine Art Classes with Artist Susan Doherty, 
a six week art course starting 11 May.

Bookings are essential, please call the Cairns Regional Gallery on 4046 4800.

Regional Artists Take a LEAP Forward
Who are Caroline Mudge, Roland Nancarrow, Tim Ellis, Alex Platt and Marion Wolfs? 
What do they have in common? Each of these artists has been selected for solo exhibitions 
with the Cairns Regional Gallery’s 2013 Loft Emerging Artists/Community Exhibitions 
Program. The program, sponsored by the John Villiers Trust, enables the Gallery to 
support local artists, art organisations 
and community groups to display their 
work in a professional gallery space. 

Apply now for an opportunity to 
be selected to exhibit during 2014 at 
Cairns Regional Gallery! Interested 
parties are urged to download the 2014 
Loft Emerging Artists/Community 
Exhibitions Program application from 
the Gallery website, and allow adequate 
time to prepare the submission which 
will be assessed by an independent 
tribunal. 

Individual artists or groups of 
artists living and working in Far North 
Queensland from Cardwell to the Torres 
Strait Islands are eligible to apply.

Applications must be submitted by 
5.00pm Friday 19 April. For further 
information, contact Janette Laver 
at Cairns Regional Gallery on (07) 
4046 4800 or email curatorial@
cairnsregionalgallery.com.au
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Barry Hodson
FCPA

Certified Practising
Accountant
PO Box 139 Kuranda

Queensland 4881

Tel/Fax: (07) 4093 9770
Mobile: 0418 314 532

Email: bhodsonfcpa@internode.on.net

B & C DONNNACHIE
CONCRETING CONTRACTORS

LIC. NO.: 050953 • QBSA Act 1991

Domestic & Commercial
TABLELANDS • CAIRNS

0408 187 995
Ph/Fax: 4093 9528

6 Butler Drive,
Kuranda

  

  
   

 

Hidden Words
B O O K S H O P

NOW
OPEN

Books for the thoughtful reader
Bottom of Therwine Street, Kuranda

The Bookshop is selling new and used books on:
HISTORY • BIOGRAPHY • SCIENCE • PSYCHOLOGY • POLITICS • RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY • PHILOSOPHY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS • HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE • ARTS & CRAFTS • ANCIENT & MODERN CLASSICS
• NORTH QUEENSLAND AUTHORS • SELF-HELP • GIFT BOOKS

All welcome any weekday, from 10.00am to 4.00pm • May be open at other times or on weekends
PO Box 1010 Kuranda Qld 4881 • Tel: 4093 7120

nicholsonmandalay@msn.com • http://grahamsbahaiblog.blogspot.com

Emmerich Schlosser at 80 
A Lifetime of Collecting

Happy 80th Emmerich! You are this 
month’s profile.

Born in Vienna in 1933, you came from 
a modest pre-war family. You had to work 
on a farm from the age of 12 after going 
through the trials of the War in Austria. You 
began a lifetime of collecting as a youth, 
starting with fish. Times were tough, and 
being adventurous, and after acquiring a 
trade, you left the country at the age of 19 
to go to Africa, where you joined a circus. 
You followed the circus to France and 
Holland, clowning. I understand you have 
retained your humorous bent ever since.

Then in the 1950s you came to Australia, 
arriving in Cairns in 1955. Moving to PNG 
in 1957, you married and had two sons. 
You took up crocodile shooting and other 
work. You built your own boat to go up the 
Fly River. While in PNG you found many 
interesting exotic fish, water plants and 
shells. Then in 1959 you moved back to 
Cairns and bought a house.

Later on you went back to Austria with 
your family. Your wife didn’t like it there 
and returned to Australia. You later divorced. You had taken your collection of shells 
and snails with you to Austria, which you in turn sold to fund the “House of the Sea”, 
a private collection of fish housed in an old tower in Vienna and open to the public. 
You toured Europe collecting fish for display. You also had a crocodile on display. A 
committee was set up to administer this facility with your active work and support. 
You became its “President of Honour”, a title which you still hold to this now famous 
and much expanded institution.

You came back to Australia in 1979 with your third wife. You grew herbs and 

had markets stalls in Cairns and Kuranda, 
selling your produce. When this marriage 
ended in 1989, you split the business, 
acquired a caravan and went travelling 
around Australia. Still an avid collector, you 
began collecting stones and learnt how to 
cut them, in particular opals. You were now 
an Australian citizen.

In 1997 you went back to Vienna again on 
a holiday and met your present wife Brigitte 
through an enquiry she had about an “opal” 
that had lost its colour. You proposed, 
and you were married in Vienna later that 
year. Your new wife came to Australia for a 
holiday, but had to return to Austria.

Returning to Australia together in 1999, 
you lived firstly in Speewah, where you 
began an organic garden, and also continued 
your work on stones, increasingly now a 
hobby. Brigitte began her shop “Daydreams” 
in Kuranda, in which you help several days 
a week, and in which you sell your stones. 
Seven years ago you moved to your present 
home in Seven Springs together. You are 
still very active, gardening, cutting stones, 

and going on trips to the opal fields down south and to other fossicking places. I 
understand that you are a great help to friends and neighbours and are well liked. 
You even help out a friend who owns a resort at Cape Tribulation from time to time.

Congratulations! May you have a very happy 80th!

Graham Nicholson
Hidden Words Bookshop, Kuranda
Tel 4093 7120

Community Groups benefit from TRC 
ALMOST $4000 has been provided to community groups and individuals under the latest 
round of Tablelands Regional Council Financial and In Kind Support program. It included 
$2000 for the Kuranda Amphitheatre to help it cope with outstanding water charges. 

That allocation was coupled with a recommendation from council officers to install a 
separate water meter to help assure better records of water consumption.

The Malanda Theatre Company was granted $240 in remittance of fees, a cash donation of $259 to the Chillagoe 
Alliance and $200 to Mitchell Taylor to participate in the Singapore International Six’s Tour hockey tournament.

An amount of $100 each was granted to Ely Lynch-Simmons, Lars Koffen, David Koffen, Liam Newlands, Kate 
Wilcox, Joshua Theakston, Nadia Falvo, Stephanie Armstrong, Colby Pezzelato, Zoe Kerswell and Toby Kerswell for 
participation in a range of sporting activities.

“Our youth are always inspirational,” Mayor Rosa Lee Long said.
“It is a delight to be able to encourage healthy sporting activities, along with the terrific efforts of volunteers who 

get behind artistic endeavours and venues such as the Malanda Theatre Company and the Kuranda Amphitheatre.”

Garage Sale
SATURDAY, 13th APRIL 2013

Where: QCWA Kuranda Hall, Cnr 
               Barang & Thongon Streets

Time: From 8.00am – 1.00pm

Cost:  $10.00 per table

Contact: Sarah    Ph: 4093 7599
   Yvonne Ph: 4093 7016
If you are hungry - Light snacks available to purchase
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Mobil
Koah Roadhouse

4093 7887

Crumbed Fish  7.00
Battered Fish  7.00

Grilled Fish  7.00
Family Hunger Busta 25.00

Chicken Gravy Roll  5.50
Hamburger  7.50

Bacon & Egg Burger  7.50
Bacon & Egg Roll  7.50
Hamburger Lot  9.00

Fish Burger  9.00
Fish Burger Lot  10.50

Steak Burger  9.00
Steak Burger Lot  10.50

Whole Large Chicken  15.99

IN STORE MONTHLY SPECIALS

Last Order Taken At 7.30pm
PRICING SUBJECT TO CHANGE

a mission im-possible
CLEANING & MAINTENANCE CO.

“Mostly Maintenance”
4093 7545 • 0419 304 652

anytime or email your enquiry:
pamela.daniels@bigpond.com

Kuranda • Tablelands • Environs

  Light Steel
 Fabrication
  Automotive
   Repairs
  Small Engine
   Repairs
  General House
    hold/Business
   Repairs
  Police Checked
  and insured
  Competitive
  Rates
  Prompt
  Service

Attenborough Series
Shot in Kuranda

The blacked-ouT windows in the shop next to the Kuranda Arts 
Co-Op a few weeks ago had many people wondering what was going on inside. Most 
wouldn’t have guessed that we were shooting a brand new David Attenborough 
series on arthropods within the small building, but that is exactly what we were 
doing.

Minibeast Wildlife became involved last year when we were contacted by the 
UK production company. They came specifically to Kuranda to work with us on the 
project which benefited our little village in many ways. Our role was to provide the 
live insects and arachnids for the Australian component of the production, and also 
to create sets and handle (wrangle) the animals on the set in order capture a variety 
of natural behaviours on video. The six person crew flew out from the UK at the end 
of February and spent two weeks in Kuranda with us. 

We were thrilled to finally work on an Attenborough series as we have idolised 
David Attenborough all our lives. We have worked on a many productions of this 
type, but this is first where Attenborough has been involved. In 2010 we shot a ‘bug’ 
series in Smithfield for Discovery Channel and in 2011 we spent an amazing four 
months in Costa Rica doing the same.

Despite popular belief, the majority of nature documentaries featuring small 
animals such as insects and spiders are shot in studios. In most cases it is far too 
time-consuming (and expensive) for film crews to take gear into the wilderness 
with the slim chance of happening across the animals and behaviours that they 
are hoping to film. The alternative is to contract people like us that can breed or 
collect the species required, and set them up in such a way in the studio so that 
they behave naturally. In this way it enables the behaviour to be captured on video 
under controlled conditions (no wind, rain etc), but also allows things to be filmed 
multiple times to get the various angles to piece the documentary together. Sounds 
simple, but believe me it isn’t.

Macro photography requires bright lights, and instead of the single flash pulse I 
use when taking still shots, video requires high intensity lights and with that often 
comes heat. Coaxing invertebrates to behave normally under bright studio lights 
can be extremely challenging. Even the scenes you see on TV that appear to be 
filmed at night are actually using relatively bright lights. The angle and the colour of 
the lights fool us into thinking it is night time, but if it was really dark you wouldn’t 
see anything! Fooling nocturnal arthropods is a little harder, so this is where our 
knowledge of what triggers certain behaviours becomes very important.

The special camera rig used is a unique unit of which there is only one in the 
world as most 3D cameras cannot shoot macro. It utilises two high definition video 
cameras and each capturing an image from a slightly different perspective in order 
to create the 3D effect. Many 3D cameras utilise mirrors, but this rig uses lenses 
and a prism to offset the images. We had a large 3D monitor in the studio and the 
director and camera operators wore 3D glasses to continually check that the images 
being captured by the twin cameras were synchronised and aligned suitably. 

