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Kuranda’s ICONIC Butterfly Sanctuary
emerges from hibernation
On Monday 23rd March 2020 (just like the rest of the country) the Australian Butterfly
Sanctuary in Kuranda was advised that, due to Government restrictions regarding COVID-19,
we had to shut our gates indefinitely for the first time in 32 and a half years.
Lots of other ‘firsts’ have occurred since, including hearing new phrases such as ‘flattening
the curve’, ‘social distancing’, ‘iso’ and ‘hibernation’. Now we all know what these phrases
mean, but only three months ago, they were foreign concepts. But life, and nature, goes on
and so we started our cycle of “cocooning” our charges and ourselves as we waited for those
gates to re-open.
HIBERNATION (being in the chrysalis stage)
After closing to the public, the Australian Butterfly Sanctuary went into hibernation mode.
Although we couldn’t showcase our beautiful butterflies and hungry caterpillars to guests, all
our precious charges still needed to be fed and cared for.
Our breeding laboratory is home to approximately 4000 caterpillars at varying stages
of growth, and it requires two staff to spend eight hours a day feeding all of those hungry
mouths. COVID-19 or no COVID-19, it is a 365 day a year job.
It also takes two gardeners to maintain the caterpillar host food plants, those which
are on-site at the Sanctuary, and our other host food plant patches at Rainforestation and
down on the coast at the COUCH (Cairns Organisation United for Cancer Health) Centre
in Manoora. In addition, the gardeners must cut enough food plant every day to feed the 12
species of caterpillars that we currently have in the Sanctuary.
And of course we cannot forget about the butterflies in the aviary, they need a staff
member to take care of them every day, including tasks such as feeding them fresh nectar and
collecting eggs to take to the lab. Newly emerged butterflies need to be released daily so they
can feed and find a partner for mating. The circle of life goes on.
Like a lot of other normally busy-businesses, we took the opportunity in this quieter time
to undertake a 'ronavation' of the Sanctuary, with lots of cleaning and repainting of the site so
everything would look refreshed when we could re-open our gates. We also had to ensure that
the site was COVID safe in order to re-open to the public as per Government requirements.
During the hibernation stage we also found creative ways to keep in touch with humans,
including establishing Facebook Live sessions, which occurred once every three weeks. These
Live sessions enabled real time virtual interaction between our butterfly guide and expert,
Robin Cruse, who has worked here for 19 years, and our Facebook followers. Robin showed
those watching from home butterfly eggs, mating couples and answered lots of questions
from inquisitive minds in ‘iso’. This is something that we will be continuing when we reopen,
as it is a lovely way to maintain a visual, educational and fun relationship with our Facebook
followers who can’t be here in person.

RE-OPENING (emerging out of the chrysalis)
We were so excited to re-open the gates on Saturday 13 June and receive guests once again.
There are some noticeable changes in operation, such as social distancing rules and hand
sanitiser available for everyone to use. All other mandatory COVID-safe requirements have
also been implemented. What hasn’t changed though is the magic of getting so close to our
butterflies, a tradition many locals, and not so local visitors, of all ages have cherished over
decades. For many it is, if they are lucky, the first time one of these marvels of nature briefly
alights on head or arm.
Our COVID journey has reflected the transformative part of the butterfly life cycle. We
were developing in a chrysalis for longer than usual, but we have finally emerged like a
beautiful butterfly ,with pumped up wings, ready and keen to take to the wing.
To our amazing dedicated staff at the Australian Butterfly Sanctuary, who have managed to
stay motivated and adapted to oodles of change during these unprecedented and challenging
times, thank you for everything above and beyond.
To our visitors, we look forward to seeing your faces once again and we have lots of new
and exciting things planned for locals in the near future. We are currently open 10am to
3pm Thursday to Sunday, and while bookings are recommended to avoid disappointment
(we currently do have some restrictions on numbers) we also welcome walk-ins should you
be in the village and in need of a butterfly hit. Support local, join 1500 free-flying butterflies,
visit the Breeding Laboratory and more. And we are supporting our locals by offering a 20%
discount ( please bring local ID). Please make a visit to the butterflies part of your rediscovery
of our village.
Follow us on Facebook – KurandaButterflies to find out what we are up to and learn
something new, as we constantly do, about butterflies. This is also a great resource for curious
children. You can also check out our website www.australianbutterflies.com for updated
opening days and times. Thank you for all your support, see you soon and stay COVID safe!
Mel Nikolich, Manager Australian Butterfly Sanctuary

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US
This edition marks the 29th anniversary of The Kuranda Paper, with the first edition being
printed in July 1991. On the occasion of the first anniversary in 1992, then President of the
Kuranda Media Association, the late Joan Dods wrote for the front page:

One of the earliest, and youngest,
visitors upon re-opening was Charlie.
Photo: Jodie Crane

Twenty-eight years down the track we could not say it better. Thank you to all our contributors,
our advertisers, our volunteers and our readers. Thanks to your support The Kuranda Paper,
even in these turbulent times, is still going strong and we looking forward to celebrating our
30th birthday this time next year.
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NOT COOL TO CLOSE OUR POOL

ABRA KADABRA

mail@kurandapaper.com

In this time, where health and fitness is paramount, we have the Kuranda
pool closed for around four months.
The winter ‘maintenance’ closure could now be seen as duplicitousness.
The real reason, I believe, maybe the Mareeba Shire Council not wanting
to pay for heating during this period.
If justifiable due to a lack of patronage, it is no wonder with an apparent
total absence of advertising, marketing and promotion. Ratepayers will no
doubt have to pay their yearly pool levy for the eight months of operation.
Year after year, we see a gradual increase in patronage until the winter
closure. Upon reopening, patronage begins again at next to zero, and then
limps along, with many of the regular swimmers never seen again. The
winter closure affects the total year round patronage.
One idea of many would be to increase the levy to cover the heating
expense, to include an entry pass with the rates notice, and to increase the
temperature minimally rather than the usual ‘bath’ temperature. Why not
go all out and install solar panels?
Swimming in winter is the best time of the year; less sunburn, warm
water, hot showers and increased body warmth for the remainder of the
day.
Krys Jones, Kuranda

There comes a time in business when it’s necessary to adapt and change
with the times.
Time to upgrade, to reinvent, to move forward. That time has come for
Abra Kadabra Kuranda.
After 30 years of trading in the village, while our physical shop is
closing we are transitioning online. We’re still around to supply you with
incense, charcoal, perfume oils, henna and all the products you’re used to
seeing in the shop. With many great online features and local discounts,
you will find shopping from the website easy and cheaper than the shop
because we have less overheads, because we care about locals and because
we love good incense. About the only thing we can’t achieve with the site
is scratch and smell.
We will still be opening the physical shop on weekends for some time
yet, so please drop in and get your VIP card for online specials and have
a chat.
We encourage you to visit the website www.abrakadabra.com.au … it’s
a little bit of Kuranda magic that will be around for a while yet. If there’s
something that’s not loaded on the site yet, just drop us a line and we’ll
do our best to fulfil your wishes. Think of it as a pop-up Kuranda genie in
your living room.
Peace, love and light
Josette Braithwaite, Abra Kadabra Kuranda
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A recent attempt to use 1080 on a Myola property was thwarted by
observant locals, who spotted a single notice on the property fence. All
the boundaries should have been signed, but were not. The neighbours
had not been notified in writing either – a legal requirement. Alarmingly,
the notice stated that the baits had been laid the day before. There was
no telephone number on the sign, so the information could not be easily
verified. In an attempt to alert the community, a photo of the notice
was posted on the Kuranda Noticeboard on Facebook. The Council was
contacted and it was confirmed that 1080 meat baits had indeed been
issued to the property owner the day before. Once alarm was raised with
the Council, they sprang straight into action. A Council Officer contacted
the property owner and was told that the baits had not yet been laid. The
owner was told that the baits were for immediate use only and he agreed
to destroy them. A notice of intent to bait, still bearing the same date and
no phone number, was then delivered to a few of the neighbours.
In the interim, a neighbour did manage to contact the property and
was told that the Council had indeed laid the baits the day before. He
locked his dogs up and alerted people via the Kuranda Noticeboard. Later
in the day, he was contacted by the property owner and was told that
there had been a problem and that Council would now be laying the baits
on Monday. Understandably, he didn't know what to believe, so posted
on the Kuranda Noticeboard again! Another neighbour was contacted
by someone from the property that evening and told that 'trapping' (no
mention of 1080), would commence the following Friday!
The property is adjoined by approximately 35 others and even the
most responsible dog owners have mishaps with dog security. Angst in
the community was understandably rife.
It is interesting to note that Australia and New Zealand are the only
first world countries yet to ban 1080. Yes, 1080 works, but the terrible
death suffered by animals that become victims of it can never be justified.
1080 is a convenient tool for lazy landowners. Of course, dogs are not the
only creatures to be attracted to meat baits, so local fauna are put at risk
as well. The effect on the environment can be catastrophic.
The end to this sorry saga was that Council officers repossessed the
baits, intact, on Monday.
A narrow escape and a lesson to us all to keep our eyes open and ears
to the ground!
Julie Cohen, Kuranda

Cover masthead
Our masthead this month is a photograph by Heather
Miller. A Ulysses butterfly seeking nectar from a
Poinsettia in Kuranda.
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A CLOSE SHAVE AT MYOLA
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$341
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$184
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$ 94
$ 52
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Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.
In-house design services are available for
an additional fee.
Advertisements booked for 3 months and
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10%
discount.

COMMUNITY INPUT REQUESTED FOR KOAH HALL
Koah Hall is carrying out a community consultation with regard to
upgrading the Koah Hall Tennis Court and multi-use play space. One of
the main goals is to cover the tennis court and make it weather proof,
(shade in the daytime, waterproof in the wet).
The Koah Hall committee is encouraging community input to assist
with planning. If you feel like this will benefit you, your family or the
community, please contribute your thoughts, ideas and suggestions.
Links to digital forms for input will be on our Facebook page and
website from 4 July. The digital forms will then remain online for two
more weeks.
Hard copies of the forms will be available at the July Koah Market
(Saturday 4 July, 8am–12pm) and then for the following two weeks at the
Koah Hall.
We appreciate your time. Thank you.
Koah Hall Committee, Koah

Many people may not be aware that cassowaries consume carrion.
This photo taken on 2 June, shows cassowaries (Merlin and chick)
in Kuranda eating roadkill—a dead bandicoot. This is a concern
where poisons are used in the environment and non-targeted
animals are exposed to them. Photo: Rebecca Koller

Stockists of The Kuranda Paper
PLEASE NOTE: THIS EDITION WE ARE ONLY SERVICING
KURANDA AND DISTRICT and Collins Booksellers at
Smithfield. Our usual print run is 5,100. A free copy is
delivered to every postal box and street mail delivery in
the Kuranda district (postcode 4881). If you don’t receive
a copy please contact the Kuranda Post Office.
The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed
online at kurandapaper.com, along with some back
issues. In addition you can pick up a hard copy of THIS
EDITION The Kuranda Paper at the following outlets:

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob
Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo St),
Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Kuranda Foodworks
(Thongon St), BP Service Station (Rob Veivers Dr).
SPEEWAH: Speewah Service Station & Convenience Store
KOAH: Koah Service Station
SMITHFIELD: Collins Booksellers (Smithfield Shopping
Centre)

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
With the gradual lifting of COVID-19 restrictions, the economic and social life of Kuranda
and district is slowly returning to various degrees of near-normal. Although many businesses
reliant on overseas and domestic visitors are continuing to face challenges in terms of trading
their usual hours, many businesses in Kuranda have now been trading on weekends with
support from locals and regional visitors who are backing local businesses. This includes
many stalls in both the Original and Heritage markets.
With the Kuranda Scenic Rail recommencing its normal schedule (with COVID-19
restrictions in place) on 27 June and school holidays coming up, let’s hope local traders see
lots of regional visitors. Skyrail remains closed until further notice due to the challenges
COVID-19 restrictions place on people travelling within the enclosed space of the gondolas.
Most eateries are open on weekends and some on several or all week days. There are
options for nightly takeaways and some restaurants are now offering dine-in meals. Diners
should note though that due to social distancing restricting numbers, bookings are essential.
So please call ahead. Dine in events with live music are proving very popular and are booking
out quickly.
Many locals will be glad to hear that our community halls and the Kuranda Amphitheatre
are open to bookings again and community sports, yoga, dance and circus activities are recommencing. Great news for body and mind. And speaking of bodies, many of our therapists
are resuming practice again … ah, for a massage or long overdue haircut. And don’t we all
want to feel like a new person after the past few months!
The ability to be open, to trade, to practice will be different for each business and
practitioner. Please be patient, please check and book ahead and please continue to buy local
and build local.
Well done, Kuranda.

“Leave the rushing to the
world behind you.
Come to Kuranda for a
tonic, a rest, to enjoy the
best mountain air …"
Frederick Parkhurst Dodd
The Butterfly Man of Kuranda, 1930

Image with permission of State Library of Queensland.

KURANDA VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE RE-OPENS
Opening times will be Wednesday to Sunday 10am-3pm until further
notice. We have dedicated entry and exit points and 1.5m distancing
markers throughout. Sneeze screens have been installed on the counter
and a cleaning schedule has been prepared throughout the day as
visitors come and go. Hand sanitiser is available on entry and visitors
are encouraged to take brochures from the counter display to avoid too
much shared handling.
The Kuranda VIC is following the Qld Tourism & Accommodation
Industry COVID-SAFE Plan recommendations to provide a safe
environment for staff, volunteers and visitors.

KURANDA TRAIN SERVICES RESUME BUT SKYRAIL REMAINS CLOSED
The Kuranda Scenic Railway will return to its normal schedule of two return journeys per
day, on Saturday 27 June 2020. Save 50% off Heritage Class seats until 12 July 2020 (Adult
$25 one-way or $38 return, Child $12.50 one-way or $19 return, Family $62.50 one-way or
$95 return). Child Fare applies to ages 4-14 years. Family Fare includes 2 adults + 2 children.
Bookings are essential, seats are limited! Social distancing applies to services. All customers
when travelling with KSR must meet social distancing expectations by maintaining 1.5 metres
of social distancing at check-in points, stations and customer lounges and waiting areas.
Patronage capacity limits are in place on all operating services to ensure social distancing
measures are effectively applied with increased space provided between seat allocations in
each carriage. Call 1800 577 245 to book your journey.
Skyrail remains closed until further notice but state on their website that they are in
constant communication with the Queensland government and Queensland Health. Behind
the scenes they have developed a COVID-SAFE Plan for re-opening and it will apply into the
future. Details of the Plan are on their website
www.skyrail.com.au/visitor-information/covidsafe

SHIRE FACILITIES RE-OPENING SLOWLY
The Mareeba and Kuranda Customer Service Centres are open with social distancing
measures in place.
Library branches are open for borrowing only. Click and collect and telephone assisted
borrowing will continue. All other library activities and programs will commence as soon as
restrictions are further lifted. Social distancing remains in place at all library branches.
The Kuranda Visitor Information Centre is open three days a week (Friday, Saturday and
Sunday) between 10am–3pm.
Swimming pools will reopen after the winter period.

Hoping To See You On Weekends

IN STORE TASTINGS
Saturday 11 July
11am to 1pm

Mareeba Black Garlic now
available at market prices

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA • 4093 7508

www.justgorgeous.net.au
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The lost history of
Governor Goodwin’s Lookout
by Steven Nowakowski
With the recent COVID-19 lockdown, I found I had more time available for new and different
pursuits. Something that has piqued my interest in recent months is our local Kuranda
history.
In the early days of the lockdown, I stumbled across an old historical photograph published
in a book called Kuranda 1888-1988 by Shep Humston. The image was of a wonderful lookout
called Governor Goodwin’s Lookout. The photograph featured a group of people standing on
a large rock monolith overlooking a river and a village – Kuranda. At first, I thought there was
no way this could have been Kuranda. In fact, I thought the caption was incorrect and that it
was probably a view overlooking the Barron River delta with Lake Placid in the foreground
and old Smithfield town in distance (which got washed away in floods before Smithfield was
relocated to its current position). I have bushwalked Kuranda extensively and I’d never seen
that rocky outcrop in the photograph. I was puzzled.
I delved deeper and researched Walks around Kuranda by Ron Edwards (published in
1992) and found a reference to a place called Lady’s Chair that had sweeping views over to the
coast. I pinpointed this to be on a ridge behind Masons Road. I studied aerial photography
and topographical maps and concluded that Lady’s Chair was not Governor Goodwin’s
Lookout but rather they were two separate features.
To confirm my findings, it was suggested that I speak to Dugg Stratford—a third generation
Kuranda resident who is renowned for his vast knowledge of the area. I contacted Dugg and a
whole new world opened up, exploring the history of this remarkable village in the rainforest.
The black and white photograph of Governor Goodwin’s Lookout that first sparked my
interest was indeed taken on Dugg’s property in 1928 by his grandfather Dan Duggan and
grandmother Amelia Duggan. The photograph features the Governor of Queensland and his
wife, Lady Lillian Goodwin, who were invited to Kuranda after receiving a letter from Dan
Duggan to officially open the lookout.
After arriving in Kuranda, Dugg’s grandfather rowed the Governor and his wife across
the Barron River from the train station and climbed the lookout where a bottle of champagne
was smashed over the rocks to formally open the lookout. On the journey back to the Kuranda
train station, Lady Lillian christened Dan’s rowboat the Lady Lillian.
The rainforest surrounding the rocky lookout had been cleared by Dugg’s grandfather
who had a vision to make it a tourist attraction alongside his other attraction called ‘The
Maze’. This was later called ‘Paradise’. From ‘Paradise’ tourists could walk up to Governor
Goodwin’s Lookout for uninterrupted views over the fledgling Kuranda village.
Having identified the location of Governor Goodwin’s Lookout, my next mission was to
find it amongst the regenerating rainforest. Armed with a mud map from Dugg and a pocket
GPS, some friends and I cut a path through dense tendrils of wait-a-while up the hillside. It
didn’t take too long to reach the high ridge that we had marked on our maps. Like a scene
from Raiders of the Lost Ark, the lookout rose from the landscape with the old steel ladder
and remnants of the handrail still in place. An exhilarating feeling of discovery washed over
us as we rested and soaked in the lookout and its historical legacy.
It is fair to say that Dan and Amelia Duggan were Kuranda’s first tourism visionaries.
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Main image: Lady Lillian christened
the Queensland-shaped rock with
champagne naming it Governor
Goodwin’s lookout in 1928. Photo
courtesy Dugg Stratford.
Above: Governor Goodwin’s Lookout
today reclaimed by rainforest.
Right: Steven Nowakowski re-discovers
the old steel ladder up to the lookout.
Bottom left: Dan Duggan and his wife
Amelia. Photo courtesy Dugg Stratford.
Bottom right: Dugg and Coral Stratford's
daughter and grandaughter Karen and
Jessica Finlen, 2020.

Curious?
Would you like to know what
your property is worth in
today’s market conditions?
Have you been sitting on
the market for some time
with no result?

Hard Work
Experience
Honesty
Dedication

Are you thinking of selling
but unsure of which
agent to trust?
Thinking real estate?
Think Sonia Poole.
Your agent of choice.