Shooting in 3D made things more difficult than standard 2D for all sorts of 
reasons, but the resulting imagery is stunning. I’ve often been a critic of 3D at the 
cinema where it seems at times to be a novelty at best. In this case however, it 
really draws the viewer into the micro world of these amazing animals and reveals 
structures and features that aren’t obvious in standard 2D macro. 

The animals we used included stick insects, spiders, beetles, ants, Giant 
burrowing cockroaches, termites, bees, dragonflies and other pond life. We even 
used our local ‘Tiger huntsman’, a species which is yet to be described. The Honeybee 
sequences were shot at the Honey House, and the crew also took the opportunity to 
shoot some incredible rainforest canopy shots thanks to Skyrail. 

The three-part series was commissioned by Sky TV in the UK and will be screened 
in 3D. It will also appear at IMAX as a single film, and then be released around the 
world on 2D TV. The series is called Micro-monsters 3D, but the name may change 
before it goes to air. A special one-hour ‘behind the scenes’ program is also being 
produced and it will provide viewers with an insight into how the series was made.

Alan Henderson
Minibeast Wildlife

The 3D camera – the only one of its kind in the world.
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www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

one of the sequences we shot; the Green tree ant mimicking spider with a captured Green tree ant.

Kuranda Unites for 
a New Deal

Kuranda’s largest public meeting in living memory called 
on the Newman Government to deliver a “new deal” for the 
representation of the region’s interests in any new local 
government model to take effect from 1 January 2014. 

Three hundred and sixty seven people from the Kuranda 
community overwhelmingly rejected the State government’s 
proposed timeframe of 2016 for any boundary changes or 
amendment to the recent de-amalgamation process currently 
underway.

“Even though we voted against de-amalgamation, we are 
now required to subsidise the failure that has already been 
clearly predicted by Queensland Treasury and the Boundaries 
Commissioner”, said a spokesperson for the Kuranda 
community.

The meeting listened attentively to Member for Barron 
River, Michael Trout as he stated the Local Government 
Minister’s position. However the meeting overwhelmingly 
rejected the Government’s position and the expectation 
that Kuranda ratepayers will subsidise what most people in 
this community regard as an unnecessary and dangerous 
experiment.

The following motions were passed by the community at 
the meeting:

1.  Told the Member for Barron River, Michael Trout to work 
with the Kuranda Reference Group to broker a “new deal” 
with Minister Crisafulli and Premier Newman, including 
the improved representation of Kuranda interests in 
any new local government model taking effect from 1 
January 2014.

2.  Recorded its deep dissatisfaction over the dissolution 
of the Tablelands Regional Council and consequent 
inclusion of a clearly unwilling Kuranda district in the 
proposed Mareeba Shire Council, which the government’s 
consultants reported as being unsustainable. 

3.  Said it was total unacceptable to be forced, against our 
will, to integrate now with a revived Mareeba Shire 
Council – and only years later to be given a chance to 
de-amalgamate from Mareeba Shire Council.

4.  Endorsed the formation of community action group to 
represent, research, and campaign for a better deal for 
Kuranda. 

The Member for Leichardt, the Hon. Warren Entsch sent 
his apologies but offered his strong support to the Kuranda 
community. 

For more information please contact 
Garth Owen 0428 914 380 / 07 4093 9926 

mailto:cergog@gmail.com

Background info on www.KurandaSaysNo.Info and 
www.facebook.com/KurandaSaysNo
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MORO
AUTO REPAIRS

Ric Moro
Phone: (07) 4092 4198

Fax: (07) 4092 4203 • A/Hrs: (07) 4093 2532
PO Box 243, Mareeba 4880

128 MASON STREET, MAREEBA

FOR ALL YOUR MECHANICAL REPAIRS TO

CARS • TRUCKS • TRAILERS
Roadworthy Certificates,

inspection and
modification
authorisation

Sommer
Painting Services

Est. 1995 • QBSA 076195

LONG LIST OF LOCAL REFERENCES

• New Homes/Repaints
• Commercial
• High-pressure Cleaning
• Airless spraying
• Roof restorations
• Sikkens Timber Finishes
• Free quotes

Ralf Sommer
107 Veivers Drive, Speewah

Phone/Fax 4093 0146
Mobile 0413 313 823

We have had a bit of a quiet time 
so far this year with the proposed 
“wet season” missing us so far, 
but we have still kept busy.

Earlier in January we had a 
few trees down and tarping jobs 
to do, so it was all hands on deck.

The diversity of our area 
showed its head in January with 
us helping with fallen trees in 
Kuranda in the morning and then 
fighting fires at Speewah in the 
afternoon.

Peter, John and Brian volunteered to go down to Bundaberg to help out in the 
crisis they had, and although it was a busy time they had a great time.

I don’t think the season is over yet, so please stay prepared and check your 
gutters for leaves in case we have more rain.

 We have three new members join up, a big welcome to Brayden, Zach and 
Charlie. Our unit is still growing, but we still need more volunteers, so come along 
Tuesday nights and see what we are all about.

There is plenty of different training activities to do to please everyone.
 Congratulations to Donna for passing her air observers course late last year.
Our 2013 calendar had a good response and we would like to thank the 

community for the support they gave us.
 I would like to advise that SES volunteers do not make house 

calls asking for donations, and if they are around businesses in Kuranda and 
surrounding areas there will always be two people, in uniform and with the SES 
name tags, these name tags have pictures on them for identification and which 
group they are from as well. 
Q. How long will it take for the SES to turn up? 
A. SES are “unpaid volunteers” who leave their families, homes, jobs and other 
commitments to help out vulnerable members of the community when they need 
it most.

Where possible, members of the community still need to help themselves.
The availability of the SES depends on: how many volunteers are available; could 

they be released from their jobs; have the volunteers been affected too, and are 
they helping their families and neighbours; who and where are the most vulnerable 
people; how large/severe is the event/disaster; how many people and houses are 
affected; can they get to you.

Did you know? For every hour an SES member is responding there can be up 
to 10 hours that have been performed in becoming equipped, trained and ready for 
operations. 

 SES do this: SES are specially trained to perform specific approved functions 
during emergencies and disasters to assist vulnerable members of the community.

They provide a service to those people who are less able to look after themselves 
while sharing messages to encourage the community to help themselves.

SES are unpaid – they leave their families, homes, work, and other 
commitments to help the community during disasters and emergencies. 

SES don’t do this:  (except where assisting another agency during a recovery 
effort). During a major storm event the SES will be performing those many functions 
they are trained to do when responding to disasters/emergencies.

Most members of the community are able to clear debris from their own yards 
as it does not require a special skill.

Debris cleanup is not a function of the SES but may be undertaken to support 
another agency if they have available resources. 

Have a great Easter and stay safe.

Enquiries for new members – 0409 758 122

QCWA Kuranda Branch
Last month, our branch was invited to hold a Cake Stall 
at Bunnings, Smithfield. Despite short notice some of 
our members headed into their kitchens and whipped 
up an amazing quantity of cakes, biscuits, slices etc. for 
the stall.

We had wonderful response from both the Bunnings 
team (who were happy to keep fronting up at our stall for 
“just one more…”) and the local shoppers.

Following a very busy 4 hours, we had sold out and headed back home to tally up 
the takings. We were thrilled to record a total of $750.00, which has been forwarded 
through our QCWA Crisis Fund to the CWA Bundaberg branch – who will use all 
money contributed to aid recent flood victims.

Throughout our Division – and all branches – raising money for flood victims 
and people in other unfortunate situations is an ongoing project. We encourage 
people to donate through our QCWA Crisis Relief Fund which has been set up to 
assist where possible – all money donated is used in these situations, there are no 
administration fees etc. $1 in, $1 out. Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Since January the QCWA has donated $20,000 towards the disaster appeal 
and used to help alleviate animal welfare disaster being caused by wide spread fire 
across the Gulf Savannah which affected 50-60 stations in the region.

Our State President, Jennie Hill, has asked that the following request to the 
public be publicised :

CALLING ON INDIVIDUALS & COMPANIES
TO SUPPORT QCWA CRISIS FUND

The unrelenting bombardment of floods, fires and droughts since 2011 had 
considerably diminished the QCWA Public Rural Crisis Fund (PRCF). QCWA State 
President, Jennie Hill said QCWA wanted to continue assisting natural disaster 
areas. Mrs. Hill said the QCWA needed the support of any organisations in a 
position to make tax-deductible donations towards their Crisis Fund.

“We need individuals, companies, anyone who understands the consequences 
of natural disasters to donate whatever their budget will allow them, towards our 
Crisis Fund,” she said. “Tax deductible donations for our Crisis Fund will assist 
flood, fire and drought families with the basic needs we take for granted. “After two 
years of non-stop natural disasters our Crisis Fund is at breaking point.” Mrs. Hill 
said that over $85,000 had been expended towards grocery vouchers, store credit 
and QCWA branches who indicated their communities were in dire situations.

“Our branch members on the ground are still reporting that people desperately 
need assistance,” she said. “Many families have copped a double dose of the floods”. 
“Since 2011, a battering from Cyclone Yasi, a saturation from forceful floods, a blaze 
of fierce fires, and the unquenchable thirst of drought had left many families with 
nothing”.

While QCWA’s Crisis Fund needed an injection of donations, the QCWA would 
continue to be ever present in communities, promoting tax-deductible donations. 
“We (QCWA) have not had a chance to rebuild our Crisis Fund,” said Mrs. Hill. “As 
fast as donations come in, they are going to families just trying to survive from day 
to day.”

To make tax deductible donations to the QCWA Public Rural Crisis Fund contact 
your QCWA local branches or state office through the website www.qcwa.org.au. Or 
phone QCWA State Office on 3026 1219, or email stateoffice@qcwa.org.au

Meanwhile our branch is back into the swing of things, catering for various 
groups and holding our weekly craft and social mornings. Next event for the year 
is our Garage Sale to be held on Saturday 13th April. Flyers with information are 
around the town.

Come and join us for a cuppa, a laugh and even learn some new craft ideas. 
Contact Yvonne on 4093 7016. For Hall Hire, Contact Sarah on 4093 7599. 



Kuranda Constructions
& Building Services

All Carpentry, 
Residential & Commercial 

Renovations,
Extensions & Alterations,

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Decks & Patios,
Metal Roofing,

Maintenance & Repairs,
Insurance & Body Corporate Work

Ben: 0402 92 0135
kurandaconstruct@hotmail.com

BSA: 1146907

SERVICING ALL AREAS
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antiques
FAIRIES AND JEWELS

2/225 Byrnes St, Mareeba • Ph: 4092 6030

OPEN:
Tuesday to Friday 9.00am-5.00pm

Saturday 9.00am-noon

Buying and Selling Old Wares
and collectibles

JENSEN JOTTINGS
Jenny Jensen – Division 8 Councillor
TABLELANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

jenny.jensen@trc.qld.gov.au • Ph: 0417 002 046 • Council Office 1300 362 242
Residents are welcome to contact me in regards these or any other matters. 

Your opinions are always welcome.

De-amalgamation Update/"Kuranda Says 
No": The De-amalgamation Poll across the former 
Mareeba Shire area was 58% in favour, however the 
Kuranda District (Kuranda, Myola, Speewah, Koah) 
voted over 75% to stay with the TRC. There is a clear 
message from the Kuranda District that we do not 
wish to be part of a new Mareeba Shire. Within a 
few days, a Kuranda Action Group has formed; the 
kurandasaysno.info website has been set up and 
traffic has been massive; the Facebook page has a current 
reach of over 1000; letters/emails have inundated the 
office of the Minister and Michael Trout, a paper Petition 
and E-Petition have already been signed by hundreds of 
residents and by the time that you read this, a Public 
Meeting will have shown that there are extremely high 
levels of concern and a "tsunami" of public outcry over 
this. I have been absolutely amazed at just how strongly 
people feel and the numbers of people (including the 
normally quiet majority) who are contacting me about 
their concerns. The strength of feeling is widespread 
across all sectors of the Kuranda District and there is 
a real unity within the community over this issue. I am 
fully supporting the Kuranda District in pushing the 
Minister to re-consider and I know that Kuranda will not 
roll over. Stay informed and involved; use the forums of 
the Website and Facebook page; talk about this in your 
own networks; contact me at anytime. 
Kuranda Boot Camp: The State government has 
announced that the Boot Camp residential facility is 

in Kuranda. I totally support any projects which are 
designed to give young people the opportunity to change 
and get past their mistakes. However, the location of the 
residential facility in a leafy residential area of Kuranda 
is not the best choice of location. There has been no prior 
consultation with Council and neighbouring residents 
and indeed Council was not directly informed and only 
became aware of the facility when it was announced 
on Thursday. (In this case, Planning Regulations are 
overridden by State legislation that allows for the 
establishment of the facility without Town Planning 
application.)
Draft Planning Scheme: Please remember that the 
Draft Planning Scheme is "Draft" and that it is not a final 
document. As well, the concerns over the inaccuracies in 
the Overlays are clearly evident and Council is working 
on the State Government to get the State to amend these 
Overlays. We are in the Public Consultation phase and I 
am really pleased that so many people have responded. 
The consultation messages will mean changes to the 
Draft Scheme. Also, please have a look at all the other 
aspects of the Scheme; there is much more to the 
Scheme and it is important to comment on all the other 
aspects. I have also been asked about what happens 
with the TRC Planning Scheme in 2014. Essentially, as 
of January 1st the TRC will handover all Policies, Local 
Laws, Planning Scheme etc etc to the new Council and 
it will be up to the new Council whether they choose to 
amend, change or revoke any of these. 

Morton Street Intersection: Last week Council 
approved the final design for the upgrade works to the 
Morton Street/Rob Veivers Drive intersection. There 
are over 8,500 traffic movements per day on that 
section and it is important that the safety improvements 
happen. The funds are in the current Budget and work is 
expected to commence within a few months.
Fallon Road: Due to weather delays, the completion 
date for the Jum Rum Crossing on Fallon Road has 
again been revised to early May. I apologise to all the 
residents who have had to use the alternative route 
since late November. 
Fluoride: In response to residents' questions, the 
Kuranda Fluoride Plant is still onsite but obviously 
not activated. As this is Queensland Government 
infrastructure, late last year Council has questioned the 
State Government regarding the future of the plant. To 
date, no definitive answers. 

In regards questions about the current legislation; 
the decision on whether a water supply is fluoridated 
rests with the local Council, however the local Council 
can change this decision at any time in the future. I can 
assure you that the TRC has officially resolved that the 
Kuranda Water Supply will not be fluoridated and there 
is no intent to change this position. As to what future 
Councils may decide, that will be a decision for that 
future Council.

continued on page 29
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Koah Automotive
•  LPG installation & repairs
•  Log book servicing
•  EFI diagnostics and servicing
•  General mechanical repairs
•  Airconditioning repairs and servicing
•  Safety Certif icates on cars, trucks and 

trailers
•  We are an Agent for RACQ CTP Insurance 

for unregistered vehicles

Phone 4093 7993 
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881 

Fax 4093 7993

Operated by  
Koah Automotive

You can now pay your RACQ Insurance and 
Road Service renewal at our of f ice.

Kuranda Horse and
Pony Club

Greenies
Lawn Mowing

Affordable rates
Ring for a quote

Phone: 0438 813 791
Servicing Kuranda and Mareeba

The Kuranda Paper is 
produced by a team of 

volunteers each month. 
Advertising revenue 

pays for printing, 
office expenses and 
donations/grants to 

community groups as 
approved by the KMA 

committee.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 

ADVERTISERS and assist 
the Paper to continue to 

operate. Thank you.

Kuranda Horse and Pony Club has been very busy this last month making the 
most out of the unusually dry weather. We have managed to hold lots of rally days 
already, covering jumping, sporting and flat work and generally having fun times.

All our riders are going well and getting ready to travel to the Annual Zone 
Camp in Ravenshoe and some are off to the State Show jumping Championships in 
Beaudesert over the Easter break. So we wish them all safe travels and best of luck.

Last weekend we had a Show Jumping Clinic with Mr Clem Smith who has 
represented Australian and has over 25 year experience in Show jumping. He is 
an accredited Equestrian Australia Level 1 Coach and Pony Club Association Level 
C Coach with many years of coaching and competing experience. The learning 
experience was invaluable and all riders have learnt so much from the weekend and 
are looking forward to putting their  new skills into practice. We’d like to thank those 
involved in making this weekend such a success.

We are also planning a BYO Family Night Fundraiser on the 25th May 
with lots of fun and exciting food.

$15.00 adults and $10.00 for kids under 15. Put this in your Diary as it will be a 
night not to miss at the club house.

Hope to see you there. Watch this space for more information.
Next general meeting 13th April around 1.00pm at club house.

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP
• Next rally days 13th and  27th April 11th and  25th May
• Family dinner night 25th May from 6.30pm
• Gymkhana and horse sports 8th and 9th June.

Happy Easter and keeping riding,
     Chief Instructor Di Curtis

Pony Clubbers

New Technology
I was visiting my son and daughter-in-law last night when I asked if I could borrow a 
newspaper.
‘This is the 21st century, old man,’ he said. ‘We don’t waste money on newspapers. Here, 
you can borrow my i-Pad.’
I can tell you, that bloody fly never knew what hit it…

Getting married in Heaven
On their way to get married, a young Catholic couple were involved in a fatal car 
accident. The couple found themselves sitting outside the Pearly Gates waiting for St. 
Peter to process them into Heaven. While waiting they began to wonder; Could they 
possibly get married in Heaven?
When St Peter arrived they asked him if they could get married in Heaven. St Peter said, 
“I don’t know. This is the first time anyone has asked. Let me go find out,” and he left.
The couple sat and waited for an answer – for a couple of months.
While they waited, they discussed the pros and cons. If they were allowed to get married 
in Heaven, should they get married, what with the eternal aspect of it all? “What if it 
doesn’t work out? Are we stuck in Heaven together forever?”
Another month passed. St. Peter finally returned, looking somewhat bedraggled. “Yes,” 
he informed the couple, “You can get married in Heaven.”
“Great!” said the couple. “But we were just wondering; what if things don’t work out? 
Could we also get a divorce in Heaven?”
St. Peter, red-faced with anger, slammed his clipboard on the ground.
“What’s wrong?” asked the frightened couple.
“OH, COME ON!” St. Peter shouted. “It took me 3 months to find a priest up here! Do you 
have ANY idea of how long it’ll take to find a lawyer?”



Please support
the local

advertisers in
The Kuranda 

Paper.
Think Globally –

Shop Locally

The Pet Pamperer
Offering Individual Services 

for each unique situation

All in home care 
Are you going away? 

Can’t or don’t want Kennels 
Can’t walk your pets  

like you used to?

Catering for all kinds of Pets

For more infomation  
on all kinds of services

Please call  
4093 7430  

or  
0424 924 325

ALL TYPES OF PAINTING
Interior / Exterior

Commercial / Industrial
Spraying a Specialty

Local painter  FREE QUOTES   QBA 1077063

Phone Peter Jury - 0408 333 772 

Daryl's Plumbing
Maintenance

Local to Kuranda

Phone: 0417 232 567
or 4093 9151

Myola • Licenced Plumber

21THE KURANDA PAPER April 2013

Living in KurandaKuranda
The Conscious Consumer
and the True Cost of Food 

Oswald, Sandra, Rusty and Tim were our latest cyclones (no not pets) that cruised along our coastline to date. 
Kuranda had a few brief but heavy downpours, which flushed snakes into the garden, and ants inside our homes, 
then temporarily disrupted telephone communications. Thankfully no major electricity blackouts! The sun came 
out and humidity soon rose again. The rainforest now has a healthy gloss after that vital H2o and we are now 
rewarded with the delightful seasonal perfume from the pale lemon acacia blossom. Mornings are misty and 
cooler and now we wait for signs of rain. 

I don’t know how a lack of rain will affect our local growers. Just like growing healthy food, humans need basic 
requirements for health too. We need uncontaminated seeds, viable soils, adequate sunshine, pure water and 
care. 

So the decision NOT to add fluoride to our water supplies is good news. Thank you Cairns and Tablelands 
Regional Council; also thanks to concerned residents working behind the scenes. Now this brings me to another 
topic about our food supplies: chemicals and pesticides.

If you grow your own fruit, vegetables, herbs, and raise your own protein, (or live on, or have a share in) 
an organic farm, you know for sure your food is organic and healthy. Unfortunately our food is contaminated 
with a myriad of chemicals along our ‘industrialised’ food production chain. From genetically engineered seed, 
polluted soil and water, crops sprayed during the growing season against pests and diseases, chemicals to halt 
the ripening process or protect the produce during transport (food miles). Some food imported into Australia is 
suspect, because banned chemicals may be present, or the foreign country doesn’t have the same food production 
standards. If we can’t trust our own labelling laws regarding ingredients and Country of Origin, how are we to 
know that the food is worth buying? 