Sonia Poole
0407 028 388
sonia.poole@raywhite.com
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EVERYTHING
OLD IS NEW
AGAIN
For our 29th birthday, we are giving ourselves a present and
like all the best presents it is one we can share. The Kuranda
Paper has a new website, though the address remains the
same – www.kurandapaper.com
The new website is larger and we hope helpful for those
seeking information with regard to advertising, deadlines
and publication dates. It has more capacity than our old
one, so we no longer have to limit the number of past issues
stored on it. We have embarked on a mission to load in every
issue of The Kuranda Paper published since July 1991. That
includes the first five editions which were published as the
Kuranda Community News. And including this edition, that
is a total of 322 editions. It is quite a mission!
Editions from 1991 to 2000 only exist as old newspaper
copies. With those editions, we are using an A3 scanner
but preparation is far more basic … domestic even. We sort
through the papers we have in the files, plus those that people
have given us in order to find the copy in the best condition.
Then our 'press secretaries' gently iron the wrinkles and
creases out before each page is scanned and collated into a

Press Secretary, Toni Rogers, prepares old editions for scanning

folder of files for our graphic designer to format ready for
loading online. The years 2000 to 2019, minus 2007 and
2008, exist in digital form, but they too must be formatted.
So, loading online will take time, but we believe it is worth it.
Old editions of the paper can be found under the Past
Editions tab on the website. You will see every year as a
coloured circle. A bright red circle indicates that all editions
have been uploaded for that year. A faded red circle indicates
that only some editions have been uploaded, and a grey circle
means we are still to finalise and upload that year.
This year, many regional newspapers have had to close
and that is a terrible loss to their communities. We are so
grateful to our advertisers for their continued support. We
are now confident that we can continue to publish, in print
and online, into the foreseeable future. And thank you to our
volunteers, past and present, who are worth every cent they
don’t get paid. You are priceless.
With the passing of the online baton, we wanted to pay
special tribute to our original web wizard, Seren Starlight,
and we asked him to share his memories of creating and
maintaining the first Kuranda Paper website over a decade.
As always he has delivered, thank you Seren.
A few years after I first volunteered to work on the
Kuranda Paper, I stood up at the 2008 AGM and suggested
that the Kuranda Paper should have an online presence
i.e. a website. All eyes turned to me and those present
unanimously said "Yes, do that”. At the AGM twelve months
later all eyes turned to me once more and that look said
"Well, where's our website?" "Oh my god" I thought to
myself "I can't tell them it's still in the 'planning' phase". This
was in November 2009, so I brazenly declared that it would
be online and functioning by the February 2010 issue, two
months away.
My first move was to take a look at what was already
online in terms of small-town newspapers. I didn't like what
I saw, not because of bad design but because they all looked
like just another website, not a small-town newspaper.
I declared (to myself) that I would endeavour to keep the
small-town, hard-copy feel to the paper online. In fact, my
introduction in the February 2010 issue went something
like this – "If it's getting towards the end of the month and
you urgently need a local tradie to fix that leaking pipe, but
you've already used the Kuranda Paper to wrap up the cat's
poo, don't worry, Kuranda Paper is now online..."
6
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My idea was to make the website simply an online
version of the hardcopy, nothing fancy. I come from a
programming background, but ironically the task I created
for myself was to not use any programming at all, just pure
HTML code. So it was off to the local library to borrow two
big fat books on HTML coding. I could only get them for two
weeks at a time so when some other nerd borrowed one, I
went into minor panic.
I started, as all smart programmers do, with some
code that did something similar to what was required.
i.e. display a page, pretty simple eh? Well, yes, but there
were 32 pages then. Sometimes 28, sometimes 36 or 40,
so multiple versions were created. In those days network
speeds were pretty bad, so I had to reduce the file sizes as
much as tolerable. Ultimately I decided to make each page a
JPEG image (like a photo). Text couldn't be searched, but it
gave quicker download times and was easily readable and
resizable, each page being only 1200 pixels wide. The catch
here was that our pages are produced in PDF format, so
every single page had to be converted. Thanks to Photoshop's
batch processing, this became a one-touch operation.
Displaying each page was basic enough, but I had to
also design a 'home page'. "Has anyone got any suggestions,
ideas, thoughts?" I asked ... (silence) ... hmmm, looks like
it's up to me. A nice scenic pic, i.e. Barron River, with the
text scrolling on up past it ultimately revealing the entire
picture. I used this same format for each monthly issue,
using a recent local picture as the backdrop each month. On
the original home-page I left space for an image, and some
words. Silly me, the biggest pain each month was to find
those silly sweet words. The weather got frequent mention
of course.
The last piece of the puzzle was to provide access to
past issues. The limitation on our original website would
only allow us to keep a couple of years' worth online. I
had to remove the second oldest issue each month. Second
oldest? Yes, I always left #181, an historic black and white
September 2007 edition containing the 4-page Kuranda
Spring Festival liftout "We're a Weird Mob" that I created.
During development, and indeed for some years after,
I could not get the internet at home, so I had to take my
work into the office for testing. This was not the worst of it
however. Each month the new online version needed to be up
by the last Thursday morning of the month to coincide with

the hardcopy. To this end, carless, I walked 2km barefoot
into the office after midnight each month and installed the
new issue ready for the morning readers. I had to burn the
midnight oil to get me through, but the satisfaction of seeing
it up online on-time was ample reward.
The website has undergone a few minor changes over
the years, but nothing spectacular, as I have moved away
from the online world. There was a time when I eagerly
foresaw the coming of instant global communication, and
was indeed a part of that, but what was once an interesting
windy road of discovery is now a super-highway covered in
billboards. It's time for me to leave it to the next generation
to deal with those billboards.
"Signing out from cyberspace, it's not the rats,
it's just the race,
to splat one's face all over the place with
mindless haste is no disgrace,
but to be enthralled by the digital horde
just leaves me bored.
So I'll leave the digits, the bits and bytes,
the screen-lit face all those long nights,
To the young Facegram and Instabook nerds,
to sort out the gems from the rest of the words.
If you look for me in cyberspace
you're probably looking in just the wrong place.
It's back to the garden where things smell green,
dogs bark, and stars light up the nightly scene."
I have so enjoyed the past fifteen plus years with KMA—
The Kuranda Paper. From day one, to my delight, when I
was given the double Arts Page, which then included the
Music Page. When I started my Creative Industries degree
in 2010 I handed the Music Page over to the very capable
and eager Kitty. In the early days I did some production too,
standardising, formats, etc. All that is now being taken care
of by our new crew, and I look forward to seeing The Kuranda
Paper evolve and serve our community for decades to come,
online and off …
seren starlight

LOCAL BUSINESS PROFILE
Ceti Bath Shop
As part of our series profiling our local advertisers, The Kuranda Paper visited
Rimei at the Ceti Bath Shop and asked her how her local business began and
how she has found the past few months.

How long have you been in business in Kuranda?
I first started my business with a stall at the Original Markets over 20 years ago, moved
a couple of times and then settled into our shop in the Windmill complex on Coondoo Street
15 years ago.
How did you come to be in Kuranda? How did you come to name your business
and what was your vision?
I came to Cairns working as a dive instructor on a liveaboard boat on the Great Barrier
Reef. FNQ is the only place in the world with two World Heritage areas next to each other,
the Reef and the Rainforest. I thought it was kind of cool to be able to work on one and live
in the other.
I always felt an amazing special connection when I was in the water with the whales. I
named my business “Ceti” Bath Shop from Ceti the “Whale Star” and my logo depicts a whale..

We

What do you enjoy about running your Kuranda business?
I started to make natural products because my skin didn’t agree with the synthetic
chemicals. I also have a background in visual design and presentation and I enjoy making the
products and the shop attractive.
I like having a business in Kuranda because of the diversity of customers, from the lovely
locals to visitors from all over the world.

E
LOV

What community endeavours are you involved in?
I’m a very busy person, Kuranda is usually open seven days a week and as I make most
of my products myself, I have very little time for anything else. I like to make contributions
to various environmental, animal and marine conservation organisations by donating some
of the proceeds from the business. Apart from making bath shop products I also have a silk
screening practice and I make silkscreened cotton bags with nature designs to sell and raise
funds for causes I support.

Ku r anda

L•

• BU Y LOCA

How have you found the challenge of COVID-19 and what are you doing
differently?
Over the past few months, we have continued to send out mail orders and have been
working on developing our website. We are now open on the weekends and it has been so nice
to see our regular customers again. We sincerely appreciate your continued support during
these changing times.

Photo: Gayle Hannah

KURANDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
With COVID-19 restrictions lifting, we are anticipating
getting back on track with our delayed Strategic Planning
workshops for members. We will be getting together with Dr
Joanna Wills, who is the Queensland Museum Development
Officer for North Queensland mid-July to work out a schedule
for workshops and members will be emailed soon after with
details.
Over the past few months, a number of individual efforts
across the Kuranda Historical Society and the Kuranda Media
Association have come together to allow us to achieve one of
our priorities. Both the State and National libraries, as well as
the Queensland Museum, have advised us that Kuranda’s two
independent newspapers: the Kuranda Village News (19781981) and The Kuranda Paper (1991-present) represent
significant historical records of the Kuranda district. We have
therefore been trying to get full archives of both newspapers
online, as well as to gather together all available hard copies,
especially the KVN and earliest editions of TKP, which only

exist in paper forms.
Through recent editions of The Kuranda Paper we have
not only had lost or low number editions of both donated but
we have also been contacted by the family of the late editor/
owner of the KVN, Peter Hohermuth to give consent for
Peter’s newspapers to be made available online. As we do not
as yet have a website, the Kuranda Media Association (which
is currently loading in all past issues from its 29 years)
will allow us to use theirs- thus bringing both of Kuranda’s
independent newspapers together in the one place. It is
envisioned the KVN copies will be online by the end of the
year, along with a biography and photos courtesy of Peter’s
family. A big thank you to KVN members Vivienne and Ron
Veivers for organising the scanning of the old and fragile
editions.
For more information and queries contact KHS via email
kurandahistory@gmail.com

bath
bath shop
shop
handmade in Kuranda
soap, bath products,
natural skincare, essential oils,
candles, gifts & more
Saturday
& Sunday 10am-2pm
nowOPEN
OPEN
Saturday&Sunday10am–2pm
open
everyday
during the
school
holidays!

You may still shop by...

Shop 4/25
4/25 Coondoo
Coondoo St
Shop
St
email cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com
tel
0428643117
tel 0428 643 117
tel 0428643117
email cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com
cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com
email

facebook Ceti
Ceti bath
facebook
Bath shop
Shop
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The view from here...

In making the arrangements to meet with Amber Gaia Moon to begin our
discussion for this month’s column, Amber asked me how we would
recognise each other. I stumbled a little and said, “well I’m not
very tall and I have blonde hair”. Amber asked if I knew what
she looked like and I said, “well I’m assuming you have
dreadlocks as you are the owner and operator of Kuranda
Dreadlocks and Art Emporium”. We both laughed and
then I suggested we both wear a flower in our hair so
that we would instantly know each other.
When I arrived at Sprout Café I recognised Amber,
not just because of her voluminous swirl of blonde
spirally dreadlocks held up by a vibrant hair wrap,
but because of the sweet single chrysanthemum
flower peeking out from her hair nest.
I am always interested in hearing the story of
how my subjects have made their way to find our
little haven in the rainforest and why they have
chosen to remain.
Amber tells me that despite a conservative
Catholic education, she had a rather nomadic
childhood where she never spent more than two and
a half years in one place. She says she always wanted
to experience the world and tells me that she was often
“accused of being a hippie” and that she was teased for
how she dressed and for being “a bit different”.
When she was fourteen her mother took her to India. I
was surprised to hear this because she described her mother as
a professional in the banking industry with her feet firmly placed in
the corporate world. Off they went on an adventure to Delhi, Agra and
Jaipur, after which they made their way home through Thailand.
Travelling to the third world was both confronting and transformative for Amber.
Returning to school after the trip, Amber describes the “first world dramas” of the schoolyard
as insignificant in comparison to the world she had recently seen. Having spent time in India
as a young woman in the early 80s myself, I agree that it is a country that does indeed make
a deep and lasting impression. Amber describes the time as becoming aware of how blessed
we are and how beautiful the world truly is.
After more travel in Europe, Amber found herself in Sydney where she met the father of
her children. They made the move to Cairns in 2002 and through Amber’s work in tourism
she discovered Kuranda.
I asked her what her initial impression of Kuranda was and she tells me that “as soon as I
turned off the highway I felt the energy, the vibe” and that it reminded her of certain parts of
the Blue Mountains and the Northern Rivers in NSW.
To support her theory of the ‘vibe’, Amber speaks of the crystal ridge that runs through
the Great Dividing Range and how Kuranda sits on the top of it. She tells me of constantly
coming across crystals in the garden of the house she lived in just off Barron Falls Road.
She also speaks of a fellow called Patrick who lived at the caravan park. Some readers may
remember him; he dressed as a wizard with a large staff and a flowing cloak. When he was
leaving town, he left his legacy of local crystals to Amber to continue the vibe.
In 2006, soon after her son Saxon was born, Amber and her husband at the time bought
Café Kuranda. Amber was juggling a new baby, a new business and new renovations to her
house of crystals! The next five years were busy running the café and having her daughter,
Jamaica. The café was successfully sold in 2011, which gave Amber the creative space to start
Kuranda Dreadlocks and Art Emporium in the Original Rainforest Market.
The original markets at the Honey House were started in 1977 by Jim and Olive Mealing,
owners of the Honey House Motel. With the support of the newly formed Kuranda Tourist
Association an arrangement was made with Queensland Rail to hire a Special Rail Motor
which would leave Kuranda later on a Wednesday afternoon, allowing visitors a longer stay.
It was a great success, however, the Association had to pay for the operation for two years
to prove commercial viability of the service to the Queensland Railway Department. The

by Michelle Murray-Beckman

shared vision and tenacity of the original group, along with others who were
developing the Amphitheatre as a venue provided the foundation of
the development of Kuranda as a tourist destination.
Amber had always wanted dreadlocks but was told that
people who have dreadlocks don’t get jobs. When Amber
arrived in Kuranda, she saw people with dreadlocks and
jobs! So she simply stopped brushing her hair.
I have always been curious about how dreadlocks
are formed. Dreadlocks are rope like strands of hair
formed by matting or braiding the hair. Amber
formed her own by keeping the knots separated and
then twisting and twirling them between her fingers
to form the individual locks. She also told me that
with dreadlocks, naturally shed hair that would
ordinarily fall out stays in the lock and over time,
adds to the overall size of the dreads.
Amber’s dreads are over 18 years old and have
only been cut once, four years ago. The longest
reached to her knees and were quite heavy, so it was
time for a trim. According to Amber, Rastafarians
who wear dreadlocks as an expression of their religion
never cut theirs, which is evident when you see some
Rastas with enormous turbans wrapping their snakelike coils into Fibonacci-like spirals.
Amber’s tip for maintenance is sleep with your locks
out and wash them in a mixture of apple cider vinegar, bicarbonate of soda and warm water, or natural shampoo.
Amber’s stall at the markets has become a destination for those
seeking hair braiding, dread maintenance, hair extensions and hair
wraps. She can create a new head of dreads by back-combing and teasing the
hair and then weaving the dread with a crochet hook!
She has been in four different locations since 2011. The stall was originally called the
“Hidden Echidna” for no particular reason other than the sound of the two words together.
This brings me to ask the origin of her name. She explains that Amber is her legal name. Gaia
Moon is the name given to her by the Earth and the Moon. How lovely.
Amber confides that when she first began she didn’t realise that her stall was going to
become a dreadlock shop.
In addition to offering dreadlock services, you will find clothing, leather goods, jewellery,
and brass wear. The shop has also evolved to become an emporium to showcase Amber’s
art practice. She works mostly by commission and spends most nights on her art practice.
Amber’s specialty is drawing pencil portraits as well as working with acrylics and oils. She
maintains she is a drawer before a painter but loves to switch between the two.
With a natural ability and no formal training, Amber believes that she is able to discover
how to draw or paint by doing it, rather than by learned technique. This intuitive and liberating
way of making her art gives it a fresh vibrance and perspective that formally executed art
misses out on.
She makes a very good point that by approaching her art practice this way she is not
breaking any rules because she was never indoctrinated by the rules – how very Kuranda!
I ask Amber what she loves most about living in Kuranda and she quickly replies that the
markets are the heart and soul of the Village. The energy makes it a beautiful place to be. The
most profound comment that she makes is that what she does doesn’t feel like work. She has
a business that is her life and her lifestyle. It allows her to travel for work, to be there for her
children whom she adores (and has told can never leave home) and best of all she is able to
have dreadlocks and have a job!

Portrait photo: Michelle Murray-Beckman

Did you know that we
also do deliveries to
Kuranda?
PICK UP
FROM
SMITHFIELD
$25*
CAIRNS
$35*
Sorry no alcohol
deliveries

* Conditions apply

Bookings

1300 74 33 74
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Need that part to finish
your fix-it job?
Need another ball of wool?
NEED IT TODAY?
Order your pick up before
10am and 2pm for daily
delivery within the Village.
(Additional cost for outer areas)

Call for pick up

0436 392 441

Tales from the crypt
d
e
h
S

YEEEEEEHAAAAA!! WE’RE OPEN AGAIN!
The new shed has been painted, the lights are on, the power points are in, the benches have been set and we have a new
thicknesser and two lathes. Concreting to the metalwork area and side path has been completed, roof drainage is in and the
partition between the workspace and the Smoko Room has been built. We also have an admin office and a room for interviews
etc.
The coronavirus lockdown has hammered us financially, as it has most enterprises. We have been able to keep the ‘Containers
for Change’ program going but this is offering only limited funds. Can’t wait for the sausage sizzles at Bunnings to start again
(never thought I’d say that!) and the markets to open again.
Membership is as strong as ever and averaging 11 members each day, everyone is chipping in to get the place spick and
span for our official opening. We finally got to award our "Shedder of the Year 2019” and winner is Luciano 'Chano' Ceciliot
(pictured). Thanks mate for your input to the shed development and projects throughout the year.
There’s still plenty to do outside with the landscaping around the edge and more storage shelves for the old shed and the
Smoko bench needs finishing. The place is really humming. So, if you would like to be a part of this merry crew, meet some
new mates (or catch up with old ones) why not join us for a cuppa, cast your inhibitions to the wind and let your imagination
go wild. Eddy did, and you should see his veggie patches!
For those people in the community interested in the Men’s Shed organisation you can find lots of information and news
at https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-shed-wireless/id1510493380 or visit the website at www.mensshed.org/
theshedonline.
Sheddy Eddy

Trading Hours
Wednesday 8.30am – 11.30am
Saturday 2pm – 5pm
We are located down the end of Kuranda Heights Road,
continue on past the caravan park and in to the old
council depot.

Contact
Daryl Douglass (Secretary) 4093 9421

SMALL ENGINE
SERVICES &
REPAIRS
KURANDA & SURROUNDS
QUALIFIED AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE ENGINEER
ENQUIRIES WELCOME

Richard Clews (President) 4093 0457

Kuranda Men’s Shed

0432 133 719

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
●Automotive – All Makes,
All Models & Motorcycles
●Generators
●Deep Cycle
●Solar
●Dual Battery Systems
Email us to book your car in
bumblebeemotors@bigpond.com

Top: Freshly painted Kuranda
Men's Shed
Above: Chano Ceciliot "Shedder
of the Year 2019"

ronavation
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BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept
Zip Pay
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Anything that gets
updated or fixed
during the pandemic.