Most of what we’re consuming today is not food, and how we’re consuming it – in the car, in front of the TV, 
and increasingly alone — is not really eating. Instead of food, we’re consuming “edible foodlike substances” — no 
longer the products of nature but of food science. http://michaelpollan.com/books/in-defense-of-food/

“The irony is, the one diet we have invented for ourselves – the Western diet – is the one that makes us sick.”
Take a look at the online catalogue at the Kuranda Library and you will see way too many books on Autism, 

ADHD, and other learning disorders. There may be many reasons for this upsurge in learning disorders, but the 
bottom line is …. our children are sick and they needn’t be when we have plenty of real food available to us. So if 
you are concerned, learn what foods are more toxic and cross them off your list.
THE DIRTY DOZEN – www.ewg.org/foodnews/summary/
You may be shocked to know that in the USA the #1 worst food product eaten by many children on a daily basis 
is the APPLE! 98% of conventional apples had pesticides. Don’t know what the rate is here in Australia, but I 
do know we are actually eating apples from China! www.abc.net.au/news/2011-01-17/first-import-of-chinese-
apples-in-australia/1907408

Buying cheaply now may end up costing our health, if we do not learn to be conscious consumers. It’s no 
longer the health conscious or fanatics, that choose top quality foods. The dilemma for every parent nowadays is 
how to safeguard our children’s health. 

Our choices are between these three levels.
1. buy biodynamic foods, buy local organic, grow your own, buy organic from other Australian states
2. buy local foods that have less chemicals 
3. do not buy imported fresh or frozen produce from overseas and do not believe the labels.

HEALTHIER VEGETABLES – Onions, Avocado, Broccoli, Tomatoes, Sweet potato, Asparagus,** Peas, 
Cabbage, Eggplant, Corn.
FRUIT – Grapefruit, Mango, Mushrooms, Pawpaw, Kiwi**, Pineapple, Watermelon.
Note ** check availability.  www.ewg.org/foodnews/summary/
What you can do is start here by choosing produce, especially fruit and vegetables that have the lowest chemical 
contamination. 

The CLEAN 15 produce list (GMO free) are all locally grown around Cairns and Tablelands. 

        – kuranda_cares@yahoo.com.au

Rainfall 25/2/2013 to 24/3/2013 – 281 mm
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WE are constantly bombarded with assertions that we are living in a lawless 
era with robberies and violence commonplace. Many older members of the 

community claim that it is: “Not like the good old days when you could leave your 
wallet lying around and it would be safe.” But just how safe was property in Kuranda 
in “the good old days”?

From reports in The Cairns Post and other newspapers it appears that there were 
as many rogues running around the ranges in the “good old days” as there are now, 
and maybe even more.

The first available report of a charge of robbery in the Kuranda district came 
even before Kuranda came into being. The Cairns Post of 10 October 1888 reported 
that Judge Noel presided over the trial of Alfred Doyle, a young man charged with 
“Larceny of a Watch”. It was claimed that Doyle stole a watch valued at ₤5 from 
Thomas Hatton, proprietor of the Shamrock Hotel, Middle Crossing. Doyle was 
represented by solicitor Mr. Milford.

Constable Hill of Kamerunga gave evidence of arresting Alfred Doyle on 15 June 
on the tramway between Redlynch and Kamerunga. He said that Doyle had the 
watch in question and some other stolen goods on him when arrested. 

Thomas Hatton said the accused stopped at his hotel at Middle Crossing on 
13 June and on the following day he discovered his English silver lever watch was 
missing. He admitted that the accused Doyle was very drunk while at his hotel, and 
had in fact “drunk Anderson and Hatton out of port wine, and had then started out 
on sherry, as he did not take anything stronger”. Constable Hill conceded that the 
prisoner had been drunk when he arrested him. 

The defence conceded the watch was in the possession of the accused when 
arrested, but claimed that it could have been put there by anyone. It had been proven 
that the accused was too drunk to know what had happened. After ninety minutes 
deliberation the jury returned to say they could not agree on how the accused had 
come into possession of the watch. They asked if the accused could give evidence, 
but Judge Noel said he could not, and that should not count against him. He said 
the jury could find the accused guilty, knowing he stole the watch, but that would be 
a questionable verdict. He said they should find either guilty or not guilty, as there 
was no alternative finding available. However, the jury again failed to agree and 
Judge Noel ordered a new trial to be held the following day.

The re-trial began the next day with a new jury sworn in. Although the evidence 
was essentially the same Constable Hill told the court that he had made a mistake 
in his evidence at the previous trial. He had stated that he found the watch in the 
watch pocket of the prisoner’s belt, when in fact it was in his breast pocket. He said 
he had testified in the Police Court that the watch was in the breast pocket but had 
made a mistake in the higher court. He conceded that he realised his mistake when 
the prisoner had pointed it out to him last night after the case concluded.

Judge Noel again reminded the jury that they could not convict unless they were 
perfectly satisfied of the prisoner’s guilt. After several hours deliberation the jury 
failed to reach a verdict and Judge Noel again remanded the prisoner to appear 
at a later date. He granted the prisoner bail on his own recognizances against the 
protests of the prosecutor: “He is a navvy here to-day and away to-morrow, allowing 
him out on his own recognizances is tantamount to allowing him off”. However, 
Judge Noel said he was following the usual course adopted in all, save murder cases, 
where jurors failed to agree. 

Despite an extensive search no further information was located about this event. 
Perhaps the defendant did indeed “make himself scarce”, which is understandable 
under the circumstances. He had spent four months in gaol on a charge where the 
evidence was so confused that two juries had failed to reach a verdict. From his 
comments to both juries Judge Noel appears to have had serious doubts about the 
legitimacy of a guilty verdict. Given that in some of his other trials he showed no 
mercy towards felons, the fact that he urged caution in this case is significant. 

IN March 1919 The Cairns Post reported that Wm. Henry Clifford, a signalman 
working at the Kuranda Railway Station, was charged in the Cairns Police court 

before Mr. A.H. Scott and Mr. R.J. Overland, J’sP., with breaking and entering the 
Kuranda railway refreshment rooms with intent to commit a crime. It was alleged 
that Clifford stole liquor, tobacco, cigarettes and money from the premises. He was 
remanded for one week on bail with self surety of ₤20 and two further sureties of 
₤10 each or one of ₤20.

When the case resumed evidence was given by several witnesses, including some 
of Clifford’s workmates. They swore that he opened a window of the refreshment 
rooms and entered the building, taking out goods as he left. Some of the railway 
workers said he had tried to entice them to assist him in executing the robbery. 
However, a search of Clifford’s work locker and house failed to produce any evidence 
of theft, and a search of the signal-box where he worked had similar results, and the 
jury found him not guilty after a trial of several days. 

However, the day following his acquittal for breaking and entering the 
refreshment rooms he was charged with having broken and entered the premises 
and stolen liquor, tobacco, cigarettes and money. Most of the evidence was the same 
as that presented at the previous trial, and Clifford was again found not guilty.

THE Cairns Post of Saturday 7 November 1925 carried the dramatic headline 
“KURANDA BURGLARY”. The Kuranda railway station had been done over 

again and ₤120 stolen. However, this time the perpetrators were caught quickly and 
justice done in short time. The Cairns Post report said that it “may be claimed to be 
one of the smartest pieces of police work ever seen in this State”. The railway station 
was broken into between one and three o’clock on the morning of 16 November. 
Gelignite was used to break into two iron safes in the building and ₤120 was stolen. 
One safe was the property and the other belonged to the Kuranda Post Office, which 

operated out of the railway station. People living near the railway station reported 
having heard two explosions about two o’clock but thought the sounds were from 
trains blowing off steam. The thieves deliberately chose a time when there was a 
train working in the vicinity. When the station master arrived at 6.30 a.m. he found 
the door open and the fanlight smashed. When he entered the building he found 
both safes smashed and other furniture wrecked.

Police later thought that the explosives came from Millaa Millaa, where it was 
part of load being used in a quarry. Cairns police learned of the robbery at 8.30 a.m. 
and Detective Senior-Sergeant Jessen left for Kuranda by rail motor immediately. 
Numbers of the bank notes were distributed widely in the district by telegram and 
telegraph, and all police were warned to be on alert for the notes. The thieves were 
apprehended at 4 o’clock that afternoon. Sergeant Davis was walking along the 
Esplanade near the hospital when he noticed a man he suspected of being involved 
with the robbery. The man was found to have injuries to his hands, and was taken 
to the police station. When he was searched the police found all the money on his 
person, and was subsequently arrested. Reginald Ralph Pilkington was charged 
with breaking and entering on 1 December 1925. Prosecutor Ross Philp said that 
Pilkington had a long criminal record and had been convicted for robbery under 
arms in Melbourne. He was found guilty and remanded for sentence. 

IT appears that the railway refreshment rooms were a favourite target for thieves 
and would-be thieves. On 9 May 1932 The Cairns Post reported that early on 

Saturday morning the Cairns Police were notified that the Kuranda refreshment 
rooms had been broken into. A quantity of liquor and a small amount of money was 
taken. The thieves entered through a broken window. A few days the paper reported 
that the police had made no progress, and that the value of liquor and money stolen 
amounted to between ₤5 and $8. There was no further mention of the robbery in 
The Cairns Post, so it is assumed that the crime went unsolved.

ANOTHER robbery occurred at the refreshment rooms in July 1933. The 
thieves gained entry through a window at the sweets counter. A few days later 

The Cairns Post reported that no progress had been made, and that a quantity of 
tobacco and spirits was missing.

THERE was at least one win for the forces of law and order in May 1934 when 
another robbery occurred at the Kuranda refreshment rooms, but this time the 

success came from sheer stupidity on the part of the thieves, aided by police diligence. 
Sometimes the expression “Dumb and Dumber” is used to describe a particular 
incident, and no more apt expression applies to this incident. The antics of these 
particular felons supports the theory that some people should be locked up for their 
own protection! The loot from this robbery was placed on a pumper trolley, which 
was driven along the railway line from Kuranda towards Cairns. Unfortunately for 
the thieves they neglected to find out if there were any trains on the line. The pumper 
met and collided with a train in the wee hours of the morning. As a result of police 
investigations, in late May a man named Ray Williams was charged in the Cairns 
Police Court with having stolen liquor, tobacco and other goods to the value of ₤53. 
He was also charged with having unlawfully used the pumper car, the property of 
the Commissioner for Railways. Williams pleaded guilty and was sentenced to six 
months imprisonment on each charge, to be served cumulatively. 