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235
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ARTS QUEENSLAND FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

ART LOVERS TREAT AT
CAIRNS ARTS GALLERY

On 17 June, Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk and Minister for
the Arts Leeanne Enoch announced new funding for a two
year $22.5 million Arts and Culture Recovery Package for
Queensland’s arts and cultural sector as part of Queensland’s
Economic Recovery Strategy: Stage Two. The package
acknowledges the significant impact of COVID-19 on the
sector, and focuses on stabilising arts companies, securing
jobs for artists and arts workers and delivering COVID-19
safe cultural experiences for audiences. Initiatives will be
delivered across four key areas, with the first applications to
be made from 1 July 2020. They are as follows:
$11.3m to assist in offsetting revenue losses and
stabilise businesses in our live music and performing
arts organisations and venues.
Following a financial assessment process, funding will be
provided on a case by case basis to organisations that can
demonstrate they have been significantly impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Funding will be allocated across four
categories:
• Live music venues
• Performing arts organisations and festivals that are
previous recipients of funding from Arts Queensland
since 1 January 2018
• Indigenous Arts Centres supported through Arts
Queensland’s Backing Indigenous Arts Program
• Infrastructure support for Arts Queensland funded small
to medium arts organisations
More details will be released by Arts Queensland by Friday
26 June 2020.

SIDNEY NOLAN’S NED KELLY SERIES
A NATIONAL GALLERY OF AUSTRALIA EXHIBITION – EXTENDED PRESENTATION
13 JUNE – 9 AUGUST 2020
The Cairns Art Gallery is extending the presentation of Sidney Nolan’s Ned Kelly series, which had been cut short just two
weeks after opening due to the coronavirus.
For the first time in fifteen years, the National Gallery of Australia’s collection of Sidney Nolan’s ‘Ned Kelly’ paintings, widely
regarded as a masterpieces of 20th century Australian art, is touring Australia in its entirety. While the Kelly paintings have
been exhibited internationally at New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art and at the Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin,
they have rarely visited the far corners of Australia.
From 1946-47, Nolan developed an original and starkly simplified image of Ned Kelly, which quickly became a national
symbol and part of the shared iconography of Australia. The 26 paintings in the Ned Kelly series provide a masterclass on
Australian art history and the development of a new figuration and landscape painting in Australian art.
Nolan was born in Melbourne in 1917 and grew up during the Great Depression. He was profoundly intrigued by myths
and legends. The Ned Kelly story, which was to become a lifelong preoccupation and inspiration in his art had its roots in his
own family with his grandfather, William Nolan, involved in the hunt for the Kelly gang in the Victorian countryside.
The painting Ned Kelly is perhaps one of the most iconic and recognisable works in the Kelly series. Speaking about this
work, Nolan explained: “This is Kelly the defiant. I put Kelly on top of the horse in a particularly orderly manner. I wanted
an air of authority. It looks simple but I wanted the maximum feeling of space, so the cloud appears through the aperture in
the mask.”
The national tour of the Ned Kelly series aims to inspire audiences across Australia to engage with this remarkable group
of paintings, and to debate and contemplate the history or the myth of an Australian story that will never die. In association
with the exhibition, the National Gallery has loaned Ned Kelly’s death mask from the National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
Old Melbourne Goal Collection and an exact replica of Kelly’s suit of armour from a private collection in Cairns.
Social distancing directives will be in place and limited numbers will be permitted into the Gallery at a time. To avoid
disappointment, bookings will be essential. Entry is free. Note: no cloaking facilities, food, drinks and large bags will not be
allowed in the Gallery, please leave these at home when visiting. To meet the requirements of the Queensland Government,
visitor numbers will be restricted to a maximum of 20 people and pre-booking will be required. Vulnerable or health
compromised visitors are encouraged to book the first time slot of the morning, as numbers will be limited to 10 people at
this time. Hand sanitiser is available for use at the entrance to the Gallery. Staff and visitors are asked to respect physical
distancing directives. Additional cleaning of high-touch
surfaces is being carried out
We are required to collect contact details of all visitors to
the Gallery who are in the building longer than 15 minutes,
to assist with contact tracing in the event of a confirmed case
of COVID-19 and will be handled in line with the relevant
privacy act.
Book through CAG website.
Hours
Monday to Friday 9am–5pm, Saturdays 10am–5pm.
Closed Sundays.

OPEN 10–3 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
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This travelling exhibition is supported by
the Australian Government through Visions
of Australia and the National Collecting
Institutions Touring and Outreach Program.

$4.2m to fund a pipeline of performing arts and live
music to support our cultural and tourism recovery
Funding will be available for live music and performing arts
venues, organisations and artists to assist in offsetting the
cost of developing new arts products or presenting artists’
work during the COVID-19 pandemic recovery.
Grants will be allocated across three streams:
• ‘Play Local’ will enable live music and performing arts
venues to program Queensland artists, and support the
employment of independent artists, organisations and
arts workers
• ‘First Nations Commissioning Fund’ will enable
independent First Nations artists and organisations to
continue to invest in new work productions and new
visual arts commissions to maintain employment for
First Nations artists and arts workers
• ‘First Night Showcases’ program will support
Independent artists and organisations to present new
works at the Judith Wright Arts Centre (Brisbane) or
Bulmba-ja Arts Centre (Cairns) through an Expression
of Interest process.
Applications will open for these streams on Wednesday
1 July 2020.
$4.15m to support audience and market access
New grant funding will be available to support the
following activities:
• Alternative venues support - to offset the costs of
delivering performing arts and live music outside
traditional theatre spaces, such as outdoors or nontypical spaces
• Dedicated support for young people in the arts – a
program focussed on attracting and retaining young
people interested in, or establishing a career in the arts
• Digital performance support - to increase the
development of digital performances that increase reach
across Queensland and enhance audience experiences
• Applications will open for these programs in July 2020.
• A new digital marketplace and shopfronts in Brisbane
and Cairns will be developed to support and distribute
the State’s high quality, and ethically produced visual
arts and crafts products created by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander artists. Arts Queensland will be
seeking partners for the delivery of these activities, and
an expression of interest will be released in July 2020
• Investment in digital theatre infrastructure in the Judith
Wright Arts Centre (Brisbane) and Bulmba-ja Arts
Centre (Cairns) to provide access for artists to record,
stream and produce digital works.
$2.9m to support partnerships with local councils,
venues, artists, festivals and organisations
to continue employment and provide unique
experiences across Queensland
• Expressions of interest will be sought for the development
of new products that employ local artists, have cultural
tourism potential, and leverage supporting partnership
funding.
• This EOI process is expected to open in July 2020.
• Funding will also support social impact projects in
recognition of the impact of arts on social health and
education outcomes, and to also grow and broaden new
revenue streams.
Further detail on these initiatives are available on the
Arts Queensland website, and further information will be
uploaded as guidelines are finalised.
www.arts.qld.gov.au/aq-funding/arts-and-culturalrecovery-package

The Focus on Kuranda
Photography Group
is a Facebook group for
photographers of all levels.
Photos featured here have
received the most 'likes' for
the previous month (at the
time of going to print).

Gallery Opening Hours
The Arts Co-op Gallery is currently open from 11am–2pm weekdays and has extended hours
on Saturdays and Sundays 10am–2pm. However, with expected changes to COVID-19
restrictions it won’t be long before we are able to revert to our hours of 10am–4pm. Please
check next month’s Kuranda Paper for updated details or give the gallery a call on 4093 9026
during the current advertised hours.
New Arts Co-op Member
The Co-op welcomes our new member Louise Mabbutt. Her artwork is inspired by childhood
memories of growing up in Sabah, Borneo and in later years working on the Great Barrier
Reef from Cairns, as a reef naturalist. During two years in Darwin, Louise found on the local
beaches a vast array of different corals, shells, seaweeds and sponges: a collector’s paradise.
Combining watercolour paint with natural fabrics collected in the NT and WA, Louise has
developed her ‘reefscape’ pictures. These spectacular artworks can be seen in the Co-op
gallery.

JUNE
Big feet, little feet.
Gerhard Hillmann
(3 June 2020)

Not Everything has to be For Sale
Currently on display in the Co-op gallery is a Pake cloak (below) created by artist member
Toni Rogers using Elliottdale carpet wool sourced in Tasmania. Elliottdale sheep were the
mainstay of the carpet industry in Australia for many decades, supported by the Elliottdale
Research Station (ERS). Today, with the collapse of carpet manufacturing, and the loss of the
ERS, the flock numbers have also decreased and only approximately 300 ewes were recently
recorded throughout Australia. This fleece came from “Fairy Glen” in Collinsvale, out of
Hobart, Tasmania, where 23 ewes are now kept only for milking and cheese making.
Elliottdale sheep are shorn twice a year. The wool grows very quickly and because of the
coarseness, it is not considered suitable for commercial knitwear. Toni completed this cloak
during Covid-19 isolation. It will be returned to Tasmania for exhibition. “From the Glen” is
not for sale but can be seen for a short period of time on the wall in the Arts Co-op gallery.
Ceramics: Hand Building Workshops in
Kuranda
Sandy Beach (Hablethwaite) with 15 years’
experience in Art Teaching, will be holding
workshops in Kuranda. Sandy’s ceramics can
also be viewed in the Gallery.
Beginners: One day a week for four weeks
starting 15 July, each day 9.30am-12.30pm –
learn to make bowls, cups and platters using
pinch pot, slab and mold methods
Intermediate (experience necessary): One
day a week for four weeks starting 15 July, each
day 9.30am-12.30pm – extending into sculptural
techniques
Price: Sessions $50 @ single or $180 for 4
sessions (this includes use of tools, clay, glazes,
firing and morning tea). Bookings essential.
Numbers limited. Call Sandy 0439 773 039
or email misshab57@gmail.com

www.discountdrugstores.com.au

Kuranda Discount Drug Store
16 Thongon Street, Kuranda, QLD, 4881
Phone: (07) 40937480
Email: Kuranda@discountdrugstores.com.au

OPENING HOURS OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday
8:30am - 3:00pm
Sunday
CLOSED
Public Holiday
10:00am - 2:00pm

Medication Management Program
Medication Packing (EasyMed)
Instore Medication Reviews
Home Medication Reviews
Blood Pressure Monitoring
Health Clinics
NDSS Access Point
AMR
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Basketry Workshop
Come and learn the centuries old techniques of making a coiled basket in the creative space
of Cantata Studio with fibre artist Toni Rogers. Saturday morning 11th July 10am–12.30pm.
Cantata Studio, 11 Punch Close, Kuranda. Cost: $40. All materials, tea and coffee supplied.
Respecting the requirements of social distancing only a limited number can be included.
Email toni@cantatastudio.com to secure your place. Relax and enjoy while creating.

It’s better to create something that others criticise
than to create nothing and criticise others.
Ricky Gervais

20 Coondoo Street, Kuranda • 4093 9026

www.kurandaartscoop.com
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WE’RE HIRING IN THE
KURANDA
REGION! To apply please either
call Sarah on 0404 286 990 or
submit your resume to
hr@moriartyfoundation.org.au

We encourage Indigenous
Australians to apply, and we have a
50/50 gender balance policy.

FOOTBALL COACHES

Do you enjoy being active and want to support children in developing their
football skills and overall well being?

Learn coaching and football skills while being a role model for kids in your community
Cook healthy meals and communicate the importance of good nutrition
Learn mindfulness and breathing techniques
Train to obtain an FFA recognised coaching certificate

COACH & MENTOR

Do you love developing coaches and players and supporting them in taking
their skills to the next level ? We are seeking a candidate with:
Physical Education or related Teaching/Vocational degree
A passion for teaching and developing youth
Minimum AFC/FFA 'C' Licence or equivalent & 4+ years coaching experience

ABOUT JOHN MORIARTY FOOTBALL
We are a football (soccer) program for youth talent and wellbeing for Indigenous girls and
boys aged 6-16 and their families. We employ local Football coaches – men and women – to
deliver regular training and provide healthy meals to our young players. We work closely with
schools and local organisations to support school attendance and achieve healthier
outcomes for Aboriginal children.

RANGERS

r e p o r t

Our Rangers are all set to finally kick off for the 2020 soccer season! First games are
scheduled to commence on Saturday 11 July 2020. Training has resumed adhering to
social distancing with kids and parents doing their best to follow the guidelines.
Just a reminder of some of the rules apart from the 1.5m distancing ...
• Players to arrive no earlier than 25 minutes prior to training and be ready to train.
• One parent per child and parents to remain in their cars where possible.
• Adhere to the correct entry and exit points for training - each team has a specific
area in which to train. Refer to Facebook for map.
• Bring your own drink bottle
• Toilet facilities will be restricted and only available on request.
• No person to person contact training drills.
• Minimise the handling of any equipment.
• Use hand sanitiser during drink breaks.
• Leave training promptly.
Please see our Facebook page for all rules.
Changes to Skills Clinic sessions
Our Skills Clinic sessions are run by volunteers Adric and Rohan Rusch on Tuesday
afternoons. These sessions are designed for children who have a reasonable skill level
and who want to extend and improve their skills further. Children who participate in
these sessions are expected to be committed to improving their skills and be focussed.
It is not a session designed for all children across all teams. Due to the level of effort
required to run these sessions, numbers will be strictly limited to 20 children and all
participants are required to pay a $5 fee per child per session, which will be donated to
the Rangers to cover club costs.
If you have any queries please contact Adric or Leona via email or Facebook. Thank you
for your patience over the last few months. Good luck to our our Mighty Rangers for the
start of the season!

We enable Aboriginal communities and families to unlock their children’s potential.

CONTACT
Lvl 1 / 61 Hume Street
Crows Nest NSW 2065 Australia

P 02 9908 2416 (Option 3)
E info@moriartyfoundation.org.au
W moriartyfoundation.org.au

Ayman and Ari in action in 2019. Photo: Steven Nowakowski

Youth Culture and Brain Development
Youth culture is a means of expression young people need to involve themselves in as
a normal part of development, especially brain development. Youth culture is how young
people collectively express styles, behaviour, music, clothes, interest and even vocabulary,
which is in tune where the development of the brain is, additionally finding an identity that
works for them. Both sides of the brain need equal attention; the left side is the analytical,
logical, and mathematical; the right side is the imaginative, intuitive, and artistic.
The adolescent brain is hard-wired to seek out experiences, risks, and sensations as a
process of strengthening brain connections. The prefrontal cortex is the LAST part of the
brain to develop; evidently, this is responsible for self-control, planning and reasoning, so
this develops last often around age 25! That is why, before this develops, there may appear to
be more risky behaviour with less thought out consequences.
Encouraging 'healthy' risk-taking behaviours can contribute to the 'fix' that the brain
needs to develop hopefully minimising unhealthy ones. Trying new experiences such as
sports, art, music and socialising is exceptionally beneficial, or just tapping into a passion.
If there is no access to these that is when we see unhealthy risk such as vandalism, fighting,
jumping off heights just to mention a few. As adults, let’s look towards what options we can
give as a community before heading to Facebook to debrief about the young people.
Let’s celebrate the growth of youth culture by exposing them to an abundance of positive
experiences that embrace both left and right sides of the brain. This generation has so much
wisdom and insight; let's support them and their brains by embracing Kuranda youth culture
and exposing them to healthy risk.
Lara Baker, Coordinator, Youth Link Kuranda
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TRACQS KURANDA • National Reconciliation Week • Photo Competition Results
Last month TRACQS KURANDA held a photographic
competition based on this year’s 2020 theme ”In this
Together” – inclusiveness, cultural learning, joy, truth,
justice, forgiveness, healing, reparation, and love.
Winners are:
Regina Coleman “On Country, Surprise Creek”
Grandma and Malia (Adults/Open)
Taylah Coleman “NAIDOC Memories, Magnetic Island”
(Teens)
Alexis, aged 4 years and 6 months, “Linked” Kuranda
Community Kindergarten (Under 12s)

TRACQS is bringing local experience and knowledge
to deliver the Community Development Program
(CDP). Proudly supported by the National Indigenous
Australians Agency (NIAA). CDP supports participants
in regional, rural and remote Australia to achieve
sustainable employment outcomes by strengthening
skills, addressing barriers
and contributing to their
communities through a range of
flexible work-like activities.

Special thanks to students from Kuranda District State
College and Kuranda Community Kindergarten for your
participation in TRACQS Photographic Competition.
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It’s time to bench
COVID for good.
Tips for a safe return to sport
1

Download the COVIDSafe app.

4

2

3

Arrive and leave in playing kit.
No change rooms will be open,
only toilets will be open for use.

Participants or spectators
suffering from cold or flu-like
symptoms should stay at home.

5

6
Nick

25

min

Sam

Rachel

Don’t arrive more than 25
minutes before training or games.

Players are to bring their own,
labelled drink bottles. No sharing.

7

8

Parents and carers to wait in
their cars to avoid gatherings.

9

1.5
metres
Stay 1.5 metres apart.

Game day kits, and training and
substitute bibs are not to be shared
and should be washed regularly.

11

10

Minimise the handling of
shared equipment.

12

20 seconds

Wash your hands regularly with
soap and water, or use hand sanitiser,
before and after training and games.

Always cough or sneeze into your
arm, and then wash your hands
with soap and water after.

Have fun!

For more community information on COVID-19, go to www.health.gov.au
CLUB NAME:
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Home & Heat
e
k
Ta food service
by Beatrice Sam and Liza Dewey
Project work at the Amphitheatre continues thanks to TRACQS

Every Wednesday 4–6pm
Pre-order & Pick up only
Contact Liza & Beatrice
on 0477 776 607
Weekly menu on
Amphitheatre
Facebook page.

Changes to Take Home and Heat Meal Service
Due to work commitments we will be changing Meal Service
to Fridays as of 10 July. We hope this is not an inconvenience
to regular Wednesday customers. Please have a chat for
special orders. Wishing everyone well.
COVID-19 Stage 2 Restrictions Update
As of 16 June, the Amphitheatre is allowed to have 20 people in the venue! As we have been
closed we do need to prepare the venue with a COVID Safe Plan. This will be in place the
week beginning 13 July and the venue will be available for community hire for those groups
routinely using the venue.
The COVID Safe Plan will need to be adhered to - it is the responsibility of hirers to
maintain the safety of participants, and our volunteers who maintain and clean the space. We
thank you for this! Up to 20 people only! Please see below for contact details.
National NAIDOC Week has been announced with the later than usual dates of 8–15
November. There will be a Kuranda NAIDOC Day Celebration and the NAIDOC Team
will keep the community updated with what style of event it will be as restrictions lift. The
Amphitheatre is excited to support NAIDOC Day once again and look forward to working
together with and for the community.
For the next little while:
Although the Amphitheatre is not open for functions at this time, repairs and maintenance
continues. There is gardening, mulching, mowing, cleaning, paths and more still happening.
We are keeping very busy. If you would like to help please get in contact! If you are great with
carpentry repairs we would love to hear from you. We would like to thank Adric Rusch, Ian
Tranby and other supervisors from TRACQS who are continuing with some projects within
the venue.

HEALTH DATA FOR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDER PEOPLE RELEASED
On 23 June, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) released detailed state and territory
tables and fact sheets using data from the 2018-19 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Health Survey.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from all states and territories living in both
non-remote and remote areas participated in the survey, providing information on their
health and well-being.
This state and territory data has been available since March through the ABS’s TableBuilder
product which allows people to produce their own tables and graphs. This new release prepackages key health information into a set of tables and fact sheets for each for state and
territory, making it easier for people to access and use.
To meet the demand for health data for areas smaller than the states and territories, new
modelled estimates for smaller regions (Indigenous Regions and Primary Health Network
areas) is also included in the data release. These estimates will cover a range of health topics
including long-term health conditions, risk factors and social and emotional well-being
indicators.
The ABS thank the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who shared their
information and stories; your contribution has helped develop the national snapshot of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. More data from the survey, including analytical
articles, will be published over the course of the year, and the ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Engagement Managers will soon commence delivering the Return of Information
program.
Previously published data from the 2018–19 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
islander Health Survey can be also be found on the Bureau’s website www.abs.gov.au

Professional
Knife Sharpening

Membership fees for 2020 can still be paid. If you would like to email us, we can
send you a membership form and you can pay online.
It is still very important that memberships stay current for the status of the Amphitheatre to
remain. The KAS Management Committee hopes you can help with this. These membership
monies do help to keep up with bills that still keep coming in regardless of whether the
Amphitheatre is open or not.
As we are unable to have General Meetings at this stage, the Committee will continue to make
any decisions necessary to maintain ongoing business.

LOCAL KURANDA
PLUMBER & GASFITTER
Servicing all areas of
• Kuranda • Speewah • Koah • Mareeba

FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES
www.kurandaamphitheatre.org
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

BUTTERFLIES AUSTRALIA ID APP
This innovative free butterfly app provides everything
you need to get out and watch butterflies. The field guide
provides basics on how to look for and identify each species
of butterfly found in Australia.
The data submission facility lets you send your butterfly
sightings to an expert panel for verification where they will
contribute to research and conservation on butterflies.
Search for this app on your iPhone or Android app store.
14
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Joe Gundrum 0438 587 753

MOBILE SERVICE

or call out by appointment
KNIVES $8
CHAINSAWS (chain off) $15

PHONE
4093 8382 / 0409 558 027

Vicki’s
Alterations
and
New Creations
• Over 30 years’ experience
• No project too big
or too small
• Reasonable
rates

0400 791 345 or 4093 8976

Over 20 years experience in the concrete industry
Kuranda resident for 18 years

Here at Kuranda District State College Primary
campus we have a number of active lunchtime
clubs students may choose to attend. We
have weekly clubs, which include Dance Club,
Basketball and Handball competitions, Girl Power
Group, Gardening Club, Student Leadership and
Indigenous Leaders. One of the most creative
clubs is our ‘Kuranda Kraft Klub’ which operates
each Thursday in the prep room during second
break. Our amazing teacher aide, Ms Wendy, with
some help at times from Ms Maureen, work with
interested children to conceptualise and create
art projects relevant to local and international
themes. Some of the themes covered this year
include: World Ocean Day, International Day of
Families, Importance of Bees.

School Gardening
Kuranda District State College has been working on revitalising and enhancing the garden
beds located on the primary campus. The primary school leaders have been raising funds for
the past two years to support the development of the gardening project including the purchase
of new garden beds and suitable gardening equipment. In 2020 this continues to form part of
the council’s Environmental Action Plan. They report on their journey and achievements at
an end of year student leadership event with schools from all around the FNQ region.
The past few weeks have been very exciting for students and staff as we have seen massive
development thanks largely to Mr Heath Connell. Heath has been working with all classes
during the school lockdown period. We have seen some amazing transformations and he has
taught students about composting, has made weed juice and been propagating seedlings to
plant. He conducts a Gardening Club each week during one of the lunch periods and many
students have been inspired to get involved and contribute to the gardening project. We have
been very fortunate to have parents and other community members support the project by
sending in seeds, seedlings and cuttings to propagate. There has also been incredible support
and community generosity from the owners of Kuranda Landscape Supplies on Myola Road
who have donated sand and soil to fill our new garden beds. Smithfield Bunnings have
generously supported our project with a donation of $200, which went towards the purchase
of two extra garden beds. This support is invaluable and very much appreciated. We would
not see the growth and development of our project without this support.
The grand plans for the future include each class having their own bed to create gardening
masterpieces. ‘Garden Off’ competitions are also on the agenda in an effort to instil pride for
each class and inspire creativity. We are hoping to produce enough edible produce to use with
student groups for cooking and meal preparation. We also hope to securely fence the garden
area in 2020 to keep out as many hungry wallabies as possible and in 2021 to expand even
further by obtaining a hen house and a collection of chooks. The students are very excited
about the prospect of chickens to care for and eggs to collect!

4093 8222

info@kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
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WORLD-FIRST CASSOWARY LAND BRIDGE TAKES FLIGHT
Works on the first-ever bridge for cassowaries will start
next month, helping them safely cross the Bruce Highway at
Smiths Gap 2km south of El Arish by linking tracts of World
Heritage-listed rainforest currently separated by the road.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure,
Transport and Regional Development Michael McCormack
said the bridge is being delivered as part of the Australian
Government’s fully-funded $13.8 million Smiths Gap
project which will also
deliver a southbound
overtaking lane.
“Smiths Gap
is an identified
cassowary
corridor and
the land
bridge will
connect
critical

cassowary habitats,” Mr McCormack said. “Cassowary safety
measures have been considered in all aspects of the design
and planning for the overtaking lane. We are aware of the
importance of this project, which is why the Australian
Government has committed an additional $3.8 million to
ensure the full scope of works can be delivered.”
Queensland Minister for Transport and Main Roads
Mark Bailey said protecting cassowaries is a priority for the
Queensland Government.
“We’ve been working closely with the local community
since 2015 to find effective solutions to reduce cassowary
road strikes,” Mr Bailey said. “Local cassowary groups raised
the need for a land bridge with me during a community
meeting at Mission Beach and I’m proud that we’re able to
help deliver this project alongside other potential strategies
such as vegetation management along key roads.”
The $13.8 million overtaking lane project is fully funded
by the Australian Government’s $307.83 million Bruce
Highway Overtaking Lanes Package.

This is Elvis and Forrest.
Many of you have seen them
at the Top of the Range
crossing the road at the
80kph overtaking lane. Elvis
has lost two of last year’s
offspring on this section of
the Kuranda Range Road
and we fear for his safety in
the future.
We ask that everyone takes
care on this section of the
road.
These photographs
were taken Caz Knight
Photography during a recent
photoshoot on the Kuranda
Riverboat for Tonketti
Trading. Thank you for
sharing them with us.

BUDGET 2020/21

CAPITAL BUDGET

$10.7M

OPERATING BUDGET

$15.7M

ROADS AND DRAINAGE

$46.9M

HOW EVERY $100 IN GENERAL RATES
IS SPENT

$16.9M

WATER, WASTE AND SEWERAGE

Transport Infrastructure $44.49

$5.5

Parks and Gardens $20.13

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

Council Facilities $10.40

$3.4M

Libraries $8.16

PARKS AND ENVIRONMENT

Biodiversity Protection $4.32

$2.4M

Local Laws $4.01

HEALTH AND REGULATORY SERVICES

Pools $3.10
Community Engagement and Tourism $2.26

$1.5M

SOLAR ENERGY
INVESTMENT

Planning $1.64
Environmental Health, Building & Plumbing $1.49

ROADS AND TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
$3.5M Road maintenance
$2.8M Road renewals and upgrades
$1.3M Reseal program
$917K Bridge upgrades and maintenance
$600K Gravel re-sheet priority roads
PARKS AND ENVIRONMENT
$2.7M Parks, gardens and reserve maintenance
$655K Biodiversity protection
WATER, WASTE AND SEWERAGE
$5.7M Water and wastewater services
$4.6M Water and wastewater renewals and upgrades
$4.5M Waste services
$1.4M Sewer reticulation renewals
COMMUNITY FACILITIES, CULTURE AND LIBRARIES
$1.5M Community facilities and Council buildings
$1.4M Operation and activities for libraries
$859K Provision of aged housing services
$470K Operation and maintenance of swimming pools
$368K Public halls and amenities
$178K Community development and engagement
$173K Community partnerships and events
TOURISM AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
$620K Tourism promotion and economic development
HEALTH AND REGULATORY SERVICES
$1.1M Local Laws
$479K Environmental Health, Building and Plumbing
$418K Urban and regional planning

18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda 4881
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1300 308 461

info@msc.qld.gov.au

www.msc.qld.gov.au

The nursery is NEARLY ALWAYS OPEN. The splendid rain
continues. That’s great but a sunny break would be nice.
Meanwhile, plant, plant, plant. There’s no better time. Soil is
moist, sky is dull, so no stress. The nursery is humming with
volunteers potting up new plants to fill up the open benches.
We know you’re busy in the garden because you’ve been
buying up our (dirt cheap) potted plants as quickly as we’re
potting them up.
1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881
Phone: 4093 8834 | Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com
www.kurandaconservation.org

If you want a trouble-free garden, please think native!

** Two sturdy box trailers available
for you to borrow 4093 8834 **

The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!
WHEN WE SAY ‘CASSOWARY’ WE SAY ‘WILDLIFE’

These pictures will go on to our Facebook page and
our website kurandaconservation.org for the world
to see. We look forward to receiving your picture
soon. Children of any age from 3 to 80 are invited
to submit a drawing or painting about cassowaries.
You can send your picture in an email to us to
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com. Write your name
and age on your picture. It’s going to be fun to see
what you draw/paint for us.

Just about everything we do should take into account
our natural environment. We’re fortunate in the
Kuranda Region that we still have 'an environment'
in the natural sense of the word. It’s easy for us to
appreciate our wildlife because we see it every day;
we share our space with all sorts of critters, from
fascinating insects to brilliantly coloured snakes, to
amazing modern dinosaurs such as cassowaries.
This space we share places some responsibility upon
us to preserve what we have. We must build our
roads to accommodate wildlife at whatever cost,
such as incorporating over and underpasses to allow
wildlife movement through their natural corridors.
We must drive cars that transport us at speeds we’ve
only contemplated in the past couple of hundred
years in ways that allow us to avoid killing something.
How often do we see the squashed carcasses of dead
animals so unceremoniously killed as we zoom on our
way? We even feel the bump as we drive over them.

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR

Minna, at age 9, is
continuing in the
footsteps of her
talented artistic
father, Gerhard
Hillmann, as
demonstrated by
her detailed pencil
drawing.

The next 3-4 months is when cassowaries get frisky
and are in the mood for mating. It’s the time when
last year’s juveniles separate from their parent bird,
either willingly or forcefully, and wander somewhat
disoriented in search of new home ranges where they
can find food, shelter and safety. It’s a time that can
be very difficult for them. Please keep a keen eye out
for brown juveniles and young adults that appear in
unusual places – like the side of the Kuranda Range
Road. If you see a cassowary in distress, call
1300 130 372. This is the QPWS number and trained
officers have the power and authority to deal with
risky situations.

Where to from here
Minna?

The number to call if a cassowary is on a main road is
TMR, Transport and Main Roads, on 13 19 40.

Above: Cassowary transitions by Amaya

This is just to say: be aware of our privilege, value our
environment, respect its other tenants and behave
accordingly.
HAPPY SPACE
Amaya Hillmann was showing artistic promise
when she was only three years old. Then at five,
she showed considerable progress with dimensions
and movement. At the ripe old age of six, she is
producing some pretty impressive stuff.

Cassowary by Minna

Please keep us informed on 4093 8834 or on
Facebook and Messenger of any cassowary sighting
in the Kuranda Region. Your call to leave a message
that Elvis is crossing the road is vitally important.

Thanks to local artist, Rebecca Koller,
who has very generously donated
her artwork for the new Kuranda
Conservation wheelie bin stickers to
support Cassowary Care. Thank you
also to Steven Nowakowski and Nettie
O Design who donated their expertise
and time to have these paintings
produced. The stickers are now
available to purchase at only $20 each!
Proceeds of the sale of these stickers
will go towards purchasing tagging
equipment that will give us some
insight into cassowary movements,
including crossing roads, and the
condition of their habitat that will
guide us towards actions to improve
their health and safety.
Contact Jax at Kuranda Conservation 4093 8834 or
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com
to purchase your cassowary stickers.
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Cassowary Campaign a Small Win
Conservationists have achieved a positive step in protecting
the endangered Southern Cassowary. Cassowary Keystone
Conservation (CKC), a member group of Friends of the Earth
FNQ, with other members of the Cassowary Recovery Team,
lobbied the Department of Main Roads to install wildlife
signs on the Tully/Mission Beach Road. This is the number
one black spot for cassowary deaths by traffic strike. We have
been heard and new wildlife signs have been painted in four
priority black spot locations.
CKC has also developed a quick response method when
cassowaries are struck by using the number on the nearest
white signposts. This has dramatically reduced the time it
takes for first responders to get to injured birds and distressed
drivers.
We hope that the Department of Main Roads will honour
our repeated requests for double yellow lines to stop drivers
overtaking in this critical location and protect our cassowaries
from road strike.

Stay warm and relaxed

Black Lives Matter
FoE FNQ, as part of FoE Australia, stands in solidarity
with the uprising for Black Lives in Minneapolis, across the
United States and globally. Here in Australia, in addition to
police violence, Indigenous people continue to face threats to
their lands, waters and sacred places by mining and resource
companies. Indigenous people have always resisted. We
honour that resistance, commit to be allies in their struggles,
and declare our support for Black Lives Matter and the
movement to end Black Deaths in Custody here in this
country.
A Safer Way
Friends of the Earth FNQ has written to Mareeba Shire
Council asking if the Blue Hand Steam steam weeder
machine, bought about four years ago by Council, can be used
as a spray free method for weeding, at least in the Kuranda
playground. It could also be used to clean benches, making
them COVID-19 safe. We understand this expensive piece
of equipment is not being used much. We have also asked
which obstacles are preventing this from happening, and will
let you know the Council’s response.

Shop: 11 Coondoo St.
Kuranda Qld. 4881
Sat-Sun 10 am - 3 pm
or by appointment
0412 636 379

Shop online - www.sandravidendesign.com
shop@sandravidendesign.com

Although the official eradication of yellow crazy ants
from Russett Park is still some way off, a milestone of
no yellow crazy ants detected has been reached for the
first time since 2014. Further surveys must continue to
demonstrate the area is free of yellow crazy ants before
it can go to post-treatment validation. Post-treatment
validation requires at least four surveys, at a minimum
of six months apart, over two years without treatment,
before eradication can be declared.
This major milestone was celebrated with a yellow crazy
pants party at the home of Russett Park residents Don
and Judy Freeman. Lucy Karger, the Project Manager
from the Wet Tropics Management Authority conveyed
a heartfelt thanks to everyone for their support,
commitment and help over the years in achieving this
great result. She also shared the story of the Community
Taskforce and where it began with local champions
rallying volunteers for treatment and monitoring and
raising awareness in the community.

Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,
gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest
Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

0408 728 711
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Eco-living Tips
With mosquitoes enjoying this wet winter, what can be
used as an alternative to insect repellent? As well as the
excellent essential oil products produced in Kuranda,
Mosi-guard has been found by FoE FNQ members to
work and to last a long time. It’s based on oil of lemon
eucalyptus and can be bought from a Mareeba local at
www.sandfly-mosquito-repellents.com.au

Major Milestone Reached

DINOSAURS IN
KURANDA

FREE ADMISSION

the city. ACTION: Please sign the petition at change.org- see
http://chng.it/q8VR8zcTdK

Evicting the Bats from Cairns Library
Despite significant community protest, Cairns City Council is
attempting a relocation of the endangered spectacled flying
foxes from the city centre on 1 July. This is likely to cause
significant stress to the bats and to disperse the bats across

03420ARJ

Batwing top & pants in
100% natural cotton.
Cardigan & pants in raspberry,
black, grape and navy.

Photo: Ingrid Marker

I’d like to thank our taskforce volunteers, Kuranda
Envirocare, the residents of Russett Park and the
Kuranda Community for their ongoing support and
commitment in achieving eradication of yellow crazy ants
at Russett Park and contributing to the environmental
well-being of our local community.
NEXT Meeting: Wednesday 1 July at 7pm
Friends of the Earth FNQ meet every first
Wednesday of the month at 7pm via Zoom. Join
us in the fight to protect the environment – and
for a safer, more equitable world free from
discrimination on the grounds of race, gender,
sexuality or religion. Contact Margaret on
0403 214 422, email pestoriusm@gmail.com

Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
envirocare.org.au/yellow-crazy-ants-taskforce
yca.ciara@gmail.com

The moth
of the day

L I M IT
S TO C E D
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F
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It is an unfortunate fact that while just as ecologically
important, moths typically don’t get the same ‘airtime’ as
their close relatives the butterflies. This may be due to the
fact that the majority of moths are nocturnal and active when
many of us aren’t, or more likely, that most moths don’t
match butterflies for colour and visual impact. While our
region’s postcards regularly feature the spectacular Cairns
Birdwing or Ulysses Butterflies, they tend not to feature too
many moths! Personally, I find moths just as interesting as
butterflies, despite their low profile.
One of our local moths however, is an exception to the
norm. The Four o’clock Moth (Dysphania numana) is a
visually spectacular species with a mix of black, blue, purple
yellow and orange. Like other colourful species, these moths
are using colour to communicate and in this case it is with
predators that would typically feed upon a moth of this size.
The bright colours suggest that this species is distasteful,
and as a result many vertebrate predators, particularly birds,
avoid it.
The advantage of advertising that you are not really edible
is that it enables a species to be active by day when visual
predators are actively seeking food. The majority of nocturnal
moths use camouflage as their major defense against visual
predators and spend the daylight hours motionless, blending
into their habitats.
The name ‘Four O’clock Moth’ has been coined due to the
apparent peak in activity of this species in the late afternoon.
It is uncanny how many times I have personally observed
these moths active very close to 4pm. While they certainly
are more commonly seen in the late afternoon, they may fly
earlier and sometimes well into the evening and even after
dark.
The caterpillars of the Four O’clock Moth are equally
as spectacular as the adult moths. They are bright yellow/
with black spots along the body. Like the adults, they are
using the same survival strategy; advertising themselves as
distasteful and not worth eating. They certainly don’t blend
into the greenery in which they reside. The caterpillars feed

Top: A Four O’clock Moth caterpillar at rest in a typical pose.

O

Above: A pair of Four O’clock Moths mating (this photo was taken
recently at around 4.30pm)
Photos: Alan Henderson

on the plant Corky Bark (Carallia brachiata), a freshwater
mangrove common in the Kuranda region. While not feeding
the caterpillars usually cling to the stem or leaves with
their rear claspers and hold the rest of their body up off the
plant. They pupate by silking the leaves together to form a
protective ‘purse’.
When temperatures rise and the wet season approaches,
many invertebrate species become more active and visible.
This attractive moth will certainly do so, so keep an eye out
for them in late afternoon sunshine.

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

BA SED IN KURA NDA

TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated
Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist
Kuranda artist and author, Buck Richardson 'The
Moth Man of Kuranda', has provided us with a
timely image of his “Dysphania FOUR O CLOCK
moth ball” (left) and “Dysphania numana doing
the 4 o'clock flight” (above) for this edition.
Buck’s award winning artworks can be viewed at
the Kuranda Arts Co-op or online at
www.leapfrogoz.com.au. This is also a great
resource with a photographic record of hundreds
of local moths as well as birds, frogs, flora, fauna.
His books including Mothology: Discover the
Magic and Tropical Queensland Wildlife from
Dusk to Dawn: Science and Art are also available
on his website.