A second man faced the court on 16 June charged with the same robbery. Jack 
Christopher Edwards complained to the court that he had been harassed by police 
and had been hunted out of every place he had been in. He told Acting Magistrate 
A. Anderson that this must have had a detrimental effect on his psychology. Sub-
Inspector McIver said that harassing Edwards was the only way the police had of 
“cramping Edwards’ style”. He added “in fact, the police have to keep a little ahead 
of him all the time”. Edwards pleaded guilty to the charges. Police said the men stole 
a pumper and trolley, placed the loot on the trolley, and proceeded down the range, 
where it met an oncoming train at about 5 a.m. Just before the pumper collided 
with the train both men jumped off and raced into the bush. The stolen goods were 
scattered about by the collision, and the train crew collected as much as they could 
before proceeding to Kuranda. After the train left the scene the thieves placed the 
trolley back on the line and went on to Redlynch. Detective Hird’s investigations led 
him to Tolga, where Edwards had previously been convicted for having 16 bags of tin 
in his possession. He regarded Edwards as a “consistent pillager of railway goods”. 
Edwards told the Magistrate that since he had been released from Stuart Creek Gaol 
two months ago he had been chased from one end of the town to the other, and had 
been hunted out of Cairns, Tolga and Gordonvale. Magistrate Anderson asked him 
“Why didn’t you get away where the police do not know you?” Edwards said the only 
way the police knew he was involved was that he had left his suit case at the scene of 
the collision. He said “I could quite easily have jumped off with my suit case and let 
the trolley crash into the train. Instead I almost brought the trolley to a standstill”. 
Sub-Inspector McIvor retorted “He’s flattering himself now”. Edwards also received 
six months imprisonment for each charge, to be served cumulatively. 

THE Kuranda railway refreshment rooms continued to attract thieves. On the 
night of Sunday 5 May 1935 thieves broke into the rooms through a window and 

stole confectionery, tobacco and spirits. The robbery was investigated by Detective 
Sergeant F.J. Voight. Following his investigation he went to Oak Forest, where he 
detained two men. There is no information on the results of the case.

ANOTHER unlawful entry was made into the railway refreshment rooms on 
9 November 1935. this time only two bottles of spirits (brandy and whiskey) 

were taken. Following the previous burglaries – six in five years – the proprietor 
had locked almost all stock in a huge burglar-proof safe. There appears to have been 
no resolution of this attack on the refreshment rooms either. No further reports are 
available of burglaries at this establishment. 

Our Historic Past Peter Ryle



The Kuranda Paper is produced by a team 
of volunteers and, at 20 years+ and still 
going strong, is arguably the longest-

running community-based newspaper 
in Queensland. The paper’s continuing 

existence relies on our advertising revenue. 
Readers: please contact our advertisers for 

your goods and services.
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Justice of the Peace
(QUALIFIED)

Please phone for appointment or leave a message,
and I will get back to you.

Telephone 4093 8780
Karen McLaren

FREE SERVICE

Our Historic Past Peter Ryle

KURANDA LETTER First Instalment by Baron Kurtz
The weather has been very showery lately, making the roads slippery and boggy, but 
what is one man’s meat is another man’s poison, and the recent rain has done the 
crops a lot of good.  To-day is a fine one with the sun shining strongly and I hope 
such weather will hold for a few days at least.

The timber trade is none too brisk, as the timber has been pretty well thinned 
out on the Kuranda side of the Barron, but on the Smithfield side there are still 
plentiful supplies, including various kinds of Silky Oak, Silkwood, Hickory, Beech 
and Moreton Bay Ash. All this timber will never be cut and hauled until there is a 
bridge over the Barron at Kuranda.

Mr. McCullum Park, the Northern Inspector of Government Works, who was up 
here about six months ago, then stated that the best place for a bridge would be in 
front of the Railway Station, as that was the narrowest portion of the river. With the 
approaches and everything necessary for a low-level bridge the distance would not 
be more than one and a half chains. Mr. G.A. Hobler, District Engineer, estimates 
the cost of the bridge at about ₤680.

Anyhow, it is time we had one, as the Middle Crossing has already been 
responsible for 7 or 8 deaths. I know of two or three young fellows who narrowly 
escaped drowning last year, and as well as the loss of human life many valuable 
horses have been drowned.

The Kuranda Quadrille Assembly held its usual dance on Saturday last, and there 
was the usual muster in spite of the wet weather.

Since my last a Sunday School has been started here by Miss Hunt and Mrs. 
Barron, who are doing grand work.

Kuranda lately has been looking quite a busy place on account of 5 or 6 trains a 
day running to Mareeba with Chillagoe material. 

And now for the social gossip.
Miss E. Morgan last week returned to Charters Towers after a short visit to friends 

at Kuranda and Mareeba; Dr. Reed, Manager of Hambledon Plantation, is on a visit 
to Kuranda for a few days, and is staying at the Kuranda Hotel; Miss C. Whitman 
has returned to her home, Cairns, after a lengthened visit to Mrs. Remilton, of the 
Kuranda Hotel; Mrs. A. Street, of Fernhill, Kuranda, is on a visit to her daughter, 
Mrs. M. Taylor of Mt. Buchan (Double Island); Mrs. Williams is on a visit to her 
brother, Mr. W.T. White, Land Commissioner. 

KURANDA LETTER Second Instalment by Baron Kurtz:
Things are pretty dull, but I will try and manage to scrape a few lines together.

The wet weather has broken up, and is now fine with cold nights. Timber hauling 
is going on merrily now.

The whooping cough has been raging very strong, but is now wearing off. Great 
sympathy is felt here for Mr. T. Vallely, who lost a fine four-year-old boy, death being 
caused by that scourge, whooping cough. Not many months back he lost another 
child, so that his cup of sorrow is filled to overflowing.

Mr. W. Veivers, snr., well-known here in timber circles, has nearly all his family 
down with the same complaint, a little girl especially having a very bad turn of it.

Dr. Hugo, of the German Agricultural Department, sent out by that country 
to Australia to see into matters regarding German 
emigration, visited Kuranda last week. In company 
with Mr. F. Bendig, who acted as pilot, visited a few 
coffee plantations of note, and was quite struck with 
the quality grown here, which he said with a little 
pruning would be quite equal, if not better, than the 
Ceylon coffee.

A mistake made as regards the Sunday-school in last 
issue. Mrs. Barron only is responsible for the school. It 
is the intention of the Kuranda boys to try their hand 
at a game of cricket with Redlynch shortly. They don’t 
expect to do wonders, as some of us have not handled a 
bat in our lives. Anyhow, if we are licked, it will be only 
because we are not strong enough.

I would like to call the attention of the Board to the 
goat nuisance here, it being impossible to grow anything 
in a garden owing to them. Another thing, you cannot 
keep a verandah (that is if there is no fence) clean, as 
in the wet weather they make it a general camping 
place. When walking down the main street the other 
night I fell over two or three of them and injured my 
leg, enough to keep me lame for a few days or so. The 
only cure is to register them all, if not, shoot them all.

The ticks have been making a re-appearance on 
the horses and cattle. I hear they have started on Mr. 
Hunter’s pigs, so that there will not be any more pork 
in Chicago for a while. I must call attention to the lady 
who lives under the mango tree. If she goes on putting 
people’s horses out of the paddock, the slip rails may 
fall on her some night.      

KURANDA LETTER Third Instalment by Baron Kurtz
It is about time that Jupiter Pluvius gave us a visit as the tanks are pretty low 
just now, and if rain does not come shortly most of us will have to carry water 
up from the river; no joke I can assure you in this rugged country.

There has been a great influx of visitors here lately, they being mostly from 
South Australia and Victoria. Most of them are speculators on the lookout for 
good things at Chillagoe, and in the interval put a few days in here.

In one family there were two deaths here last week, the cause being 
whooping cough, which I am glad to say has now pretty well cleared out from 
us.

Last Tuesday night’s ballast train took a swagman, who was supposed to be 
of unsound mind, down to Cairns to be examined prior to his admission to the 
Hospital. It appears that he had been hanging around Kuranda for two or three 
days and his behaviour was queer.

The poor beggar went down to the river for a wash as he said, and on going 
to the rocks slipped and injured his head, inflicting a nasty scalp wound , which 
necessitated him being taken to Cairns, as stated above.

Mr. Solly, Mr. Hobler’s new assistant, arrived here about a week or ten 
days ago, and is, I must say a very painstaking officer. He has had a good many 
years experience both in N.S.W. and West Australia.

The Kuranda Quadrille Assembly had their usual dance last Saturday, the 
attendance being a record one. Mr. Anton Peterson (Myola) officiated as M.C. 
A few songs and also recitations were rendered during intervals.

The Rev. Mr. Drake preached to a fair audience last Sunday week, both 
morning and evening, the services being well attended. While here he 
performed the usual function of christening two or three of Kuranda’s latest 
arrivals.

It is about time the Divisional Board had a pound erected here for all 
stallions at large. They are fast becoming a great nuisance here, as people who 
have horses running about strongly object to their animals being galloped to 
death and bitten by these steeds.

I forgot to mention that one of our four papers now being issued, the Post is 
held in great esteem here, it being the only paper that does really back up the 
industries of the district. One gentleman from South Australia said that it was 
far ahead of the other papers in Cairns.

There seems to be a great interest taken here in the war between Great 
Britain and the Boers, the sympathy being mostly for Great Britain. 

The lady from under the mango tree shifted her headquarters last night with 
her twelve or fourteen years gatherings to a place where whiskey is unknown.

I see in the “Advocate” a few issues back that I had got spots knocked off 
me. There are supposed to be two or three different individuals writing to the 
Post, but they have not guessed the right man yet and are not likely to either. 
It is no use taking any notice of what appeared in the “Advocate” as that was 
only thrown out as a feeler.

 No social gossip to speak of, but will have some next letter, and also will 
have a lengthy report on this district.  

Kuranda Letter
It is interesting to note how early in the existence of a township or settlement a gossip column would be established by the local newspapers. 
The Cairns newspaper The Morning Post had a correspondent in Kuranda as early as September 1899. This is the series of three articles 
written by “Baron Kurtz”.



abn 26435200830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
  all types of electrical and marine equipment

Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps and 
hot water systems 

No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au

Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Local  *   Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658
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LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Experienced in
Renovations • New Installations

Bore Pumps • 3 Phase Gear
Generator Changeover • Hot Water Systems

Phone Licensed • Ovens

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Servicing 
Kuranda – Speewah – Koah – Cairns
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Nestled on 40 acres of beautiful bushland at
Boyles Road in Kuranda,

Candlenut Steiner School
offers a unique educational experience,

from Kindy to Class Ten,
to families in Cairns, Kuranda and the Tablelands. 

Limited places are now available
for some classes

Come and visit our weekly markets
each Thursday from 2.30pm

Fresh produce, dips and healthy treats available.