0408 150 734
treelopperscairns@gmail.com

treelc.com.au

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised
• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice
• No job too big or too small
Experience ranging from small trees through to
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing
and controlled tree removal.
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Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC)
Operated by Kuranda Information
& Support Centre Assoc. Inc.
6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881
P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607
E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Neighbourhood Centre News July 2020
Service Continuity and Re-opening
The Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre has continued to extend opening hours since re-opening
on a restricted basis on 25 May. Currently we are open full days Monday to Thursday. We will
extend to Friday mornings 9am -1pm in coming weeks. Please be patient with our volunteers
and staff and respect the COVID-19 protocols. There may also be some times the Centre is
closed due to reduced volunteers. This also means we have less computers available and the
kitchen remains closed.
If the Centre is closed, please call 4093 8933 or email coordinator@kurandanc.org.au or
familysupport@kurandanc.org.au for assistance. We are still working flexibly through this
transition to provide as many services as we can. Please do not attend the Centre if you
have any symptoms such as fever, cough, runny nose, shortness of breath or have come into
contact with someone who has COVID-19, or if you have returned from interstate or overseas
within the past 14 days.
Group Activities
Groups are yet to restart but we are hoping that further easing will allow groups to
recommence: including Mahjong, Grandparents' Cuppa and EPIC (Empowered Parenting in
Community). We still need to comply with the 4 square metre per person restriction and as
soon as this is eased, we will inform the community.
FNQ & NQ Monsoon Trough Category C Grant
KNC is happy to announce that we have been successful in our application for an Around The
Table – Coming Together to Build Resilience and Connections project for 12 months. We
will have a project facilitator with weekly activity sessions to be delivered mainly from the
Nest or in community as appropriate. The purpose is to encourage community connection
and resilience as part of disaster recovery and break down barriers such as isolation,
disconnection, bias and discrimination. The project start date is 1 July and we will be working
with the COVID-19 protocols as needed.
NILS: The No Interest Loan Scheme
NILS is operating with phone and face to face interviews available on Wednesdays. These are
for essential new items and car registration paid off each fortnight. The loans are up to $1200
and can include delivery costs. To be eligible you need to have a Health Care Card, receive a
Centrelink Income or be earning under $45,000 and lived at your current address for three
or more months. You will need to provide a three month bank statement, Centrelink Income
Statement/Payslips for four weeks, have identification, proof of residence and provide a
quote or invoice. For information, assistance or to book an interview please call 4093 8933.
Documents can be emailed to admin@kurandanc.org.au.
Wifi Hotspot
The KNC Hotspot for Wifi remains available for people to access on and around the veranda
while maintaining social distancing. There is no voucher or password required.
Street Pantry
Thank you for the generous donations, some of which have been creative and thoughtful
and we know that the pantry is being accessed regularly. If you able to, please place any
non-perishable food, personal hygiene items etc in the Street Pantry at the front of the
Neighbourhood Centre. We ask that you either wipe any items down or apply a hand sanitiser
to your hands before placing food/items in the pantry. If you are accessing the Street Pantry
for food, please only take what you need at that time so that other items are there for other
people in need. Thank you!
Kuranda Community Essentials Project
The Kuranda Community Essentials project continues to be available for those in the District
who have lost or have had reduced hours from their jobs due to the Coronavirus. Please
contact the Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre on 4093 8933 Mon-Thu 9-5 and Fri 9-1 or email
coordinator@kurandanc.org.au or familysupport@kurandanc.org.au

Kuranda Carriers
Your Local Delivery Service

Cairns • Kuranda • Speewah • Koah
WHITEGOODS • FURNITURE • SOME HARDWARE
(Bunnings, OfficeWorks, Pharmacies, A-Mart, Harvey Norman etc)
We will pick up small parcels from Cairns CBD from $11
We also do removals

PHONE

0407 184 331
kurandacarriers@gmail.com.au
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KURANDA
BRANCH
20 Thongon Street

o ut of the b ub b le!

Coffee bean fruit caught in a bubble after
rain, Kuranda. Photo: Krishna Buhler

We are preparing for our hall to re-open. Sally and Garry, of Kuranda Kleaning, Maintenance
and Mowing, have conscientiously completed our ‘deep clean’ of the CWA Hall ensuring we
meet all QCWA disinfection requirements for safe use by the Kuranda community. Contact
Secretary Colleen Blunt 0448 434 186 or Sandra McCorry 0447 737 415 for our Information
Package for hiring the CWA Hall with details of COVID-19 protocols.
The CWA Hall, Kuranda will be open for hire from the end of June. Initially groups
are to be a maximum of 40. We look forward to continuing our proud tradition of being a
meeting and making place for locals.We have very affordable rates for community hire and
all necessary amenities. For details of days and times of availability for Hall hiring, weekdays
and weekends, please contact Sandra McCorry 0447 737 415.
DIARY DATES:
Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 8 July starting at 9.30am. In order to vote at the AGM,
your membership needs to be in by 30 June. Contact Secretary Colleen Blunt 0448 434 186
for more details. Please consider joining us, we will welcome new members with open—at a
safe distance—arms.
CRAFT MORNINGS will resume at 9am on Wednesday 15 July and then the third
Wednesday of each month thereafter. Please feel free to join in. Bring a friend, an activity
or perhaps an item with a Kuranda history, or just a story itself to share. Due to COVID-19
regulations please bring your own cup. Coffee, tea etc is provided, and paper cups if you forget
your own.
KURANDA CWA HISTORY – a place to escape the 'bub'ble for mother and child.
'Rest Rooms' was the term that many early CWA buildings around Australia went by.
These Rest Rooms provided rest and a cup of tea for new mums, especially in rural areas,
often a nurse was in attendance to weigh the babies, support the mums and conduct early
vaccination programmes took place in the 1920s.
From the Cairns Post in 1941 ...The Kuranda ‘Rest Room’ was opened
on September 7th, 1940. The ‘Room’ was completed in twelve months
with a baby clinic room included, free of debt. The clinic was opened,
May 31st 1941, with 18 babies attended by the clinic Sister that day.

Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda
Monday and Thursday 9am–12 noon • Saturday 10am–12 noon
4093 8989 (nursery) • 0419 624 940 • 0478 676 122
info@envirocare.org.au • www.envirocare.org.au
Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available

Community Nursery and Landcare
Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Garden sized plants ready to go in after this wonderful rain!
Box trailers for hire. Members discount. All plugs catered for
Contact Hans on 0459 978 842 to book.

Seeking Expressions of Interest
We’re on the move again after COVID-19 restrictions and we
are lining up workshops, field days and plantings.
We’ll be running several field day mornings with planting
at a new rehabilitation site on Cain Creek, in the cooler
planting months of August and September.
Any landholders adjoining Cain, Owen or Warril Creeks
should contact us as we have funding opportunities to
rehabilitate creek banks and provide more forest habitat for
the Kuranda tree frog. It does not need to be a lot of trees,
a few providing shade across the creek to eliminate water
weeds is a good outcome. Call Cathy on 0419 624 940 to
discuss.
We’re also seeking expressions of interest to attend our
next four workshops. Numbers will be limited so please email
us info@envirocare.org.au and we’ll email you details when
the dates are confirmed.
Workshop 1. The What and How of Weeds: a field
day on weed recognition, significance of weeds and methods
of treatment. Including staff from Mareeba Council and
Biosecurity Queensland.
Workshop 2. Get to Know Your Rainforest
Families: a 1 day workshop on our local rainforest and the
quirks of the online rainforest key, with a local botanist.
Workshop 3. What’s in my Backyard – tell tale
signs – a Bioblitz field day.
Workshop 4. From Seed to Seedling – rainforest
seed propagation – ½ day cracking seed dormancy and
giving your seedlings the best chance.
We’re also seeking some good listeners and also some
adventurous souls to help with detecting frogs on audio files

Speaker Meeting
7pm Thursday 2 July @ Kuranda
Recreation Centre with Prof. Allan Dale

Kuranda tree frog (Litoria myola) Photo: Ed Evans, April 2020

or help with placing our new acoustic monitoring devices
in hard to get to places. You’ll be part of our citizen science
team as we seek information, trying to track down how many
frogs are calling, where they’re calling and how they might
be moving along the creek lines, especially the Kuranda Tree
Frog. No training needed, we’ll supply what’s needed. Call
Cathy on 0419 624 940

Allan Dale has been involved with James Cook University as
a Professor of Tropical Regional Development at The Cairns
Institute, and as Chief Scientist for the Co-operative Research
Centre for Developing Northern Australia (CRCNA). Allan
has spent the last 10 years in the rural community of Babinda,
and he now resides in the Speewah area west of Kuranda,
where he has taken on the maintenance of the local Boonaloo
Reserve. Allan has been using low impact, low maintenance
techniques both on his previous Nature refuge property and
at the Reserve. Allan will give a talk on various rehabilitation
methods for ecosystem restoration.

• Date Claimers •
2nd July – Speaker meeting 7 pm KRC, Fallon Road with
Allan Dale on low impact, low cost restoration methods
Saturday mornings 8am – Weekend Weed Warriors vine attack. Meet at nursery, 284 Myola Road at 8am. Call
Margaret 0478 676 122
20-26th July – Frog monitoring spots and transects

Boonaloo Reserve, Kelly Road,
Speewah, one year on

Koah Automotive
• Safety Certificates on cars, trucks,
trailers and motorcycles
• Airconditioning repairs and servicing

Celebrating 40 years of quality service in Kuranda 2020

• General mechanical repairs

Social distancing in place. Contact details will be requested.

&
Frogs Restaurant

• EFI diagnostics and servicing

Gecko FM present

• Log book servicing

Call 4093 8952 o
0407 937 405 to r text
order
(last orders
6.45pm)

ly 8–9.30am

Ju
Saturday 4th

See menu on FB Ku
Notice Board or asranda
k us.

Takeaway favourite Spaghetti Marinara!

SUNDAYS LIVE MUSIC
AND COCKTAILS
Saturdays 4–6pm
Full bar plus tapas style
menu from $6
Bookings essential 4093 8952.
FREE ENTRY

Gift Cards for friends, family or those in need
www.frogsrestaurant.com.au/giftcard
Cards can be redeemed partially and
balance saved for the next order.

Trip Advisor Certificate of
Excellence 2013–2019.
7 years running!

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

• LPG installation & repairs
We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
Automotive – All Makes, All Models
and Motorcycles
Generators • Deep Cycle
Solar • Dual Battery Systems

We now accept
Zip Pay

Koah Automotive

Phone 4093 7993
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881
Fax 4093 7993

Operated by
Koah Automotive
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MARE E BA
BLACK GARLIC

Black garlic can be found on menus everywhere lately, but this unique ingredient isn’t
anything new. It has been used for flavour and medicinal purposes and in a variety of Asian
cuisines for centuries. Black garlic is, simply put, the product of aging regular garlic bulbs
over the course of weeks or months. It requires strictly regulated temperature and humidity
to achieve its sticky consistency.
With a softer, molasses-like flavour, it is a more delicate option than the raw bulb. It also
has added health benefits, including twice the amount of antioxidants than in its regular
form. What’s the best part? It’s versatile and can be swapped out for regular garlic in most
recipe.
The Mareeba Black Garlic website has a great range of recipes, tips and details of the
health benefits of using black garlic www.mareebablackgarlic.com.au
Mareeba Black Garlic is now available from the Australian Bush Store on Therwine Street,
and at market prices. Mareeba Black Garlic owner Crale Reece will be conducting tastings,
and answering your questions, at the Store on Saturday 11 July from 11am to 1pm.
RIB STEAKS WITH BLACK GARLIC BUTTER
INGREDIENTS
Black Garlic Compound Butter
1pkg (250g) unsalted cultured butter, softened
2 tbsp (25 ml) each finely chopped fresh parsley and chives
2 tsp (10 ml) finely chopped MAREEBA BLACK GARLIC
1/2 tsp (2 ml) kosher salt
Pinch freshly ground black pepper
Steaks:
2 pieces Rib steaks, about 400g each
1/2 tsp (2 ml) each kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 tbsp (15 ml) canola oil
METHOD
1. Make Black Garlic Compound Butter: Gently stir together butter, parsley, chives, garlic,
salt and pepper in a bowl, just until blended.
2. Spoon butter onto 15-inch (38cm) long piece of parchment paper or plastic wrap; shape
into 10-inch (25cm) log and roll up. Twist ends of paper to secure. Refrigerate until firm,
about 2 hours. Cut off two ¼ inch (5mm) thick slices to serve on steaks, then rewrap and
refrigerate remaining butter for another use
3. Steaks: Sprinkle both sides of steaks with salt and pepper. Heat oil in a large cast iron
frying pan over medium high just until it starts to smoke. Cook steaks 6 to 8 minutes, turning
once halfway. Transfer to cutting board; top each with a slice of compound butter. Let rest 5
minutes before serving.

IN STORE TASTINGS
Australian Bush Store
Saturday 11 July
11am to 1pm

MAREEBA BLACK GARLIC STUFFED MUSHROOM
Serves 6 as a starter
INGREDIENTS
6 large cup mushrooms
1 large sweet red pepper finely chopped
1 onion finely chopped
6 cloves of peeled black garlic finely sliced (one for each mushroom)
75g butter
75g breadcrumbs
4 tablespoons of freshly chopped parsley
2 tablespoons of lemon juice
1 egg beaten
45g cheddar cheese grated
15g freshly grated parmesan cheese
6 tablespoons of chicken or vegetable stock,
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Olive oil for drizzling.
METHOD
Heat oven to 180°C.
Wipe the mushrooms clean. Carefully take out the stalks but keep the mushroom cups whole.
Place the mushrooms in a large baking dish.
Chop the stalks, sweet red pepper and onion. Heat the butter in a frying pan and gently fry
the onion mixture. Remove from the heat. Stir in the breadcrumbs, parsley and lemon juice.
Season to taste. Stir in the beaten egg. Spoon the mixture into the mushroom cups. Tuck
one finely sliced peeled black garlic clove into each mushroom cup. Sprinkle over the grated
cheddar cheese and parmesan. Pour the stock around them. Drizzle the tops with olive oil.
Season again with a little salt and freshly ground black pepper.
Bake in the oven for 20 to 25 minutes until the mushrooms are tender and the tops golden
brown. Serve with a rocket salad

Click &
Collect
or Phone
Order
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A Grinter's Tale

_

of course) if you wanted, and no one would know, except perhaps Mark
the postie, who has sprung me with inside out clothes, hair colour
and face mask (the first one I’ve used since Moses was a boy and
he had to turn up). No garbage bag though. Not yet.
It’s been great that people (mostly women) have had
to forego haircuts and skin treatments, manicures and
pedicures. That’s a leveller. I must admit I thought it
would be fascinating to see how many women’s faces
collapsed without access to Botox and fillers. Watch
this space, it’s got to happen, although, it looks like
they might just be saved in the nick of time.
But COVID has crippled our small businesses,
particularly tourism, hospitality and retail, and I
find this the hardest thing about the last few months,
that is, the speed at which some people’s livelihoods
have been annihilated.
Retail changes every half century in truth. From
the birth of the department store – in Australia this
was probably Marcus Clarke, James McEwan & Co,
McDowells Ltd for instance in the late 1800s, to the
growth of small retailers fifty or so years later, then the
insidious growth of supermarket and discount stores
such as Kmart in the mid 1900s, and we’ve been heading in
the direction of digital retailing at a rapidly increasing pace.
Online shopping in the form of such companies as Amazon
appeared in the late 90s, and so I suppose we can predict that by
2040, shops will be a thing of the past, maybe far sooner.
You can see why. After all, there’s a huge, easily accessible selection
of goods and services to choose from. There are reviews and comparisons, it’s
convenient, and saves both time and fuel, no parking meters, in some cases free delivery
and easy returns. But yet…
I can’t get enthusiastic about online shopping, after all, it’s cutting employment drastically.
But more than that, what will replace the contact, the presence and the tangible quality of a
product you can see, feel, sniff, and try. I am old school, and I like to buy from a person not
an invisible entity. I just love going into Just Gorgeous and chatting with Jill and her lovely
staff for example. That can’t change. It really can’t. These businesses are not just retailers,
they are our friends, and we can touch and feel and love their wonderful products and most
importantly, enjoy the wonderful human contact that no online service will ever provide.
The shift to digital retail has been coming for a long, long time, and although I am as guilty
as the next person of buying online now and then, it’s usually because I can’t get something
locally. And why can’t I buy it locally? Because everybody buys online and the shop has had
to close.
Now the truth is, half my problem is using a
140mm x 70mm piece of technology to run my life.
That would make my daughter chuckle, but seriously,
wait until Generation Y starts losing their sight, their
concentration and their phone. The thought of using
my mobile to compare prices between stores is just
abhorrent. Who gets time to do that? Who wants
to take off their distance glasses or prescription
sunglasses, put on their reading glasses, stop the car
and use fat farmer fingers to do the walking.
No sirreeee. Give me a human any time. Get thee
into a Kuranda shop right now and tell the owner how
much you have missed them.
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Last night, at about 3.30am, Boris Johnson called me from his
emergency parliamentary mobile. He said my mother was on the
other line complaining she was disappointed I couldn’t come
to the UK to see her because of a hay shortage in Speewah.
He was pretty miffed because he was on his way to the
bank to withdraw the $1 million to turn his favourite
RAF aeroplane into a flying Union Jack. Mum had
progressed from talking about my cancelled visit, and
was talking about brands of hair dye so animatedly
that his driver, enthralled by the conversation,
slammed on the brakes to avoid crashing into an
escort motorbike.
The escort vehicle following behind back ended
Boris’s car, the boot of which popped open, and
three hay bales, Greta Thunberg and a bunch of
protestors fell out. Greta gave the thumbs up to
Boris before being whisked off by CNN reps to meet
her Coronavirus advisory panel commitments.
The CNN car apparently narrowly missed causing
another accident as it u-turned violently in the
direction of McDonalds.
I didn’t have time to comment on all the action, so
I told him it was raining and assured him I had plenty of
hay, but advised perhaps he should just try blue rinse, that
my mother, being brunette, didn’t have experience managing
blonde hair.
I kept thinking I should ask him what I should write in my column
this week because my brain was full of yellow hair and propaganda.
Boris complained that I was confusing him with the yellow Republican,
and they were NOT related, and at that moment, Bart Simpson, banana yellow, ran
past my window wearing a Norton anti-virus disc strapped to his nose, hurtling indeed
towards Chris Martin, who was on the lawn singing, “Yeah, they were all yellow”.
The sky went dark outside, and there followed a deafening, terrifying whining sound, and
a huge aircraft painted red, white and blue came down in my dam, rainbow fish and water
lilies rocketing into the air and landing on a passing dog walker.
I woke up in a lather, shoving fat cat off the bed with gusto in my haste to rescue the
plane’s passengers. I have to tell you, it’s not easy to move fat cat in a hurry, it’s like shifting
a bag of potting mix off your legs, no, cement. Sometimes I fight to get out of my bed, with
fat cat on my legs and Harry Kelpie taking up the other side, the bedspread pinned so tightly
across my body I keep scissors handy just in case. I suffer from claustrophobia, but only when
awake.
You do know, of course, in fact you can surely tell, that when I start writing this column
every month, I have absolutely no idea what I am going to talk about.
But then my friends would say that’s true every time I open my mouth.
My disturbed nights are cyclical. No, not women’s stuff, they coincide with deadlines
like this column. I spend a week lying awake for two hours at least, thinking about things
about which I feel sufficiently strongly to air my views. Brilliant inspiration comes from
my nightmares, and I go to sleep confident I will remember this inspiration. However, by
the morning, the demons have disappeared, fat cat and Harry are at peace after an equally
sleepless night caused by my tossing and turning, and I do forty sit ups wondering why I am
worried about my physical shape when I can’t even remember the content of a nightmare.
We’re living in a burstable bubble at present, and it’s easy to forget that the world is not
normal, whatever normal means. Sometimes I feel I need to wear a sign that says ‘This Way
Up’.
As we move gradually away from restrictions, I keep reminding myself how lucky we are
here. I love the fact that being at home means you could wear a garbage bag (biodegradable
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Porridge
Porridge is a dish made by boiling ground, crushed, or chopped starchy plants (typically
grains) in water, milk, or both, with optional flavourings, and is usually served hot in a bowl
or dish. It may be served as a sweet or savory dish. Winter is a perfect time to enjoy breakfast
porridge.
Whether you loathe or love porridge is probably the result of having eaten poorly cooked
or properly cooked porridge as a child. Porridge should be smooth, creamy and delicious –
the test to see if it is cooked should not be “if a spoon stands upright in it”… that’s just wrong.
Goldilocks, the world’s toughest porridge critic, knew it must be “just right” to hit the spot.
Porridge can be made with most grains. Oatmeal, on the other hand, only contains oats.
Both options are healthy and rich in nutrients. Contrary to popular belief, oatmeal and
porridge are not one and the same. Oats are often eaten as porridge, but you may use other
grains. Wheat, buckwheat, rice, corn and barley are all popular ingredients in porridge.
Eating porridge for breakfast is a simple, convenient way to fuel your body for the day ahead.
This popular dish is loaded with fibre, magnesium, zinc, iron, phosphorus and complex carbs
that provide steady energy.
Add fresh fruits to porridge to get the best of both worlds. This is a simple, effective way
to boost your intake of soluble and insoluble fibre, fill up on vitamin C and power up your diet
with antioxidants.
What makes porridge so appealing is its versatility. This breakfast staple can be enjoyed
in a multitude of ways. Get creative in the kitchen and try new porridge recipes. Add nuts
and seeds to the mix or serve it with frozen summer berries. For extra flavour, sprinkle
nutmeg, cardamom, cinnamon or cocoa powder over porridge. For a nutty flavour, toast the
oats before cooking them. My all-time favourite is to add finely grated fresh ginger to your
preferred grains in a pot, cover with hot water and soak before slowly cooking with your
favourite milk or milk alternative. Enjoy! Queenobeans
Wikipedia lists 99 different porridges found around the world and you can find a list of the
Top 50 at www.tasteatlas.com. Number One is the Russian dish Kasha: a porridge that has
represented an essential Russian meal for centuries. Russian kasha refers to various dishes,
which are created with cereals, most commonly rice, wheat, or millet, and pseudocereals
like buckwheat and quinoa. The dish is usually boiled in water and milk, and ranges from
sweet to savory in flavour. It can be modified by numerous additions such as fresh or dried
fruit, preserves, cheese, butter, vegetables, nuts, or honey. In the past, the porridge was
traditionally prepared in cast iron pots and slowly baked in the oven during the night. This
authentic Russian dish holds a strong symbolic meaning, it is the first solid meal served to
children, and is typically served during funerals, thus symbolising the circle of life. Varieties
of the dish, prepared with different cereals, are often found in other Slavic countries such as
Ukraine, Poland, and Belarus.
BREAKFAST KASHA WITH NUTS (vegan, gluten free) via cookpad.com
Serves 4
INGREDIENTS:
200 grams buckwheat
500 ml plant-based milk
50 grams dried apricots (minced)
50 grams raisins
20 grams pistachios (minced)
20 grams almonds (minced)
Maple syrup
2 tsp oil
Salt
Yoghurt of choice for topping.
METHOD: roast buckwheat in a pan without oil until golden. Add the buckwheat, milk, a
pinch of salt, apricots and raisins in a pot and bring to boil. Leave to soak on a low heat for
15min. Stir from time to time. Add oil, pistachios and almonds. Serve with maple syrup and
yoghurt.
PAYASAM – SOUTH INDIAN RICE PORRIDGE/PUDDING (vegan, gluten free)
via maunikagowardhan.co.uk
Serves 4
INGREDIENTS:
50gms basmati rice
110mls plant based milk
250mls coconut milk
40gms jaggery or unrefined brown sugar
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5 cardamom pods – seeds only pounded to a fine powder
1 tbsp each of cashew nuts, pistachios and raisins
Pinch of saffron for serving
Small amount coconut oil.
METHOD: In a wide heavy bottom saucepan add the rice, milk, coconut milk over medium
heat and bring to a boil. Stir frequently. Simmer and add the jaggery and cardamom
powder. Cook on low heat stirring often and scraping the bottom & sides of the pan making
sure it doesn’t stick. Add more milk or water if required. Once the rice is cooked and is a
creamy consistency, turn the heat off and cover with a lid. Leave to cool slightly. In a frying
pan heat the oil and add cashew nuts and brown slightly, add the pistachios and raisins, add
saffron. Fry for a few seconds. Pour the fried nuts along with any oil over the Payasam and
serve warm.
COCONUT POLENTA PORRIDGE WITH FIGS, RASPBERRIES & MAPLE
SYRUP (vegan, gluten free) via fussfreecooking.com
Serves 2
INGREDIENTS:
1/2 cup polenta (yellow cornmeal)
270ml light coconut milk
480ml water
Toppings: granola (optional, for texture), 4 fresh figs quartered, 60g raspberries (1/2
punnet), pure maple syrup. Note: this works with any fruit combination so experiment.
METHOD: In a measuring jug, add coconut milk and top up with water to make 3 cups of
liquid. Gently boil 2 cups of the liquid over low-medium heat. When it is almost boiling, add
polenta. Over very low heat keep stirring the polenta mixture. When the polenta mixture is
getting too thick, add the remaining one cup of the coconut milk-water mixture gradually.
Keep stirring until the polenta mixture no longer feels grainy. You may need to add more
water to achieve your desired consistency. Just before finishing cooking add 2 tbsps of
water so that the porridge doesn’t become a really thick paste when it cools down. Top with
granola, figs, raspberries and a drizzling of maple syrup. Serve immediately.

Eat right. Right now. For you.
personalised nutrition
for weight loss

simply healing

Save the
Sniffles

www.simplyhealing.net.au

0402 804 591

by Sarah Dobbs

Therapeutic Massage and
Ortho-Bionomy with Sheree Scott

- gentle pain-relieving techniques
- more than 15 years’ experience
- 45min session $65; 1hr $80
- anti-inflammatory Kunzea oil
- selected health fund rebates

Sheree Scott
Massage

Ph: 4093 9490 or 0421 102 722

22 Williamson Dr, Kuranda (off Masons Rd)

I’m going to go out on a limb here and say something most people don’t realise. Getting winter sniffles and coughs is normal
(I’m not talking COVID-19 here). It’s normal, and useful, to have a fever when you’re sick. And it is healthy to come down
with something every now and again.
What’s not healthy or normal is not being able to throw the sickness off or lurching from one virus to the next with barely
a chance to dry your nose. This is when we need to be concerned and start to seek further advice from health professionals of
your choice.
Coughs and sniffles give us an opportunity to rest and nurture our bodies. They put the brake on us before anything dire
happens. It is the message we get to slow down! Listen to it. Stop. Take time off work, your colleagues will be grateful you kept
the bugs to yourself. And rest, rest, rest! Nothing can ever beat good old-fashioned rest and good food.
Here’s a few buzzwords complete with explanations to keep your immune system at its best during the chilly season. You
may not be able to completely prevent a cold, but you can make sure you throw it off quickly and easily.
Antioxidants – you hear nutritionists bang on all the time about “eating a rainbow”. This is why! Antioxidants destroy
free radicals that would otherwise damage our cells and tissues. Vitamin C is our best-known antioxidant but there are plenty
more. To make sure you’re getting your fair share eat plenty of green veg, plenty of red and all the colours in between!
Probiotics – Our gut is intrinsically linked to our immune system. A diverse gut microbiota can have an enormously
positive effect on our health. The healthier our gut, the stronger our immune system. For natural probiotics, eat fermented
foods folks! Be sensible about the amount you eat but do eat some every day. Sauerkraut has both pre and probiotics so is an
excellent choice.
Rebecca Nind
End of Life Doula

0407 716 721
sarnind@bigpond.com

MEMBER OF THE
AUSTRALIAN DOULA COLLEGE

Prebiotics – These are the food of the probiotics. They’re a special kind of fibre that feed the good bacteria in our
gut, keeping it healthy. Winter stews can be chock full of prebiotics because onions and garlic are rich in prebiotics. Also,
asparagus, cabbage and beetroot. Oats and apples are up there too. Get making that porridge and add some grated apple. Eat
up!
Mushrooms – nothing and everything is magical about these immune modulating babies. Not the breakfast brown but
shiitake and oyster mushrooms. They are the easiest to find on the supermarket shelf. Research shows just 2 shiitake a day is
enough to make a difference. They are easy to come by fresh or dried.
Vitamin D – Absolutely vital for good, strong immune responses. This is available in limited amounts through food but
we get this mainly through sunlight which is trickier in the winter months but not impossible for most places. See that winter
sun? Get your shirt off and bask in it directly for just a few short minutes a day. Your torso is the best place to expose as it has
a large surface area. If you need more, egg yolks and oily fish are some of our best food sources.
Food is to nourish not just tickle our taste buds although it can do both! Keep the seasonal sniffles in their place with a
robust immune system.
The information given here is general in nature and not intended as a diagnosis nor should it be taken as such. It is in no way intended to take the
place of advice from your chosen healthcare professional or specialist. If symptoms persist, or you have further concerns, please see your chosen
health care provider.

References
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16373990
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3337124/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/research/advancements-in-research/fundamentals/in-depth/the-gut-where-bacteria-and-immunesystem-meet
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/ccs/gastroenterology/prebiotic/faq
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3166406/

KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE
cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • Ph:

4093 7118

“Professional Care in Your Community”

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery – Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)
Dr Hal Hancock – Fridays 9.00am–5.00pm
Dr Veerendra Sinha (specialises in skin cancers and excisions) – Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Agufana Pepela all day Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (am), outreach every second Monday
Dr Yvonne Doveren (Outreach Clinics every Monday fortnight)
Dr Steve Salleras Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm
GP locum Dr Travis Moran 3 days week until end of March when Dr Jimmy Stewart returns
GP Registrar Dr Preston Cardelli until 31 July
Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm
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PLAYING TO THE BEAT OF THE SAME DRUM

Music rang out in Kuranda recently when the Honey and Spice ukulele group got together
again after the ‘closures’ caused by COVID-19.
Respecting the requirements of social distancing, the group practised in a private home in
the rainforest. All the old favourites were played and the group members were in good voice.
It will be a few weeks yet before Honey and Spice return to their usual practice times at
the CWA Hall. It is expected all restrictions will be lifted soon. In the meantime, the group are
rejoicing at being back together and playing.
Music and song certainly lift the spirits.

Photos: Christine Goodwin

ALL CONCRETE WORKS

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

• Domestic & Commercial
• Driveways & Slabs
Servicing Kuranda, Cairns and Tableland
since 1991
FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE BRETT
Ph: 4093 9528
6 Butler Drive, Kuranda

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION
ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION
BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION
AUDIT

4092 1244
mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

0408 187 995

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

Busking Fees waived for
Kuranda Village performers
To support local business operators and to help re-boot the
Kuranda Village, Council will waive busking fees for three
months. Mayor Angela Toppin said the small fee would be
temporarily suspended to encourage buskers to perform in
the Village to create a unique atmosphere.
“As Far Northerners start to explore the region, we want
to encourage local performers to showcase their talents and
add some much-needed street activation in the Village,” Cr
Toppin said.
Buskers will still need to apply for a permit, however the
fee will be waived.
Performers can lodge an application to busk in the
Kuranda Village at the customer service centre in Kuranda
or email info@msc.qld.gov.au.
Application forms can be found by using the search function
on the Council website
www.msc.qld.gov.au
The Jeanette Wormald Trio entertaining diners and
visitors to the village. Sunday 21 June.
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Kuranda Traders Association
With the termination of Tourism Kuranda as the marketing body for Kuranda as a destination,
it is more important than ever that Kuranda traders unite and co-operate to lobby local and
state governments, including for grants and other funding, to promote local business and the
destination of Kuranda as a whole.
This group is still only a concept though, by the time you read this, an initial meeting
(of 20 people as permitted under COVID-19 restrictions) should have been held. A larger
meeting (up to 50 people) will be planned for later in July.
This new group aims to be inclusive of all Kuranda retailers: sole traders, stall holders and
certified health and well-being practitioners, as Kuranda moves forward to bring life back
into the streets, shops and markets of our town.
It is acknowledged that the current economic and social challenges Kuranda traders are
facing require that all endeavour to come together in a cohesive, informed and respectful
business-orientated group to give Kuranda the future it deserves, and provide support and
strength, business to business, as the local economy adjusts to the effects of COVID-19.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED:
Expressions of interest should to be emailed to kurandabusinesseoe@gmail.com with
details of: business name, trading name, owner’s name and contact details, ABN plus any
other information businesses may wish to supply.

TOURISM KURANDA TERMINATED
Tourism Kuranda, which was the destination marketing body for Kuranda, has been
terminated by Council. The Kuranda Benefitted Area Special Rate levy used to support and
fund the program was abandoned at the Mareeba Shire Council (MSC) meeting on 20 May,
after a majority of levy payers (affected property owners) voted against its continuation in a
survey conducted by Council following the recent election.
Mayor Angela Toppin said the feedback received clearly indicated that two thirds of levy
payers did not want to continue paying the levy.
“Council considered the feedback received and several options to keep Kuranda Tourism
going, however it was evident by the results that property owners did not see the value of
Tourism Kuranda,” Cr Toppin said.
“This is unfortunate as the marketing of Kuranda as a destination is important. If the
commercial property owners in Kuranda do not want to pay the levy, we cannot expect other
ratepayers in the Shire to fund the promotion of Kuranda.”
Mayor Toppin said Council will use the remaining funds collected by levy to promote
Kuranda. “This is especially important given the impact COVID is having on tourism in
Kuranda,” Cr Toppin said.
A tender has been put out by Council for a marketing position that will only last until the
last of the levy funds for this year are exhausted. The tender closed on 23 June.
Council is having discussions with Tropical Tourism North Queensland about the
marketing of Far North Queensland as a whole, which will include Kuranda. With overseas
travel still an impossibility, it is hoped that regional travellers will be inclined to spend more
time exploring local areas like Kuranda.
Council established Tourism Kuranda over 20 years ago to market Kuranda as a tourist
destination. An advisory committee was also established. The advisory committee consisted
of industry and marketing experts and local operator representatives. Tourism Kuranda’s
purpose was to promote Kuranda as a tourist destination through various strategies,
including organising events and marketing activities to attract visitors to the region, as well
as advertising, social media and digital marketing campaigns.
The Kuranda Paper would like to wish Kahlia Pepper, our most recent
Tourism Marketing Manager at Tourism Kuranda,
all the best in her future endeavours.
What is currently a local’s favourite hangout will ‘grow up’ to offer a more competitive
edge for the international racing circuit, attracting more events like the UCI World Mountain
Bike Championships and the Downhill World Cup.

skytrails' vision
In the news recently has been The SkyTrails' Project – a master plan to establish the Far
North as a global force in mountain biking (MTB). It should be noted that the project is in its
infancy and is seeking support from the public to move ahead.
SkyTrails' vision is to attract 50,000 to 75,000 domestic and international mountain
bikers to our region, injecting $35-$50 million per year. The group has consulted leading trail
designers to create a blueprint for a world-class product that includes improving established
trails, creating new ones, and our ‘jewel in the crown’ – the Skyrail Gondola Uplift, a first for
Australia.
The ultimate goal is to set Cairns apart from other mountain bike destinations. The point
of difference will be to offer riders a complete experience. A location where they can enjoy
3, 4 or 5 days of riding, providing more than 120km of new trails to cater for all levels of
experience. This new trail network will also help complement the amazing Wangetti trail
which is currently under construction.
SMITHFIELD TRAIL NETWORK – PROPOSED EXPANSION
The hugely popular Smithfield Park has been earmarked for a total revamp and expansion,
with an additional 60km of trails. More gentle uphills, new family-friendly green trails, and
new blue trails including a blue ‘Air flow’ trail for those who love to get their wheels up and
out of the dirt.

KURANDA DOWNHILL – NEW TRAILS & TRAIL LINK
The iconic Kuranda Downhill will get a major upgrade to attract a wider variety of riders:
• The Black Trail is improved to become a world-class level trail.
• A new Blue Trail, catering for 70% of riders includes multiple options on drops and lines.
• The new Green Trail is a beginner’s circuit for those new to riding.
• A new multi-use climbing trail becomes a shared two-way hiking and one-way mountain
bike trail showcasing stunning views from Ross Henry lookout and parts of the black and
blue downhill sections.
Currently, the Kuranda Downhill finishes at the bottom of the range on a busy section
of the State Highway and this has raised significant concern within the mountain biking
community. The trail upgrade will enable riders to start and finish at a safe off-road location,
or alternatively users could choose to start/end at the Smithfield Park Trail Head using the
new trail link.
The Kuranda Trails revamp should be seen as an exciting addition to not only the MTB
community but the community at large. Private enterprise is set to benefit, potentially
providing shuttle operations, bike hire and attracting more business.
SKYRAIL GONDOLA UPLIFT & NEW TRAIL NETWORK
Incorporating the Skyrail Gondola will be the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ for the SkyTrail Cairns
network. It would be the only Gondola-accessed mountain bike trail network in Australia and
will be an absolute ‘must’ for every MTB rider that comes to the Cairns Region.
SkyTrails' vision is to include three trails – a green, blue, and a black. Similar to New
Zealand’s Skyline Gondolas in Queenstown and Rotorua, riders would get a lift up to the Red
Peak Gondola station. This would become the highest elevated and the longest single track of
the SkyTrail Cairns network. For downhill fans, the ability to catch a ride multiple times in a
single day, with the incredible views of our coastline will be a unique experience only Cairns
could offer.
Source: www.skytrails.com.au

Laurence Capocchi

Your local guy looking after your TV problems
WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.
Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland
Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations
• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets
• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

ABN 26 435 200 830
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Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
all types of electrical and marine equipment
Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps
and hot water systems
No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au
Experienced * Reliable * Local * Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658

• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

Call Tony

0432 773 351

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

0402 537 952

Antenna Guy
Laurence
laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com
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Amy Airheart

• B EST SELLERS •

by Ann Harth

Amy Airheart was different. She lived with her brothers
in a small cage. They had lots of toys and a cozy bed. Michael
gave them food and water every day.
Amy and her brothers were guinea pigs. They had tiny
pink noses, soft fluffy fur and quivery whiskers. But Amy had
something her brothers didn’t have.
Amy had wings!
All day long, Amy’s brothers played and ate and slept.
They were happy in the cage – but not Amy.
She was different. All day long, she stared out Michael’s
window. She watched birds glide and butterflies flutter. Amy
wanted to see the world. Maybe there were other guinea pigs
with wings.
One night, Amy woke up. The moon shone through
Michael’s window. “Goodbye, brothers,” she whispered. She
spread her wings and flapped. She wibbled and wobbled, but
she was flying!
She flew from the cage and swooped around Michael’s
room. Flying was easy! “Goodbye, Michael,” she whispered
and flew through the window.
Amy flew all night. She watched the lights below her.
First, there were many. Then there were fewer. When the
sun came up, there was only forest below. Amy landed on a
branch under a blue sky. Sunshine warmed her fur. It was a
beautiful world.
“Where did you come from?” a voice said.
Amy looked below her. A butterfly waved its blue wings.
“I came from Michael’s room.”
The butterfly shook her head. “You belong across the
waters.”
“I do?”
“Yes. That’s where the others live.”
Amy's whiskers quivered. “There are others like me?”
“Come,” the butterfly said. “I will show you.” She darted
away, and Amy followed.