For further information, or an enrolment package:  
please visit our website at 

www.candlenutsteinerschool.qld.edu.au 
or contact the office on

4093 8809
between 8.00am & 4.00pm
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UNITING CHURCH
IN AUSTRALIA

Kuranda Faith Community
Meets Second Sunday of the month

4.30 – 5.30pm

KURANDA RECREATION CENTRE
Fallon Road • Ph: 4093 8730

Conversation as Prayer

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, ST SAVIOUR’S KURANDA
Invites you to Worship 

SUNDAY 
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist
9.30am Sunday School

5.00pm Afternoon Worship
Holy Communion (March 31 & April 7)

all other Evening Prayer

TUESDAY
9.00am Holy Communion

ACTIVITIES
Home Groups • Alpha • A Life Worth 

Living • Sunday School

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday

CAKES AND BOOKS
Saturday April 6
8.00am-12.30pm

Enq Chris Wright Tel 4093 8735 • Email wrightc@iig.com.au

St Christopher’s
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Barang Street, Kuranda

Our Sunday Mass held at 6.00pm

Mass: First Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm 

Thought of the Month from the Baha’i Faith

Study Circles on the Holy Writings now available, all welcome to Book 1 every Monday and Tuesday evenings 
at 7.00pm in Kuranda, no charge, all views respected. Book 4 also available.
Devotional Meetings each Sunday.
Morning prayers each Tuesday at 8.00am, in the park in central Kuranda followed by coffee.
Meditations/Reflections by arrangement, please feel free to request a topic.
First Day of Ridvan Sunday 21 April, followed by celebration of the 12 day Ridvan Festival, the Most Holy 
Festival, commemorating events in old Baghdad in 1863, phone 4093 7120/9571 for directions, all welcome.
Also regular events in Cairns, Atherton, Malanda, Tolga, Mareeba and other places
All enquiries welcome. Telephone 4093 7120/9571

From the Baha’i Community of the Tablelands

A Thought for Easter

Need a new washing machine, fridge or other 
essential houshold goods?

NILS
The No Interest Loan Scheme provides interest-free loans for 

individuals or families on low income.
How much can you borrow?

It varies, but usually up to $1,000 and the repayment period is 
up to 2 years.

Who is eligible?
Anyone holding a Health Care Card or Pension Card.

See Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre for more details.

Kuranda Videos
BP COMPLEX, ROB VEIVERS DRIVE

Ph: (07) 4093 7664
• New releases overnight $6.60 or 2 for $11.00

• Recent releases overnight $3.30
• 5 weekly movies $11.00

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday 12.00 – 8.00pm

Saturday & Sunday 10.00am – 8.00pm
School Holidays 10.00am – 8.00pm

The Kuranda Paper is produced on the 
last Thursday of each month except 
January issue (11 editions per year), by 
the Kuranda Media Association Inc. (a 
registered not-for-profit organisation).
The Paper is produced entirely by 

volunteer labour – typesetting, design and layout, office and accounts 
administration, paper folding etc. We have to pay for printing, delivery 
and distribution, and normal office running costs such as rent, 
phone, insurance, etc. Any excess funds raised are distributed to the 
Community through grants and donations as decided by the Kuranda 
Media Association management committee.
The Paper exists only through these costs being paid for by advertisers. 
If you are a POTENTIAL ADVERTISER please see contact details and 
pricing on page 2, and experience that warm, fuzzy inner feeling 
that you have helped to keep the Paper going, and done your bit to 
indirectly assist the community! And of course, let the thousands of 
locals and visitors know about your business or service.

“The divine religions must be the cause of oneness among men, and the means of unity and love; they must 
promulgate universal peace, free man from every prejudice, bestow joy and gladness, exercise kindness to all 
men and do away with every difference and distinction. Just as Bahá’u’lláh addressing the world of humanity 
saith: ‘O people! Ye are the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch.’ ”
          (Abdu ‘l-Baha)

THIS month we open our Bibles to St Johns Gospel Chapter 20 and read verses 1 to 18. As we read we 
realise that we are in the company of a very courageous woman. What she did was both dangerous and 
frightening, and what she sees dismays her. The tomb is open and the body is gone. Her first instinct 

is to tell the other disciples. Two of them come and they too realise the body is gone. One of them leaps to the 
truth. The Lord is risen!

Mary is still searching frantically in the area. She meets a man she does not see clearly in the early dawn. 
Her response to his enquiry about her tears is to plead for the body she is seeking. The man quietly says her 
name and in that moment Mary knows she need look no further.

She moves instinctively to hold him but he moves gently from her. Once again Mary seeks the other disciples. 
This time there is no cry of distress, only a statement so profound and significant it can be said only in the 
simplest words. Mary says “I have seen the Lord.”

 What does this moment in this woman’s life say to us today? She came 
“while it was yet dark.” As we in the early years of the third millennium 
seek for Jesus it is in many senses a dark time. In many circles it takes 
courage to acknowledge being a Christian. Sometimes the search is not 
easy.

Jesus can seem to be no longer part of the world we live in [v 2]. If that 
feeling becomes strong in us we should do what Mary did, go for help. Join 
a group of others who are searching for him and for what he might mean 
in their lives [v 3]. Someone will take you further on the search than you 
can go yourself, someone whose vision is clearer, whose intuition richer, 
than yours.

 Others can help but we must continue to search [v 11]. For Mary there 
comes an ironic moment. She doesn’t know Jesus when she meets him as 
the Risen Lord [v 15]. We may be searching in our life for something lost, 
something we presume dead.

Perhaps it is faith itself, perhaps a love lost, perhaps a lost sense of 
fulfilment about our job. We need to realize that the first question we 
might ask is “Why?” Asking that “why?” may be the moment Our Lord can 
meet us again.

 Our Lord told Mary she could not hold him [v 17]. We cannot hold 
faith in Our Lord as a private possession. We need, as Mary did, to share 
him in community with others. There is another sense in which Jesus 
refuses to be our prisoner. Instead he grows and changes endlessly, and, 
as he does, he calls us to grow and change in our relationship with him. If 
we are prepared to follow him he will uphold us in the growing which he 
demands. That is the Good News for Easter.

Easter 
Services 

 
Thursday March 28th

(Maundy Thursday)
7.30pm The Eucharist of the 

Last Supper
 

Friday March 29th
(Good Friday)

9.30am Family Service 
6.00pm Evening Worship

 
Sunday March 31st

(Easter Sunday) 
6.00am Dawn Service 

Communion
9.30am Easter Family 

Eucharist
5.00pm Easter Communion 

Words of Wisdom from my Grandmother

I will not be any man’s ‘half 
time’, ‘down time’, ‘spare time’ or 
‘sometimes’. So don’t waste my 
time.



Sunday 7th April at 4.00 pm
at the Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road

Bring a plate to share.
Subscription for 2013 is $20 per year or $5 for a one-day membership.

For more information ring Hans at 4093 8393
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Trout On Line

Michael Trout MP Member for Barron River
Phone: 4038 2800

Email: barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au

Two issues of concern to Kuranda residents 
recently have prompted a huge amount of 
correspondence with my office. 

Firstly, the matter of deamalgamation. By 
the time you read this I will have addressed the 
public meeting held at the Community Precinct 

on 25 March, after spending considerable time listening to constituents. A 
tiny percentage of ratepayers are supportive of a return to Mareeba Shire 
Council, but an overwhelming majority reject the Mareeba industrial/
agricultural/development model. While the Minister will not entertain any 
notions of deamalgamation of a deamalgamation, he has intimated that he 
is prepared to facilitate the procedure that will allow Kuranda to join the 
Cairns Regional Council at the time of the 2016 election should that be 
the inclination of the community. A small group of committed, thinking 
individuals from around the district have volunteered to steer a working 
group with a focus on positive outcomes in keeping with the wishes of the 
community. As your local member, I am committed to helping the Kuranda 
community achieve whatever it decides to do in due course, as proven in 
lobbying against fluoride. 

By the time this goes to press, I do hope that my constituents have studied 
the draft Tablelands Planning Scheme and where applicable, registered 
concerns with Tablelands Regional Council. 

Once the consultation period is over, and everyone has had the 
opportunity to contribute their ideas and comments to a usable, workable, 
environmentally sustainable but realistic plan, then I can take the matter to 
State Government. 

I have already discussed this in length with the Deputy Premier and 
Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning and the 
Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, and I don’t foresee any problem 
in effecting changes that reflect the wishes of the Tablelands Regional 
Council’s ratepayers.

There are already stringent State government policies in place to protect 
the environment, so removal of any excessive overlays is not going to have 
any detrimental effect on the environment whatsoever.

The Goddess of 1967 
Synopsis: A cross-cultural road movie from director Clar 
Law (Floating Life), a native of Hong Kong, who lives and 
works in Australia. Boy is a Japanese internet hacker and 
snake enthusiast whose dream car is a 1967 Citroen – the 
Goddess of the title – which he locates in Australia. When 
he arrives to collect the car he discovers the owner dead 
and is forced to make a deal with Deirdre, the owner’s 
blind and emotionally bereft niece. Boy agrees to take 
Deirdre to her outback hometown (a five day drive) 
where she plans to confront her estranged and abusive 
father. This film is saturated in an array of dense colours 
and images that are overwhelming with their beauty and 
poignancy. Deirdre’s blind and passionate dancing in a 

local bar; the burning of an old church; the otherworldliness of the Japanese settings 
– are all compelling scenes. Both Boy and Deirdre are running from dark pasts 
(witnessed in a series of flashbacks) but must reconcile their histories in order to move 
forward individually and as a couple. At times confounding with a desultory narrative, 
‘The Goddess of 1967’ is a film about family and treachery, revenge and forgiveness. 

L’Atalante 
Synopsis: The life of masterful French auteur Jean Vigo 
was cut tragically short at the age of 29, leaving him with 
a filmography of only four films. All four of these films 
are collected here, and together they represent a unique 
talent the likes of which the world had never seen. Cutting 
his teeth on the inventive, satirical A Propos de Nice, Vigo 
then turned to swimming champion Jean Taris in the 
experimental Taris, Roi de l’Eau. Vigo’s two masterpieces, 
however, were undoubtedly the comical Zero de Conduite 
and the breathatking L’Atalante. Vigo’s films were never 
fully appreciated until well after his death, but now, over 
seven decades later, Vigo may be celebrated for what he is: a groundbreaking auteur 
responsible for some of cinema’s most beautiful and provocative images. 

Jean (Jean Dasté), captain of the canal barge L’Atalante, marries Juliette (Dita 
Parlo) in her village. The opening sequence — the newlyweds’ march from the church 
to Jean’s boat — is filmed in a discontinuous style that anticipates the films of the 
French New Wave.

The couple travel to Paris to deliver cargo, enjoying a makeshift honeymoon en 
route. Jean’s two crewmen, Père Jules (Michel Simon) and the cabin boy, are not used 
to the presence of a woman aboard. Jean flies into a jealous rage, smashing plates and 
sending Jules’ cats scattering every which way, when he discovers Juliette and Jules 
talking in the latter’s quarters.

Arriving in Paris, Jean promises Juliette a night out, but Jules goes to see a 
fortune teller, taking the cabin boy with him. Jean cannot leave the barge unattended, 
disappointing Juliette.

Later, however, Jean takes his wife to a dance hall. There they meet a street peddler 
who flirts with Juliette, dances with her, and asks her to run off with him. This leads 
to a scuffle with Jean, after which the boatman drags his wife back to the barge. When 
Juliette sneaks away to see the sights, a furious Jean casts off, leaving her behind.

Unaware of this, Juliette enjoys window shopping. When she finds the barge gone, 
she tries to buy a train ticket home, but her purse is stolen. She finds work and a place 
to sleep.

Meanwhile, Jean comes to regret his decision, slipping into depression. He is 
summoned by his company’s manager, but Jules manages to keep him from losing his 
job. To the surprise of his crew, Jean first dunks his head in a bucket of water, then 
jumps into the river, recalling a folk tale Juliette had told him: that one can see the 
face of one’s true love in the water. Jules sets out to find Juliette. He returns her to her 
husband, and the couple happily embrace.

A part of the crowd of over 350 in attendance at the public meeting
on de-amalgamation, Monday night, 25 March.
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Dale Mattsson – Backhoe Hire
EXPERIENCED OWNER OPERATOR

Servicing Kuranda & Surrounds
FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING NEEDS

Phone Dale 
0419 684 549

I’m sure you will enjoy this. I never knew one word in the English language that 
could be a noun, verb, adj, adv, preposition: UP

This two-letter word in English has more meanings than any other two-
letter word. It is listed in the dictionary as an [adv], [prep], [adj], [n] or [v].

It’s easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, 
but when we awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP?

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we speak UP, and why 
are the officers UP for election (if there is a tie, it is a toss UP) and why is it UP 
to the secretary to write UP a report? We call UP our friends, brighten UP a 
room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen. 
We lock UP the house and fix UP the old car. 

At other times, this little word has real special meaning. People stir UP 
trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses.

To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special. 
A drain must be opened UP because it is blocked UP.

We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night. We seem to be pretty 
mixed UP about UP! To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look UP the word 
UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can 
add UP to about thirty definitions. 

If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will 
take UP a lot of your time, but if you don’t give UP, you may wind UP with (UP to) a 
hundred or more. 

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun comes out, we say 
it is clearing UP. When it rains, it soaks UP the earth. When it does not rain for awhile, 
things dry UP. One could go on and on, but I’ll wrap it UP, for now . . . my time is UP!

Oh, one more thing: What is the first thing you do in the morning and the last thing 
you do at night? U P! Did that one crack you UP?

Don’t screw UP. Show this to everyone you look UP in your address book – or not 
– it’s UP to you.

Now I’ll shut UP.

UP
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• Over 12 years of caring for the taxpayers of 
Kuranda

• Friendly personal service
• Fast Refunds

• Bookkeeping, on site or in office
• Record keeping training and advice

• Assistance with GST issues and BAS preparation
• All business structures catered for

www.kurandatax.com
Telephone 4093 7385

Fax 4093 8903
PO Box 376

9/24 Coondoo Street
(upstairs at the Red House)

Email julie@kurandatax.com

THOMAS MINI DIGGER & TIPPER
4:1 Bucket
Trencher
Augers

Level Bar
Fencing

Retaining Walls
Paving

Decking
Concrete Paths & Driveways

Contact Mike 0412 994 030
BSA 57320

Landscape
& Light 

Earthmoving

JENSEN’S JOTTINGS
…continued from page 19

Welcome Pocket Development:  In response to 
questions, the TRC Council decision was to approve the 
Development Application, with conditions. The former 
TRC also made direct representation to the Minister 
to ensure that the FNQ 2031 Plan did not preclude the 
development. In regards the current status of what is 
happening regards the progress of the development, you 
would need to contact the Welcome Pocket group.
Kuranda Infrastructure Projects: All details 
regarding the Strategic Plan, list of Projects until 2020 
and Budget of the Kuranda Infrastructure Fund are on 
the TRC website. All former debts have been paid off 
and the next phase of Projects is now being delivered. 
The design of the new Visitors Centre is complete and 
Tenders will be advertised soon. The Riverwalk Project 
(a circuit from the new stairs at the Train Station, along 
the river to the Village via the section near the Barron 
R Bridge) will be completed by June this year. The 
undercover Walkway Pods are now out to tender. Future 
projects (including water fountains and Therwine St 
upgrade) are being developed for design. The longer 
term (before 2020) future projects (Indigenous 
Precinct, Amphitheatre) are definitely still included in 
the Strategic Plan.
Kuranda Amphitheatre Toilets: For some 

months, Council staff have been meeting with reps of the 
Amphitheatre Committee to firm up the design of the 
new toilets at the Amphitheatre. The project is budgeted 
for in the TRC budget. 
Budget 2013/14: Council has been asked to develop 
two Budgets for the 2013/14 financial year (one for the 
continuing TRC and one for the new MSC). Any already 
approved projects currently funded in the 2012/13 
Budget will not be affected and will continue. 
Kuranda Community Precinct: The new KCP 
Advisory Committee will begin meeting this month 
under the leadership of the Independent Chairperson 
John Baskerville. Residents are certainly welcome to 
talk with myself or any of the community reps on the 
Committee. (John Robinson, Mandy Dewey, Arch 
McArthur, Nicki Gibson). The Committee will begin 
the next stage of developing the site as a Community 
Precinct for the Kuranda District. The long-term plan is 
to create a community space for all the community to 
access and enjoy. The broad Master Plan is to relocate 
the Library to the Precinct and to sell the old Pre-School 
site to fund the development of the community space. 
The detailed planning of what "community space" looks 
like is dependent on funding and consensus of what is 
needed in this community and time. 
"Business as Usual": The coming months until 
December 31st will be both busy and difficult for the 
TRC staff as they prepare all that has to be done before 
de-amalgamation. The tasks are numerous and the 

current staff, like many residents, are still awaiting the 
Minister's decisions on the details/ rules of how the 
transition will operate. (At this time, there is no clarity 
over jobs and all positions will be under consideration 
during the transition). Elections for the new Council will 
be in the last quarter of this year.
However, the normal business and services of Council 
will continue over this time. 
Customer Requests System: If you have a 
request for Council action, you can easily and quickly log 
this, either via email to info@trc.qld.gov.au , or by using 
the link “Report a Problem” on the Council website, or 
by phone 1 300 362 242 (this same phone number is 
also the after hours Emergency number)
Council Meetings: Council Meetings are held on 
the first and third Thursdays of each month, alternately 
in Atherton and Mareeba. (April 4th in Mareeba and 
April 18th in Atherton). Meetings are public meetings 
and anyone is welcome to attend. Requests to address 
Council can be made by contacting the Mayor’s Office 
40434411. The Meeting Agenda is published on the TRC 
website by the Monday immediately prior to the Council 
Meeting day.
Councillor Contact Details: Ph: 0417 002 046 
(mobile is best) or 4093 8601 (all numbers have 
voicemail; please wait for the message)
Email: jennyj@trc.qld.gov.au  
Also check out Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Cr.JennyJ

Shoe leather and tyre rubber is beginning to heat up as 
entries start flooding in for the 10th anniversary Great 
Wheelbarrow Race.

This iconic, award-winning event sees entrants race to 
push a wheelbarrow from Mareeba to Chillagoe, following 
in the footsteps and tyre tracks of the region’s hardy 
pioneers.

“This fantastic event has built up its own traditions of 
fun, of competition and community spirit and of raising 
really significant amounts of money for a variety of charity 
and community groups,” Race Committee chairman 
and Tablelands Regional Council Deputy Mayor Evan 
McGrath said.

“In the past two events alone, contestants have raised 
more than $274,000 which is frankly an amazing effort.”

“All of those things will again be part of the 140 
kilometre-long event.

“Another tradition is for new teams to come on board 
each year, and this time around McDonalds have picked 
up the handles of the wheel-barrow and are joining in the 
adventure.

McDonalds will be raising funds for Ronald McDonald 
Family Retreat at Palm Cove. The Retreat is part of the 
Ronald McDonald House program run by McDonalds in 

Australia for 31 years. Ronald McDonald houses provide a 
home away from home for families of seriously ill children 
undergoing treatment.

The McDonalds organisation is also adding its support 
to the overall event, becoming a Silver Sponsor for the 
10th Anniversary Great Wheelbarrow Race.

“Our event is the reigning Queensland Regional 
Achievement and Community Awards Winner in the 
Events and Tourism category,” Councillor McGrath said.

“It is very welcome to see it also being recognised by 
such a high-profile organisation with its own strong record 
of charitable community contributions.”

This year the Great Wheelbarrow Race will be held 
from 17-19 May and is expected to exceed all previous 
events.

Contestants race each other, either solo or in teams, 
while pushing a wheelbarrow the 140 kilometres between 
Mareeba and Chillagoe.

It celebrates the region’s pioneers, who frequently 
pushed wheelbarrows laden with their possessions to help 
open up the district.

“I understand there are international teams in training; 
it’s to be hoped they too will join in the adventure that is 
the Great Wheelbarrow Race,” Cr McGrath said.

Great Wheelbarrow Race 
makes Sydneysider’s bucket list 
Seventy-three year old Sydneysider Oke Andersson has 
visited Mareeba three times already. But his fourth will be 
something completely different – and mark off one of his 
bucket-list items.

Mr Andersson has nominated to join the Great 
Wheelbarrow Race as a solo competitor – which means 
he will be pushing his barrow alone across the tough 140 
kilometre course from Mareeba to Chillagoe.

His interest in taking part follows his own health 
odyssey. “I had cancer in 2010 and had operations in 2010 
and 2011,” he said.

“Then I started reading about Lance Armstrong and 
went out and bought a push bike and started going mad on 
it. I was going to join a ride from Sydney to Melbourne but 
they knocked me back. I kept training and then the Great 
Wheelbarrow Race came up.”

Mr Andersson said two fellow members of his motor-
home group had passed away from brain cancer, one  this 
year and one last year. “I am thinking I might have a T-shirt 
with their photographs on it and do some fund-raising,” he 
said.

Great Wheelbarrow Race committee chair Councillor 
Evan McGrath welcomed Mr Andersson’s involvement.

“It is inspirational to have entrants like this put their 
hand up,” he said.

Great Wheelbarrow Race 10th Anniversary



CLASSIFIEDS
COST 25 CENTS PER WORD. UNPAID 

CLASSIFIEDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Lodge at Video Shop BP Complex.

Looking for 
something new? 
A great way to support your community

is to join your local SES. 
Not a lot of time out of your busy schedule, but

a great feeling of helping those in need. 
Training held every Tuesday night at Fallon 

Road. 

Call Carol for details on
0427 037 054 or 0409 758 122 

If someone in your 
family has a drinking 
problem, you can see 

what it is doing to 
them, but can you see 

what it is doing to you?