They flew for a day and a night and landed at the edge of
a lake.
The butterfly waved its wings. “On the other side of the
lake is a village. You will be happy there.” She flitted away.
The lake looked cold and deep. Amy was tired from her
long journey but she had to try. She spread her wings and
flew. Water sparkled beneath her. Would the lake ever end?
Her wings were tired. She flew lower. Her toes skimmed
across the water. Her eyes were nearly closed.
“You’re almost there,” someone said.
Amy opened her eyes. A beautiful spotted guinea pig flew
beside her.
“You can make it,” he said. “We’re all here. Look around.”
Amy did. Dozens of guinea pigs were flying around her.
They were guiding her toward the shore.
Amy felt stronger. She flapped her wings and flew faster.
The guinea pigs stayed with her. Soon, Amy could see the
shore. She landed in a small village and looked around.
Flying guinea pigs were everywhere. Amy laughed. She
didn’t feel tired anymore.
The spotted guinea pig smiled. “Welcome home,” he said.
Story by Ann Harth
© Innovations for Learning
Speewah-based writer Ann Harth has been gifting children
stories to read on her website blog (www.annharth.com)
since late March, when she found herself like most us at
home and with much more free time than usual.
More stories appear each week on Ann’s blog for readers
to enjoy. Ann’s latest young adult novel Bernice Takes
a Plunge is available through Ann’s website or Collins
Booksellers, Smithfield. Thanks Ann, and Innovations, for
letting us share this recent story. The Kuranda Paper

Friendship Call
a short story by Amelia Martin

I sat up sharply, conked my head on my bedside
table and lay back down. I sat up again, a little more
cautiously this time. Something had awoken me. I got
out of bed, slipped on my slippers and crept outside.
I stood there gazing at the stars for ages before a
soft owl call caught my attention as if on cue a load of
wild animals started singing their unique calls. There
were frogs croaking, birds chirping, owls spoke their
eerie calls, and so many other animal calls.
All of a sudden, a piercing warning cry rang clear
though the night air, the bush fell silent. A scruffyrugged looking cat was silently creeping up a tree on
top of which a beautiful bird perched elegantly, but
as soon as the bird heard the shrill warning cry, fear
flew into its eyes, she cocked her head and flew into
the welcoming darkness.
As if a light had been switched on in my mind, I
understood the message. It was as clear as a blue sky.
If you look out for your friends, your friends will look
out for you.
This story was a runner-up in the Junior section
of our Kuranda Media 2019 Short Story “Tropical
Nights: from Frightful to Delightful”competition,
and was written by Amelia at the then age of
12 years.
"Owl Study" by renowned artist David Stacey. David's gallery is at 22 Coondoo St. Open weekends and Wednesdays 10.30am-3.30pm.
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Collins Booksellers Smithfield
BEST SELLERS FOR JUNE 2020
1

Bluey The Creek by Bluey

2

Tropical Food Gardening by Yvonne Cunningham

3

Bluey: All About Bingo by Bluey

4

Phosphorescence by Julia Baird

5

Humankind by Rutger Bregman

6

Field Guide to Butterflies of Australia
by Garry Sankowsky

7

Greta Thunberg (Little People, Big Dreams)
by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara

8

Fair Warning by Michael Connelly

9

One Bright Moon by Andrew Kwong

10

One True King by Soman Chainani

step-by-step to saving your own seeds…

Hello happy gardeners. Today after a little yarn, we'll be talking about saving pumpkin seeds.
It is lovely to see that the garden is a growing comfort for a blossoming number of people
in these strange times...fresh living food from a source that you know is at least a foundational
stability when other things seem to be moving in uncertain directions. And locally,
organically grown heritage and heirloom seeds are the certainty beneath the foundations,
from the past, that can be passed forward into the future, for next season, for families, friends
and neighbours, and into the coming generations. This is one way to create strong healthy
resilient communities.
At the very least this is connecting us to the food we eat, when so much of the commercial
food has questionable growing origins, from genetically modified seeds, to the thousands of
chemicals that can be applied, with no advice on this to the consumer. For instance, recently
available research shows that Australia is a 'hot-spot' for glyphosate contamination. (Source:
www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-03-19/international-glyphosate-roundup-hotspotmap/12063156). Unfortunately the author does not mention that regenerative agriculture,
biodynamics, and systems like syntropic agriculture are amongst the best ways to learn other
ways to look at 'the weed problem'. These plants can provide biomass to build the soil if the
mind-set is adjusted to work with 'what is happening' rather than than the 'kill it' mentality.
As permaculture tells us: 'the solution is in the problem’. Readers might be interested to
view a video on Kuranda TV (YouTube channel) with FNQ Herb Society's Sue Drew on the
'wonders of weeds (wild plants)' as well as other videos on syntropic agriculture, biodynamics
and seedsavers.
And so, on to our pumpkins! As with all seed saving, choose your most amazing looking
and tasting pumpkin for saving your seeds. Make sure your pumpkin is organically homegrown or locally organically grown from true seed (non-hybrid/non-gmo etc).We want to
bring the best qualities forward into our next crop, and into our local seed-bank, and to share
with our friends, families, neighbours and community. With pumpkins you get to enjoy the
'fruit' and also save the seeds, and even eat some of the saved seeds if you wish!
Harvest your pumpkins as the vines die off and the stalk on the fruit is dry, leaving the
stalk on the fruit to keep intact for longer 'shelf-life' (pumpkins can be 'shelved' and used all
the way through the year in a cool dry environment safely away from gnawing critters). Scrape
out your seeds and wash them in a sieve or colander to clear them of the pumpkin flesh. Then
spread them out well (so they don't stick to each other), on a screen, or clean cardboard or
paper, somewhere where they will once again be cool and dry and safe from nibbly creatures.
It is good to have as constant a temperature as possible in your seed-drying area. It can
take up to a couple of weeks or so, depending on how the weather is – takes longer with wet
days.
When your pumpkin seeds are crisply dried, no moisture at all, you can put some aside
to roast, pan-fry in coconut oil (with a lid, as they 'pop'), or eat raw, adding to smoothies etc,
and put the rest into sealable air-tight packets, labelled with the date of harvest, the type of
pumpkin and where you got the seed from. They can then go into jars or clay containers with

lids to keep well for the next season, and/or taken to seedsavers for the seedbank, and/or
gifted to others.
Pumpkin seeds, stored well, can be kept for up to four years, and ideally, are grown again
each season so the plant is adjusting to any changes in the environment. Thanks for reading,
there are seedsavers meetings coming up soon, please email seedsavers@kurandaregion.org
to be included in our mailing-list for details.
Thank you, and happy gardening. Lisa

Last rays of sun on our shortest day of 2020 light up the tops of the trees,
winter solstice 21 June 2020. Photo: Beverly Henderson
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FOWL TIMES

by Madi Sparrow, Koah
A beautiful Muscovy hen
enjoying the rain. Muscovies
have many advantages but
some folk are put off by their
red Caruncles.

Astrology
The Stars in JuLY
by
Rob hart
Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

A breed we have kept and loved for
many years – Cayugas. Here you can
see the beetle green shine of a drake.

Fowl Times Part 3 – Ducks
I would never describe myself as a Crazy
Chook Lady but I would have no defence if
someone called me a Crazy Duck Lady. There
are many advantages to keeping ducks over
chickens but we should probably start with the major
disadvantage that people think of … poo.
Ducks do poo. A lot. It is smelly and wet and squirts out
on concrete and patios and under the washing line. But to
use a permaculture idea, turn the problem into the solution.
Their poo is full of nitrogen and food for soil life. If you can
fence them under a couple of fruit trees, or even the lawn,
they will be walking, quacking liquid fertiliser distributors.
As long as they have enough room in their run, or are moved
regularly to a new area, then the poo is only smelly if you
happen to be standing next to one when it actually delivers.
We lock our ducks into a snake-proof pen at night, with
a thick layer of hay on the bottom. The dream is to have a
concrete floor but building it up with crusher dust or gravel
also works. We add more hay as needed; you will need lots.
And then when we need to mulch a new garden bed, or it’s
getting high, we use a garden fork to shovel it into its new
home and replenish the pen with fresh bedding.
The pen isn’t large but the ducks are all let out into the
garden at about 10am to free-range in the whole garden.
10am means that the ducks have a chance to lay their eggs
inside their pen, and we don’t have to hunt for them in the
garden. Because ducks don’t need high fencing, it is very
easy to fence any areas the ducks shouldn’t have access to.
Unlike chickens, ducks don’t jump or fly, so fencing that is
50-60cm high is generally sufficient to keep them where you
want them. Some will learn to push under fences, so while
they are definitely easier to fence than chickens, some care
is still needed.
It should also be noted that the exception to this rule is
Muscovies, who are good flyers. I have one Muscovy girl who
flies at least 70m each evening to where she has decided to
nest under an old trailer. Luckily it is winter, and there are
cows in that paddock, or she would be snake food by now.
Another advantage of ducks is that they don’t scratch. So
even if they do get into the veggie garden, it is unlikely that
they will decimate it before you can chase them out. They will
nibble things (ours will jump twice their own height for a red
cherry tomato) and they love caterpillars, grasshoppers and
slugs so can be used as pest control. They can be used around
young fruit trees or in ornamental gardens without worrying
about them damaging the roots through their scratchings.
They may trample young seedlings with their webbed feet,
so seedlings will need to be caged or ducks excluded until the
seedlings are more sturdy.
Ducks are not only great for soil health, they also lay the
most amazing eggs. We actually feel like we are slumming
it if we need to eat chicken eggs these days. The duck’s eggs

Two chicken eggs (left) and two duck
eggs (right). Note the size difference.

are bigger, with much thicker shells that have a coating to
help protect them. This means they stay fresher for longer,
and they can be hard to crack into a bowl if you are used to
chicken eggs. They are also tastier than chook eggs and are
30
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richer, more decadent and more nutritious,
containing higher levels of albumin which
means their egg whites whip better. This has
given them the reputation for being better for
baking.
You can tell the sex of a duck in two ways:
Drakes (male ducks) have a curly feather or two that sits
on top of their tail. They also have a quieter quack. I always
think it sounds like they have indulging in whisky and have
lost their voices. The girls (Ducks), in comparison have a
loud, piercing Quack! if they are upset, hungry or scared. Or
a quiet, chattering quack if they are just talking to each other.
Again, the exception of these rules is the Muscovy duck, who
doesn’t quack at all, just gives a shaking hiss or chunter. While
Council does not allow roosters at many properties, drakes
are allowed, and neighbours will particularly appreciate the
quiet Muscovy.
Ducks need a similar pen to chickens in that it should
protect them from the weather, be well ventilated and be
predator proof. However ducks don’t need perches, and they
may or may not use nesting boxes. Ours are loving an empty
box-airconditioner shell to lay in at the moment, but they will
also hide their eggs all over, and bury them in the hay, so a
small night pen is an advantage. The main housing difference
between ducks and chooks is water.

While they don’t need a pond, they certainly enjoy it. But
keeping it within their pen is asking for mud and a suuuuper
stinky yard. Wherever the pond is, it needs to be emptied
and rinsed daily or it will be a source of E-coli and botulism,
which will paralyse and possibly kill your ducks. The ducks
will poo in it, and even lay their eggs in it (these ones go to the
dogs instead of the kitchen).
We just use a kids shell pond, that we can empty and rinse
onto a fruit tree. We then move it to a new tree and refill it for
a new day. In their pen they have a much smaller bowl which
is emptied and rinsed outside of their pen each day. They
need something deep enough to dip their entire beaks into
so they can rinse their nostrils and avoid respiratory issues.
They always need access to water when they are eating.
While care needs to be taken to ensure they have clean
and sufficient water, ducks are generally very healthy and
robust. While I occasionally have to consider internal
parasites or mites on our chooks, I have never seen mites or
evidence of worms in our ducks (over more than 20 years
of keeping ducks). They can deal with cold and wet weather
very well, and as long as they have a pond in the shade, they
will stay cool in the summer. They also deal with predators
differently. I have never lost an adult duck to a goshawk,
whereas I have lost bantam chooks. I also have lost fewer
ducks to pythons, although I am definitely not saying they
are snake proof! They just seem to stay more alert at night,
and quack and run rather than freezing, which seems to be
the chickens’ defence plan.
The final thing that I think needs to be noted as a benefit
of ducks is their character. They are hilarious, personable
animals that make great pets or livestock animals. I had a
beautiful Khaki Campbell duck for 18 years. Her name was
Anouk and she spent the first few years of her life as a regular
visitor to the university bar with me. She had a lovely orange
harness and would wait patiently under the table until I was
ready to head home. Did someone say Crazy Duck Lady?

We can’t go past welcoming Mars coming home into
Aries as July begins: welcome home warrior. This
brings the fire and assertive action right onto the
front line and activates any impending battles and
confrontations, as you might have noticed. With the
Sun in Cancer, a lot of this action will be focussed
on family issues, child protection and defence of
the homelands. From your individual perspective,
through to national and global issues, there’s that
touch of aggression igniting for positive reasons.
With Saturn right on zero degrees Aquarius,
and retrograding into Capricorn, we have the two
“malefics”, Mars and Saturn, in their strength:
fortified and right “at home”. Does this indicate
trouble? Well, the ancient astrologers certainly
would have emphatically declared so. There’s
nothing light and fluffy about this alignment: both
in their strength and with a powerful co-operative
aspect formed between them.
Leading into an even more powerful, eventful
alignment of planets mid-month, as the cosmos
seemingly settles into lock-step there is a most
unusual pattern forming: the New Moon will be
“at home”in Cancer on 21 July and on 22 July the
Sun arrives home into Leo. This is some kind of
homecoming! Moon, Sun, Mars, Saturn and Neptune
all home in zodiac signs they 'rule'. And what a tight
compression of energies. In the first quadrant of
the zodiac: Aries, Taurus and Gemini, joining with
the other end of the circle, Pisces, Aquarius and
Capricorn, we find ALL the planets and most of
them 'at home'.
I think this is a unique picture, certainly it is
for me. And so, what might we expect? Following
right after the solar and lunar eclipses in Cancer
and Capricorn, the solstice points, can we say that,
without doubt, we are settling? Moving into a state
of being of harmony, balance and a sense of peaceful
respect as we 'come home' into the true beginning
of the Aquarian epoch. However turbulent things
may seem now this is just the “storm before the
calm”, to turn the old cliché on its head. How this
tightly-compressed set of transits affects you will be
revealed by its alignment with your birth-chart and
so also for the world at large. Just for interest, the
USA is moving into its 'Pluto return'. Pluto returning
to its location in the USA birth-chart of 1776. Pluto
moves slowly and brings massive transformation:
usually destructive, then regenerative. Saturn into
Aquarius is probably more relevant to the rest of us:
humanistic technology and the wisdom of the people
will predominate. Amazing times.
Blessings

St Saviour's Thought for July

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

ST SAVIOUR’S
KURANDA
Worship at St Saviour’s Church is in accordance
with St Saviour’s COVID-19 plan.
For more information please call 4093 8735
SUNDAY
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist
5pm Evening Prayer
TUESDAY
9am Holy Communion
POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Saturday

Enquiries to Chris Wright
Phone: 4093 8735
Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

note
all church gatherings
affected due to covid-19.

The coming of the Holy Spirit at the first Pentecost is
impossible to imagine. If we could imagine what the full force
of a category five cyclone would be, the building would be
shaking on its foundations, fire would be perilously close to
everyone present, and it would be inextinguishable.
There would also be a babble of the different languages.
Mayhem. Chaos. This is the picture that the down-toearth physician, Luke, gives us in the second chapter of the
Acts of the Apostles.
But the people who had the wonderful experience went
out from that place renewed. They had received peace; they
had prayer; they had promise; and they had power. Some of
them would suffer, because of what they had received. Many
would die the death of a martyr.
We may not have experienced the cyclone, or the fire; yet
to us, as believers, God has given the same peace, the same
prayer, the same promise, and the same power. We may not
see it, but we have it. Neither age nor time condemns the
peace, prayer, promise or sheer power of the Holy Spirit.
Recently a scientist was trying to describe the vastness
of the universe, and the portions of it that have so far been
discovered. World upon world lies out there, beyond what
we once imagined were the borders of space. Then, virtually
in an aside, the scientist concluded: 'And Jesus came down
to this earth, to bring us the knowledge of the love and the
saving power of God.

He cared so much for us, when it would have needed
just a movement of his little finger, to ignite this globe and
obliterate it forever - and the universe at large would not even
have noticed the act.'
God cared so much for everyone on this earth. That
was the dilemma, which brought about the Passion, and
necessitated the coming of the Holy Spirit: the Jews, looking
for the deliverance merely of their own nation, could not take
on board the love of God who cared for everyone on earth.
When the Holy Spirit came down, he saw to it that people
from many nations were there to receive him. Judaea had its
Hebrew, Aramaic, Latin and Greek languages; but the Holy
Spirit equipped the Pentecost assembly with many more.
Now the disciples had no excuse: their gospel could now be
understood by more nations than they had thought possible.
Invested, then, with peace, prayer, promise and power, just
one thing still stood between them and their mission: will
power. A willingness to be open to God's guiding opens the
way for God to accomplish great things.
As Peter quoted to the assembly, from Joel: 'I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams' (Acts 2:17) · May we endeavour
to use the power, prayer, peace, and promise given us by the
Spirit, which changed the first-century Pentecost assembly
into world-changing people. Who knows, with God's grace,
what the people of the century will yet accomplish?

13 11 14

The Kuranda Paper is a
not-for-profit publication.
Profits generated by advertising
support local community
groups and projects.

Check with churches for current
arrangements and live
streaming services.

Words of wisdom
from my
Grandmother...
I don't care who
dies in a movie,
as long as the
dog lives.

20 Barang Street, Kuranda
Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm
(first Wednesday of each month)
P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH
The first Baha’is in Australia
“DUNN, JOHN HENRY HYDE (d. 1941) – Known to many as
'Father Dunn', he and his wife, Clara, arose spontaneously in
1919 after reading 'Abdu'l-Bahá's statement in the Tablets of
the Divine Plan,
"O that I could travel, even though on foot and in the utmost
poverty, to these regions, and, raising the call of "Ya Baha'u'l-

Abha" in cities, villages, mountains, deserts and oceans,
promote the divine teachings! This, alas, I cannot do. How
intensely I deplore it! Please God, ye may achieve it."
Mr. Dunn resigned his position, and he and his wife left their
home in San Francisco for Australia and New Zealand...”
(Shoghi Effendi)

Meditations/Reflections, Morning Prayers and Study Circles and other face to face Baha’i meetings
are gradually being reinstated in accordance with the Queensland meeting restrictions.
Our weekly prayers 8am every Thursday morning in Therwine Street, Kuranda have begun again as well as
other functions, to which all are welcome.
Study circles are now available.
Functions in Mareeba have recommenced as well as elsewhere on the Tablelands.