Al-Anon
can help you!

MEETINGS IN KURANDA,
SMITHFIELD, CAIRNS

Phone Kate 4093 9668
1300 ALANON

Positions Vacant 
The Kuranda Paper will accept your 

Position Vacant or Position Wanted Ad

FOR FREE
HELP OUR LOCAL ECONOMY

• THINK LOCAL • EMPLOY LOCAL  • BUY LOCAL

April Stars

Rob Hart
Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
Ph. (07) 4093 0218
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Kuranda Transfer Station
Opening Times from 1 July 2012

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS
8.00am to 5.00pm

Kuranda Branch Library and Council Office
4–12 Thoree Street • Phone 4093 9185

www.library.muc.qld.gov.au
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Closed
11am–6pm
11am–5pm

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11am–5pm
9am–12noon
9am–12noon

NO COUNCIL SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sewing repairs: Alterations and new designs. 
Machine and hand work. No job too small. Phone 
Vicki on 4093 8976 or 0400 791 345

Hot or Cold: Get your reverse cycle A/C installed 
now. “WE DO THE LOT”. Free quotes on all electrical 
and air conditioning needs.  Available now.  30 years 
exp. Lic 72376 Phone Dave 40930773

Just Gorgeous Huge Easter Sale: 50%-70% off 
LOTS and LOTS of clothing, shoes and handbags! 
Starts Good Friday through to Easter Monday 
10.00am-4.00pm.

Kuranda Roots Festival: 14, 15, 16 June 2013, 
The Billabong is seeking RSA trained bar staff and 
kitchen staff for this event. Phone Ginger 4093 7684.

The Australian Bush Store
is seeking a

MANAGER OR ASSISTANT MANAGER
to work with existing manager due to go on 
maternity leave.
The mature applicant must have:
•  Retail experience in all facets of the giftware 

and clothing field
•  Knowledge of computerised POS system
•  Proven background in stock control
•  Availability to work on weekends
•  Excellent people skills.
This is a part time position, with flexible days/
hours. Only successful applicants will be 
contacted.
E-mail CVs to:
info@australianbushstore.com.au

INVITATION FOR TENDER
Kuranda District State College is seeking a 

Tuckshop Convenor 
who is keen to work in conjunction with our 
Parents and Citizens Association  providing 
a set menu for both campuses Monday to 
Friday.
The Business Proposal Information Pack can  
be downloaded from
http://kurandadistrictsc.eq.edu.au in the 
Quick Links section Expression of Interest 
to be submitted by 12th 
April:
The Principal
Confidential and Private
Kuranda District State 
College, PO Box 454
Kuranda   Qld   4881 

SPEEWAH
4bdr,

2bath,
three story
with pool

on large block.
$550pw

Avail now.
Ray White
Smithfield

Ph 4038 2066

Well the Ram is rampant, ram-rodding Rambo style. 
In other words, Aries rules. Over the New Moon, 
from 8th to 11th April, the Sun, Moon, Venus and 
Mars are all in tight conjunction around 20° Aries, 
the point where the Sagittarian energy also flows in. 
The Ram merging with the Centaur. A formidable 
combination – charging headlong with power and 
speed. Unstoppable you would think.

At the same time Pluto is becoming stationary, 
going retrograde in Capricorn – the world pauses, 
takes an in-breath as the Arian forces come charging 
over the horizon. What’s happening here? Revolution?

Well Uranus, the revolutionary, has been in Aries 
for some months holding the door open and here 
comes the charge-down. The Sun, Venus and Mars 
riding the dark moon. Then, as Mercury flies into Aries 
on the 14th April, lightning strikes. Venus takes root 
in Taurus and Jupiter, centering in Gemini, spreads 
the good news.

Sun and Mars also in Taurus on 20th April brings a 
surge of life-force and what was begun as an idealistic 
quest becomes a living, growing reality. We are at an 
epoch-shifting point in planetary evolution so this 
shift will be obvious and vast.

How we relate to all this on a personal level is a 
very individual thing. If your birth chart has planets or 
angles around 20° Aries, for example, you’ll feel this 
surge as irresistible in whatever area of life your chart 
indicates. If your chart is active around 20° Libra it 
will come at you from out there. A mid heaven at 20°- 
25° Aries will see you bursting into the world in a blaze 
of glory… and so on…

Take up the challenge; plant the seeds, and watch 
for the opening. There’s a lunar eclipse at 5° Scorpio 
on the Full Moon at sunrise on 26th April. Meaning, 
of course, that as the full moon goes down over the 
western horizon it will also be eclipsing. A rare 
and interesting spectacle. Setting the scene for an 
intensely emotional deeply obsessive month. Whoosh! 
Fortunately it’s a partial eclipse and is followed in 
May by another set of eclipses, so its influence will be 
short-term, never the less intense. Flow with it, and if 
your birth chart figures around 5° Scorpio or Taurus, 
then hang on!

Between the Bull and the Scorpion there’s no easy 
option. It’s a wild ride.

Saturn is retrograde through all of this in Scorpio, 
and the month ends with a Sun/Mars opposition to 
Saturn-Taurus to Scorpio. Grinding down, trimming 
back and exposing the essence. Nevermind, with the 
Uranus Pluto square in full cry, nothing much survives 
that’s not nurturing the new life, so the sooner the 
better for the clearing of the old structures. This is 
what transformation is all about and we are all part of 
the process.





Every  Sat    Kuranda Envirocare Tree Planting, Ph 4093 9926  for details or
  check website www.envirocare.org.au 
1st Sat     Garden Group 2.00pm Ph David or Graham 4093 9492
Every Sun A.A. CWA Hall 10.30am Ph 4093 7599
  Speewah Country Market 8.00am to 2.00pm 4093 0361 
  Yoga with Aileen 10.00am Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen  
  4093 7401
1st Sun  Kuranda Film Society 4.00pm to 8.00pm, Kuranda Recreation  
  Centre Ph Margaret or Hans 4093 8393
2nd Sun United Church  Recreation Centre 4:00 pm, Krishna 4093 8730
Every Mon. Acappella Singing 7.15-8.45pm
 Kids Aerial Circus with Louise Kohn. Bookings essential at the  

Amphitheatre 3.30 pm, 0424 928 917
  Kurandacoots adult circus jam  Amphitheatre at 6.30 pm. Bring  
  any circus toys. 
  Yoga – Gentle 8.15am for 8.30 start. Energise your life with HALS  
  (Health across the Life Span) QCWA Hall, Phone Aileen 4093 7401 or  
  Sheila 4093 7617
  Kuranda Rangers Soccer: Social training 4.30-6.00pm; Night Soccer  
  (4 a side) 6.30-8.00pm. Gary 4093 7109
3rd Mon KNC Management Committee Meeting 6.00pm Rob Veivers
 Drive Ph 4093 8933
Every Tues, Al-Anon Family Groups 6.00pm 
Wed & Fri Ph Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON

Karate at CWA Hall Kuranda 6.15pm to 7.15pm for more info call
Geoff 4093 7380

 Koah Sports & Social Club 7.30pm Barbara La Baysse 4093 7026
Every Tue Tribal Bellydance at Kuranda Community Precinct.
  Ph Lisa 0409 367 967.
  Tae kwon do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
  Ph 0437 438 196
   Yoga 5.30 pm Kuranda Recreation Centre: Contact Aileen 4093 7401
   8 Ball  7.00pm at Kuranda Recreation Centre
2nd Tue Tourism Kuranda meets behind St Saviour’s Church.
  Kuranda SES Training, 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.   
  Contact James Partridge 0402 119 642
2nd & 4th Tue Mareeba Toastmasters meets 7.30-9.30pm, Mareeba RSL.   
  Phone Fran 4093 7288 or Joe 4092 2089. Guests welcome.
Every Wed Lifeline Counselling at KNC (appointment necessary)
  Craft and Social Morning at QCWA hall 9.00am 

Kuranda Playgroup 9.30am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
New families please phone Lina 4093 9358.
Weekly Meditations/Reflections 7.00pm at The Hidden Words 
Bookshop, bottom of Therwine Street.
Karate at Koah Hall 6.15pm-7.15pm for more info call Geoff 
4093 7380

  Mah Jong  at KNC  1.00 to 4.00pm. All welcome
  *New* Wing Chun (Kung Fu) The Amphitheatre 6:30 to 7:30pm. 
  Ph Kurt Golden 0400 772 645  
1st Wed  Kuranda Interagency Network Meeting 2.00pm at KNC
  Kuranda and District Chamber of Commerce 4.30pm  Kuranda Hotel
2nd Wed QCWA meeting 12.30pm at Hall Ph 4093 7016 
  Kuranda and Environs Community Alliance Group –   
  10.00am Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.
Every Thur Rotary 6.00pm Kuranda Hotel/Motel Ph 4093 7206
 Tae kwon do & Self Defence  6.30pm CWA Hall 
 Ph 0437 438 196
  Kuranda Rangers Soccer: training for competition players only  
  4.00-5.30 Gary 4093 7109
 Kurandacoots Adult Circus Jam at the Amphitheatre 6.30pm
2nd Thur  Ambulance 7.30pm Ambulance  Centre, Fallon Road 

CONTRIBUTORS: PLEASE CHECK DETAILS AND ADVISE CHANGES

Permits required for ALL fires

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
FIRE or other emergencies – please phone 000

SES Flood or Storm emergencies – please phone 132 500

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
Davies Creek
Koah
Kuranda
Myola
Speewah

4093 3181
4093 7006
0408 077 746
4093 7190 / 0408 151 199
4093 0211

Lloyd
Peter
Nick
Duncan
John

          Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 To: Speewah  
  Koah  
    
     
 Ex: Koah  
    
    
 Ex: Speewah
    
    

*SCHOOL DAYS ONLY              # BOOKING REQUIRED
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

Departs Bus Stop “D” Lake Street Transit Mall, City Place, Cairns
                                                       Mon & Tues           Wed to Fri    Sat, Sun & Pub Hol
 Departs Kuranda        
 
       
        
 

*1510 from Smithfield to Koah Mon to Fri SCHOOL DAYS ONLY
  Departs Cairns  
           
   
       

All services except 1000 go to Speewah & Koah if required
**Mareeba

# Via Caravonica, Redlynch, Raintrees, Westcourt, TAFE, Cairns City
NO SERVICE EASTER FRIDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY

JOHN’S KURANDA BUS
“The Local Bus”

 Tel John 0418 772 953

0900

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

0900
1300

*1530
1750

#0705
#1315
*1550
#0710
#1320
*1540

1000

1645
#0815

#0820

#0720
1330
1530

#0720
0900
1130
1330
1530

0830
1530

**0825
1710

0825
1000
1230
1710

0930
**1615
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