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common
ngirrma, language.
The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes.
Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level
that pushed the people back inland and created the present
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their
stories to the present day.
The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home,
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of

BUWAL WAYGAL-A-GALING
GOING LOOKING FOR WORDS
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BARABARA
WORD MEANINGS
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BIRAY
BARABARA:BUDJANY
a fly
BUNDIM
BIRAY: march-fly
BUNGGUDJIN
BUDJANY: elephant
beetle
DIMANDIMAN

GARRA
GIMA
GINBA
GARRA:
spider
GIMA:GULIY
flying beetle
GUWULGUWUL
GINBA:
centipede
MALARA

DJULARRI: locust

MUNYIMUNYI: small brown ants
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the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and
the weather.
Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic
inheritance.
				

BARABARA
BIRAY
BUDJANY
BUNDIM
BUNGGUDJIN
DIMANDIMAN
DJALGA
DJAMBUN
DJAWARRAY
DJILIBURAY
DJIRRIR
DJIYARR-DJIYARR
DJULARRI
DJUNGGUM
DUNGUN
GABAYBARRA
GADJU

Michael Quinn

GARRA
GIMA
GINBA
GULIY
GUWULGUWUL
MALARA
MANUNGGUL
MARANGGILAY
MINDIL
MIRIMIRI
MULMA
MUNYIMUNYI
NGUGUN
WALBIRRWALBIRR
WUGAM
WUNBA
YINDIN

MANUNGGUL
GULIY:
nits, lice
MARANGGILAY
GUWULGUWUL: tadpole, tadpoles
MINDIL
MALARA:
spiderweb
MIRIMIRI
MULMA a dome-shaped ant bed in forest, edible
MANUNGGUL:
ants. MUNYIMUNYI
NGUGUN
MARANGGILAY:
scorpion
WALBIRRWALBIRR
MINDIL:
tick, ticks
WUGAM
WUNBA
MIRIMIRI:
small black ants
YINDIN
MULMA: wasp, wasps

DJALGA
BUNDIM: grasshopper
DJAMBUN
BUNGGUDJIN:
flying grasshopper
DJAWARRAY
DIMANDIMAN:
flea, fleas
DJILIBURAY
DJIRRIR
DJALGA: snail
DJAMBUN: DJIYARR-DJIYARR
witchetty grub
DJULARRI
DJAWARRAY:
lady-bird/thunder
DJUNGGUM
DUNGUN
DJILIBURAY: green ant
GABAYBARRA
DJIRRIR: leech
GADJU
DJIYARR-DJIYARR: cockroach

NGUGUN: mosquito

DJUNGGUM: worm

WALBIRRWALBIRR: butterfly

DUNGUN: maggot

WUGAM: firefly

GABAYBARRA: white-ant, termite
GADJU: an edible ant whose wood-like nest is on trees

WUNBA: honey, native bee
YINDIN: cricket

DJABUGAY

A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words
Vowel Sounds
/a/
is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words
“some, “come” e.g. bama (person)
/a:/
is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but
longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/
is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.
bina
(ear)
/i;/
the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like
the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:
(again)
/u/
is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English
word
“book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/
the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel
sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.
djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/
The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced
simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/
is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan
(moon)
/rr/
a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of
the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly)
/r/
as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car
e.g. biri (fire)

/ny/
/ng/
/n.g/
the
/ngg/
/ay/
Stress

Cairns Birdwing butterfly. Photo: Heather Miller

is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/
pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run
two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”
e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye”
e.g. Djabugay

When saying Djabugay words which syllables
should we stress?
In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g.
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet
snake).
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g.
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

Ulysses butterfly. Photo: Heather Miller
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Get a “FREE Quote” today on your
affordable Driveway, Building Site,
Dams, Culverts, Landscaping, Rock
Works, Bush/Sports Tracks & More

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
If you are unwell with the following symptoms –
cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, or a fever
(or a history of fever) Queensland Health encourages
you to get tested immediately for COVID-19.
Contact your doctor, go to the nearest hospital
emergency department or book an appointment at a
drive-through fever clinic by calling 4226 4781.

The new COVIDSafe app is completely voluntary. Downloading the app
is something you can do to protect you, your family and friends and
save the lives of other Australians. The more Australians connect to the
COVIDSafe app, the quicker we can find the virus.
For detailed questions and answers about this app go to
www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covidsafe-app

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
Afterpay is now available at
Just Gorgeous. Open every
weekend 10am til at least 3pm.
Aileen's Rainforest Yoga
Contact Aileen 0419 726 955
Bowen Therapy &
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply
Healing 0402 804 591,
www.simplyhealing.net.au
Phone for an appointment to
start on the path of healing
today.
Clothing alterations &
dressmaking in Speewah,
Karen is professional &
reasonably priced. For all your
sewing needs call
0459 184 223.
Commercial deliveries
available via 1300 Rideshare.
Flat delivery rate, check
Rideshare App, slide to open
Delivery option or call
1300 743374.
Designer Fabrics by local
Kuranda artist Gerhard
Hillmann. Featuring plants and
animals from the rainforest
and more. Ideal for patchwork,
quilting and interior design.
100% organic cotton.
www.naturesfacefabrics.com
Expert clothing

alterations, new garments
and upholstery. No job too
big or small. Over 30 years’
experience. Call Vicki
0400 791 345 or 4093 8976.
For sale Greenhouse 100m2,
full of plants, $25,000 ONO.
Please call 4093 8227
Fresh Reef Fish delivered
to your door, KurandaCairns-Mareeba. Whole or
fresh filleted. Kuranda-based
Pristine Reef Fish. Like us on
Facebook to keep updated.
Commercial fishing licence
4546. Call Richard
0407 908 375.
Hiring in the Kuranda
region, football coaches and
coach/mentor. See page 12
John Moriarty Football. Call
Sarah on 0404 286 990 or
submit resume to
hr@moriartyfoundation.org.au
Just Gorgeous open every
weekend, other days by
appointment Jill 0412 862 342
to book a date with friends on
a weekday if weekends don’t
work for you.
Koah Hall is seeking
volunteers to join simple
rosters for helping hands in

'Koah's Ark & Gardens' and
also 'Koah Markets BBQ Crew'.
Call Nicky 0488 961 660
Koah Markets: We're making
a COMEBACK!! Koah Markets
kick off again SAT 4 July 8am
to midday. Please come along
and make it a cracker! Call
Nicky 0488 961 660
Koah Market Saturday 4
July 8am to midday, with
LIVE music by the Jeanette
Wormald Trio.
Kuranda Arts Co-operative
has a range of unique eclectic
and functional artwork that
won’t break the bank — buy
local! Open 11am–2pm or call
artists Henri 4093 8776, Mollie
4093 9063,
Cathy 0407 758645 or
Kate 4093 9668 for assistance.
20 Coondoo Street, 4093 9026.
Local Art: Save time
travelling down the range
and buy your art locally at the
Kuranda Arts Co-operative,
20 Coondoo Street, 4093 9026.
Lochy’s Lawns,
Landscaping and Property
Maintenance lawn mowing,
snipping, experienced
Handyman and Landscaper,

Household and Property
Maintenance, Pressure
Cleaning. No job too small.
Free quote 0401 513 617.
NBN Fibre, Fixed Wireless
and Satellite Internet.
Call local, Speewah based,
NBN experts for fast reliable
NBN with local Aussie based
Support! 07 4222 1111. Cairns
Computer Support / ANT
Communications
Need a part or item
urgently from Cairns or
coast? Call Rideshare
1300 743374 or 0436 392 441.
Professional knife
sharpening. Mobile service
call 4093 8382 or
0409 558 027
Resume: In Speewah, Cairns
longest-running resume
writing business — over thirty
years’ experience. Resumes,
Employment Applications, web
text, all forms of copy writing,
editing and proofreading.
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter)
Phone: 4093 0449.
Sandra Viden Design
presently open weekends
11am–3pm or during the week
by appointment until further

notice. Please phone Sylvia
on 0412 636 379. We will be
happy to assist you.
To Dean Barber: John
Vincent is looking for you. Now
wheelchair bound in a nursing
home on the Central Coast of
NSW. Please contact my sister
Wendy on 0418 842 755 to
reconnect.
Tropical Zen Village
Kitchen for Sri Lankan Curries
& Delicious Treats & Sweets.
Shop 9 Kuranda Market Arcade,
Kuranda Original Rainforest
Markets.
Yak wool handmade
Nepali shawls and ponchos
are back at Just Gorgeous.
Shawls are $28 or 2 for $50.
Ponchos are only $29.95.
30 WORDS MAXIMUM
For sale, lost/found and outdated
entries will be deleted after one
month. Repeat advertisements
will be deleted at the discretion
of the paper. Existing Kuranda
Paper advertisers and community
groups will be prioritised for
repeats depending on available
space. Submit classifieds via
email mail@kurandapaper.com
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YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE
Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

DEFIBRILLATORS

WATER AND SEPTIC

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005
Kuranda Fish Farm 4093 0147

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

SNAKE REMOVAL
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.
Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.
Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs)

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688

LAUNDROMAT
BP Service Station complex
Open 24/7

Tree Roo Rescue
and

Conservation Centre Ltd

We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates,
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.
Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.
Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com
Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au
Visit us on

RECYCLE

ROAD REPORTS

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street

Council EMERGENCY
number for local roads
1300 308 461
Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway
Report an Incident
13 19 40 (24/7)

Justices of the Peace
Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs) volunteer to serve the public
by signing documents that need a qualified witness.

Robin Anscomb
0409 046 932

Please phone for an
appointment or leave
a message.

HELPFUL FACEBOOK GROUPS
KURANDA RANGE UPDATES (21,000 + members)
On the spot traffic reports, in real time, for the Kuranda Range Road.
KURANDA NOTICE BOARD GROUP (6,000 + members)
Information sharing, discussion, advertising. Open group.
ALL THINGS KURANDA (1,000 + members)
Discussion group for Kuranda district residents only. Some restrictions on sale of items.
SPEEWAH AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS GROUP (1,000 + members)
Information sharing and support. Helpful for real time info on weather, power outages,
community events etc. Some restrictions on listing items for sale (check group rules)
SPEEWAH RESIDENTS (500 + members)
As above but no restrictions on listing items for sale.
KOAH COMMUNITY (1,000 + members)
A group for Koah Community to advise, ask questions, barter, lost/found animals, hazards
etc in Koah area.

June 2020 (to 21 June)
70mm
Annual total to 21 June:
1271mm
Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Need help
with a
drinking
problem?
1300 322 322
www.aa.org.au
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Wendy Pritchard
Monday to Thursday
UNTIL
SPENDED ICE
SU8.30am–3.30pm
NOT
URTHER
FNgoonbi
Housing
Office, 40 Coondoo
Street, Kuranda

RAINFALL

HELP GROUPS
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Karen McLaren
4093 8780

Emergency Contacts

Community Services

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY
KURANDA LIBRARY and
COUNCIL OFFICE
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: 9am–12pm
(No Council business on Saturday
or after 4.30pm weekdays)
Kuranda Community Precinct
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

KURANDA TRANSFER
STATION
OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays &
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste
65 Rankin Street, Mareeba
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880
1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD
Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds,
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe
natural disasters and weather events.
The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance		

000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES)

132 500

Ergon Energy –
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies		

131 670

Mareeba Shire Council				

1300 308 461

Poisons Information				

131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information

134 325

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS
First Officer Kuranda
First Officer Speewah
Warden Kuranda		
Warden Speewah
Davies Creek		
Koah			
Myola			
Speewah		

Baz Child 0437 746 601
Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
John Thompson 0488 988 481
4093 3181
4232 5468
4093 7190
4093 0211

Permits required for ALL fires

Join your local SES
Training every fortnight
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details

0427 037 054
TRANSPORT
Kuranda Taxi 4093 7119
Rideshare 1300 743 374

John's Kuranda Bus 0418 772 953
Trans North 3036 2070

JOHN'S KURANDA BUS

t he local bu s!

Please note due to COVID-19 this service is currently not operating.

For more information or other routes contact
John 0418 772 953
Trans North Cairns to Kuranda Shuttle
Please note due to COVID-19 this service is currently not
operating. Please refer to Atherton to Cairns timetable on left or
Trans North website for current services to and from Kuranda.
Any queries please call 3036 2070 during office hours.
Trans North services are “Hail & Ride”. Please hail the driver anywhere enroute where it is
safe for the bus to pull over. For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also
be set down at:
Cairns Airport ($5),
Cairns Hospital ($3),
Greyhound Terminal ($3),
Pease Street Eye Surgery ($5)
Please advise the driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that
Trans North services do not pick up from any of the above.
Bus stops are located at:
Cairns – Platform 1, Cairns Central Railway Station, Cairns
Cairns T.A.F.E – Newton Street (7.30am & 3pm Services)
Smithfield – Bus shelter near the traffic lights on Kennedy Highway at bottom of the
Kuranda Range
Kuranda – 15 Therwine Street – opposite Information Centre
Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern
Mareeba – Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station)
Atherton – 54 Main Street (near Crazy Cats Coffee)
Ticket Sales:
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News at
142 Byrnes Street Mareeba or Trans North in Atherton
Ph: 3036 2070 during office hours
Email: atherton@transnorthbus.com.au
Web: www.transnorthbus.com.au
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What's On at Koah Hall
Contact us for a Membership Form.
Complete form, make payment online and return it
in person or by email.

EVERY MONDAY
PILATES with Jaide 6-7pm 0488 229 700.
EVERY THURSDAY
YOGA evening classes with Tanya 5.30-7pm
THURSDAY 23rd July
Mankind Project MEN'S GROUP 7pm.
Open to all men. Contact Simon 0459 755 553

EIGHT BALL – Tuesday Team Comp
kuranda8ball@gmail.com
KURANDA RANGERS – Training
Thursday 4.30-5.30pm (Mar–Sept only)
Adric 0408 096 694
PILATES – Monday 9.30am, Tuesday
5.45pm, Wednesday 9.30am, Thursday
9am & 5.45pm, Saturday 8.15am
Jaide 0488 229 700 and Davini 0414 994 123

With the reopening of the KRC
we were finally able to hold
our AGM in June. The current
committee will remain in place
for the next year and consists
of: Mike Richardson (President),
Janet Hoye (Treasurer), Kate Slater
(Vice President) and Peter McCabe
(Events Co-ordinator). We are looking
forward to bringing some surprises and
events to the centre which will be announced
in the coming months – so stay tuned!

TAI CHI – Monday 6pm
Les 4093 8276
WING CHUN KUNG FU –
Wednesday 7.30pm
Grant 0414 966 823
YOGA IN THE RAINFOREST –
Wednesday & Sunday Aileen 0419 726 955
Check Facebook for more details.

We are also happy to report that most of our hirers have restarted
their sessions including Pilates with Davini and Jaide, Yoga with
Aileen, and Tai Chi with Les. The Kuranda Rangers have also
recommenced training on the grounds.
The KRC is adhering to COVID-19 regulations and requirements with
cleaning, hand sanitising and social distancing to ensure our visitors
and patrons are safe while attending the centre. The COVID-19
shutdown allowed us to spruce the centre up with newly painted
walls upstairs and replacement floor coverings in the dining area.
We still have the Mareeba Shire Council contractors working hard on
maintenance identifying and isolating elusive water leaks. We thank
the new council for their contributions in maintaining the KRC.

JUMRUM BAR OPEN
TUESDAY 6.30 PM
Every 2nd FRIDAY 5 PM

Licensed venue and commercial kitchen
available for functions, seminars and
activities. Janet 0405 092 957
Proud to be the home of:

A big thank you to Adric and the team at TRACQS for the time spent
on the grounds maintenance. Finally, the KRC wishes to thank
Fay Allen from Kuranda Village Accountancy for volunteering her
services to the centre.

Every Second Monday

Financial Counselling (from UCC) Kuranda
Neighbourhood Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Every Tuesday
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Contributors please advise of any changes via email
mail@kurandapaper.com
For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or the
Koah Hall please see details in their columns above.

Every Monday

Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm
Kuranda Community Precinct
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 4093 7401

Every First Monday

Adult Board Games 11am at Kuranda Library

Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community
Precinct
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Second Tuesday

Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054
Emergency Relief Help from Mareeba Community
Support Centre at Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre by
appointment 4093 8933

Every Wednesday

Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm
Kuranda Community Precinct
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Friendly group – just come and
play or call Gidi 0448 480 200
Rotary Club of Cairns Trinity 5.45pm for 6.15pm. Cairns
Sheridan Hotel, 295 Sheridan Street, Cairns 0448 843 589
Mah Jong Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre 12.30–4pm.
All welcome. 4093 8933
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. Daryl 4093 9421
or Richard 4093 0457

Third Wednesday

Craft and Social Morning 9am Kuranda QCWA Hall.
Carol 4093 7187 or Sandra 0447 737 415

Every Thursday

Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

EVERY FRIDAY
IRISH DANCING from beginners to advanced.
Contact Emma 0400 977 177
EVERY SATURDAY
KOAH FARMERS MARKET – Every week local produce
9-10.30am Contact Sal 0421 710 474
HAPPY SATOSHI BREAD PICK UP 12 noon.
SATURDAY 4th JULY
CIRCUS FLOW JUGGLE JAM 12 noon-3pm after
markets.
DANCING FREEDOM with Davini
6-9pm 0414 994 123
DREAM STATE CIRCUS SCHOOL HOLIDAY
PROGRAM
Info on www.dreamstatecircus.com workshop page.
*Bookings essential* Contact Sophie 0409 333 404
Mondays – Adult Circus LOVE! 10.30am–12.30pm
Monday/Tuesday – Various times Little Cyclone
Circus Class for 6 months to 6 years.
Tuesdays – Dream BIG! Circus 3.45–5pm Age 7 to 9
Show Class 5–6.30pm by invite only. Prepare to turn
your skills into a show ready piece.
Wednesdays – Dream BIG! Circus 3.45–5pm All ages.
Junior Aerial Trapeze and Silks 5–6.30pm Age 8 and up.
Thursdays – Aerial Trapeze and Silks 3.45–5.15pm
Age 12 and up.
JULY KOAH MARKETS
8am till noon Saturday 4 July & 1 August 2020
Come along and help make it a cracker!
• Live Music by Jeanette Wormald Trio.
• Delicious Koah Hall fundraiser Breakkie BBQ
Contact Nicky 0488 961 660 or via
Koah Monthly Markets Facebook page.

www.koahhall.com
koah.hall@gmail.com
Koah Hall
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community
Precinct
Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood
Centre by appointment 4093 8933
Baby Rhyme Time 10.30–11am Kuranda Library (during
school term)
Kuranda Rangers soccer training 4.30–5.30pm.
Adric 0408 096 694

Every Friday

Kids Muay Thai 4.15–5.15pm All Ages 5.30–7pm
Kuranda Community Precinct
Story Time and Craft 10.30–11.30am Kuranda Library
(during school term).

Fourth Friday

Rotary Club of Cairns Trinity 11.45am for 12 noon Cairns
Sheridan Hotel, 295 Sheridan St, Cairns 0448 843 589

Every SaturDAY

Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for
details or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 2–5pm. Call Daryl 4093 9421 or
Richard 4093 0457

Third Saturday

Barrier Reef Sun Club Cairns (Nudist Club) function.
0473 4491 09 or check website www.barrierreefsunclub.com
Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701

Every Sunday

Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Friendly group – just come and
play or call Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30–11am

